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Approves No. 804, Part XVIII. Deplores 
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Major Stokes reports lighting at Shahalmd. 

Defeat of revolutionaries .. .. 14 
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general at Bagdad respecting reply of 
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establish inent of coustitution .. • • 29 
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I giving final views of Russian Government 
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Kleinui. t<> whom lie has communicated 
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troops, mid of Sattar and Uaghir Khans’ 
taking refuge iiiTurkish consulate-general. 
Han also eoininimicaled No. 745, Part 
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July 5, 1909 • Dispatch of Russian troops. Announces 
decision to send troops, with reasons for 
this action .. 


Advance on Tehran. Reports result of 
advice to Surdar Assad and Sipohdar. 
Dispateh of Russian troops may precipi¬ 
tate matters.. 
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Sykes reporting arrangement arrived at. 
Enquires whether Major Sykes’s action 
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mentioned in No. 36 .. 

Sattar and Haghir Khans. Russian consul- 
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arrange for departure of in concert with 
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Sir G. Barclay .. 639 Tel. 


Sipahdar’s demands. Refers to No. 67. 
Reports in detail. Indicates two which 
would como within letter or spirit of joint 
programme. Reports communication to 
Sipahdar on the aubjeot 

Russian troo|» in Persia. Refers to No. 22 
His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad 
is informed that the Scyyid did not send 
I his telegram farther than Bagdad 

| Russian troops in Persia. Russian charge 
d’affaires has made written communication 
to Ministry for Foreign Affairs relative to 

Dispatch of Russian troops. Refers to 
No. 41. Caucasus uuth"iitieH haw bwn 
instructed to delay until St. Petorsburgh 
has been informed and twenty-four hours 
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Moin’s oxide concessions. Strick hears 
concessions have expired, and has made 
offer for them by telegraph 
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of Russian troops. Approves No. 33 

Dispatch of Russian troops to Persia. Gives 
substance of reply given to Count Bonck- 
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Possibility of Shah taking refuge. M. Saldino 
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legation if royulist resistance breaks down 
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been instructed to notify Persian Govern¬ 
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Situation in Tehran. M. Isvolskv appears to 
over-estimate danger to foreigners (see 
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prove His Majesty’s consul-general's reply 
to sheiklf h representations 


Part XVIII. Transmits copy of translation 
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87 ' Sir G. Barclay .. 543 Tel. 


advance on Tehran. Transmits reply of 
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ment in No. 79 Is seen. Promulgation of 
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00 Mr. O’Beimo .. 346 Tel. 
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graphing to his (Government that, in spite 
of promulgation of electoral law, wrong 
construction might be placed upon Russian 
advance. Difficult to control application 
of money .. • • • • 

Shiraz. Kawatn-ul-Mulk wishes to place his 
estates under British protection. llnB in¬ 
structed His Majesty's consul to refuse .. 

DisiMtchof Russian troops. Refers to No. 74. 
linn refrained from making any further 
representation, as it would probably bo 
useless 

Russian consular agent at Shiraz. Refers to 
No. 11. Instructions have been sent to 
Russian chargd d’affaires at Tehran to con¬ 
sult with Sir G. Barclay as to appointment 

! of Nnsr-ed-Dowloh 

Anglo-Russian co-oneratiou in Persia. Refers 
to No. 77. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
expresses himself as desirous of cordial 
co-operation, and is much gratified by Sir 
E. Grey’s declaration to Russian Atubas- 
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91 T*> Sir G. Barclay .. 343 Tel. 


To Mr. O'Beimo .. 841 Tel. 


Russian consular agent at Shiraz. Refers to ( 
No. 91. Will not net on No. 96 until in¬ 
formation in received from Sir (). Barclay 
as to results of conference with Russian j 
charge d’affaires 

Sipahdar's demands. Enquires whether 
Borne mistake has not been made in i 
numbering in No. 71. os it seems stir- ] 
prising that dismissal of Minister of 
Telegraphs should be recommended .. I 

Situation at Shiraz. Refers to No. 10. To 
inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
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Majesty's Government hope he will return 
early and favourable answer to repre- 
suiiutions of llis Majesty’s Government.. 
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Majesty ’h consul-general reporting receipt 
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Customs. Undertakings given by anju- 
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Persian Minister of Telegraphs. Refora to 
No. 94. Mukhber-cd - Dowloh, though 
always friendly to His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, is markedly reactionary. Demands 
numbered 4 and 7 in No. 71 appeared 
reasonable .. 

Situation at. Bushire. Gives telogram from 
His Majesty’s consul-general referring to 
No. 90 and reporting interview with 
Darya Bcggi.. 

Bushire customs. Refers to Nos. 96 and 97*. 
Transmits telegram to Mis Majesty’s 
consul - general at Bushire approving 
advice to governor-general and reply to 
local assembly, ami giving instructions as 
to course proposed with regard to customs 
receipts. To discourage proposed boycott 
To explain presence of Russian troops .. 

Demands of Sipahdar. Reports that foreign 
legations lmvo received telegram from 
Sipahdar stating tluit if the court, on the 
advice of the representatives, accepts 
people's demands his followers will remain 
loyal to Sh<»h 

Situation at Bushire. Refers to No. 98. 
His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire 
reports that, local assembly has addressed 
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ulema of Tehran protesting against 
presence of Russian troops. Gives 
substance of reply to assembly which His 
Majesty’s consul-general has been in¬ 
structed to give 

Dispatch of Russian troops. Military 
authorities have received no information 
of departure from Baku, His Majesty's 
consul at Batoum instructed to report 
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Dispatch of Russian troops. Refers 
No. 101. Minister for Foreign Affui 
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necessary .. .. .. .. 
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Kawam-ul-Mulk. Approves No. 89 
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Indies, re|MU tlng that latter lias approved 
proposal of senior naval officer, Persian 
Gulf, to send detachment 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


xiii 


150 Sir G. Barclay .. 


July 14, 1909 Dispatchof troops. Refers to No. 143. Has 
communicated sulwtance of No. 143 to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who denies 
that additional troops have been sent. 
Information in No. 119 is confirmed by 
telegram from M. Sablino .. .. 78 

14, Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to No. 142. Has 

made communication to M. Isvolsky 
respecting proposed return of to Persia .. 79 

14, Situation at Tehran. Reports bombardment 

of revolutionary forces by Persian Cossacks 79 

14, Situation at Tehran. Reports bomlxirdruont 

of town. Is taking steps to induce the 
two imrties to open negotiations. Atti- 


153 Sir G. Lowther 


Situation at. Tehran. Refers to No. 151. 
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Has made communication to Porte .. 80 

14. Warning to Baluchis. Approves No. 132 

with regard to instructions to Ilis 
Majesty’s consul at Seistan. India Office 
are being consulted. To obtain, if possible, 
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terms of Sir G. Barclay’s note to Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs .. .. 82 

11. Intention of Baluchis to attack Bam and 

Kerman. Transmits copies of Nos. 129, 

132 and 150. Enquires whether resident at 
Chngai is in position to carry out instruc¬ 
tions similar to those in No. 132. and 
whether Lord Morloy can suggest any 
other stops .. ,. ., ’. 88 
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Date. 
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Page 


163 To Admiralty 


1C5 Consul Stevens 


167 Sir P. Cartwright ..I 


169 Anglo - Persian Oil 
Company 


173 “ Conseil provincial,” Telegraphic 

Azeri-aijan, to House 
of Common* (com¬ 
municated by the 
Speaker) 

171 Sir 0. Barclay .. 575 Tel. | 


July 14, 1909 Situation at Shinut. Refers to No. 117. 

Suggests Lords Commissioners should 
instruct commander of “Sphinx” to comply 
with any request of the kind which Ilia 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire may 
make. Transmits No. 140 

14, Mom's oxide concessions. Refers to No. 29. 

Information luis been telegraphed to His 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. Latter has 
been unable to see Minister for •Foreign 
Affairs, but thinks it inexpedient to press 
for Hormuz concession 

6, Dispatch of Russian troops to Persia. Reports 

departure of regiment of Cossacks, one 
lottery of guns, and two companies of 
sappers for Enzeli 

6, Return of Russian troops from Persia. Re¬ 

ports return to Caucasus of two companies 
of Rille Brigade 

12, Zil-es-Sultan. Reports interview with, in 

concert with Russian Ambassador. Zil’s 
reasons for returning to Persia. Argu¬ 
ments against his immediate return 

12, Zil-os-Sultan’a views of Persian affaire, 

al Refers to No. 167. Hus been able to 

ascertain from private conversation. Gives 
Zil’s reasons for wishing to return, his 
opinion of strength of revolutionary party 
in Peraia. and his views as to possible 
means of restoring order in Persia 

13, Agreement with Bakhtiari khans. Refers 

to No. 85. Surmise contained in last 
paragraph is correct Asks that an inde¬ 
pendent translation may lie obtained from 

14, Karim irrigation. Refers to No. 785, Part 

XVIII. Ix>rd Morley finds no reason to 
modify views expressed in Mr. Campbell’s 
I l.-tter’of 12th June, or to suggest auy 
alteration of instructions sent, in No. 736, 
Part XVIII. 

14, Khorka irrigation scheme. Refers to No. 34. 

I xml Morley agrees, but thinks local 
1 officers concerned take too sanguine a view 
of the future of the project, and thinks 
they should be warned not to let sheikh 
overlook difficulties .. 

14, Transfer of Consul McDouall from Moham- 

I inerah to Kermanshah. Refers to No. 84. 

| Lord Morloy concurs .. 

14, Russians in Persia. Protests against inter¬ 

vention on the part of.. 


Nationalist occupation of Tehran. Bom¬ 
bardment of town by Slurb’s troops. 
Royalist resistance in town at an end. 
Persons and pro|>erty of foreigners have 
not suffered 
I 

Russian troops in Persia. Russian colleague 
says manager of Russian Bank has sent 
telegram begging that troops might 1 h* 
wut to Tehran. M. Sablino thinks this 
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17G i Sir G. Barclay 


577 Tel. July 15, 1909 Shiraz. Refers to No. 136. Ilia Majesty’s 

consul reports groat improvement caused 
by announcement of Zil’s appointment .. 

578 Tel. 15, Situation in Tehran. Reports continued 

fighting. Refugees in legation. Esti¬ 
mated casualties 

Wounding of one of legation gholams. Re¬ 
ports 

Protection of Zil’s property. Refers to 
No. 125. Complaint refers to raiding by 
tribesmen of certain villages near Ispahan. 
Has done everything jiossiblo to induco 
Government to restrain tribesmen 


581 Tel. 15, 


Telegraphic 15, 


manager of Russian Bank has pressed for 
troops at Kazviu to lie brought on to 
Tehran 


359 Tel. 15, 


360 Tel 15, 


181 Sir P. Cartwright 


Zil-es-Sultan. Russian Government, ugreo 
with His Majesty’s Government as to 
desirability of return of, and have in¬ 
structed their Ambassador at Vienna to 
inako identic communication to Zil in 
concert with His Majesty’s Ambassador .. 

Shiraz, lias communicated substance of 
Nos. 123 und 123* to Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. Russian Government 
agree to proposed steps to pro vent arrival 
of Seyyia Lari at Shiraz 

Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to No. 158. Russian 
Ambassador has received instructions to 
inform Zil of his appointment as Governor 
of Pars, and to invito him to return viil 
Bushire. Russian Ambassador will not 
act until instructions received from His 
Majesty’s Government 

Anglo-Russian co-operation in Persia. Refers 
to Nos. 148 ami 175. Appreciation of 
moderation and restraint observed by 


186 To Sir G. Lowtber , 


lax 1 Sir G. Barclay 


104 Tel. 15, 


582 Tel 16, 


Russian troops in Persia. Refers to No. 153. 
To send instructions to His Majesty’s 
consul at Bagdad to explain to ulema 
purpose of dispatch of Russian troops 

Shiraz. Transmits copy of telegram, dated 
14th July, to commander-in-chief, Hast 
Indies, giving instructions as to dispatch 
of dotuchmeut 

Russian tr<x>ps. Refers to No. 180. Hopes 
Russian Government will reject bank 
manager’s request for protection of 


Crisis in Tehran. .Shnh expected to seek 
bast in Russian Legation at any moment, 
Ro|M)rts dispatch of soware to guard His 
Majesty 
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So. Name. No. J Date. 

191 I Sir G. Barclay •• 586 Tel. i July 10, 1909 


.. 680 Tel. 10. 


.. 587 Tel. 16, 


.. 588 Tel. 16, 


197 Mr. O'Beirno . . 361 Tel. 16, 


198 Sir G. Lowther .. 242 Tel. 16, 


199 To Sir G. Barclay •• 374 Tel. 16, 

200 To Mr. O'Beime .. 919 Tel. 16, 


201 I To Sir F. Cartwright . 268 Tel. 16, 


203 Anglo - Persian Oil .. 16, 

Company 


204 | To Admiralty 


205 i Count Benckeuduiff.. .. 16. 


Situation at Bushire. Transmits telegram 
from Major Cox giving proposals of 
anjuman, who wish to prevent customs 
receipts going to Tehran at present. De¬ 
fines authorisation given to Major Cox 

Ex-Shah. Transmits text of telegram 
addressed by him to Czar 

Cossack brigade. Refers to No. 174. 
Negotiations for continuation of employ¬ 
ment of. Situation in Tehran .. 

Bastis at Russian Legation. Names of some 
fresh arrivals. Soad-ed-Dowleh and 
Mukhber-ed-Dowleh are at His Majesty’s 
Legation 

Departure of ulema for Persia. Refers to 
No. 120. His Majesty’s consul-general at 
Bagdad has not yet replied. Suggests 
instructing Colonel Ramsay to inform 
ulema that Russian troops were not sent 
for purpose of intervention. No. 153 has 
nut yet arrived 

Situation at Tehran. Refers to No. 193. 
Action of Colonel Liakhow. Reports 
situation 

Anglo-Kussiun co-operation. Shah in refuge 
at Russian legation. Has communicated 
No. 185 to Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Future policy of Russia in view of action 
of Shah 

Turco-Peisian frontier. Effect of commu¬ 
nication of 13th July. Grand Vizier’s 
reply 

Zil-es-Sultan. Interpretation of guarantee 
(w*o No. 179) is correct 

New Government in Persia. His Majesty's 
Government will follow flame course ns 
that of M. Isvolsky (see No. 197) respect¬ 
ing recognition. To inform Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 

Zil-es-Sultan. To net with Russian col¬ 
league in making communication referred 
to in Nos. 182 and 181 

Zil-es-Sultan. To assure Zil that His 
Majesty’s Government will continue to 
look after his interests in Persia, and to 
explain extent of guarantee 

Geological survey. Enquires whether Foreigu 
Oil's-e i>os*e-ss any records of topographical 
survey <>f Persia. Proposes scheme for 
survey 

Shiraz. Refers t-< No. 163. His Majesty’s 
consul nqx.rts improvement in situation 
since announcement of Zil-es-Sul tan’s 
api>oiuluicnt ns Governor-General of Pars 

Possibility of Shah taking refuge at one of 
the legations. Transmits telegram to 
M. Sublino, communicated by M. Isvolsky, 
reiterating instructions of 1907.. 
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20G Sir G. Barclay .. 591 Tel. July 17, 1909 


207 i» ,, .. 592 Tel. 17, 


.J 593 Tel. 17, 


209 Mr. O’Beirne .. 362 Tel. 17, 


210 Sir F. Cartwright . 148 Tel. 17, 


212 Consul-General Cox.. 305 Tel. 17, 


213 To Sir G. Barclay .. 380 Tel. | 17, 


.. 388 Tel. 17, 


216 To Anglo - Persian Confidential 17, 
i Oil Comnaiiv 


217 Sir G. Barclay .. 594 Tel. 18, 


.. 695 Tel. , 18, 


.. 696 Tel. I 18, 


Possibility of appointment of Zil to the 
throne. Russian colleague apprehends 
such a selection would make M. Isvolsky’s 
position intolerable. Appointment not 
probable 

Nationalist request for audience of Shah to 
announce change of Sovereign. Transmits 
telegram from the two nationalist leaders. 
Sliali declines to receive deputation. His 
proposals as to succession 

Situation in Tehran. Reports all quiet. 
Asks whether warning could be given to 
“ Daily Telegraph ” as to exaggeration of 
their correspondent’s report 

Dispatch of force for protection of Russiun 
llnnk. Refers to Nos. 180 and 188. Has 
communicated Sir G. Barclay’s views to 
Russian Minister for Foreigu Affairs 

Zil-es-Sultan. Has suggested to Zil, in 
concert with Russian Amliassador, that he 
should return to Persia vift Bushire. Zil’a 
reasons for not falling in with this 
suggestion .. 

Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to No. 202. Has 
assured Zil of continued protection of His 
Majesty’s Government. Zil’s approval of 
Anglo-Russiau agreement 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Sheikh of 
Mohauimerah. Reimrta reaching of agree¬ 
ment. 16.050/. will Iks ready at Moham- 
inernh in a few days. Sheikh will have 
agreement endorsed by tribal elders. 
Suggests that company should be advised 
to Keep agreement, quiet at present 

Departure of ulema for Persia. Refers to 
No. 1 HU. It will bo sufficient to umko 
communication as proposed in No. 195 .. 

Allegod start of ulema for Persia. Com¬ 
munication authorised in No. 186 is practi¬ 
cally same as that proposed in No. 195. 
Unnecessary, therefore, to make further 
communication .. • • 

Communication to ulotna of Nojef and 
Kerbela. Informs of 

Difficulty arisen between His Majesty’s 
consul at Ahwaz and manager of conces¬ 
sions syndicate. Transmits No. 602, 
Part XVIII. Sir E. Grey concurs in Sir G. 
Barclay’s recommendations 

Kermanshah. Transmits telegram to His 
Majesty’s consul at, giving substauco of 
communication to be made to Daoud 
Khan. Men should bo surrendered if 
this is the ouly way of averting threatened 
pillage 

Situation at Tehran. Reports all quiet. 
Proclamation issued by Sipahdur and 
Sardar Assad announcing voluntary ab¬ 
dication of Shah and appointment of uew 
Shah and Regent 

Kermunsluih. Reports circumstances which 
gave rise to No. 217 .. .. •• 
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220 I Sir G. Barclay .. W? Tel. I July 18. 1909 


221 I Sir P. Cartwright .. 160 Tel. 18, 


Now Shah. Reporta arrangements for re- 
ception of at SuMaoatafaad •• •• 

Zil-ea-Sultan. Zil has received news of de¬ 
thronement of Shah. fliK own i>osition 
th uk changed, and he wishes now to return 
to Persia and to Tehran, Special appeal 
to His Majesty’s Government .. •• 1 

Affairs at Bushire, and attitude of German 
vice-consulate. Transmits copy of report 
furnished to Ilis Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran on, together with copy of des¬ 
patch to His Majesty’s Minister No. 3G 
of 27th June .. •• •• 1 

Knrkhah irrigation scheme. Refers to 
No. 736, Part XVIII. Transmits copy of 
letter from Lieutenant Wilson and report 
by Lieutenant Wilson on Karkhah River, 
with special reference to its suitability for 
irrigation 

Proposed dispatch of Russian troops. Refers 
to Nos. 10 ami 12. Describes representa¬ 
tions made to Minister for Foreign Affairs 
dissuading. Latter’s mind appears to bo 
made up. Reasons for dispatch of troops 
alleged by Minister for Foreign Affairs .. 

Proposed dispatch of Russian troops. Refers 
to No. 224. Reports decision of Council of 
Ministers to dispatch troops. Instructions 
to commander. Has communicated sug¬ 
gestion in No. 28 to Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who has sent instructions to M. 
Sublino 

Policy of non-intervention in Persia. Re¬ 
mits views of Minister for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs on, elicited during the course of 
several conversations. Minister for 
Foreign AffataTtwo mainlinesof argument, 
which disclose considerable difference be¬ 
tween his way of looking at the matter 
ami the point* of view of Hit* Majesty’s 
Government.. 

Russian press views on situation in Persia 
ami dispatch of Russian troops. Gives 


435 I 16, 


229 Sir G. Uiwther .. 545 14, 


282 Mirea Molidi Khou ,. I 


Dispatch of Russian troops. Has commimi- 
rated sulwtniice of No. 113 to Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who denies that additional 
troops have been sent. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs read reassuring telegram from M. 
Sublino. Objects of proposed dispatch of 

troops to Tehran 

Interference of Turkish Government in 
Persian affairs. Transmits communica¬ 
tions made to Porte jointly with Russian 
\ colleague. 1 'eminent on slight divergence 
of expressions in the two communications 

Attitude of Turkish public opinion towards 
Anglo-Ruusian intervention in Persia. 
Refers to No. lot. Transmits copy 01 
lutter from Ahmed Kira respecting 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 1G4. Would 
not hesitate, as far as they are concerned, 
to make it unpleasant for the Moulu 

Deposition of Sliah and proclamation of now 
Aliah. Reports, and appointment of Regent 
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Shall. Rejxirts notification of to the 
legation by Nationalist loaders .. 

Deposition of Shah, and accession of now’ 
Shah. Refers to No. 283. Transmits 
text of note announcing 

Shiraz. Reports state of anarchy at. Re¬ 
fusal of late governor to leavo in spite of 
Zil’s appointment, lias pressed for con¬ 
firmation of Zil’s appointment .. .. 

Ex-Shah's departure. Desirability of. Kx- 
Shah hopes for Russian support, and 
messages reaching him from the provinces 
promising support 

Kerman. Refers to No. 156. Transmits 
telegram from His Majesty’s consul 
(No. 22) pointing out iumoasibility of 
British community leaving Kerman.’ No 
danger if Baluchi advance can bo stopped 

Situation at Tabreoz. Minister for Foreigu 
Affairs has instructed Russian ehargo 
d'affaires to impress upon Persian Govern¬ 
ment necessity of sending governor- 
general with troops at once. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs’ reasons for taking this 
action. Fears trouble also at Ardebil 

Situation at Tnbrcez. Refers to No. 238. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has been 
informed by Turkish Ambassador that 
Sublime Porte have sent instructions to 
Turkish consul - general, on subject of 
Sattar and Baghir Khiuis, to effect that 
hast should not lie accorded to tirtJm any 
longer .. .. .. 

Arms traffic and disturliancos at Busline. 
Refers to No. 222. Iui|K>rtance of keeping 
secret names and identity of parties of 
whoso information use has been made (see 
No. 382, Part Will). In investigating 
further evidence respecting part played by 


Now Shah of Persia, lo recognise, when 
M. Sabline has received similar instruc¬ 
tions .. .. .. 

Departure of ex-Shah. Refers to No. 13, 
Part XIII, and No. 23G. Ilis Majesty's 
Government's proposals with regard to 
escort. Enquires viows 

Anglo-Russian co-operat ion in Persia. Count 
tieuckemlorff is evidently relieved that 
intervention has not boon necessary at 
Tehran. Appointment of Governor of 
Tabreez .. .. 

Zil-es-Sultau. Count Benckendorff has boon 
requested to ascertain M. Isvolsky’s 
opinion as to return of .. 


Ahmed Shah. Refers to No. 283. Count 
Benckendorff has Ix?en informed that Ilis 
Majesty’s Government think ex-Shah 
should leave for Russia without delay, and 
that now Shall should at once Is* rccoir- 
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24f, i To Sir F. Cartwright I 271 ToL |j* «. !«• BJ^bwKi ^ T. «9 


247 To Colonial Office ..: 


249 Sir G. Barclay 


To Sir 0. Barclay .. 389 Tol. 


Peter Kllow. Refers to No. 86. Im- 
possible to ask for extradition, and 
impolitic to ask for surrender of as a 
favour from Persian Government 

, Seim tan consulate and proposed threut to 
Baluchis. Transmits telegram sent to 
Viceroy, dated 16th July, referring to 
Nos. 129 and 132 

Shiraz. Transmits telegram (No. . r >2) to Ilis 
Majesty’s consul, ro|>orting that Govern¬ 
ment will not confirm appointment of Zil, , 
but that they have taken measures for | 
restoration of order .. • • • • I 

Ex-Sliah's appeal to Czar. Refers to No. 236. I 
Gives substance of telegram sent by 
ex-Shah to Czar. M. Sabline’s proposals 
as to wording of reply 

Amir Bahadur Jang’s followers. Reports 
| taking of bast by in neighbourhood of | 
| Russian Legation 

I Apiiointment of Zil-ea-Sultan os Governor- 
General of Pars. Refers to No. 244. In 


General of Pars. Ref 
view of unwillingness 
confirm, it would be 
Zil*8 reiuru to Persia 


Refers to No. 244. In 
ness of Government to 
be better to postpone 
s ia.151 


M. SaMine and Colonel Liakhoff. Reports 
difficulties between. Colonel Liakhoff 
under impression that Russian protection 
was extended to Cossack Brigade 

Situation at Tabreez. Has no news con¬ 
firming Russian information as to unsatis¬ 
factory nature of (see No. 238), but, if 
ilis Majesty’s ucting consul-general cor- ( 
roborntes news, will support Russian 
colleague’s representations 

Kermanslmh. Reports decided improvement 
in situation since dispatch of No. 219 

Shiraz. Transmits telegram from Shiraz 
(No. 72) reporting agreement arrived at 
with Russian consul that reinforcements 
should l*o sent at once if Assef-ed-Dowleh 
not removed from his post 

Alleged anti-Russian agitation In Tabreez. 
Refers to No. 251. Gives summary of 
report from Mr. Smart: popular meeting 
ut chief mosquo 

Departure of ex-Shah. Agrees with M. 
Subiino as to arrangements for e-scort. 

Possible delay in departure 

Proposed dispatch of Russian troops to 
Tehran. Approves action during crisis, 
also port played by Russian colleague .. 

Baluchi advance on Kerman. Refers to 
No. 237. To warn Persian Government 
that Ilis Majesty's Government will hold 
them re.sjsmsible for damage to lives or 
property of British subject* 
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2G1 To Sir G. Barclay .. 391 Td. July 20, 1909 Kermanshah and Mohammerah consulates. 

Approves language held to Sheikh of 
.Mohammerah with regard to exchange of 
consuls 


262 Anglo - Persian Oil 
Company 


263 SirG. Barclay .. 613 Tel. 


264 I „ „ .. 614 Tel. 


266 „ „ .. 616 Tel. 


Agreement with Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Transmit* copy of telegram from agents 
in Mohammerah, dated 17th July, giving 
substance of, and reporting signature. 
Thanks His Majesty's Government on 
behalf of company 


Governor of Shiraz. lias informed Mr. Bill 
that Ala-ed-Dowloh has been appointed, 
and instructed to restore order as soon as 
possible .. .. ,. 

Zil-os-Sultnn. Refers to Nos. 210 and 252. 
Recommends that the Zil should keep away 
from Persia as long as jjossible, hut if he 
goes, suggests ho had hotter go to Tehran 
and uot to Ispahan .. 


267 „ v .. 617 Tel. 


268 „ „ .. 618 Tel. 


269 | To Sir G. Barclay .. 393 Tel. 


Situation at Kerman. Requests authorisa¬ 
tion to use own discretion as to right 
moment for addressing warning in No. 260. 
Will hold Persian Government responsible 
if danger beiximes imminent 

Isp'ihan-Kum road. Change of Shall has 
produced good impression in provinces. 
Reports measures for ensuring security on 
rood .. .. .. -.. 

Khorkha irrigation scheme. India Office 
considers that officers in Khorkha district 
should be cautioned to see that sheikh 
does not overlook financial and oilier 
difficulties of the scheme. Approves 


270 To Mr. O’Beirue .. 948 Tel. 


271 To Sir F. Uartwright 276 Tel 


273 To Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company 


Departure of ex-Shah. To ask Russian Go¬ 
vernment their opinion of proposal in 
No. 258, tolling them that His Majesty’s 
Government approve the scheme. Ilis 
Majesty’s Government think question of 
civil list arrears, crown jewels, icc., could 
l)o settled afterwards ,. 

Zil-es-Sultan. To inform Zil that his appoint¬ 
ment as Governor of Kars will not lx* con¬ 
firmed by new Government, and that his 
return at present inadvisable . 

Situation at Kerman. Refers to No. 162. 
Transmits No. 237. Sir K. Grey will bo 
glad of early reply to No. 162 .. 

Agreement with Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Gives substance of No. 14. Suggests 
advisability of complying with request of 


271 Sir G. Barclay .. 620 TeL 


Ex-Shah’s financial affuirs. Refers to No. 270. 
Crown jewels constitute chief difficulty. 
Joint advice to Persian Government 
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275 SirG. Barclay ..I 621 Tel. | July 22, 1909 


276 | M „ J 622 Tel. 22, 


277 Mr. O’Beirne .. 365 Tol. 22. 


27ft 1 To Sir G. Barclay .. j 395 Tel. 22, 


2ft0 Anglo - Porsiau Oil ( .. | 21, 

Company 


Russian troops in Hernia. Reports roceipl of 
telegram from His Majesty's vice-consul 
at llesht respecting number of troops 
passing south 

Anti-Russian agitation in Tabroez: disorders 
at Ardebil. Refers to No. 257. Gives 
substance of two notes addressed by 
M. Sablino to Persian Government. Has 
supported M. Sabline’s representations .. 

Departure of Shah. Is laying beforo Minister 
for Foreign Affairs views contained in 
No. 270. Russian Government agree, but 
fear that expenses of his support will fall 
on them unless some arrangement made 
before he leaves 


Protection of Bahreinis in Persia. Refers to j 
No. 161. Lord Morloy concurs 

Imperial commissioner. Reports visit from 
Sadigh-es-Sultaneh, who showed copy of 
telegram from Nezanieddin authorising 
him t<> receive full salary. Enquires 
whether July instalment is to be paid, or 
whether it should l>u refused in view of 
Foreign Office letter of 12th June 

Agreement with sheikh. Refers to No. 273. 
Understand that it is Sir E. Grey’s desire 
that tliu whole sum of 16,500/. should be 
remitted in gold io sheikh. Instructions 
have been given accordingly. Difficulty 
of keeping arrangement secret for loug .. 

Nusr-ul-Mulk. Transmits copy of letter | 
from, enclosing translations «f telegrams | 
exchanged with newly appointed Regent, 
in Persia relative to his appointment as 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign j 
Affairs 


283 Sir G. Barclay .. 623 Tel. 


284 „ m .. 624 Tel. ' 28, 


285 Sir F. Cartwright .. 151 Tel. 23. 


| Ex-Shah's departure. Refers to No. 2ou. 

' States answer of the Czar to ex-Shah’s 

I telegram. Persian Government are for¬ 
mulating proposals respecting crown 
jewels, «.vc. .. .. . • • • 

Zil-es-Sultmi. Refers to No. 271. lias tried 
to persuade Zil not to return to Persia 
vet. Zil wishes to be allowed to go to ; 
' Tehran or Ispahan .. .. 

i Zil-es-Sultnn. Refers to No. 285. Zil is 
resolved to stay no longer in Europe. ' 


287 To Sir G. Barclay .. 397 Tol. 23, 


Salary of oil commissioner. Refers to 
No. 617, Part XVIll, and No. 113. Oil 
I coni|»any have been shown telegram by 
Sadigh-es-Sultaueh from Nezanieddin 
slating tluit former will claim July instal¬ 
ment. To enquire whether Persian Govern¬ 
ment wish salary still to bo paid to 
Sudigh-es-Sultnnoh Ull appointment of 
successor .. .. •. •• 


i 
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288 To Consul - General Telegraphic July 23,1909 Loan to Sheikh of Mohammorah. Oil com- 

pany have given instructions for 16,500/. 
to be shipped in payment of (see No. 212). 
Oil company will koep details of agree¬ 
ment secret as long as poasiblo .. 


289 To India Office 


290 Consul Steven* 


292 Count Benckendorff.. 


293 Sir G. Barclay .. 625 Tel. 


Geological survey. Transmits No. 203. 
Suggests that public edition of “The 
Geology of the Persian Gulf and the 
adjoining portions of Persia and Arabia," 
by G. B. Pilgrim, might supply tho com¬ 
pany with the information required 

Dispatch of Russian troops. Gives table of 
numbers of Russian force sent from 
Baku 

Assurances to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Refers to No. 152, Part XVIII. Transmits 
copy of enclosures in letter to Govern¬ 
ment of IndiA. dated 1st July, rolaiivo to.. | 163 

Disorders at Kermanslinh. Transmits tele¬ 
gram reporting that Turkish Ambassador 
at St. Petersburg!! has announced pro¬ 
posal of Porte to send detachment to 
Kcr mans hah, nnd giving M. Isvolsky’s 
reply. Enquires views of llis Majesty’s 
Government.. .. 

Persian finances. Position of Government. 
Considers request for loan probable, and 
suggests measures in such an event 

Anti-Russian agitation. Reports dispatch 
of circular ordering suppression of in 


295 Mr. O’Beirue .. 3C6 Tel. 


297 To Sir G. Barclay .. 110 24, 


298 Sir G. Barclay .. G27 Tel. 25. 


.. 628 Tel. 25, 


Disorders at Kermanshah. Turkish Ambas¬ 
sador has enquired bow Russian Govern¬ 
ment would view dispatch of Turkish 
troops. Russian reply 

Russian troops in Persia. Persian Minister 
lias enquired whether Russian Govern¬ 
ment are prepared to withdraw. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs' reply. Conversation 
with Minister for Foreign Affairs as to 
means of withdrawal .. 

Protection of trade - marks in Southern 
Persia. Refers to No. 52. Thinks proposal 
an excellent one, but Uussinn Government 
must be consulted. Opinion of Sir A. 
Nicolson .. 

Persian finances. Hears that loan has been 
raised from native merchants, but this 
will bo insufficient, and Government will 
have to seek foreign aid. Question of 
levying compulsory contributions* 

Situation at Tabrooz. Transmits telegram 
from acting consul-general reporting on. 
Question of Sattar and Ikigher coming 
to Tehran 


801 „ „ .. 630 Tel. 25, 



deputation requesting llis Majesty to give 
up jewels- Kx-Shah's debts and |>ensiou 

Situation at Shiraz. Hears that Sowlot-ed- 
Dowleh is marching on Tehran. lias 
instructed Major Cox to dispatch sepoys 
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No. 
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Subject. P 

age 

302 1 

Sir G. Lowther 

554 

uly 15, 1909 

lemas of Mesopotamia. Transmits despatch 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, submit¬ 
ting translations of letters written by him 
to, enjoining on them to do their utmost 
to restore peace in Persia 

169 

303 

. 

579 

21, 

klujtehedsof Nejcf and Kerbela. Transmits 
paraphrase of telegram dispatched to His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad in 
accordance with No. 186 

170 

304 

1 

Mr. O’Bcirue 

438 

17. 

Shah at Russian legation. M. Isvolsky 
relieved at news of Shah having taken 
refuge, which he takes to mean abdication. 
Future attitude of Russian Government .. 

171 

305 1 

India Office 


24, 

Kerman. Transmits telegram to Viceroy, 
dated 22nd July, relative to position of 
British community at .. 

171 

.306 

. 


26, 

Kerman and Shiraz. Transmits telegram 
from Viceroy, dated 24th July, reporting 
result of warning to Baluchis. Situation 
at Kerman improved, also at Shiraz 

172 

307 

Admiralty.. 

Confidential 

26, 

Shiraz. Transmits telegram, dated 25th July, 
from Ilis Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx,” report¬ 
ing disputch of naval detachment for 
Shiraz 

173 

308 

Sir G. Barclay 

631 Tol. 

26, 

• 

Accession of now Shah. Requests advice as 
to whether to wait till presentation of new 
credentials to congratulate Shah or to do 
so now. M. Saldino is making similar 
enquiry 

173 

309 

Consul-General Cox.. 

769 Tel. 

26, 

Disturbances at Shiraz. Reports departure 
of reinforcement for Shiraz 

173 

310 

To Mr. O’Beiruo 

964 Tel. 

26, 

Disturbances at Shiraz. Refers to Nos. 301 
nnd 309. To explain to Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that reinforcements have lx»n sent 
on recommendation cf His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bufthiro 

173 

ail 

. 

lie.’) Tol. 

26. 

Dispatch of Turkish troops to Kermanshah. 
Enquiry has been made by Turkish Ambas¬ 
sador similar to that rtqmrtod in No. 295. 
Reply of ilis Majesty’s Government 

174 

312 

To Sir K. Bertie 

321 

Coufidontia 

26, 

Appointment ot Nasr-ul-Mulk. Refers to 
Ni>. 282. To inform Nasr-ul-Mulk that 
His Majesty’s Government are glad to 
learn that ho lias accepted the appoint- 
ments, aud trust that he will hasten his 
dopaitnro for Persia .. 

174 

313 

To Sir G. Lowther . 

219 

20, 

Disturbances at Kermanshah. Turkist 
Ambassador states that Rifant has sug¬ 
gested dispatch of dotaohmont of Turkud 
troops. Turkish Amlwssador has beet 
informed that order now restored, and 
pro|x)sed action unnecessary, and has tele 
graphed in this sense to his Govern 

174 

314 To Anglo-Persian 0 
Company 

.. 

26. 

Agreement between Mr. D’Arcy and Bakbtiar 
Khans. Refers to No. 169. Ilis Majesty’ 

1 Minister will be instructed to have trails 
' lation made, which will l»e forwarded i 

1 due course .. .. • • 

. 174 
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To Anglo-Poraian Oil 
Company 


319 j Sir G. Barclay 

320 To Sir G. Barclay .. 


To Count Benckondorfl 


July 26, 1909 


G33 Tel. 
402 Tel. 


324 | India Ofllco 


325 Sir G. Barclay 


I 634 Tol. 29, 

I Very Conf.' 


.. | 636 Tel. 29, 


.. 636 Tol. 29, 


Agreement with Sheikh of Mohamraorah. 
Sir E. Grey’s wishes have boon correctly 
interpreted. Informs of No. 288 

Anglo-Russian protection. Considers ex- 
Shah and his family alone as being under 
joint protection. Rest are ordinary Russian 
txistis. Persian Government wish to bring 
some persons to justice. Refers to No. 18, 
Part XV. 

Encroachments on Persian territory. Tur¬ 
kish Ambassador has shown telegram 
reporting encroachments by Russians. 
M. Sazonow speaks as if he knows nothing 
about it .. .. .. • • | 

Persian* telegraphs. Refers to No. 535, 
Part XVIII. Proposes that charge conse¬ 
quent on transfer of above sum of 20,000 
rupoos per annum bo shared equally by 
Imperial and Indian exchequers 

Tehran elections. Reports dates 6xed 6th, 
7th, and 8th August .. 

New Shah. Refers to No. 308. To join 
Russian collcaguo in offering congratula¬ 
tions to 

Situation at Tehran. To try to obtain settle¬ 
ment of question of bastis on lines of 
No. 316 

Disorders at Kermanshah. Turkish proposal 
to send troops. Refers to Nt). 292. 
Towfik has made similar communication. 
Reply of flis Majesty’s Government 

Road concessions. Points out that conces¬ 
sions expire in 1912, hut that unsettled 
state of country has rendered execution of 
work impossible. Bequests that legation 
will inform Persian Government in this 


Kerman. Refers to Nos. 162 and 272. Lord 
Morloy enquires whether Sir B. Grey 
would’ think it desirable to warn Govern¬ 
ment of India to be ready to dispatch 
troops to the Gulf at short notice 

Russian troops in Tabreez. Transmits tele¬ 
gram from Uis Majesty’s acting consul 
reporting that Russians contemplate |>os- 
aibUity of staying on during winter. 
Necessity of sending force with now 
governor as only means of inducing 
Russians to leave 

Zil-es-Sultan. Constantinople aniuman has 
telegraphed to Satnsam that Zil’s attempt 
to obtain Regency must be frustrated 

Auglo-Pcrsian Oil Company. Refers to 

No. 269. Transmits telegram from Consul- 
general at Bunhiro ru|»orting desire of j 
company to start Operations, and asking 
permission to instruct Wilson to start. 
Asks instructions .. .. • • 


[1665] 
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328 i 

Sir G. Barclay 

637 Tel. J 

uly 29, 1909 / 

mglo-Ruwian co-operation in Persia, hi. 
Sabline informs him that M Novoe 
Vrcmya” correspondent has sent article 
reporting that Ilia Majesty’s legation aro 
undermining Russian influence. Comments 
on thus and on Ruaso-Persian relations .. 

179 

329 ! 

Sir F. Cartwright .. 

151 Tel 

29, '/ 

Sil-es-Sulton. Zil has decided to return to 
Persia. Busman Government have given 
him free leave to go through Russian 
territory .. .. •• 

179 

330 

To Mr. O’Boirno 

382 Tel. 

29, 

Anglo-Russian co-operation in Persia. Should 
urge on Russian Government desirability of 
preventing publications such as that re¬ 
ferred to iu No. 828 .. 

179 

331 

Sir G. Barclay 

638 Tol. 

30, 

Mufakhor-ul-Mulk. Reports arrest and execu¬ 
tion of. Refers to No. 95, Part XVI11. 
IIo had Russian protection, which may 
cause difliculties. Execution of Sani 
lla/rat 

180 

332 


639 Tel. 

SO, 

Colonel Liakhoff. Hears of recall of 

180 

338 

Mr. O’Beiruo 

370 Tel. 

30, 

“Novoe Vrcmya ” Tehran correspondent. 
Refers to No. 330. Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs will sec if hint can be 
convoyed to “Novoe Vremyn.” Gives 
substance of article comidained of 

180 

334 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

[ 107 Tel. 

30, 

Advance to Persian Government. Uefors to 
No. 325. Inndviwiblo to consult bank 
manager us to. Guarantee of new Persian 
Government would Ihj quite admissible. 
To do nothing without consulting M. 
Sabline 

181 

335 

Sir G. Barclay 

040 Tel. 

Au(r. 2, 

1 Indo-European Telegraph Department. Re¬ 
ports proposed dispatch of repair parties. 
Propose* to apply for escorts .. 

181 

336 

.. » 

641 Tol. 

2, 

Tchmn-Shnhrud line. Minister of Tclo- 
graplis has reque*tod that erection of 
second line should bo undertaken in 
autumn. Considers definite reply had 
better bo avoided 

181 

337 

. 

, 642 Tol. 

2, 

Ex-Sbnh'a de|wture. Reports little further 
progress towards. Recent trials have 
damaged His Majesty. Question of jewels 
mid llis Majesty's civil list. Hopes there 
will lie no further delay 

181 

338 

” " 

130 

Juno 28, 

Bluejackets at Buahire. Transmits copy ol 
despatch from His Majesty’s consul- 
general regarding withdrawal of. Sug¬ 
gest* Admiralty may be requested to con 
vey to officers concerned Major Cox'i 
appreciation of their services .. . 

. 182 

339 


. 131 

30, 

Hormuz oxide. Difficulties to whicl 

Messrs. EUinger refer ure a thing of th 
past. Messrs. EUinger seem to fail t- 
realise dobt. of gratitude which Moiu owe 
f«.r action of llis Majesty’s consul a 
Bunder Abbas. Is making representntio 
to Main with regard to his langimg 
reported iu Messrs. ElUnger’s letter ( 
11th May .. 

li 

0 

0 

t 

0 

)f 

.. 183 

34' 

0 „ „ 

.. 133 

July 8, 

Situation at Bush ire. Transmits cony < 

telegram from Darya Boggi to his Tehra 
agent respecting, communicated by 11 
Majesty’s consul-general. Comments c 
Darya Ueggi’s portion 

if 

183 
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No. 
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SOBJECT. 

P*go 

341 

Sir G. Barclay 

133a 

July 9, 1909 

Sheikh of Mohammemb and Bakhtiari forces 
at Ispahati. Refers to No. 760. Report 
that sheikh supplied Bakhtiari with money 
is true, but Major Cox states that money 
is loan advanced on leuso of Ram Hormuz 

184 

342 


134 a 

12, 

Advance on Tehran. Anticipations in No. 54 
have been quickly falsified. Gives resumtf 
of events. Transmits report from Mr. 
Grahamo of what passed at interview with 
Sardar Assad, and copy of joint communi¬ 
cation to Sipahdar, with demands of 
nationalists, momonuidum on joint repre¬ 
sentations of 3rd July, and instructions to 
Major Stokes and Mr. Churchill 

184 

343 


135 

12, 

Zil-es-vSultan's property nt Ispahan. Refers 
to No. 489, Part XVIII. Has obtained 
from Minister for Foreign Affairs re¬ 
peated orders to Bakhtiari to desist from 
depredations. Can tako no further action. 
Guarantees could not cover indiscriminate 
plundering by tribes 

192 

344 


137 

16, 

Events in Persia. Transmits monthly sum¬ 
mary of .. .. .. .. 

193 

845 


140 

16, 

Movements of Bakhtiari khans and their 
attitude towards constitution. Transmits 
Memorandum by Major Stokes on 

199 

846 

Sir G. Lowther 

592 

26. 

MujtohedN of Xojef and Kerbola. Refers 
to No. 302. Transmits desixitch from 
Ili.s Majesty’s consul-general nt Bagdad 
enclosing translation of reply from to 
consul-general's letter requesting them to 
oudeavour to restore peace in Persia 

202 

347 

Mr. O’Beirnu ,, 

446 

27, 

Withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazvin. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs’ reply to*re- 
quest of Persian Minister for withdrawal. 
Reasons for retention of troops M. Is- 
volsky thinks Persian Government would 
resent strengthening of legation guard in 
Tehran 

204 

848 


417 

28, 

Situation at Tnbreez. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has instructed Russian charge 
d’alfairea to impress on Persian Govern¬ 
ment necessity of atunce souding governor- 
general. Danger at Ardebil. Another 
punitive expedition is contemplated against 
the Shahsevans, ns previous one (see Noe. 
136* and 203, Part. XIV) hud not had 
satisfactory results. Interview with 
Turkish Ambassador .. 

205 

349 

Admiralty,, 

Confidential 

Aug. 2, 

Shim. Transmits telegram from com- 
mander-in-chief, East Indies, dated 2ml 
August, reporting arrival of naval de¬ 
tachment at Shiraz on 2nd August 

206 

350 

Sir G. Barclay 

643 Tol. 

3, 

Disorders at Ardebil. Refers to No. 276. 
Russian Minister is making representa¬ 
tions. Is supporting Russian colleague in 
urging measures for restoring order 

207 

351 

. 

644 Tel. 

3, 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 112. Strick 
would bo anxious to obtain Moiu’s con¬ 
cession. Discusses question of supjjorting 
Strick 

207 

852 


645 Tel. 

3. 

Kx-Shuh. Refer* to No. 337. Hus very 
small hope of inducing Shah to give up 
jewels and accept civil liHt without strong 
pressure 

207 
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646 Tel. Aug. 3, 1909 


Sir G. Barclay 


To Persia» Transport. 
Company 


Russian troops for Tabreez. Refers to No. 

317. Transmits telegram from Tabreez 
reporting that no news heard of troops on 
Araxc* 

Shiraz. Reports arrival of reinforcements .. 

Insecurity of roads in Middle and Southern 
Persia. Transmit® copy of letter received 
from firms connected with the chamber 
who are interested in trade with Persia 
representing.. 

Ardebil. Refcre to No. 350. RonsUn chxrgd 
d'ffajiires bus lioon promised a note from 
Persian Government announcing departure 
of strong governor for, with strong escort 

Execution of former Russian basti. Rotors 
to No. 331. Acting Minister for foreign 
Affairs has apologised to M. Sablino 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company and lialchtiari 
klmi*. Transmits despatch from consul 
at Atman concerning letter addressed 
by manager to khans concerning their 
share# 

Shah's tutor. Impression at St. Peters 
burgh of reported intentiou to reraovr 
M. Smirnow is very bad. l>r. Bindley lias 
yet received no proposal 

Proposed dispatch of Russian troops to 
Ardebil. Refers to No. 350. Russian 
Government have decided on on principle, 
but question is not an immediate one .. 

Governorship of Tabreez. In view of 
No. 354 it may still be worth considering 
whether appointment of Ala-ed-Dowleh | 
could bo arranged .. • • I 

Road concessions. Transmits Nos. 323 and 
364. To address communication in sense 
desired .. • • 

Kerman. Refers to No. 324. Sir E. Grey 
concurs in Lord Morloy’s suggestion, 
though there is reason to hope that 
dispatch of troops will not bo necessary .. 

Road concessions. Refers to No. 823. In¬ 
forms of No. 362 

Hormuz oxide. Hears that Mein's conces¬ 
sion is to bo cancelled, and that a Persian 
subject is ready to give Government 
80,000 tomans per annum for tho con¬ 
cession. Refers to No. 351 . • 

Indian guard for oil company. Major Cox 
reports that company's agent lias agreed 
to withdrawal of. Major Cox has sub- 
mitted proposal to Indian Government foi 
retention of portion of guard as escort 
for Lieutenant Wilson (see No. 327) 

Ex-SItah*s financial arrangements. Gives 
remits of negotiations referred to in 
No. 352. Russian colleague suggests 
Shah should atari on 17th August 
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No. 

Date. 
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Pag. 

368 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

410 Tel. 

Aug. 5, 1909 

Russian officers of Cossack brigade and Zil- 
CH-Sultan. Records conversation with 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affaire 
respecting. Question of tutor for Shah 
and Russian troops in Persia. Satisfaction 
at working of Anglo-Russian entente .. 

212 

369 

To India Office 


’ 

Escorts for Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment's repairing parties. Transmits No. 
335. Sir E. Grey is disposed to approve 
Sir G. Barclay’s suggested communication 
to Persian Government 

213 

370 

. 

Confidential 

5. 

Persian telegraphs. Refers to No. 427, 
Part XVII1. Transmits copies of No. 535, 
Part XVIII, and No. 318 

213 

371 

India Office 


5, 

Geological surveys in Persia. Refers to 
No. 289. Lord Morley agrees. In view 
of their letter of 15th July, I.ord Morloy 
would suggest that Anglo-Pcreian Oil 
Company might bo warned that no financial 
assistance can bo afforded towards pro¬ 
jected survey 

214 

372 

Sir G. Barclay 

655 Tel. 

6, 

Special tribunal. Refers to No. 331. Nation¬ 
alists have now dispensed with.. 

214 

378 

Mr. O'Beirno 

376 To!. 

6, 

Departure of ex-Shah. Refers to No. 367. 
lias spoken to M. Snzonow in sense of Sir 
G. Barclay’s telegram. Ilia Excellency 
says immediate departure iB desirable, 
though in this case Modjliss might refuse 
to ratify arrangement about Shah’s pension 

214 

374 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

412 Tel. 

6, 

Oxido concessions. To support Moin if it in 
of any use obtaining concession for him; 
if of mo use. to try to secure it for Strick. 
For details, to communicate with latter’s 
agent .. .. >. 

214 

375 

To Mr. O’Beirne 

1021 Tel. 

6, 

Departure of ex-Shah for Russia. Refers to 
No. 307. To communicate arrangement* 
to Russian Government, and to ask thorn 
to invito ex-Shah to start for Russia on 
tho 17th August 

215 

376 

. 

1030 Tel. 

G, 

Loan of Mr. New. To ascertain when Russian 
Government will bo ready to reply to 
matter in No. 13 

215 

377 


233 

Confidential 

6, 

Russian policy regarding Persia. Report ' 
conversation with M. Isvolsky and Count 
Benckendurff at Cowes on 3rd August re¬ 
specting 

215 

373 

Sir G. Barclay 

656 Tel. 


Chief of Tehran police. Refers to No. 368. 
Individual referred to was leading spirit 
of Sipahdar’s forces. Interference by 
Russia would only aggravate difficulties 
of Persian Government. Excellent order 
lias been maintained in Tehran .. 

216 

379 

. 

657 Tel. 

7, 

Zil-es-Sultan. Reports departure of from 
Rosht for Tohran 

217 

330 


65* Tel 

7, 

-Mr. Now. I Lis decided not to approach 
Minister of Telegraphs on matter in No. 376 

217 

381 

. 

659 Tel. 

7, 

Russian troops in Azerbaijan. His Majesty# 
consul at Tubrooz rqwrts withdrawal of n 
portion 

217 


[icr.5] 
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382 SirG. Barclay .. 660 Tol. Aug- 7, 1909 


383 „ „ . • 661 Tol. 8, 


884 Mr. O’Boirno .. 382 Tol. 8, 


from Tnbreez reporting withdrawal of 
Turkish troops from villages in Drumia 
district 

Governor of Shiraz. Refers, to No. 354. 
Reports appointment of Ain-ed-I)owleh. 
Part of reinforcement for His Majesty’s 
consulate can now bo withdrawn 


Foreign Affairs says no decision can be 
taken as to His Majesty’s future place of 
residence until next meeting of Council of 
Ministers 

Condition of trade routes. 'I ransmits 
memorandum on. especially Bushire- 
Shirnz route, drawn up by Ilis Majesty’s 
vice-consul. Suggests possibility of 
taking action 

Anglo-Porsian Oil Company’s agreement 
with Sheikh of Mohatnuicrnh. Refers to 
No. 212. Transmits copy of, dated 16th 
July, 1909 .. 

Views of Mujtehcds of Bagdad on presence 
of British and Russian troops in Persia. | 
Transmits memorandum by His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bagdad giving 

Insecurity of trade routes in Middle and 
Southern Persia. Refers to No. 355. 
Transmits letter from Messrs. E. S. Davids, 
Sons, ami Co. and others respecting 

Situation in Tehran Transmits extract from 
letter from chief manager of bank in 
Tehran, dated 21st July, describing 

Russian bastis in Western Persia. Reports 
that relative of Maku khan has taken 
hist at. Baynzid. Opinion of M. Sablino 
as to stops to l>e taken. Suggests general 
amnesty. Comments on situation 


391 „ •• 068 Tel. 9, 


.. AM Tel. ! 9. 


893 | Mr. O’Boime .. 383 Tol. 


894 To Sir G. Barclay .. 114 Tol. 


Departure of ex-Shah. Refers to Nos. 373 
and 384. Stipulations regarding depar¬ 
ture are essential jiart of recent agreement 
between Persian Government and two 
legations 

Loan of Mr. Now. Refers to No. 376. In 
view of No. 380, no further action is 
being taken ., 

Khcrkha Irrigation. Refors to No. 827. 
Suggestion is being made to India Office 
to sanction Wilson’s survey 


896 To Mr. O’Boime .. 230 


Atiglo-Russian co-operation. Records inter¬ 
view with M. Isvolsky, who expressed 
pleasure at tho agreement between the 
policies of tho two Governments 
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397 To India Office 


399 Mr. F. C. Strick 


Aug. 9, 1909 Kherkha irrigation scheme. Refers to 
No. 171. Transmits Nos. 223, 827, and 
3G6. Transmits also draft telegram to 
Sir G. Barclay directing latter to enquire 
as to monthly cast of sowars, and timo for 
which they would be needed by Mr. Wil¬ 
son for the proposed investigation. En¬ 
quires whether Lord Morloy would 
sanction Mr. Wilson’s survey,ami whether 
Government of India will bear half 
expense of guard 

9, Geological and topographical survey. Refors 

to No. 289. The company are already 
acquainted with publication referred to, 
which is insufficient for thoir purposes. 
Enquires whether Government of India 
would be ready to sharo in expense of 
survoy proposed by tho company 

9, Hormuz oxide. Transmits copy of telegram 

from Mr. Brown. Thanks for promise to 
communicate at once what Sir G. Barclay 
reports 


.. Telegraphic! 10, 


403 To Mr. O'Buirno 


l 0 1 J To Admiralty 


405 Sir G. Ban-lay 


386 Tel. 10, 


1069 Tel. 10, 


667 Tel. 11, 


| Guarantees to Zil-es-Sultan. Zil understands 

| that assurances as to property during 

; absence are annulled by his return, but 
trusts former assurances hold good. If 

1 so, hopes His Majesty’s Minister will be 
instructed to help him to return to Europe 

Governorship of Fare. Refers to No. 383. 
Hears that Persian Government intend to 
revoke apjwintment of Ain-ed-DowIoh> 

Is urging them not to do so 

Departure of ex-Shah. Refers to No. 392. 
Has spoken to Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on subject of, in anticipation of 
instructions, suggesting that Ilis Majesty 
might reside temporarily at Tiflis. M. 
Sazonow does not anticipate serious diffi¬ 
culties, though he cannot get his instruc¬ 
tions until next Council of Ministers 

General amnesty. To ascertain views of 
Russian Government as to suggestion in 
No. 390. To inform Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will instruct Sir G. Barclay to press 
on Persian Government adoption of this 
^Sff^bon, if Russian Government concur 

Bluojackets landed at Bushire. Transmits 
No. 338. Hopes that Lords Commis¬ 
sioners may comply with wish of Sir G. 
Barclay and His Majesty’s consul-general 
that officers concerned should bo thanked 
for their services 

Zil-es-Sultan. Reports Zil taken back to 
Rcwlit by Nationalists. Zil’s son has 
again requested intervention of Ilis 
Majesty’s legation (see Sir 0. Spring-Rice’s 
despatch No. 59 of 27th March, 1907) .. 

Bastis at Russian legation. Refers to 
No. 310. Some of bastis would naturally 
leave with ox-Shah, and would ipw facto 
share joint protection. Presumes tboro is 
no objection to granting protection during 
journey only.. .. ® , 
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No. | 
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Subject. 

Page 

407 

Mr. O'Beimo .. 1 

388 Tel. ^ 

Aug. 11, 1909 

General amnesty. Refers to No. 408. M. 
Sazonow promises that suggestion will bo 
considered .. 

286 

408 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

418 TeL 

11, 

Zil-es-Snltan. His Majesty’s Government 
will reply that they consider Zil’s return 
releases them from all guarantees, but 
they will do all they can to facilitate his 
dejjarturo. Enquires viows 

23G 

409 

To India Office 


11, 

Loan of Mr. Now. Transmits copies of 
Nos. 380 and 393. Sir K. Grey proposes 
to authorise Mr. O’Beimo to abstain from 
approaching Russian Government again 
on the subject .. .. 

286 

410 

-Mirra Molidi Khun .. 


11, 

Russian troops in Persia. Transmits two 
telegrams from Persiau Government pro¬ 
testing against .. .. * 

237 

111 

India Office 


11, 

Withdrawal of sepoys from Jask. Transmits 
copy of enclosures in letter from Govern¬ 
ment of India, dated 1st July, relative to.. 

238 

412 

Sir G. Barclay 

608 Tel. j 

12. 

Governorship of Furs. Anticipations in 
No. 101 realised. Noticeable tendency to 
give governorshijw to men now to pro¬ 
vincial administration .. 

238 

413 

Mr. O'Bcimu 

390 Tel. 

12, 

Demrture of cx-Shah. Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs hojjes to obtain assent of 
Czar to Shah's residing at Kicff. Russian 
Government cannot consent to His Ma¬ 
jesty’s departure until Persian Govern¬ 
ment guarantee his debt to Russian Bank 

289 

114 

" ” * * 

391 Tel. 

12, 

English tutor for Shall. Refers to No. 3G8. 
M. Sazonow hopes M. Smirnoff will Ixj 
retained,but hus no objection to Dr. Lindlcy 1 
giving English lessons .. .. j 

239 

415 


391 Tel. 

12, 

General amnesty. Refers to No. 107. Rus¬ 
sian Government have sent instructions as 
proposed to Russian chargd d'affaires, and 
nope llis Majesty’s MinisterntTehran will 
bo similarly instructed.. 

289 

416 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

119 Tut 

12, 

Zil-es-Sultan. Approves last paragraph of 
No. 405 

240 

Ilf 

. 

120 Tel. 

12, 

Tutor for Shah. Refers to No. 411. To do 
what is possible to prevent removal of 
M. Smirnoff, and to see that solution of 
the matter is.natiafactory to Russian col¬ 
league 

240 

418 

To Messrs. Andrew 
NVeir n n<l Co. 


12, 

Hormuz oxide. Enquires as to accuracy of 
statement that on 4th December. 1908, 
contract was signed with Messrs. EHinger 
for ptirehaso of oxide .. 

j 240 

119 

India (illicit 


12, 

Escorts for Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment's repairing parties. Refers to 

No. 36.i. Lord Morley concurs, but action 
to be taken will require careful considera¬ 
tion. Transmit* copy of memorandum by 
director-iii-chief of Indo-European Tele¬ 
graph Department 

210 

120 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 

421 Tol 

13, 

General amnesty. It* s to N->s. lift and 
|o3. T<» concert with Russian colleague 






as t«» best means of pn■curing .. 

211 
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421 To Sir G. Barclay .. 422 Tel. Aug. 13, 1901) Escorts for repairing parties of Indo-Euro¬ 

pean Telegraph Department. Approves 
No. 335. It might bo better to supply 
escort from M ok ran levy corps than to 
employ Indian troops.. .. 

422 Messrs. Andrew Weir .. 13, Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 418. Sir E. 

a!,( * Uo. Grey has been correctly informed 

423 Sir G. Barclay .. ^669 Tel. 14, Departure of ex-Shah. Refcre to No. 413. 

Confidential Russian Minister endeavouring to obtain 

settlement by Persian Government of ex- 
Shah’s debt to Banquo d’Escompte. This 
need not delay departure, which is an¬ 
nounced for 18th August 

42 ^ *• »> • • ^70 Tel. 14, Pillaging of Karadagh villages belonging to 

Russian subject. Transmits telegram 
(No. 179, Confidential) from Ilia Majesty's 
conmil - general at Tabreez roi>orting. 
Russian consul - general has suggested 
sending frontier commissioner with escort 
of 100 Cossacks 

425 »» »» •• 671 TeL 14, Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line. Refers to 

No. 33G. Roply to Persian Government 
cannot ho longer delayed. Russia will, 
however, presumably raise question of 
exchange. This should be doforred till 
Russians evacuate Kazvin 

426 »* »» •• * 41 July 19, Electoral law. Refers to No. 6G. Trans¬ 

mits translation of, dated 1st .July, us 
finally promulgated .. 

427 ” >» •• 142 23, Advance on Tehran. Refers to No. 842. 

Reports on entry into Tehran of 
nationalist forces, and transmits memoraii* 
dum by Mr. Churchill on the subject 

<28 Cousul-Goimiul Cox.. 9 23, Anglo - Persian 0D- Company's agreement 

Commercial with Sheikh of Mohammerah. Refers to 

No. 38G. Transmits duplicate copy of, 
with memorandum containing explanatory 
note. Gives details of proceedings in con¬ 
nection with the negotiations .. 

<29 Mr. O'Beirm, .. <53 Au K . 1, #ovoo Vremra" Tehran corroapondeat. 

Refers to Nos. 328 and 333. Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs will see 
whether hint can Ixi conveyed to " Novoe 
Vrornyu." Press contradictions of “ Novoe 
Vremya” report 

430 Sir G. Lowther .. G28 ft, Mujtehcds nnd unrest in Persia. Refers to 

No. 346. Transmits despatch from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad re¬ 
porting replies from two other MujUlieds 

431 ” n *• Ulema of Nejef and Korbcla. and situation 

in Persia. Transmits despatch from His 
Majesty s consul-general at Bagdad for¬ 
warding translation of furtlior joint letter 
from ulema .. 

<92 India Oflico .. .. 14 , Loan of Mr. Now. Hof ora to No. m 

Lord Murley coiicuih 

433 ” ” ** I 17 > Kerman. Transmits copy of telegram to 

Viceroy, dated 7th August, warning that 
it may bo necessary to send troops to 
Gulf 


.. 070 Tel. 14, 


•* 2 & ,, „ .. GTlToL 14, 


42 6, ..141 July 19, 


427 „ „ .. 142 23, 


428 | Consul-General Cox.. 9 23, 

Commercial 


429 Mr. O’Beirne .. 453 Aug. 1, 


430 Sir G. Lowther .. G28 ft, 


4yi h », .. G33 8, 
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434 Sir 0. Barclay .. 672 TcL Aug. 17, 1909 


135 Major Cox.. .. 834 Tel 17, 


436 To Mr. O’Beime .. 1172 Tol. 17, 


437 To Sir 0. Barclay .. 127 17, 


438 To India Office 


439 Messrs. Ellioger and i 


440 Sir 0. Barclay .. 673 Tol. 18, 


441 Mr. O’Beirne .. 407 Tel. 18, 


442 To Sir 0. Barclay .. 424 Tol. 18, 


Ex-Shah's departure. Two further ques¬ 
tions respecting, viz., Ill's Majesty’s debt 
to Russian Bank and claims and charges 
against persons iu his suite 

Anglo-Persian Oil Compauy. Agreement 
with sheikh has been ratified by tribal 
elders .. .. .. .. 

Ex-.Shah’s departure. Refers to No. 134. 
To suggest to Russian Government that 
ex-Shah should be warned that if ho 
intrigues, the two Government* will do 
nothing to oppose any’decision of Persian 
Government to reduce his pension 

Russian troops in Persia. Records inter¬ 
view with Persian Minister, who complains 


Second win* on Tehran-Shahrud telegraph 
line. Refers to No. 370. Transmits 
No. 425. Sir E. Grey is disposed to tele¬ 
graph to St, Petersburg!) iu sense of 
penultimate paragraph ,. 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to Foreign Office 
letter of 3rd May. Informs of intention 
to ship oxide for Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Co., about 26th August. Refers to 
No. 307, Part XVI. Requests that Messrs. 


Ex-Shah’s property. Ex-Shah refuses to 
give up property on lines of arrangement 
referred to in No. 434. Hopes Ilis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government may givo instruc¬ 
tions for Shah to bo compelled to consent 

Ex-Shah's pension. Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs will notagreo to sugges¬ 
tion in No. 436. Attitudo of Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. He will 
telegraph to M. Sabline that Russian 
Government will do all they cun to prevent 
ex-Shah using ponsion to intrigue against 
Persian Government .. 

Exaction of rahdari. Refers to No. 385. To 
insist that un end should bo put to. No 
| action will lie taken till result of discus¬ 
sion with His Majesty’s consul-general is 
reported 

Insecurity of trade routes in Middle and 
Southern Persia. Refers to Nos. 355 and 
3H8. The matter is receiving tho attention 
of His Majesty’s Government .. 

Geological and topographical survey. Refers 
to Nos. 371 nud 398. Lord Morley sees no 
sufficient reason for grant of financial 
assistance from Indian revenues, but is 
willing to ask Government of India for 
services of an officer if his expenses are 
paid by the company ., 

ProjKwed establishment of wireless tele¬ 
graphy between Bnlireiu and Bushire. 
Transmits copy of telegram from Viceroy, 
dated 16th August, giving substance of 
telegram from jwlitical resident in the Gulf 
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446 Sir 0. Barclay ..j 675Tel. Aug. 19, 1903 0B guard. Refer* <o Non. 366 and 891. 

Transmits telegram from His Majesty's 
| consul-general at Bushire requesting in- I 

structions as to final disposition of . J 


447 | To Sir G. Barclay .. 42G Tel. 


448 To Mr. O’Beirne .. 1190 Tol. 


449 j Anglo-Pereian Oil 
i Company 


453 Sir G. Barclay 


454 To Sir (J. Barclay .. 428 Tel. 


455 To Mr. O'Beime .. 1219 Tel. 


156 To India Office 


457 To Anglo-IVreiau Oil 
Company 


458 Sir (J. Barclay .. fjg 


Hormuz oxido. Refers to No. 374. Shipment 
of 1,600-2,500 tons will be undertaken 
about 26th August by Messrs. Kllingur 
on behalf of Messrs. Weir. Messrs. 
Elhnger desire Bunder Abhos authorities 
to bo informed without mentioning Woir.. 


| ment fully concur in No. 140. To inform 
Russian Government, and to ask thorn to 
join iu communication to Hie Majesty in 

J sense of last, paragraph ., .. gg;) 

Payment of Imperial commissioner’s salary. 

Refers to No. 280. Enquires whether any 
information has been received from His 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. Salary for 
July ha3 been paid. Transmits copy of 
letter to Sodigh-es-Sultaneb, with reply .. 2611 

Property of ox-Shah. Attitudo of Russian 
Government to arrangement in No. 448 .. 270 

Khcrka irrigation. Proposed survey by 
Lieutenant Wilson. Refers to No. 397. 

Lord Morley concurs .. .. ..271 

Second wire on Tehran-Shahrud telegraph 

, llne - Refers to No. 438. Lord Morley 
concurs in terms of proposed telegram .. 271 

Situation at Kamalabad. Reports that 500 
Arabs are blocking road between Korraan 
and \ ezd, nud have captured Mr. Wright 
of Imperial Bank. Has addressed warning 
to Persian Government. Steps for ira- 

I mediate release of Wjright .. .. 271 

Imperial commissioner's salary. Refers to 
No. 287. Enquires whether Persian reply 
can be hastened .. M r .. 271 

Tehran-Shahnid ^telegraph line. Refers to 
No. 425. His Majesty s Government sug¬ 
gest that erection should ut once be under¬ 
taken. Should inform Russian Government, 
and add that Sir 0. Barclay considers 
present moment inopportune lor negotiat¬ 
ing with Persian Government .. .. 272 

Kherka irrigation. Before to No. 397. 
Iransmits No. 4-16. Requests early reply 272 


New Governor-General of Tabreez. Refers 
to No. 361. Reports arrival of. Has done 
everything jHwiblo to secure appointment 
of Aln-ed-OowIeh, but without success, 
nears latter would not in any case have 
accepted .. #t * 

Ex-Shah’s estates. Refers to No. 450. Kx- 
aggornt ,on in GbapchaFs estimate. Ex- 
2?v, a JS ltwn ® ,,t aM to offer made to hirn 
of <5,000 tomans a year. No reason to 
8m*l>«rt Persian Government have ulterior 
object. M. Sablino estimated value of 
estates at 75,000 tomans a-year 






at xxvi 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


HU) Sir G. Barclay 


•165 Sir G. Hat clay 


080 Tel. Aug. 22, 1909 British vice-consul for Birjand. Russian 
consul for Seistan has asked permission to 
remain at Birjand for the winter. Desira¬ 
bility. in view of this, of appointing 
British vice-consul at Birjand. Suggests 
Mr. Ilowsou for tho post 

681 Tel. 22, Ex-Shah’s properties in Azerbaijan. Russian 

Minister has received telegram from his 
Government stating value to be 400,000 
tomans a-year. Consuls at Tabreez being 
asked for their opinion 

682 Tel. 22, Release of Mr. Wright. Refers to No. 453. 

Reports 

688 Tel. 22, Tnoona murders. Refers to No. 222, Part XV, 

and No. 390, Part XVI. Reports capture 
of one of tho murderers by Ilia Majesty’s 
ship “ Redbreast.” Question as to where 
trial shall take place .. 

670 17, Muiteheds of Nejef. Refers to No. 481. 

Transmits despatch from Lieutenant - 
Colonel llanmay submitting memorandum 
of conversations with, representatives of i 
on subject of Russian troops in Persia .. 

684 Tel. 23. Situation ut Tabreez. Reports advance to 

Karudagh district from Tabreez of three 
detachments of Russian troops. Mr. 1 
Smart points out that unpleasant incidents | 
may urise 

417 Tel. 23, Bonus at Russian legation. Persian 

Government are protesting against in¬ 
tended departure of certain bastis. Action 
of Russian Government 

418 Tel. 23, Ex-Shah's property. Refers to Nos. 459 

and 461. Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is awaiting further report from 
Tehran, and will accept arrangement of 
representatives at Tehran if not financially 


467* To Sir 0. Barclay .. 431 Tel. 23, British vice-consul at Birjand. Refers t<> 

No. 460. Ills Majesty’s Government 

agree .. .. .. .. 276* 

IG8 „ „ .. 432 Tel. 28, Retention of oil guard. Refers to No, 866. 

Company cannot bo asked to continue pay 
of guard. Should ascertain number re¬ 
quired. Treasury sanction will be asked 
to halve cost with Government of India .. 277 

IG9 „ „ .. 433 Tel. 23, Kherkhn irrigation scheme. Refers 

No. 827. Should instruct Major Cox to 

ft, authorise survey by Lieutenant Wilson .. 277 

170 „ .. 128 28, Kvents in Persia from acceptance by Shah of 

programme of reforms to deposition of Ilia 
Majesty. Refers to Nos. 342 and 427. 
Thanks warmly .. . .. 277 

t71 To India Office . .. 23, Events in Persia from acceptance by Shah of 

programme of reforms to deposition of Ills 
Majesty. Transmits Nos. 342 uud 127 .. 277 

472 Sir G. Barclay .. 685 Tel. 24, Kermun. Refers to No. 156. Delegate sent 

to Baluchi khan Iras brought luck as- 

i aumnees that all will bo quiet Agent 
cun obtain no confirmation of letter from 
Russian consul .. . .. 278 
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xxxvii 


473 Sir G. Barclay 


476 To Sir G. Barclay 


1231 Tel. 24, 


478 To Anglo-Pcraian Oil 
1 Company 


479 Mr. F. C. Stride .. 


480 Sir G. Barclay 


' To Sir G. Barclay 


420 Tel. 25, 


421 Tel. 25, 


439 Tel. I 25, 


686 lei. Aug. 24, 1909 Ex-Shah's properties in Azertwijan. Refers 

to No. 4 61. Russian charge d’affaires says 
Russian consul-general at Tabreez esti¬ 
mates value at 40,000 tomans a year. 
Desirability of again pressing Russian 
Government to instruct M. Sablino to join 
in compelling Shah to hand over estates.. 27S 

687 Tel. 24, Situation at Kerman. Refore to No. 462. 

Reports 800 Arabs attacking Kamalabad, 
where James and Wright are iu danger .. 278 

688 Tel. i 24, Advance to Persian Government. Manager 

of Imperial Bunk has received application 
for loan of 100,000/., aud has asked advice. 

Has replied in sense of No. 334.. .. 279 

437 Tel. 24, Russian Iwstis. Refers to No. 466. Should 

ascertain facta connected with Persian 
Government’s claims against .. .. 279 

1281 Tel. 24, Loan of Mr. Now. Refers to No. 393. 

Conveys approval .. .. ..279* 

24, Messrs. Wbnckhaus’s proposal to establish 

wireless telegraphy between Bahrein ami 
Bushire. Refers to No. 445. Enquires 
whether further steps have recently been 
I taken with a view to extension of tele¬ 
graphic communication in Persian Gulf .. 279 

• • 24, Payment of salary to Imperial commissioner. 

Refers to No. 449. Informs of No. 454 .. 279 

24, Hormuz oxide. Transmits copies of cables 
exchanged with Tehran agent relative to 
oxide concessions .. ., 280 

689 Tel. 25, General amnesty. Refers to No. 420. Gives 

substance of unsatisfactory reply of Persian 
Government to joint note. Agrees with * 

M. Sabline that pressure should be used 
with new Government as regards amnesty 281 

690 Tel. 25, Ex-Shah's property In Azerbaijan. Refers 

to No. 473. Transmits telegram from II is 
Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez giving 
estimate of value of. Figure quoted by 
St. Peters burgh is based on exaggerated 
estimate of revenue of 1906 .. .. 281 

691 Tel. 25, Ex-Shah’s suite. Refers to No. 466. Action 

of Persian Minister in St. Petersburg}] 
is attempt on part of Persian Government: 
to elude agreement. Now Government 
will be .freed moro effectively by departure 
of bast is. Proposes to join iu upholding 
arrimgemeut already accepted by Persian 
Government.. ,, .. 282 


Ex-Shah’s property. Refers to Nos. 448 ami 
473. Reports further negotiations 

Reactionaries in bast. Refers to No. 406. 
Ki*l>orts request < f Persian Minister that 
he should urge M. Sazonow to retain 
reactionaries iu List for home time more, 
and states action taken 

Bast is. Should support Russian colleague 
in action referred to in No. 482 . 

Messrs. Wright and James. Asks view as 
to suggestion that Government of India 
should move military force 


k 
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No. Name. No. Date. 


487 Mr. F. C. Strick .. .. Aug. 25, 1009 


490 Sir G. Barclay .. 692 Tel. 26, 


492 I To Sir G. Barclay .. ItOTel. 26, 


493 „ „ .. 443 Tel. 1 26. 


.. 444 Tel. 26, 


495 To Mr. O’Beirno .. 124. r > Tel. 26, 


„ .. 1246 Tel. 26, 


497 To India Ollico 


499 To Anglo-Pcrsian Oil .. 26, 

Coni|>any 


500 Sir G. Barclay .. 694 Tel. 27, 


MU .I 696 Tel. 27, 


..| 696 Tel. 1 27, 


Hormuz oxide. Transmits copy of cable sent 
to agent at Tehran relative to shipment of 
oxide by “ Edenhull ” .. 

Kerman. Transmits copy of telegram from 
Viceroy, dated 26th August, forwarding 
message from His Majesty’s consul at 
Kerman reporting on disturbances and 
position of James and Wright .. 

Disturbances in Persia. Transmits telegram 
from Viceroy relating to 

Situation at Kamnlabad. Refers to No. 489. 
James telegraphs uo sign of robbers any¬ 
where 

Messrs. Wright and James. Refers to 
No. 486. Deprecates sending force where 
danger to British subjects is incidental 
merely to robber raids.. 

Messrs. Wright and James, nis Majesty’s 
Government will hold Persian Government 
responsible. Should take opportunity for 
urging Persian Government to take steps 
to ensure safety of roads 


26, 

Suggested amnesty. ^Should act in con¬ 
junction with Russian colleague ns to 
last paragraph of No. 480 

26, 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 374. Should 
nsk Strick’s agent to show him telegrams 
which have passed botweeu him and Strick 

26, 

Shah’s property. Refers to Nos. 440, 459, 
461, and 473. Original estimate of His 
Majesty’s representative at Tehran too 
high. Russian Government should be 
convinced of this 

26, 

Advance to Persian Government Refers to 
No. 475. Should approach M. Sazonow 
concerning .. 


Taoona murders. Refers to India Office letter 
of 21st January. Transmits No. 463. 
Points out slight divergence m present 
mrangeinents from those in Nos. 249 and 
341. Part XV. Sir E. Grey is disposed to 
approve 

Kerman. Refers to No. 488. Transmits 
No. 491. Sir K. Grey concurs and sug¬ 
gests telegram might be scut to Govern¬ 
ment of India instructing them to take no 
steps .. ,, .. 

Oil company and Bnkhtiori khans. Some 
doubt appears to exist us to number and 
nature of shares to be allotted to khans. 
Requests authoritative statement as to 
exact position of khans 

Situation at Kerman. Refers to No. 490. 
James rep*rts robbers have withdrawn 
15 miles to the south-west 

ZiLes-Sultau. nis Majesty’s vice-consul at 
Resht reports release of. llis Imperial 
Highness said to have paid 370,000 tomans 
an ransom .. .. 

."'election of vuliuhd. Reports Grand Council 
| have eho-eii Muhammad Ali’s younger 
I brother. Muhnmod Ilas*<an Mirza 
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xxxix 


603 Sir G. Barclay 


508 To Sir G. Barclay 


Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 494. Must 
await cancellation of Moin’s concession 
before oponly supporting Strick, but will 
keep in close touch with latter’s agent. 
Question of contract between Weir and 
Moin (see No. 405, Part XVI) .. .. 288 

Taoona murders. Refers to No. 463. Ilis 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire thinks 
there would 1x3 no difficulty in trying 
murderer at Abu Thabi. His Majesty’s 
consul-general authorised in this sense .. 28« 

Property of ex-Shah. Refers to No. 495. 
Russian Government hear that Persian 
Government consent to allow about 
20.000 tomans a-year to ex-Shah’s family 
in event of His Majesty’s death. This 
would meet objection in No. 483. 

M. Sablino will be instructed in sense of 
No. 440 .. .. ., # # 289 

Persian finances. Reports action on No. 496. 

Reply of M. Sazonow. Considers that 
Finance Minister would be most disin¬ 
clined to advance money to Persian 
Government.. .. ., ., 289 

Navigation of Lake Uremia. Refors to 
No. 471, Part XV. Transmits telegram 
1 to be forwarded t& Tabreez urging that 
no time should bo lost in reaching somo 
arrangement., 289 

Wireless telegraphy in the Persian Gulf. 

Refors to No. 445. Transmits copy of 
secret despatch to Government of India, 
dated 16th July, stating present position 
as regards proposals of Government of 
India. Transmits copy of draft telegram 
proposed to bo sent to Government of 
India in event of Sir K. Grey’s con¬ 
currence .. .. ,. # # 2UU 

Hormuz oxide. Replies to No. 501 con¬ 
cerning attitude of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to supporting Strick. Kllingor and 
Weir do not want Strick to know of their 
contract .. .. .. ..291 

Nasr-ed-Dowleh. Rofers to No. 80. Trans¬ 
mits report from Ilis Majesty’s acting 
consul. Views of Russian colleague. Has 
no doubt appointment will bo eventually 


Taoona murders. Refers to No. 319, Part XV. 

His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire 
reports capture of one of tlio three suspects 294 

Meshed. Refers to No. 68. Transmits 
copy of secret despatch from Ilis Majesty’s 
consul-general at Mesbo.lrespectinguotion 
of his Russian colleague in connection with 
joint asylum given to governor-general .. 294 

Assurances to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Refers to No. 160, Part XVIII. Transmits 
copy of despatch from His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire roportiug. 

Sheikh uot yet entirely satisfied .. 296 
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148 July 29, 1909 Anglo-Persian Oil Company und Baklitiari 

khans. Refer* to No. 599b, Part XVIII. 
Transmits despatch from Mr. Ranking 
giving extract of letter from Mr. Reynold* 
to Sordar Muhtasham, terms of which are 
open to interpretation differing from that 
given in Mr. Preece's letter. In reply, 
has pointed this out .. 

149 31, Audience of now Shah. Describes. Has 

convoyed congratulations and good wishes 
of the King. Corps diplomatique subse¬ 
quently received by the Regent 

150 Aug. 1. Loan of Mr. Now. Refer* to No. 4. 

Russian Government would not view the 
proposal favourably, and suggest post 
should bo given to a Belgian. Mr. Barker 
would prefer that it should bo hold by a 
Persian .. .. .. 

151 7, Messrs. Lynch’s Shellilich property. Refers 

to No. 783, Part XVIII. Negotiations 
with Moin regarding lease of by Sheikh 
Morteziu Circumstances under which 
proposal for referring case to Shari Court 
was made (see No. 90. Part XVIII) 

152 10, Eveuta in Tehran since entry of nationalist*. 

Report* on. Formation of Cabinet—con¬ 
duct of committee. Effect on provinces, 


Mujteheds of Mesopotamia and Russian 
troops in Persia. (Jives summary of 
reports of His Majesty’s coiihuI -general 
at Bagdad. Possibility of trouble being 
created for Russia in the Caucasus by 
Mujteheds .. .. .. .. 304 

Deposition of Shah: effect on situation 
in Tubtvoz. Transmits copy of despatch 
from His Majesty's acting consul-general 305 

Departure of ex-Shah. Refers to No. 367. 
Transmit* copy of protocol, with summary 
of preliminary negotiations. Shuh’s 
financial arrangement*: his debt* to 
Russian Bank and Imperial Bank .. 306 

Baklitiari* and constitution. Refer* to 
No. 845. Transmits copy of further 
memorandum by Major Stoke* respecting 308 

Events in Persia. Transmits monthly sum- 


• .T. Consul-General Cox 


Colonel Liakhofl. Transmits copy of me¬ 
morandum by military attache on Colonel 
LiakhofT* tenure of command of Persiau 
Cossack Brigade (sc© No. 519) .. 

Privilege* accorded to Anglo-Poreiaii Oil 
Cnni|Kiny in connection with dispatch of 
telegnuiiH to their representatives in 
Aralii*tan. Transmits copy of despatch 
from Hi* Majesty * acting consul at 
Mohanuuorah pointing cut undesirability 
of continuing .. 

Withdrawal of Russian troops. M. Poklewski 
hn* stated what he believe* to In* views of 
M. Ih volsky a* to. Gives substance of 
this statement 
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528 Sir G. Barclay .. 700 Tel. 


532 „ „ .., 704 Tel. 


533 Mr. (TBeirne .. j 424 Tel. 


534 To Mr. O’Beiru© .. 1268 Tel. 


536 To Auglo-Peraian Oil 
Company 


537 Sir G. Barclay .. 705 Tel 


538 Mr. O'Beirne .. 425 Tel. 


539 ». .. .. 426 Tel. 


540 To Sir G. Barclay .. 451 Tel. 


Aug. 30, 1909 Oil Commission. Refer* to No. 454. Has 
failed to obtain definito reply to No. 287, 
but has obtained verbal statement to effect 
that Vincent Kitabji cannot bo appointed.. 322 

30, Zil-es-Sultan. Refer* to No. 501. His 

Majesty’s vice-consul at Resht 1ms 
announced Zil’s intention of coming to 
Tehran, but lias since reported his depar¬ 
ture lias encountered opposition. Timo 
has arrived for using greater insistence. 
Suggests measures .. .. .. 822 

30, Hormuz oxide. Local agent, of Messrs. 

Strick is aware that legation know of 
contract referred to in No. 510. Reasons 
for telling him .. .. .. 822 

30, Ex-Shah’s property. Refers to No. 508. 

Ex-Shah 1ms appealed to Emperor. Rus¬ 
sian chargii d’affaires does not feel autho¬ 
rised to make communication suggested 
in No. 440 without explicit authorisation 823 

30, Shah’s tutor. Report* discharge of M. 

Smirnow, and probability of dismissal of 
Russian doctor. Has urged reinstatement 
of Smirnow and retention of doctor 323 

80, Ex-Shah'* property. Refers to No. 531. 

M. Sazonow haa at present no nows of 
report in No. 506, nor of appeal from 
Shah to Emperor. Such appeal would not 
influence attitude of Russian Government 323 

30, Ex-Shah’s property. Refers to No. 531. 

Russian chargd d'affaires has not yet 
received instructions to make commu¬ 
nication indicated in No. 440. Should oak 
Russian Government to send instructions 824* 

30, Zil-es-Sultan. His Majesty’s Government 

agree with objection in No. 529. Should 
explain attitude of Hi* Majesty’* Govern¬ 
ment ami n*k Russia to instruct M. 

Sabline to join in communication *ug- 
geated by Hi* Majesty's representative .. 324 

30, Salary of Imperial Commissioner. Refers 

to No. 449. Informs of No. 628 .. 324 

31, Ex-Shah’s pension. Persian Government 

may not be in a position to pay first 
instalment, and this might delay ex-Shah’s 
departure. Suggests that the two bonks 
might advance the sum, if nece.ssury .. 324 

31, Ex-Shah’s property. Refers to No. 684. 

Written undertaking (refer* to No*. 506 
and 633) must be given. Ex-Shah's tele¬ 
gram to Czar will have no effect on deci¬ 
sion of Russian Government .. ., 323 

31, Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to No. 535. Acting 

Minister for Foreign Affairs will telegraph 
to charge d’affaires at Tehran in sense of 
No. 529 .. .. .. .. 323 

31, Departure of ex-Shah. Question of under¬ 

taking being given by Persian Government 
os to payment of ux-Sliah’s pension .. 823 
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553 To Sir G. Barclay .. 452 Tel. 


555 Note communicated .. 
to Mirza Mehdi 
Khan 


Sept. 1, 1909 Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 530. Ellinger 
no longer desires secrecy as to contract 
with Weir. 

1, Shah’s tutor, nas pointed out to Persian 

Minister probable results of removal of 
M. Smirnoff .. 

1, Shah’s tutor. His Majesty’s Government 

strongly urgo advisability of cancelling 
dismissal of AI. Smirnoff 

1» Withdrawal of Russian troops. Sir E. Grey 

cannot see his way to again approach the 
Russian Government. Departure of 
refugoea with ex-Shah 


559 Messrs. Ellinger 


560 Anglo - Persian Oil 
Company 


561 Sir G. Barclay .. 712 Tol. 


563 I Mr. O'Beirne .. 432 Tol. 


565 To Air. O’Beirne .. 1280 Tol. 


566 Mr. O'Beirne .. 484 Tol. 


Viceroy, dated 27th August, informing of 
Nos. 327 and 366 .. .. .. 351 

Kerman. Transmits copy of tologram to 
Viceroy, dated 29th August, informing 
that troops will not bo required .. 332 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 54rl. With¬ 
drawal of roquost for secrecy regarding 
contract with Weir .. .. .. 832 

Company's agreement with Sheikh of Moham- 
inorab. Refers to No. 499. Thanks 
Major Cox for his assistance .. .. 332 

Question of amnesty. Refers to Nos. 39U 
and 480. Reports a more satisfactory 
uoto from the Persian Government, pro- 

iu Tehran, with the exception that certain 
persons in bast in Russian Legation and 
Turkish Embassy are exiled .. .. 333 

Russian troops at Kazvin. Refers to No. 541. 
Reporta no need for .. .. .. 333 

Proposed joint advance. No. 549 has reached 
him since dispatch of No. 551. Comments 
on present position of question. Refers to 
No. 511 . .. .. .. 333 

Russo-Persian relations. Refers to No. 548. 
Comments on attitude of Russia in view 
of anti-Russian attitudo of new Persian 
Government us manifested by dismissal of 
M. Smirnow, &c. Question of loan. Doom 
not think Russia will abandon her attitudo 
of moderation .. ,. .. 334 

Russian troops in North Porsio. Has received 
appeal from Persian .Minister against reten¬ 
tion of, and complaint that they disregard 
governor’s authority. Has made no 
formal promises, but thinks His Majesty's 
representative should ask Rusaiau Govern¬ 
ment to secure that troops recognise 
authority of governor.. .. . 4 3.34 

Russian troops in Tabreez. Refers to 
No. 565. Has mentioned complaint of 
Persian Minister in London to Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Reply of 
M. Sazonow.. .. .. 33*. 
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567 I Mr. O’Bcime ..I 485 Tel. Sept 8, 1909 


6G8 Anglo - Persian Oil .. 3, 

Company 


Sir G. Barclay .. 714 ToL 4. 


.. 715 Tel. ! 4, 


571 To Mr. O'Bciruo .. 1292 Tel. 4. 


572 To Persian Tran.s|M*rt 
Company 


573 Sir G. Barclay .. 716 Tel. 5, 


.. 717 Tel. 6, 


.. 718 Tel. 6, 


i77 Mr. F. C. Strick ..I .. Sept. 6, 


578 Auglo • PoTBiau Oil .. 6, 

Company 


Advance to Persian Government. M. Sazonow 
remarks on apparent dissociation of Per¬ 
sian Government from efforts of committee 
to obtain money. Ho has asked for details 
09 to economic situation 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Bakhtiari 
khans. Replies to No. 199. States 
agreement arranged with khana by Mr. 
Preece. Refers to No. 766, Part XVIII, 
and No. 169. 

Persian politics. Dissension between Cnbiuet 
and committee reported in No. ' »8 is only 
a disagreement between tho latu-r and the 
Sipabdar .. 

Bushin* customs. Refers to No. 84, Part 
XVII. Owing to falling off in receipts, 
reports proposal of manager of Imperial 
Bank tluit the Mohninmerah customs 
should bo pledged for tho servioo of tho 
interest due to the bank 


The necessary condition would bo supor- 
vision of loan by England and Russia 

Messrs. Lynch's property at Shellilieh. In¬ 
forms of No. 518 (see also No. 701) 

Persian Government and committee. Refers 
to Nos. 567 and 569. Reports that tho 
^ipahdar has requested M. Sabline not to 
make any advance to the committee. 
M. Sabline would bo prepared to recom- 
moud Anglo-Russian advance to Persian 
Government on conditions mentioned in 
No. 58 .. . 


Govomor-Gcnernl of Azerbaijan, Refers to 
Nos. 564 and 56G. Rejwrta account given 
by His Majesty’s acting consul-general at 
Tabroo/. of the new governor-general, 
denying that his attitude is anti-Russiau.. 338 

Imam Kuli’s enterprise. Refers to No. 545. 

M. Sabline has asked Russian Government 
to authorise him to make renreeenttttions 
in favour of admission of Russians into 
partnership . .. .. .. 339 

Loan to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 496. Details of conversations with 
MM. Sazonow and Pokluwski. Attitude 
of Russia to pro|>ased advance .. .. 339 

Hormuz oxide. Gives text of last message 
received (31st August) from agent m 
Tehran resj)ecting oxide concessions, say¬ 
ing that negotiations are suspended .. 340 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Acknowledges 
No. 457. Question of topographical sur¬ 
vey : requests loan of an officer by Govern¬ 
ment of India, anti states requirements in 
connection with the making of the survey 310 

Imperial commissioners salary. Itefora to 
No. 536. Salary for August has been 
paid to Sadigh-es-Sultnneli. Transmits 
copies of correspondence with latter anti 
of letters exchanged between the com¬ 
pany and Persian legation .. .. 341 
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580 Sir G. Barclay .. 719 Tel. 


581 Sir G. Ixiwther .. i 315 Tel. 


582 Mr. O’Beirae .. 438 Tel. 


583 To Sir G. Barclay .. | 456 Tel. 


, 1909 Loan from Imperial Bank. Reports proposal 
of Persian Government for an advance of 
100,000 tomans, secured on the Crown 
jewels. Mr. Wood in favour of this 

Charge of Ottoman interests at Linga and 
Bunder Abbas. Refers to No. 24, 
Part XVIII. Rifaat has asked whether 
His Majesty’s consuls may now take over 

Transfer of Russian vice-consulate from 
Ilosaiuabad to Birjand. Russian Govern¬ 
ment are contemplating 


584 „ „ 457 Tel. 


585 To Treasury .. Confidential; 


586 To India Office .. Confidential 


588 Sir G. Barclay .. 720 Tel. 


Turkish interests at. Bunder Abbas. Has 
roceived request‘from Turkish Govern¬ 
ment that His Majesty’s consuls at Bunder 
Abbas and Linga should take charge of. 
Thinks compliance advisable, and enquires 
if it would be possible.. 

Servico of Anglo-Indian loan to Persia. 
Transmits No. 570. Sir E. Grey is disposed 
to authorise Sir G. Barclay to comply with 
request of manager .. 

Service of Anglo-Indian loan to Persia. 
Transmits No. 570. Sir E. Grey is disposed 
to authorise Sir G. Barclay to comply with 
request of manager .. 

Statement of debts taken over by Persian 
Government. Transmits confidential letter 
from chief manager, Tehran, dated llth 
August, enclosing 

Indian oil guard. Refers to No. 366. Re¬ 
ports Major Trevor’s suggestion for with¬ 
drawal of oil guard from Ahwaz. Pour 
men to form Moliamuiumh consular escort. 
Four men to accompany Mr. Wilson in 
Klierka district 

Turkish interests at Buuder Abbas and 
Liuga. IIis Majesty’s acting consul- 
general at Uushiro reports that these 
might bo entrusted to His Majesty’s con¬ 
sul at Bundor Abbas .. 


591 To Sir G. Barclay .. i 458 Tel. 


593 To Mr. O'Bcirue .. i 247 


Oil-guard. Refers to Nos. 563 and 588. 
Repeals authorisation to retain, and 
enquires cost. Treasury sanction neces¬ 
sary for division of cost with Government 
of India 

Claims of lm|)eriiil Bank of Persia. Refers 
to Nos. 135 and 406, Part XI. Bank hope 
claims will not bo omitted, lias replied 
that there is no reason thoy should lie 

Relations between Russians and Persians in 
TabroQX. Refers to Nos. 564 and 56G. 
Has communicated first and second sen¬ 
tences of 2nd |«ragn»ph of No. 574 to 
Russian Ambassador .. 
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597 To Sir G. Barclay .. 135 10, 


599 | Anjnman Eyaleti .. Telegraphic 11, 


6<K> Sir G. Barclay . 724 Tel. 11. 


.. 725 Tel. II, 


Proposed establishment of wireless tele¬ 
graphy in the Gulf. Gives r&um<5 of 
correspondence with the India Office. 
Sir E. Grey thinks scheme is of great 
importance, and hopes that Lords Com¬ 
missioners will give favourable consider¬ 
ation to question of dividing expenses .. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company’s privileges with 
regard to telegraphing. Transmits 
No. 52r>. Sir E. Grey concurs with Major 
Cox, but enquires I.ord Morloy’s views .. 

Proposed establishment of wireless tele¬ 
graphy in the Gulf. Refers to No. 509. 
Sir E. Grey concurs. Transmits No. 594.. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Bakhtiari 
khans. Refers to No. 599n, Part XVII1, 
and No. 515. Transmits No. 568. Explana¬ 
tion ap|>cars satisfactory f> r ft*. 8.- • 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Ispahan 
consular guard. Transmits lotter from 
Government of India respecting salary of 
Lieutenant Ranking .. 


Shahrud telegrnph lino. Refers to No. 455. 
Suggests immediate commencement of 
the work 


602 Sir A. Nicolson .. 440 Tel. 11, 


603 To Sir A. Nirolson .. 1307 Tel. 11, 


(504 To Sir G. Barclay .. 461 Tel. II, 


605 To Sir 0. I/iwthor .. C66 Tel. 11, 


608 To A light-Persian Oil 
Cniujxuty 


Tehrau-Sliahrud telegraph line. Refers to 
Nos. 455 and 600. Russian Government 
have no objection to erection of second 
wire, and work may therefore lie begun 
immediately .. .. .. 

Tcdirnn-Shahrud lino. Refers to No. COO. 
Enquires whether Russian Government 
have any objection 

Bunder Abbas. Should give instructions as 
suggested in No. 589 .. 

Turkish interests nt Bunder Abbas. Refers 
to No. 581. Should inform Porto tlmt, 
pending appointment of vice-consul, Ilia 
Majesty’s consuls nt Bunder Abbas and 
Itinga will take charge of 

Joint advance. Acknowledges No. 576. 
His Majesty’s Government have no desire 
to make a large loan, hut only one to tide 
over present needs 

Anglo-Persian Oil Compauy. Refers to 
No. 441. Transmits No. 578, and observes 
that company ask that explanations with 
regard to their request should bo conx-eycd 
to Government of India 

Salary of Imperial Commissioner. Acknow¬ 
ledge* No. 579. Refers to No. 586. 
Answer of Persian Legation constitutes 
sufficient authorisation for payment to 
Sudigh-es-Sultaueh .. 
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No. j Name. 

609 

610 

611 

612 

613 

614 

615 Sir G. Lowthcr 

616 India Office ,. 

617 Sir G. Barclay 

618 ,, „ 

619 Treasury .. 

620 Messrs. Ellinger and 

Co. 

621 Sir A. Nicolsou .. 


Sir G. Barclay 

To Sir G. Barclay .. 
Sir G. Barclay 

Mr. O'Beirno 



726 Tel. Sept. 12, 1909 Sattar Khan. Transmits tolcgram from His 

Majesty’s acting consul - general at 
Tabreez, reporting unwilling departure 
of Sattar Khun for Ardebil .. .. 355 

1G2 Tel. 12, Shah’s birthday. Should consult colleagues 

as to stops to be taken and act accordingly 355 

102 Aug. 24, Insecurity of roads in Persia. Refers to 

Nos. 52 and 297. Suggests scheme for 
putting an end to. Transmits correspon¬ 
dence with Consul-General Grahamo and 
Acting Consul Bill .. .. .. 855 

183 Sept. I, Situation in Persia. Comments on article 

in “Novoo Vrcmya” on general situa¬ 
tion .. .. .. .. 861 

487 6 , Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 

No. 676. Attitude of Russian Govern¬ 
ment M. Poklewski’s anticipations (see 
No. 551) justified. Conversation with 
M. Poklowski. Comments .. .. SOI 

488 6 , Russo - Persian relations. Comments on 

uttitude of Persian committee, and opinion 
in Russia of attempt to throw off Russian 
iulluonce. Conversations with M. Sazonow 
on various examples of this policy .. 862 

60 8 , Transference of consulate at Bagdad. 

Consular Transmits despatch from His Majesty’s 

consul - general at Bagdad, dated 7th 
August, doprecating transference to 
Levant consular service. Transmits 
correspondence .. .. .. 863 

11, Indo-European Telegraph Department staff. 

Concurs in suggestion in No. 471. 
Transmits minute by director-in-chief of 
department concerning conduct of in crisis 
at Tehran .. ., ,, .. 370 

727 Tel 13, Russian troops at Tnbrcez. Refers to 

No. 503. Transmits telegram from Ilis 
Majesty’s noting consul-general at Tabreez 
reporting dispatch of telegram by General 
Simrsky and Russian consul advocating 
reduction forthwith .. .. ..371 

728 Tel. 13, Persian Government and committee. Re¬ 

ports superoesaion of committee by an 
advisory commission of forty members .. 871 

.. 13, Loan of Imperial Bank. Refers to No. 585. 

Treasury have no objection to releaso 
of Mohainmerah receipts for servico of. 
Considers that Persian Government should 
bo pressed for further payment of Anglo- 
Indian loan .. .. .. ., 372 

13, Uonnuz oxide. Refers to No. 544. Asks 

if any further heard ns to Ills Majesty's 
representative’s efforts on Mein's belialf 
and as to Mom's position .. .. 372 

441 Tel. 14, Advance to Persian Government. Persian 

Government liavo applied to Russian 
Bank at Tehran fur 200,000/. Will 
enquire view of Russian Government .. 372 

445 Tel. 14, Advance to Persian Government Refers to 

No. 621. Russian Government not in¬ 
clined to authorise .. .. ..872 





xlviii 


TABLE OF CONTENDS. 


G23 Sir A. Nicolson 


624 I To Sir A. Nicolsou .. 


626 Sir A. Nicolson .. 448 Tel. 15, 


627 To Sir G. Barclay .. 


628 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 


446 Tel. Sept 14, 1909 Repairs to Meshed - Nasratabad telegraph 
line. Transmits aide-memoire communi¬ 
cated by Minister for Foreign Affairs 
renewing assurance given last year (see 
• No. 416, Part XIII> Would not be easy 

to raise objection to repairs being under¬ 
taken by Russian Government. Difficulties 
in raising question of exchange of lines .. 373 

25‘j 14, Ottoman interests at Bunder Abbas and 

Linga. Transmits Nos. 581,584,589,604, 
and 605. Should inform Russian Govern¬ 
ment of arrangement reached .. .. 378 

.. 14, Road guards in Persia. Acknowledges 

No. 443. Transmits, with comments, letter 
stating views of directors of principal 
houses trading in Porsia .. .. 373 

148 Tel. 15, Advance to Persian Government. Minister 

of Finance is opposed to, but would follow 
the lend of llis Majesty’s Government if 
latter in favour of. Question of control 
difficult .. .. • t • • 

163 Tel. 15, Loan of Imjierial Bank. Has no objection 1 

to suggestion in No. 570 .. .. 375 

1310Tel. 15, Advance to Persia by Imperial Bank., 

Refers to No. 622. No further news I 


630 To India Office 


Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph line. Concurs 
in last paragraph of No. 623. Secs no i 
objection to execution of necessary rejwirs 
(refers to No. 391, Part XII). Would 
like to see text of Russian memorandum 
before finally assenting 

Tehran-Shahrud line. Transmits No. 602. 
Sir K. Grey sees no objection to work 
being undertaken at once 

Debts to Imperial Bank taken over by 
Persian Government. Transmit* list of 
furnished by chief manager. Possibility 
of Assembly refusing to recognise certain 


Loan of Imperial Bank. Refers to No. 580. 
Lord Morley concurs in release of Moliaiu- 
mcrali receipts for 

Khcrka irrigation scheme. Transmits copy 
of telegram from Viceroy relative to 
projxwed retention of four sowars 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
Nos. 580 and 622. Reports sanction by 
board of directors of Imperial Bank of an 
advance on security of the Crown jewels 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 626. Enquire* how far Persian 
Government might be prepared to go in 
allowing pro|*>sod joint advance to be 
subjected to proper control 

Advance to Persia by Imperial Bank. Rcpoi ta 
interview with Persian Minister, who asks 
llis Majesty's Government to urge lank 
to advance on current account, and com¬ 
plains of action of Russian troops. Answer 
of llis Majesty's Government .. 
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638 j To India Office 


640 Sir A. Nicolson 


Sept, 16, 1909 j British loans in Persia. Refers to No. 619. 

| Considers it useless to proas for further 

payment of Anglo-Indian loan at present 381 

16, Recent disturbances at Tehran. Acknow¬ 

ledges No. 616. Concurs in suggestion 
of making communication recognising 
services of certain gentlemen during .. 381 

16. Hormuz oxide. Acknowledge.* No. 620. 

Only information received is that in No. 547, 
which states that negotiations nro sus¬ 
pended. Question of cancelling Mom's 
concession han not yet been considered .. 382 

14. Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph line. Refers 

to No. 116, Part XIII. Transmit* aide- 
memoire received from Russian Govern¬ 
ment concerning .. .. 882 

16, Military attache at Mo*hod. Refers to India 

OfficeIctterof 18lhDecemlx»r, 1908. Trans¬ 
mits copy of letter from Government of 
1 ndia.dated 121 h August.drawing attention 
to miscellaneous expenses connected with 
the appointment, which should be shared 
between British and Indian Governments.. 882 


642 , Sir G. Barclay 


730 Tel | 17, 


643 To India Office 


Joint advance to Peraiau Government 
Refers to No. 685, Reports improbability 
of Russian Government submitting to 
adequate control of expenditure, which ho 
has stipulated to tho financial advisor as n 
condition of an advance. Proposed super¬ 
vision should take same form as that 
described in No. 58 .. .. .. 384 

Meshed-Nasintabad telegraph line. Trans¬ 
mit* No. 628. Cite* similar case last 
March. States and asks concurrence in 
proposed reply. Transmits also No. 629.. 385 

Escort for Mr. New. Refers to India Office 
letter of 19th October, 1908. Transmits 
copy of telegram from Viceroy suggesting 
that escort of thirty men from Mekran 
levy corps should be given to Mr. New 


645 Sir G. Barclay .. 731 Tel. 19, Zil-es-Soltan’s contribution. Refers to 

No. 642. Report* negotiation* for loan 
fiom Imporiul Bank .. 

646 „ „ 732 Tel. 20, Nair-ul-Mulk. Has declined appointment 

as Minister for Foreign Affairs .. 

647 ,. i, 738 Tel. 20, M. Sadowsky and M. Smiraow. Report* 

prospect of withdrawal of trisqis from 
Kazvin in return fur reappointment of .. 

648 „ „ .. 784 Tel. 20, Outstanding Godar bridge account. Refers to 

despatch from Tehran, No. 122 of 21st May, 
1908. Mr. Ranking boa asked for permis¬ 
sion to accept sum originally claimed free 
of interest, or half the sum with interest. 
Ilojies that Messrs. Lynch will concur .. 

649 i m • • "85 Tel. ( 20, Retention of additional consular guard at | 

Shiraz. Report* instructions sout to His 
Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz that! 
Bimhire detachment shall not be detained i 
| with a view to obtaining settlement of 
l outstanding claims .. .. ,, j 

650 To Sir G. HucUjr .. ,67 TeL 20, Escort for Mr. Now, Ilia M.jeol/s Govoni- 1 

munt have concurred in proposal of 1 
I Government of India(seeNo. 28. Part XVI) i 
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Escort for Mr. New. Acknowledges No. | 

644. Transmit8 No. 650. Concurs that 1 

question should be left to discretion of His 
Majesty’s representative at Tehran .. 387 

Meshed - N asr atabad telegraph line. Refers 
to No. 613. Transmits No. 610. Sir E. 

Grey's opinion of the proposal in the latter. 

Asks views of Lord Morley .. .. 388 

Consular guard at Ispahan. Transmits No. 

598. India Office letter of 20th August, 
and letter to India Office of 26th August. 

Sir E. Grey is disposed to agree to Lord 
Morley’s suggestion. Explanations as to 
last paragraph of No. 598 .. .. 388 


655 | Sir A. Nicolson .. 509 18, 


656 Sir 0. Barclay .. 736 Tel. 21, 


737 Tel. 21, 


Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line. Refers to 
No. 602. Transmits aide-memoire received 
from Russian Government concerning 

Customs receipts of Gulf ports. Refers to 
No. 627. Reports amount of for the last 
year in connection with question of service 
of Government loan .. 

Consular escort at Shiraz. Refers to No. 619. 
Suggests further renewal of sanction for 
retention of guard till end of next year. 


.. 738 Tel. 22, 


659 To Admiralty .. Confidential 22, 


661 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 261 23, 


662 I To Treasury .. [Confidential 23, 


661 1 To Inqierial Bank of 


665 * To Persian Transport 
| Company 


Additional consular guard at Shiraz. Re¬ 
ports that he lisa authorised further 
retention of, in consideration of reply of 
Mr. Bill to telegram reported in No. 649 390 

Shiraz. Transmits No. 610. Sir K. Grey 
hopes Lords Commissioners will be uble 
to assent to Sir G. Barclay’s request ., 390 

Kherka irrigation work. Transmits telegram 
to Viceroy directing guard to leave with 
exception of four sowars. Quesiion of 
subsequent detention of sowars deferred 390 

Governor of Tabreez. Shah’s tutor. I»aii 
to Persian Government. Reports conver¬ 
sation with Count Benckemlorff respecting 391 

Increased consular guard at Shiraz. Refers 
to No. 186, llirt XV. Transmits No. 657. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in Sir G. Barclay's 
suggestion, and hopes Lords Commissioners 
may consent to equal division of expense 
U'tween Imperial and Indian exchequers . 891 

Increased consular guard at Shiraz. Refers 
to letter to India Office of 29th duly, 1908. 
Transmits No. 657. Sir E. Grey concurs 
in Sir G. Barclay’s suggestion, and holies 
Lord Morley may consent to equal division 
of expense between Imperial and Iudiau 
exchequers .. .. .. ..391 

Debts duo to Imperial Bank taken over by 
Persian Government. Refers to No. 587. 

Sir K. Grey is prepared to support bank in 
any attempts to recover Hums due, in 
event of now Medjliss disputing claim .. 392 

I Outstanding account in connection with 
Godar bridge. Informs of No. 618. SirE. 

Grey urges acceptance of terms proposed 892 
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Sept. 22, 1909 

Repairs on Meshed - Nasratabad telegraph 
line. Refers to Nos. 613 and 652. Trans¬ 
mits copy of note by director-in-chief of 
Indo-European Telegraph Department. 
Lord Morley concurs in instructions which 
Sir E Grey proposes to send to Sir A. 
Nicolson. and suggests addition proposed 
by Mr. Kirk.. “. 



28, 

Erection of second wire on Tehran-Shahrud 
line. Refers to No. 630. Director-in- 
chief of Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment hnB issued instructions for 

Sir G. Barclay 

7.39 Tel. 

24, 

Russian Minister. Reports arrival of, and 
expresses high appreciation of M. 8a- 
blino’s loyal co-operation 

To Admiralty 


24, 

Shiraz. Refers to No. 659. Informs that 
8ir G. Barclay has instructed acting con¬ 
sul that detachment should not, for the 
present, be withdrawn 

Sir G. Barclay 

168 

Aug. 27, 

The inirza of the German vice-consulate. 
Agrees with recommendations of Major 
Cox *8 despatch of 27th June (No. 222) .. 


165 

31, 

Repairs to Godar bridge. Refers to No. 499, 
Part XVII. Transmits further despatch 
from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwnz re¬ 
specting .. ., 


166 

81, 

Bakhtiari khans. Refers to No. 523. Trans¬ 
mits memorandum drawn up by Mr. 
Churchill giving particulars regarding 
khans who have taken part in recent 
events 

n 

168 

Sept. 9, 

Disturbances iu provinces. Reports on, and 
on general situation with special reforonce 
to “ Times ” report from St, Petorsburgh.. 


169 

Confidential 

9, 

Perso-Turkisli boundary-line affecting Mo- 
hammerah territory. Refers to No. 437, 
Part XVII. Transmits despatch from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushiro, with 
correspondence. Suggests, in accordance 
with the contents, that tho ruling recorded 
in despatch to Constantinople No. 75 of 
February 25. 1908, should Ikj reconsidered 


170 

9, 

New Governor - General of Azerbaijan. 
Transmits copy of despatch from His 
Majesty’s acting consul at Tabreez re¬ 
porting arrival of and subsequent relations 
. between his Excellency uud Russian mili¬ 
tary authorities 

" " 

171 

9, 

Arrangements for surrender of Crown jowels 
by ex-Shah, and grunt of pension to him. 
Refers to No. 522. Transmits copy of 
protocol defining, with comments 

" 

172 

.10, 

Events in Persia. Transmits monthly sum¬ 
mary of 

. 

18 

lommeroial 

6, 

Custom-house at Birjand. Reports establish¬ 
ment of. Enumerates advantages of 

Sir A. Nicolson 

493 

12, 

Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line. Huh in¬ 
formed M. Sazonow that Persian Govern¬ 
ment desirous that erection of should bo 
taken in hand at once. Russian Govern¬ 
ment have no objection 


392 

398 

393 

398 

394 

394 

396 

398 

400 

405 

408 

410 

418 

419 
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680 i Sir A. Nicotaon 494 I Sept 12, 1909 Russian troops in Persia. Account of con- 1 

MU nir I vernations with M. Sazonotv and M. Holt- I 

lewsky with regard to withdrawal of 
troops .. .. •• •• ‘1*9 

rH . ' 499 14 Loan to Persian Government. M. Poklew- 

sky sava Persian Minister has requested 
Kussian Government that Russian Batik 
should advance 2,000,COO roubles. M. 
Sa/.onow’s views on the question .. '120 

# j,01 14 t Uepuirs on Meahed-N&aratabad telegraph 

line. Intention of Russian Government to 
execute is not in accordance with No. 41G, 

Part XIII, but execution of repairs urgently 
needed. It would be difficult to object to 
Russians undertaking the work.. .. 420 

508 1C, Lonu to Persian Government. M. Kokovtzoff 

j>ersot»lly opposed to any further ad¬ 
vances being made, and thinks efficient 
cont rol would be difficult to exercise. Does 
not see use of small advance .. .. Ill 

684 1 Now communicated .. 27, Shite'of Bushirtt^hiraa road. No te dr awn 

by Major Cox up by Mr. Urosthwmto, serum! assistant 
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[24788] No. l. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 1.) 

Sir, India Office, June 30, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 10th instant, I am directed to enclose copy of 
telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy concerning the proposal to transfer Consul 
McDouall from Mohammerah to Kermanshah, and the appointment of Lieutenant 
Wilson to the charge of the consulate at Mohammerah. 

It will be seen that the Government of India have taken the necessary action to give 
effect to the proposal, but they consider that Lieutenant Wilson's appointment at 
Mohammerah should be temporary pending further consideration. 

It will also be seen that the Government of India favour the proposal made in Lord 
Morley’s telegram to the Viceroy of the 7th instant, regarding the permanent assign¬ 
ment of Mohammerah to the India Politic d Service and of Kermanshah to the Levant 
Service. 

Lieutenant Wilson’s emoluments will be for the present ut the rate of approxi¬ 
mately 718 rupees* a month, as stated in the letter from this Office of the 18th 
November, 1908. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , June 7, 1909 

IT is considered desirable by Foreign Office, in present circumstances, that present 
incumbent of Mohammerah consulate should be removed and that suitable officer of 
Political Department should be appointed in his place ; such an officer, besides keeping 
in closer touch with resident, would lie better able than present incumbent to guide the 
sheikh, and to restrain efforts to improve German position on the part of sheikh’s 
subordinates. In order to provide for present incumbent, Foreign Office propose his 
transfer to Kermanshah, and the appointment to Mohammerah of Captain Ilaworth. 
U you see no good reason to the contrary, instructions should be sent accordingly 
without delay. The matter is an urgent one. His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran was 
informed on the 4th instant by telegraph. 

It is also proposed by Foreign Office that Mohammerah shall be assigned to Indian 
service, and Kermanshah to Levant service as a permanent arrangement. The exchange 
proposed would be in accordance with a scheme which is now under consideration, and 
as . to which I shall shortly address you, for allotting all consulates in Persia, except 
Seistan and those on Gulf littoral, to the Levant service. This scheme commends 
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itself to me both on political grounds and because it will reduce expenditure, owing to 
salary and establishment in the Levant service being on a lower scale. I propose to 
agree to present proposal respecting Mohammerah and Kermanshah in anticipation of 
decision on general scheme. Please let me know if you have any observations to 
make. 


His Majesty’s consul has just telegraphed that another member of the same family 
is endeavouring to secure an appointment as British Consular agent. It is much to be 
regretted that British and Russian protection should be struggled for in this.mauner. 

A paraphrase of above is being sent to the Russian chargd d’atlaires. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , June 11 , 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH. See my telegram dated the 7th June. 

As Haworth is taking sick leave, Foreign Office propose that, when McDouall goes 
to Kermanshah, Wilson, of Oil guard, should take charge at Mohammerah. Please 
say whether you have any objection to this, and what rate of pay should be drawn by 
Wilson. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. June 19, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH. See your telegrams dated the 7th and 11th instant. 

Proposed transfer of McDouall to Kermanshah from Mohammerah has our concur¬ 
rence. Kesident, Persian Gulf, is !>eing instructed to request Sir G. Barclay, that 
McDouall may be directed to take over Kermanshah, after making over charge of 
Mohammerah to Wilson, of Oil guard. Wilson should, in our opinion, draw his present 
emoluments sanctioned in your telegram dated the 17th March, and his appointment 
should be purely temporary pending deliberate consideration. Permanent exchange of 
Mohammerah and Kermanshah commends itself to us. 


[24789] No. 2. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdtrard Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 520.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 1, 1909. 

RUSSIAN consulnr agent at Shiraz. 

I learn from His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz that Nasr-ud-Dowleh has Ixien granted 
by the Russian Government the post of consular agent at that town. He is a brother 
of the Kawam-ul-Mulk whose family are great landed proprietors in the province of 
Pars and the leaders of a powerful faction to which the enemies of the family, in the 
guise of Nationalists, are bitterly opposed. This appointment cannot but reduce to 
matters of the personal concern of a ltussian consular agent all the important interests 
centred in this province, and must inevitably be looked upon here as meaning the 
adoption by Russia of the reactionary cause at Shiraz, and as tending greatly at the 
Buine time to the establishment of a predominating Russian influence in the neutral 
gone. You will see from recent summaries that the Kawami family has frequently 
urged upon His Majesty's consul the necessity for British intervention and a movement 
in favour of this was only checked by the firm attitude of this officer. 

Between the attitudes of the two Powers on this question there is a divergence 
too wide to lie explained away and one which will make a deplorable impression. 

1 have begged M. Sabline, to whom, I believe, the full bearing of the question was 
not until now apparent, that the appointment may he cancelled pointing out that, 
after our complete abstinence from any grant of protection of this kind, such strong 
support accorded by the Russian Government to the Kawami interests is not calculated 
to give a good impression of the value of the Anglo-Russian agreement. I have also 
expressed regret that in a matter so closely affecting the interests of the two Powers 
in this province no notice of the projected appointment should have been given either 
to myself or to His Majesty's consul until it was actually carried out; aud this, 
although, my Russiau colleague informs me, the matter lmd been under consideration 
for six montns. 

M. Sab-.ne has promised to do what he can to settle this question. He, however, 
bees no reason for me to delay reporting the matter to you. 


[24790J No. 3. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(So. 521.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 1, 1909. 

I LEARN from Mr. Wratislaw that the only bastis still in the Turkish consulate- 
general at Tabreez are Saltar and Bagher Khans. 


[24792] No. 4. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 1, 1909. 

THE director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department has been requested by 
the Minister of Telegraphs to put temporarily at his disposition a clerk capable of 
undertaking the correspondence with the telegraph administration of foreign countries 
and the Central Bureau of International Telegraphs at Berne, of regulating traffic, 
keeping accounts, and other such duties. The Persian Armenian who was formerly 
charged with these functions have now left Persia, and there is for the moment no employe 
of sufficient standing in the Persian Administration to replace him. Mi. Barker has 
communicated this request to the director-in-chief, and has been authorised temporarily 
to lend the services ot Mr. New until such time as a definite appointment (probably 
ol three years’ duration) may have been decided. 

Presuming that yon would decide to consult Russian Government on this subject, 
I have laid the matter before my Russian colleague. 

Mukhber-ed-Dowleh is desirous of an early reply. 


[24793] No. 5. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 523.) J ' 

( rebgrapluc ) P. Gulahek, July 1, 1909. 

(.Kit AI activity is being shown at Ispahan in the preparations to supply the 
Sirdar with reinforcements. 

Reslit lias sent reinforcements for the nationalist cause, which should arrive to-day 
at Kasvin. This I learn from my Russian colleague. 

I have received a telephone message from Tehran that the bazaars are shut 


^ . ^ ^ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

( idegraphicj P. (lulahek, July 1, 1009. 

M • . , VE f ce,ve(1 the following telegram No. 162 of the 30th June from His 
majesty's consul-general at Tabreez 

i t In a K,l< *‘* on liIU * apparently, groundless access of panic the Turkish representative 
CM °" the 26th June called in all Turkish soldiers in the neighbourhood, with a 

isiderable number ol Samsi villagers and some 400 Kurds. Looting by the Kurds 

wo .nVT' , thor " wns “mofigl't"'?. >» tlie course of which one Turkish soldier was 
utided, and Home ten casualties in all occurred. 
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“ The Russian vice-consul ou the following day succeeded in making peace and 
secured the departure of the Kurds, who then proceeded to ravage the neighbourhood. 
There are at present some 150 Turkish troops at Urumia. , , , , 

«Several days ago the Turkish consul for Urumia reached Tabreez, but has not 

yet left.” 

[24798] No - 7 ‘ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(Tdomf’hio) 1\ Gulnhek, July 1,1909. 

6 "thIc' foreign legations have received a telegram from the “ constitutionalists of 

KiUi Xh e gist of it is that they are inarching on the capital with a view to settling 
accounts with certain members of the Cabinet, who have in their opinion been guilty of 
inviting foreign Powers to intervene. They protest their loyalty to the Shah, and deny 
that their object is bloodshed. , . . , ,, , , 

They sav that although a foreign Power has intervened in Tabreez and Meshed, 
ami has its officers at the capital and at Kenedj, the constitutionalists have from the 
very beginning of the revolution cared for the security ot foreign interests. 

If complications should arise the responsibility must rest with the Power that 
' utorveues. 


[24802] No - **• 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. GuWefr, July 1, 1909. 

THE Bakhtiari advance. , , . , .. . , 

The Russian and Persian officers of the Cossack brigade met this morning, when 
they decided that the latter will not oppose the advance of the Nationalists. 

' Mv authority for the above statement is a secret source which appears to me to lie 
reliable, but its nature precludes my asking M. Sabline whether he can corroborate the 

If the report is correct, it would appear that, should the Nationalists advance, they 
might very probably win an almost bloodless victory. , • 

.Should this occur, it is possible that the loyalist notables who are on the fedais 
prescribed list would have a fair chance of escape, but the landing of Russian troops 
might have the effect of precipitating acts of vengence against these persons. 


[24763] No - 9 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 

Tl IE presence of Ismail Mirza in I/mdon (seo your telegram No. 51(1 of 30th June) 
is unknown to Preece, and the hitter thinks that lie must have seen Ismail if he had 
been here. One of tile Zil's other soiib recently informed Preece that he was about to 
proceed to Vienna, where lie would join his father and his brothers. 


124641] No ' 10 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Ueirne. 

(Tele^mphic.) P. Forei( J n °^ ce > l ' 1909 * . 

YOU It language, as reported in your telegram No. 332 of yesterday, is approved. 
The prospect of an advance of Russian troops and the action contemplated by the 
Russian Government cause me groat apprehension when I consider their consequences. 
The present unrest in Persia lias been mainly caused by the opposition previously 
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offered to reforms by the Shah, and by the distrust generally felt for His Majesty. By 
the terms of the understanding, the Shah was to receive protection if he took refuge in 
a legation, and was to be provided with an escort to the frontier, and it is probable 
that many difficulties would be solved by this arrangement. Whatever form of 
Government took his place would probably prepare the way to a bettor state of things, 
without any diminution of Russian influence in Persia. If the Russian Government, 
on the other hand, insist on pursuing the policy of keeping the Shah on the throne by 
force, they will concentrate on themselves all the odium now felt for Ilia Majesty. 
The dependence of the Shah’s Government on Russian support will be more than ever 
increased, and, so far from withdrawing their troops, their position will have to be 
maintained against anti-Russian feeling by the use of more and more force. 

An increase in the guard of the Russian legation, and the presence of Russian 
officers with the Persian Cossacks would amply suffice for the protection of missions, 
of foreign subjects, and of the Russian bank at Tehran. It would be much better to 
let things take their course as regards the rest. 

If my apprehensions are realised we shall be unable to affirm that policy of non¬ 
intervention can be maintained, and the whole course of policy with regard to Persia 
will undergo a serious change. The situation thus created will be more inconvenient 
and more difficult to cope with than that produced by mere abstention from interference 
in internal affairs. 

Pray lose no time in placing yourself in communication with the Minister for 
Foreign Affaire, and urging these considerations on his Excellency's attention. 


[24789] No. 11. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

(No. 803.) 

(Ielegraphic.) ^ P.^ Foreion Office, July 1, 1909. 

REPRESENTATIONS should lie made to M. Isvolskv, urging the desirability of 
reconsidering the appointment of Nasser-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at 
Shiraz, in view of the considerations set forth in Sir G. Barclay's telegram No 5°0 of 
to-day s date. You should do your best to induce him to reverse his decision 


[24798] No. 12. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne 

(No. 804.) 

( Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 

111k. expressed intentions of the Kasvin revolutionaries, as reported in Sir G. 
arclay s telegram No. o25 of the 1st July, are a further argument in favour of strict 
adherence to the policy of non-intervention, and you should instance this in your 
representations to the Minister for Foreign Affaire, pointing out that a general rising 
against Russians and probably, as a consequence, against all Europeans in Persia may 
be provoked by the dispatch of Russian troops. 


[24792] No. 13. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

[jSo. Wo.) 

( Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 

,, 1 t-l.ASE let me know- whether the Russian Government have any objection to 

of lsUuly) *' mistry bomg lent 1110 Borv * ces Of Mr. New (see Tehran telegram No. 522 
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[24894] 


No. 14. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received July 2.) 

Sir. ^ Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London , July 1, 1909. 

I I HANK you for your letter of the 28th June, asking for any observations that 
occur to me in regard to its enclosure. 

1 find that the enclosure was communicated to you by a telegram a paraphrase of 
which was communicated by you to Sir Hugh S. Barnes in your Office letter of the 
24th May. 

The telegram was full, conveying substantially the whole of the information 
contained in your present enclosure, and I wrote to you fully regarding it on the 
27th May. 

I find that I have now nothing to add to what I wrote then and in subsequent 
letters, and said in the interview which you were good enough to give me. 

I am, &c. 

C. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[24962] No. 15. 

Memorandum communicated by Count Benchendorff July 2, 1909. 
(Confidential.) 

D’APRES les rapports du churgd d'affaires de Russie Tdhdran, la pnjsence h 
Kouin d«i Sadar Asad et tie Sonehdar ne manquera pas de provoquer de trfcs graves 
ddsordresit Tdhdran ; le Comitd aes Armdniens transcaucasiens, qui vient d’entrepreudre 
son action dans la capitale, se rnettra la tote du mouvement, com pi i quant ainsi la 
situation. L<* Gouvernemertt est compl&tement impuisaant ii r&sister au mouveinont, car 
il ne pout compter quo sur la Brigade cosaque, qui est chargee de la garde du Palais, 
qui a found un detaehement pour Keradj, et qui occupe la ville par des gardes; cette 
brigade, diBsdminde sur une grande distance, pourrait facilenient Otre ddmoralisde et 
dcrasde par parties. Confident de son abflolue impuissance, le Schah considdre sdrieuse- 
ment le projet.do prendre refuge avec sa famille et sa suite dans le best d’une des 
legations do 1 entente, ce qui m&nerait des complications qui preoccupent vivement 
Sir George Barclay et M. Sabline. 

Or, il est encore possible actuolloment de garantir le Gouvemement sur un front 
et de le mettre en mesure de ddtacher de la Brigade cosaque une force suffisante centre 
les Bakhnans. Le Gouvemement lui-monie en indique le moyen. Le Schah, de son 
c6te, exprime 1 espoir qu’une fois qu’il a promulgud la constitution et qu’il s’est couformd 
aux conseils du Gouvemement Imndrinl, ce dernier ne le laisserait pas peril- do la main 
des rdvolutionnaires russes, soul dfdment dangereux dans l'ensembie des nationalistes 
pereaiiH. Le Schah invoque les garanties it lui promises et insiste sur le fait qu’il n’n pas 
viole la constitution et quo le mouvement actuel ddgdndre en anarchic, formant ainsi un 
obstacle a la realisation de la constitution. 

Le soul moyen encore possible serait de renforcer la garde du consulat it Kazwine 
d un (letaehement de cava 1 or le. Cola ferait rdfldcbir lo Sepebdar ot l’obligerait it quitter 
Ka/wme ot it so reudro it Tdhdmn, ce qui mottrait la capitale l’abri du cOtd du nord. 
Le Gouver cement se trouvomit alors en mesure de ddtacher centre les Baklitiaris des 
forces sunisantes et do chassor coux-ci do Kouin. 

11 n'y a pas lieu de eraiudre quo l'envoi d’un ddtaclioment it Kazwine provoque des 
protestations do la part des nationalistes sdrieux, car. aux venx do toutes les classes 
raisonnablos do la population, les agitatours do Kazwino et de Kouin aunt un obstacle 
au rdtablissemont do lordre dans le pays ot it l'dtablissenunt de la constitution. 

Lo charge d'nfiitiros insiste en disant quo tout retard dans la mise it exdcution de 
cotte mesure pout avoir des consdquences trds prdjudiciables it la situation gendrale, en 
un moment on le moiudro prdtexto sufhrait pour determiner it Ispahan les complications 
les plus surieusos. 1 

I>amis M. Subline, il n’est pas impossible quo lo moyen qu'il propose soit interprdtrS 
comitm ilest me iv soutenir le Schah .1.11.8 sa lotto contra son people. kreillu intcrunSta- 
tum ne roMste pus it lo critique. 11 no s’ngit pirn .lu Schah, inais <lc l'inteWit^ d'uii nays 
vo.sm du mitre et entrain.! aujourd’hui it sa perte par de pures riivolutionnairca guides 
pur des unaronistes russes. B 
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[24912] 


No. 1G. 


(No. 527.) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 

Gulahek, July 2, 1909. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahe 

1 HAVE now received telegram No. 332 from St. Petersburgh. 

M. Sabline concurs in my view that a report that Cossacks had been dispatched 
here might possibly render the situation in town more serious. My colleaguo is, 
however, in a most awkward situation. He is unable to supply guards to all the 
Russian subjects who are vehemently demanding them, although he considers their 
agitation far from unwarranted. 

I must admit that some danger does exist in view of the possibility that the 
Russian officers may fight, and also of the feeling against Russia, which at present is 


very strong. 

This danger might, in my opinion, be materially reduced if the present instructions 
to the Russian officers wore revoked, and others wero substituted, forbidding them to 
take part in any engagement. 

1 learn from M. Sabline that the Cossack brigade is quite demoralised, and in his 
opinion, this constitutes a most gravo situation. I incline to the view, however, that 
such demoralisation might well lead to there being no fighting, in which ease, if the 
Russian Government land no more troops in the country, their nationals would be 
subject to only au infinitesimal amount of danger. 


[24899] No. 17. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 528.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Gulahek, July 2, 1909. 

1 REGRET that (here was a slight inaccuracy in my telegram No. 522. 

The man whom New is to replace is an Armenian of Turkish nationality. 


[24913] No. 18. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Julu 2.) 

(No. 529.1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gutahek, July 2, 1909. 

i)AKHTIARI advance. 

I lie Sirdar Assad has left Kum and is inarching in a northerly direction at the 
head of 1,200 men. 


[24907] No. 19. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 2.) 

( No. 335.) ‘ 

(Telegraphic.) P- SI. Peterehurah, July 2, 1909. 

Sill A1 ION in Tehran. 

I saw Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday afternoon. His Excellency assured 
mo that his Government would adhere strictly to a policy of non-intervention* and had 
no intention of giving military assistance to the Shah. They were, he said, only 
concerned with the security of the Enzeli-Tehran road and with the protection of the 
li'gations and the lives and interests of foreigners in the capital. If troops were sent 
t<» lehrnn a large force would have to bo sent, and it would have to go to Kasvin in 
t ie lust place. His Excellency, however, said that no decision had been come to as 
yet as regards sending troops either to Ivasvin or to Tehran. 

M. Isvolsky said that the responsibility for the lives of foreigners in Tehran rested 
on Kussia, and that this consideration caused him the greatest unxiety. 







[24908] 


No. 20. 


Mr. O'Beirut: to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 330.) 

(Telegraphic.) En cluir. St. PetersburgIt, July 2,1909. 

FOLLOWING is summary of oflicial communique published to-day in press 

“ In view of alarming state of affairs in Persia, Viceroy of Caucasus has been 
ordered to prepare military detachments and also vessels for transporting these from 
Ilaku to Kuzcli. These preparatory measures are being taken in good time in event of 
further movement of Ilakhtiaris and fedais of Kazvin on Tehran leading to anarchy, 
which might seriously threaten Russian and foreign institutions and subjects as well as 
Enzoli-Tehran road.” 


4 [24915] No. 21. 

Mr. U’Beirne to Sir Edward tirey. —( 1:retired July 2.) 

(No. 337.) 

(Telegraphic.’] P. St. Petersburgb, July 2, 1909. 

RUSSIAN force for Persia. V our telegrams Nos. 801 and 804 of yesterday’s (late. 

1 have to-day impressed strongly your views on the measures contemplated, as 
expressed in the above-mentioned telegrams on M. lsvolsky. His Excellency was 
about to have u consultation with M. Stolypiu on this subject, and he promised that 
your views would then be carefully considered. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, however, uppearod to me to be convinced that 
the Imperial Government, would be obliged to send troops into Persia. But for the 
opposition of His Majesty’s Government, ho observed, this measure would have been 
taken before, and the present crisis might not have arisen at all As to assisting the 
Shall, he said there was no question of such action—in fact, he would not be surprised 
to hear at any moment that llis Majesty had been dethroned. lie was concerned 
simply with saving Tehran from pillage, and a general massacre at the hands of 
Caucasian revolutionaries and hordes of llakhtiari tribesmen, lie would not admit 
the soundness of the argument that the very violence which he apprehended would be 
directly provoked by the dispatch of Russian troops; his view was, on the contrary, 
that a deterrent effect would bo produced if it were known that the troops were about 
to arrive. 

On my enquiring whether the danger of a massacre of foreigners was definitely 
forecasted in the reports received from the Russian charge d’affaires at Tehran, 
M. lsvolsky replied that such was certainly the ease. His Excellency added that he 
had just received a telegram from M. Saldino, according to which 800 men only of the 
Cossack brigade were available at Tehran. Revolutionary propaganda had demoralised 
the force; to hold their own barracks would bo the utmost they could do. Further, 
even if, as was possible, the Russian troops did not arrive in time, an’ indefinite 
continuance of the excesses which he feared could not be tolerated. 

Ilis Excellency is quite alive to the force of your views, which I urged upon him, 
as to the disadvantages which must in the long run result from any support which 
the Shah may get through the action of the Russian Government. But his view is 
that the Shah s disappearance could only give rise to general anarchy and brigandage, 
and then intervention on a largo scale by Russia would be inevitable. 

Please treat the following as confidential:— 

A consideration which evidently carries great weight with the Russian Govern¬ 
ment is that the safety of the Russian bank at Tehran must be assured. M. lsvolsky 
informed me that a deposit of 2,000,0001. was kept there. I think much will depend 
on the effect which to-day's announcement as to Russian military preparations 
produces ; it is possible that the Russian expedition may be suspended if the advance 
of the fedais on Tehran should be thereby checked. 


[24904] 


No. 22. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 


(No. 221.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 2, 1909. 

PERSIA. 

I have received the following telegram from His Majesty’s resident and consul- 


general at Bagdad:— 

“ We need, I think, expect little help from Nedjef and Kerbela priests until the 
withdrawal of Russian troops from Persia, as they bitterly resent their presence on 
Persian soil, which they say is worse than tho Shah’s delay. ' I hear that Sayid ICadhan 
Yedzdi, who has till now had nothing to do with politics, and who, my Russian 
colleague informs me, possesses considerable influence in the Caucasus, has addressed 
a telegram to the Shah deploring the occupation of Persian territory by foreign troops. 
I have said nothing to the Russian consul-general about this telegram.” 


[24798] No. 23. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 

(No. 325.) 

(Telegraphic )P. Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. 

ADVANCh on lehran. 

\ our telegram No. 525 of the 1st July lias been shown to Count Benckendorff. 
At the same time I suggested to him that, if it was the wish of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment, you should join with their representative at Tehran in making representations to 
those who are marching upon the capital. The latter might be assured that the only 
hope of avoiding intervention lay in the restoration of order and in a fair trial of the 
newly re-established constitution. Wo are quite ready, if they wish it, to do what we 
can to obtain guarantees for the carrying out of the constitution, if they, on their part, 
will specify what guarantees are required. 


[24629] No. 24. 

•Sir Edward Grcu to Sir G, Barclau. 

(No. 326.) J 

tlclegraphic.) 1>. Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. * 

... 1 t " at y°« 886 no objection, could you arrange for the appointment of 

' mcont hitabji as Imperial Commissioner in London ? 

DArcy says that Sadigh-es-Sultaneh does not count for anything, and is most 
anxious that hitabji should be appointed in his stead. 


[24802] No. 25. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. SOS.) 

Ldegmphm.) P. Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. 

TOlI should quote Sir G. Barclay s opinion, namely, that the fedni will meet with 
no resistance from the Persian Cossacks if they attempt to enter Tohran, but that 

Toh^'mim'No* 52™ (IfTst July)! ‘ f tr °° P3 ' ,re di *P tttohed thore < Ree 

[24904] No. 26. 

g()g ^ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

t r °legraph,cO P- . Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. 

, ! OIiM 110 Russian Government of tho substance of the telegram from Ilis 
■qesty s consul at Bagdad, repeated bv Sir G. Lowther in his tolegfam No. 221 of 
the 2nd July, referring to his telegram No. 192 of the 31st May. K 1 
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[24486] No. 27. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 2,1009. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the receipt 
of your letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the further report received from your 
agent at Bussorah, he addressed a telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 
Buggesting that an enquiry should be made of His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah 
as to whether the Hamburg-Amerika line had in fact opened an agency there and were 
working the Moin-ut-Tujjar’s steamers. 

I am to slate that a telegram has now been received from Sir G. Barclay reporting 
that the consul has informed him that the rumour is unfounded. 

Mr. McDouall adds, however, that Messrs. Wonckhaus's agency at Mohammerah 
is in charge of a German. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[24972] No. 28. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — (Receiv'd July 3.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a note by the director- 
in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, India, dated the 18th June, regarding 
the Seistan-Baudan section of the Meshed-Seistan Telegraph line. 

India Office, July 2, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Note by the Oirector-m-chieJ, Indo- European Telegraph Department, dated June 18, 1909. 

BANDON is the lirst telegraph station on the Meshed side of the line from 
Soistan. It appears to be about 50 miles distant from Seistau. The report on this 
section of lino shows it to bo in a very bad state. We might have expected that the 
Hussions for their own purposes would have maintained the lino in fair ordor. This 
is evidently not the case, and perhaps the knowledge that the line cannot stand up 
much longer without thorough repair explains why the Russians are so anxious for un 
early transfer of it, in exchange for the Tehran-Meshed line, which is in good order. 

H. A. KIRK. 


[24964] No. 29. 

Mr. F. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received July 3.) 

Baltic House , Leudenhall Street, London, 
Sir, July 2, 1909. 

I HECE1VED a letter on Saturday last, dated the 9th June, from Mr. David 
Brown, who, as you arc aware, is acting as my agent at Tehran, which lettor you may 
bo interested to peruse, and I therefore take the liberty of inclosing a copy of it. 

Knowing that, if the Mouin-ut-Tujar’s concession for Ormuz is in the market, our 
continental competitors are sure to make efforts to obtain it, immediately on receipt of 
the above letter I cabled to Mr. Brown to the effect that if the concession had expired 
I should be prepared to bid for same. I inclose copy of my telegram and of Mr. 
Brown’s reply. 


As Mr. Brown states that there is nothing to bo done for the present, I shall of 
course, not take any further steps until I hear from you again, and, in any case, I shall 
do nothing without .communicating with you. 

Meanwhile, I have, Ac. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


PS.-Since writing the above letter, I have received a further communication 
from Mr. Brown, dated the 19th June, copy of which I inclose. 

F. C. S. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 29. 

Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C Strick and Co. 

Dear Sirs, Tehran, June 9, 1909. 

I LUNr IBM my letter of the 5th instant. 

I have now received assurances that the Persian Government will be prepared to 
arrange the terms of a concession with you. The terms of the concession to bo 
arranged and placed on a similar basis to that of die Arabistan telegraph concession 
o bo submitted to Parliament when it meets for approval and ratification Of course 
the Medjliss may refuse to pass it. ourHe » 

So far, however, I have not received any definite details as to what, rights they 
22 m P Zr f A t COnCed f'a! mt t .' ,U Moin-nl-Vazareh informed me on the 6th instant 
ronmvid til f g° U1 V^ T ! u J“ r s concessions had expired and would have to be 

renewed. He mentioned that, in the event of your concession being approved by 
Parliament, it would then be duly ratified, unless the Mouin-ut-Tujar orromeother 
Persian subject offered a similar amount for it, in which case it would bo given to the 
he did not think that tho Mouin-ut-Tujar would 

I am, &c. 

DAVID BROWN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 29. 

Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. to Mr. Brown. 

(Telegraphic.) *«•*». 

swte ==; » a --Cs 'sftsiz 


Iuelosure 3 in No. 29. 

Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 

lelcgrapliic.) . . Tehran, June 29, 1909. 

it is dinicdtS^i^fii:Ire’inKSTXre is 'a ehmee'rf “ '"' t 

hut it is impossible to do anything for the present f se0 " na * tllcso ’ 


• Inclosure 4 in No. 29. 

Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 

Lear Sirs, 

U,0 ?o°u. 0th of 

On the 10th instant, his Excellency Saad-ed-Dowleh, having received threatening 
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notices, left town, and lias since remained in his summer residence up-country. Other 
Cabinet Ministers ave followed his example, also most of the Foreign Office officials. 

The political situation is very unsettled and uncertain in the extreme. Under the 
circumstances, progress is impossible. 

I am, &c. 

DAVID BROWN. 


[25064] No. 30. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 

(No. 530.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 3, 1909 

YESTERDAY eveuing I and my Russian colleague went to the Palace at His 
Majesty's request. , . . 

He informed us that it bad always been his wish to see a constitutional Govern¬ 
ment established in the kingdom, even though the nation suffered from ignorance. He 
had carefully considered the advice which had been given him by the British and 
Russian Governments, and' had in conseouenco restored the previous constitution. He 
had agreed to the whole of the Anglo-Russian programme, and had called upon Snad- 
ed-Dowleh to put its various points into execution. There were people, however, who 
maintained that the views of his Excellency were those of an absolutist, that the 
constitution was neither more nor less than a fraud, and who had prevented the 
electoral law from being published at the very last moment when it had already received 
His Majesty's signature. 

The capital had now summoned the provinces to supply forces, and theso were 
already on the march hither, although he had been given to understand by us that all 
his difficulties would be removed if he carried out the joint programme. He had made 
a reduction of 7,000 men in his troops, but now with only 5,000 (instead of 12,000) he 
would light to the bitter end. His object in summoning us that afternoon was that he 
might consult us on the situation. 

In replying to His Majesty's observations I pointed out that it was now many 
months since the two legations had tendered him advice of a similar nature ; it was not 
until Mnyj however, that lie made up his mind to act on it, and in the meantime 
unfortunately the situation had got beyond control—the crisis now wus most serious. 

Although at the time it had seemed to us that His Majesty's best clianco of 
success lay in faithfully carrying out our proposals, yet the situation had become so 
critical that we were no longer in a position to Say that it would succeed. 

hi reminding His Majesty that we had assured him ot our support and sympathy, 
and of his personal safety, "provided that, and so long ns, his rule was that of a 
constitutional monarch, 1 pointed out that lie had proof of our support and sympathy 
quite recently in our endeavours, which unfortunately had failed, to stop the advance of 
Sardar Assad and the Sipahdar. I here observ ed that as for the former, he had not even 
stated wlmt it was that he demanded. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh hereupon interposed with the remark that Sardar Assad 
demanded (1) that Tabreez should be evacuated; and (2) that certain ministers and 
other personages should be expelled. The Shah exclaimed that the Fedai’s real objects 
wero of a different nature, their demands as above-mentioned being merely a cloak. 

1 and the Russian chargiS d’affaires informed His Majesty that, although wo could 
at present give no other counsel, ho might rest assured that we should, if an opportunity 
occurred, use uur influence to bring about a settlement of the difficulty by peaceful 
means. Tabreez was not mentioned by the Shah, although iie cannot fail to realise 
that the rescue of that town by Russian troops is largely responsible for his present 
parlous position.' His Majesty entered upon no discussion and Isire himself with 
considerable dignity ; the audience was, however, none the less painful on that account. 


[25066] No. 31. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 

(No. 531.) 

(Telegraphic-} P. Gulahek, July 3, 1909. 

HIS Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reports that he has received a telegram 
from the Sheikh of Mohammeruh expressing regret at the transfer of Mr. McDouall, and 
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begging; for that officer s retention in his present post. The reason which he puts 
forward is that the removal of a consul who is well acquainted with the conditions of 
the tribal sheikhs would at the present moment be inopportune. 

Major Cox thinks this idea due to a certain stir among the tribesmen provoked by 
the sheikh s recent arrest of his nephew on a charge of treason. 

He has replied to Sheikh Khazzal that he need have no fear that any modification 
of our policy of non-interference is portended by this transfer, and has assured him 
that he will do his best to ensure the new incumbent of the post being both an officer of 
ripe experience and a friendly adviser for him. He further promised to transmit to the 
proper quarter the sheikh’s representations on this subject. 

I am authorising Major Cox, on his own suggestion, to reply from me, repeating 
what he has already said, and adding that the step in question is one item of a 
departmental scheme, and cannot therefore be revoked. 

(Reference is to my telegram No. 488 of the 22nd June.) 


[25041] No. 32. 

33g ^ Mr - O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 

(Tdegriiphic.) P ». Petersburyh, July 3, 1909. 

DISPATCH of Russian troops to Persia. 

1 he immediate dispatch to F.nzeli of a regiment of infantry with guns and a 
regiment of Cossacks has been decided on by the Council of Ministers. The expedition 
has been instructed to proceed no further than Kasvin, and not to advance on Tehran 
unless ordered to do so by the Russian legation hi the event of serious danger to the 
lives and property of foreigners in the capital. The most stringent orders have been 
given to the commandor of tho troops to avoid any intervention in the internal 
struggle, and to restrict himself to the protection of the lives and interests of 
toreigners. 


[25069] No. 33. 

(No 339) Mr ' °' Beir " e t0 Sir lill,r <"< ! Grey.—(Received July 3.) 

(leiegraphic.) P. St. Petersburyh, July R, 1900. 

sent 1 1 Affairs promised me to-day that instructions should bo 

No 325 lo ir aBarolay M aD “ th ° SenS ° SUgg<?iitol iuyour 

that M ' ' S ™ lsky . tlKU ‘ f the leaderB of th c advance on Tehran bolioved 

would de.brona amvo 111 "V m™, there was every probability that they 

would dethrone the Shall, au eventuality which was viewed with the gravest 
pprehensious by tho Russian Government. I therefore strongly urged his Excellency 
thev'S 6 ? b r .inform tbo Parlors of the bodies advancing on Tehran that, if 
W^l be staved 6 ° f B , riti « h Ministers, the Russian expedition 

. ‘ 88 ”? y ,; 1 expressed the opinion that in sending instructions to Subliue 

this senbc lay the only hope of avortmg the dethronement, 
hut lnlR,or fo , I'°reign Affairs said he must tako time to think over my suggestion 
Hia tWt 10 ?n U l "', lth H 10 other Ministers before deciding anything. ' 
to Pemia‘ire toT" 7 “ l°' ^ ™ ll “‘ ‘ 18 m ° tives of Government in sending troops 

ersia are to lie explained m a circular telegram which he is issuing immediately P 


[23950] No. 34. 

Foreiyn Office to India Office. 

Sir, _ . 

irrigul ( TTH f A fe rT t0 /° ur ,) ettcr , of thB 12th oit'mo, relative todm schemeffir^he 
irrigation of Arabistan, l am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grov tn tranomW * tnC 

u rewith copy of a telegram from llis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on tho eubieefof 
the measures which it is desirable to take to carry out this project “ J f 

• See Port XVIII, No. 773. 


[16G5J 
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I am to state that Sir E. Grey is disposed, with the concurrence of Viscount 
.Worley, to approve Sir G. Barclay’s action in authorising His Majesty’s consul-general 
at Bushiro to send a copy of Lieutenant Wilson's report on the Kheskha scheme direct 
to Sir W. Willcocks at Bagdad and to ask his advice. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[25080! No. 35. 

Sir G. I.owl her to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 221.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 3, 1909. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

I am informed by ilis Majesty’s vice-consul at Van that on the 20th ultimo one 
battalion of Turkish troops marched into Urumin, and that two more companies left 
Van for the frontier on the 1st instant. 


[25067] 


No. 36. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 532.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 4, 1909. 

LATE in the evening of the 2nd July I received a visit from my Russian 
colleague, who urged me vigorously to make with him a threatening joint communica¬ 
tion to the approaching revolutionary forces. This I declined to do. 

Yesterday afternoon your telegram No. 325 reached me, and I forthwith com¬ 
municated thi! substance of it to M. Sablihe. 

Representatives have now been sent by both legations to make the communication 
indicated in your telegram to both Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar. 

M. Sablino has received, in addition to the implied threat from the Nationalists at 
Kasvin to which I referred in my telegram No. 525, further letters of a menacing 
character. One of these was signed by a number of Tehran Nationalists, some of 
whom, at least, should have known better than to commit this folly. Certain of the 
nationalist leaders have now, at my request, issued a circular to the legations, assuring 
them that, foreign subjects are in no danger. 

It is in great part due to these menaces from the more foolish membors of the 
popular party, which this step has unfortunately come too late to remedy, that those 
apprehensions arose which warranted the communication that the two legations are 
now about to make to the commanders of the approaching armies. 


[25068] No. 37. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 533.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, July 4, 1909, 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 532 of to-day. 

I have received a report from Major Stokes (who, with the chief dragoman of the 
Russian legation was sent out to convey our communication to Sipahdar), to the effect 
that lighting was in progress at Shahabad, the first stage out from Tehran on the 
Kasvin road. The Cossacks had previously retired from Keredj to this point, fearing 
a flanking movement by the enemy. 

The revolutionaries were ultimately defeated with a loss of twelve fedais killed. 

Ou nearing Shahabad while fighting was in progress, Major Stokes and 
M. Barnnowski were fired on by mistake ; they retired to a safe distance, and will now 
continue their journey to Keredj. 
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[25070] No. 38. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 340.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 3, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 339. Situation in Tehran. 

I am informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that telegraphic instructions have 
been sent to the Russian cliargd d’affaires at Tehran to report, after consultation with 
Sir G. Barclay, whether, taking local conditions into account, the mediation with the 
Bakhtiari and Kasvin fedais, as suggested by you, offers any chance of preventing the 
entry into Tehran of the forces advancing upon it. 


L25071] , No. 39. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 341.) 1 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petereburgh, July 4, 1909. 

AS Shah may seek refuge in one of the legations, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
thinks it would be well to renow the instructions already sent to the representatives for 
their guidance in such a contingency. 


[25072] No. 40. 

^ ^ Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pelersburgh, July 4, 1909. 

IN reply to my representations, M. Isvolsky has promised to make inquiries about 
the appointment of a Russian consular agent at Shiraz, (see your telegram No. 803 of 
the 1st July). 


[25074] 


No. 41. 


Mr. O Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 344.) ' 

* PJomr.I-, ,, . Petereburgh, July 4, 1909. 

MINIS l ER for Foreign Affairs informs me that the Russian chargiS d'affaires at 
lehran has telegraphed that ofHcials from the two legations have been sent by himself 
and Sir G. Barclay to negotiate with the loaders of the forces marching on Tehran, 
and that the ovoatual dispatch of a llussiau expedition is to be used by them as a 
threat m case their advice is not listened to. 

Ilis Excellency thinks that tho Russian troops will not he ready to embark in less 
t ian four day8. ibis delay should be enough to make the dispositious aud intentions 
of tho leaders of tho advauco ou Tehran quite clear. His Excellency cannot, he stated 
countermand the embarkation of the expedition unless ho is quite suro of the success 
of the negotiations begun by the two legations. 


[25071] No. 42. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Foreign Office, July 4, 1909. 

:iave already been given to you as to your action in the event 
at one of the two legations. In view of St. Petorsburgh 
4th July, you are reminded that those instructions hold good. 


(No. 331.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

INSTRUCTIONS 1 
of Shah taking refuge 
telegram No. 341 of the 
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[25126] 


(No. 108.) 
Sir, 


No. 43. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


Gulanck, May 23, 1909. 

IN my despatch No. 101 of the 20th instant I forwarded copy of tho joint note by 
which my Russian colleague and I gave in writing the assurances to the Shah which 
had been given to His Majesty verbally on the 22nd December last. 

I have since been approached by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the 
Shah, with the request that the text of these assurances might be modified. The Shah 
desired that the wordB “ so long as the Shah fulfils sincerely the role of a constitutional 
monarch ” might be omitted, and that the assurances might be extended so as to cover 
Ilia throne and family. 

I liavo told Saad-ed-Dowloh in reply that it would serve no useful purpose to 
submit this request to His Majesty’s Government, whose instructions to mo had boon 
quite precise and had been oxecuted in the joint note which 1 had addressed to him in 
concert with my Russian colleaguo. 

M. Sabline tolls mo that he lias also been approached in a similar sense and that 
ho, like me, has discouraged the reopening of tile subject. 

I have, &c. 

G BARCLAY. 


[25127! No. 44. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 109.) 

Sir, Gulahek, May 23, 1909. 

IN my despatch No. 100 of the 20th instant I reported that the Nationalists wore 
pressing for the issue of an explanatory decree by tho Shah, making it quite clear that 
the old Constitution re-established by His Majesty by the decree of tho 10th instant 
included tho supplementary articles added in 1907. 

I have now the honour to transmit a translation of a decree issued on tho 
20th instant, by which His Majesty has given satisfaction to the Nationalists' require¬ 
ment on the point in question. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


lnclostiro in No. 44. 
linpcriat Rescript , dated May 20, 1909. 

(Translation.) 

WHEREAS tho contentment and appeasement of our subjects, who are our 
spiritual children, is more than over in view, and the strengthening of tho bonds of 
unity between the Government and the nation is, more than in tho past, our gracious 
intention ; and whereas the explanation of evory obscurity and the elucidation of every 
difficulty is the object of our special care in order to prove our gracious intention, and 
in order to removo all disquietude and to reassure the public mind; therefore, in 
order to explain tho previous rescript and to enlighten the public, we write that the 
l’orsian Constitution is established in accordance with tho vory samo 158 articles of 
the fundamental law, aud is tho pivot of the future prosperity of the Stnto. 

MOHAMMED AU SHAH KAJAR. 

Rebbi-us-Sani 28, 1327 (May 20, 1909). 


[25128] No. 45. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received July 5.) • 

(No. 111. Confidential.) 

Sir, Gulahek, May 24, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting despatch from 
His Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez regarding the final stages of tne investment of 
that town. 

In doing so, I venture to record my high appreciation of the assistance which His 
Majesty’s consul-general has rendered me since his return to Tabreez in the discharge c.f 
my duties at this post, and to express the hope that the manner in which he has 
conducted the affairs ofhis consulate-general during the past trying months will be held 
to merit the entire approval of His Majesty’s Government. 

I should add that my Russian colleague informs me that the Russian acting consul- 
general lias written to him in high terms of appreciation of tho loyal manner in which 
Mr. Wratislaw has co-operated with him during the recent crisis. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 45. 

Consul-General II rutislaw to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 16. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tabreez, May 2, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to submit tho following remarks on the final stages of the 
investment of Tabreez, in supplement to my telegrams on the subject. 

Although the suff-rings of the population wore daily increasing and the store of 
grain in the ark was rapidly dwindling, it was not until towards the end of March that 
the nationalists seem to have had any idea that their position was at all critical. It was 
then decided that a sortie en u.as*e should lie directed against the royalist positions 
near the village of Barinch, whither their head-quarters had been removed from 
Basminch. This took place on the 24th March and had no material result. A small 
band of about twenty determined men, including several Caucasian Christians, carried 
one royalist position by assault, losing eight killed and wounded in the effort; but 
Baghnr Khan, who commanded in that direction, left them unsupported while he and 
Ins men remained idle in their trenches. A mob of armed townspeople went as far as 
the advanced nationalist positions, suffering some losses from the fire of the royalist 
artillery, but they did not summon up courage to deliver an assault. 

Further feeble sorties took place on the 28th and 2»th March, but it was by this 
time plain that the nationalists were quite unable to take the offensive successfully 
against the far superior royalist forces which surrounded them. 

On the 1st April M. Pokhitonow, the Russian consul-general, left Tabreez. The 
nationalists endeavoured to pay oil' old scores by offering him useless indignities on his 
departure, such as examining his luggage at the Aji Bridge on the pretext that he was 
carrying ammunition to Rahim Khan. 

. ' he royalist artillery at Barinch had hitherto fired exclusively against the 
nationalist defences at or near Khiaban, but on tho 4th they dropped shells indiscri¬ 
minately into tho town, killing aud wounding several nou-combatauts and doini; some 
injury to buildings. 

On the 8th April the foreign consuls telegraphed to their respective legations asking 
t jat a supply- of flour should be sent in lor the use of the foreign subjects in the town, 
tattle hope was felt, that the Shall would accede to this request, and as a matter of fact 
nothing came of it Many foreigners were now hard pressed for food, and there was 
Special difficulty in feeding their servants whom the patriarchal relations existing 
between master and man in Persia bound them to provide for. By this time quite three- 
qunrters of the bakers’ shops were closed permanently, meat was very bad and procured 
obtainable" ty ° Ve " ^ tll08U " ith mo,K T to P“y for 'L "’bile very few luxuries were 

Strong hopes of a favourable settlement with the Shah were raised by u telenram 
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from His Majesty to Sikkat-el-Islam, the only Mujtehid remaining in Tabreez, who had 
begged the Shuh to consider the sufferings of his people, and grant them the constitution 
they required. The Shah’s reply was couched in cordial if vague terms, and acting on 
it Sikknt-el-Iahfm proceeded ou the 10th April to Basminch with the consent of the 
Anjuman, though not as their accredited agent. His mission was a failure, and 
produced intense disappointment, but for the moment it effected a slight fall in prices 
generally, as persons who had secreted grain and other provisions brought out their 
stores for sale. ., 

On the loth a party of Kurds from Sumad Khan’s camp raided past the Aji bridge. 
They were attacked by Qatar Khan’s men, and two were killed. At the same time the 
Barinch artillery again bombarded the town promiscuously, a couple of shells falling 
close to the Anjuman’s place of meeting, which it) near the European quarter. 

Next (lay I received a private visit from one of the leading members^ of the 
Anjuman. who informed me that the game was up, and that the only hope for Tabreez 
lay in the intervention of Great Britain and Russia. Even while speaking l rank 1J on 
other points, ho could not tell me the truth regarding the food question, and assured me 
that thuro was still grain enough in the ark to last for three weeks at the present 
reduced rate of distribution. 1 asked him whether iri view of the difficulty in providing 
fond it would not he possible to allow those of the foreign subjects who wished it to 
leave the town, but he replied that it could not he thought of. 

On the following day I, in common with my colleagues, received a letter from the 
Anjuman, of which 1 enclose a translation, drawing our attention to the shortness of 
food in the town and the difficulty in feeding foreigners and natives alike, and calling 
mi us to do something to remedy this state of things. Later in the day M. Miller, the 
acting Russian consul-gr-noral. and I were invited to visit the Anjuman to discuss 
the question. We found nil the members there, as well as Ijlal-el-Mulk, the nominal 
Governor of the town, who acted as spokesman. He said that they had requested us to 
come ill order that they might put before us the very serious situation, and beg us to 
do Something to avert the danger which lay before us all. The supply of grain, lie 
said, was all hut exhausted ; the great majority of the population of over 200,000 souls 
wore starving; and they feared that it would not he possible much longer to hold them 
in eheek. They might break out at any moment into rioting and pillaging of the houses, 
in which they hoped io find a supply of food. 

At this point one member of the Anjuman, a mollah, broke in with a statement to 
the effect that the mob would he no respecter of persons, and that there was no doubt 
as to who would have to hear the brunt of any disturbance. Me said this in a manner 
which lolt no doubt that the foreign residents were meant. Only one other member, 
however, at all supported him, and the rest made him stop. 

We replied that we were just as anxious to end a very trying situation as anyone 
else, only we did not exactly see what could he done. It they would make some 
suggestion, we would consider the possibility of carrying it out. Ijlul-el-Mulk replied 
that what they wanted was an armistice, during which the Basminch (Tehran) road 
should he opened and provisions allowed to enter the town. Advantage would be 
taken of it to enter into negotiations with the Shah with a view to. peace, for which 
purpose t ilev would choose delegates, and they would at the same time communicate 
with the nationalists in other towns. After some discussion they came to the conclusion 
that 150 kharvars of "Wheat was t he daily allowance for the town under normal 
circumstances, and they undertook that if this quantity were allowed into the town 
daily while the armistice lasted none of it should lie diverted to combatants, who for the 
rest had still a sufficient supply in the hands of Satar and Bagher. 

These proposals they asked us to submit to the British and Russian legations, 
begging your Excellencies on their behalf to urge their acceptance on the Shah, and at 
the same" time to assure llis Majesty that the people of Azerbaijan were only lighting 
for their constitution and not in any way against him personally. 

We agreed to do as they requested, hat we pointed out that such terms were not 
likely to he accepted eoimider'mg tho straits to which the town was known to he reduced, 
ami "we suggested that they might have some alternative proposition to make— 
meaning that they might wish us to act on their behalf with u view to obtaining a 
favourable capitulation. They replied, however, thut there was nothing else. 

Bread was very short next day ; indeed only a favoured few apart from the soldiery 
could obtain any at all. The day after hardly any bakers’ shops wore open, and crowds 
of women assembled in various parts of the town and had to ho dispersed by force. 
This was rather an ominous sign, as women are always pushed forwards to start bread 
riots." On the !9th again they gathered in great numbers at a shrine, from whence 


they were dislodged after some difficulty by the persuasive eloquence of a mollah 
especially told off for the purpose. 

The same day I received information that the plan of attacking foreign consulates 
and houses (of which 1 had previously received warning as reported in my telegram 
No. 55 of the 28th March) was again mooted, and that Bagher Khan was again the 
leader who chiefly favoured the idea. At the same time Mr. Moore, the “Daily News" 
correspondent whose adhesion to tho nationalists I had already reported, informed mo 
that lie had been sounded as to the probable effect an attack on the British and 
Russian consulates would have, and that he replied that it would inevitably result 
in a Russian occupation and the execution of all concerned. My Russian colleague 
received much the same information from entirely separate and independent sources, 
and taking into consideration what had been told us by the Anjuman two days before, 
the desperate condition of the town, and the horror known to be felt at the idea of its 
falling into the bauds of the Shah’s troops, we did not feel justified in ignoring what 
we had heard. I should add that when these reports were mentioned to Satar Khan 
he denied that he had encouraged any such plan, laying all the blame on Bagher ; and 
that when some days later the latter was interrogated on the subject by a European 
friend he in his turn denied responsibility, though acknowledging that his soldiers had 
formed some such project. 

On receipt of your Excellency’s telegram No. 42, I addressed a letter to the 
Anjuman informing them that your general representations to the Shall would he made 
on the morrow. This 1 believe to have had a calming effect. 

The same day I informed the British subjects that, in view of the reports 
circulating of danger to foreigners, any of them who wished could at any time take up 
their quartet? in the consulate. None of them cared to accept tor the moment, though 
they had been rather disquieted about their situation for several days past; hut later 
in the day they addressed a telegram to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, in which they stated that they were in imminent danger and that the consulate 
guard was insufficient for their protection. 

The Russian subjects were in a state of panic, and crowded into the Russian 
consulate and ueighlxiuring houses. All the valuables from the Russian Bank were 
deposited in the consulate, which M. Miller placed in a state of defence. Guarded as 
it was by fifty Cossacks with two machine-guns, no attack of which the inhabitants of 
labreez, even including some fedais, were capable would, in my opinion, have had upy 
chance ol success; and there is such a vast space to he traversed in Persia between 
talk and action that danger tor the consulates was never at all imminent. The case 
of the houses of foreign subjects was, however, different, and they might easily, had 
not circumstances altered iu time, have been pillaged by the mob as "well as the dwellings 
of the richer Persians. 

A forlorn hope iu the shape ot an assault on Samuil Khan’s positions round 
Knramelik had been arranged for the night of the I9tli—20th April. Owing to the 
inevitable procrastination of tho nationalist leaders it did not take place till dawn on 
tin- 2uth, and, as the royalists had as usual timely information of what was intended 
and were fully prepared, it had no chance of success. There were two assaulting 
parties, led respectively by Mr, Moore and Mr. Baskerville, a teacher in tile American 
Mission school, who had joined the nationalists about the same time as the former. 
Both of these gentlemen behaved with the greatest pluck, but their men failed to 
support them and they reached the loyalist positions with only the merest handful of 
lnlloweis. Mr. Baskerville was shot dead, out Mr. Moore escaped unhurt. With 
regnixl to the latter gentleman it is hut fair to state that, reprehensible as his conduct 
"as in taking part in hostilities, his influence with the nationalists was always 
exerted lor good, and that J am indebted to him for much timely and useful 
information. 

firing continued till late iu the afternoon, though the failure of the assault was 
assured early iu the dav. The nationalists lost about twenty killed and wounded. 

At about 4 in the afternoon 1 received your Excellency’s telegram informing mo 
Unit the Shah had granted a six days’armistice, during which provisions were to he 
allowed into the. town. M. Miller, having received a similar telegram from the Russian 
legation, we at once proceeded to the Anjuman and communicated the news. Wo 
requested then, at once to obtain a cessation of hostilities, which was immediately done, 
and to take measures for the strict observance of the armistice on the nationalist side, 
i “donned them that we nroposed to send representatives to Ain-ed-Dowleh to press 
the sending of provisions, and wo urged them at once to write to him announcing their 
intention of choosing delegates to treat for peace. After the fust ebullition of joy over 
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the removal of their immediate apprehensions, the foolish members began to raise all 
sorts of pettifogging objections, going so far as to refuse to write to Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
because they feared ho might slight their dignity by not replying. I was finnlly 
compelled to tell them that if they did not write neither would wo, which reduced them 
to reason. 

Mr. Vice-Consul Stevens went to Basminch as iny delegate, and M. Nazarbegoft, 
the Russian tajir bashi, represented my Russian colleague. They carried a letter from 
the Anjuman, as well as one from us jointly, in which we informed Ain-ed-Dowleh of the 
Shah's orders concerning an armistice, and requested him to co-operate with our delegates 
in ensuring the entry of an immediate supply of provisions. I am much indebted to 
Mr. Stevens for the readiness with which he accepted an unsatisfactory mission, and for 
the unhesitating way in which he set out on a dark night to pass without previous 
warning through the royalist lines. 

Next day the Anjuman set about choosing delegates, and, being under the 
impression that serious peace negotiations were about! to begin, M. Miller and I thought 
it advisable to call on Satar Khan, and secure his co-operation. We found him rather 
depressed after the failure of his Inst effort against Samad Khan, hut he had still 
suflicmiit spirits left to brag a good deal of what he intended to do rather than surrender, 
including a determination to cat his little son when other food supplies failed. In the 
end, however, he agreed with us that in view of the representations being made to the 
.Shall by the British and Russian Governments the present moment was very favourable 
for an attempt to come to terms, and he promised "ot to oppose the negotiations in 
any way. 

In the evening we received word from our delegates at Basminch that Ain-ed- 
Dowleh denied having received any orders whatever from the Shah regarding armistice 
or provisions, hut that they had persuaded him to open the Basminch road on the strength 
of our assurances. They further stated that though the telegraph line from Tehran 
to Basminch had been working all the previous day, it was reported on the morning of 
the 21st to l>e interrupted, and that they therefore forwarded to us a telegram to the 
Shah from Ain-ed-Dowleh, to be transmitted by the Indo-European line. In this 
telegram Ain-ed-Dowleh inserted both our letter to him and that of the Anjuman, and 
asked for instructions, and at the same time he pointed out that orders concerning the 
armistice should lie sent direct to the military commanders. We duly forwarded this 
telegram, as well sis another to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

On receipt of your Excellency’s telegram No. 53 we at once ‘wrote to Ain-ed- 
Dowleh that the Shah had assured the Ministers that he had again telegraphed orders 
{<• him to facilitate our efforts to; secure provisions. 

At midday on the 22nd Ijlal-el-Mulk informed us that the troops of Samad Khan 
hud occupied Klmtib, and asked us what was to be done. We replied that if the 
royalists did not observe the armistice the nationalists must naturally defend them¬ 
selves. Later in the day the royalists retired after some firing. They did not actually 
occupy the nationalist post at Klmtib, though they came very near it. 

In the afternoon news came in that a consignment of some 25 kharvars of grain, 
sent liy a private person at Basminch, with Ain-ed-Dowlch’s permission, as a present 
to the poor of Tabieez, laid been turned back by the Shah’s generals, who declared that 
they had no instructions to allow provisions into Tabreez, and would not obey them 
if they had. They had not, they said, been suffering all sorts of privations for months 
past in order to see their prey escape them at the last moment. This was subsequently 
confirmed by our delegates, who also informed us that there had been an angry sceue 
1 M*t ween the royalist general and Ain-ed-Dowleh, and that the latter Imd threatened to 
take himself olf to Tehran, as no one obeyed his orders. Ain-ed-Dowleh, in a 
subsequent letter to us, referred to the disobedience of the royalist commanders. 

The disappointment in Tabreez at this fiasco was very great. We hail already 
communicated to the Anjuinuu a copy of Aiti-ed-Dowleli’s telegram to the Shah, 
and had kept them throughout fully informed of what we were doing ; but verv injurious 
things were openly said about our motives in urging a cessation of hostilities. Our 
position becalm very unpleasant. We therefore suggested that a sufficient force of 
Russian .troops should escort provisions from Julia and keep the road open, and we also 
wrote a hint to Ain-ed-Dowleh that this would happen unless the Shah’s supposed 
orders wore executed. 

Oil this point 1 am inclined to lielieve that the Shah never issued the orders at all, 
at least not in such a manner as would allow them to reach their destination. 1 under 
stand that your Excellency's interview with His Majesty took place on the 20tli at 
noon, and lie had till late at night to telegraph instructions to Ain-ed-Dowleh, yet no 
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telegram of the sort was handed in that afternoon to the Persian office in Tehran. 
Subsequently, on receipt of Ain-ed-Dowleh’s telegram, forwarded by us through the 
Indo-European office, he had only to reply in the same way for his orders to reach 
Basminch within a few hours, yet lie failed to do so. Some clays after, when he knew 
that the Russian troops had crossed the frontier, he was quick enough to avail himself 
of this means of communication. 

On the 23rd my Russian colleague was informed by his Government that a force 
of Russian troops was ordered to Tabreez, and we accordingly acquainted the Enjumen 
with the ihreat we had made to Ain-ed-Dowleh al>out opening the Julfa road by force. 
This led to remonstrances by Taghi Zacieh, but the Anjuman made no reply. In 
general, the coming of the Russians was looked on its the only way in which Tabreez 
could be saved. The town was now in the last extremity, many of the poorer classes 
lying exhausted in the streets, and few of them finding any food but green-stuff's. A 
few fanatics, however, egged on by interested persons, attempted to get up an agitation 
against Russian intervention, but it never really caught on, and we heard little of it 
after we had written to inform the Anjuman of the motives of the Russian Government 
and of the purely temporary character of their military action. 

On the 24th the Anjuman entered into direct communication with the Shah, and it 
having become known that some Russian troops had already crossed the frontier, His 
Majesty on the 25th telegraphed through the Indo office at Tabreez precise orders to 
Ain-ed-Dowleh and the royalist generals to cease hostilities, open the roads, and send 
provisions into Tabreez. The telegrams were at once sent out to Basminch, and reached 
Ain-ed-Dowleh the same evening. 

On the Shah’s telegram reaching Tabreez, a deputation from the Anjuman called 
on us to ask whether the Russian troops could not be kept back for a few days, in 
order to see if the Shall was this time serious in his good intentions, but the manner of 
the petitioners did not lead us to think that they made a great point of their request 
being granted. We replied that we would report their desire, but that the matter had 
now passed entirely out of our hands. 

For the next two or three days, until provisions came in in quantities, great 
scarcity continued to prevail, and no bread whatever was baked, but the Shah’s 
orders were obeyed with satisfactory promptitude, and things soon began to right 
themselves. . 

On the 29th Satar Khan called on mo to express his gratitude to IIis Majesty’s 
Government, and then went on to the Russian consulate to do the same by M. Miller. 
When the first detachment of Russian troops arrived at the bridge that evening, 
lie at once telephoned the nows to M. Miller, and offered his services in any way that 
might be required. 

I lie 1 aoreez nationalists, who behaved well in prosperity, have certainly not 
shone in adversity, and their conduct during the last month or two has been of a nature 
to cause deep disappointment to their warmest admirers. The Anjuman completely 
lost their heads, were seldom of the same mind for two days together, and being 
themselves always sufficiently fed, showed complete callousness towards the sufferings 
>>f their poorer fellow-citizens. Satar Khan towards the end lost the reputation 
f"r personal bravery, which he lmd previously deserved, and he is believed to have 
taken to deep drinking. Bagher Khan is simply an unprincipled ruffian, whose loyalty 
to the cause which has filled his pockets has long been suspected, and who is believed to 
ready to sell himself aud his bravos to the highest bidder. 

In conclusion, I should say that my relations with M. Miller have throughout 
been most cordial, and that we have found ourselves iu agreement on every point. 
Mis conciliatory attitude towards the nationalists lias already done much towards 
educing the suspicion of everything Russian, which was an unfortunate legacy from bis 
predecessor. J 

I have, &c. 

A. C. WRATJSLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 45. 

Tabreez Anjuman to Consul-General Wratislaw. 
ranslation.) April 17, 1909. 

ALL the representatives of the Great Powers know that during the ten months 
m tfie revolution and siege of Tabreez have lasted whatever provisions aud food were 
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in the town or brought in from outside were shared equally with the foreign subjects up 
to now. The object which we have always had in v.ew was the well bejng and hapm. 
ness of mankind. But now provisions are getting short, and this scarcity w U piobably 
continue for some little time until the rights ot the nation are obtained, lheiefore we 
have the honour to inform vou and the other representatives of Ineudly nations, so that 
for the sake of doing service to the world of civilisation and humanity you may pay 
attention to this matter and take effective measures forthwith so as to make the luture 
of the population generally, and foreign subjects in particular, peaceable and turn them 
to a normal existence*. , ... , r i • „ .» _ 

We leel convinced that for humanity’s sake you will not refrain irom doing the 
needful and will comply with the wishes of the members of the AnW'iiam ^ 


Inclosure 3 in No. 45. 

Mr. 11. F. Stevens to Consul-General Wratislaw. 

Dear Mr. Wratislaw, A >" tl 19, l909 ; 

1 HAVE been requested by the British community to send you a copy ot a 
telegram we have just addressed to the Foreign Office and the Minister at^TMiram^ 


Teleijrom addressed to Sir Edward Oreo anil Sir G. Harciaij. 

We British subjects, Tabreez, feel compelled advise you we are imminent 
daieo-r attack upon US owing desperate situation town. Impossible leave town. Consular 
guard utterly inadeijuate protect us either in consulate or residences. 


lnclosure 4 in No. 45. 

Consul-General Wrutislnw and M. Miller to Ain-ed- Dowleh. 

(Translation.) . . , April 22 im 

ACCORDING to the telegram we have received to-day, the Russian and Rntisn 
Ministers had an amHence to-day of the Shah, and inquired the reason lor the delay in 
sending his orders to open the roads and stop hostilities. In rtplv, Ills Majesty stated 
explicitly that he lmd sent telegraphic orders to open the roads and cease hostilities, 
ami that, moreover, he had urged you personally to hasten to send toed into the town. 

The delay in carrying out the Shah's orders has caused suspicion against us 
among the inhabitants. Moreover, the citizens have elected their de egates to enter 
into negotiations with you, and it is possible that these delegates will come with us 
to-morrow to Busminch or some other suitable place. 

In continuation of our former communications, we have now the honour to request 
your Highness to semi immediate orders to all commanders at Marend, bardertid, and 
Busminch to open the r .ads on all sides lbr importing food into the town, and to stop 
hostilities completely without delay. Tims the delegates will be able to enter into 
negotiations for making peace. With the help of God; the Shahs favour, your good 
intentions, ami our sincere assistance, as wo are the well-wishers ol the 1 ersian nation, 
the disorders in Persia will lie calmed and peace will prevail, uud we also shall hi- Iree 
from the ill-founded suspicious of the people. 

A. U. W KA 1 loLAYV . 

A. MILLER. 


lnclosure 5 in No. 15. 

Ain-ed-Dowleh to Consul-General Wratislaw and XI. Miller. 

(Translation.) 3 llabi-lis-Sani, 1327. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE receipt of your letter of the 1st Rabi-us-Sam. Regarding 
the opening of the road to bring in provisions, the British vice-consul ami the Russian 
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tujir baslii wituessed how earnestly I desired to comply with it. It is my desire always 
to remove difficulties and put down disorders in a peaceable way. As soon as I received 
your first letter i prepared a telegraphic petition to the Shah, and iu order to get a 
speedy answer 1 banded it over to the British vice-consul to transmit it through the 
Indo-European line. 

The line being cut there is no column ideation from this side, and I have got no 
answer to my telegram. 

Keeping in view iny inclination to settle tilings in a peaceable manner and not 
cause delay. 1 did not wait for the answer to my telegram or ior the lines to tie 
repaired. I took some steps to arrive at our essential object, but did not succeed, for 
the commanders, who get their instructions direct from Tehran, rejected my advice. 
From the beginning of this trouble they have been instructed by the central authorities, 
therefore they are right also not to begin anything before they got special orders from 
the Central Government. As I said in my telegram, on this occasion they require a 
special order ; my authority is limited to public affaire, and I cannot make them obey in 
matters military. 

Regarding the question of bringing food from Russia, for the above reasons I have 
no obligation, and the military commanders, having received no orders from their 
Government, cannot change former regulations. Of course you have accepted personal 
responsibility in taking so precipitant a measure without referring the matter to 
Tehran and Wore our functionaries receive instructions. I draw your attention to the 
following words in your letter’— 

“ If they give any annoyance or put hindrances, Russian Cossacks in sufficient 
hjimbers will protect the importers of food against the wild horsemen of Knradagh.” 

On this occasion to take such a measure is not only incorrect arid contrary to 
public law, hut will produce difficulties. It is better to arrange with the central 
authorities and obtain instructions to the commanders; otherwise I can express no 
opinion and lake no step. As inv disposition is to cultivate pence, so I am ready to do 
my utmost, within my powers. As I have explained, the military authorities are only 
obedient to orders from Tehran, and they do not feel obliged to do anything without 
permission from the capital. 

AIN-ED-DOW LEII. 


lnclosure 6 in No. 45. 

Consul-General Wratislaw and M. Miller to Ain-ed-Dowleh. 

/Translation.) dpri/ 23, 1909. 

AS Mr, Charles Stevens, British vice-consul, and M. Znchnria Nuznrhegholl', Russian 
’ajir bishi, write to us, your Highness, in compliance with our request, and in order to 
carry .nit the promise which the Shall gave to the Russian and British Ministers at 
Tehran, gave permission to bring food into the town from Basmincli and Barincli. But 
now, at, 1 I*.M. in the afternoon, there is no sign of food coining in. 

I hose two consulates, having reliance on the Shah's promises given to tiie Russian 
and British Ministers, have sent the required telegrams to import food to Tabreez from 
Russia by the Julia road. 

I Iierefore, we have tiio honour to request you to forbid Serdar-i-Nustot (Rutiim 
Mian) and Sujui Nizam to molest the importers of food coming down to Tabreez. If 
they prevent them, Russian Cossacks, iu sufficient numbers to alibi’d protection, will do 
their military duties and deal with the Karadugh horsemen. 

Finding it necessary to inform you of this, we wroto these few lines. 

A. C. WRATISLAW. 

A. MILLER. 


Consul-General Wratislaw and M. Miller to Tabreez Anjuman. 

(Translation.) . or, 100 u 

d 1AM M El i 'IAGI11 AGHA, the President of the Anjuman, Ijlnl-el- 
• mik., and Hadji All Agba called upon us to-day. Alter talking over several matters, 
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they enquired about the reason for Russian troops crossing from Julfa into Persian 
territory. In reply, we gave them the necessary details, and havo now the honour to 
reneat. them for the information of the Anjtiman. . . 

According to the promise the Shah gave to the British and Russian Ministers at 
Tehran, it was necessary to cease hostilities and open the roads in order to bring food 
into the town, but the commanders of the army did not respect.tho conditions ot the 
armistice nor allow provisions to be brought in With the savage horsemen of Kamdagh 
on the road, it cannot lie opened and made safe for travellers. Therefore, the Ihitish 
ami Russian Governments have agreed that a sullicie.it lorce should be assigned to 
escort the importers of food and make the road safe. At the same time this lorce, alter 
having brought in food and opened the road, will protect the inhabitants and foreign 
Hulijeets against the outrages of the Government horsemen, who, if they enter the town, 
will not shrink from committing every kind of outrage. When there is tranquility and 
security, this force will leave Persian territory for liuasia without delay or condition, and 
without having any claim in future. ,. , . 

We are instructed by our respective Governments to announce this and give 

assurances to the Anjuman. A c WRATISLAW. 

A. MILLER 


[251291 No 4,i - 

Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

112 ^ Gulahek, May 2(5, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Ills Majesty’s consul-general at Tabreez, in regard to tbe composition and 
total atreiiotb of the Russian Ibrce wliieb entered Azerbaijan at tbe end of April for 
the protection of Ibreigners at Tabreez, and the maintenance of order on the Tabreez- 

Julfa road. T , , 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosurc in No. 46. 

Cantu!-General Wratislaw to Sir G. Barclay. 

^ Tabreez , May 12, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch, No. 10 of tho 2nd instant, I have the honour to 
report that the Russian force which has entered Azerbaijan is composed as follows: 

2 battalions, rifles. 

400 Cossacks. 

I battery, field artillery. 

1 „ howitzers. 

1 „ mountain guns. 

1 company suppers. 

I mac nine-gun detachment with 8 machine guns. 

I transport company. 

In all, about 4,000 men. The discrepancy between these figures and the estimate 
of the Russian Foreign Minister, is mainly due to the units bein^ on a war instead of a 
peace footing, and to the addition of a third lottery and a machine-gun detachment. 

Of these, a company of rifles was originally stationed at Marend, and 300 Cossacks 
were told off to pat rol the road. Subsequentlv« the force at Marend was increased, when 
it seemed likely that Nationalists from Julfa would attack the Royalists there, but 
nothing happened. 

When the troops passed through Marend on their way to Tabreez, they released 
the clerk of tho Russian vice'Consulate at Urumiawith three Cossacks and two servants, 
who hail been imprisoned therefor a week and badly treated. Sujai Nizam, the youthful 
Governor of Muroml, declared that ho had arrested them because he believed them to.be 
revolutionaries in disguise. Mr. Miller subsequently claimed from him compensation 
to the amount of 2,000 tomans, whereon he lied. 
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This same Sujai Nizam, who is an irresponsible boy, also arrested and detained for 
several days a Turkish officer and two soldiers, who were proceeding through Marond to 
Salmas. They were finally released by the Russians. 

While passing along the road near Sophia, the Russians soldiers were fired on and 
one man slightly wounded in the leg. The villagers gave up seven Karadaghlis, who 
were obnoxious to thorn, as the culprits, hut no evidence was forthcoming against them, 
and they were released after a few days detention. 

The bulk of the Russian troops are encamped on the far side of the Aji Bridge, 
between two and three hundred having been brought into tho town. It is probable that 
the camp will have to be shifted before long, as tbe water of the Aji Otuii will be quite 
unfit to drink, even lor horses, as soon ns the spring floods have subsided. 

On the night of tile Stli instant, a Russian sentry on tile roof of a house near the 
Russian consulate was fired on from a neighbouring roof and severely wounded in the 
arm, which will have to lie amputated. The culprit, or culprits, have not yet been 
discovered, hut my Russian colleague tells me that lie suspects them to be Caucasians 
having an old grudge against the Russian troops. 

General. Snarsky is inclined to make exaggerated demands from the town on 
account of this outrage, including an indemnity of 10,000 tomas, but Mr. Miller is 
endeavouring to reduce them. No claim lias yet been presented. 

I have, &c. 

A, C. WRATISLAW. 


[25130] No. 47. 

^ ^ Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

Sir, ^ Gulahek, May 27,1909. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 213 of the 7th December, 1908J respecting 
the running expenses of tho steam-ship " Shiishan,’’ I have the honour to state that on 
the 10th May 1 forwarded to tho Minister for Foreign Affairs Messrs. Lynch’s account 
in this connection for the year 1908. 

1 enclose herewith the reply which I have now received from the Saad-ed-Dowleh, 
and to which in the present circumstances I do not think it necessary to send an 
answer until the time arrives for presenting the next account. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 47. 


•-•uuu-cu-1wwien in air u. tsarciay. 

(translation.) 

Your Excellency, . VrArmi, May IS, 1909. 

llA\ h received your Excellency h note of tho loth instant respecting the income 
ami expenditure of the steam-ship “Shuslmn,” and have the honour to refer vou to 
lie statements made by my predecessors in their notes addressed to tile legation, and 
to state that I concur in their opinion. 

I avail, Ac. 

SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 


Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 115. Confidential.) 

Sir 

’ r Gulahek, June 3, 1909. 

,1, o, ■ ro ’ lcc "! y , teU '« mn > x <>. 412 of tho 23rd ultimo and to your reply of 
“, 61 ' 1 *»ayo the honour to report that at an interview 1 had with 
r,.ii,r'„", l ,f St v'i for ,, 1, ‘’ rol l4 n Affairs a few days ago ho reverted to the question of tho 
... /d-es-Sultan. 1 told Saad-ed-Dowleh that f could give him no positive 

■ nswor until lie had also approached my Russian colleague on tho subject, but that 1 
[16(55] , t 
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could tell him that 1 personally had no objection to the Zil’s return, provided His 
Imperial Highness were appointed Governor of Fare instead of Ispahan. He agreed 
with me that it would he better if His Imperial Highness were given the former post, 
and said he would take an early opportunity of mentioning the matter to M. bablme. 

I told my colleague of this conversation, lie seemed quite to concur m what I 
had said, but when Saad-ed-Dowleh approached him ho expressed himself in such a 
maimer as to leave his Kxeellency in doubt whether he approved of the 1 nneo s recall 
or not. Ill the meanwhile 1 had learnt from Sir A. N'ieolson s telegram No. ito that 
the Russian Government were not altogether in favour of it, and on further conversa- 
tioa with' M. Sabiine 1 saw that he was distinctly lukewarm, as he had reason to 
believe that the Shah did not desire his uncle’s return, and that it was only Stuul-ed- 
Dowleh wished it, and was anxious for the two legations’ support to obtain it. In these 
circumstances, although SLSablimi would, I think, have been ready to waive such 
objections as lm had to the l’rinee’s return, it was obviously undesirable that 1 should 
j,ress him to do so. I accordingly told him that I was indifferent in the matter, and 
we agreed to say nothing unless Saad-ed-l)o\vloh pressed it, and if we found it necessary 
to give an answer to state that the two legations, though they would not oppose Ztl-es- 
Suitau's return, could not recommend it. His Imperial Highness will, of course, by 
returning, forfeit tbo guarantees given him by M. de llartwig and Mr. Marling. 

1 have, 

G. BAHCLAY. 


1251331 Nn - i0 - 

Sir U. litmliii; In r*ir Eilmrd Urey.—(Received July ’>.) 

g^ r ^ Gulaliek, June I, 11)09. 

1 11A VK the honour to forward copy of the note in which 1 informed the 1’ersian 
Government that von Inul approved my action in accepting Sniul-ed-1lowlclt's note of 
the Idlli .lamatry In regard to the ill-treatment of a Bahreini at I.inguh last year in the 
plaeeof the objectionable note addressed by Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling on the 
9th April last year. . . 

You were good enough to leave the wording of this communication to my 
discretion, and yon will sec that I made a slight change in the text previously suggested 
by you, omitting tile words “ I Ms Majesty’s Government cannot consider this arrange¬ 
ment as filial.”^ These words, ! thought, might provoke a reply, and, therefore, as the 
moment is inopportune for pressing the Bahrein question to an issue, it seemed to me 
better to omit them. 

I have. &<•. 

(i. BAHCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. It). 

Sir (j. liurelny to Stmi-eil-Doirleli. 

Your Kxeellency, lthru May 13, HM). 

I HOHWAHDKD to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of Mate for foreign Affairs 

a copy of tin.to which J had the honour to receive from your Kxeellency, datctl the 

12,1, januarv, on the subject of the ill-treatment of a Bahreini by the deputy-governor 
of |,ingali. ’At the same time 1 reported the action taken by me which led to the sub¬ 
stitution of the note in question for the communication addressed by Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
to Mr. Marling on the 9th April, 1908. 

The Secretary of State has now expressed his approval of my action, and has 
instructed me to inform vour Kxeellency that His Majesty’s Government maintain, as 
regards the status of the'Bahreinis in Persia, the altitude explained in Mr. Marling’s 
note of ibo 30th March, LOOS, mid that they will he guided entirely by their own views 
of the position, should any action of the Persian authorities make representations 
necessary. 

I avail, &o. 

G. BAHCLAY. 


25137] 


No. 50. 


Sir G. Barciuy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Gulaliek , June 8, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire, enclosing a communication from 
tin- British Chamber of Commerce at that place, conveying the thanks of that body for 
the protection afforded to them during the recent disturbances. 

T have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 50. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

Sir, Bushire t May 13, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a communication, dated the 11th 
instant, received by me from the British Chamber of Commerce here. 

I should, under ordinary circumstances, refrain from complying with their request 
to send the letter forward for the information of higher authority, but as 1 note that, 
certain of the newspapers, ignoring Russian action at Resht, suggest that the landing of 
bluejackets at Bush ire had brought on the entry of Russian troops into Tabreez, 1 
venture to forward il as indicating at all events the trend of public feeling locally. 

Oi one thing I feel convinced, namely, that had the action taken not been taken 
when it was, the German Government would have sent a Ship to protect her nationals. 

A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Government of India in the 
Foreign Department, for information. 

1 have, &c. 

V. r A. COX, Major , 

British Resident in Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty s Consul-General for Bars, etc. 


luelosure 2 in No. 50. 

Mr. Moir to Consul-General Cox. 

l 1 HAVE the honour to inform you that at a general meeting of this chamber, 
held on the Oth instant, 1 was instructed to convey to you an expression of the chamber’s 
dt-cp appreciation and sense of gratitude for the prompt and effective measures taken 
to rt‘store and maintain order in Bushire since the outbreak of the 7th April—measures 
"huh, it is felt not only by British and other European subjects, but by practically the 
entire native population of Bushire, are the only ones which give that sense of security 
lor life and property which, for some days, had entirely disappeared. 

! am directed also to request you to send copies of this letter to the Foreign 
* Mhces, London and Calcutta. 

British Chamber of (\mmcrcc, Bushire , 

May 11, 1909. 


j >Jo * s,r G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July ij.) 

Sir 

' wriMi t Gulahek. June 15,1909. 

'Mill reference to my despatch No. 28 of the 17th February last., I hove the 
Honour t(. transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Ilis 
■,,.',,1. ,t S .a 0IlH " at V l ."“ z ’ ru Porti"g that the wali of Pusht-i-Kuh has definitely 
ilaw ‘“Spvomorsli.p of Lunstau, though I understand from a report from Captain 
Haworth that the post will not include Burujirtl. 





I Shull not fail to do what I properly can to induce the Persian Government to 
maintain the wali in his new appointment. 

I have, iYc. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 


Consul Hanking lo Sir G. Barclay. 

j^j r Almaz, May 12, 11)00. 

1 HAVE the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of the Luristau 

101,1 2. From information lately received from Luristau, it appears that not only has the 
wsili been offered the governorship of Luristau, but also that he has cleiimtcly 

l< "'l l'i 11 is"reported, on credible authority, to have already moved one section of the 
Sacwand and settled them, for the present at least, at or near Deh Luran, and further 
to have written to the Yam-ul-Mulk, governor of Klmratnabad, and to the local Khans 
informing them that he is coming there. it, 

3. From the above it would appear that he intends to try to become (la facto 

governor of Luristau and reduce it to order. , , . , 

1 Such being the cast;, if through the good odiccs of His Majesty s legation, the 
governorship of Luristau could bo continued to the wali for some space of years, it 
might reasonable be hoped that good results would accrue to the Luristau road project. 

" | W rilc from memory, Captain Lorimer having taken Ins report away with him 

unfinished, leaving no copy here, but as far as my memory serves me this was one of 
the wali’s chief stipulations with regard to the Luristau road that lie should be 
guaranteed the governorship of Luristau for some term of years, on receipt of which he 
was willing to take up tho road scheme. , ... . . 

f, If the obtaining of this promise of continued governorship is possible and not 
contrary to the policy of Mis Majesty's Government, I am of opinion that much might 
lie done towards the furtherance of a project which has long been hanging fire, the 
concession for which expires comparatively soon. 

I have, &c. 

L. RANKING. 


1251391 No - 52 - 

Sir G. Barclay la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

Sb* ' Gulahclc, June 15, 1909. 

' WITH reference to your despatch No. 219 of the 24th December last, inclosing 
copies of correspondence with Messrs. Dixon in regard to the insecurity of trade routes 
in Southern Persia, 1 have the honour to report that Messrs. Dixon at tho same time 
instructed their representative at Ispahan to discuss with His Majesty’s consul-general 
a proposal for policing the roads similar to that submitted to you, but with the 
difference that the firm suggested the employment of telegraph gholams for the purpose 
instead of that of India soldiers. „ , , . , , ,, 

His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, to whom Mr. Grahamu forwarded copies ot Messrs. 
Dixon's letter, and to tlieir agent, and of his own covering despatch to me, has now 
approached me urging the pressing necessity for introducing some adequate measures 
of policing the roads. Mr. Bill, who is in agreement with Mr. Grahamo as to the 
urgenev of finding some means of allaying the growing sense of uneasiness among 
British' ami British-Indian traders in regard to the trade routes of Southern I’ersia, 
puts forward a scheme, based on Messrs. Dixon's suggestion, that gholams of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department should be employed as road guards, lie suggests 
the gradual establishment by the department of a stall of well mounted and armed 
gholams. whose primary object would, of course, lie the care of the telegraph line, but 
whose presence on the road would, in his opinion,go far to prevent tho present frequent 
robberies and to ensure the good conduct of tho tribes, llu further suggests that small 
parlies of these gholams should accompany caravans travelling on the road at a charge 
to he paid bv the merchants interested. 

The director ol the Telegraph Department, to whom I have submitted Mr. Bill s 
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despatch for his observations, points out, however, the many objections to which the 
scheme is open. lie argues that, apart from tho initial cost of such an undertaking, 
the maintenance of such a force would entail an annual extra expenditure of from 
8,000/. to 7,000/. a-year, which it is unlikely would be covered by charges made on 
traders claiming protection for their caravans, though Mr. Bill is sanguino that the 
scheme, when once in working order, could become self-supporting. 

Mr. Barker adds that, us by its convention with the Persian Government the 
department is entitled to protection from the Persian Government, were the policing of 
the southern roads entrusted to its stall, it would to some extent abrogate its right to he 
protected. 

As stated in another despatch, I hope to discuss with Major Cox, in the course of 
his approaching visit to Tehran, the question of tho insecurity of the southern roads, 
and 1 shall then have the honour to address you again on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[25140] No. 53. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 123.) 

Sir, Gnlahek, June 18, 1909. 

AS reported in my despatch No. 108 of the 20th ultimo, the Shall, in response to 
one of the demands ol’ the nationalists, dispatched a telegram to the ulema of Kerlwla 
and Neief informing them of the re-establishment of a constitutional regime. 

1 have now the honour to transmit herewith copy of u despatch which 1 have 
received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad in regard to the reply of the 
ulema. 

I have, &e. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 53. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Barclay. 

®‘ r ’ . .. . Bagdad, May 31, 1009. 

1 HAY It the honour to submit for your Excellency's information the following 
extracts from my diary to the Government of India for the week ending the 31st May. 
1909:— . J 

lhe vice-consul, Kerbola, reports that the Persian consul-general went to Nejefas 
the bearer ot a special telegram from the Shah to the ulema, in which it is understood 
that the bhah tried to obtain the support of the ulema. The consul-general has 
returned, and tlm vice-consul reports that as 1m passed through Kerbela lie had a 
loyalist named Mishkat-ul-Atibba arrested, flogged, and thrown into the Turkish gaol 
from whence he was sent to Bagdad on his way to Persia. The consul-general said 
hut he was acting on the orders ol the ulema. It is said that the ulema have ordered 
I ".’ Lamnlie.l from Kerbela to Persia. The mutessarif is skid to have 
thanked the 1 ersiun consul-general for his action, as it showed that neither of them had 
loyalist sympathies. I lie vice-consul has seen a copy of the reply which the ulema 
niote to the consul-general with relerence to the Shah's telegram. The substance of 
it is us follows:— 

“ 1 ho telegram vou brought notifies the introduction of constitutional law, and it 
as already been published; still the fact remains that the last of words are those 

X, Tr'r'.r EW* wl,ich h»vc repeated)v been broken have 

aken tho aith ol the nation. Ilmse who snr up strife are still in Tehran ; royalist 

a-X X T' Z: USS '“!' T 1 ‘' : "« lis1 ' troo l' s ur " " n •b-’rsinii soil; the military 
smi cs. 'evenue, telegraphs, and other departments of Government have not been handed 

, tXXn X 'T™' “ a <W‘ u *>mhip on telegrams, and there are other 
n e .Ls era i "."- .I d, . SC , USSud wlt b you verbally. All this is opposed to the state- 
have rai \n‘.l,'" m , 045 ™, 1 "' , Y ° U , sh 1 0uld r 'T orl exactly to the Shah what we 
‘ d * AU th,s 8 ' loultl altered, and the constitutional law should l* 5 introduced 
[1G65] L 
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in letter and in spirit. A temporary Cabinet should be formed of members ot the 
former Parliamentary Government and of persons who enjoy the confidence ot the 
nation. The nation requires some assurance that promises will not again be broken. 
How can we give effect to the telegram until we hear from the provinces that the 
constitution is a reality? Proverb: 'He whott second time tries that which he has 
already proved (and found wanting) is sure to repent.'" 

.Scyed Ahdulla, the President of the first Persian Parliament, has arrived at 
KcrlwD. Tile shops were closed in honour of the occasion, and the Saved was given a 
(Treat reception, headed hy Keyed Mohammed Bilkir, Tabatabayi, one of the leading 
Muitehids of Kerhela. 

I have, &c. 

J. RAMSAY. 


[25141] ^o. 54. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Readied .lull / :>.) 

^ Gulahek , June 1C, 190C. 

EXCEPT for the arbitrary action of General Snarsky at Tabreez, which lias 
imvoretl lint credit of the Anglodinssinn agreement in Persia and given the Turkish 
iucai agonts in Azerbaijan an opportunity to increase their activity and influence, the 
course of events during tin: past four weeks litis presented no very noteworthy develop¬ 
ments. Good progress lias, however, been made in the execution of ottr programme 
for the restoration of constitutional government, and there is good reason to hope that 
in tin* course of tin- next few days an electoral law, which should satisfy the. most 
exacting Nationalists, framed by tile committee formed for tile purpose, will be 
promulgated, and a dale fixed for the elections for the Assembly. There have been 
dissensions in the <'abinet due generally to the mistrust felt for Saad-ed-l)owleh, and in 
particular the jealousy between him and Kerman Karma, Minister of the Interior. 
Given Saud-ed-l tmvlelfs masterful character ami Kerman Kerma’s vanity, given also the 
more than ordinary Persian faculty for intrigue possessed by both, complete harmony 
was not to he expected in a Ministry of which belli were members, ll was realised at 
the lime the two legations suggested its composition that it would be difficult for some 
of its members to agree. A more harmonious Cabinet might have been got together, 
but It would have lacked any element of strength or courage, and it is these elements 
embodied in Snad-ed-Dowleh which have enabled the present Ministry so far to 
superintend, not unsuccessfully, the execution of the programme which it is hoped will, 
beloi'e long, lead to the assembling of Parliament. It is unfortunate that Nasr-ul-Mulk 
has not been available at this juncture. Had he been able to take up his post as 
president of the Council be would have served as a cheek on Saiul-cd-Dpwleh, thus 
mitigating one of the chief causes of friction, and, what is more important, lie would 
have gained fertile Cabinet the confidence of the Nationalists, who, despite the progress 
winch has been made towards the rc-eslablislimeut of parliamentary government, 
cannot bring themselves to believe that any good can really come of a Ministry 
controlled by Saad-cd-Dowleh. This distrust lias been accentuated by General 
StmrskyV ill-advised harshness at Tabreez. which lias aroused great indignation 
amongst all classes of Nationalists, who, knowing their impotence as against liussin.are 
inclined to vent their wrath on Saud-ed-llowloh; and there is many a Nationalist in 
Tchrun to-day who looks on Saad-ed-lImvleh as in league with the Shah to retain the 
Russian troops in Azerbaijan, and who attributes te Russian influence every act of 
government to which the Nationalists take exception. This is particularly the ease 
in Alu-ed-lJowleh's appointment as governor of Tabreez, am! in placing of the policing 
of Tehran in the bauds of the Cossack I brigade under Colonel Linklioif. The latter 
measure was certainly a wise one. It had my entire approval, and lias resulted in a 
notable improvement in the stale of public security in the capital. The appointment 
of Ala-ed-l lowleli was doubtless made at Russian suggestion, Imt it was made in the 
interest of order, and it remains to be seen whether the views of the two consuls- 
gouorai is not correct, i.r„ that the appointment is in Tabreez only unpopular among 
a noisy section of the inhabitants. 

Taking stock today of tlm results of the execution of the programme of the two 


.. . 


31 


Powers, so far as it has yet gone, we find that it has not ye^ produced any great 
amelioration of the general situation. It is true that the reactionary clique which 
surrounds the Shah, and whose activity was a source of constant terror to the 
Nationalists of the capital, is uow no longer in evidence. Amir Bahadur Jang has, 
indeed, formally announced to the leading Nationalists that he has followed the 
example of his Sovereign and himself become a constitutionalist; and it is also true 
that the danger of the Bnkhtiaris in Ispahan and the revolutionaries at Kazviu 
marching on Tehran; which was at one time believed to be imminent, is now probably 
remote. Though, however, Semsem-es-Siiltaneh laid at one time disbanded a large part 
of his force, a number of bis men have now been recalled to Ispahan owing to the 
continued presence of the Shah's troops at Kaslian, who cannot bo withdrawn or 
disbanded, for want of funds ; and though a number of tile Kazvin revolutionaries have 
left for the north, Sopalidar, notwithstanding that the Government have appointed him 
governor of Gliilan and Alazanderan, and that the newly appointed governor of Kazvin 
has arrived at his post, still stays in Kazvin or its neighbourhood with a good number 
ot followers under amis. This force continues to lie in some degree a menace to the 
capital, and with the suspicions felt as regards every net of Saad-cd-Dowleh, and with 
the deep-seated distrust of which the Shah is the object, it will be diilicult to induce it 
to disarm. 

I If oilier towns which aro prominent centres of the Nationalist movement, or where 
the state of public order lias of late given cause for anxiety, Hushire and Bunder Abbas 
alone, under the strong band of llarya lieggi, have returned to normal conditions. 

For the rest, Resin is still in the Bands of the Nationalist Committee, while 
Sepalidar, ns mentioned above, remains at, or near, Kazvin. Meshed is reported to be 
in a state of complete anarchy, and the same may lie said of Kerman, and in a less 
degree of Yezd. Shiraz, which under the incompetent rule of Assef-cd-DowIelt, is a 
prey to the rivalry of local factions, seems to be perpetually on the verge of disorders. 
The state of the roads in the south could not bo worse, though the Bukhtiari route is a 
conspicuous exception, with the result that it is favoured by traders, to the serious loss of 
Hushire, where the custom receipts have dwindled almost to vanishing point. In the 
north Tabreez remains in the occupation of the Russian troops, and, tliouglt it is intended 
to withdraw a considerable portion of these at an early date, this may he delayed 
owing to Sattar Khan's and Raglior Khan’s having taken asylum, with their followers, 
at the Turkish consulate-general. It is to be hoped that these troublesome national 
heroes can be induced to leave Tabreez. Compulsion would, of course, bo uudesirnblo ; 
lull until they leave the Turkish consulate-general, where their presence is tantamount 
to a demonstration, under ’lurkish protection, against the presence of the Russian 
troops, the withdrawal of the latter would have the appearance of a concession to 
Turkey. In the rest of Azerbaijan the situation is as bad as can be. Near Ardebil the 
Shalisoven are plundering the villages, and the Russian consular escort is being 
increased, lathe north-west the meagre reports which 1 receive million to show that 
the district is in a state of chaos, offering a tempting held for Turkish encroachments 
ami for a counter-demonstration to Russia. The Turkish activity there is an additional 
complication in a situation already sufficiently perplexing, and ii is lo be hoped that it 
may be restrained by joint representations from the two Rowers at, Constantinople. 

It was, of course, never expected that the elmos in Persia would at once give place 
to order on the restoration of the constitution. What was expected was that it would 
produce a detente, and that expectation lias been fulfilled. It remains to be seen 
wild her I ho coming constitutional government will bo able to quiet the forces of 
disorder which lmvo gained such strength during the late corrupt and impotent regime. 
II it conducts itself reasonably, and, in particular, it shows a desire and sets to work 
sensibly to reorganise the financial administration, 1 presume that the Rowers will 
facilitate lior it adequate pecuniary assistance, it should thou have within its reach 
funds, which the present Ministry totally looks, but which are absolutely necessary if 
the Government is to make any serious attempt to grapple with the prevailing cliaoB. 
All the present Cabinet can do in its desperate financial straits is to select the best men 
available os provincial governors, and trust to them to improve matters by l.lieir 
influence. The 100,0001. which Russia is about to advance will he employed to pay oil 
a number of unnecessary troops and to meet urgent arrears. This manner of using the 
money IS the most useful at the present juncture, but I trust that when the time comes 
t ' furnish our share of the advance agreed upon by the two l’mvers we Hhall sec our 
wav to insisting on its use for more positive methods of combating the disorder. A 
substantial portion should, I venture to submit, bo earmarked for starting some system 
Ot road guards to secure order on the southern routes, the present condition of which is 




ruining our trade in Persia; l>ut on this subject I hope to address you further after I 
have had the advantage of consultation with Major Cox, whom I expect in Tehran next 
month. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[25142J No. 55. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 125.) 

Sir, Gulahek, June 17, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I have the honour to forward a 
convention which 1 have this day signed with the Persian Government placing the 
control and supervision of the Arabistan telegraph lines under the Indo-European 
Telegraph Uepartment till 1945, and prolonging the telegraph concessions held, by that 
department in Persia until the same date. 1 also enclose conies of the notes exchanged 
simultaneously with the signature of the convention recording that the arrangement 
requires the ratification of the Assembly, 

It will bo observed that the share in the cost of the construction ami maintenance 
of the Arabistan lines to he borne by the department is fixed at 5,000/. towards the 
construction and 200/. a-ye.ar towards the maintenance, which is considerably less than 
the department was prepared to spend The credit for this satisfactory arrangement 
belongs to the director of the Persian section of the department and to Mr. King-Wood, 
who have conducted the negotiations with the Minister of Telegraphs with much skill 
and patience. I should also wish to accord my appreciation of the sensible and 
conciliatory spirit shown throughout by the Minister of Telegraphs, Mukhbef-ed-Dowleh. 
Unfortunutolv he was not allowed a free hand, but met with much obstruction from 
certain mende rs ot the late Cabinet, the stupid and reactionary Minister of Finance, 
Kavem-ed-Dowleh, in particular. Had it not been for the ignorant and corrupt 
obstruction of this Minister, the convention would have been signed some months ago, 
when there would not have been the same necessity for the ratification by the Assembly, 
as the constitution had not been restored, though the Ministers responsible lor the 
conclusion of the ariltp^ment would doubtless have been vehemently attacked in the 
Mcdjliss for having consented to the prolongation of concessions without the consent of 
the nation. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 55. 

Anijlo Persian Convention, siyned June 17, 1901). 

Article 1. 

T( > improve the telegraphic communication between liorazjnon and Hohammerah 
and Borazjoon and Ifi/.ful it is arranged that from the date of this agreement until 
January 1945 the above-mentioned telegraph lines shall he under the control and 
supervision of the British Government telegraph officials now controlling the international 
lines in Persia. 

Article 2. 

The British Government agrees to pay for the cost of the construction and the 
establishment of the almvc mcntioucd lines, such as iron posts) wire, insulators, Ac., 
which may he required, up to 5,000/., anil also to pay an annual sum of 800/. on account 
of the nmiuleuance of the iilmvc mentioned lines, and the pay of a mechanician up to the 
year 1945. Other expenses, such as the changing of the wooden posts for iron ones 
and the annual expenses of the maintenance of the above-mentioned lines, which may la¬ 
in excess of the 5,000/. and the annual amount of 300/., shall, alter the completion of the 
work, and the submission of the accounts, la- paid gradually to the British Telegraph 
Department by the Persian Government. 


33 


Article 3. 

In return for the expeuses incurred gratis by the British Government, and referred 
to in article 2 for the construction and maintenance of the ubove-mentioned linos, the 
Persian Government agrees to consider the following conventions to be in force and 
binding up to 1st January, 1945 :— 

The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd April, 1868. 

The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd December, 1872. 

The Telegraph Convention of the 16th August, 1901. 

Article 4. 

1 he pay ot the telegraphists, and other workmen, such as gholains and fen-ashes 
batteries and instruments, and the hire of telegraph offices, will be home by the Persian 
Telegraph Department. 

Article 5. 

Guards and telegraph gholams, who must be Persians, will be required for the 
maintenance of the above-mentioned lines; the control and payment of these will lie in 
the hands of the director and British staff. 

Article 6. 

in order to ensure the proper working of these telegraph lines the British director 
will beat liberty to station British telegraphists, at the expense of the British Govern- 
inent telegraph Department, at any telegraph office on the above-mentioned lines which 
lie may consider necessary. 

Article 7. 

In case of necessity, and with the permission of the Persian Government Telegraph 
Department, the British Government Telegraph Department can join the above- 
mentioned lines at their eastern extremity to the line between Tehran and Bushire. 

Article 8. 

If the British Government Telegraph Department considers it necessary i. can at 
Its own excuse, add a second line for its own use to the above-mentioned lines. 

Article 9. 

The Persian Government agrees not to employ in the telegraph offices of the above- 
mentioned lines, without the concurrence of the chiefs of the British Telegraph 

'fepli De^nmnt XOel,t *** ^ ° f B,kisl ' “overument 

Article 10. 

It is agreed that, should the Persian Government in the future wish to extend tlo- 
above-mentioned hues in any direction, the corporation of the Indo-European Tele-rauh 
epartment in the construction and maintenance! of such extension will be asked for.' 

Done at Tajriche in duplicate on the 17th June, 1909. 

(Sealed) G. BARCLAY. 

(Sealed) DJEVAD, SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 


[10051 
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Inelosure 2 in No. 55. 

Copy of Note signed by Sir G. Barclay and Saad-ed-Dowleh. 

V .11. . v June 17, 1909. 

HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency that it is fully understood 
between us that the convention (or a telegraph line between Hom/.|oon and Mohammerah 
and between Boruzjoon and Dizfol, which your Excellency and 1 have signed together, 
will refill ire the approval of the Persian National Assembly. 

1 avail, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 

J EVA 1), SAA D-ED-DO W LE11. 


[25143J No - 56 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—{Received July 5.) 

l2(K ) Gulahek, June 17,1909. 

“ THE electoral law was completed by the committee of twenty persons chosen to 
elaborate it on the 10th instant, and was presented to the Shah on the 13th, but lias not 

yet received llis Majesty's approval. ■ i r, i i m . 

The persons chiellv responsible for the measure are Muahir-ed-Uowdeh, Motasm- 
ul-Mulk, sniii-cd-DowIch, Kalman Karma, Hussein Kill) Khan Nawab, and Mustashar-el- 

The new law provides for 120 members of Parliament, in place ol 156 decreed by 
the law of the Sih September, 1900. Elections which in 1906 were direct and on a class 
basis arc now indirect, and the class basis haa disappeared The electors are to choose 
Ihrer times the number of persons eventually to represent them 111 larhamcnt, and the 
Colleee of Kb rlnrs I hereby formed will elect one-third of the,r number by vote to go to 
tbe House Each province is divided into electoral districts, with a specified number of 
representatives to be chosen by the inhabitants of that district qualified to vote, those 
chosen in this manner will meet in the capital of the province, and ... their turn choose 
from among themselves those to Is- sent to Parliament, Although it is simulated that 
tie- deputies need not necessarily Is- natives of the province electing them, they must be 
„„ the spot, to be elected in the first instance, but when vacancies occur through death 
or rcsioi'alion they may be tilled by persons, not necessarily natives ol the province they 
represent, to be elected l.v the National Assembly itself. In this way by degrees it. will 
be possible to have a majority of persons from Tehran or iabreez in the Assembly. 
Rlucti«»na an* to bQgin at 'l'elimn ten ilays after the regulations have received the Shah R 
approval, and in the provinces five days after their receipt. . 

The (pialificntions for the electorate are of the usual kind as to age, sex, &C M and 
include provision for a certain stake in the land. 

Tin- deputies are not required to have any fixed means, hut the usual qualifications 
are laid down as in the last eleotorol law. , . , . , , 

The National Assemhlv is to open as soon as one-third of the deputies arc present, 
ami they arc elected fora term of two years, which period will begin when l arl lament 

" |H '"’i'hc question of salary of the deputies is left to the Assembly to decide upon when 
il meets. * Travelling expenses for the deputies from the provinces to the capital and 

Elaborate regulations are laid down lor the procedure to he observed at the elections, 
which are to he supervised by a committee including the provincial authorities ami local 
Councils provided for ill the constitution of the 7th Ortolan-, 1907 (articles 90 b-93-. I be 
electors arc to obtain from the central committee electoral vouchers, entitling them to 
vole after bavin-- satisfied the committee that they enjoy the necessary qualifications. 
tl„ a„ appointed day they will inert at tbe hustings, where voting will take place Ibr tbe 
Electoral College in' accordance witb the regulations laid down. . 

Another innovation provides for representatives ot the five principal tribes, 
i c Habkiiari, Sbaliseven of Azerbaijan. Kashgai of Kars, Klmmseb of Kars (known as 
tl,r Arab trila’-M, and the Turkomans, who are t-- have one deputy each. The following 
non-Moslem communities are also to have a deputy each : Ghaldoans ot Azerbaijan. 
Armenians of Ispahan, Jews, and I’arsoes. 
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Although a copy of the electoral law, as presented to the Shah, is in my possession 
and has been translated, I will refrain from transmitting it for tho present, us some 
change may yet he made. 

The Shah on the 15th instant made the following observations on the measure :— 

1. The idea of giving representatives to the tribes was, in His Majesty’s opinion, 
likely to lead to trouble, as each tribe is divided into numerous subdivisions ofton not on 
very-good terms with each other. 

2. An article stipulates that at the end of the two years' session tho electorate may, 
if they so desire, re-elect any of the old members. This His Majesty finds fault with, 
hut it has been pointed out to him that there is no means of preventing the election of 
former members of Parliament, or, in fact, of influencing the electorate by any clause in 
the electoral law which would not be a violation of the constitution, or by the omission 
of any clause. The Shah no doubt had in his mind his old objection to seeing men like 
Taki Zadeh, Said-ed-Dowleh, and his followers, re-elected to the second Parliament, hut 
it will lie difficult, if not impossible, to prevent it. My Russian colleague has since sent a 
message to the Shah advising him to accept the law without reserve, and His Majesty 
stated yesterday, in reply, tiiat he would withdraw his objections and sign the law forth¬ 
with as it stood. 

An attempt will he made by the Cabinet, to bring aboutthe simultaneous opening of 
the senate as provided for in the constitution of the 30th December, 1 DOG (articles 43 to 
|s . Si, far some resistance has been manifested against a tentative attempt to raise the 
question, and article 44 of the constitution of 1906 is quoted us an oils tacit- in the way, 
hut this article, which runs as follows :— 

“The regulations of the senate must bo approved by the National Assembly," 

d ies not refer to elections for the senate, lmt only to its internal regulations which will 
have to lie drawn up later, just as internal regulations were drawn up for the last 
Assembly. The Cabinet would wish the senate to he formed according to the provisions 
of article -15 of the 1906 constitution, which enacts that thirty members must (si elected 
by the people, of which fifteen for Tehran and (ifteeu for the provinces--lhe remaining 
thirty members to he chosen by the Shah, of whom half from Tehran and half from tho 
provinces. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[25145] . No. 57. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July .1.1 
(No. 12S.) ' J ' 

bit, _ ^ Gulaliek, Jane 18, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia Ibr the past four weeks, 

I have, &c, 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosure in No 57. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia during the past lour weeks. 


Tehran. 

t I HE principal events of the four weeks under review were the completion of the 

electoral law ell the 10th instant, and the discussion between the Persian ... 

ai 'l the Russian legation concerning the Russian udvunce of 100,000/. These questions 
have been dealt with fully in separate despatches. 

T * oloih-l Link 1 1 - ,11 has been entrusted with the duty of policing tin, town of 
I'-hr.m and the summer quarters known as “Shemran.” The result has been that 
,a * lu!L 'ii well maintained. The proximity of the Shah’s new camp at Sultan- 
etahad to the village of Gulahek has not been without inconvenience. Incidents of a 
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more or less trivial character have occurred through the want of discipline among the 
Silnkhori irregulars under Amir Bahadur Jang who still remains at the Shah’s side. 

3. There has, unfortunately, not been complete harmony among the members of 
the now Cabinet, one of whom, Motamin-ul-Mulk, has tendered his resignation. The 
British and Russian legations found it necessary to urge upon Kerman Ferine, the 
Minister of the Interior, the desirability of solidarity in the Cabinet, and their advice 
had a good effect. 

4. The Ain-ed-Dowleh with a considerable portion of the Royalist forces lately 
before Tabreez, arrived in Tehran on the 9th June. Ain-ed-Dowleh called on the Shall 
the following day. lie is not likely to play any political part for some time at 
any rate. 

5. The Arabistan telegraph line convention was signed on the 17th June, subject 
to the eventual approval of the National Assembly. 

fi. Two British naval otlicers, Messrs. Smithies and Adams, travelled from Alnvaz 
to Tehran, via Ispahan, in April and May. Though the guards promised by the 
Bakhtiari chiefs for the journey from Ahwaz to Tehran were not forthcoming, they 
found the road quite safe and were not molested anywhere. 

7. The Russian legation guard now consists of one second lieutenant of the 
{ttbinsky Kuban Cossacks, and thirty-three Cossacks drawn from three different 
regiments. 

G. P. CHURCHILL. 


Tabreez. 

On the 19th May 11 is Majesty's consul-general at Tabreez reported that, since the 
blowing up of the Nationalists' barricades, the Russian military authorities had shown 
less tendency to interfere in internal affairs of the town. The author of the shooting 
outrage on the Russian sentry had, it was believed, been discovered, though the 
enquiry had not lieen concluded. Meanwhile no further demand for an indemnity was 
to lie pressed beyond the 3,000 tomans already paid. 

The Caucasian I'edais had almost all left the town or gone into hiding. A general 
disarmament had taken place, and. though many weapons were probably concealed in 
the houses, vet for some days post no armed men, except Russian soldiers and the 
police of Ijlal-ul-Mulk, the vice-governor, had been seen in the streets. The people of 
labrecz were still very nervous regarding the Russians, and suspicious of every action 
on their part. The behaviour of the Russian troops in the town is reported as being 
gem rally exemplary. 

I'oar days later Mr. Wratislaw reported that the vice-governor's police force Imd 
lieen largely increased. This had been done with the intention of soothing the feelings 
of Sailin' Khan and Ra-dier Khan, by allowing them the control of fifty policemen each 
and the concession had been very liberally interpreted by the two ex-generals, who 
Were said each to have pm into uniform some 300 men,’ who were little inclined to 
consider themselves under the orders of the deputy-governor. It was evident that 
Saltar Khan and Bagher Khun were both disjiosed to give trouble, and i I is Majesty's 
consul-general slated that the arrival of a strong governor, who would l>e superior to 
local influences, was very desirable. Ala-cd-Dowleh, who is generally considered to he 
one of the " strong men" in Persia, has now been appointed. His Excellency is at 
this moment at (.'harlottenburg in Germany, and has telegraphed accepting the 
appointment, lie will corny to Tehran before proceeding to his new post. B 

At. the end of May an unfortunate incident occurred in connection with the doings 
"* .Iho Russian authorities m Tabreez. who appear to have been inclined to take too 
active a part m local affairs, Several Russian subjects were arrested, includin'' one 
who ball been an active member of the Nationalist Assembly, nominally lor disloyally 
si,own to the Russian Govern.,lent. The real reason, however, appears to have been 
the part they had played in the recent movement. This action caused considerable 
anxiety among the Persian Nationalists: it was further accentuated In- the arrest of a 
Persian tedai and the blowing up of his house, and bv the claim presented by the 
Russians against fcuttar Khan and Bagher Khan for' peouuiary compensation for 
damages done to the Russian road, and for which they, in their capacity as nationalist 
leaders, were to he hold responsible. Both of them sought refuge at the Turkish 
consulate-general, with certain other notables, and wore taken under Turkish pretec- 
tion and it was more than prof,able that the movement, was encouraged by the 
Iinl-sh consul-general. I he Turkish charge d’affaires denied this, hut maintained 
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I that the bast had taken place, owing to the arbitrary measures taken by the Russian 

military authorities. It was at one time proposed that it should be suggested to 
Sattar Khan and Bagher Khan that they should proceed on a pilgrimage, in order to 
keep out of the way for the present. This would, however, have looked too much like 
au expulsion, and the suggestion was accordingly dropped. Both of the men continue 
for the present to remain in hast at the Turkish consulate-general. 

Reports show that there has been renewed Turkish activity in the frontier districts, 
and the local consular officers seem to have been busy extending Turkish protection to 
Turkish subjects. One of these, Peter Ellow, consular agent at Urmia, is a notorious 
Nestorian swindler, who is “ wanted " by the police of British Columbia on a charge of 
obtaining money by false pretences under the alias of “ the Rev. J. A. Day, D.D." 
Lately, at Uremia, lie has been making a comfortable income by the sale of certificates 
of Turkish protection, which ho has been endeavouring to induce both villagers and 
townspeople to apply for. 

As regards the late nationalist rising in the Salmas and Urumia districts, tile facts 
appeal to be that Said-ul-Mumnlek, who is already nationalist governor of Salmas, came 
to Urumia on the 13th April and took over the administration. Me remained in power 
some five weeks and kept fairly good order. Hut the heavy contributions lie levied on 
the wealthier citizens were unpopular, and in the middle of May another revolution was 
engineered by a loc-ll ledai leader who, calling some Kurdish auxiliaries to his 
assistance, compelled Said-ul-Mamalek to retreat hnstilv to Salmas. The Turks profited 
by the general disorder to encroach further on Persian territory. 

_On the 38th May Mr. Wratislaw reported that Turkish soldiers we^p in occupation 
of Kutclii at the foot of the pass and on the high road between Urumia and Salmas. 
They bad also summoned the inhabitants of the Karabugh district on the promontory to 
the east of Kutclii to submit, but the latter had refused, and said they would resist any 
Turkish advance. 

On the 7th June Mr. Wratislaw reported that forty Russian infantry were under 
orders to proceed to Urumia to serve as an escort to the Russian vice-consul there. This 
force was to protect Russian and, in case of need, all foreign subjects, but their instructions 
were to avoid interfering in local affairs. 

On the lltli June Mr. Wratislaw reported that an affray had taken place at 
1 Mlmun, the capital ol Salmas, between I urkish soldiers and Nationalists arising out of 
an attempt on the part of the I urkish consul for Khoi, then at Dilniau, to protect a 
local Kurd from the Persian authorities. Several casualties occurred on Ixitli sales, and 
finally, on the news that the Kurds were approaching, the nationalist governor lied, and 
the population agreed to submit to tile Turkish consul. 

Sir G. Barclay communicated the above information to the Turkish ohurgd d'affaires, 
who told him that ho had no direct news of the incident, lmt said he had recommended 
his Government to send a commission to enquire what was going on in the district. 
Satlr-ed-Deen Bey subsequently informed Sir G. Barclay that the tribes had attacked 
the Turkish guard at Khoi, and that, in view of the inability of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to prevent incursions across the frontier, a small movement of Turkish troops 
towards that plane had taken place. He added that the object of tho Porto was to 
restore order in the districts am! to protect Turkish and other suhjeota 

K. II. 


Rcsht. 

Sopnlular, lately in command of the nationalist forces here and at Knzvin, has been 
appointed governor of Ghilan and Mazandoran. He is said to intend leaving Kuzvin 
tor Kcsht shortly. I lie nationalist force at Kazvin remains under arms, and is likelv to 
do so until the National Assembly meet* 


Asterabad. 

It appears that the Turkomans, having done all that the Shah wished them to do, 
were requested to disperse, but some of them were dissatisfied at not having received 
tl»e money they wore promised. They consequently resorted to roblxiry, and are 
reported to have plundered four villages, one of which they burnt. A fifth village, 
K a hinder Mulmleh, repulsed the Turkomans alter several hours* lighting. Tho grant 
of the constitution was notified to the people, and was receivod with expressions 
•> joy. Considerable friction, however, still exists between Royalists and Nationalists. 

[1065] I, 
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Meshed. 

I* "Bukn-ed-t)owleh, on reappointment as governor-general, left Tehran for Meshed 
in the first week of June. 

2. On the 13th May the Shah telegraphed that the original constitution was 
restored. People paraded tlx.* streets, but there was no idea of praising His Majesty. 
It was known that the two Powers had forced the Shah to take this step, and everyone 
was sceptical of the result. At his Russian colleagues request Major Sykes agreed to 
have a meeting with the two leading priests, at which the situation was to he explained 
in accords nee with t he inst ructions ol the two legations. The priests, however, declined 
to meet Prince Dabija, and the meeting fell through. 

• M ^ akovlev, o! the Russian consulate-general, having become insane, has leic 
Meshed. He is succeeded by the acting diplomatic agent at Askhabad. 

1. A large party of Arab pilgrims, who reached Meshed aljottt the 22nd May, 
reported that near Meiomai, some 40 miles east of Shahrtid, they were attacked by 
I urcomans, and forty-five of their number were killed. Property to the value of 
400 liras was also taken. This is confirmed by a waggon driver employed on the 
Tehran-Meshed telegraph line, who adds that on the 8lh May the Turcomans'surrounded 
Meiomai and drove away all the camels and cattle they could find. The marauders 
uumltercd about 800. 

o. In the Nishupur district Ghokuu Ali, a well-known bandit, with 200 horsemen 
was committing rohU*ries during tin* latter half of May. 

0. Telegiiims from His Majesty's consul state that on the 4tl. June an attempt was 
made to kill tin* Karguzar, and a leading shrine official was murdered in his house. On 
th.. 7th June there was a murder in the local assembly, and the Begler Beggi was also 
murdered. I here, was firing near the consulates, lx>th of which wore struck. On the 
9th June an attack was made on the house of the chief of police, which is near His 
Majesty S consulate-general. A Unit forty shots were fired, hut no one was killed. 


Turbat-i-Huyderi. 

I. ! !"■ jbllbwinj? inovemuiits ol' Russian cdsaucks iue reported: on tin- 2<;tli April 

.- 1 - 1,1 urn veil .. Karen, I',.in- lor Birjmiil, ami lour lor K.-rman. On tin- 5tli May six 

•'.".I'• 11 * 1 " 1 " ronir t" Mesln.il. Ou i,l 10 9th May twomfiv. il li. K„,,-z lor 

Soistim. On tin- IMli May live nrriv.il from Me.slied lor Seistun, ami on tin- Hill, May 
tlnvo train Humlcr Alilm fur M,.-shell. J 

Dr. Otto, Clin nuwly aii|«iintud Russian vice-consul lor Seistun, arrived on ilic 
-7tli April. 

II. On tliu Ml, May a copy of tin- Slmli’s procli,million announcing t-lm re-eatalilisli- 

I, .. . ' v “ s "" ll "' K»t*’ of I In, town. Tin- [Kioplu wore absolutely 

I. Oil III,. 17 th May Moluunui. d Klian, of DowletaUtd, with two of his rolutivos 
look r.-lup-III tin. consulate. Sulnr Klian mid Assndulluli, with a party of Turks ami 
l.nluchi, had sou-oil Ins fort, flit-y wore said to have found much treasure in it and 
wore n,ported to I.. .pmiTi-llino over the spoil. 


(Sgistnn. 

I. 11 is Mine sly'sconsul I,-11 S.-istai, on the 3rd April for Mushed and Birimid. lie 
II* ..ted at Hirjmid almut the lath dune. 

Mr. jl.-wson ruport.-d that early in May the Afgluuis acconipauyino a lar.m 
nintvtin wlnrli passed through Allah,id ,-aught two Russian cossacks who were on the 
Hirial" Seist.m road. l'liey stripped them to their shills, seized their rifles, and 
released them. 

3. During April 3,-141 raxes were treated at the consular hospital. Captain 
Hunter peril,rnied sixty operations, some patients coining Iren, as lit,- ali,-Id as Herat. 

-I- Hie penile ol Sewtnn generally have, under instructions from the Mushed 
As..-,,„hly. ceased to pay revenue t„ the Shah's officials nt liinand llissnin-od-Dowleh 
appears t,. have tried t„ maintain tint Shah’s authority, hut with little success. 

C. 15 S. 
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Ispahan. , 

During the latter part of May the dissensions among the Bakhtiari klmns at 
Ispahan continued, and though it was decided to disband their forces in view of the 
Shah’s concessions, and this measure was indeed in part carried out, a false report, to the 
effect that the Shaft's forces at Kashan had received orders to march on Ispahan, 
produced a reversal of this decision, and some 2l)0 horsemen who had left Ispahan were 
recalled. It is, however, probable that, the khans will shortly return to their own 
country, with the exception of Serdar Assad, who proposes to remain in Ispahan until 
the arrival of a governor, and then to proceed to Tehran for the elections. 

&>md anxiety has Ijeeu felt by British firms at Ispahan on account of the probable 
insecurity of the Ahwaz road consequent on the rivalrybetween the factions of Semsam- 
i s-Sultaneh and Serdar Mohtashem. Semsain-es-Sultaneh at first disclaimed respon¬ 
sibility for any disorder that might occur, which he averred would he caused by 
Kuhgelu tribesmen. His Majesty’s consul-general has repeated to the khans a warning 
from His Majesty’s Minister that l>oth factions of the khans will be held responsible for 
any loss to British trade. 

E. F. G. 


Yezd. 

1. Dr. Pugin and M. Wahlmann left Yezd at the end of April. A local notable, 
who was instrumental in settling a case in which Dr. Pugin’s Armenian clerk was 
concerned, is reported to have received a telegram from the Prime Minister (Naih-es- 
Sultaiieh) thanking him for his efforts in aid of a subject; of “our good friend Germany." 
Dr. Pugin denied any connection with the proposed German Bank, but admitted that 
his Minister had requested him to make a few inquiries relative thereto. 

2. News of the grant of the constitution by the Shah was very coldly received, 
the general opinion being that the Shah was only trying to gain time. One idea was 
that tiie constitution hail been granted to induce people to pay revenue; this done, it 
would he withdrawn. 

3. A caravan for Meshed, which left Yezd towards the end of April, reached Turbat 
safely, while another got through to Tahhas. With the exception of the Meshed road, 
all roads to Yezd continue to he infested with hands of robbers, and a change in the 
command of the road guards has had no good result. 

I. There have been two outrages on Parsees during the past few weeks. In one 
case a Parsec wine seller was shot in cold blood by a customer for no apparent reason, 
lb died a few days later. The murderer took refuge in a shrine and subsequently 
escaped from the town. In a second case a youth, who was extorting money from 
Parsecs in a suburb of Yezd, stabbed an old man who had already given him some 
money. The wound is dangerous. The local authorities seem powerless to keep order. 
Strong representations have been made by His Majesty’s Minister, in reply to which 
Saad-ed-Dowleh has stated that Prince Moayyed-es-Sultaneli has been appointed 
governor and will go to Yezd, taking with him a force sufficient to maintain order. 

Kerman. 

I. Sahib Kkhtiar having been dismissed and Niznm-es-Sultnneh appointed governor, 
hut not having yet left Tehran, the town is in a chaotic condition, there being no 
authority to appeal to. Early in Mav Hajji Ibrahim Naib took refuge in the consulate, 
but subsequently left on being appointed to charge of the town. Telegraphing on the 
11th June His Majesty’s consul reported that the .state of the town and district was 

serious and that the leading men of the town threatened to take refuge in the 
consulate as they could get no answer to their complaints to Tehran. In answer 
to representations, Saad-es-Sultaneh has promised to hasten Nizam-es-Sultaneh’n 
departure. 

Colonel Von der Floss when at Bum tried to obtain admission to the fort, hut 
without success. 

Kennanshah. 

I- Zahir-ed-Dowleh has been appointed governor. The local assembly, which was 
elected during the former constitutional regime, has resumed its sittings, hut rather to 
discuss allairs and policy than for purposes of government. 
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2. Humadufi has remained quiet, the nationalist force expected from Kazvin not 
having arrived. 

3. The Kermanshah-Hamadan road, which was closed for a while owing to the 
presence of robbers, is now open again. 

4. Captain Haworth has l>een granted leave on medical certificate and starts for 
Europe shortly, Captain Crossle, I.M.S., officiating for him. 


I. Soulet-ed-Dowleh has remained the dominant factor iu the Shiraz situation. 
Ilis Majesty s Consul visited him on the 2nd .May, at his invitation in his campsomc miles 
from Shiraz, and discussed several pending matters of no great importance. As regards 
his own intentions he was very guarded, and confined himself to expressing his strong 
desire to keep out of the turmoil of Shiraz politics. lie spoke bitterly of the Qavamis^ 
accusing them of hereditary and incurable bad faith, and also stating that their power 
over the Arabs was gone, since they had been reduced to flattering the chiefs, and 
“ oner you show a nomad you’re afraid of him, it’s all up with you.” Tie also spoke very 
bitterly against the Mullahs, and laughed at the present local assembly of Shiraz, which 
he said was irregular. As regards himself and his tribe, he declared that ho could 
mit the Busline road in perfect, order in a month, hut that it would cost money, which 
lit? could not he sure of recovering from the Shah or the assembly. Consequently he 
proposed to get away from Shiraz as quickly as possible, and take no part in politics 
beyond keeping the Kashgai as quiet as possible. In this last respect it must be 
admit ted that lie has reason to congratulate himself, the beliavour of the tribe as a 
whole during t his migration having been remarkably good, and there can be little doubt 
that Sou let s attitude is the best he could adopt iu his own interest, and shows remark¬ 
able moderation and foresight in a chief of nomads. It remains to he seen whether he 
will he able to maintain it against the stream of intrigue which is being ceaselessly 
directed against bis camp from Shims. Ilia language tended to confirm an idea 
uniVioiMlr formal by Mr. Hill that Muiujur-en-Sultmich secretly meditates eontwnjii" 
th.- headship <.r the Arabs with the Quvami family. Soulet left the immediate neigh' 
lM.tirho.id ..I Shiraz alunit the loth May, apparently intending t.. proceed to his .summer 
ipiarteis, lie received extraordinary attentions from the governor-general, who went 
l,llt 5 visit, him, and ostensibly made great oflbrts V.i reconcile him with the 

Ijuvnin, who went so tar as to await a .summons from the governor-general iu a 
neighbouring garden ; hut it appeared that Soulet absolutely refused to see him. 

I I"; grant nl the constitution was duly announced, and was received with somewhat 
remarkable coldness, even the popular party apparently coalmine themselves to u waitin'' 
!'"■ details ol the eonsiitutioiml law with a g<s,d deal of scuptieism. while the Sltirazis 
in general were as usual more absorbed in local than in general politics. The fact is 
that no one seems disposed to attach any credit to anything bearing the Imperial 
Signature. 


1 "e >|Uestioi, of possible action by Houlet-ed-Dowleh being set at rest, attention 

was Ilgam h.cussed . In- Situation at bur. whence the usual contradictory rumours 

constantly arrived. The position of Nnsr-ed-Dowleh, whether lie was victorious or 

debated, was a ... I In was lighting for his own hand (for he had been 

recalled l.v the governor-general at the instance of the popular party) against an 
eminent "institutional leader, and lie had so many people with him who had blood-feuds 
with bcyvid Abdul Hussain Uiri, that an agreement was practically impossible, 
espeoiidlv as the Sevyid had for months been issuing public notices condemning him 
and Ins brother as milduls worthy of death. 

<>n ili.- Lull May Haji Ali Aghu, the leading priest in the extreme constitutional 
party, arrived quite unexpectedly at. the consulate, accojupunied bv his son and 
plained that lie had a telegram from Bunder Abbas to the effect that Nam-ed-Dowleh 
had taken Ur. kdhnl the Sevyid, massacred the iiihahitants and plundered the town 
that as this had occurred subsequent to the amnesty he had no longer anv faith in the 
lait.-i, and lie expected to he treated in the same way. He also declared that he would 
accept no guarantee from Azef-ed-Dowleh, who Imd formally promised the Shiraz 
Assembly that Nasr-ed-Dow lull would not go to La r. and that he would not leave the 
consulate without a guarantee from the legation. He added that numbers of the 
populai party might he expected to follow him. Some eight persons of position 
arrived later and were admitted, while a large crowd assembled outside the consulate. 
I hey complained at great length against the Qavamis. Eventually Mr. Bill, having 
interviewed the governor-general and the Quyam, obtained a written aiurauce for all the 


refugees, who, with the exception of Haji Ali Agha, left the consulate; the crowd also 
dispersed. Mr. Bill considers it certain that the real motive of the agitation is to 
weaken the Qavamis before Nasr-ed-Dowleh returns with his victorious Arabs, and 
there is good reason for believing that Ata-ed-Dowleh, and some say Asef-ed-Dowleh 
also, are fomenting it. There is no doubt that the complaint made of violation of the 
amnesty is a mere pretext to cover animosity to the power of the Qavam. The bazaars 
remained closed for some days, and mourning ceremonies for the alleged deceased 
Sovvid were held in several mosques. The agitation soon lost force, hut it resulted in 
open war between Asef-ed-Dowleh, and the Qavam over the question whether the 
former did or did not send Nasr-ed-Dowleh to Lur, the former maintaining that lie did 
not, and the latter that he holds the governor-general's written orders to proceed to 
Lar and re-establish the Shah’s Government there at all costs. Tlie Qavamis concen¬ 
trated their attacks on Ata-ed-Dowleh, who was held responsible for getting up the 
agitation of the previous week. 

On the 21st May a fairly well-known priest was assaulted iu the street, severely 
beaten, and his life threatened. On the following day another priest was attacked iu 
the same quarter, and Ata-ed-Dowleh consequently Hogged the liead-man of the 
quarter. The inhabitants promptly raised a riot, and were joined by the people of 
the adjoining quarter, where the Qavam’s town house is situated. Ata-ed-Dowleh 
appealed to the Qavam to restrain the latter, who eventually agreed to stop rioting on 
condition that Ata-ed-Dowleh should be dismissed within live days. 

From a telegram received on the 30th May it appears that Nusr-ed-Dowleh has 
telegraphed to the Shah, complaining that he has been recalled from Lar by the 
governor-general at the instigation of certain members of the Shiraz local assembly, 
though lie went to Lar by His Majesty’s orders. He added that ho felt, aggrieved at 
this action of the governor-general, as for the last two years he had made great 
endeavours to carry out the Shah's orders. He asked for a reply through his brother, 
the Qavam. 

2. On the 1st May His Majesty’s consul paid an official visit of congratulation to 
the Turkish vice-consul on the occasion of the accession of Sultan Mohammed V, of 
which he had been officially apprised. 

3. M. Leliovici, assistant in the School of the Alliance Israelite, recently threatened 
a Jew with a revolver. The Jew took refuge in His Majesty’s consulate, and, as a 
result of Mr. Bill’s representations to M. Natal’, the head of the school, M. Leliovici was 
suspended and ordered to leave Persia. 

4. 'fhe roads in Fars continue very unsafe, and robberies of posts, &c., are frequent. 
In the neighbourhood of Konartakhto a local feud lias l>een the cause of a good deal of 
fighting, during which the Indo-European Telegraph Department’s office was invaded 
and some damage done to the building. The governor-general has now placed a guard 
of soldiers in the building. The Russian acting consul-general at Bushire, while on his 
way to Shiraz, appears to have been tired on iu this neighbourhood, his own and 
another horse being hit. ’fhe leading Persian merchants of Shiraz have telegraphed to 
the Minister of the Interior complaining bitterly of the state of public order and the 
incapacity of the governor-general. The appointment of a strong governor—for choice, 
Zil-es-Sul tan would appear to give the best hope of restoring order. The governor- 
general has officially notified His Majesty’s consul that Suulot-ed-Dowleh has undertaken 
the protection, for part of the journey, of caravans using the Firouzabad route to 
Bushire. It is too early to say whether this will be sufficient to restore trade to its 
normal condition. As illustrating the present condition of Furs it piay be mentioned 
that quite recently the governor-general had great difficulty in getting anyone to take 
a message from him to the Kashgai Chief. 

o. A party of 100 men of the (Jhaharmahal Regiment took refuge in the consulate 
on the lltn May, demanding arrears of pay. Mr. Bill made an unofficial representation 
"i» the subject to the governor-general, who promised to pay the men, but at. the end of 
May they were still in the consulate. 

0. B. S. 


Persian Gulf. 

Bushire. 

Sole .—Some facts here recorded are anterior to events reported in the last 
summary despatch respecting Bushire, as recently it was convenient to report separately 
and immediately incidents telegraphed to llis Majesty’s legation. With the restoration 
[1605] M 
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of order, however, such a course is no longer necessary, and in future events at Bushire, 
as also those at Tabreez and Ispahan, will be incorporated in the general summary. 

1. On the 27th April 100 soldiers took refuge under the residency flagstaff, as a 

{ jrotcst against their arrears of pay being withheld. They were, however, induced to 
eavc on the 6th May, when the main part oi their claims had been met and a written 
insurance given to 11 is Majesty's consul-general that retaliatory measures would not be 
taken against them. 

Normal arrangements have now been restored in the customs at Bushire, and the 
impounding of the receipts by the bank, a temporary expedient made by Major Cox, 
with the Minister’s approval, in order to secure the receipts from improper use, has 
now ceased: During the time it bus been in force the Bushire receipts nave been very 
low, owing partly to the uncertainty of the situation and part ly to the insecurity of the 
road, and after paying the expenses of the Customs Administration and a small daily 
allow ance to the governor to enable him to maintain order, a balance of only 
12,000 tomans remained, which lias now lxsen remitted to the Imperial Bank as part of 
the interest on their advances to the Persian Government. 

The British bluejackets were re-embarked on the I9th and 20th May, and since 
Darya Heggi’s arrival order has been well maintained except that Stayed Morteza, whose 
conduct had been a constant source of anxiety, introduced a force of tangestanis into 
the town. Darya Beggi, however, took decisive steps and succeeded in driving them 
out, and on the 8th June it was reported that keyed Morteza himself had been taken 
prisoner. 

Gii his arrival from Bussorah on the 26th April the commander of the fast mail- 
steamer 1 2 3 ‘ Diiiiuri reported three deaths among his crew which had taken place since 
his departure from Bussorah. From the circumstances mentioned by him it appeared 
that tin* deaths were due to plague. On the 30th April a coolie from the same ship died 
in the quarantine station from plague. 

M. Zwinno, acting director of Customs, notified to the Residency on' the 27th 
April that M. Leleux had assumed charge of the Customs at Bushire. 

4. Ills Excellency the naval commander-in-chief arrived in Mis Majesty’s ship 
“Hyacinth" on the 27th April, the Resident calling on him on boat'd the same day. 
Admiral Slade landed on the 28th and remained till the 30th when the flag-ship left for 
Muscat. 

f>. The Resident left in His Majesty’s slop “ Lapwing* on the 12th May for 
Mohammerah. 

0. News reached Bushire on the 14th May that plague had broken out at Bahrein, 
three cases and two deaths having occurred. Quarantine restrictions have consequently 
been inqiosed against Bahrein. 

L. O. 


Bunder Abbas. 

1. During the whole of April Scyed Abdul Hussein Lari continued to send 
messengers to the leading Nationalists in Bunder Abbas ordering them to close the 
Customs. 'I heir reply that this was impossible only drew from the keyed a threat to 
semi a force to enforce his orders, fins threat caused considerable uneasiness in the 
town and i hough Lai* was taken by Nnsr-ed-Howleh and the Seycd reported a fugitive 
early in May, as late as the 29th May His Majesty's consul reported that the. people of 
Bunder Aldus were in a state of painful anxiety owing to the keyed being still at large. 
In view oi the loss to British trade and the possibility of damage to life usd property of 
British subjects, he suggested that the Persian Government he asked to take active 
measures against the keyed. In reply to representations. Saad-ed-Dowleh said that he 
was unable to do anything at present.’ 

2. All British Indian subjects who were residing at Miuah arrived at Bunder Abbas 
on the 12th April with all their goods and valuables. Minuli was threatened at the 
time by one Mir Barket Khan with a large Baluch following. 

3. Captain Shakespoar handed over charge of the consulate to Captain Mackenzie 
and left tor Kmveit on the 13th April. Captain line, second assistant to the Resident 
at Bushire, took over charge of the consulate from Captain Mackenzie on the 19th May. 


Lingah . 

1. The repeated orders of Scyed Abdul Hussein Lari to the leading Nationalists 
here to close the Customs and dismiss the director of Customs and the deputy-governor 
have been entirely disregarded A notice, signed and sealed by the Seyed, was posted 
up in the bazaar to the effect that anyone who paid customs dues would Ik* liable to a 
f ulft of 200/. payable to the Nationalists. It was torn down by order of the deputy- 
governor. 

2. On the 16th April the director of Customs dispatched the steam launch 
“ Khorassan" with a customs iiiuushi on board to reinstate the customs otiicials at the 
Shih Kuli ports hut she returned without carrying out the object. The sheikhs, while 
expressing their wish to co-operate, would not allow any customs dues to lie levied or 
cargo imported or exported. 

Mohammerah. 

1. The Darya Beggi, while at Bagdad in April, was said to be incommunication 
with the Russian consul at Bussorah. 

2. Mr. Pearson, of the American Magnetic Survey, arrived on the 20th April, from 
Ah wax, and left for Bussorah the same day. 

3. Mr. Cars tern, Messrs. Wonckhaus’ agent, visited Mohammerah in April for the 
im pose of looking for a house for office and quarters. A small house is to Ire built for 
lim near the firm's yard. Meanwhile lie remains at Bussorah. 

4. Crops on the Karim have failed. There is a surplus in other districts, hut 
probably only enough to supply the deficiency from Karun in the local markets. 

Ahwaz. 

1. It is reported on good authority that during March two Russians, “ dressed as 
Cossacks,” came to Burujird. Shortly afterwards, a telegram was received in Burujird 
from the Prime Minister saying that another Russian, accompanied by bis interpreter, 
was coming to investigate the damage done by the earthquake. On the arrival of the 
1 u.ter, who was said to he assistant to the Russian consul at Kermanshah, a house was 
taken on one year's lease. The interpreter was said to be a man of good birth from, 
Kermanshah. After making exhaustive inquiries as to roads, stages, &c., in the district, 
the latter arrival and his interpreter started towards the Ispahan road via Silukhor and 
Chaharlaug Bakhliari with the ostensible object of visiting the places devastated by the 
earthquake. They were escorted by a party under the Mansur-ul-Mamalek who had 
been appointed by the Amir Afkham. 

2. His Majesty’s consul left Ahwaz for Ispahan on his summer tour on the 24th 

May. 

0. B. STOKES, Major, 

Military Attache. 


125146] No. 58. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 12!).) 

8ii\ Gulnhcli , June 18, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of the amended draft loan contract which my 
Russian colleague, as reported in my telegram No. 431 of the 1st June, submitted to Ins 
Government for approval. 

M. Sabline tells me that he lias now received his Government's reply, instructing 
him that the representative of the Russian Bank mentioned in article I is to lie 
•selected by tin* Russian legation and the manager of the Kink, and that the hank 
employed selected is to make no payments to the Persian Government without M. Suhlino’s 
sanction. Subject to these modifications the draft contract is approved. 

As regards the programme of expenditure, 1 understand that M. Sabline is 
furnished with general instructions as to the employment of the 100,000/. Arrears ut 
pay to the troops and, in particular, to the Cossack Brigade, and arrears of salary to the 
diplomatic service are the chief items. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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inclpsurc in N». 58. 

Draft Loan Agreement. 

ENTRE le Gouvernement Imperial de Perse, represented par sou Excellence le 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangkres, president ad interim du Conseil dea Ministres, d'une 
part, et la Banque d’Escoinpte de Perse, renrdsentdc par M. Exeinplaroft, dnytre part; 

Vu l’exdcution par Sa Majesld.le Schah des articles 1" k 5 des conseila amicaux 
soumis k Sa Majeste par les Gouvernements de Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne, tendant 
au rdtablissemcnt du rugiine constitutionnel en Perse et it I’apaisement du pays, et 
conformdment au § G du dit programme, 

11 a dtd convenu co qui suit:— 

Article 1. Le Gouvernement Imperial de Russia met k la disposition du Gouverne¬ 
ment Imperial de Perse une sonune <I«* 2,500,000 fr., versee k la Banque d’Escompte de 
Perse k Tdhdran, sous les conditions suivantes:— 

1. La somme ci-dessus inentionndo est destinde k suhvenir aux ddpenses 
immediate?.* ndcessit.des par riutroduction des rcformes et sera ddpensee d’aprka un 
programme qui sera dtabli entre la legation de Russie et le Gouvernement persan. 

2. Cliaque mandat devra 6tro ordonmined par le Ministre responsible du ddparte- 
ment intdressd et revdtu du “ vu bon k payer” (lit Ministre des Finances. 

3. Un caissier-comptable, ddsignd d'accord entre le Gouvernement persan et la 
legation do Russie sera charge du payement des ddpenses imputdes sur la dite somme. 

4. Le Conseil des Miuistres devra rendre compto au Parlemeut de 1'emploi de 
cotte somme. 

Art. 2. Cette avanco aura la mdine gnmiitie oue les emprunts conclus en 1000 et 
1002 (Mitre le Gouvernement persan et la Bumpm d’Escompte de Perse. 

Art. 3. Le taux des intdrets est fixe k 6 pour cent l’an, payables tous les 
six inois. 

Art. 4. Cette convention est rddigde en langue persane et franyaise avec la rndme 
signification. 

Fait on double k Tdhdran, lc 


[25100] No. 50. 

Mr. Garnett to Sir Edu ard Greg.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 30S.) 

Sir, St. Petersburg/^ June 23, 1009. 

WITH reference to Sir A. Nicol son’s telegram No. 302 of the 13th instant, 1 have 
the honour to inform you that, hearing a rumour to-day to the effect that fresh bodies 
of Russian troops were pouring into North Persia, I enquired of M. Isvolsky if there 
were any truth in this report. 

Ilis Excellency said that the only increase of Russian troops was that a sotnia of 
Cossacks was being sent by the Governor of Tillis to reinforce the consulate guard at 
Krdchil, where there had Keen a good deal of pillaging, and where a large number of 
people had taken "hast " in the Russian vice-consulate. 

1 gathered from the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs that a good deal of 
hostility had been sliojvn and threatened to the sotnia on the march. 

I have, Ac. 

\\\ .1. GARNETT. 


125102] No.'CO. 

Mr. Garnett to Sir Edwatd Greu.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 102.) 

Sir, ^ St. Petersburgh , June 25, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the receipt of your telegram No. 701 of the 
2lst instant I wrote privately to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, informing him that, 
for the reasons given in Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. ITS of the 19th instant, you 
were of opinion that the question of the publication of our Persian programme had 


presumably better be delayed, and I begged him to be kind enough to grant me an 
interview during the course of the day, when he would be able to give me the views of 
the Russian Government. His Excellency authorised me, when I saw him in the 
afternoon, to inform you that he agreed to delaying the publication, and he informed 
me that he would instruct the Russian charge d’affaires at Tehran in that sense. 

On the receipt of your telegram No. 773 of the 22nd June, enquiring whut the 
final views of the Russian Government were as to the publication of the whole 
programme, in view of the fact that the Bakhtiaris had got hold of the travesty of our 
programme, in which case it would be well if Sirdar Assad could be enlightened as to 
the true contents of the document, I again spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the subject, and laid before him the reasons why it would be well to let the Sirdar 
know the real version, as in that case there appeared some hope of arresting his 
march on the capital. M. Isvolsky said that he would think the matter over, and added 
that he was very averse to anything being published which would show that the two 
Governments were not completely in accord on oue point. It is evident that 
his Excellency sets great store on this, as he had already mentioned it in his previous 
interview of the day before. I urged his Excellency to let me have his views as soon 
as possible ; and, knowing that he was leaving the next morning for Sweden, I thought 
it as well to write a private letter to him at his house on the islands that same evening, 
expressing the hope that I might be put in possession of his views before his departure. 
In consequence of this his Excellency sent me an aide-memoire yesterday morning, copy 
of which L have the honour to inclose, aud a summary of which was telographed to you 
in my telegram No. 323 of yesterday’s date. From this memorandum you will sec that 
the Russian Government have no objection to the publication of a portion of the 
programme, but cannot depart from their point of view regarding the omission of 
point G. 

I have, &c. 

W. J. GARNETT. 

Inclosure No. 60. 

Aide-memoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson . 

LE Miuistere Imperial des Affaires Etrang&res a l’honneur de faire savoir ii 
1 Ambassade britannique que le Gouvernement russe n’a pas d’ohjections a ce quo le 
programme ilos conseils que la Russie et la Grande-Bretagne out donne a Sa Majeste le 
i-chah suit public par les representants des deux Gouvernements a Teheran pour 
reassigner lc public persan sur la teueur exacle du document en question. 

I,e Gouvernement Imperial ne saurait cependant so departir de son point de vue 
que le §6 du dit programme devrait etre omis, vu que ce paragraphe pourrait etre 
mterprete commo un manque d’accord outre la Russie et l'Angleterre au sujet de 
1 avance do 2,500,000 fr. 

Le charge d affaires de Russie a Teheran est invite par telegraphe k s’entendre 
avee Sir G. Barclay k ce sujet. 

Saint-Pclersbourg , le 10 (23) juin, 1909. 


^ ^ ^ Mr- Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

S ‘ r ’ T TrAVr ,, , , T P'tersburgh, June 25, 1909. 

m i- i 1 lu honour to report that I had an interesting conversation yesterday 
p . K,omm ' w “° 18 * h © official at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in charge of 
I erMan matters. It will be remembered that this gentleman has previously been 
(onsul-genoral at Meshed and also at Bombay. In view of the fact that Sir G. Barclay 
nti glvo ? , sl . lbst ! lnco of his telegram No. 489 to the Russian charge d’affaires at 
eiuan 1 thought there could be no harm in my reading a paraphrase of it, as also 
n - r - Barclay s telegram No. 490, to M. Klomni, and I asked him whether the 
iZlT, , !" ,st ? r ha , d alrea A v " ,ade thu representation which his Government had 
t i llm t 0 “r? to 110 offoct tbnt * woless the Russian troops wore withdrawn 
1 a labreez, the Cabinet would ho compelled to resign. M. Klemm replied that the 
[1665] N 
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behftv!our < o£ the Russumtroops, M. Klemm told him that such complaints could not he 

““ ttopresence of thei.Russian forces atTaW, 

and 1 enquired whether there was any further information as. to their lUiUniwaL 
M K loin in nave me to understand that it was no longer in the hands oflhcalmise 
for Knrcicti Affairs to settle the tpicstiou of the reduction of the troops, ns this matter 
hadibecoroe onefa the Council of the Empire to decide (by tlu. it.. P««|We * ' 

the Council of Ministers), but he reiterated that the troops would be withdrawn when 

the new governor-general arrived at his post. gj,.. ,,,,,1 i>..,i.; r Khans in 

1 then turned the conversation on to the presence of Snttar anil BagMr M ans 111 
the Turkishconsulate-general at Tabreez, and M. Klemm stated that the Turk ah 
Ambassador here had boon informed that the fullest guarantees would ^ lie 

Russia,, authorities to these two refugees. Ho was sure that lurkl.au Pasl a, who was 
a foiisoiontious man, reported fully to Ins Government, but he added that the fault 
w . w n ’ t ( ’oiiKtantinoplo ; if the refugees were to be got out of the consulate, prtvs 
must he exercised at the Porte, and 1 was informed that, instructions are going at once 
In ,1 ,• Russian Ambassador in London to consult with you as to making joint demorcte* 

1 ll Turkish Government on the subject. 1 asked tf M. Klemm knew why Sa tar 
aiKl Chir would not accept the guarantees offered them, and the reply was that these 
men simple wished to make trouble, and that they are being used as pawns ‘J° 
intri.'ues ul the Turkish authorities (in ibis connection it us interesting to note that the 
Turkish Ambassador had said to M. Klemm the other day that there would ncgJmvo 
l.een dl this trouble if the British and Russian Governments laid invited Turkish 
■ • I Gisiin affairs ) ami that they have taken into tho consulate an enormous 

pU «o W behind if they quitted that 

r< ^'^Bhfore leaving 1 read to M. Klemm the suhstancu of Sir G. Barclay s telegram 
No 492 rfwSioKbiv'a date on the subject of Meshed, leaving out the sentence about 
the ••exasperated- Russian colleague probably introducing a large force 1 md occipjinfc. 
the city " and I begged him to send immediate instructions to the Russian charge 
d ! atoe«;,t IVhran .0 the effect that the Russian cousul-gonera at Meshed slion d 
adopt a eonciliatorv attitude. M. Klemm replied that this should he done ''About 
delay. He promised to give a faithful account, of our conversation to the Actmg 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom 1 was unfortunately unable U^see.^ 

“W,\i. GARNETT. 


[ 25106 ] No ' 62 ' 

Mr. O’Bcirne to Sir Edward Grey.—^Received July 5.) 

< No ' ’> 10 -1 St. Petersburg*. June 29, 1909. 

° r ' | H AVE the lumuur to enclose a summary of a report published this moriimfj tar 
the ‘Novoe Vreniva” of an interview with "a person competent it, 1’ereum atom. 
To -ill •imH'amnee the personage interviewed is an official connected with the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, and his remarks are doubtless intended to prepare public opinion 
I 1"! riSS£l" dispatch of troops to Tehran. IBs views on the situation, which are 
expressed Oil the whole with studied moderation, are to the effect that the revolutionary 
novenien. in Persia has degenerated from a struggle for freedom and reform >11 0 pure 
anarchy The revolutionary leaders are now animated solely by a thirst for plunder, 
mill are not to be disarmed or mollified bv the genuine commencement of reforms 
which the Shull, yielding to the advice of the British and Russian Governments, has 
recently made the two Governments have done all that lay ill their power to bring 
about a,, appeasement, but the difficulties of the situation are increasing nmre 
particularly for Russia. With the advance of the revolutionaries against Tehran, 
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r though hampered bv her declared policy of non-intervention, maybe compelled 
S her wisStake measure, for the protection of Russian subjcc s aii l h 
n' 1 rests in Persia. The Shah’s troops are worthless, and the only force that canto 
depended upon for His Majesty's protection and that of the foreign missions is 
tSoff’s brigade of 1,400 men. The person interviewed also refers at some longfltto 
'furkish encroachments on Persian territory, and to grounds that in Ins opinion - 

for S ^u t Sow I Vremyn 1 "l^a leading article enforces the moral of this 
....1 ca lls on the Government to adopt 11 more energetic line of action in 1 0 ■ 

Russia he “ Novoc Vremya ” contends, makes a mistake 111 using mild language to the 
vrd-m agitators (a reference, apparently, to the negotiations 'v,th S,r i, A . 
Nothing but a strong hand will serve for the present situation. Hie Government 
V ... , 1 /’culpable weakness in sending a weak detachment instead of;an imposing force 
i Tabreez, and in withdrawing a portion even of that small body, ihej’ £ould choose 
ne of two courses: either to sit down meekly at home and await the course of •, 
or else to act with energy and decision. Tliere is no room 111 Persia for timid lialf- 

■ lieil3Hres - I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


Inelosuro in No. 62. 

Summitry of a Report of 0 Conversation of a « Person conversant with Persian Affairs" 
with u Correspondent of the “ Novoe 1 remyu. 

THE movement that went on in Persia some months ago and the one that. we see 

... there now have little in common. Then the country was seized with the 

excitement of a new era and sincerely aspired towards poht.cal renovation, I he 
Government went hand in hand with the British Government in supporting 
e idea and serious steps were taken by both Powers in that directum. I he Slml, 
in spile of groat obstacles, was willing to meet the wishes of both Governments .andat 
the present time his past promises are ceasing to he mere words and begin to entu b 
n .„io„ of actual realisation. This should he enough to produce tranquillity and restore 
he , rn a course of political life. But those at the bead of the so-called dierating 
,,iovenm.it ” have no desire for such a condition of things. They wish or sedition and 
anarchy in order to he able to rob and produce disturbance to 

Some of the champions of Persian liberty are the most ordinary brigands an 1 th ves 
who perpetrate their dark deeds under the guise of a national # Wi*” 
was received in St. Potcrsburgh ol the number of things stolen by feattar I\h.m. 
Among tliem were twelve grand pianos, ten carriages, &c. Surrendering author tj 
such persons is quite out of the question, and now, when the chief tasks have been 
fulfilled by the Shah, it has been proposed to introduce order by means of a who e 
series of measures and the appointment of more or less trustworthy olhoials. I in. 
docs not suit Sattar Khan and others who know that with the establishment of normal 
conditions they would have to relinquish robbery and restore what they had ^eu. 
Tho appointment of the new Governor of Tabreez, Aln-ed-l>owleli, who is an unerget c 
and conscientious man, was a warning to all those gentlemen that they would not 
spared, arid so they gathered round themselves their partisans m the name of liberty 
for the Struggle agaiiiBt the despotic regime of the Shall. They robbed and plundered 
right and left. Most of their booty went into their own pockets, but a part was given 
towards the revolution. Tho revolutionists resorted to blackmailing, they sent out 
threatening letters in Tabreez, Meshed, and lloslit, and many merchants felt obliged to 
give them pretty large sums. With tho aid of this money they were able to lure 
followers. At the present moment we have a picture of complete anarchy wlucli 
promises not a little difficulty for international diplomacy. Bakhtiari to the ntmiber of 
about 2,000 men headed by sirdar Assad have concentrated at hum, and on the other 
side the rebels are gathering at Kasvin (about SOO) and are marching on l clrran, and 
according to the latest news there is uninterrupted connection between the tw-o bodies. 
From the same source of information it is stated that the rebels at Kasvin expect 
reinforcements from Resht. The Shah's troops are in the most pitiable condition 
most of the men being ragged, good-for-nothing beggars who would betray tin-Shall at 
any moment without the slightest remorse. The only force that can he depended on is 
that of Colonel Liaklioff’s Oossack brigade of 1,400 men for the defence of the foreign 
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diplomatic missions (except those of England and Russia, which have their own body¬ 
guards). 

Russia and England are doing all they can to produce pacification. The Russian 
and English consuls were sent to Kum to negotiate with Sirdar Assad and to convince 
him of the folly of marching on Tehran. He was assured that the constitutional r6gime 
was secured, and that the Shah had listened to England and Russia in this respect. 
Sirdar Assad declared that neither he nor his followers believed the Shah, who would 
again go back on his word at the last moment. He promised to give an answer on the 
10th June (o.s.), and it will probably be a negative one. 

The position is very difficult. If the Bakhtiari go to Tehran the capital may join 
the rebellious movement. The Russian Government is in a peculiarly awkward 
predicament, as having declared a policy of non-interference they may yet be compelled 
by the consequences of a march to Tehran to take steps necessary for the protection of 
Russian subjects and their interests in Persia. 

It is quite possible that this Sirdar Assad dreams of gaining the throne, but 
nothing is clear in the present state of anarchy. 

Our action in Persia at first was regarded with much sympathy, and our soldiers 
were received as liberators. Little by little, however, these views, under the influence 
of somebody, are changing. A Russian sentry is fired at, and rumour has it that the 
shot came from one of our revolutionaries from the Caucasus. Speaking of how in the 
present events some outside influence is observable, I cannot help mentioning the 
strange role which Turkey has taken upon herself. Not so long ago Sattar Khan asked 
for the protection of Russia, and it was offered to him in view of the Shah’s general 
amnesty, but he suddenly broke liis word and took refuge in the Turkish consulate, 
where revolutionary meetings take place and proclamations are drawn up, &c. This is 
a regular centre of agitation. I have heard that negotiations have been going on about 
this with the Turkish charge d'affaires. He hinted that Turkey was offended by not 
taking part in the Anglo-Russian agreement in Persia. The doings of the Turks in 
Persia induce cue to think that they are carrying out a deliberate programme. They 
favour sedition in Persia, and many of them go to Urumia, the proximity of which to 
their frontier gives them a favourable position when we consider the presence of their 
army corps in Armenia and of another corps in Bagdad. I believe that in the present 
case we do not forget the position that will bo taken up iu relation to the Caucasus. 

Besides those of Turkey, there are many other intrigues which lead to various 
reflections. It is known that even in European centres committees have been formed, 
which are not devoid of a certain influence. In Germany, for instance, there is a 
committee for the defence of the interests of the Persian people presided over by l)rs. 
Rorbat and Sensius. The following fact invites attention : Not long ago a proclama¬ 
tion was found at Tehran inviting the Persian Cossacks to disobey their officers. The 
person distributing that proclamation was arrested, and during a search made at his 
residence a form was found with the? inscription : “ Long live the constitution ! The 
central committee of Mujtchids of Azerbaijan, German section.” This offender was 
a Russian subject and was expelled from Persia. Much attention has been attracted by 
the doings of one Shinman or Shineman, a German subject, who has the air of a 
conspirator. German officials aver that he has no mission, and sincerely disavow him. 
If his movements were looked into it would soon be clear whose guidance he is following. 

Our troops are at present in the suburbs of Tabreez, where there is comparative 
quiet. 

I here are now no British troops iu Bushire, but they could be introduced at any 
moment from the cruiser. The English have shown great firmness and energy at 
Bushire. On their insistence Said Murtaza, head of the “liberating movement,” was 
expelled. 


[251081 No. 63. 

Mr. OMieirne to Sir Edward (ireu.—(Received Julti 5.) 

(No. 112.) ’ J 1 

f< St. Pftrraburyh, June 30, 1909. 

MIL Acting Minister tor Foreign A flail's informed me yesterday, as I had the 
honour to report in iny telegram No. 330 of the same date, that a telegram had been 
received from M. Subline asking the Russian Government to consider whether, in view 
°f threatened advance of the Bakhtiari.'' and fedais on Tehran, ii would not lie 
advisable to make some preparations with a view to the eventual dispatch of Russian 
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troops to the Persian capital, should that stop prove necessary. A consultation on the 
subject was, M. Sazonow told me, to take place at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that 
afternoon, and this morning I called on his Excellency to ask what decision had been 
arrived at. He stated that it had been decided to adopt certain preparatory measures 
with a view to the eventual dispatch of a force to Kasvin, and instructions on the 
subject had already been sent to the Caucasian military authorities. The advantages of 
this course wore, lie explained, that it would give Russia complete command ol the road 
to Tehran, that it would result ill cleariug out the revolutionaries now collected in 
Kasvin, and that it would obviate the necessity of occupying Tehran, to which the 
Russian Government were particularly averse. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs showed me a further telegram received 
trom M. Sabline, in which the Russian cliargiS d'affaires gave an alarming description 
of the iiosition at Tehran. He pointed out that the Cossack brigade was necessarily 
split up into several detachments, expressed the opinion that it was liable to become 
demoralised, and that it was not strong enough to cope with the situation il the 
threatened advance on Tehran took place. M. Sabline pointed out that there was a 
strong likelihood that the Shah would take refuge in the British or Russian legation ; 
he further urged that the two Powers were morally hound to support the Shall, and 
suggested as the best means of doing so that a force of Cossacks should lie sent to 
Kasvin, thus relieving the pressure on Tehran from one side. This telegram had, how¬ 
ever, M. Sazonow explained, reached the Ministry too late to be considered in yesterday’s 
consultation, and the decision to send an expedition to Kasvin was not taken on 
M. Sabiine’s advice. 

I asked M. Sazonow what were exactly the dangers which he apprehended in the 
event of the threatened attack oil Tehran taking place ? He replied that there was the 
danger of the Russian bank Ixiing looted, and there was the danger to the foreign 
missions and foreign subjects. There was also the likelihood that the Shall might take 
refuge in the Russian legation, which would be extremely embarrassing to Russia. He 
went on to speak of the moral obligation resting on the two Governments to support 
the Shah, who had after all, he said, been brought to this pass by acting on our advice 
in according liberal institutions to his people. 

I reminded his Excellency that the two Governments were not bound to lend 
assistance to the Shah iu the present struggle. 1 hey had, on the contrary, particularly 
avoided doing more than promise His Majesty protection for his person and family. 

I pointed out that, if Russia sent troops to Kasvin and cleared the revolutionaries out 
of that town, this would lie interpreted by the Persians as an armed intervention in 
the struggle. Russia would have the whole of Persia, with the exception of the 
royalists, against her; and what, 1 asked, became of the policy of non-intervention 1 

M. Sazonow did not directly answer that question, but enquired what Steps I 
suggested ought to lie taken. I said that Sir G. Barclay wns Gist qualified to give an 
opinion on that point, hut it seemed to me, speaking personally, that,,if the Cossack 
brigade was not strong enough to provide for the protection of the Shah’s person and of 
the foreign missions, the natural remedy for the Russian Government to adopt was to 
reinforce their legation guards to the extent necessary. M. Sazonow maintained that to 
send troop* to reinforce the legation guard would produce a worse effect than to send 
an expedition to Kasvin. 

I asked how many men it was contemplated to send. His Excellency said he 
thought alxiut 1,500. In reply to a further question, ho said that if the Bakhtiaris 
desisted from their march the proposed expedition would he at once abandoned; anil 
in view of that possibility the preparations for the expedition would he given full 
publicity. He also said that the Russian Government would lie prepared to give the 
most solemn pledges that the troops would be eventually withdrawn. 

From M. Sazouow’s references to the Sliah’s moral claim on the support ot the two 
Powers I gathered the impression that, in making preparations for an expedition to 
Kasvin, the Russian Government are actuated to a large extent by the desire to give 
ilis Majesty the military assistance necessary to save him from final defeat in the present 
struggle. The same idea was clearly expressed in the telegram from M. Sabline which 
iiis Excellency showed me. At the same time, M. Sabline s description ol the weakness 
"t. the Cossack brigade and its liability to demoralisation certainly seemed, on the fuoe 
of it, to furnish ground for fearing that that force could not afford adequate protection 
to the foreign missions, and to foreign lives and interests, in the event of Tehran 
becoming the scene of serious street fighting. 

1 have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[1605] 








50 


P.S.—Since the above was written I have had a conversation with M. Isvolsky. 
His Excellency declared to me that the Russian Government had no intention 
whatever of rendering military assistance to the Shah. Their sole concern was the 
protection of the foreign missions and foreign lives and interests at Tehran. They 
could not send troops to Tehran without their going to Kasviu, but they bad as 
yet arrived at absolutely no decision as to sending a force to either of these localities. 
They bad only decided on making preparations with a view to what it might become 
necessary to do. 

J H. O’B. 


(No. 113.) 

Sj r> St. Pctcrsburgh , June 30, 1900. 

’ HAVING had the honour to receive your telegram No. 790 of yesterday’s date, 1 
asked t ho Act ing Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning whether it was the fact that 
the Russian Government had decided to suspend the reduction of the Russian force at 
Tabreez. . 

i I in Excellency replied in the affirmative, saying that it had been intended to send 
four more sotnias back to Russia, but that this idea had been abandoned, lie added 
that the situation at Tabreez was too disturbed to permit of further reducing the force. 

1 remarked that our information was to the effect that, things at Tabreez were 
tolerably quiet. There appeared to have been no recent incident with the exception of 
one or two cases of misconduct on the part of the refugees at the Turkish consulate- 
general. 1 said that l should Ho grateful if his Excellency would explain to me what 
the Russian Government were now waiting for before withdrawing the force. As I 
understand the situation. anti-Russian manifestations would continue so long as the 
force remained at Tabreez. They would cease as soon as it was withdrawn. 

M. Sazonow replied that, for one thing, they were waiting until a governor- 
general arrived at Tabreez, and not only arrived, hut effectively established his 
authority. The Russian troops had boon sent because Russian trade had been 
intolerably interfered with by the revolutionaries. Russia could not consistently with 
her dignity withdraw her force so long as there, was a probability t hat on her doing so 
*• brigands” like Sattur and Bagher Khans would again become masters of the situation 
and recommence their arbitrary treatment of Russian commerce. The Russian 
Government had said that, they would withdraw, and intended to do so, but if they 
withdrew now they would probably have to send their force back again. 

M. Sazonow also referred to Turkish action at Tabreez, and to the appointment of 
a new Turkish consul at Urumia, but remarked that there was a wide difference 
between Turkish promises and their fulfilment. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


Mr. O' Beirut: to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 5.) 


I 25176J No. 65. 

Inclosures 3 and 5 in Sir G. l.owther's No. 507 of June 30, 1909 .—(Received July o.) 

In closure 3. 

Report on the Turco-Persian Frontier. 

FROM un inspection on the field of the disputed district between the bend of the 
lesser Zah and Salmas I am more than ever decided that the frontier question concerns 
tactical necessities more than political or religious claims. 

Roughly, thi' configuration of the country in question may be described ns a long, 
high valley.‘uttering easy communications, running north and south from Sa l mas to 
Sulimnuiu. From Salmas to VVazim the range of hills on the east side is low, and has 
the Persian plains beyond, while on the west, the range is high, with a series of tangled 
chains beyond. South of NVazua the reverse is the case. On tin* east the hills liecome 
higher, with the Persian mountains beyond, while on the north the chain of Kurde6tan 
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cra< r s gives place to a series of hills, low on their eastern slopes, dropping suddenly 
amt precipitously to the Mosul aud Mesopotamian plains on the west. Barring this 
sudden drop from the high valley at some 4,800 feet to the plains at some 2,000 feet a 
gap in the western chain at Wazna, where it changes from mountains to hills, gives 
the opportunity for a road from the Black Sea littoral to Mesopotamia. This gap is 
actually on the frontier, and the ground on the Turkish side, descending suddenly to 
the plains, gives the Turks no chance for a defensive position, or there is no available 
position which might be defended by a small force until reinforcements could be brought 

This to the Turks, with their slow mobilisation, movement, and want of transport 
would Is; a necessity. On the other hand, north and east of Wazna there is nothing to 
stop rapid advance and movement of troops. The country being more or less open 
right up to Tabreez and Julfa. On the other hand, an excellent position on the 
Geugai Dagh and Kalesepan, south of Pesvey, and the Lahjan plain guards the only two 
i.Kids to Wazna from the nortli, ».<?., that by the Lahjan, and that by Karakhidar. This 
position could easily lx; held by a small against a much larger force, and would give 
the necessary delay. The country between there and the Russian frontier is open and 
favourable to cavalry, and no doubt the Turks imagine that their Kurd irregulars would 
l>e useful there. > 

To sum up, previous to the occupation of the disputed districts the Turkish 
frontier consisted of an indefensible pass, which could be reached by an easy road 
from Russia, while if the pass was once taken nothing but plain country lay before the 
invading force. By the occupation the Turks have secured a tract of country offering 
a series of easily defensible positions in the front of the jmss and the opportunity of 
mobilising forces in peace time in a position whence they can menace the Russian Hank 
at Julfa. 

Road between Sulimania and Urumia . 

Leaving Sulimania the road crosses the Werga Dagh, a rauge of steep, grassy 
slopes which otters no great difficulties, then descending a wide, open basin broken by 
wooded nullahs, grassy glades, and here and there the fields of some Kurd village. This 
is the Sharbazar valley and kaza, with its centre at Seetah. The valley is watered by 
the Karacholan Su, the road crossing it by an easy gravel ford at its junction with the 
Harrik Cliai and near a ruined masonry bridge. From here it crosses by easy gradient 
a wooded limestone ridge with several villages on it, and descends into the'Siwell 
valley, crossing the Siwell Su by a ford which would probably la; difficult in most 
seasons near Kenaru. Up to here the road is an excellent track, and could he easily 
used for wheel transport. From the Siwell Su to the Lesser Zah basin and the Bana 
Su the road has to make a steep ascent of some 3,000 feet across a rough wooded, 
stonv spur, broken by many small valleys and sullies, and then descending very rapidly 
to the Bana Su gorge at Merwa. The track, though rough, could l>e easily made 
serviceable for wheels, and easy gradients could he found. The Bana Su is here forded 
in a deep rocky gorge, and the track becomes very difficult and dangerous for anything 
hut mules. Climbing over a rocky crag it slides down the other side into the Zah gorge 
at its head near the picturesque village of Alot perched on a terrace of rocks projecting 
from tlie long precipitous wall which here separates the liana and Zah. The road 
zigzags down to the river and passes it by a good wicker bridge, passable for animals. 
It then winds high up to cross a rocky spur, later descending and following the deep 
rocky scarped gorge of the river to Risgir, after which it ascends to the higher slopes 
alx»ve the gorge, at Shelmash. This portion from Merwa to Shelmash, some 14 miles, 
of deep ravines, precipices, and gorges would offer considerabhrohstacles to road or rail 
construction. It would probably lx* more costly than difficult, as washouts and 
avalanches might he expected frequently. From Shelmash to Wazna through Serdesht 
the road lies across high, undulating, wooded country, with a succession of rocky peaks 
to tin* west, and broken up to the east by numerous small valleys, which rapidly 
become deep as they near the Zah. No serious difficulty would he experienced here in 
making a road, gentle gradients could always lx* found. 

Serdcaiit and Buna are now occupied by the Turkish troops, who administer the 
country in an arbitrary fashion. Certain Kurd Aglms have been appointed as mudirs 
uid kairnakams, hut these are merely the tools of the officers who run them. Thus 
Karami Agha, the chief of the Pindu Asshiret, ia kuiiuukum at Serdesht, is a mere 
puppet in the hands of the orderly-room clerk of the commandant at Serdesht. The 
lurks have constructed barracks for one battalion at Serdesht and for one battery and 
one battalion at Bana, and these units are quartered there. Besides these there is one 
battalion at Sulimania, one at Tokrit, one at Kalediz, one at Chomchemal, one at 
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Pesvey, one distributed along the roads between Pesvey and Rowanduz. These are all 
of the' V Ith Army Corps. At Uslinu is a battalion of IVth Army Corps and another at 
Keukey, on the edge of the Urumia Plain. 

About Serdesht the Turks seem to have more power, and are detested by the 
inhabitants, whom they bully unmercifully. Neither officers nor men seem to have 
suffered pecuniarily by their stay iu this district. These Serdesht and Bana troops 
are victualled from Kirkuk bv the road through Kalediza, that being the easiest one. 
The Kurds about this district belong to the Pisdir Asshiret, with its numerous 
divisions, Pisdu, Alan Harz Alan, Malaknri, Bashi Kolossa, Ac. ; they are all well 
armed and mounted, and have the reputation of being warlike, though the occupation 
of their territory by the Turks in the last few years seems to have damped their ardour, 
and they are pretty cowed now in this district. This is not the case with the Hangor 
and Mannish sections of the Bilbass Asshiret farther north in Wuzna and Lnhjan. 
These have by no means submitted quietly to the Turks, and their presence there is 
rather precarious and more or less on sufferance, the lurks Mattering their chiefs with 
decorations and titles, and humouring them hy allowing them to raid the Persian towns 
of Sujhulak and the Urumia Plain from time to time as it suits their politics. The 
Turk's take no liberties with these Bilbass, and 1 hear that during their occupation 
there they have lost some hundreds of men in attempts to subdue the Bilbass. At the 
present moment tilings are ipiiet. Bais Agha, their chief, was made a Pasha recently 
by the Turks. 

Wuzna is a district of high yuilas, or grassy basins, some 5,000 feet high, 
surrounded by rocky mountains. These basins drain indiscriminately east or west to 
the Zah or Wuzna Bus. Those going to the Zab descend rapidly, but regularly, 
through thickly wooded valleys dropping some 2,000 feet in some 5 miles. Those 
going to the Wuzna Su have" a more rapid fall Iu a shorter distance, as they pass 
through the Malimosu Hugh gorge to the Pishdir Plain, dropping some 3,000 feet in 
-1 or 5 miles. 

From Wuzna down the spurs of Kandil and Kntoril Hughs iuto the Lalijan, and so 
on through Ushnu to Urumia, the road is easy, and presents no difficulty either for 
road making or railways, easy gradients can be got round all spurs, a few small streams 
and mountain torrents could easily he forded or bridged, and the only rivers of any 
importance, the Zab, can he easily bridged, while tile Uslinu ltiver and Baranduz Cliai 
are wide, partly dry, watercourses in open plains. 

The question of the liest trace for a railway between Urumia and Kirkuk seems to 
resolve itself into which is the better trace, following the Zab valley iu its tiend or 
mounting the Wuzna Pass. As I have mentioned above, the Zab valley is by no means 
impossible, hut difficult and costly. Without actually going over the road, which, 

1 believe, lias been done by my predecessors, hut seeing the ground from the pass and 
the hills al>ove, it seemed to me that the easier trace would he found down to the 
Pishdir Plain from Wuzna hy winding round the valley of the Wazna Cliai, which, 
though similar to the Zab in its gorge and rapid descent, does not take such a large 
sweeping detour among high hills, and would thus necessitate a shorter length of 
difficult construction, and, being on the western slope ot the frontier range, would have 
less liability for washouts. 

B. HICKSON, Captain, R.F.A. 

June 10, 1909. 


Inclosure 5. 

Report on Frontier Question round Urumia and Animus. 

WITI11X the last few months the Turks seem to have recommenced their intrigues 
in the Urumia and Salmas districts, They have no properly appointed consular 
representative at Urumia but, a certain Peter Kilo, a man wanted for fraud by the 
police of British t Vilumbin, has had himself appointed Tajir Bashi, and is now recognised 
in some sort of way by the Van authorities, sufficiently to enable them to use him as 
their agent when it suits them, and to repudiate him when necessary. During the 
various panics that have taken place from time to time lately in Azerbaijan, the Turks 
have seized the opportunity to send detachments of troops to various [amts in Persia to 
protect the interests of their own and other foreign subjects. Under this guise, they 
sent a detachment of twelve soldiers as guard to the acting vice-consul at Urumia. 
This guard has lately been increased hy an officer and thirty men, since the Russian 


53 


occupation of. Tabrecz. With these twelve men Peter Elio has been able to exert an 
unheard of influence in the affairs of Urumia, and 1 am told was maiuly instrumental in 
restoring order and protecting Persians from the blackmail levied by the tedai. m 
awe inspired in the Persian mind at the sight of a Turkish soldier is quite extraordinary 
and needless to sav, very overrated. The majority of the inhabitants of Urumia are 
MLiite indifferent as to what form the Government takes, and only desire peace and 
.[..Jet. The “ fedai " that have dealt with them have been mere blackmui hug brigands. 
Un to early iu this spring Mukhteshem-es-Sultanah had been in charge of the 
Government at Urumia. Though nominally governing in the name of the ! hah, he 
was a clover man and managed to balance lxitb parties, and was fairly satislactoi). 
Then the Salinas enjumans, who are run by a Caucasian band, though! they won 
extend their power to Urumia and get a larger recruiting ground, they were aided 
in their design by the fact that Mukhtesheiii’s guard of Persian Cossacks with which he 
bad been keeping order in Urumia, was at this time taken from him to reinforce the 
Shah’s forces round Tabreez. The result was that, after a small skirmish, the balmas 
"fedai," under a certain Said-ul-Mamulik ousted Miikhteshem and seized theGovornment. 
Then commenced a reign of extortion and corruption which disgusted everyone and 
alienated all from the Nationalist cause, and set them to seek for means to protect 
themselves and their property. . _ ■ . 

This mive the Turks t heir opportunity, which Peter Elio and the various officers in 
charm of the military posts round, were not slow to seize. By one .means or another, 
promises of protection from “ fedai" blackmail or Kurd raiders, rebel from paying rents 
and taxes to their Persian landlords and feudal chiefs, Ac. I hev have managed to 
induce, I am informed, some 50 per cent, of the Urumia population, all thei bunm 
villages and a large proportion of the Christian villages in the plain to ask tor and 
receive dakhilat from the Turks. .. . , 

This dakhilat means that the Persian isgiven a gaper by the laju - Bashi, saying that 
so and so has on this day given dakhilat (or asked for and been accorded protection) hy 
Turkey, and must not be molested. The peasants believe and insist that they have 
become Turkish subjects, and refuse to pay their rents, taxes, debts and arrears. In 
(bis they are backed up and encouraged by the Turks unofficially Iho peasants pay 
for this dakhilat sums varying according to their position, from a piastres to ~■ 
Turkish flags are also sold'them. When this dakhilat has been given the people arc 
left in peace, the various posts of Turkish soldiers which swarm round and over the 
plain, officially or unofficially, in uniform or iu multi, but always armed, ensure that. 
Fhose villages that have not asked for dakhilat are threatened hy the lurknm agent* 
with raids "from the Turkish Kurds. It is rumoured that t his is all a swindle got tin by 
officers and the Tajir Bashi, for their own benefit, as arc also the false rumours about 
large bodies of troops waiting over the Turkish frontier. Tlur presence of the Russian 
troops at Tabreez has had a reassuring effect in Uruminh, so much so that the arrival 
df thirty Turkish soldiers to reinforce the consular guard at Urumiah, had not the elleet 
it would have had previously. The Turks arc creeping very close to Urumiah, on 
the 20th Mav they occupied Gootchi and the pass above, and now completely cut oil 
Urumiah from the north. On the 27th May, the day 1 loft Urumiah, it was reported 
that Pt^ter Elio, with a Turkish ollicer and a detachment of troops with a Hag, had 
gone down to the lake shore to plant it there. 1 mention this with reserve. In any 
ruse they seem to bo quietly annexing tin* country in n bloodless fashion. No one in 
Urumiah can make any resistance, as there is no government or troops. I lie actual 
governor appointed by the Shah is Mukhtesliein-es-Sultaimh. He is at labreez and 
has nominated a local man Wali as his gerant. This Wall complains to the links, 
and asks them why they are there, hut they ignore him or only give frivolous and 
uimliicial replies. At times the Turks pretend that they are there only to pacify iho 
country and to protect foreigners and their proteges from tin* blackmail of the fedai. 
Ihit, on the other hand, hy their action they plainly intimate that they have annexed 
it They collect taxes, caution villagers not to pay rents, &c. t to the Persians, have 
established customs posts in the plain and generally shaking taken charge. I was 
frequently stopped in tin- plain ana cross-questioned hy Turkish soldiers, and in one 
ease hv a customs oliiciul. I chaffed him as to what he was doing in Persia, and he 
suit! timt the district was now Turkish, as their troops had occupied tor two years and 
the Persians hail not objected. Actually Wali is merely the representative ot a 
phantom government, llehos asked for instructions from Tehran, but; as the lurks 
have cut all comuiuuicut ions, the chance of a quick reply is small. 

It would seem as if the Turks intend to occupy Salmas and Urmia so long as the 
UussiaiiH remain at Tabreez, and thus give tin* Itussians iio excuse to conn* to these 
[1665] V 
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districts to protect foreigners The Turks would no doubt like* to possess Urmia, 
although I do not think it was in their original scheme, as Tahir Pasha’s commission 
only claimed the ground included in Dervish Pasha’s line, and not the plain country, 
and up to quite recently they had not lieen pursuing an aggressive policy there. It is 
only .«ince the Russian occupation ofTabreez that this policy of “dakhilat” and occupa¬ 
tion has lieen pushed. These districts can never lie of use to Turkey except from the 
tactical point of view (see. my No. 7 of the 15th March, 11)08), as from the configuration 
of the country they must he either Persian or Russian economically. 

On the entry of the Russian troops to Tubreez it appears that strict orders were 
sent to Said-ul-Mamulik, the “ fedai " leader at Urmia, that on no account was he to 
allow any bloodshed or disturbances to occur which might give t he Russians an occasion 
to come to Urmia. The local Urmia constitutionalist party, under their leader, Meshled 
Begir. seized this opportunity to turn out Sanl-ul-Mamulik and his Salmas “ fedai, - ' who 
departed, without a light, at night with an escort of Turkish troops. He wished for 
the Cossacks of the Russian consulate, and would have got them if he had agreed 
t.i hand over the archives of the frontier commission to In- kept under seal in the 
Russian consulate. This he would not do. and so went off to Salmas under Turkish 
protection, taking the archives with him. 

At the present moment things are quite quiet at Urmia. There are practically no 
“ fedai, or none of any importance . the only interest is the Turkish occupation. All 
communications have been cut oil’ by the Turks, and Peter Elio and the Turkish troops 
seem to lie masters of the situation, while the Russian consul is grinding bis teeth with 
vexation at not being able to get any wonl through to his embassy. 


Affairs at Animus naif Yount/ Tilth Revolutionary Hand. 

In my No. I of the Hist March, 1901), I gave an account of the revolutionary 
organisations at Salmas and of the intentions of Halil Rev, the Young Turk lender, and 
his Kind. It appears that on his return to Salmas they were hadlv received by the 
< .’aueasiuiiN and t heir leader, Haider Khan Ktni Ogli. I am told that the Caucasians 
accused the Turks of Dung interested intriguers, and these responded by calling the 
Caucasians blackmailing brigands : some scuffle occurred and the 'l urks returned to 
Turkey vowing vengeance. This took the form of sotting on the Sliekak Kurds of 
Kotur and Sonmi to attack Salmas. This occurred about the 12th and 14th April, and 
fifteen villages in Khoi and Salinas were pillaged, some twenty villagers killed, and the 
"fedai and Caucasians badly beaten. They were obliged to sue for peace and help 
Irom Halil Bey, who imposed the following conditions : an apology from the Caucasians ; 
Mukhteshem-es-Siiltniieh to lx? handed over to the Turks; the "fedai" governors of 
Khoi, Salmas, and Urmia to he replaced by Simco (tin- notorious Sliekak brigand of 
Kotur), Ibrahim Bey, and Meshteb Begir respectively. Negotiations seem to have been 
going on when tin- Russian occupation of Tubreez altered everything. At present 
I understand that tie* " I’edais " are Dung ilisKmded at Salmas. Halil and his luuid arc 
at Van, though lo-dav there is a rumour that the Turkish consulate at Khoi has been 
KimKirded by the " todai," and two extra companies of Turkish infantry are being 
dispatched there from Serai and Clmiray. 

B. DICKSON, Captain, R.R.A. 


[25492 ] No. GO. 

Memorandum communicated by Count Rrnckendorjf, July 5, 190'.). 

MAI/IRK les mesures prises par le Couvernement du Sclmh a la suitedes councils 
do la Russie ei de TAngleterre pour le retahlisscmeni eu Perse d une forme de gon- 
vornement reprosentatif. ainsi que pour la realisation de reformers indispeusables, le 
mouveineut revolutionnaire dans le centre de I’lran ne s'esl pas apaistL 

L' s demarches fnites par les legations de Russie et de la < iramie-Bretagne dans le 
but de prevenir tout moiivcmeiit centre la eapitale tie la part lies Bakbtiars sous les 
ordres de Serdar Asad, un ties khans de eetie trihu, uussi hieuque de la part des forces 
rounies des revolutionnuiros de lvazvin et de Resin ei des aventuriers caucasiens, ayant 
h’ Sipelidar, goiivenieur du tiliiluu, a lour tete, sunt rostees infructueuses. Les forces 
des ad versa ires du (Souverncmont du Sclmh uvaucent grndtielleiuent sur Teheran oil so 
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trouvent des elements qui lour sont fayorables et oil Ton pout constater d&s aujourd’hui 
, me forte agitation. . 

Ayaiit increment pese l’etat <Ie chosen resultant de la situation mdtquee, le liou- 
vernement Imperial a etabli que la politique russe en Terse doit continuer a etre luisce 
sur le principe de non-intervention ubsoltie dans les alTaires interieures du pays, ainsi 
*q,„. ,] {l ns la lutte entre le Sclmh ot son people, quelle que soil Tissue de cotte lutte, 
raais en memo temps nous devons avoir en vue que l’entrce <les Bakbtiars, et des re- 
voiutionnaires a Teheran pourra exposer au plus grand peril les legations, le.^ ent re¬ 
prises, et les sujets russes et etrangors, aussi bien que notre route I'mzeli-Teheran, 
I'autant plus que, d’apres nos renseignements, la seule troupe persane organises o’est- 
a-diro, la Brigade de. Cosaques, est extremement alTaiblio et sera probablemen! 
impuissante a maintenir 1'ordre a 'Teheran. 

Tout cola nous impose Tobligation morale de prendre toutes les mesures en notre 
j.ouvoir pour que les institutions et les sujets susindiques puissent recevoir tuie protec¬ 
tion effective et pour que les communications entre 'Teheran et Knzeli restent libres en 
mute occurrence. Dans ce but, il a etc decide d’envoyer imnicdiatcment de Bakou a 
Euzeli un detachement compose (Tun regiment do Cosai|ties, (Tun bataillon d’infimterie, 
.•t d'line batterie, ce detachement ne se port era pas au del a de Kazvin ot veillera a 
1\ tublissement d’une liln*e communication entre ce point et la mer; son inouvcmcnt 
nlterieur dependra du eoit-rs des evenements et no pourra avoir lieu que sur Tordro do 
la legation hnporiale a 'Teheran en cas de grave peril dans le sens susnuiique. Lei chef 
du detachement sera muni d’instriiotious eategoriques a Teffet que nos troupes auront 
pi.«ir but exelusif de protege r les legations, les entreprises, et les sujets russes et 
• /rangers sans immixtion aucuuedans les luttes politiques en Terse ou dans les affaires 
interieures de ce pays en general. 

\a 's troupes russes no resteront eu Terse quo jusqu’au moment ou la vie et hi 
propriety des representants diplomatic]ties, ainsi quo des institutions et des sujets russes 
et etrangors, seront a Tabri de tout peril. 

Ambassade de Russie, Load res, 
le 1 juillet, 11)09. 


1253481 ' No. 67. 

Air G. Rarc.luy to Sir Edward Grei/. (Received July 

(No. 531.) 

•.Telegraphic.) i\ Gulahek, July o, 1901). 

MR. CHURCHILL and Major Stokes have now returned from their interview 
with Sardtir Assad and Sipahdar. It appears that our joint communication has made 
hut little impression ou either nationalist leader. The Sipahdar lias put fbrwnid some 
demands and lavs promised to await a reply until midday to-morrow. As soon as 
I have seen my Russian colleague l shall telegraph the text of these. 

In the opinion of Major Stokes, yesterday’s defeat has not discouraged the Kasvm 
force. Three fedais were admittedly torn in pieces by the Cossacks,- and much of the 
•dium lor this act of brutality will, it is to ho feared, fall on the Russian officer who was 
in command of these troops. 

I cannot help fearing that the dispatch of troops may precipitate matters and 
exasperate the fedais against Russia. I trust, that this danger is realised by the Russian 
Oovernment. ' 

Reference is to my telegram No. 533 of the 5th July. 


1254071 


No. OH. 


( No. 635; | 
Ti'lcwapliie.) 

MA.IOK 
uttiset:— 


Sir (i. Harr lay in Sir lidwnrtl firry. — (Received July 6.) 

I*. (iulahek, July 5, ! '.HKI. 

SYKES’S telegram No. 10 in ■ latcil the 2nd July, and is to tin* folio’,vino 


“ To-day tlm governor-general, the Russian consul-general, and the principal 
members of tiro local Assent lily met at this consulate-general. They succeeded in 
sinking their differences and liecame friends, and it was decided to disarm the populace. 
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This decision was ratified by the Assembly, and the governor-general then went back to 
the citadel. My Russian colleague co-operated in this settlement. 

“ Although the situation at the present time is without doubt promising, it must 
he borne in mind that Meshed will be inevitably influenced by the march of events in 
the capital.” 

The action of Major Sykes through all these troublous times appears to me to be 
worthy of commendation. Do you authorise me to convey to Inin your approval 


[254081 No. 09. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

^Telegraphic.) R. , , 7e * r ? n > July 5 1909. 

FOLLOWING is summary of letter of nationalists of Tehran to legation, 
mentioned in my telegram No. 532 [of 4th July], penultimate paragraph 

“Constitutionalists of Persia regret that the march of the nationalist forces to 
'Tehran, which is only to request fulfilment of Shah’s promise, lias been interpreted m 
certain quarters as an intention to molest foreigners. I his interpretation is entirely 
unfounded. Foreign subjects are in no way exposed to danger from the nationalists. 
Persons and property of foreign subjects will In* always safe, and whenever necessary 
will lie protected by constitutionalists.” 


[254091 

Sir G. liarclutf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Readied July 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) I* Gulahck. July 5 ,1909. 

THU Russiun consul-general at Tubn-ez him beuninstructed by M. bubline to 
arrange for the departure of Sattar and I {uglier Khans in concert with lurkish consul- 
general. Their safety as far as Datum will he guaranteed by the Russian general, and, 
should tin y desire to return to Tabmez wiien the Russian troops have been withdrawn; 
a safe-conduct to Julfa will he given to them. . . 

Tin* Turkish consul-general will settle bet ween liinuudt and the Persian authorities 
lie question of guarantees for their property. 


1254101 No-?!. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey. -(lleceiued July u.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1'. Guiahek, July o, 1909. 

DEMANDS made by t.hu Sipuhdur, as foreshadowed m my telegram No. 534 ot 
to day's dale, an- the following :- 

t, Hoth Sardar Assad and Sipaluiai*. each accompanied by 150 men, shall be 
allowed |., enter the capital to debate on the points menuoned below, viz.:— 
Neighbouring Powers' withdrawal of their forces from Persian soil. 

I). Until meeting of the assembly takes place, Cabinet tt» he selected by local 
assemblies. 

4. Such persons as the people dial-rust or regard ns traitors to he expelled. 

;>. Such persoiiK as without having formerly been in the army have lately been 
carrying arms to In- deprived of them. 

f>. Tl»e army to he under the command, and at the eiders, of the War Minister. 
iKvideutlv this is directeil against the Russian officers.) 

7. Minister of Telegraphs to l»e dismissed. 

.4, Provincial governors not to ho elected unless the local assemblies Approve then 
nomination. 

S..mo ol llio above demands concern questions uliieh must he dealt with by the 
Persian and Russian (lovcrnments. while *»thers are unreasonable. 

Nos. 4 and 7 alone would come within the letter or spirit of our joint programme, 
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and at the present time I am loath to advise the Shah beyond the limits of that 

document. . , , , 

My Russian colleague and I have informed Sipahdar m reply that we have brought 
his demands to the notice of our Governments, but that unless he tells us that he would 
be content with the acceptance of Nos. 4 and 7, it- would he useless for us to present 
them to the Shah, as the two above mentioned are the only ones we could urge His 
Majesty to accept. 


[25395] No. 72. 

Sir G. Lowthcr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ueceived July 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 5, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

With reference to my telegram No. 221 of the 2nd instant, His Majesty's consul- 
general at Bagdad is now informed that the Seyyid did not send his telegram further 
than Bagdad. 


[25411] No. 73. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced July 5.) 

(No. 227.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 5, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

A written communication of an unofficial nature concerning the dispatch of Russian 
forces to the Tehran road was rnado to-day by the Russian charge d’affaires to the 
Ministry for Foreign Affaire. 


[25399] No. 74. 

Mr. O'Bcirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 345. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Fetcrsburyh, July 5, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 344, Confidential, of the 4th July. 

I am informed privately that the Caucasus authorities have been instructed to 
delay the departure of the troops, when they are ready to embark at Baku, until 
St. Petersburgh lias been informed and twenty-four hours have beun allowed to elapse 
in which final orders may be sent. 


[24964] No. 75. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. * 

(No. 339.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreij a Office, July 5, 1909. 

I SHOULD he glad if you could ascertain whether it is true that the Moin-ut- 
Tujjar's oxide concessions have expired. Strick has received a report to this effect 
from his agent in Tehran, Mr. Brown, and has made an offer for the concessions by 
telegraph. 


[25069] No. 7<i. 

'Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirut'. 

(No. S2S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 5, 1909. 

ADVANCE on Tehran and propos'd dispatch of Russian troops. 

1 approve the language held by you to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affuirs, as 
reported in your telegram No. 339 of the 3rd July. 




[1066] 
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[25492] No. 77 ■ 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirnc. 

(Tdoirrapliic.) P. Foreign Office, July 5,1909. 

PERSIA. Dispatch of Russian force. 

I have received a circular from Count Benckendorff on the subject of the action 
contemplated by Russia, and havo replied that, if the situation is really so dangerous 
that an armed force must ho sent, I am glad that its action is to. be restricted by 
instructions so definite as those mentioned in the circular. I said that our own 
experience had shown us what difficulties and complications could arise from interven¬ 
tion or this kind, and that, that being the case, I felt that I ought to remark upon the 
risks involved by such a measure. I also said that, in my opinion, the excellent 
relations between ourselves and Russia had in no way sufTered from this discussion 
as to tile advisability of dispatching troops to Persia, and that whatever might occur 
it was my earnest wish to preserve intimate relations with M. Isvolsky. 


[25563] No- 7 8 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gulahek, July 6, 1909. 

I HAVE heard very confidentially from M. Sabline that he has received a message 
from J lis Majesty to the effect that he will seek asylum at the Russian Legation in the 
event of the royalist resistance breaking down. 


[25566] No. 79. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 

(No. 5-10.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July G, 1909. 

DESPATCH of Russian troops. 

M. Sabline him, he informs me, been instructed to notify the Persian Government 
and the nationalist party of the dispatch of Russian troops. His orders are to make it 
clear that this force is sent to Persia with the sole object of affording protection to the 
lives and property of Europeans, and that it will not advance beyond Kazvin unless 
foreign interests in Tehran arc in danger. 


1255671 


No. 80. 


•Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July b.J 


(No. 541.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 0, 1909. 

IT is reported by the British and Russian consuls at Shiraz that the situation there 


is very serious. 

l am in consultation with -Mr. Bill on the measures to be taken, but 1 am inclined 
to think that the most salutary step would be to ensure tho removal of the Kawami 
brothers. 

Even if 1 lis Majesty's consul confirms this view 1 slndl be unable to ask for the 
execution of this measure until the appointment of Nttsr-ud-Dowlen as Russian consular 
agent is cancelled. 

It appears to me from the telegrams received from the two consuls that at any 
moment a serious outbreak may take place. 
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[25573] No. 81. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July G.) 

(No. 542.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 6, 1909. 

M. ISVOLSKY appears, from Mr. O’Beirno’s telegram No. 337, to overestimate 
very considerably the danger to which foreign subjects in the capital are exposed at 
the hands of the forces which are now marching on the capital. 

Not for one moment do I believe that foreigners here are exposed to the risk of 
being massacred, and I was never informed by M. Sabline that he had reported in such 
sense to St. Petersburgh. Noither the Kazvin nor the Bakhtiari forces have ever by 
their action justified such a fear. 

If the Russian legation guard were to receive an increase of 200 or 300 troops, all 
possible danger either to Russian institutions or subjects would, I think, be obviated. 

In the light of our recent communication to Scrdar Assad and the Sipalidar they 
would bo justified in considering the dispatch of a large force as nothing more nor less 
than intervention on His Majesty's behalf. 


[25407] No. 82. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 342.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreijn Office, July 0, 1909. 

I APPROX f- tho action of His Majesty's consul-general at Meshed reported in your 
telegram No. 342 of yesterday’s date. 


[25395] 


(No. 637.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


No. 83. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirnc. 


Foreign Office, July 6, 1909. 


ognipln , 

ATTITUDE of the priests at Kerbela and Nejof. 

M. Isvolsky should be informed of tho telegram from His Majesty’s consul at 
Bagdad repealed in Sir (1. Lowthcr’s telegram No. 220 of the 5th July. 


[25066] 


Sir. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


, Foreign Office, July 0, 1909. 

' , ■ r . i;1K ' u , t0 y° ur letter of tile 30th ultimo relative to the exchange of posts 

Between ills Majesty's consuls at Mohninmorah and Kermanshah, I am directed by 
Decretory Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from llis 
-Majesty s Minister at Tehran, reporting that the Sheikh of Mohammoruh has raised 
objections to tins step.* 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey is disposed, subject to Viscount Morley's concur¬ 
rence. u, mfprte Sir G Barclay that the reply returned by His Majesty’s consul-general 
1 ’"Mure to the Sheikh s representations, as well as his own instructions to Major Cox 
as lo a further answer, have the approval of His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. • 

W. LANGLEY. 


• No. 31. 










123928] 
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No. 85. 

Foreign Office to Anylo-Persian Oil Company. 

t>j r Foreign Office, July G, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tbe receipt of your 
letter of the 25th ultimo on the subject of the agreement, signed on the 1 nth November, 
1905, between Mr. D’Arcy and the Concessions Syndicate (Limited), on the one part 
and the Bakhtiari Khans on the other part. 

I am to transmit to you herewith a copy of the translation of the document in 
question which is in the possession of this Office. 0 

This translation was received, through llis Majesty s legation at lehran, from 
Mr. Proece himself, then llis Majesty’s consul-general at Isfahan. It is not 
authenticated in any special manner, and it appears to Sir E. Grey to be probable that 
it is identical with the translation already in the possession of your company. 

Should this be the case, Sir E. Grey will be happy to instruct IBs Majesty s 
Minister at Tehran to forward for your information a copy of the authenticated 
translation said to exist in the archives of His Majesty's legation at lehran, if that 
translation proves to have been made independently of the one herewith enclosed. 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[256451 No - 8,: - 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 1.) 

yj r Downing Street, July 6 , 1909. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of Shite for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the 
information of Secretarv Sir E. Grey, with reference to letter from the Colonial Office 
of the 1st duly, a copy of a tolegram from the Officer administering the Government of 
Canada on the subject of tlu- fugitive ollondor, P. Ellow. 

I am, &e. 

FRANCIS J. S. 1IOPWOOD. 


IncloBurc* in No. 80. 

77 j** Officer administenny the Government of Canada to the Lari of Crewe. 

(Telegraphic.) [Received July 3, 1909.] 

YOCR telegram 30th June. Acting Attorney-General of British Columbia suites 
that papers ill hands of superintendent of provincial police describe Ellow as native of 
Turkey. 


125677] N °- 87 - 

Sir Cf. Ilarcluy to Sir Edward drey.—(Received July 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. , , Gulahek, July T, VMO 

IDENTIC replies to my Hussion colleague and myself have been returned by the 
two nationalist leaders. From these, after duly taking into account the distance which 
separates words from action in this country, it seems pretty clear that the two forces 
arc not to be dissuaded by the two legations from their advance on the capital. 

• 111 their replies they ignore our statement of willingness to lend our support to 

their two demands concerning the Minister of Telegraphs and the " traitors at the 
Palace. They declare that the constitution in its present form is useless, that traitors 
and reactionaries are at the head of affairs, that there is undue delay in promulgating 
the electoral law, and that steps have been taken in contradiction of the restored 
charter of the rights of the people of Persia 


Enclosure 3 iu Mr. tirnnt Duff's No. 267, December 20, 1205. 
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(R.) “ Therefore the constitutionalists consider it necessary to take measures in 
accordance with the exigencies of the day to destroy power of traitors, and tbe Persian 
nation, having confidence in the tivo Powers who have entered into agreement, 
considers itself free to demand and obtain its national rights.” 

I trust that, in spite of the uncompromising nature of this statement, the Russian 
Government may be persuaded to delay a few days at least before sending any larger 
force than a legation guard, in order that we may see what effect is produced by the 
announcement, which, as reported in my telegram No. 540 of the Ctli July, my Russian 
colleague lias made to the Persian Government. Tho result of this may he that the 
Tehran Nationalists will persuade the approaching forces to stop their advance. If, on 
the other hand, it has the effect of precipitating matters, no Russian force could arrive 
in time to be available for protection to foreigners at tho time when the possibility of 
their being needed is least remote—that is to say, immediately after the entry of the 
fedai after a light. 

Since receiving the replies I have not seen my Russian colleague, but yesterday 
he told me that, according to information from a private source, Sunday’s defeat had 
had a most dispiriting effect on Sipalidar. 

Yesterday the electoral law was promulgated, and I am now urging Saad-ed- 
Dowlcli to send copies of it forthwith to Sipaklar and Serdar Assad. 


[25691] No. 88. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 544.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 7, 1909. 

MY Russian colleague informs me that he is telegraphing to llis Government that, 
although the electoral law has now been promulgated, ho fears that, in view of existing 
circumstances, a wrong construction might be put upon an advance to the Shah by the 
Russian Government, It woidd, moreover, he difficult to onsure that the money should 
now he employed for the objects originally in view, and particularly for paying off the 
Shah’s soldiers. 


[25692] No. 89. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 545.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Shiraz, mentioned in my telegrams Nos. 520 and 541 of the 
1st and Oth instant respectively. 

llis Majesty’s Consul has been approached by Nasr-ed-Dowlch’s older brother, 
hawam-ul-Mulk, who wishes to place Ins estates under British protection. 

I have telegraphed to Mr. Bill, instructing him to refuso this request for protection, 
and I havo also arranged with M. Saldino that, when there is a Government in Tehran 
less effete than the one now in power, we will both urge that Shiraz may he freed of 
the presence of both the brothers Kawam. 


[25615] No. 90. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received July 7.) 

(No. 34G.) * 

(telegraphic.)' P. St. Petersburg!), July 7, 1909. 

DISPATCH of Russian troops to Persia. Please refer to my telegram No 345 of 
yesterday’s date. 

I have refrained from making any further suggestion to M. Isvolsky as to 
departure being delayed, as 1 felt that such action would ho useless in view of the 
reports hitherto received here, which show that an intractable attitude has beeu 
assumed by the leaders of the advance on Tehran. 


[1665] 
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[25681] No. 91 • 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St - Petersburg!}) July 7, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 803 of the 1st .July. 

1 learn from Minister for Foreign Affairs that instructions have been sent to the 
Russian charge d'affaires at Tehran to consult with Sir O. Barclay as to the question of 
the appointment of Nesr-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at Shiraz, and to examine 
the question carefully. 


[256891 No. 92. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 348.) „ 

(Telegraphic.) P. St- Petersburyh, July 7, 1909. 

MINISTER lor Foreign Affairs assures mo that his one desire is cordial 
eo-operation with His Majesty’s Government in Persian affairs, and he is much gratified 
by your declaration to the Russian Ambassador (see your telegram No. 830 of the 
5th July). 


[25690] No. 93. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 349.) 

(Telegraphic'.) P. St. Petersburyh, July 7, 1909. 

M V telegram No. 347 of to-day. .. 

In view of this reply l do not propose to act on your telegram No. 841 of to-day 
until information respecting the results of the conference between the two representa¬ 
tives at Tehran is received from Sir G. Barclay. 


[25410] 


No. 94. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 343.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiija Office, July 7, 1909. 

HAVE you not made some mistake in numbering the demands put forward by 
Sipalular, enumerated in your telegram No. 538 of the 5th July? I, make this 
suggestion, as it seems to me surprising that the dismissal of the Minister of Telegraphs 
should be recommended by you, seeing that during the recent negotiations respecting 
the Arabistau telegraph concession this official has been of service to llis Majesty’s 
(lovermnent, and has consistently maintained a friendly policy towards us. 


(No. 811.) 

(Telegraphic.) 


L25567] No. 95. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

t'oreiyn Office, July 7, 1909. 

SITU ATION tit Shiraz (see your telegram No. 342 of the 4th July); 

M. Isvolsky should be informed of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No 541 of the tith 
.Inly, and you should at the same time inform him that His Majesty’s Government 
l\)pc that, in view of the present state of the situation, as reported by llis Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, he will return a favourable answer to yonr representations as early 
as he conveniently can. 
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[25789] No- 96. 

Sir G. Barcluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 546:) 

(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, July 8, 1600. 

FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No. 677, oth July :— 

I received communication from local anjuman, signed by five leading clericals and 
live principal merchants, saying that having regard to untoward incidents elsewhere it 
lias become necessary that anjuman should forthwith assume control over Government 
Departments, including customs, whose receipts should bo deposited with Imperial 
hank in namoof nation, with tho cognisance of selected member of anjmnan. Anjuman 
undertakes to recognise British Government’s claim on customs on production of 
documents, and arranges for payment to consul-general of such share of interest und 
principal as falls ratably to Bushire and Bunder Abbas. No mention made of Lingah, 
hut 1 presume it will he included. They also undertake all obligations towards British, 
such as honourable treatment of British consulate and officials, and protection of lives 
ami properties of British subjects will lie scrupulously observed. In conclusion, they 
ask generally for co-operation of British authority in preservation of rights of Persian 
nation, and particularly for concurrence in proposed arrangements. 


125791] 


No. 97®. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 


(No 548.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

I 11AV K received the following telegram, 


Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 
No. 078, from His Majesty’s consul- 


general at Bushire:— 

" The communication reported in my immediately preceding telegram appears to 
In- due to instructions received from the assembly at'I ahreez, and the Nejcf ulema. 
Soyyid Assadtillnh Nejeli, who accompanied the governor-general to Bushire, was the 
hearer of the instructions. . . 

" Dnrva Beggi paid me an urgent visit in the stone connection yesterday evening. 

-lie'told me confidentially that the nationalists are contemplating a complete 
boycott of Russian goods and subjects, he had however induced the local anjuman to 
omit from the present communication any reference to it. 

- The nationalist's chief object is to prevent the dispatch to lehran of local customs 


receipt*. , . . . , , 

“ Darya Beggi begged me to give him my opinion of the anjuman s 
communication, and asked me for the guidance of my personal advice as to what Ins 
attitude should he in his present difficult situation. 

•• 1 ,-ould hot, 1 replied, return any official answer to the anjuman without 
previously communicating with you, but the action of this 1 sidy was, in my personal 
opinion rash and unnecessary, besides being calculated to leatl to those very results the 
avoidance of which was our general object. 

" 1 pointed out to him that there is no element of reaction, nor possibility 
of reactionary opposition in the ports of the l’ersinn Gulf; consequently, if the 
constitutionalists will wait to see the result of the endeavours now in progress m 
Tehran to give the constitution a lair chance, they can lose nothing bv it. I would, 
therefore, personally advise the imjumuu to defer taking any steps in the direction 
they proposed. 

“ 1 have sent a provisional verbal reply to the anjuman, pending your instructions, 
but 1 shall have to send a formal reply later. Darya Beggi promised also to advise 
them as 1 had suggested." 


[25790] No. D7. 

Sir G. linrelut/ to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received dull/ 8.) 

(No. 547.) 

(Telegraphic.) B. Gulahek , July 8, 1909. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 343 of the Oth .1 illy. 

Mukliber-ed-Dowleh has always given proof of friendly feelings for His Majesty's 
Government, but his attitude is markedly reactionary. 

When my Russian colleague and 1 privately suggested to His Majesty tile persons 
whom we thought fit to form part of the Ministry we did not ask for any change in 
the telegraphs because this portfolio does not imply a seat in the Cabinet and because 
of tin- present Minister's experience of the administration of this department. His 
usefulness, moreover, in the negotiations then pending as to the Arahistan lines inofihed 
me to wish for his retention. 

He has, however, now earned violent unpopularity by interference with telegrams 
from one centre of the nationalist movement to another. Should the nationalist forces 
succeed in entering Tehran and he lie in office, 1 am inclined to think that his chances 
of safety would lie small. He would, moreover, I have reason to lielieve, he willing 
to resign his post and he knows that at any time he would lie received at this 
legation. 

The demands numbered 4 and 7 in my telegram No. 538 were, in my opinion, in 
H'" spirit of our programme of reforms. They alone appeared to me both to In- reasonable 
and to admit of execution. 

The traitors referred to are Amir Yang and other memliera of the Shah’s 
entourage. 


[25792] No. 98. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 519.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 54G and 548 of the 8th July, 1 have 
telegraphed to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire as follows :•— 

“(No. 192.) 

“ 1 approve of the advice which you have given to the governor-general ami of the 
reply v-hich you gave to the local assembly. It would, however, bo better to refrain 
hem any official communication. 

" I see 110 objection to the course which is proposed with regard to the customs 
receipts, on condition that money is withdrawn only with the consent of some person in 
"honi you can place full confidence. You might in any case point out to the local 
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assembly that, whatever may happen, the monthly instalments will lie entirely devoted 
to that purpose which the arrangement, concluded between the Persian Government and 
ins Majesty s legation, acting on instructions from Government, prescribes. 

“ 1 trust that you will do all in your power to discourage the proposed boycott a 
motion which would best serve to defeat its own ends. 

“ You should lose no opportunity to remind malcontents of the reiterated nssevera 
tions of the Russian Government that their troops are merely in temporary occupation 
of 1 ersian territory. It is expected that a body of Russian troops will arrive almost 
immediately m Persia. J bey are destined exclusively for the protection of foreign 
interests from any changes which may arise from the advance on Tehran of the forces of 
oipanuar and oardar Assad. 

proci i Sr d'lT n - en i. ai<i rec l u ' re( l * n Tehran for the purpose mentioned they will not 


[25793 ] No. 90. 

/vr . * ir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 550.) * ' 

(Teiogniphic) P Gulahek, July S, 1909. 

till, foreign legations here have received a telegram from the Sipahdar in 
which ,;ur representations to him, his demands of the Shah, and our reply to these, are 

lie States that it the Court, on the advice of the representatives, accepts the 
poopesdemamIs for constitutional Government, and takes steps to carry them into 
efiect., his followers will remain loyal to the Shah, but that if the nation is forced to 
take stiong action owing to the delay in taking the measures indicated, it will be 
justified lie tore the world. 


[25794] No. 100. 

_ T Sir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July S.) 

(Ro. 551.) 

(Tdegiaphic.) P. Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 

" • 11 ■ reference to my penultimate telegram. 

. I .. ll . av ? , ' l,c,,1 '' ei1 11 Wt from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire stating 
Mm it is lii'heyed that the load assembly has addressed a telegram for communi- 
Cabinet to the ulema of Tehran. It is said to be to the following 

“ fho people of the ports of the Persian Gulf will, if Russian troops do not 

. Ilnh,| >: 1 l er - s " 1 ui territory, decline to recognise the central authorities at 

leliian, and constitute themselves as an independent people, taking over control of all 
Government departments m the Gulf region.” 

A more serious aspect is given by this to the letter addressed to His Majesty's 
consul-general by the same body. 1 have therefore now instructed him to send a 
formal reply to the assembly. It is to the effect that “it would ho clearly inexcusable 
foi he anjuman to usurp the functions of Government now that the Shah'has restored 
the constitution, and the work preparatory for the convocation of Parliament is being 
.-ikon in hand, Hint, moreover, it is in the liest interest of the integrity of Persia that 
t he people of Bushire should refrain from a second secession from their allegiance and 
si,.mid give their loyal support to the Central Government, and thus offer a fair 
opportunity tor testing the value of the restored constitution. 
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[25796] No. 102°. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Batoum, July 8, 1909. 

1 HEAll from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Baku that it is reported there that, on 
the Oth July two companies of sappers, ono regiment of Cossacks, and one field battery 
embarked there for Enzeli. 


[1005] 


8 ° 


[25775] 


05 

No. lot, 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 350.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 

I AM informed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the military authorities 
have received no information to the effect that the Russian expedition has already left 
Baku. I think, nevertheless, that the troops aro probably already on their way. 

I have instructed His Majesty’s consul at Batoum to report direct to you any 
information which he may gain on the subject from Baku. 


[25795] No. 102. 

Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.—(lleeeived July 8.) 

(No. 352.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburyb , July 8, 1909. 

PERSIA. Dispatch of Russian troops. 

With reference to my telegram No. 350 of to-day's date, I have the honour to report 
that I learn from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that nows has been received 
to the effect that a regiment of Cossacks reached Enzeli on the 7th July. 


[25677] No. 103. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 349.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

DISPATCH of Russian troops. 

Please see your telegram No. 543 of the 7th July. 

Armed intervention in Persia would involve considerable danger, and I have 
endeavoured to make the Russian Government understand this, pointing out to them 
at the some time that a crisis might be brought about in Tehran by the dispatch of a 
Russian forco, and that in that case foreigners in Tehran who are not at this moment 
subject to any great risk might be exposed to some danger. In reply, the Russian 
Government have assured me that they believe the foreign legations to be exposed to 
a real danger at present, and that they feel that consequently a great responsibility 
devolves upon them, but they further declare that unless the legations and foreign 
establishments aro in such a critical position after the arrival of the force at Knsviu, 
the latter will not proceed to Tehran. I shall watch events carefully and keep in 
communication with the Russian Government on the subject, so as to be ublo to 
intervene later, if necessary, with a view to influencing their policy, if possible, in 
favour of adherence to non-intervention, and you should also endeavour to keep in 
close touch with your Russian colleague. Meanwhile, it seems to me that any further 
representations on the subject are at present unnecessary. 


[25799] No. 104. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 353.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909 

Z1L-ES-SULTAN. 

Please see my telegram No. 322 of the 1st July. 

yd'bar Mirza has written to Preece informing him that the Zil starts to-morrow 
for Vieuua from Ostend, where ho is at this moment. 

It is improbable, according to Preece, that the Zil intends at present returning to 
Persia, and he has done his best to persuade him not to do so. 
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[25692] No. 105. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 364.) * 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

I APPROVE your action with regard to Karam-ul-Mulk’s request as reported in 
your telegram No. 545 of the 7th July. 


[25800] So. 106. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowtlier. 

(No. 395.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , July 8, 1909. 

Ill It Russian Ambassador to-day made a communication, of which the following 
ia a precis:— b 

“ All recent telegrams show that Turks are increasing their forces at Urumia 
occupying Persian villages as far as lake, and using the violenco of the Kurds as a 
pretext for inducing tlio population to apply for Turkish nationality. Turkish consul 
at Ihlman has attacked Persian nationalists, and driven them in (light to Tabreez. 

Ibis interference appears to Russian Government inadmissible, in view of 
obligations as to maintenance of Persian integrity imposed by Anglo-Russian agree- 
mont and previous conventions. 

“ Russian (iovemmont accordingly propose to instruct Russian cliargd d’affaires at 
( onstanlinoplo to domain! withdrawal of Turkish troops from Persian territory and 
dispatch of formal instructions to Turkish consuls in Urumia district not to interfere 
ill Persian affairs nor to grant Turkish nationality to the local population. 

“ I hey consider our support, to this representation indispensable, and suggest that 
you should enter into preliminary exchange of views with Russian charge d'affaires 
with a view to make a communication as far as possible identic. 

mention, as arguments for use at Sublime Porto, repeated assurances of 
l urkish Government that they intend no aggression nor interference in Persia, and 
tlnur frequent promises to withdraw their troops from what is indisputably Persian 
territory. 1 J 

1 concur in the proposal made by the Russian Government, and you are authorised 
to act accordingly. 

In making the representation to tlio Porte you should especially draw their 
attention to the impropriety of making use of the action of the Kurds as a pretext for 
forcing the local population to adopt Turkish nationality. 


[25615] No. 107. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 

(No. 814.) 

(leiemaph'c.) . P. , Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

Al>\ AM L oil lohran and dispatch of Russian troops. 

1 agree that any further representations on the subject would be of no avail at 
present (see your telegram No. 310 of the 7th July). 


[25690] No. 108. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'lieirne. 

(No. 858.) 

Tol »|lON at Shiraz. *"*■ ° /Aa ’ ** 8 ’ im - 

1 n e , T p .''“‘t action should be deferred pending receipt of report from Sir G. 
Na'jlff of the^bJufy)' 00 ' U ‘ e Uu88,im ll ’ affi ‘ irua (see your telegram 


67 


[25780; No. 109. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 

(No. 261.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

IF the Zil-es-Sultan were to return to Persia at this moment there is a danger that 
some section of the population might put h i m forward as a candidate for the throne; 
in this case our guarantees would, of course, no longer hold good, and the situation 
would be greatly complicated. The Russian Government accordingly request that you 
may be instructed to join your Russian colleague in poreuadiug the Zil, who tjiey say 
is now in Vionna, not to return to Persia until the present acute crisis is at. an’end. 
You are authorised to act in concert with your Russian colleague as desired. So long 
as the crisis in Tehran continues our attitude with regard to the Zil’s return remains 
unchanged, but we hope that a state of order and security may eventually be restored 
in Southern lersia, where British trade is at present at a standstill, by the appointment 
of the Zil as Governor of Ears. 


[25800] No. 110. 

Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, July 8, 1909. 

TOUTES les plus rdeentes informations tdldgraphiques portent que les Tares 
introduisent it Ouriniah uu nombre de troupes de plus on plus considerable, occupent 
dps villages incontestablement persans, jusqu'au lac, et profitent ties violences des 
Kourdes pour induire la population a demander la sujetion turque. A Dinnau le 
consul de Turquie a attaqud les Nationalists persons, les obligeant a s'enfuir a 
1 abreez. 

I.n rapprochant ces faits de la proposition que Turkan Pacha a faito nu Gouverne- 
ment Imperial do rappeler la garde consulairo russc d’Ourmiah et de confier en ce 
district la garde des_ consulate ruBses aux forces militaires turques, force estdc concluro 
quo lus agents et officiers turcs i’i Ouriniah n’agisscnt pas a l’insu do lour Gouverne- 
mem, II faudrait croiro quo le Gouvcrnoinont turo, continuant en cette partie de la 
1 erse sa politique traditionnelle, aurait decide de quitter son attitudo de ueutralite par' 
rapport aux affaires en Perse et d’y prendre une part active—ingorenco qui no nous 
panut pas admissible. 

I) uu cote, 1 importance strategique du district d’Ourmiah pour la frontiiro russe 
“U Uaucase, de 1’autre les obligations eontraetdes par la Russic et l’Angletorre par la 
convention do 1907 concornant l’intdgritd du torritoiro persau, obligent le Gouvoriie- 
ment Imperial a porter une attention specialemeiit seriouse sur la politique turque dans 
la province persane en question. 

Nous pensons qu’une protestation resolue aupres du Gouverneinont Ottoman est 
uuvenue indispensable. Nous comptona charger M. Svetchine de demander le rappel 
nos troupes turques du territoire persau et d’exiger que des instructions formeUes 
soient cxpediees aux agents consulates turcs |dans le district d’Ourmiah, do s’absteuir 
I nigerenco dans les affaires persanes et ne pas accorder la sujetion turque ii la 
population locale. J 4 

.,. ^ Il ' 8 l ,our 9 UC cette demarche ait le succds ddsirablo l’appui dnergiquo de 
■ m uissadeur d Apgleterre a Constantinople nous parait indispensable anpui 
exprime le plus possible en monies tonnes. 

„ ,, ' « u i Ue!! un emifdrer avec Sir Edward Groy, lui representer la sdrieuse gravite de 
cette altaire et me tdlographior sa reponso. 

ans notro idco. Sir Gerard Lowtlier ot M. Svetchine pourrnient entamor un 
oumnge do vues prealable. 

Les arguments qui pourraiont fournir une base il cotte demarche commune sont 
a8 su ranees roitorees do la Porte quelle ne poursuit on Porse aucuue visde do 
l < Mque(i:s ot n a auouno intention de s’ingoror dans les affaires persanes, ainsi que lea 
1 r-unesses roitorees do retirer ses troupes do la zone contests. 

Ambassude de Russic, Londres, 
le 8 j nil let, 1909. 
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[25884] No. ill. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 552.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 

I LEARN from M. Sabline that 500 Cossacka, a battery of four guns, some 
sappers, and one battalion of infantry constitute the detachment being sent to Engeli. 

The orders to the officer in command, which he has read to me, specifically define 
the purposes which tliis force is destined to serve in Persia. 

Yesterday morning some part of these troops reached Engeli. 

A vehement protest has been made by the ReBht Anjuman to the foreign legations 
threatening that a boycott of Russian goods will be imposed. 


[25913] No. 112. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 553.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 9, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

1 can ascertain nothing in reply to your telegram No. 339 of the 5th July from 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is at present seriously ill. 

1 am at present inclined to suspect that the story is an attempt to blackmail 
Moin-ut-Tujjar. I do not believe his concession for Hormuz has expired-, in which case 
any effort on our part towards securing this concession would do no good, and would 
only serve to offond Moin. 


[259141 No. 113. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 551) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 9, 1909. 

IMPERIAL commissioner of oil company. 

I sec no objection to tho appointment of Mr. Kihahji, proposed in your telegram 
No. 320 of the 3rd July, and will ask it of the Minister for Foreign Affairs ns soon as 
he is well enough to attend to business. 


125904J No. 114. 

Sir F. Cartwriyht to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Julii 9.) 

(No. M3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 9, 1909. 

ZIL-ES-SULTAN. 

On receipt of your telegrams Nos. 2G1 and 202 of yesterday's date, I went to see 
tin* Russian Ambassador. His Excellency has as yet received no instructions as to 
acting with me in endeavouring to dissuade Zil-es-Sultan from continuing! his journey 
to Persia. The Russian Ambassador has telegraphed for instructions asjto how he 
should act should Zil-es-Sultan come, to Vienna. lie had not any idea that the latter 
was about to arrive here. 

If I can find Zil-es-Sultan may I act alone, should the Russian Ambassador not 
receive a reply in time ? 


[257921 No. 115. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 358.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, July 9, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

I approve language of Major Cox and your instructions to him, as reported in your 
telegram* Nos. 548, 549, and 551 of the 8th instant. 
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[25794] No. 116. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 359.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, July 9, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

With reference to tho action of the local assembly at Bushire, as reported in your 
telegram No. 551 of the 8th July, it. might with advantage be pointed out on a suitable 
occasion that the present crisis is due to the revolutionaries of Kasvin and the Bakhtiari 
having tlireatened the capital at the moment when the constitution had been 
re-established, and the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Tabreez had actually 
begun. 


[25904] No. 117. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwriyht. 

(No. 263.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, July 9, 1909. 

ZlhES-SULTAN. 

In reply to your telegram No. 143 of tho 9th July, you should not approach the 
Zil-es-Sultan until your Russian colleague lias received instructions from his Govern¬ 
ment, with whom the suggestion originated. 


[26013] No. 118. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(No. 555.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, July 10, 1909. 

RUSSIAN charge d’affaires informs me that Russian detachment left Reslit this 
morning. 


[26023] No. 119. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(No. 550.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 10, 1909. 

SARDAR ASSAI) and Sipahdar have addressed telegrams to tho Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who is attending to urgent business in spite of doctors' orders to the 
contrary. The formor is the less uncomprising of the two telegrams. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh has returned a reply to the effect that ho is willing to receive the 
two leaders’ delegates and to discuss any legitimate proposals which may tend towards 
a settlement. He has at the samo time made it clear that those of their demands which 
arc evidently unconstitutional cannot be entertained by the Shah's Government. 


[28024] No. 120. 

Sir G. Bui clay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(No. 557.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 10, 1909. 

PERSONS ill Shiraz have received a telegram from Constantinople to the effect 
that the Ulema of Nejef intend to come to Persia to offer resistance to the Russian 
troops. 

Sumsam at Ispahan has received another telegram from the same place which 
states that the independence of Persia is the first object of the Constitution. It goes 
on to complain of foreign intervention and, urging that matters at Tehran should 
speedily be brought to a conclusion, extorts Samsam to " Warn tho tribes that there is 
grave danger threatening Islam and Persia.” 


[1605] 
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(257941 No. 121. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 872.) 

(Telegraphic^) P. Foreign OJfice, July 10, 1909. 

SITUATION at Bushire. 

M. Isvolsky should be informed of the substance of Tehran telegram No. 551 and 
my telegram No. 359 to Sir Cl. Barclay of the 8th and 9th instant respectively. 


[26025] No. 122. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 

(No. 558.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, July 11, 1909. 

I AM telegraphing to Major Ramsay at Bagdad to the following effect:— 

Can you inform me as to the truth of a report of a secret nature which has 
reached me that the Ulema have started for Persia from Nejcf to offer resistance to the 
Russians. 


126026] No. 123. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 

(No. 559.) 

(Telegraphic.) I>. Gulahck, July 11, 1909. 

FOLLOWING is telegram No. 63 of yesterday's date from His Majesty's acting 
consul at Shiraz :— 

" I leant that there is dangor, not, however, immediate, that the Bari Seyyid will 
bring a force to Shiraz at the invitation of the governor-general to attack Kawam. 
The Seyyid, who is known to be of an irresponsible and violent character, would, it is 
greatly to be feared, show violence to the Russian consul should he succeed in reaching 
Shiraz. My Russian colleague is talking of asking for an increase of his Cossack 
guard. Could you let me know beforehand whether, in case of emergency, I could 
expect a reinforcement from Bushire if the Seyyid were to advance without giving 
previous warning.” 


[26028] 


No. 124. 


(No. 14-1.) 


Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 11, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 261 of the 8th July : Zil-es-Sultan. 

(he Russian Ambassador and I had an interview this morning with the Zil-es- 
Sultan, who arrived in Vienna last night. We succeeded, after a protracted discussion, 
in persuading the Prince not to leave Vienna for a few days, in order that we might 
have time to refer to our Governments for instructions. 


I la- Prince declared that the reason for his journey to Persia was that the Shall 
had appealed to him to help to save the dynasty, and had commanded him by telegraph 
to return. He denied any wish to cause political disturbances; he was not a revo¬ 
lutionist, and had never revolted against the central Government. If he had wished to 
cause trouble he would have ontered Persia by Bagdad, for the southern tribes there 
had sent to him to aay they would accept him as their leader. The Anglo-Russiim 
understanding had his full approval; the rival efforts of the two Powers had formerly 
been a danger to Persia, and the agreement would be her salvation. Ho had the 
integrity of Persia at heart, though he was not anti-Russian, lie begged that ho might 
be permitted to resume his journey to Persia, where it was his duty to be at the moment 
of crisis. 


\Ye informed the Zil-es-Sultau that no animosity was entertained against him by 
our Governments, 'lire Prince seemed to bo pleased by the assurance which the 
Russian Ambassador gave him that tho feelings of the Russian Government towards 
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[26027] No. 123*. 

Sir G Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 

(No. 560.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 11, 1809. 

PLEASE see my immediately preceding telegram repeating Mr. Bill’s No. 63. 

I have replied as follows, No. 45;— 

“ Pleaso inform governor-general that ho will bo held personally responsible for 
any harm which may result to British interests should the Lari Seyyid come to Shiraz 
on his Excellency’s invitation, and create disturbances there. I am urging the Persian 
i ■overnment to send instructions to governor-general to spare no effort to deter the 
seyyid from taking this stop. 

I shall also ask M. Sabline to tolegraph similar instructions to your Russian 
colleague. 

I have repeated the first paragraph of your telegram No. 63 to His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire, and am communicating with him ns to the possibility'of 
sending you a roinforcement from Bushire in case of emergency. You should inform 
him what force would be required.” 



T* 
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him were friendly. We told him it was in his own interest that we were giving him 
this advice. It would be a matter of regret to us if he were to take some foolish action 
at. present which would compromise his future utility. He might, we said, render yet 
great services to his country in circumstances which might arise later. He would 
inevitably pass into the hands of the revolutionists if he rejected the advice of the two 
Powers and went to Persia now ; and Russia and England would then be obliged to 
discontinue their support to him. 

The Prince at last consented not to leave Vienna for the present. He is anxious 
to know whether he can continue his journey or not, and the Russian Ambassador has 
therefore asked his Government to send as early a reply as possible to his telegram. 


126029] No. 125. 

Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 

(No. 145. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 11, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 144 of to-day : Zil-es-Sultan. 

I learn from the chief adviser of Ilis Highness that life in Europe is boring to the 
Prince, and he also wishes to return to Persia for financial reasons, which influence 
him largely. 

The Zil-es-Sultan made a complaint to me that the undertaking which the British 
Government gave to protect his property had not been fulfilled by them. 

1 he Prince declared that the revolutionists had no leaders who were capable of 
creating a stable Government; they could only upset tilings. They were not, I 
gathered from the Prince and his advisers, so very numerous, but their efforts to upset 
die id)ah met with the sympathy of many persons, for the royal entourage could be no 
longer tolerated. 

1 was told by the Prince’s adviser that a very formidable religious rising was 
likely to take place against the Russian troops if they remained too long in the interior 
of Persia, and especially if they took up the defence of the hated Palace regime. 

The Zil-es-§ultan said to me that Persia needs administrative improvement rather 
than political changes. The administration might be reorganised, province by province, 
•>y an Anglo-Russian temporary board of financial advisers. 

lhe conversations which I had with the Zil-es-Sultan and his adviser left on my 
mind the impression that they consider the Prince to be the only man who is capable 
of ruling Persia, perhaps as Regent. 


[26073] No. 126. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received July 12.) 

(No. 520.) * y ' 

Therapia, July 7, 1909. 

1 HA' 1'. the honour to report that there appeared in the “ Tallin ” of the 3rd July 
a long article by Ismail Hakki, of Bagdad, on the eastern boundaries of Turkey in Asia, 
containing certain points which may be of interest. * 

Ismail Hakki doubts whether the Russian troops will be-withdrawn from Persia, 
i though perhaps the English Government believes that they will. Defeated in her 
atiempt to expand eastwards, Russia is seeking an outlet in Azerbaijan, and perhaps 
o-morrow- she will turn in another direction, which might be unpleasant for Turkey. 

" position is very critical from the Turkish point of view. England is following a 
< areless policy with incomprehensible trust. Turkey had formerly one neighbour on 
" j 1 ? 1 ! now there is the danger of- there being two. 

England imitates Russia nothing can be said. Of course the present Liberal 
i "net has no such intention. It wants to facilitate rather than hinder the task of 
" crsian patriots; but to fulfil this desire, and to save Northern Persia from the 
, '' u ' ,n ghtraare of interference," the Russo-English agreement should he limited to 
it u onomic sphere. On the eastern frontier of Turkey many diUicultquostious are 
" img. Ixst ns see,’ ho concludes, " what statesman will cut the knot and save 
0 r eastern frontier from the storm.” 

I have, &e. 

GERAllD LOWTHER. 
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[26080] 


No. 127. 


Sir G. Louither to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 

(No. 527.) 

Sir, Therapia, July 7, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram No. 227 of tho 5th July, reporting 
that the Russian Embassy here had made a written communication to the Porte 
concerning the dispatch of a Russian force to occupy the Resht-Kasvin section of the 
Tehran road. 


As is perhaps natural, an increasing interest has recently been taken by governing 
circles here in the present developments in Persia. The Persian anjuman here is in 
close touch with the Committee of Union and Progress, anil, as you are aware, Alnned 
lliza Bey, President of the Chamber, has been requested by the Persian Nationalists to 
interest himself in their struggle. Me has declared his readiness to do all in his power 
to support the constitutional cause in Persia. As already explained, his view and that 
of the Young Turks is that His Majesty’s Government has been deceived by the 
Russians, whose occupation of Tabreez, Ac., will be permanent, unless Turkey comes 
to the rescue by dispatching troops to places in Azerbaijan with the idea of with¬ 
drawing them only when the Russian forces retire. This explains the recent increase 
of Turkish forces at Urumia, Dilman, and Klioi. 


Since the deposition of Abdul Hamid, the Turkish view has been that a similar 
treatment should be meted out to Mohammed Ali Shah, whether he granted a constitution 


or not, and, according to Turks, this is tho idea underlying the present march of the 
Bakhtiaris, Ac., on Tehran. There would seem little doubt that the Young Turks have 
advised the Persians to imitate the action of Mahmoud Shevket Pasha in marching on 
Constantinople, and deposing a Sovereign whose professed constitutional tendencies 
were mistrusted by the Liberal leaders, while it is commonly stated that the intention 
is to get rid of the Kajar dynasty and replace it by a Bakhtiari or Sefavi ruler, if the 
latter can be found. The Russian Embassy here has apparently looked with com¬ 
placency on the movement of Turkish troops to Urumia, Ac. 

I have, Ac. 


GERARD EOWTHER. 


[26285] No. 12a. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 12.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 
copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 1st ,1 uly, regarding Abu Musa oxide. 

Indiii Office, July 10, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 12E. 

Kitrounf Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , July 1, 1909. 

OXIDE on Abu Musa. See my telegram dated the 28th May, 1909. The Gorman 
Government were informed by a note from the Foreign Office, dated the 14th ultimo (a 
copy of which was enclosed with letter of the 18th ultimo from Secretary, Political 
Department, India Office), that the mining operations of which complaint was made 
" have now ceased,” and that they were for the extraction, as a sample for a firm 
interested in the trade, of a few hundred tons of oxide. Oral inquiry has now been 
made by German Embassy whether the meaning of this was that there would be no 
shipment of the oxide; otherwise, it was stated, German Government protested against 
shipment, and requested that it might be stopped. It was explained in reply that the 
meaning of the words in question was, not that shipments had been stopped, but that 
mining operations had ceased. Shipment, it was added, had presumably taken place 
already. 1 request that facts may be reported. 
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[26343] No. 120. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received July 12.1 

(No. 5(11.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 

I HAVE received the following telegram No. 20 of to-day’s date from His 
Majesty's consul at Kerman :— 

“ A report has reached me from Dalianv, emanating from Redkhoda Kemal Khan 
Narui. who has recently arrived there, to the effect that Baluchis are making prepara¬ 
tions to set out. against Kerman and Bam at the end of the present Mahounnedan 
month. He talks of a letter, of which he promises to produce the original, sent 
lately to the Baluchi chiefs by the Russian consul at Seistan, and promising them a 
money payment it they will conclude an agreement with Russia. lie considers these 
intrigues to bo the sole cause of tho present unrest in Baluchistan. 

“It is certain that it the Baluchis reach Bam the Afshars will steal a march on 
them and seize Kerman. Ihe tribes will he completely out of hand, and everyone here 
will be in serious danger." 


Sir G. Hardily to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 

(No. 5(12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 

I Hr. invitation issued by the Persian Government to the nationalist leaders to 
send delegates for purposes of negotiation (please see my telegram No. 57,6 of the 
10th July), afforded a further opportunity for my Russian colleague and myself to use 
our influence towards bringing about a settlement between tho rival parties. 

The Shah has secretly promised us that, if the nationalist forces will undertake to 
abandon hostilities and disperse, he will expel from the palace the persons to whom 
tlwy take objection. His Majesty, fearing that in the event of the conditional promise 
becoming known, Amir Jung's followers would desert him, requested us to observe secrecy 
on this point. Consequentlv we have made no mention of it to the popular leaden.' 
We have nevertheless assured them th it it is our firm lielief that the Shah would take 
into consideration such of their demands as were of a constitutional character, 
piu\ ided that they for their part send delegates and gave the required undertaking. 


(X 593) 10 'V"' Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 

(Teiegraphic.) P Tehran, July 12, 1909. 

UUbIS m lohran. 

„.i • f'ce'* ! h f ’l u ,\ v there haa been lighting about I I miles west of the town, in 
ne i . qiahdars and bardar Assad’s forces were both engaged oil Nationalist side, 
} „ the Royalist side was the Bakhtina Khan Amir Miifakliani, with a small 
owing, 1 hear that the light is likely to continue, and is at present indecisive 
t nave no particulars. 


( ^ Fir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 

' Vl Fwi' | Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 

I.I'.AM', see mv telegram No. 561 ol to-day. 

I"<«I M «c, subject to your approval, to instruct His Majesty's consul at Seiatnii, if 

.f" the Baluchis ., warning to ..fleet that intervention would 

1 7|tv-" ’ disorders which they appear to contemplate, and t. make it 







74 


clear to them that Russia has been obliged to send troops into Persia by the revolutionary 
movements which have taken place. 

I would suggest that, if these instructions meet with your approval, the Govern¬ 
ment of India might, if the Resident it Ohogai is in touch with the Persian Baluchis, 
instruct him in a similar sense. 


[26340] No. 133. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 12.) 

(No. 565.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 

Till 1 ] actual position at Shiraz is, I understand, that Assaf-ed-i)owleh has, in order 
to overawe the Knwnmis, called in the Kashgais and also Seyyid Hussein Lari. The 
Kawaini brothers, on the other hand, could, when they wish, call in the neighbouring 
Arabs as their partisans. 

•\ s i’ar as I know the Zil-es->Sultun is alone capable of effectively coping with the 
situation thus created, but the present crisis might be tided over by the mere 
announcement ol his appointment to the Governorship-Cicneral of Pal's. 1 am, there- 
foro, in concert with my Russian colleagm*, urging the Persian Government immediately 
to make an announcement to this effect. 

We shall not for the present press for the renloyal of the Kawaini brothers as we 
had intended, as further information points to such a course being undesirable. 


[26024) No. 1,31, 

. Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’ Ihirne. 

(No. 882.) 

(I olographic.) R. Foreign Office, July 12, 1909. 

SIR (!. BARCLAY S telegram No. 00 7 of the Hull July : Ulemas of Nejef. 

In foil 11 Russian Minister for Foreign AITairs. 


(264161 No. 1.35. 

^ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gala/ick, July 13,1909. 

A ( tt.MMl NIGAIION bv telephone, wliieli Ins since been cut, informs me that 
lebran was entered bv the ledai this morning, and possession was taken of the town. 
Order reigns, as lar as it js possible to ascertain, but I have instructed Major Stokes 
and Mr. ('hurchill to go into the town and verify this. 

A wish has already been evinced by my Russian colleague to bring the cavalry 
which is at present iti the neighbourhood of Kazviii, on to Tehran. 


[26487! No. 130. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(No. 507.) * 

(Telegraphic.) P. ^ Gulahek , July 13, 1909. 

I 111', appointment ot Zil-es-Sultnu as governor-general of Shiraz is announced. 
His son Snrdur Masoud will act as his deputy pending His Imperial Highness’s return 
to Persia. 

We have made it quite clear to Snad-ed-lh.wleh that the Zil’s return was not at 
present desirable, and that we only wislr-d lor the announcement of His Highness’s 
appointment, and the departure of*his deputy, to replace Asaf-cd-Howleh. 

A telegram has been dispatched l>v the .Minister Ibr Foreign Affairs toZil-es-Sultan, 
stating that his appointment has been announced, and that Sardar Masoud ia 
immediately proceeding to Shiraz to act in his place. 

Reference is to mv telegram No. 565 of the 12th July. 
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(No. 568.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 


Gulahek, July 13, 1909. 


Bahnristan and northern quarters of Tehran are now in the hands of the 


toV feared. 

The Nationalist forces. I understand, evaded the Royalist troops and made their 
entry into Tehran practically without opposition. 

This morning M. Sabline received most alarmist reports from town. He is, 
however, at present reassured. We have received the most satisfactory assurances as 
to the safety of foreign interests from the nationalist leaders. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(No. 569.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 13, 1909. 

COLONEL LIAKHOW has, 1 understand, been urging the Russian chargd 
d'affaires to order the Russian troops at Kazvin to proceed towards Tehran. The 
above is secret. 

M. Sabline assures me that he is determined not to adopt this measure unless 
extreme need should'warrant it. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received July 13.) 

(No. 570.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 13, 1909. 

i LEARN from Mr. Churchill, who has now returned from town, that desultory 
street fighting in the neighbourhood of the Gun Square still continues. 

The town is otherwise quiet, lx»th sides remaining, in general, on the defensive. 
The Nationalists are. in occupation of the European and Medjliss quarters, and the 
Royalists hold the Cossack barracks as their main position, with a small force in the 
Gun Square. 

I understand from Mr. Churchill that Sardar Assad hopes that the Shah will 
shortly take bast, and thus bring about a speedy denouement , but M. Sabline tells 
me that be bears that llis Majesty has some 3.000 men and sixteen guns at 
Sullanehabad, and that he intends to hold out there. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(No. 571.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 13, 1909. 

SHIRAZ situation. 

His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire could send t wenty-live men from his escort,’ 
and admiral could dispatch a Maxim party of five or six men under one officer, should 
imminence of danger at Shiraz command this step. War-ship will remain temporarily 
off Bushire. 

It is possible that Seyyid Hussein Lari will abandon the idea of an advance upon 
the announcement of the Zil-es-Sultan'* appointment, and that a general improvement 
of the situation will result; yet I should Im* glad of your permission to order dispatch 
of these reinforcements in case of emergency. 

I trust, however, that this emergency is remote, and have consequently refrained 
from mentioning the proposed step to my Russian colleague. 










[26423] 


7(1 


No. HI. 

Consul Stevens la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Hutoum, July 13, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops for Persia. 

A further embarkation of troops (probably two infantry battalions) took place 
secretly at Baku yesterday. 

Vice-consul reports that he is trying to ascertain the distinguishing marks of and 
particulars concerning these two battalions. 


126340] No. 142. 

Sir Edward Grey In Mr. O'llcirue. 

(No. $7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 

YOU should suggest to Minister for Foreign Affairs, in connection with Zil-es- 
,Sultan's return to Persia, that, if lie is appointed governor-general of Kars, he might 
return via Bushire to Shiraz, which would take him about six weeks. 

You should also communicate to M. Isvolsky substance of telegram No. 505 of the 
12th July from Tehran. 


[26416] No. 1W. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'llcirnc. 

(No. SMI.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 

1 SPdKK. to tie' Hussion Ambassador lo-day about .Sir (i. Barclay’s telegram 
reporting on the situation, and about the information which has reached ns that more 
Russian troops have been embarked at Baku for Persia. 

I told bis K.xeelleney that the reports which we had received did not indicate the 
existence anywhere of serious danger to foreign lives and property, and pointed out 
how difficult it was to show the necessity of sending such large numbers of troops for 
their protection. \Ve heard that at Tehran order was not disturbed. 

Mistrust of the Shah, I said, was the cause of all the disturbances, and if in 
present circumstances troops were sent to Tehran severe lighting might ensue, the 
object of which would be simply to keep the Shalt on the throne. In consequence, ho 
would be disowned by all the rest of Persia, and his Government regarded as Russian 
and foreign. Persia would then break up, and the situation of all of us become very 
difficult and embarrassing. 

Count Henekendorff objected that if the force deployed were comparatively large 
it would be more likely to be able to withdraw after the complete attainment of its 
object; but I fear that an impression of military occupation is already being produced 
by the great size of the force, and that widespread disturbances may result from the 
fanatical feeling which it is exciting amongst the ulema. 

M. Isvolsky, as I reminded Count Henekendorff, had already declared against 
intervention by the Russian forces in the internal affairs of Persia, if this principle 
was maintained, so long ns there was no danger to foreigners, there Wuitld be no reason 
for the troops to advance to Tehran. 


126484! No. 114. 

Sir Edward Urey In Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, :iti. r i.) 

(Telegraphic'.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1999. 

DANGER ot disturbances at Shiraz (see your telegrams Nos. 559 and 501I of the 
11th July). 

\Yi are asking that instructions may lie sent by Admiralty to commander of 
Ili .Majesty's ship " Sphinx " to do anything required by Major Cox, should the latter, 
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after consulting His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz and you, ask for protection. The two 
consuls should, however, do nothing without instructions from you. 

We have heard from Admiralty that His Majesty s consul at Shiraz has asked that, 
if necessary, sepoys who are to be sent should be accompanied by a naval Maxim 
detachment- 


124876] No - 145 ’ 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

jj-jP" "’0“'^ Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 

' THE Turkish Ambassador handed to Sir C. Hardingo on the 30th ultimo a com¬ 
munication, copy of which is enclosed, 0 relative to the situation created at Urumia by 
the simultaneous presence there of Turkish and Russian troops. In communicating 
this document, which contains instructions addressed by the 'I urkish Government to 
their Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, Tewffk Pasha observed that he did so for tho 
information of His Majesty’s < lovermnent. . , . , . , 

Sir C. Hardingo informed his Excellency that the question is one which does not 
concern llis Majesty's Government, except in so far as they are interested in the 
maintenance of tranquillity in Persia, and of the integrity of that country. Ho thanked 
Towfik Pasha, however, for the information and assurances contained m the concluding 
sentences of the communication, and told him that your Excellency had received 
instructions to make representations respecting the action of the Turkish consul-general 
at Tabreez. ., 

\t the time when tho conversation here recorded took place 1 was unaware ot the 
presence of anv Russian troops at Urumia, but I have since received, through Ills 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, a despatch from llis Majesty’s consul-general at labreez, 
reporting that forty Russian infantrymen have lwen sent there for tho protection of tho 
RuMian° ice-consulate and of Russian and other foreign subjects. 

These arc no doubt the troops to which the communication refers. 

1 am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


126484] No. 149. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received duly 13.) 

gj ri Admiralty, July 13, 1909. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Gommissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decipher of a telegram, 
dated tho 12th instant. from His Majesty's ship “Sphinx" at Bushire. 

My Lords would ho glad to knew what instructions the Secretary of State wishes 
to he sent to the “ Sphinx.” 

I am, tXc. 

C. 1. THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. 140. 

From llis Majesty's shin “ Sphinx ’’ to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Bushire. July 12, 1909. 

ACCORDING to information received from the political resident that an attack 
cm Shiraz is imminent, additional troops from the Bushire residency guard may be 
required at Shiraz. Consul at Shiraz has asked for a naval detachment with a maxim 
gnu to reinforce the Sepoys, and tho resident is consulting llis Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran on this point. There is no immediate danger, hut situation may become serious 

• See l’lirt XV111, N'o. 7 I 1 S, 

X 


1095] 
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at any moment. Ff no further orders are received I intend to take action as requested, 
and in the meantime I am keeping one oflicer and 6 men, with a maxim gun, ready for 
serviee if required. I have asked the cominander-in-chief’s approval of my proposed 
action. 


T26498] 


No. 147. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received July 11.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty , July 13, 1000. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter of to-day’s date, 1 am commanded by my 
I/>rds Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated to-day from the commander-in¬ 
chief, F.ast Indies. 

I am, See. 

C. T. THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. 147. 

Commander-in-chief , Fast Indies, to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Trincomalee, July 13, 1909. 

TlllC senior naval oflicer, Persian (lull', proposes to dispatch a naval force with 
maxim gun to Shiraz, if required, acting on requisition from the resident in the 
Persian (Julf. \ have approved the senior naval officer's proposal. 


[26621] No. US. 

Mr. ff lleirue to tiir Edward Circy.—{Received July 14.) 

(No. 357.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petershurgh , July 14, 1909. 

SITUATION in Persia. Please refer to your telegram No. SS9of yesterday’s date. 

WIkmi I saw M. Isvolsky to-day, a telegram to him from the Russian Ambassador 
in London had not been completely decyphered, and I therefore communicated to his 
Kxoelleney the substance of your conversation with Count PenckendorfT. 

.M. Isvolsky denies altogether that any more troops beyond those which it had 
originally been decided to send had been dispatched, and he also said that the Russian 
(lovernment had no intention of sending ail additional force into Persia. It was 
possible that the authorities at Baku had made preparations with a view to dispatching 
more men should the necessity arise. 

The information contained in Sir < 1. Barclay’s telegram No. of>(>, to the effect that 
order had so far been preserved in tile town, was confirmed by a telegram dispatched 
bv M. Sabline yesterday, which his Kxcellency read to me. M. Saldino also reported 
that tin' popular leaders had said at an interview with an official of the Russian 
legation that they would answer for it that the Russian officers and also foreigners not 
engaged in the hostilities should be safe. M. Sabline when he dispatched the above 
telegram apparently had no intention of ordering the Russian troops at Kasvin to 
advance to Tehran, and. even should it become necessary for him to do so, M. Isvolsky 
observed that no intervention on the Shah’s behalf would be allowed. To this I 
replied that, although there was no intention on the part of the Russian (lovernment to 
support the Shall, the result of their troops arriving at Tehran might in fact be to 
afford llis Majesty assistance. 
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[26692] No - 149 

Mr. O'Btirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 

rWo-rnpliic.) P. st - Petershurgh, July U, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 8S7 of yesterdays date respecting the 

Zil-es-Sultan. . , r , 

In accordance with your instructions, I have made a communication to U. Isvolsky 
respecting the proposed return of His Imperial Highness to Persia. His Excellency 
promised that he would let me have a reply without delay. 


[26532] No, 150. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Receive,l July 14) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, July H, 1909. 

A BATTERY lias been placed near the American mission-house, and the Persian 
Cossacks are now bombarding the revolutionary forces near the legation from this 
position. 


[26614] No - 151 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, July 14, 1909. 

THE royalist forces Imve begun to bombard the town. I am proceeding imme¬ 
diately to Sultnnatalmd with M. Sabline, in order to urge upon the Shall the necessity 
of making a truce for negotiations with the nationalists. 

At 8 a.in. the two dragomans started for Tehran, with the object <jt seeing tile 
nationalist leaders and inducing them to open negotiations. This was at the Shall s 
own request. The lighting, however, seems to have become more serious, aind it is 
feared that they may not he able to enter the town. 

Yesterday His Majesty momisod that Tehran would not he Immharded. It was, 
I believe, because Ids palace there was being attacked that he changed his mind. 


[26623] 


No. 152. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1 !'.J 

(No, 571) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek. July H, 1909. 

HE PER RING to my telegram No. 57tl of this morning, in which I reported the 
liouibaidment of Tehran and our contemplated joint representations to the Shah, I heg 
to state that our audience, which was of a distressing character, had no satisfactory 
results. We prayed His Majesty to order the cessation of the- bombardment, and to 
proclaim an armistice in order that negotiations might he opened. The Shah replied 
complaining that when the forces loyal to him were sufficiently strong to overcome the 
revolutionaries we had restrained him, but now that they were in Tehran and attacking 
Ins palace there, he must do what lie could to protect himself. At the moment when 
his troops were being attacked lie could not proclaim an armistice ; it was lor us to 
corn el Ids adversaries to desist from attacking him. and then any constitutional 
dem’,mils that they might have ..die would receive his consideration. 

In reply, we stated that efforts lmd been directed throughout towards n reconcilia¬ 
tion between llis Majesty and his people. The conciliatory counsels tendered to the 
latter had, unhappily, been rejected, and to ask them to give up their arms when 
everything was strongly in their favour would certainly provoke a refusal. If, however, 
We could assure them that it was the firm intention ol the Shall to grant an armistice, 
We might lie able to prevent them from driving home the advantage they had already 
obtained. His Majesty would not hear of this proposal. 

On taking leave of His Mnjcsty, we met the Minister for foreign Affairs. We 
told him that it would lie useless to ask the revolutionaries to give up their arms, and he 
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requested us to await the result of au audience which he was about to have of His 
Majesty before we informed the Sardars of the result ol our representations, io this 
we airreed but his Excellency has not yet communicated with us. 

By reason of the bombardment, Messrs. Churchill and Barouowsky were unable to 
enter Tehran this morning. 


[26511] No - 153 ’ 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 

(Tele'-mphic.) 1’. Constantinople, July 14, 190!). 

PERSIAN mujteliids. 

Ilis Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad reports as follows 

The excitement now prevailing at the religious centres is intense. The ulema 
have been talking of going to Persia to rouse tho people there; so far, they have taken 
no action however. Public prayer has been stopped at Nejaf and Kerbela, and from 
here tin- position seems critical unless the troops are removed. The ulema have 
to-dliv - '111 the son of Mullah Mohammed Khurassani anil the son-in-law of Seytd 
Abdullah Bebihnni ns their representatives to call on me. They promise that they will 
and can restore peace in Persia as soon as the Russian troops are withdrawn, and beg 
England to use her influence in this direction. They declare that the soldiers support 

llieVaeti.tries and ill-use the people, and thus so excite the populace that they will 

neecpi no peaeoful counsels. Though apparently well disposed towards us, the ulema 
resent what they call our present passive attitude, (Contrasting it with our former 
support of the constitutional elements. 


126512] No - 151 - 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July 14, 1909. 

AFFAIRS of Persia. 

The president of the Chamber has written to me unofficially stating that an 
unfortunate impression has been produced in Constantinople by the joint, intervention 
of Un.-sia and Croat Britain in Persian alTairs. The two Powers, he says, are believed 
to he adverse to constitutions] rule and to sympathise with the despotism ol the Shah. 

I have acknowledged the letter privately, and shall inform the Minister lor Foreign 
\(fail's who is probably not aware that the letter has been written. 

The president remarks that it is in the interest of the good relations existing 
between Turkey and Croat Britain that he has made me this unofficial communication 


126513] !?• lc5 - 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grry. (I'eceired July Ik) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, July l i, 1909. 

AFFAIRS of Persia. 

Will, reference to your telegram No. 395 of the 8th duly, after consulting with 
Russian charge d'affaires', 1 have made a communication to the Sublime Porte to-day. 
The communication was identic in substance though not in wording. 


(26339] No ' 156 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barcluy. 

(No. 309) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 14,1909. 

fill-: proposed instructions to Ilis Majesty’s consul at Seistan (see your telegram 
No at; I of the PJtli .lulv) have my approval. The India Office are being consulted on 
tiie' point whether it would he possible to instruct the resident at Ohflgoi in the same 
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sense, and whether ho would he able to take effective action on such instructions. 
They have also been invited to make any further suggestions they may think lit as to 

the best course of action. .,, . .. „ ... , , . , 

It might also be well to warn tlio Baluchis that, should Indian or British subjects 
suffer any loss as a result of their action, Ilis Majesty’s Government will hold them 

n ^' ’nie'original of the letter from the Russian consul, referred to in your telegram 
No 561 of the 12th July, should he obtained, if possible. , 

' Would it he possible for His Majesty’s consul to proceed to Birjaud, Bunder 
Abbas, or Yezd if danger is to lie apprehended at Kerman ? 


[26512] No - 157 - 

Sir lidwnrd Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(Telegraphic.) P. , . forcit J n Ju, 'J U > 100!) - ' 

ANGLO-RUSS1AN co-operation in Persia. 

In connection with opinions expressed by President of the Chamber, as reported 
in your telegram No. 239 of to-day, you should explain to Ahmed Rjza m conversation 
tho lxisition really held by ourselves and Russia with regard to 1 orsia. 

In answer to the allegations that we are supporting a despotic Shall, you should 
point out that an electoral law, considered liy Sir < i. Barclay as democratic, was issued 
and the constitution re-established in Persia immediately before the recent outbreak of 

disturbances. , , , 

As regards intervention, wo have been most careful to avoid it, Russia has 
definitciv pronounced her intention of withdrawing her force as soon as it. is certain that 
forehm lives and property are safe, and that communication with leliran will not be 
intercepted, aud she lias given assurances that the achievement of tlioso two objects 
form her sole reason for dispatching troops to Kasviu. 


[264871 NT °- 158 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Cartwright. 

(Telegraphic.) P. . foreign Office, JuhU,m. 

j)0 not join ill making any further representations lo the /,il-es-hnltnn unlU a 
decision lias been arrived at, on my suggestion, that leave should be given to the /i! 
to return to Persia via Bush ire. 


1264871 No - m 

Sir Edward Grey to Count llenckendorjl. 

Your Excellency, . For t ei, J* W™’ M '' ..¥• 1<309 ; 1 

1 JIAVK tho honour to refer to our conversation ol yesterday, relative to tnc 
question of tho return to Persia ol' the Xil-es-Suliun, in thgcourse of which you uilormed 
me that M Isvolsky is st ill of opinion that 11 is l m penal II ighness s presence in that 
country would he undesirable at the present moment- ... 

Your Excellency is aware of tin? disturbed conditions which have long prevailed 
in the southern portion of Persia. Trade is at a standstill, whjle practically no security 
of life and property exists even in tho immediate neighbourhood of tho larger towns. 
This state of affairs has recently become even worse than before, and tile latest reports 
which Ilis Majesty's Government have received from their consular representatives in 
dint part of the country indicate that the situation at Shiraz itself, where the present, 
governor-general is deliberately provoking a civil war may at any moment become one 
of peril for the foreign residents. The situation jit Slum/, is indeed, so serious that 
Ilis Majesty's Government, much against their wishes, have felt themselves compel n 
to make arrangements for the possible increase of the consular guard for Iho protection 
of His Majesty’s consulate and of the lives and property of foreign subjects there. 
Should (he disorder at Shiraz continue and spread, it is impossible to foresee the 
consequences. 

[ItiOuJ 
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There can be no doubt that tlio Zil-es-Sultan is the only governor capable of 
restoring normal conditions in the south. His authority, energy, and ability fit lum, 
and him alone, for the task. . . 

This fact, as your Excellency knows, has already received practical recognition of 
the British and Russian representatives at Tehran, who have joined in urging the 
Persian Government the imperative necessity of appointing His Imperial Highness 
Governor-General of Shiraz. These representations have been successful, and the 
appointment has already been announced. 

In these circumstances there appears to be every reason why the Zu-es-Sultau 
should proceed without delay to his new post to take up tlio work of the restoration of 
order, for, though the mere announcement of his appointment is thought likely to 
have a pacifying effect, it is but too probable that this effect will quickly wear off if it 
is realised that llis Imperial Highness is to remain for any length of time a governor- 
general only in name. 

M. Isvolsky fears that, if the Zil-es-Sultan were to return to Persia at once, he 
would at once be put forward, by one faction or another, ns a candidate for the throne, 
whereby the present difficult situation would lie still further complicated, but this 
contingency could be guarded against by exacting from llis Imperial Highness the 
promise that ho should enter Persia by way of llushire, proceed straight to Shiraz, the 
capital of his province, and remain within the limits of that, province. By this means 
his active intervention in Persian polities, and, still more, any attempt to put him 
forward as,a candidate for the throne, would be rendered impossible. 

I beg your Excellency to urge these considerations on M. Isvolsky, and I venture 
to express the hope that their contemplation may lead him to modify the opinion which 
lie lias expressed in a sense favourable to the views set forth above. 

I liavo, ike. 

E. GREY. 


(25130) No. ICO. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

'No. 102.) 

J 3 i r( Foreign Office, July 14, 1000. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 113 of tlio 27th May relative to the running 
expenses of the steam-ship “ Shuslian." 

I concur in your opinion that it is unnecessary, in present circumstances, to take 
any further action in the matter, and would refer you, in this connection, to my 
despatch No. 102 of the 22nd June, 1008; 

I am, ckc. 

E. GREY. 


[25133) No. 101. 

Forciyn f Iffire to India Office. 

Sir, Forciyn Office, July 1V,1009. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12tli March last respecting the protection of 
Bahreinis in Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you, to 
he laid hefenv the Secretary of State for India, copy of a despatch, as marked in tlio 
margin,* from llis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, inclosing the text of a note which he 
had addressed to the Persian Government on this question. 

I am to state that, subject to l.onl Motley's concurrence, Sir Edward Grey 
proposes to approve the terms of Sir G. Barclay’s note to the Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

I am, <kc. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


• No. I!) 
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[26339] No - 1G2 - 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 

’ I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of telegraphic correspondence with His Majesty’s Minister at lehran relative to the 
reported intention oi the Baluchis shortly to attack Bam and Kerman. 

1 am to enquire whether the Resident at Chagai is in a positioi < } 

instructions similar to those which Sir Cl. Barclay has been authonsed to address;^ 
Hi. Majestv’s consul in Seistan, and whether Viscount Morley can suggest any fu t ier 
"■lion which would have the effect of frustrating the intention of tlio Baluchis and of 
affording the necessary protection to His Majesty s consulate at Kerman should the 
threatened attack take place. 

1 am, <xc. 

LOUIS MALLET.. 


[26484] No - 163 ' 

Foreign Office to Admiralty . 

Foreign Office, July 14, 1009. 

‘ 1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 13th instant, marked “ Most Confidential, relative to the dispatch Horn 
Hu-hire of a naval Maxim gun detachment to accompany the Sepoys, whom it is 
proposed to send to Shiraz for the protection of His Majesty's consulate, ... ease the 
situation at that place should become sufficiently serious to necessitate such a step. 

I am to suggest, in reply, that should the Urds Commissioners of the Ad.mral y 
see no objection, instructions should be sent to the commander of His Majesty s ship 
" Sphinx ’ to comply with any request of the kind which lbs Majesty s eonsid-gencial 
at llushire, after consultation with the Minister at Tehran and consul at Shiraz, may 

I Barclay has been informed by telegraph of the proposal aW submitted 
for their Ixirdships’ consideration, and has been told that the two consulat officers 
referred to should, however, take no action without his authority. 

I am to transmit to you herewith, for their Lordships information, paraphrase of a 
tole 'rnin which Sir E. Gre.v has been received from Sir G. Barelayt since the dispatch of 
the message referred to above reporting on the situation at Sluraz, and asking authority 
to send remforoeraents there if necessary for the protection of lbs Majesty 8 consulate. 

1 am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[25913] No - le4 - 

Forciyn Office to Messrs. Frank Strictt and Co. 

Gentlemen Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 

" I AM directed bv Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter „f the 2nd instant, forwarding copies of correspondence with your agent at 
Tehran on the subject of your proposed acquisition of the concessions now held by the 
Mnm-ut-Tuiiar, tor the extraction of red oxide in the 1 orstau Gull. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that the information contained in your letter was 
conveyed by telegraph to llis Majesty’s Minister at lehran. ...... . 

Sir ti Harelav has now reported that the 1‘ersiau Minister lor foreign Affairs is at 
present too ill to attend to business, and that he has therefore been unable to approach 
ids Excellency personally on the subject, lie states, however, that, in Ins own opinion 
an attempt to press for the Hormuz concession would serve no useful purpose, while it 

would be* likely to offend the Moio-ut-l ujjar. 

J I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


• Nos, 129, 132, mid 150. 


t No. 140. 
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[26644] No - IG5 - 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey—{Received July 15.) 

(jjk 10 ) Batoum, July (i, 1909. 

r HAVE tlifi honour to inform you that it is reported that a regiment of Cossacks, 
one battery of eight Held artillery guns, and two companies of sappers, are on their 
way to Enzcli in three steamers belonging to the Kavkaz and Mercuri ^team-ship 

Co #' ny - I have, Ac. 

P. STEVENS. 


Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15 .) 

g^* 1 ' ^ ' iiutoum, July fi, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that two companies of the Rifle Brigade belonging to 
the Russian expeditionary forces before Tabreez, under the orders of General Suarsky, 
returned to the Caucasus last. week. 

1 have, So. 

1>. STEVENS. 


[26636! No. I fii. 

Sir E Cartwriyht to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 

g-'r’' Vienna, July 12, 1909. 

IIIS Royal Highness the Zil-es-Sultau, accompanied liv his sun and his grandson, 
arrived in Vienna on the evening of the 10th instant, and l at once sent him word that 
I wished to see him on the following morning—as 1 understood that la* proposed to 
continue his journey in the afternoon of yesterday—and I added that 1 would be 
accompanied by Prince OurouSpff, the Russian Ambassador. 

Yesterday morning the Russian Ambassador drove with me t<> the Imperial Hotel, 
where we were closeted together for an hour and a-half with the Zil-es-Sultan, the 
Persian Minister here and another Persian official—1 was told an ex-Mmister of Justice, 
and apparently a confidant of the Prince—acting as interpreters. We enquired of the 
Prince what his intentions were, and what, was the purport of Ids return to Persia. 
The Zil-es-Sultan replied that he was obeying the orders of the* Shah, who had 
telegraphed to him urging him to hurry back to Persia in order that he might help in 
clearing up the situation, and perhaps in saving the Kajar dynasty. He felt lie must 
obey these orders ; Persia was passing through perilous moments, her integrity was 
possibly threatened, and he might do something perhaps to save the independence of 
his country, lie was no revolutionist; he had no intentions of joining the partisans 
or turbulence, and he merely wanted to help in maintaining the authority of the central 
Cioverturn nt, for Persia would he lost and go to pieces il at the present moment there 
was no strong hand to guide her through her troubles. He reminded us that during 
his father's reign he had always remained a loyal subject, and that,although he had been in 
a position to threaten the aut hority of the Shall, ami lmd been advised by many persons to 
attempt to seize the throne, he had never made any attempt to do so. lie had allowed 
his younger brother to succeed to the throne without causing unv trouble, and he had 
given -and was ready to continue to give - all the assistance in his power to his 
nephew, the present Shah. If the purport of his journey was to create mischief, he 
would not have selected the route through Vienna and Russia, hut he would have gone 
secretly through Constantinople and Bagdad, and so would have reached the south of 
Persia, where his partisans were numerous, and from whom he had received appeals to 
(•(lino and he their leader. The south of Persia, until the recent Duklitiuri movement 
north, was fairly quiet ; it was expectant, lmt the moment would soon couie, if things 
ditl not improve in Tehran, when it would play perhaps a decisive rule in settling the 
future of Persia. The Zil-es-Sultan spoke with great fluency and much dignity, and 
pleaded hard to he allowed to continue his journey. 
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Wo told him that the British and the Russian Governments entertained no 
animosity against him personally ; we had not come to him with any idea of menacing 
him; we merely wished to explain to him that in liis own interest it was better for 
him not to hurry back at the present moment to Persia. If he arrived there without 
the approval of the British and Russian Governments, his position would be very 
equivocal and dangerous to himself, for he was too big a man to remain in tho back¬ 
ground at Tehran at the present moment. He would soon be compelled to take sides, 
either for or against the Shah, and it would be not unlikely that the revolutionists 
would select him a3 their leader, with a view to* placing him upon the throne. He 
might in that case find himself in opposition to our two Governments, and it seemed 
to us that he ran the greatest risk of ruining whatever prospects might be in store for 
him if he lost the sympathy and the moral support of Great Britain and Russia. He 
had all to gain by waiting in Europe in a quiet and dignified manner until the situation 
had cleared up a little in liis country. 

Prince Ourousoff assured the Prince that lie was not aware that the Russian 
Government entertained any personal animosity against him, and this statement 
seemed to give the Prince great pleasure. We both impressed upon the Zil-es-Sultan 
the absolute necessity for him to understand that Great Britain and Russia were 
determined to work in close union together, with a view to saving Persia from breaking 
up, and that he would gain nothing by leaning more towards one Power than towards 
the other, and that his best chance of rendering a signal service to his country 
was to appreciate this fact, and to let it guide the political steps which he might 
eventually take. 

After a long discussion, the Prince finally agreed to remain till the end of the 
week in Vienna, so as to give us time to communicate what he had said to us to 
our respective Governments, and to await their replies. 

I have, &c. 

FAIRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT. 


[26637] No. 168. 

Sir F. Cartwright\to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 121. Confidential.) 

k , r » ^ f ^ Vienna , July 12, 1009. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch, I have the honour to 
report that during the long interview which 1 had yesterday with the Zil-es-Sultan 
there were moments when I had the possibility of having some private conversation 
uith the Prince through the interpreter, the Russian Ambassador being meanwhile 
engaged in conversation with the Persian Minister at this Court, who was present in 
the room, in this way, and also from conversations 1 have had with the Prince’s chief 
advisor, I have been able to collect some information with regard to tho Zil-cs-Sultan’s 
views of Persian affairs, which I venture to forward to you for your information. 

[ learn that the Zil-es-Sultan is discontented with life in Europe, and is longing to 
get back to his own country. He does not speak any language but Persian, and he 
finds himself lost in European surroundings. There are other considerations, however, 
which influence liis desire to return to Pei'Sia, and they are of a financial character. 

l. ifo in Europe is expensive, and he finds himself threatened with financial straits! 
His property in Persia seems to he menaced, and he thinks his presence on the spot 
might save it. lie possesses some thirty to forty villages and a “barrage” which, 1 
believe, is in the neighbourhood of Hamadan. The villagers are not in revolt, lmt 
owing to the confusion of political affairs in Persia, they cannot he got to pay the dues 
to their master while he is far away in Europe. liis presence is required to collect the 
rents. The Prince told me that the British Government lmd promised to protect his 
family and his property, but this promise had scarcely been fulfilled, and his property 
was really in danger. 

In answer to a question of mine as to the strength of the revolutionary party in 
Persia, ihc Prince declared that their power was not so great as was believed to he the 
ease in Europe. No doubt many people sympathised with their efforts to upset the 
present “palace regime,’’ and very few people lmd any interest in defending it, but 
the mass of Persians did not desire so much political changes of government as 
administrative improvements. The country in the last few years had gone from bail to 
worse through absolute anarchy in the administration. Of late, especially under the 
[1665] 7j 
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present Shah’s rale, voung men who had acquired influence hy immoral practices, had won 
the Shah’s favour and had become governors of provinces and occupied other lucrative 
posts. Their one desire was to make money as quickly as possible and consequently 
plundering had become the order of the day. The people could now stand it no 
longer, anil were rising on all sides against this system of government, although they 
had no very definite views as to what was to replace it. 1 he 1 race s advisor saul to 
me that Persia required a strong hand to rule her, but the great difficulty was to find 
men of capacity and character for that purpose. There seemed a remarkable dearth 
of them, both on the Government side and on that of the Revolutionists, who would 
very likely succeed in breaking down the present Government, but who were, in his 
opinion, liot in a position, through want of serious leaders, to replace it by anything. 

bt 1 To all niv attempts to elicit from the Prince and his adviser any clear and definite 
statement as to what, in their opinion, was the best to be done for lersta at the present 
moment. 1 received but hints and vague replies, but it seems to me that m the 
Zil-es-Sultnn’s mind, and in that of his eAimrage, an idea prevails that if peace is to be 
restored in Persia, it ean onlv be done by the Prince taking the reins of government 
into his own hands, possibiv as Regent during the minority of one of the bliali s 
children. A Regency under tlie Naib-es-Sultan, the Zil-es-Sidtan s younger brother, 
would. 1 was told, make things worse than ever in Persia. From hints thrown out it 
seems to me that in the Zil-es-tjliltan’s entourage the establishment of an Anglo-ltussian 
temporary financial and perhaps administrative control, province by province, would 
not be looked upon with disfavour, but 1 was confidentially told that if the Russian 
military forces remained too long in the occupation of the country, and especially it 'hoy 
worn mi fortunately drawn into taking part in the defence of tlie present bated palace 
rule, such a feeling of irritation would be engendered throughout the country as might 
bring about a fanatically religious and national rising against the stranger, which might 
prove of a very formidable and dangerous character. In that eventuality, to restore 
peace, Ragland and Russia between them would have to occupy every single provmco, 
and to bold it down by considerable forces. 

I have, &c. 

FAIRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT. 


[26684] No. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreigii Office.—(Received July 15.) 

Winchester House, Old llrond Street, London, 
$j r July lo, 1009. 

I HAVE to thank you for your 0%e letter of tho Ot’li July, and to say in reply 
that tin- surmise contained in tho last paragraph of your hitter is correct, viz., that, the 
translation of the Hakhtiari agreement unclosed in your letter is identical with the one 
s.aii home to us l»v Mr. d. U. Prqece, with the exception of three words m three 
different paragraphs, which are obviously printers’ errors. 

In the circumstances, may l ask of you tho favour that in one of your earl} letters 
you request His Britannic Majesty’s legation in Tehran to have an independent 
translation of the Persian agreement made and a copy sent home to you for us. 

I shall, of course, he glad to repay any expense that this may involve. 

I am, &pi 

K. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[26668! No. 170. 

India Office to Foreign Office —( Received July 15.) 

£j ri India Office, July 14, 1909. 

' I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your fi tter of the 28th June as to the 

undertakings given by the Sheikh of Mohaimnerali .looming the Karan Irrigation 

Concession, and the minor works to be undertaken by him without reference to the 
Persian Government. , 

In reply, I am to say that Viscount Morley finds, in tlie full text of the sheikhs 
undertakings, no reason to modify the views expressed in Mr. Campbells letter of the ^ 


- 
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12th June, or to suggest any alteration of the instructions on the subject sent to His 
Jfiiiesty’s Minister at Tehran in Sir E. Grey’s telegram No. 309 of the 22nd June. 

1J J I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


[26670] N °. m. 

Inilia Office to Foreign Office.—{Received July 15.) 

gj r India Office, July 14, 1909. 

’ IN replv to your letter of the 3rd instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morlev agreetfftbnS consideration of all tho circumstances, in Sir E. Greys suggestion 
that Sir G. Barclay's action in authorising Major Cox to send Lieutenant Wilsons 
report on the Khorkha irrigation scheme direct to Sir W. Willcoeks for advice may o 
approved. But it appears to Lord Morley that the local officers concerned take too 
sanguine a view of the future of tlie project, which as yet is purely m the experimental 
Stage, and lie thinks it would be well that they should be warned to be cautious not to 
allow the sheikh to overlook the difficulties, financial and other, that may arise at later 

stages. T . 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


[26718] No. 172. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 15.) 

§j r India Office , July 1.4, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the (5th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morlev concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal to approve tlie action of His Majesty s consul- 
general at llushire and of liis Majesty’s Minister at. Tehran in connection with the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah’s expression of regret at the transfer of Consul McDouall from 
Mohammerah to Komianshah. 

T am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


126711] No. 173. 

“ Conseil provincial," Azerbaijan , to the House of Commons.—(Communicated by 
the Speaker, July 15.) 

(Telographiquc). (F.u rlair.) Tauris, l> 11 jailJet, 1909. 

(It )l; VERN EM ENT russe, prolitant notre patience depassant touto limit*', continue 
son action destruct rice on I’orse, sous pretext© prot^gor ses sujots, et, contraifoment 
toutes conventions Internationales, il a introduit ses troupes Tauris, et persecute 
hrutaleinent. peuple ; il intorvient chaque instant dans nos affaires i uteri euros et laisso 
pas fonctionner administrations gouvcrnomontales. 

A Meched il a soutenu ouvertement reactionnaires eontre les Liheraux pour 
empeclier mouvement vers Teheran troupes nationalistes, tjiri veulent mettre tin a 
situation ombarrassante. Gouvcrncmont. russe envoie troupes eontre mix nil noin d un 
[euplo tyrannise depuis sieclos, versant son sang pour sa libcrte. Nous protestons 
energiipiemont • levant nionde civilise eontre violation nos droits nutionaux, et, atm 
eviter complications plus graves avonir, nous prions representants noble pcuple anglais 
nous vouir on aide pour fa ire rotiror plus tot possible troupes etrangores notre pays et 
einpocher intervention Gouvernement russe nos alfaires interieures. 
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[26704] No. 171. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(Trf^nraluQ P. Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 

YESTERDAY the Shah’s troops continued intermittently to bombard the town, 
without, however, causing any damage of a serious character. 

In town, the royalist resistance had come practically to an end last night, and nego¬ 
tiations for the surrender of the Cossacks were proceeding between Colonel Liakhow 
and the nationalist leaders. . 

So far ns I know, persons and property of foreigners have not suffered, apart from 
the looting by roughs of a British house and the insignificant damage caused by artillery 


[267051 No. 175. 

Sir G. liurclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

fTeJcgmp/iic.) 1*. Gulaltek, July 15, 1009. 

1 LEARN, very confidentially, from my Russian colleague, that a telegram, 
urgently begging that Russian troops may lie sent to Tehran, has been addressed to the 
Minister of Finance at St. Petersburg]! by the manager of the Russian Bank. 

M. Subline shares my belief that there is no need for troops at preseut, and were 
they to advance at this juncture, the strong anti-Russian feeling now prevalent in 
Persia would only lie increased. 


[267581 No. 08- 

Sir (I. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 

SillRAZ situation. ..... 

I learn from 11 is Majesty's consul that, a great improvement m the situation has 
resulted from the announcement of Zil-es-Sultan's appointment. 

Reference is to my telegram No. 5(17 ol the 18th July. 


[267731 


No. 177. 


Sir (I. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 15.) 


(No. 57S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . 

PERSIAN Cossacks have now received orders trom 


Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 
Colonel Liakhow to cease 


firing. Meanwhile, in the immediate neighbourhood of the British legation, the royalist 
Bnkhtiuri are still lighting with the. ledai. , 

Some 200 Armenians have taken refuge in the legation, and a number ot wounded 
comluituuts are receiving medical aid in the main building. 

Including both killed and wounded on both sides, the casualties up to the preseut 
do not probably amount to more than sixty or seventy. 


[26765] N °- l73 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 

'fills morning one of the legation gholanis, while standing at the main gate ot the 
location in town, was seriously though not dangerously wounded. 
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[26769] No. 178. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 580.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 

WITH reference to conversation held between Zil-es-Sultan and His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Vienna, reported in the latter's telegram No. 1*15 of the 13th July, I beg 
to state that the complaint formulated by His Imperial Highness, “that the British 
Government had not carried out its undertaking to protect bis property,” referred to 
the raiding by tribesmen of certain villages in the neighbourhood of Ispahan. As soon 
as l was acquainted with this matter I did all in my power to induce the Government 
to restrain the tribesmen. 

By this action it seems to me that I more than fully carried out our guarantee, 
which, in my estimation, only covers cases of spoliation by the Shall or his Govern¬ 
ment. If it is intended that our guarantee should also cover pillaging by-,tribesmen, 
please instruct me, when l would make a claim against them, through the local govern¬ 
ment ; hut if this is to be done, the amount of the damages must be notified to me. 


[26775] No. 180. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 581.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 

THE manager of the Russian Bank has, M. Sabline tells me, just visited him, and 
pressed him most energetically to bring on to Tehran the Russian troops now at 
Kazvin. Although my Russian colleague is still of .opinion that there is no need to 
Bununou these troops, such strong pressure has been brought to bear ini him that lie 
feels that his Government must lie left the responsibility of a deeision. He has 
telegraphed asking that if it is decided to comply with the bank manager’s urgent 
request, the St. Petersburg)! authorities may issue the necessary orders. Hu suggests 
that If any troops are sent the Russian Bank should have a guard of fifty men. 

The two legations have received a telegram from the popular leaders, to the 
effect that the Russian Bank premises are being used for hostilities by the Royalist 
troops. 

Doe cannot, of course, answer for its safety if this story is true. But I consider 
that so long us no improper use is made of it, it is as likely to be immune from attack 
us our legation. The guard, which I think consists of twenty-live men, should be able 
to prevent it being used for such purposes. Although my Russian colleague places 
no credit in this statement, lie is nevertheless bringing it before the notice of the 
manager. 

1 hear Hint there is still a great deal of firing in town, but I have not lately 
received any reliable information. 


[266281 No. 181. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. - Baku, July In, 1909. 

LAST night all available mcn-of-wnr of Caspian flotilla left hero for Persian 
waters. 


126762] No. 1£2. 

Mr. O'Htime lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 1 0 .) 

(No. 

(Telegraphic;} R. St. Petertthuryh , July 15, 1909. 

ZIL-ES-SULTAN. 

Russian (iovernment inform me that they agree with 11 is Majesty's < iovoruniont 
tliat tin- Prince's return to Shiraz would contribute to the pacification of Karsistan and 
coucur in proposal to allow his Highness to return via Bushin*. 

[10G5] 2 A 
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Russian Ambassador at Vienna has been instructed to make an identic com¬ 
munication in this sense to Zil-es-Sultan in concert with His Majesty’s Ambassador. 
(Sent to Tehran.) 


[26763] No. 183. 

Mr. O'Beimc to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 360.) 

(Telegraphic.) It. St. Petersburgh, July 15, 1909. 

SHIRAZ. 

1 informed Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs of the substance of Tehran 
telegrams Nos. 559 and 560 [of the lltli July]. Russian Government agree to 
proposed steps to prevent arrival of Seyid Lari at Shiraz, and Russian charge* d'affaires 
has been instructed to telegraph necessary directions to Russian consulate at Shiraz. 
(Sent to Tehran.) 


[26764] No. 184. 

S/r F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 15.) 

(No. MG.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. ’ Vienna , July 15, 1909. 

Y< d'R telegram No. 265 of yesterday : Zil-es-Sultan. 

Instructions have reached the Russian Ambassador to inform the Zil-es-Sultan, in 
conjunction with me, that the governorship of Fare has been conferred on him, and to 
invite him to take the Bush ire route to that province. 

Ilis Excellency will not act until I have received instructions to associate myself 
with him in this action. • 

The* Zil-es-Sultan’s son left last night for Persia, having been given a laieacz- 
jHisney by the Russian Ambassador. A French newspaper correspondent accom¬ 
panied him, by name M. Anct. 


126621] No. 185. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(So. 009.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , July 15. 1909. 

AX< H.O-RrSSIAN co-operation in Persia: (see Tehran telegram No. 570 of 
to-day, and your telegram No. 357 of yesterday). 

Hi'* Majesty’s Government arc fully conscious of the moderation and restraint 
which Russia has observed, and fully understand the difficulties of their position in 
regard i-> Persia. The best, impression possible will In* created in this country if there 
is no interf'-ivnee between the rival parties at Tehran, and if they are allowed to settle 
their t|iiarrel independently. 

Russian attitude makes it much easier for us to work frankly and loyally together, 
and you unit assure M. Isvolsky that his conduct strengthens our desire to co-operate 
with him. 


[ 25611| No. I8G. 

Sir till ward (in'a In sir (i. Lowther, 

(No. 101.1 

(Telegraphic.) I\ horriljn Office, July 15, 1009. 

Ill'.SSI AX troops io [Vrsiu. 

In c mmclion vviili your telegram No. tNlS „| ,1 11}i July, you may send 
instruct ions to Ilis Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad to explain‘to tho ulema the 
exact purpose for which Hossitm troops have been sent, and the restrictions which 
Hussion I iovernimiiit have placed upon thorn, lit making these explanations, ho 
should avoi, | expressing any opinion as to the reliability of the assurances given 1))’ 
Husain with regard to the action of their troops. 
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[26768] No - 187 - 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received July 15.) 

(Confidential.) Admiralty, July 15, 1909. 

j AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
tho information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
the 14th instant, to the commander-in-chief, East Indies. 

I am, &c. 

C. I. THOMAS. 


Inclosnro in No. 187. 

Admiralty to Commander-in-chief, East Indies. 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Admiralty, July 14, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 108, if British consul-general at Buslnre, after consultation 
with Ilis Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, and consul at Shiraz, asks for assistance of a 
naval force with ‘maxim gun, the senior naval officer, Persian Omlf, is authorized to 
comply, but unless tbe concurrence of the Minister is obtained, no stops will be taken 
by the two consular officers. Foreign Office concur in above. 


[26822] No- '88. 

Sir <1. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July Hi.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 10, 1909. 

PLEASE sec my telegram No. 581 of yesterday. . 

I hope most earnestly that the hank manager’s application for protection will be 
rejected by the Russian Government. The arrival of Russian t mops might at the 
present juncture ilo much harm, and could certainly do no good. The risk of accident 
to which foreigners are now exposed could not he warded off by their dispatch, and, in 
comparison with the danger of still further aggravating the prevalent anti-Russian 
feeling, the possibility of excesses at a later stage is a negligible quantity. 


[26823! No- 189. 

Sir G. liarrlay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(No. 583.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guiahck, July 10, 1909. 

THE Shall is exported at any moment to follow his wife, who lias just sought 
refuge at the Russian Legation. 

Four sowars of the legation guard liax-e been dispatched lo form part of the 
combined guard for Ilis Majesty at the Russian Legation. 


! 26824) No. 190. 

Sir G. liarrlay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received .Inly 10.) 

(No. 58 k) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July Hi, 1909. 

IMS Majesty ims now arrived at the Russian Legation, where lie lias taken refuge. 
Serious fighting, 1 regret to say, is still in progress in Tehran. 

We have sent the two dragomans to town with instructions to endeavour to arrange 
terms between tin- Cossacks and the Nationalist leaders. 















92 


[26882J No. 191. 

Sir Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1G.) 

(No. 585.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 1G, 1909. 

1 IIAVIC received the following telegram, No. 712, from Busliire .— 

“ To-day I received a visit from the Karguzar, who informed me, on behalf of 
the Anjtiman, that their intention was not properly expressed by their last letter. 
They have, it appears, no desire to take over all the various departments of Govern¬ 
ment. Imt merely wish to satisfy themselves that, pending the present unsettled state 
of things, no part of the customs receipts shall be sent to Tehran. 

" They propose either: (1) that 30,000 tomans monthly from the customs receipts 
shall be handed over to the consulate-general; or (2) that tiie entire net receipts of the 
Busbire customs (including probably Lingah and Bunder Abbas) shall be paid into, 
and retained at, the Imperial Bank until such time as order is restored, and constitu¬ 
tional government established at the capital." 

I have authorised Major Cox to accept the latter alternative, provided that he cau 
ensure that no part of the sums thus deposited at the bank be improperly withdrawn. 


126883] No. 192. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July Hi.) 

(No. 5S0.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Gulahek, July 1(1, 1909. 

I l.KAItN from M. Sabliuo that the Shah has addressed a telegram to the Czar to 
the effect that:— 

“ Following the advice of the two (lovermnents, he had granted the con¬ 
stitution, lull the anarchist movement from Constantinople, Kerbela, Tabreez, and 
Tehran had plunged bis country into disorder, and he had had to seek the protection 
of His Imperial Majesty's powerful Hag. 

“lie counted on His Imperial Majesty’s support for himself, his family, and his 
country, and would await 11b Imperial Majesty’s gracious counsels.” 


126884! 


Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July lti.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Gulahek, July Hi, 1909. 

WITH reference lo my telegram No. 575 of the 15th duly, regarding the 
negotiations for the surrender of the Cossack brigade, it was not evident, from the 
terms which the Sardars had expressed their willingness to accord, whether the entire 
brigade, together with its Russian officers, was to be kept up. I was asked by my 
Russian colleague to give him my support in earnestly requesting the continuation of 
the employment of the officers. To this 1 agreed, and the following promise was given 
by the Sardars lo Mr. Churchill and M. Muranowsky :— 

‘ We, the undersigned, temporary chiefs of the Persian Government and nation, 
hereby declare that the Cossack brigade remains temporarily as before under the 
orders of Colonel l.iukholf on condition that lie is completely under the orders of the 
Minister of War, who will to-day he appointed." 


Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky will take this document and inform Colonel 
l.iakholl of its contents. Colonel l.iukholf is requested by the Sardars to go to 
Bahiiristan- their head-quarters--whither he will he accompanied by Sardar Assad’s 
brother and an escort of tin- Hakhiiari. 

As soon as the Shah was under the joint protection of England and Russia at the 
latter s legation, the two legations immediately notified the Sardars of this bv 
telegraph. 


According to information received from Tehran, the lighting there has nearly 
ceased I here is, however, still a little skirmishing in the neighbourhood of the 
legation ; hut this, it is thought, will linish almost immediately. 


[26885] 
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No. 194. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 16.) 

(£°- ®flL •, P Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 

° TOE refugees at the Russian Legation now include NaibiurSultaiieh, Anur 
Bahadur Jang and a few palace favourites, in addition to Mohamed All and his wife. 
In Tirguendeh village some 800 troops and retainers are encamped. 

In this legation there are now Saad-ed-Dowleh and Mukhtar-ed-Dow e 1 . 


[26886] No - l95 ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1G.) 

389 -| - , „ Gulahek, July 1C, 1909. 

( ThAVE not yet received a reply from His Majesty’s consul-generall at Bagdad asto 
the alleged departure of the ulema for Persia, to which I referred in my telegram 

N °' Itwould'perbaps'be well to instruct Colonel Ramsay to impress on the ulema that 
the Russian troops were not sent to Persia for the purpose of intervention, that the 
rival Persian factions have, indeed, been allowed to fight out their differences without 

th'Lowther’s telegram No. 23S, to which you refer in your telegram No. 373 
of the 15th July, has not yet reached me. 


[ 26887 ] No ’ 1SU ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , _ Gulahek, July U, im. 

CoIonei e Lhffikow, who was escorted to Bnliaristan by Sardar Assad’s brother and 
the dragomans of the two legations, has placed himself under the orders of S.pabdar, 
whom a Nationalist Committee lms elected Minister ot W nr. 

It has been decided by the committee that a proclamation to the elleet that 
Mohamad Ali Shah has abdicated shall he issued. . , .. . 

’file cessation of hostilities is complete, and the Cossacks and 1‘edais are begirim ig 

t0 ri ?omitted to mention in my telegram of this morning that the Valial.d and his 

' 1 1 1 Nil-.' < ini iv-hill 11 \vi»s told confidentially by Sardar Assad that the intention ol the 
Nationalist party was to place the Valialid on Mohamad Alls throne. 


[26878] 


No. 197. 


Mr. O’lleirne to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received July Hi.) 
a p St. Petersburgh, July 10, 1909. 

ee YOUlT telegram No. 909 of the 15th July. . . 

1 law M Isvolsky this morning and I read to him your telegram above-mentioned, 
containing expression's of your gratification at .lie pahcjyo restraint followed > 
Russian Government in connection with recent occurrences in c .. 


\ Reuter telegram, which bis Excellency had just received, stated that the Shall 
had sougl refuge in the Russian Legation. M. Isvolsky Aid that h.s Government had 
ncverwbhed ^support the Shah although they had Ih^Tt ohi mo 


“blMlTJ^r^'‘ti:;;; , ii'U, JsucmshM in keeping order But 
Russia would be obliged to take the steps necessary to OTQteot. her tntereets . 
appeared that the Persian Government wore incapable of maintaining tranquillity 











[26867] 


No. 198. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 


(No. 242.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TU ltd O-PE RSI AN frontier. 


Constantinople, July 16, 1909. 


Our communication of the 13th instant seems to have produced a considerable 
impression on both the Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and a reply 
lias been prepared by the former. They declare that the Porte have no desire to do 
more than protect their own subjects, and disclaim any intention of seeking territorial 
aggrandisement in Persia, though their sympathies are naturally on the side of the 
Nationalists. A commission will be dispatched to make enquiry into the alleged 
irregularities, and to withdraw Ottoman protection where it is found to have been 
improperly given. The Ottoman consul at Urumiah has l>con changed. 


T26769I No. 199. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 374.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 

YOU are right in your interpretation of guarantee to protect Zil-es-Sul tan’s 
property (see your telegram No. 580 of the 15th July). The guarantee only refers to 
damage done by Persian Government or by the Shah. 


[26878] No. 200. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirnc. 

(No. 919.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office , July 16, 1909. 

NK\Y Government in Porsin. 

Mis Majesty’s Government will follow the same course as that of M. Isvolsky, 
mentioned in your telegram No. 361 of to-dav, as regards recognition. You should 
inform Minister for Foreign AtTairs of this, and say that wo will consult with him 
before finally recognising whatever Government is created. 


126764] No. 201. 

Sir Etlward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 

\ No. 208.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 

ZII.-F.S-SI T LT.\N’S return to Persia. 

You arc* authorized to act with your Russian colleague in making the communi¬ 
cation referred to in vour telegram No. 146 of the 15th July, and Mr. O’Beirno’s 
telegram No. 559 of the same date. 


[26769 ) No. 202. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwriaht. 

(No 270.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Foreign Oti-ce , July 10, 1909. 

GI’ARANTEE of property of Zil-os-Sultan. 

You should assure tin* Zil that His Majesty’s Government will continue to look 
after !ii> interests iti Persia, and explain to him in a friendly manner the exact extent 
of the guarantee which we have given. You may add that, if it is of the action of 
tribesmen that His Imperial Highness is complaining, His Majesty’s representative at 
Tehran has more than carried out the terms of the guarantee. 
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[26837] No. 203. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received July 16.) 

Sir, ^ Winchester House, Old Broad Street, Ijondon, July 16, 1909. 

NOW that this company has undertaken the development of the supposed oil 
fields of Persia, it has become necessary for it to arrange for an exhaustive geological 
survey. 

Preparatory to this, however, a detailed and reliable topographical survey is 
necessary, and I cannot find that anything of the kind has ever yet been made. 

In these circumstances 1 venture to ask you, firstly, whether there are in your 
Office any records of any such survey ; and, secondly, whether, if there are no such 
records, it is likely that the British Government or the Government of India would 
probably be willing to co-operate in such a survey. 

I do not know whether either of the Governments is anxious for a reliable and 
detailed topographical survey of Western, or of any part of, Persia, but if cither is, or 
both are, I should be grateful for an opportunity of laying before you a scheme. 

Speaking generally, it would take the form of Government’s supplying an oflicer 
to do the triangulatiou, and to connect up the country to be surveyed with points 
already fixed on the Persian Gulf. Tills could obviously be done much more quickly 
and easily by an officer of the Indian Survey, who would have at his disposal the records 
of the mapping already done along the Gulf of Persia. The details would then bo 
filled in by this company’s surveyors, who would in turn be followed by geologists 
employed by this company, and all our maps would of course be at once made available 
to the Government 

As it is necessary for us to proceed with the survey of a section of country in the 
neighbourhood of Shuster during the coining cold weather, I take the liberty of begging 
for your early consideration of the question. 

1 have, &c. 

C. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[26758] No. 204. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

urrmn Foreign Office, July 10, 1909. 

'Will reference to my letter of tho 14th instant, relative to the state of affairs at 
•Jura/, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to a 
further telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, His Majesty’s consul at that 
place reports a great improvement in the situation since the publication of the news of 
tlie Zd-es-Sultan’s appointment as governor-general of Fare. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLKT. 


[268911 No. 205. 

Count Benchendorffi to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 

fn Ambassade de Russie, Londres, 

tmer Sir Edward, _ ... juillet, 1909. 

M. IS'OLSKY me t(Megrapliio d’urgeneo qu’il redoute quelque divergence 
«appreciation entre nos repr&ontants a Teheran mi sujet de rintorpnStation dos 
instructions qu’ils out reyues on 1907 pour lc cas oil le Scliuh premlrait “bast.” 
. Isvolsky, dans un telegramme a M Sablino, vient de confirmer l’essehco de ees 
instructions. II vous sera it Ires oblige do vouloir bion on faire autant. 

Je joins unc traduction du telegramme a M. Subline. 

Sinceremont a vous, 

BKNCKENDORFF. 
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Incloaure in No. 205. 

M. Isvolsky to Count Renckendorff. 

(T61£graphique.) , . 

•IE telegrnphio a M. Sabline, an mijct dcs instructions de 

1. Observer la noutralite la plus stride dans les luttes eutro le Scbah et son 

pi upk ^ re f use r " bast” au Scbah s’il le reclame et si, on le lui accordant, la vie 
dc pereonne d’autro n’est mise en danger; ., „ . , 

3. No donner en aucun oas lieu an soup^on quo le bast accorde au Scnan 
constituo uu appui qni lui serait accorde contre l'Assemblde, et ne pas perdre de vue 
que lo “ l)ast ” est accord^ au Scliali coniine & tout autre Persan daus les uiemes 
circonstances; , , i 

1. Pour le cas oil le Scbah se verrait force de quitter la Perse une gardo anglo- 
msse lui cat denude jusqu'fi la frontiere; . . 

r>. Si le Scbah se refugie dans la legation do Russie, c est a celle-ci a demander 
l’onvoi <rune escorto anglaise a la legation ; si cost dans la Legation britannique que 
le Kebab eliorebe refuge, celle-ci demandora de lui envoycr une escorto russe. La 
legation nil le Selmli aura pris “ bast ” arboreta les pavilions dcs deux Puissances. 


Sir G. liarctay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 17, 1909. 

MY Russian colleague, it appears, has apprehensions that the provisional 
Government may place Zil-es-Sultan on the throne. 

Such a selection, be writes me, would make M Isvolsky’s position intolerable, 
bringing him into violent conflict with Russian public opinion, and might even tie a 
HeriouH menace to our entente. 

This location will, I have clearly pointed out to him,.neither recommend nor 
ojVposo any oandidaio, unless instructed to the contrary by His Majesty s (lovernment. 
M. Sabline promises that Ids legation's attitude will be identical. 

We cannot altogether exclude the possibility of Zil-es-Sultan s selection, though 
this is not the most probable contingency. 


Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 

(No. 592.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gulahek, July 17, 1909. 

EARLY t.liiH morning the two legations received the following telegram From tin* 
two nationalist leaders :— 

(U.) “According to a resolution taken at an extraordinary.meeting held to-day 
at tin* llaharistaii, it is iii'ce^ary that a deputation on hehalt ol the above-mentioned 
Assembly M>\M !>•• received by llis Majesty Prince Mohamed Ali to announce a change 
of Sovereign. . 

As llis Majesty for his personal safety is at present in refuge in the Russian 
legation under the protection ot the two Groat Powers, Great Britain .and Russia, we 
request your Excellencies to appoint an hour during to-inorrow at which llis Majesty 
can receive the above-mentioned deputation, and to inform ns, for which we will lw 
obliged." 

This message was communicated to the Shall by my Russian colleague. HR 
Majesty was already aware that, at a meeting held yesterday at BahansUui, the 
Valiahd had been chosen to succeed him, this decision having been announced last night 
informally. 

Roth Molmnied \li and his consort are most reluctant to part with their elder son, 
although they would accept a separation from the younger. 

i he Shah proposed to M. Sabline, at the end of a long and distressing interview, 
that the Valiahd should ascend the throne, but that he should he allowed to travel 
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abroad for some time with his mother, or, if this arrangement be inadmissible, that the 
vounger brother should be proclaimed. ... , 

His Majesty requested the two representatives to reply to the nationalist leaders 
that His Majesty declined to receive any deputation, and declared that he had already 
•lUlicated bv leaving Sultan-et-abad for the Russian legation. . 

My Russian colleague and I replied to the nationalist leaders as desired, hut did 
not mention His Majesty’s views as regards the succession. His first alternative 
proposal would certainly not l)e accepted by the nationalists, and the second he might 
himself wish later to withdraw. Ex-Shah’s consort kept appearing in the doorway 
during the audience, and it was doubtless her tears which influenced His Majesty in 
the proposals he put forward. 


(No. 593.) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 17, 1909. 

TEHRAN is now quiet. The nationalist soldiery are fraternising with the 1 ursian 

Could you warn the “ Daily Telegraph ” that the reports sent to them by their 
local correspondent are greatly exaggerated. 

1 am hinting to this gentleman to be more careful in future. 


Mr. O’Beiine to Sir Edward Grey. (Received .Inly 17.) 

Telegrapliic.) P. Pdersburyh July 17,1909. 

SIR G. BARCLAY’S telegrams No. 581 of the loth July and No. oS2 of the 
lfitli July. 

Dispatch of force for protection of Russian Bank. . 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has gone to Pcterkof this evening hut I have written 
to him laying the views contained in Kir i.i. Barclay’s telegrams before his Excellency. 
1 have also said that I could not imagine that hostilities would last long now that the 
Shah was in “ Bast” in the Russian Legation. 


Sir E. Cartwriijlil lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 17, 1909. 

SITUATION in Persia. 

This morning the Russian Ambassador and I called on the Zil-os-Sultan and had 
a long conversation with him. His Highness was informed of his appointment to the 
governorship of Eursislan ami of the desire of our two (lovonnnents that he would go 
by way of Mite in proceeding to his province. 

On the ground that a long sen voyage was impossible in view of bis health, 
Zil-es-Snltan declined to fall in with this suggestion. But for this refusal there are 
also other grounds, and he is not desirous of the post to which he is named. He said 
tin- establishment of his Government last time lie was made governor of Ears had cost 
liim 30,000/., and then lie hail been overthrown and obliged to go to Europe after three 
mouths. Under the existing circumstances he could not hope for any success in 
governing the province: ho did not wish mid he had not the means lo begin the work 
again. Whilst there was no Shah, no Regent, not even a parliament at the capital, and 
whilst Persia was in a state of anarchy lie could not lie expected to govern well having 
no money and no armed force, llis one wish was to assist, if called iipou to do so. in 
maintaining the integrity of Persia, guided, of course, by the two Powers. He might, 
il lie hail wished, have caused the overthrow of the Shah when he was dismissed from 
his post, Imt lie had no intention of intriguing to make himself Regent or Shah: it 
was for Russia and England lo settle those questions, lie pleaded earnestly to he 
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permitted to go home to Ispahan : this was all he asked for now, and lie gave us his 
word that, without the Russian and British consuls’ approval, he would do nothing 
there. 

'Phe Prince suggested that he might go to Kasvin and thence, without going to the 
capital, proceed direct to Ispahan, and lie gave us a solemn promise he would not, 
without, our Governments’ consent, proceed to Tehran. He was, moreover, ready to go 
to St. Petersburgh and London, should it be desired, in order to give assurances of his 
peaceful intentions. He was even ready to renounce all the rights of Persian princes 
both for himself and his family. To end his life at his home and in peace was all he 
begged. 

Zil-es-Sultan is anxious to know as soon as possible the decision of the two 
Governments as to his return, and he will stay within call of Vienna in the meantime. 
Being unwilling to he obliged to explain his views again to others he particularly asks 
that any messages for him should he made through the Russian Ambassador and 
myself. 


[27007] No. 211. 

Sir E. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 

(No. 149.) 

(Telegraphic.) I'. Vienna , July 17, 1909. 

WI TH reference to your telegram No. 270 of yesterday. Persia. 

'Phis morning I saw the Zil-es-Sultan and told him he could count on receiving 
the same protection as had always been given him by IIis Majesty’s Government, and 
I told him what had been done for the protection of bis property by Mis Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran. 'Phis seemed to please him very much. 

The Prince was at pains to give the Russian Ambassador to understand that he 
entirely approved of the Anglo-Russian agreement and to assure him that his own 
feelings towards Russia were quite loyal. 

Zil-es-Sultan said that, as tin? Persian representative here had now no means of 
communication with Tehran, he would be glad if I might inform him of the principal 
events taking place then;. 


1269981 No. 212. 

Consul-General Carlo Sir Edwaid (itry. (Received July 17.) 

(No.805.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire , July 17, 1909. 

OIL company and Sheikh of Mohammerah have at length reached an agreement, 
terms «»f which company’s agent and I consider reasonable ami satisfactory. All the 
essential conditions an* preserved, while a few of the less important details have been 
altered. I found it necessary to give ilie separate and coulidential assurance with 
regard to reversion, which Sir G. Barclay suggested in his telegram No. 400 of the 
11 ill dime. The agreement was ultimately concluded after several days’ negotiations. 

10.050/. should In- ready at Mohammerah within the next few days, and the sheikh 
agrees to the com I it ions which the Government have attached to the loan, and asks 
that, instead of tin* advance being in bank draft, may Ik* made in gold. Meanwhile he 
undertakes to obtain an endorsement of the agreement from the tribal elders. 

I submit that it would be advisable for Mis Majesty’s Government to recommend 
the company to keep the execution and details of the agreement quiet Tor the present, 
and not to begin overt operations at Mohammerah until events have settled down at 
Tehran. Sheikh is most anxious that they should ad in this manner, as he is afraid 
that, through having executed an agreement with a foreign company, he will incur the 
hostility of the I lema and of the nationalist leaders. 


[26886] 
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No. 213. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 3S0.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 

START of Ulema for Persia. See my telegram No. 373 of the 15th July, which 
repeated telegram No. 404 of tlio 15th July to Constautinople. 

Communication which Ilis Majesty’s consul-general was authorised to make to 
Ulema in above telegram covers same ground as the communication proposed in your 
telegram No. 589 of yesterday. I think it unnecessary to make any further 
communication. 

Please notice that my above-mentioned telegram repeated telegram No. 404 to, 
not from, Sir G. Lowtlier. 


[27456] No. 214. 

•Sir Howard (free to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 383.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 

SEE my telegram No. 373 of the 15th July. 

Ilis Majesty’s consul-general was authorised iu above telegram to make communi¬ 
cation to ulema on the subject of their start for Persia. This communication is 
practically tlio same as that proposed in your telegram No. 589 of yostorday, and 
therefore it does not seem necessary to make any further communication. 

Telegram No. 401 was sent to, not received from, Constantinople. 


[26511] No. 215. 

Sir liilumrd Grey to Count Benckendorff. 

SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and, 
with reference to his letter of yesterday to his Excellency, 0 has the honour to inform 
him that His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad has been authorised by telegraph to 
explain to the I lema of Nejef and Kerhela the objects and limitations of the action in 
Northern Persia of the Russian troops, of whose presence they have complained. 

Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 


[21110] No. 210. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 

WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 27th April to Mr. D’Arey, relative 
to the working of the oilfields in South-Western Porsia, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for your confidential information, copy 
of a despatch from Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,t relative to the difficulty which 
lately arose between Ilis Majesty’s consul at Alnvaz and the manager of the (’oncessious 
Syndicate. 

f am to inform you that Sir E. Grey concurs in the recommendations made by 
Sir G. Barclay as to tile nature of the instructions with which it would ho desirable to 
furnish the manager, with a view to facilitate tlio smooth working of his relations with 
His Majesty's consul. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


Not priutod. 


| Pari XVIll, No. 602. 






100 


[27002J 


No. 217. 


Sir G. Barclay ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 


(No. 594.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

[ HAVE addressed the following telegram 


Gulahek, July 18, 1909. 
|No. 14 to Ilis Majesty’s consul at 


Kcrmaushah:— 


“ You should make a communication to Daoud Khan in the following sense : 

‘“Although you regret that the men have taken bast without your permission, it 
would not he. compatible with civilised usages to surrender them without obtaining 
guarantees for their lives once that they have taken refuge in the consulate. 11 be 
carries out his threat of putting the town to plunder foreign intervention maj result, 
in which case the whole responsibility will fall on lura personally. 

“ Should it, however, appear to. von that to surrender the men is the only way of 
averting the threatened pillage, you should give them up to the Governor, who, 
however small his real authority may bo, is responsible for the preservationt of <order 
and consequently obliged, if you request linn to do so, to take over the bastis from 
you.*’ 


.Sir G. Barclay la dir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 18,1909. 

SITUATION at Tehran. 

| sipabdar and Sardar Assad, the Ministers of War and of the Interior, issued 

I yosterdav a proclnnial ..the effect that Mohanied Ah Shah has voluntarily abdicated, 

and (bat an extraordinary grand council, convened on the 10th July a t Hahanstau, has 

1 "appointed ” Sultan Ain.. Mir/.a Valiahd as Shah of Persia: Pending the convoca- 

: lion of Parliament, AvSid-uI-Mnlk, head of the Kajar tribe, is to exercise the functions 
I J of liogent. 


[27004J No. 

Sir G. liurclay to Sir Edward fitey.—(Received July lb.) 

flcgmiiic.) P. Gulahek, July 18, 1909. 

THE circumstances in which I sent the instructions to Ills Majesty s acting consul 
at Kcrmaushah, reported in my telegram No. 594 of last night, were as follows : 

After a faction tight three men of the defeated side took refuge in the grounds of 
the consulate without Captain Crossle’s permission. The chief of the Kallior tribe, 
Daoud Khan, hail entered the town and threatened that, unless Ills Majesty s consul 
surrendered the men unconditionally, lie would pillage Ivermanshab. 


[27005] No. 220. 

S'i. (; Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July Is.) 

(No. 597.) 

(Telegraphies)' P. Gulahek, July 18, 1909. 

TilK valiahd is this morning proceeding to Sultauatabad, where he will be 
received as Shah by a deputation of the extraordinary grand council. A combined 
guard, furnished by the two legations, will accompany him to Sultauatabad. After his 
arrival there he will no longer he under Anglo-Itussiou protection, aud the guard will 

then leave him. . 

The deputation has designated another palace for Ills Majesty s residence, to which 
they will themselves escort him. 
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Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Firami, July -18, 1909. 

RUSSIAN Ambassador and I have just received a message from the Zil-es-bultan 
to the following effect:— 

Official confirmation of tlio Shah’s dethronement, the succession of his son, and a 
temporary regency lias reached the Zil by telegraph from Persia, fhe situation with 
regard to himself is thus changed, and he now appeals urgontly for permission to 
return to the capital. Now, if he should go to Ispahan via Kasvin and avoid lcliran 
he would be looked upon by the Nationalists as showing disapproval of what has taken 
place, and by the new Shull’s peoplo as a dissatisfied pretender; thus ho would not- he 
left in peace" at homo. lie promises to remain in Tehran a few days only, but ho must 
TO there in order to do homage to his nephew. 

As to boing Governor of Farsistan, whilst under the late regime he could not have 
accepted the post, now he would, perhaps, undertake this thankless and difficult task, 
provided that the two Powers give him a pledge that without their consent he would 
not afterwards be removed from the post. 

This last part of tlio aliovo message has been made only to me and not to Russian 
Ambassador, who therefore says lie will not montion it in telegraphing to his 
Government. 

The following is confidential:— 

The Prince made a very urgent personal appeal to me that I would remind you of 
the loyalty he lias—under circumstances occasionally very trying-—shown to Great 
Britain, lie appeals to llis Majesty’s Government, in consideration of the support 
given several times to their interests, to help him to return to Porsia as soon as 
passible, aud ho promises to act always under tlio advise of the two Powers. 

I gather tlio Prince’s opinion to bo that the temporary regent, having no experience 
of government, cannot remain long. . . 

Until an answer is received to this message the Zil-es-Sultan has promised to stay 
in Vienna. 


Consul-General Co .r ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 3. Confidential.) 

Sir, Bushin’, June 27, 1909, 

BY direction of His Majesty’s Minister I have the honour to submit copy of a 
report furnished to him on the subject of the attitude of the German vice-coiisulati- in 
connection with the recent disturbances at Bnshire, together with a copy of my despatch 
(27tli June, 1009) giving cover thereto. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resilient in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty’s Consul- 
General for Ears, Hfc. 


Inelosurc 1 in No. 222. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 3(1.) 

Sir, Bushire, June 27, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 113 dated the 5th May, 1909, 1 have the 
honour to place before you a roport "ii the subject of the efforts, real or alleged, of the 
German vice-consulate during the course of the disturbances which were in progress 
in Busline from the end of March until recently, to pull strings in directions 
calculated to embarrass us and to render our task more difficult than it need 
have been. 

1 much regret that, owing to the pressure of constant petty interruptions upon my 
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time, <lue to the: unsettled condition of things prevailing, and also owing to the calls of 
urgent work unconnected with Bushire, I have been unable to complete and submit this 
rcjKJrt before. . . . 

Finding the material too unwieldy to lx; dealt with satisfactorily m the space ot a 
single despatch, I have had to resort to the alternative of submitting separate notes 
on llilie-rent phases of the subject. A list of those miles accompanies, and I think 
that for the most part they may he best left to speak for themselves. It is 
necessary, however, that I should touch briefly on two or three salient points of the 
report. 

Firstly, the alleged demand made to the Anjuman by Seyyid Murteza for a 
guarantor of mm-molestation from the British residency through the German consulate. 

In my opinion the accuracy of the original repott in this connection is placed 
beyond doubt; the statement of the residency's head nninchi, Khan Sahel) Mulla 
Ahmed, who was himself present, 1 icing entirely borne out by three of the leading men 
of the local Anjunmu, it was thought superfluous to ask any more. I he first, Ilaji 
Mirza (lliulam Hussein Kazcruni, is a Persian merchant and banker of repute, and the 
individual accepted by the leaders of the popular party and mvselt as being ne-st fitting 
agency (next to the Imperial Bank, to which the Nationalists would not agree) to have 
the custody of the customs receipts pending Settlement of the customs question with us. 
Tie- : .v..nd, Ilaji Rais-ut-Tujjar, chief of the Persian merchants, as his name implies, 
and agent for Messrs. Sassoon, h also a merchant whose word in such a matter is alxive 
suspicion. Thirdly, the mir penj, or commandant of the Clmhar Malml Regiment of 
Persian regulars, who was at t he time acting in the public interests as <le facto governor 
of the town. 

Secondly, the question of the German war-ship asked for or expected in these 
waters. 

In this connection I venture to explain that 1 had from the first lmd apprehensions 
on this score, as I think will 1m- apparent from the tenon r of the several telegrams, of 
which 1 append copies for convenience of reference. When in the course of these 
messages I referred to “ foreign representatives,” it was always Germany’s consulate 
which was primarily in my thoughts. 

From the nature of our relations with France and Russia 1 could he practically 
sure that they would do nothing without consulting Mis Majesty’s Government fully, 
while I had equally reasonable grounds for believing that the situation might easily 
afTord Germany an” opportunity for asserting herself in the Gulf, which she might bo 
loth to let slip. 

Lastly, the question of the quotation of any of this material to the Gorman legation 
or (lovernnieiit. 

1 1 is difficult for me to detach myself sufficiently from my surroundings to form 
a reliable and unbiassed estimate of tlio collective value of the material that I now 
submit As far as I can do so, 1 can only say that it seems to me that while no one 
reading the jwipers could lay them down with any moral doubt us to the part played by 
employes of tIn* German consulate and firm, there hardly appears to lie satisfactory 
grounds for a demur to the German authorities, except possibly in regard to two points; 
firstly, the fa«-t that the Seyyid evidently did ask the Anjuman for an assurance of 
non-molestation from the British residency guaranteed bv the German consulate 
KpeciliculU, and would lmrdlv have don - so unless lie thought he had something to 
go up:*u : and. secondly, that the alleged appeal of the German vice-consulate at Bushire 
Ibr tin- despatch of a war-ship to Bushire. at the end of April or the ln-ginning of May, 
was clearly not justified by any existing circumstances, nor compatible with the attitude 
of their representatives on the spot ; and that such an apj dicat ion could not therefore 
have been free from ulterior motives. 

But I submit, with much deference, for your consideration, the view that, in any 
case, no object is to l«- gained by our making any communication of the kind to the 
(icrumit authorities, 

ll seems to me that the bona fides of t he German attitude is altogether compromised 
by the incident under rofereiu-e, namely, the telegraphic description by their vice-consul 
of the situation at Bushire as lieing most alarming when, in reality, there was not the 
least cause for alarm, and when tin* use of a German ship, if wanted at all, could only 
have been for the encouragement of Seyyid Murtezn in the belief that he need fear 
nothing from us as, if we attempted to coerce him, us Germany would intervene in his 
favour. 

It is dillicult to conceive any entirely innocent explanation of these inconsistencies, 
and if this view is admitted, then I urge that our best course is to take note of the fact 
and profit by the knowledge in future, while keeping our own counsel for the present 
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Moreover, locally, the difficult phase of the Bushire situation may he said to have 
passed with the exit of Seyyid Murteza from the stage, and the practical extinction of 
Seyyid Abdul Hussein of Lar, and it would seem convenient therefore to let the 
sleeping dog lie for the present, if that course is considered practicable. 

My idea, should you concur, would be that we should content ourselves by 
endeavouring to follow up the information we have obtained regarding the connection 
of the German firm’s broker and the mirza of the consulate with the illicit arms traffic. 
It is probable that further evidence will be obtainable at Muscat on this point, but to 
obtain it satisfactorily would entail a personal visit, whereas at present the political 
agent is away, and I myself see no likelihood of Ixung able to go there for some time. 

If we could obtain some uncontestable documentary evidence of the identification 
of these men with the arms traffic, such as we could produce to the German legation, 
the vice-consulate could hardly continue to employ the men anv longer; in any case, 
we should have good reason to object to his again being left in charge of their consulate 
and flying the German flag, as he did in 1907, when Dr. Listemaim was absent in 
Tehran. 

With these observations T beg to leave the matter in your hands. 

Owing to the extreme insecurity of the Shiraz post route at present, I hesitate to 
send these papers by it, and am therefore forwarding them via London, furnishing 
copies at the same time to His Majesty’s Secretary of Slate tor Foreign A flairs as 
desired by you. Should 1 shortly he able to proceed to Tehran, as I hope, I shall bring 
a copy of them with me. 

1 have, Ac. 

P. '/■>■ COX, Major, British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and Jlis Britannic Majesty’s Consul- 
General for Furs, Sfc. 


fnclosure 2 in No. 222. 

'telegrams connected with His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-Generals request for presence of 
British Cruiser at Bushire, March 1909. 

(!•) 

ON the 2Gth March I telegraphed to the captain of His Majesty’s cruiser “ Fox,” 
then at Hen jam or Bunder Abbas :— 

“ Your telegram of 25th. 

" Object of dispatch of vessel to Bushire is to reassure foreign residents and their 
Governments, Bn-sonc of ‘ Redbreast ' is hardly sufficient for this purpose. Gan you 
change place with lu-r? Coal has now been received.” 


( 2 .) 

Captain Hunt, of His Majesty's ship “ Fox,” replied on the 27th March 

| * Pox and ‘ Redbreast’ can exchange if it is absolutely necessary, hut this would 
interfere with naval programme. The presence of « Fox ’ out of gunshot distance from 
Bushire would not appear sound.” 


(3.) 

I replied to " Fox " on the 28th March, 1909 

" Your message of yesterday received. 

“ I he primary question, so far as Bushire is concerned, is not one of range or 
anuanu-nt, hut of numbers, especially white crew. I apprehend that presence of 
Redbreast' will not prove sufficient to keep foreign representatives reassured. Present 
question, is not so much one of absolute necessity, hut rather of policy ; hut I will 
communicate with Government and ascertain their wishes.” 
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Then on tho 20th March I telegraphed to His Majesty’s legation and the Govern¬ 
ment of India:— 

■■ p If, therefore, I am right in the belief that His Majesty’s Government 

have taken it upon themselves to afford protection to foreigners, and if they desire to 
give no excuse to foreign representatives to appty to their own Governments to take 
steps to ensure their safety, then it would be advisable that & cruiser should be sent 
here having a white crew of between 200 and 300 bluejackets. 

(A .)—Telegrams exchanged between Sir G. Barclay and Consul-General Cox, in which 
references are made to the attitude of the German Vice-Consulate in connection with 
the Disturbances at Bushire, March-May , 1009. 


Extract from Telegram (l 3 ) from Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay, Tehran (No. 71), 
and Foreign Department , Simla , dated March 29, 1909. 

Lastly, the news agents of the residency and of the Russian consulate report 
that the difficult attitude of the Seyyid in regard to customs is attributable to the 
influence of the German consulate. There is no specific evidence to this effect, but it is 
of course quite conceivable. 


Extract from Telegram (I 3 ) from Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay , Tehran (No. 88), 
and Foreign Department , Simla , dated April 9, 1909. 

1 have to-day received urgent representations from Russian, German, and Turkish 
representatives, and unless we intervene sufficiently to restore order, we shall greatly 
lose prestige. 


Extract train Telegram ( P) from Coniul-Ccneral Co.r to Sir G. Barclay, Tehran ( No. 1)9), 
amt Foreign Department , Simla , dated April 12, 1909. 

Be expulsion of Seyyid Murteza. 

In this matter my Russian colleague entirely agrees with me, and so 1 have no 
doubt de the representatives of France mid Turkey, i prefer not to consult the German 
consul on this subject for the present, as there is some reason to believe he has been 
encouraging Seyyid Murteza. 


Consul-General Cor to Sir G. Ilarclag. 

(No. 118.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1‘. May 1, 1909. 

i report the following with regard to the Iiushirc situation in corroboration ot 
previous references. Seyyid Murteza was interviewed yesterday by a deputation of four 
notables chosen by group of seventeen persons now representing Bushire community. 

They endeavoured to induce him to render an account of customs receipts appro¬ 
priated bv him. and to dismiss bis gang of “ tufangchis." A formal reply was given by 
i lie Scvyid to the deputation that, idle received a guarantee from the resident through 
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the Germau consulate that the force on land would be withdrawn within three days 
tie would comply. 

Addressed Minister. Repeated for information to India and Admiral.* 


Sir G. Barclay to Consul-General Cox. 

(No. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 1, 1909. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs lias directed me to request you to 
consult your German colleague with a view to affording any protection that lie may 
consider necessary to German subjects. 

Following is most confidential. The German consul reported the situation at 
Bushire as being most alarming and asked for a war-ship without delay.} The German 
Government are anxious to avoid anything which might arouse the susceptibilities of 
tlie British public, and are therefore not sending one. But at tho same time if the 
German Government formally asked His Majesty’s Government to protect German 
citizens,} German public opinion might tako it amiss. 

Therefore in full confidence that His Majesty's Government have both the mcaus 
and the will to deal with the situation and to pjptect all foreigners, they intend to 
refrain from taking any steps in reply to the German consul’s appeal. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 419.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , May 1, 1909. 

With reference to your No. 111, which has just been received. It is instructive 
to hear that the German consul applied for a war-ship. Seyyid Murteza’s proceedings 
have been tho entire cause of our troubles here, and there are good circumstantial 
grounds for believing that the German consulate has all along instigated him and given 
him support. 

Direct indications of this havo been reported by me to-day in a previous 
telegram. 

1 havo from the commencement of the disturbances always consulted my German 
colleague re guards for German subjects, and what lie asked mo for I have given. I 
may add that during the last two or three days it lias been given out by the German 
mirza that a German man-of-war had arrived at Muscat or was shortly about to. 


• i lift Excellency the naval commander-in-chief, Itoar-Ailmiral K. J. Slade, M.V.O., tail only left 
Bushire for Muscat on April 30, anti a. during his |irosenco in ijujbiro till! question of Gorman intrigue in 
cennectien with punsing events at Itushire hail luvii the subject of discusaton, I knew that ilia Excellency 
would Ini interested to receive this dciiuin- piece of news on arrival at Muscat.—I’. Z. C. 

t This telegram is dated May 1. if tho acting vice-consul for Germany reported that the situation 
was most alarming and tile presence of a German warship needed, tlint rujiort must clearly have Is-on 
urgent nod telegraphic, and therefore vwy recent Vet Dr. i.isteinami tlato vice-consul), Derr Wasnren 
(present acting vice-consul), ami Herr Krumpeter (agent for Woncklinus and vice-consul for Norway) had all 
expressed tho opinion tlmt since tho lauding of our bluejackets there had been no anxiety fur tint safety of 
foreigners. The Gorman consulate ltad all along thought tlmt they did not need any guard, though it 
was offered them; the guard that they bad asked for at M. Krumpetttr'a home they laid requestedahould 
Is- withdrawn, as being no longer necessary, on April 11. llnshire was considered by them so safe that 
Mrs. Krumpetur. who had been sent to liussurah for safety at the end of March or first days of April, had 
returned with her baby to their home in Dushire town. Itoth in word, writing, and action, tliu attitude of 
the German representative ou the «i»it had been such that any telegram reporting the situation '• most 
alarming" nail the need fur a German ship sunt ufter April 11 could only Imvo been sent with a disingenuous 
purpose.—1*. X. C. 

} Tint Gorman Government speak of “tho protection of German citizens." Tho respq.tslbilili « of (lie 
German vice-connulate in this direction are confined to the vice-consul himself and the Krumpeter family. 
M. Krumpeter himself, be it noted, is also vice-consul for Norway. Tho vice-consul laid said lie wanted no 
protection, and that M. Krumpeter, living next door to the customs wlioro there wore fifty bluejackets and 
iwo Maxims, needed none either. There wan no other German citizen or even protege except, purlupn, tho 
consulate miiur, who is a Persian subject and needed no protection.—P. X. C. 
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Sir G. Barclay to Consul-General Cox. 

(Telocrapliic) P. Tehran, May 5,1909. 

With reference to your two telegrams Nos. 418 ami 419 of the 1st May. 

An emphatic denial that his consulate has interfered in political affairs has been 
eivon by the acting German consul. He does not believe that the seyyul, in making 
his request that a guarantee should he furnished for a promise to lie given by you to 
re-emhark bluejackets, referred to the German consulate particularly, but to another 

Consulate. ... ... • » 

Are you able to give me any information which T can use which will prove mirza s 
conduct as reported and seyyid’s request for a guarantee through the German consulate, 
or generally any facts which would go to prove that the seyyid has an understanding 
with the German consulate ? 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 431/138.) v ,, 1Q „„ 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Ma V. °* l 909 ' 

The following telegram to you was already m the comae of being cyphered when 
your No. 113 reached me yesterday:— 

“My telegram No. 418 dispatched on the morning of the 1st May was drafted on 
the 30th April. I met Wassmuss on the evening of the 1st May, and in the course of 
our conversation I alluded to Seyyid Murtezas statement made to the deputation. 
The German vice-consul said that, as far as he was concerned, the statement was 
without foundation. I rejoined that it was probable that Seyyid Murteza heheved that 
ho had some ground for his reference; it would he ns well if he were notified by the 
German representative not to make unauthorized use of .the. name of the German 
consulate. I went on to ask him whether he considered his mirza altogether reliable 
and suggested that perhaps the latter had been intriguing unknown to him. In reply 
Wassmuss said ho thought a communication to Sovyid Murtezu in the sense suggested 
would he inadvisable. With regard to his mirza, he said he would make inquiries, hut 
he had had no reason to distrust him. 1 did not hear further from Wassmuss till 
to-day (6th May), when he sent me a message saying that you had complained to the 
German legation of his giving Seyyid Murtezu his support, and he said he would like 
an interview on the subject with me. In replying 1 asked him to wait a few hours 
until I hud been informed by you of the terms of the complaint attributed to you. 
Secondly. I made no mention‘during the above conversation of his having telegraphed 
for a •German war-ship, but I said I hoped he would without fail let me know at once 
should he consider that anv further protection was needed for German subjects, 
incidentally reiterating that I had received instructions to take adequate steps to 
insure the safety of foreigners. He thanked me in reply, and said that he lmd 
informed his Government some time ago that all was quiet here, thanks to the presence 
of our bluejackets, and he added that the only German subjects here besides himself 
were his mirza and Messrs. Woncklmus's representative, and lie thought that existing 
arrangements were fully sufficient for their safety, and that at present nothing further 
was needed.” 

There follows a further telegram. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 132 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. May 0, 1909* 

Wassmuss, the German acting vice-consul, has only been in office a fortnight, and 
that he personally has not interfered actively or ostensibly is quite possible and natural. 
But the request for a German war-ship was presumably made by him, aud not by 
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Listemann, and it is (absolutely inconsistent with the present outlook and with state¬ 
ments made to me and others here both by Listemann and himself. 

Your telegram re German war-ship affording opportunity I was about to send you 
a report giving a r&sumti of evidence showing that the German consulate has been 
intriguing against us since the commencement of these troubles; this will he dispatched, 
ar.d I am sure you will he convinced by it. The opinion I incline to is that it is a part 
of a larger policy than mere fishing in troubled waters. The German consulate mirza 
lives close to Seyyid Murteza in the heart of Bushire town, and the German consulate 
have been working through him and through Wtinckhaus's broker. The recent statement 
made by Seyyid Murteza was practically a public one, but without introducing the 
names of the parties and stirring up a good deal of dust here it would be difficult for 
me to provide you with material for quoting to German Legation. I am inclined to 
recommend that we accept Wassmuss dementi for the time being in view of the fact 
that the appointment of thederya begi has been approved by all parties that he has left 
Bagdad for Bushire, and that it is practically certain that his arrival will restore the 
situation. You will he able to come to a final decision as to what action is necessary 
when you get my written report. 

Incidentally I may mention that a few days ago I was informed by the French 
consul that the German mirza had earnestly approached him with a view to being 
apjiointed to the vacant post of mirza to the French consulate.* He wive as his reason 
that lie was given a great deal of delicate and difficult work by the German consnjate, 
and that his pay was too small and his worries too great, and he wanted a more peaceful 
billet. The French consul said that before responding he would be glad to have my 
advice and to know my wishes, remarking that, as 1 well knew, the. man was clever, 
hut an intriguer. In replying, I said that whether the man was likely to involve the 
French consulate in difficulties with his meddling was a question for him to consider, 
hut that I would much prefer his being with the French consulate to being with the 
German consulate. 

( 10 .) 

Sir G. Barclay to Consul-General Cox . 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , May 8, 1909. 

Reference your telegram No. 411. 

Please post summary of evidence direct to Foreign Office. 


(B.)- - Entries in the Weekly Diaries of the Persian Gulf Itesidcncy referrbuj to German 
Consulate or Firm , April and May, 1909. 

Note .—This weekly diary or chronicle is a compilation from the weekly reports 
furnished by all offices affiliated to the Persian Gulf Residency, and,os far as the Bushire 
portion is concerned, the diary is based on news and information received during the 
week preceding from various sources by the resident and start’. The status of the diary 
is merely that of a news report intended to give the addressees a general idea of passing 
events. The understanding is that action is not desired or taken on diary entries only. 
Where action is desired the diary entry is followed up by a despatch. 



Bushire , April 1, 1909. 


G15. M. Krumpeter, agent for Messrs. Whnckhuus and Co. in Bushire, who lives in 
town, near the customs, sent Mine. Krumpeter and their child to Bussorah at the 
beginning of the week as a precautionary measure. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident , Persian Gulf. 


• See also p. 110. 
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Bushire, April 8, 1909. 


G50. In the course of the afternoon the Russian, German,* and Turkish representa 
tives called on the resident to urge the necessity of some serious steps being taken to 
restore order. A little later the manager of the Imperial Bank reported that the three 
merchants in whose names the Customs’ money had been lodged for the last few days 
had, under threats from the seyyid, withdrawn the whole balance (about 2,500 tomans) 
and handed it over to the seyyid. Having done so, they intimated that they had no 
further connection either with the Customs’ money or the so-called nationalist 
committee. 

G5 I. The new German consul, Herr Wassmufis, arrived by steam-ship “Kasara” 
on the 29th March. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


(30 


Extract s from Diary No. 17 for the week ending April 25, 1909. 


Bushire, April 25, 1909. 

During the early horn's of tin? 11th, as the result of the residency proclamation, 
a considerable number of Tangistanis left, and their chiefs sent in letters to the 
resident, the drift of which was, that having come to Bushire to support what they 
lmd understood to be the nationalist cause, they found the leaders of the movement 
simply intent on lining their own pockets. This patent want of bona Jules on the 
part >>l the loaders, combined with the resident's proclamation, had convinced then' 
tlmt they could no longer remain, and they were therefore returning to their homes. 
It will he understood that, those estimable sentiments mainly arise from the fact that 
wc have stopped supplies from t he customs. Amongst the foreigners’ houses to which 
guards were sent on the night of the 10th was that of M. Krumpeter, of the German 
hrm o| \\ onckhauB and Co., in Bushire town. Owing to the fact that a large quantity 
ol kerosine oil was stocked on his promises, which might obviously prove a source 
ol serious public danger in the event of promiscuous firing taking place in the neigh¬ 
bourhood. it was considered advisable to place a strong guard there, and accordingly 
ten sepoys were told oil for that duty at the German consul’s request.t On 
the following evening, however, Dr. Listemann evidently thinking, on mature 
deliberation, that he would have a freer hand for intrigue if, as far as the native 
public could see, he was not associated with the measures taken by the British for 
giving security, wrote that in view of the immediate proximity of* M. Krumpeter’s 
Iimiiko to the customs, which was now strongly held by our men, the guard on 
i *\ n *»upvter s house seemed hardly necessary. The resident replied, reminding 
i* I'Kstenmnn ol lhe special reasons for which he had asked for the guard, but agreeing 
tlml tlie presence of the bluejackets at the customs next door was sufficient, and 
adding that the "llicer in charge had been given instructions to keep an eye on 
' ' h n,| u|" , t' , i * house. As, however, the inmates of M. Krumpeter’s house were 
reported; to hem much trepidation, now that the guard was removed, it is possible that 
its removal was not desired by themselves. (See also II 2 and 3.) 


• Dr. Listemann. 

t 1 loiew nothing a Unit the kerosine oil and piece goods stocked in Messrs. WUucklmus’s premises. U 
*"* , V " 1 11,0 M "\ ft * kcJ for n strong guard on that account. 1 offered him anything in 

niiM.n that he liked, and one giiard of ten was decided on. Dr. Listemann said he thought his own house 
removed irom the 1 niigistunlM's line of communications for him to need anv guard, hut as a 
mau.M- of i the tteni'h consul who lives near him needed one. Dr. Listemann himself has no guard of his 
own an- in Mew ol Hie apprehension* ho professed to have a few days Irefore, his not needing any protection 
now lyhllmii toespain except on the supiH^tion (hut he knew he h id nothing lo fear from the seyvid’s 
I* yl t* ' " ,l * w , ‘ ,f rtCl,ol ‘ woul11 pwjudicc‘1 HI -M the seyyid if ho accepted protoctlQD.— 

who Lfoi'mcd7neJ^-P' 7 , p Val wfflcor < ‘ ,,ar S u °f Dc ly In customs premises to the captain of the “ Kox" 
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Other letters in the same strain were dispatched by him (the Seyyid) to various 
chiefs who had before come in to help him, but who had left the town on the 
landing of the sailors from the “ Fox ” and “ Sphinx.” Attempts to form a local 
Anjuman having again taken practical shape, private information was supplied to 
the resident that the dragoman of the German consulate, a pronounced Anglophobe, 
had spread the report that the resident was eudeavouring to prevent its formation, 
and had advised the leading merchants not to join it. This is interesting m relation 
to other information to the effect that the German consul has been keeping in touch with 
Seyyid Murteza and endeavouring to convince the people that the British Government 
is acting against the nationalist cause. 

The Hamburg-Amerika lino steam-ship “ Sicilia ” returned from Bussorah on 20th 
at 6 a. St., and left for Hamburg at 10 A.st. the same day. Dr. Listemann, lately German 
consul, Bushire, left by her. . 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


Extract from Diary No. 18 for the week ending May 2, 1900. 

According to the reports of our news agents, Mirza Hussein, the dragoman of the 
German considate has been busying himself greatly during the week encouraging the 
seyyid and generally fishing in troubled waters. The German consul, who only took 
over the charge from Dr. Listemann on the 20th, is new to Bushire, and it is not known 
how far Mirza Hussein is or is not acting with his cognisance. The fact that lie is next 
door neighbour to Seyyid Murteza gives the mirza facilities for communicating with 
him freely and unobserved when ho wishes. Early in the week it was reported, that 
he was giving out that a German man-of-war had arrived or was about to arrive at 
Muscat, and was coming up the Gulf. On the morning of the 30th ho received at his 
house two members of the Anjuman, and on these persons going to the meeting of the 
Anjuman a little later they began to inveigh against the continued presence of the 
bluejackets. • , , 

Outlie 1st Maya (reputation consisting ol'three seyyids and merchants visited 
Seyyid Murteza Aliremi on behalf of the assembly ana made another attempt to induce 
him to submit his accounts of customs money appropriated and to dismiss his tufangcliis. 
Seyyid Murteza said he would only dismiss his tufangcliis if the resident would first 
give him a guarantee through the German consul that lie would send away the sailors 
within three days 1 When this answer was communicated to the Majlis (at which the 
Residency Munshi was present enquiring about the ease of the sarhazes) the Mir Panj° 
denounced Seyyid Murtozn, saying that lie had been all along believed to have been 
acting on the prompting of some outside influence and that he now believes that lie 
takes his cue from the German consul. After much consultation the Anjuman decided 
to telegraph to the Ulomn at Ncjef reporting the seyyid’s vagaries and asking iiistruo- 
tions. They are all too timorous to take any responsibility. 

P. Z. COX, Major , 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


Extract from Diary No. 20 for the week ending May 1G, 1909. 

Bushire, May 1G, 1909. 

910. May 13.—It is reported that Seyyid Asaadullaht mentioned in the Majlis that 
it had been proved to him that Seyyid Murtcza had been encouraged by the “Gernmni.” 
He did not specify whether the consul was meant or the mirza, but probably the 
latter. 

A. P. TREVOR, Captain , First Assistant Resident 
{in charge current duties). 


• Commandant of Chnhar Mnlial Regiment nnd noting governor.—P. Z. 0. 

t Tho representative of ihe L T loiun of Ncjef who accumjiauied the doryn begi to IluHlnre on their 
Iwhalf.—I\ % 0. 





110 


111 


(C .)—Notes on personnel of Foreign Consulates in Bushire and their Attitude in connection 
with recent Events in liusliire , April—May, 1900. 


I. Hussion Consulate-General. 

Incumbent. —M. Wladiinir Eadloubowsky. A young man of about 30 years of age, 
lately dragoman in the Russian legation at Tehran, “ gemnr. le consulat gdudral.” 
M. Kadloubowsky arrived from Europe in December lust to relieve M. Andre Miller, 
and received instructions to co-operate witb bis English colleague. Has been most 
cordial and friendly. He is assisted by one Persian mirza, Hnji Agha bv name, through 
whom lie gets his news. He knows Persian fairly well, lie has no office in town and 
works at bis residence about a mile out of town. His responsibilities in the direction of 
the protection of Russian subjects are confined to the person and establishment of the 
agent of the Russian line of steamers, M. Misbtolt, who lives in Bushire close to the 
British Residency. 

M. Kudloubowskv is on intimate terms with myself and other members of the 
British Resiliency ana consulate-general, and so far us I know has been at ono with me 
in regard to all questions connected with the recent disturbances at Bushire. 


11. French Vice-Consulate. 

Incumbent. - M. It. Ghaloin, vice-consul, fs old for bis rank, being about 50, and is 
understood to be a promoted clerk. Hus been in his present appointment for about six 
years on and off. His vice-consulate is maintained on very niggardly lines. He has 
practically no establishment and cannot have any work to speak of. His residence i6 
about 3 miles from Bushire town, over a bad road, and he is ns a rule badly posted in 
local all'airs, and seems ordinarily concerned mainly with bis own family and financial 
cares, lie is on cordial terms with myself and under considerable obligation for good 
offices and help in matters both official and private, and professes tube very appreciative 
of the fact, lias no mirza, and during the recent troubles bus had little personal 
knowledge ot what was going on ; when called upon for a report by his legation on the 
recent disturbances bo asked me privately to provide him with some material for it. 

Subject to the limitations involved in the above remarks, he bus apparently been 
entirely in accord with me in connection with questions arising out of the events of the 

last two II.lbs, but I cannot be are us to what be really reports, as such information 

as In- lias lie gets from ouo All “ Ahrami" the “ ferrash bnslii" (head peon) to his 
consulate. 

This Ali “ Ahrami ” lives in Bushire town with bis brother Bahrain Aliremi, and 
holds the practically sinecure French appointment in order to enjoy protection, in return 
for which he supplies the French vice-consulate with news, and appears on official 
occasions. As bis sobriquet indicates, lie is a Tqngistnni and a fellow villager of Seyyid 
Murteza “ Aliremi," the originator of the Bushire disturbances. He and his brother 
Bahrain live in one bouse next door to the seyyid in Bushire town, and are members 
of the clique to which Mirza Hussein, the mirza'of the German consulate, Hnji Mohnmed 
I liis-oii, the broker ot the t icrninu firm of \\ iuickltaus, belong, and who are believed to 
Is- all interested in the illicit importation of arms into Bushire vift the small Tangistan 
porta. 

Recently my French colleague, ns reported in my telegram Eo. 418,* dated the 
9th May. to His Majesty’s Minister, informed me that the German mirza had been 
approaching him with a view to obtaining a post in the French consulate, where ho 
would have less troublesome work. I did not quite understand at the time how to 
account for this ove tine, but now think the explanation probably is that, the German 
mirza thinks that in the French consulate be will have more leisure for his dubious 
trading ventures than lie lias in the German service, and will also bo associated with his 
crony Ali " Aliremi." Employment in a consulate is, of course, important owing to the 
etfeetive independence and protection it affords. 

.When the governor was taking measures a few days ago for the arrest of the 
seyyid it appears that Ali and Bahrain " Aliremi" allowed the seyyid’s tufangchis to 
occupy the roof of their house as a point of vantage for protecting approaches to the 

• Vide A (10), p. 107. 


seyyid’s premises. On hearing of this from his own men his Excellency the derya begi 
had an intimation conveyed to Ali Ahremi that if he did not at once get rid of them 
he would only have himself to thank for anything untoward which might happen to 
him in the course of the governor’s measures for the arrest of the seyyid. 

A little later the seyyid, when about to evacuate his house, sent a box of papers to 
Ali Ahremi’s house for *afe custody, and two other boxes to the care of Hnji Mohammed 
Hassan, the German firm’s broker. His Excellency the derya begi informed Major Cox 
and Captain Trevor of these facts when giving them in company the details of the 
measures taken by him which terminated in the arrest of the seyyid. 

III. Norwegian Vice-Consulate. 

Incumbent ,—Herr E, Krumpeter, local representative of Messrs. Wonckhaus and 
Co.; not a vice-consul de carriere, and has doubtless simply obtained the sinecure in 
order to have the advantage of consular status and weight in his commercial compe¬ 
tition with British firms. The German firm’s broker, Hnji Mohammed Hassan, the 
associate of Mirza Hussein, is M. Krumpeter’s chief employd, and we believe the latter 
to have been the main direct channel of communication between the seyyid and the 
German element. 

IV. Turkish Vice-Consulate. 

Incumbent .—Mulla Hussein. A person of Bahrein extraction. An old map 
al>out GO. Very cautious and discreet, and on friendly terms with the residency. 
Last year, when he took two months’ leave to Bagdad, he asked His Britannic 
Majesty’s vice-consul to act for him, and Mr. Chick did so. He lives within a stone’s 
throw of the residency, and has been supplied with a guard when needed. 

V. German Vicc-Consulutc. 

Incumbent. —Dr. II. Listemann up to the 18th April and Herr W. Wassmuss from 
that date onwards. The former is on six or eight months’ leave; the latter, lately 
dragoman in their consulate at Zanzibar, is acting for him. Herr AVassmuss appears to 
Ik; aliout 30. lie does not talk Persian, and is altogether new to this part of the 
world. 

Persian Mirza .—Mirza AIkIuI Hussein, generally known as Mirza Hussein simply. 
Son of a Bushiri nakhoda. Received some education in Bombay, and reads and writes 
English fairly well. It is through the medium of English that ho deals with hin present 
chief. 

In a despatch which I addressed to Mis Majesty’s Legation on the 7th June, 1008, 
I drew attention to the palpable change of attitude of the German representative 
at Bushire (Dr. Listemann), after his return from six months’ duty under 
llerr Richthoven in the German Legation at Tehran, it being apparent that he 
intended to bother us when opportunity offered. His altered" attitude was remarked 
upon to me in private conversation by my French and Russian colleagues and bv 
Dr. Bussiore, and the two latter said that Dr. Listemann had no doubt come with 
definite instructions or intentions, which he took no pains to keep secret. 

In connection with the recent anarchy in Bushire, tho hearing of the German 
consulate was all along somewhat suspicious. To begin with, although the mirza 
•■I the German consulate lives in Bushire town, within a few yards of Seyyid Murteza’s 
house, and is on terms of close acquaintance with Mirza Ali Kazerooni, one of the two 
chief confederates and evil mentors of the seyyid. Dr. Listemann said to me somewhat 
ostentatiously on the 25th March that his own means of getting information were 
bo poor compared to mine that he would he grateful if I would keep him informed of 
any important or interesting developments. At the same time he asked me if 1 saw 
any danger in the present situation for M. and Mine. Krumpeter (Messrs. Wonckhaus s 
agent) and their small child, who were living in tho town itself near the customs. I 
replied that I did not think there was actual danger at present, hut that if he had the 
Kruinpeters to stay with him in the consulate for a few days, until the situation 
cleared, lie would no doubt he saved any anxiety at all. This suggestion was followed, 
I l>olieve, for a day or two, after which Mme. Krumpeter and her child were sent to stay 
at Bussorah as a precautionary measure, and remained there three weeks. 

Dr. Listemauu also at the beginning of my communications with Seyyid Murteza 
regarding British claims on the customs, showed himself keenly interested in this 
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question, assuring me that anything I told him on the subject would be treated with 
tne utmost confidence. There being nothing to conceal I cave him the same information 
as, under instructions from ITis Majesty’s Minister, I had given the seyyid and others, 
but that was not sufficient and he and M. Wassrauss shortly afterwards paid a visit in 
company to the manager of the bank, and plied him with many inquisitive questions on 
this subject in a barefaced manner, which irritated him not a little. 

VI. British Residency and Consulate-General. 

Incumbent .—Major P. f. Cox, C.I.E. 

Assisted by— 

Residency. 

First Assistant, Captain Trevor. 

Residency Surgeon, Captain T. S. B. Williams. 

Second Assistant, Lieutenant J. S. Crosthwaite. 

Extra Assistant, Mr. J. P. Sequeira. 

Two Persian Mirzas. 

One Arabic Mirza. 

One Persian clerk in English office. 

Consulate-General. 

One Dragoman. 

One Furnish Bashi. 

Vice-Consul JET. G. Chick. 

The above comprise the gazetted officers and the native staff exclusive of clerks in 
the English offices of both establishments. I give these details in order to make it 
clear that the British representative as regards the ability to obtain information and 
the various sources available is in quite a different position to any of his colleagues. 
All the gazetted officers above-mentioned are in close personal touch with the head of 
the office, and the native officials either directly so or through them. Thus, it is not a 
casts of one officer, possibly one not knowing the language of the country, living some 
miles away from the town and depending' on the information of one native rnirza or 
dragoman from whom he receives a daily or occasional visit. In the case of the British 
establishment we have a large office the head of which is in touch with his public 
office and staff by telegraph and telephone. 

Under such circumstances it must, I think, Ik? admitted that there should be prinui 
facie much less likelilnuKt of the domination of onesided views or personal bias in 
connection with any matter of local interest or report. 

P. Z. COX, Major. 


(D.) Note on Seyyid Murteza and his Associates in Bushire. 

The following are the principal mombers of the company :— 

1. Seyyid Murteza “ Ahrend.” 

2. Seyyid Shuhriyar. 

3. Mirza Ali Kazerooni, 

•I. Agha Mustapha, or Mustaplm “ Nawab. 

5. Ali Ahrend. 

0. Bahrain Ahrend. 

7. Rais Ali, of Dilwnr, in Tangistan. 

S. Haji Mohamed Itussun. 

9. Mirza Abdul Hussein. 

1. Seyyid Murteza Ahrend; aged about 40. A fanatical country mullah coming 
from the village of Ahrem in Tangistan. Migrated into Bushire a few years ago, but 
did not come into prominence until the end of 1900, when he engineered an agitation 
against the customs, which ended in the transfer of M. Heynssens, the then director, to 
Kermanslmh. 

2. Seyyid Shahrivar is a hinterland friend of Seyyid Murteza’s. Commands forty 
or fifty followers, and come* in to support Seyyid Murteza when needed. On this 
occasion ho was with him all through the disturbances until things became critical for 
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the seyyid during the first week in June, when Shahriyar fled to Dashti with his 
followers. TTad no local influence except as the seyyid’s lieutenant. 

3 Mirza Ali Kazerooni; aged about 35. Formerly a petty merchant m Bushire, 
but nover of any standing or repute, and now altogether discredited. Is heavily in debt, 
Line a defaulter to the extent of some 13,000 tomans, for which he is now under 
detention. He and the next number on tlie list, Mustapha Nawab, were the two 
principal advisers of Scyykl Murteza in the matter of the seizure and conduct of the 
customs and the making away with the receipts and other kindred matters. As soon 
as fur bluejackets had landed, and things began to get a bit uncomfortable for him, 
Mirza Ali absconded by a tramp steamer, but was brought'back from Bunder Abb , 
and is now detained for settlement of the claims against him. . . , 

•). Agha Mustapha, or Mustapha Nawab. Has been the principal executive 
officer” in the various rascalities committed under the guise ol nationalism during 
Seyyid Murteza’s rdgime. It was he who, with the assistance of Rais Ah and his 
tufaneohis, carried out the seizure of the customs, in the course of which he held a 
loaded revolver at tlie head of the Director M. Zwinne and threatened to shoot it he 
did not hand over the premises and retire. The seyyid subsequently placed him in 
Charge of his tufangclii rabble. This man has an exceedingly bad record. He was 
formerly treated as a British subject on an Indian passport, and on more than one 
occasion narrowly escaped deportation as such. Then the 1 ersian authorities disputed 
his nationality, and as there was clearly considerable doubt as to the validity of hie 
claim, he was'informed that he could not be recognised until he brought certain lurther 
proofs which were required. Ho has never brought them, but remained quiet for a year 
or so, but within the last few days, fearing some evil at the hands of tlie derya begi, he 
lias begun petitioning again for British protection. He lias recently been concerned, in 
concert or collusion with Messrs. Wiinokhaus’s agent, in a case concerning a certain 
ergo of dates in rogard to which the German consulate has quarrelled with the 
karguzar and demanded his dismissal. 

5 and 0 These are the Ferrash Bashi of tlie French consulate and ins brothor, 
fellow-villagers of the seyyid. Except that He is his neighbour and fellow-villager, and 
intimate with the seyyid, All Ah rein i lias been careful to refrain from compromising 
himself or the French consulate by active identification with tlie seyyid or his doings 
during the present troubles, hut his brother Bahrain lias lieen closely associated with 

hm, Dilwarj ; s a , )etty Tangistnni khan occupying the small village and 

port of Dilwar, about 10 miles south of Bushire. lie has been closely identified with 
Seyyid Murteza for a considerable time past. His port lias been a great thorn m the 
side of the customs administration as it is one of the chief channels for the secret 
importation into Bushire of arms, tea, and other contraband. _ During the recent 
movement in and around Bushire Itais Ali was Seyyid Murteza8 chief standby. It 
was Ills men who seized the customs for tlie seyyid ; it was lulls All who endeavoured 
to make a diversion in favour of the seyyid by entering Bushire with a.considerable 
force on tlie 5th and Oil, June. Having been repulsed and expelled on that occasion, 
ho has since been writing letters to Bushire demanding tlie release of Seyyid Muiteza 
and threatening to enter Bushire again. The governor, the Derya Bcgi, lias just started 
on a punitive expedition against this petty klian and others, hoping to recover tlie loot 
taken from Busline during tlie disturbances, ami also to seize a large store ot smuggled 
tea and other goods believed to lie concealed at I filwar. 

8. Haji Mohamed Ilassan is tlie broker of Messrs. Wonckhauss agent, l ie papers 
forwarded 'hardly seem to leave any doubt that lie has.been associated with the seyyid 
all through. References to him appear constantly in the papers comprising this 

y. Mirza Abdul Hussein is tlie German consulate mirza, who is also dealt with 
sufficiently elsewhere. 

What I wish to direct attention to here is that, according to our information and 
belief in Bushire, tlie company of persons included in tlie ubove list and others not 
included have been associated long before the present disturbances arose through tho 
common bond of the traffic in fire-arms and other highly dutiable gpods. firstly, we 
have a clique of persons in Bushire interested in the arms trafficifroin Muscat. \Vo 
have Itais Ali, the headman of a petty smuggling port convenient for Bushire and lor 
the roads into Shiraz and the interior. Then in Seyyid Murteza wo have the Mullah, 
who, if the customs give any trouble by the soizure of tlie boats ol Ins acquaintances, or 
the confiscation of their smuggled goods, can at once engineer a strike among tlio 
[ltillo] ' 
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Bunder boatmen, who aro nearly all Tangistanis, or some other form of agitation 
meaning trouble for the customs. I would note here that the first thing Seyyid 
Murteza and Kaia Ali did after seizing the control of the customs was to have the 
godown containing confiscated arms and ammunition broken open and the contents 
carried to his own house. 

Among the others wo have retailers of arms in Bushire and the leading spirits who 
arrange for the import of the arms from Germany to Muscat. 

P. Z. COX. 


(^•) 1* Seyyid Murteza s demand for a Guarantee from Resident, through the German 

Consul. 2. Appropriation of Customs Cheques by Seyyid Murteza. 


Report by Head Munshi, dated May 1, 1909. 

1 HE members of the Bushire Aujuinan sent Seyyid Mohamed Ali, the late Sadr- 
ol-Islams son-in-law, Seyyid Mahomed Shaffi Kazerooni, his son Seyyid Mahomed 
1 aki, and Haji Mirza Mahomed Dashti to Seyyid Murteza Ahrami yesterday to give 
him urgent advice and to request him to dismiss his tufangchis and render an account 
of his customs receipts. lie replied that he would duly render an account of the 
receipts and expenditure and would dismiss the tufangchis ou condition that the 
resident would withdraw the troops after three days and give him a guarantee to this 
eilect through the German consul. On hearing this reply, the Amir Panj* remarked 
t<» the members of the Anjuman that for a long time past lie was under the impression 
that Seyyid Murteza s proceedings must lie in accordance with the guidance of another 
party, and now believes that the sey vid's instructions emanate from the German consul. 
After much consultation the members agreed to telegraph to the high priests in 
Mesopotamia, intimating Seyyid Murteza’s proceedings and asking for instructions. 


Statement by IJaji Mullah Ahmed , dated Mai/ 3, in amplification of his Report of 
May 1, 1909. 

Sevyid^Murt ! 'z' fiS a8se,n ^‘ >r * m t * ,n morn * n g> and determined to send a deputation to 
f l hey .selected for the purpose— 

Agha Seyyid Mahomed Ali. 

Seyyid Mahomed Sliafli. 

Mahomed Tnki. 

Haji Mirza Mahomed Dashti. 

w is lit','.'' " < '" t tOKot, “’ r 1,1 t ’ le ® von “'g. afterwards returning to their houses, as it 

rim Mijiljliss, however, was sitting Into that evening, not dispersing until 8 or 0 r. M . 
..l,!^. W "!r *“ NS "' K t ,“’. 1 c l , . lst0l,,a ,'l' w *ti°n, ami as Agha Seyyid Mohamed Ali lives 
me i iilii n 'll .V-.I ''ir"rr wns ^‘.vmg his prayers in a mosque close by, the 

,i. j. ii‘ 'i",| forhiin, A suit 7 30 r.M. lie came over in response to 

mv ': , a1 ‘’'oy askied Inm what had passed. Me gave the reply stated in my 

the'renuirk^ut t'rilmted'ti "| i," 1>r088n0e ; “ ,ld ib "'“ s Amir Panj made 

• . . Shaffi came tin. following morning, when I also happened to bo present 

,1 : , ''""h 1 ': za , - having said that he would not Ely 

s,v V jd v r; li" n""',',■ s "" u ': >l * 1 '° co,,su ^ t,,s - Haji amui iwoi, iLm 
All i, l‘ • , -'I 1 ' ,I 'V Mln!tt Hussein relinked that Agha Mohamed 

h o, i Tl « ‘ tl,, ‘ r- v , vi,: 1.must be give 

^&!t»r^s$t'ir M ' .. . . .- s “ 

the Me,'lilt S ';'"," "TVS £? ji , AWor Mohamed . .of the members of 

.1 ISS. temarkwl, All the seyyids actions are by the authority“dastoor ul 

“ l <*“•"» '' l '* rt " red iu “'i- -ting n. 
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Anial ”— u of Mirza Hussein.” Ho said this to me confidentially, and added : “ Some of 
the sevyid’s tufangchis are of my tribe [Dashti], and I am anxious to get them away 
from the seyyid, as I fear he may instigate them to commit bloodshed.” 

The Mir Panj, Mirza Ahmed Khan, had a great deal to say on the subject. He 
said that all the time they (the Medjliss) had been suspecting and wondering whence 
the sevyid’s activities (“ harakat ”) were prompted. Now that they had heard his 
reply, brought by Seyyid Mahomed and Seyyid Mahomed Shaffi, they knew that it was 
from the tutoring of Mirza Hussein. 


Note by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul , dated May 4, 1909. 

I was in company with Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni to-day, and in the 
course of conversation I asked nim what had been the result of the steps taken by the 
Anjuman to get Seyyid Murteza to dismiss the tufangchis with him. He replied 

that the seyyid had appeared in the Anjuman on one occasion, and made certain 

conditions as to being allowed to retain a certain number, kc. 

On the second occasion they had sent some seyyids from the Anjuman with a 
message to him. I asked who were the emissaries. He replied, “ Seyyid Mohamed 
Shelli, Seyyid Mohamed Ali, Mirza Mohamed Dashti,” and he could not remember the 
others. I asked whether the seyyid imposed any further conditions on this second 
occasion or wanted any guarantee. “ Ah, I forgot I” said Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein 
Kazerooni. “ Yes; he also told the seyyids to say that if he dismissed his tufangchis 
ho wanted a guarantee through the German consulate that the residency and the derya 
begi would not molest him.” I asked what he thought was the reason for this. He 
replied, “ I cannot say; hut people say currently that all that the seyyid docs is by the 
advice [or after taking counsel with] of Mirza Hussein Nakhoda Ali. I then went on 

to ask him who were the present supporters of the seyyid. He replied, “ Nobody, 

except tht* ‘ bachehai mahalle”—“ lx>ys of the quarter”—“such as Mirza Hussein and 
Agha Shahriyar and his tufangchis.” 

II. G. CHICK. 


Report by Agha Khalil , dated May 0, 1909. 

Seyyid Murteza Ahremi is said to have sent a message to Haji Seyyid Mohamed 
Ilcza by Haji Mirza Mahomed Peslmamaz asking him to secure assurances for him, so 
dial ho (Seyyid Murteza) may produce the accounts. I hear from the reliable source 
that the German consul’s munshi lias informed the seyyid,* in reply, that his consul cun 
only interfere if the seyyid makes a specific request to him to act as arbitrator, not 
otherwise. The seyyid will probably submit a false account. 

MOHAMED KHALIL. 


Note by the First Assistant for the Resident , dated May 0, 1909. 

1 visited tin* Amir Panj this afternoon in connection with the affair of the sarhazes 
who took bast at the residency. After telling him that I hud given them a message 
from the resident that they must all leave the residency precincts, as their principal 
claims had been settled, the conversation changed to general matters. YVe talked about 
the state of the town, and the doings of the Anjuman and Seyyid Murteza. In the 
course of the conversation the Amir Panj said that matters were getting very difficult 
* n regard to paying the tufangchis. He had now spent over 1,000 tomans himself, 
,as ke find paid them for the hist eighteen days, before that the kalantar had done 
*'• lie said lie had never seen such extraordinary people as the members of the 
Anjuman. They were afraid to do anything, und were in terror of Seyyid Murteza. The 
latter sent them (and him) threatening letters from time to time, and was a curious 
individual whose views altered every day. At present the seyyid seemed to ho pro 

* It will 1x3 noon that in conversation with moon tho 1st May, M. Waawimss said hoaaw no grounds 
'or making such a communication n* 1 suggested to tho soyyid, but would inquire from his uiirza. It 
w< »nld appear, however, that after our interview tho German vice-consul did send hia mirza to visit tho 
w^yyid and to make some intimation to him of tho nature above reported.—I*. Z. C. 








116 


darya begi. Tlie subject of the seyyid's accounts and his maintaining numerous 
tufungchis came up, and in the course of conversation the Mir Pan) said that the 
seyyid had advisers. I asked wlio they were, and iiesjutl the seyyid got advice from 
the German consulate. He said he had suspected it for a long time, hut latterly 
gevernl tilings had proved it. The style of letters the seyyid sent to the Medjliss was 
that of official letters, and tliey were evidently inspired by some one from some consulate. 
Again, when the Aujuman sent a deputation to ask the seyyid to reduce his tufangchis, 
he had told the deputation to inform the Anjuman that lie would only consent to reduce 
his tufangchis if the resident sent him an assurance through the German consul that 
tlie British sailors would lie removed immediately. The Mir Panj said that he was 
present when this message was delivered in the Aniumnn. I asked who gave the seyyid 
these tips, ami the Mir Panj said it was inspired by Mirza l-lussein, the dragoman of 
the German consulate, but that this luuctioiiary did not visit the seyyid much himself; 
he worked through I Iaji Moharaed Hassan, the broker of the firm of W dnekhaus and Co. 
This man was constantly visiting the Seyyid. Subsequently the Mir Panj said that tire 
proclamation of the seyyid regarding the derya begl, in which he compared the latter 
to an “ imam,” was in his opinion all humbug. It was contrary to religion to compare 
a mail like the derya liegi to all imam. He did not believe that the derya begi had 
come to any arrati’gemeiit with the ulemas at Nejef. After some further unimportant 
conversation the call terminated. 

A. P. TREVOR. 

May 6, 190!). 

Report by A glut Khalil , dated May 8, 1909. 

I. I heard that after the seyyid took possession of the money and cheques which 
were in the ciisloms' safe, Nakhoda Mohamed-biu-Salinan, Messrs. WOnckhaus's duhasli 
and bruther-in-luw ol Mirza Hussein, told the ox-kalaiuar, Haji Yusuf Abdul Hassan, 
that the seyvid had asked Mirza Hussein and Haji Mchained Hassan to get cash for 
the cheques from the drawers, llaji Yusuf called on Haji Abdur liasool * and informed 
hint tilsiul these cheques, and asked liitn to call Haji Moliamed Hassan to the Anjuman 


Report hy Ayhu Khalit , dated May 8, 1909. 

I am informed that a cheque for 900 tomans or thereabouts, which was drawn 
bv Mirza Mahmoud Kuzorooni,t and which was one of those which the seyyid extracted 
from the custom*' safe, was presented to Mirza Mahmoud through the seyyid's man, 
who asked Mirza Mahmoud to pay the amount (900 tomans) to llaji Moliamed Hassan, 
Messrs. Wonckhaus’H broker, which Mirza Mahmood did. 

MOHAMED KHALIL. 


Kote for Resident hy His Uritannic Majesty's Vice-Consul , dated May 22, 1909. 

1 had to see Messrs. Sassoon’s Persian agent, Haji Uais-ut-Tujjar yesterday iu 
connection with some of the outstanding claims of his firm. In the course of conversa¬ 
tion 1 inquired what laid heroine of the cheques which lie had given in payment of 
customs duty in the name of Moses Khan which Seyyid Murteza had appropriated 
when the customs Safe was broached hy his men. *' It was within my knowledge,’ he 
said, “ that lie had been approached by somebody (perhaps Haji Yusuf, the former 
knlantiir)} who oll'eivd to let him keep 200 of the 1,200 tomans if he would only hand 
over the 1,000 tomans, lie was sure from the manner of the message and the identity 
of the person who brought it that it came from llaji Moliamed Hassan, the broker of 
the German firm. Seyyid Murteza laid been trying to get actual cash from the drawers 
of all such cheques through llaji Mohiimed Hassan.} lie, Haji Abdur Rasul, refused to 
have anything to do with such a transaction. 

Kot'orring subsequently to the demands made by the Anjuman some weeks ago 


• Compftro |>. 117, (E). 
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upon Seyyi<l Murteza that he should dismiss his armed followers, Haji It iis-ut-Tujjar 
said he was present, as a member of the Anjuman, when Seyyid Murteza sent his reply 
to the Anjuman intimating that, before dismissing his tufangchis, he wanted assurances 
from the residency, guaranteed through the German consulate, that the former would 
not take measures against him should he dismiss his armed guard. 

H. G. CHICK. 

May 22, 1909. 


Nole by Vice-Consul, (luted June 17, 1909. 

AGHA MOHSIN reports that in a Medjlifs held on tlie afternoon of the 
15th instant for final settlement of Mirza Ali Kazerooni’s debts, the karguzar, 
Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni, ami Agha Mirza Mahmood Kazerooni, J and 
Aglm Ali being present, Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni referred to the fact of 
the derya begi having got back the customs cheques secreted by Seyyid Murteza. 
Agha Mohsin turned to Mirza Mahmood^ add said : “ 1 have heard that one of the 
cheques belonged to you, and that you have given tlie money.” lie replied: “Yes; 
Haji Moliamed Hassan Haji Aboul came to me and said: ‘Seyyid Mmteza wanted to 
send tufangchis to you and get the money by force, and 1 intervened (oil your behalf), 
and 1 have now come to ask you to give the money.”' Mirza Mahmood further said 
that when Haji Moliamed Hassan came to him some tufangchis, or seyyid’s men, were 
with llaji Monamed Hassan. 

H. G. CHICK. 

Fakhr-ul-Islam, a mullah, brother of the Imam Juma, told Agha Mohsin some days 
ago that “ Haji Moliamed Hassan came to my house and met me in the porch thereof 
and offered me 100 tomans on behalf of Seyyid Murteza, asking me to take the 
100 tomans and not insist further on Seyyid Murteza rendering an account of the 
money taken from the custom-house." Fakhr-ul-Islam did not take the money. 

H. G. CHICK. 


(F.) —Ao/e by Resident regarding ihe expected Visit to the Persian Gulf of a German 
Man-of-war. 

IT was on or about the 25th April that news reached me of the currency of 
the report in the town regarding the imminent advent of a German man-of-war iu these 
waters. 

The information was first brought me by the residency surgeon. Captain 
T. 8. Ik Williams, Indian Medical Service, who, I may mention, in the course of his daily 
work among the indoor an-1 outdoor patients in the Bushire Residency Hospital is 
brought into unofficial touch with sections of* the Persian community not accessible to 
me. lie informed me that a person whose information was usually good had informed 
him that morning that there was a report current in the town that a German ship was 
coming up the Gulf and was on the punt of arriving at Muscat, if indeed i( hud not 
already done so. Captain Williams added that on his enquiring where the news 
originated, bis informant bail replied from Mirza Hussein. 

Similar information beard in tbe coffee-shops regarding the expected arrival of a 
German ship was communicated to me a little later hy one of tlie ship's interpreters on 
duty ashore, and Inter hy another, and casual enquiries from my own people always 
elicited the reply that these reports were spread hy Mirza Hussein of the German 
consulate. 

The mirza himself is much too astute to make public assertions in such cases, and 
it would not be possible to get anyone who bad heard him who would come and testify 
Hint la* had. As a matter of fact, knowing that 1 should hear from Muscat at once if 
unv German ship was coming up, I did not take action on first receiving the report, hut 
I mentioned its currency to M. Wassmuss iu conversation on the 1st May, and he said 
that he Imd heard a report of the kind, hut it referred to a French ship, and wont on 
to dilate upon tlie <\\travngniice of such a report if it related to a Genimii ship, having 
regard to the fact that lie bail nil along reported to his Government as he hud previously 
uilormed me that, thanks to the presence of our ships, the situation was quite quiet. 
Ibis, bo it noted, was a few hours after receipt of legation telegram No. Ill <•! the 

[1005] 2 II * 
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1st May, informing me of the very confidential communication of the German Foreign 
Olficc to Mis Majesty’s Government regarding the alarming reports of their representa¬ 
tive at Bush ire. and his appeal for a war-ship. I told M. Wassmuss that I had also 
heard of the contemplated visit of a French ship to Muscat, but that this report was 
quite independent. 

Independent, corroboration of the currency of the report and indirectly of iis 
origin is found in a later letter, dated the 16th May, received by me from the 
journalist Mr. B. Temple, of the “ Civil and Military Gazette, 1 after leaving Bushire. 
This letter, of which a copy is given in full elsewhere, contained the following 
passage :— 

“ Mirza Ali, one of the lieutenants of Seyyid Murteza, asked me if it were true, as 
reported in the bazaar, that the Germans were landing bluejackets to counterbalance 
and hold in eheek the British bluejackets, and so give the Nationalists a free hand.” 

This Mirza Ali and Agha Mustapha were the two good-for-nothing Bushins who 
“ran" Seyyid Murteza and encouraged him in the misappropriation of the customs 
receipts, and they were both in closest touch with the seyyid and, it is believed, with 
the Mirza Hussein clique, 

V. Z. COX, Major. 


ft I )—The Connection of Mirza llussein , Mirza of the German Consulate, with the 
Seyyid. General Items. 


Private Memorandum from Mirza Ahmed Khan, Mir Panj, then acting as Temporary 
Governor for Popular Parly , dated April 15, 1901), to Major Cox. 

(Private.) 

MIRZA HUSSEIN, the dragoman of the German consulate, has told somebody 
that Major ('ox has advised the merchants not to appear in the Anjuman, and not to 
open the bazaars. Better to send round n strong message? to all the members of the 
Town Council to-day, your man going to their bouses and getting a properly serious 
reply. 


Report by Agha Khalil (Residency Dragoman ), dated April 21, 1909. 

I bear from a very reliable person that Mirza Hussein, the German consul’s munslii, 
is tb** seyvid’s adviser. The seyyid is quietly engaging anv tufaugchis, Tangistanis, 
or others, who happen to come in to Bushire to buy things from the bazaar. 

' MOHAMED KHALIL. 


Report by Agha Khalil , dated April 27, 1909. 

I he native broker of the German firm and the German consul’s mirza, are 
suggesting to certain individuals who were moiuliersof the former Anjuman Safa, 0 which 
had lieeti abandoned, to lodge a protest against the English to the German consulate, 
on account «*f their interference in the local affairs (refers to refusal of residency to allow 
Perscpolis to he coaled at expense of customs, for fetching the derya hegi in Shah’s 
interest). The German consul replied that lie must first consult his legation at Teheran 
before giving any answer. The t wo men above-mentioned are instigating people, and 
making them believe that the measures taken hv the English mean the occupation of 
Bushire. 

MOHAMED KHALIL. 


_* tmtiMesou.e mu*htoom society of •• Young Persians" which hpnuig into existence in the end of 
l;Mn. I In- German limin'* looker, Haji Muhamcd llaSNUi, was tin* *• iiiutattisn,** or supervisor of it. .Mir/A 
11 unsoii i was iei honorary member, and took great interval in it and ireoimntly attended its tuoetingN, and his 
brother was also i\ member.—1\ Z. 0. 


Report by Agha Klwlil, dated April 27, 1909. 

Mirza Mahmood Shirazi, who was formerly an employd in the custom-house, wrote 
a letter yesterday to the local Anjuman, stating that the Anjuman should ask the 
karguzar, whose duty it is to enquire from the residency, whether the residency had 
orders from Tehran to stop the “ Persepolis,” or whether the residency was acting on 
its own motion. 0 I am told that Mirza Hussein of the German consulate dictated the 
letter which Mirza Mahmood wrote to the Anjuman. 

MOHAMED KHALIL. 


Note by His liritannic Majesty's Vice-Consul , dated May 8, 1909. 

I spent some time with M. Moses Khan this afternoon obtaining from him some 
detailed accounts of the customs receipts and expenditure during the time that he was in 
charge oil behalf of Seyyid Murteza. | He began to speak of Seyyid Murteza’s method of 
dealing with him. I ventured the remark that he (seyyid) seemed to be a very thick¬ 
headed individual. He asked, “Have you seen him?” I said* “Yes; when I went 
to explain to him on behalf of the resident about the British loan *, he was very 
obstindte.” “ Ah,” said Moses Khan, “ L must toll you something about that. Sevvid 
Murteza sent for me the next day and told me that the vice-consul had been to see nun, 
and had told him that the British Government claimed the customs money for their 
loan.” “ But,” said the seyyid, “ from the consulate, in which I have got friends, I 
have been assured that what they say is not well founded.” The seyyid had previously 
asked Moses Khan what proof or knowledge he had of a British loan. Moses Khan told 
him that fiom certain facts he deduced that there was a loan, 1ml actually he had not 
seen any papers in the customs referring to it. He knew, however, that on several 
occasions when the customs administration had instructed them to pay large cheques to 
Haji Mirza Ghulan Hussein (Jamshid’s agent) and to others, the hank had got wind of 
it and protested. On one occasion the Shah had obtained a certain amount from 
Jamshid in Tehran and the customs in Bushire were ordered to pay Jamshid’s agent 
here a certain sum on that account. From these facts and also because the adminis¬ 
tration had been arranging for 16,000 tomans to be set apart for the hank he deduced 
that there must l>e a loan. Seyyid Murteza, however, repeated what is written above, 
and Moses Khun said no more. Moses Klmn, however, had heard that immediately 
after my departure the seyyid summoned a meeting of his confederates, Agha Mustapha 
and Mirza Ali, and either got Mirza Hussein there in his house or else sent one of these 
men to Mirza Hussein, for advice. I asked* Moses Klmn how ho knew that Seyyid 
Murteza had consulted Mirza Hussein, he replied that he was quite sure; he knew so 
many peopl** in the town and they were all talking of the way in which Mirza 
llussein was having daily intercourse with the seyyid. Even after the seyyid'« downfall 
Mirza Hussein continued to see him. 

Moses Khan went on to descriU* Mirza Hussein as one of the craftiest and most 
subtle men In* knew. 

lie said that it was certain that the seyyid had placed all the ready cash lie had 
looted, with Haji Mohumed Hasson, the German broker. The seyyid only had a 
wooden box in his house, and fearing lie might he surrounded he hud placed his money 
with people in whom In* had confidence. 

Referring to Muatapha’fi dhow ami the dates.J Moses Klmn said that the Germans 
must have Some particular use for Mustapha who had taken t*» smuggling fur some time 
jNist. As to Haji Muslim he was always pushed forward by the arms gang in Bushire 
us he was a man with no money, so if tlie smuggling was detected Haji Muslim was 
put in prison. Ho himself had once caused Haji Muslim to he put in prison. 

M. Krumpeter Imd been to the customs and talked excitedly as to how “ the 
English were trying to ruin this man.”$ 

• This question was actually uHked mo by tbe three chief members of the Anjumau a few days later ami 
tlii* |K»siii.,n was explained to them.— I*. Z. I,'. 

t Vblr diary entry .VJl for the week ending 2*th March, 1909.—I*. Z. C. 

} A recent commercial cus© in which the German firm and Agha Mustapha, one of the soyyid's 
confederates, were interested.—I*. /.. C. 

§ Agha Mustapha. 
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M. Moses Khun (lid not himself understand why Wonckhaus had furnished the 
money for Mustapha’s release, but thought that there was some collusion between them 

H. G. CHICK. ‘ 


Staleinenl recorded by First Assistant on May 7, 1909. 

Haji Hussein, son of servant of the Khan of Bunder Rig, states :— 

“About a week ago 1 was going to Gulzad’s house one night. I was passing bv 
Sevyid Murteza s bouse when 1 saw Mirza Hussein, the German consulate mirza, Au 
Ahremi, and his son come out of the seyyids house. They left the house just as I was 
passing. 

“ Again, four or five days ago 1 was in a coffee shop with one of Ilaji Abdur Rasul's 
men when Nakhoda Ali, the father of Mirza Hussein, came and sat by us. lie said he 
had just been to his son’s house and had found Seyyid Abdul Reza Hakim (a member of 
the Aiijuman) and his son Seyyid Alxlulla Behbelmni (a member of the Anjuman), and 
the late A loin-el- Hilda’s son there. Nfakhoda Ali stated that his son was explaining to 
thesf men that they should say in the Majlis that the British Government had no right 
to interfere! in local affairs ami further that they should suggest that if the; Residency 
should press tin* seyyid, that an appeal should lx* made to the German consul to 
intervene. 

A. P. TREVOR. 


Report by Residency Dragoman Agd Mo/tamed Khalil, dated May 18, 1909. 

I. I beg to say that Ilaji Rezft Rehhehani, who is one of the prominent members of 
the local Anjuman told me in the course of conversation on Monday night that his 
Excellency, the Derya Begi has stated in the Anjuman in the presence of all the 
mciiih'Ts that as the result of the local enquiry which he has made since his arrival, he 
was convinced that Seyyid Murteza Ahren$fi who is responsible for all the troubles in 
Busbire. was tutored bv Mirza Hussein of the German consulate. 

I made an incirientul enquiry from Mirza Ali Kazerooni ibis morning (lu* is still 
at tlit* knrguzar s house) the cause of bis absconding from Busbire. He stated that 
when he realised that the sevvid was bg&g instigated to such an extent by Mirza 
Hussein of the German consulato, and was even suggesting to his tufangchis to kill the 
three lending merchants and saying that if the English soldiers opposed him he would 
not hesitate taking net ion against them; when he saw that the seyyid was calling in 
,n0lv men, and was so confident, thanks to the German Mirza's support lie, Mirza 
Ali. feared that be would lie landed in difficulties and could not do otherwise than take 
to flight. He mentioned later that the seyyid used to report in writing to Mirza 
Hussein ns to what, lie was doing, and Mirza Hussein used to send messages to him at 
night by Ilaji Mohammed Nassau, Wonckhaus’s broker. 

M()H A MED KHALIL 


Private Lillet to Major Cox front Mr. II. Temple, (^respondent »t the Civil and 
Military Guzett- at Labor , travelling in Persia to study the Nationalist question, 
anted Alnraz, May 1(5, 1909. 

1 was very sorry not to have seen you Indore my departure from Busbire on the 
nth instant. I was busily employed the day before, and, by the time I got round 

to your olliee in the evening, you bad left. Since thou I have lieen constantly on the 

move, and have only now leisure to write to you. 

I consider that my few days in Busbire were well spout, as I was aide to sue 

a number ot people of all shades of opinion, and tc acquire a good basis for further 

investigation of the present situation and prospects in Persia. 

As you know, my work was rendered the easier hv my having engaged rooms tor 
myself in tlie town, and by my not identifying myself’with tho British political 
authorities or any other European element in Busbire. Owing to this fact, persons 
with uh >m I came into contact regard mo as a free lance, and spoke much more frankly 
Mian I am sure they would otherwise have done. 

As I told you. I did not come to Persia to report on passing events, except, 


perhaps, in an incidental way, but I was much struck in the course of my enquiries by 
the trend of intelligent Persian opinion in a certain particular direction, and I think I 
shall do no harm if I give you a brief outline thereof. I refer to the question of 
German policy, or, more correctly speaking, I think, German intrigue in Persian Gulf 
affairs. The opinion was expressed by several of the Persians with whom I came into 
contact that, speaking generally, and with a much wider outlook than that of Bushire 
politics, there is a good deal of wire-pulli ng going on at the hands of German agents 
for the promotion by hook or by crook of German interests in the Middle East. 

Specifically and locally I heard much of what appears to me to be a deliberate and 
well-planned endeavour on the German part to make tilings difficult for us in 
connection with recent events in Busbire. For example, Haji Abdur Rasul, Rais-ut- 
Tujjjar, informed me that the German consul’s dragoman is in almost daily communica¬ 
tion with Seyyid Murteza, and that in ways which are difficult to trace to their source; 
the impression is about that the Germans are on the side of the nationalists and the 
British on the side of the royalist. Mirza Ali, one of the lieutenants of Seyyid Murteza, 
asked me if it were true, as reported in the bazaar, that the Germans were landing 
bluejackets to counterbalance and hold in check the British bluejackets and so give the 
nationalists a free hand. Moses Khan, the customs secretary, who was impressed 
against his will as director of customs by Seyyid Murteza and compelled to carry on 
tiie customs collection on the seyyid’s behalf, told me that he represented to the seyyid 
that the British claim on the customs would have to be met, and that the seyyid 
replied, “ Oh no, I am assured by the German consulate that these British claims on 
the customs are not bond fide, and have lieen fabricated partly to enable the British to 
lay hold on the customs on liehalf of the Shah and partly to justify the landing of 
bluejackets whose presence in Bushire would preserve the Shah’s authority and break 
up the nationalists power.” 0 The same individual told me that if he were free to speak 
lit* could give many other evidences of German interference, and in confidence lie 
mentioned one or two matters which I do not at present feel that I tun at liberty to 
communicate to you. Other people told me that they knew, actually knew that you 
(the British consul) had been in direct telegraphic communication with the Shah 
regarding Seyyid Murteza’s doings, and that the Shall had asked you to laud blue¬ 
jackets. 1 did not traco this particular item to German inspiration, and I only mention 
it in this connection for what it may he worth. 

I think it in the interests of Government to give you this information, hut you 
will kindly understand that 1 do so in very strict confidence and in the full assurance 
that neither my name nor the names of those referred to herein will ho mentioned or 
used in any way. 

I start shortly for Ispahan, and if you have occasion to write to me you can uddress 
me there c/o Lyuch’s ugent. 


Telegram] in handwriting of Mirza Mohamed tiussan , brother of Mirza of German 
Consulate , dated May 80, 1909. 

(Secret.) May 30, 1909, 9'45 A M. 

To Jenabe Moin Tujjar, Tehran : 

Klmirkhahi lrnckir he hokoomat ouham marboot he jenub nuli basluul mosallam 
bedauid ohoon ishnu ra lie ekhtvor nemigozanrand nemishowad montmin shod inegar 
ouke beshoma emtiuan bedehana ve jenuhe auli lrnckir ra mosteckiman emtinan duhid. 

(Translation of above telegram.) 

To his Honour tho Moin-et-Tujjur, Tehran : 

You may be sure of the well wishing of this humble one towards the Government 
(of Bushire), especially when it is associated with your Excellency (the doryu begi 
being the mom’s nominee). But as they do not allow him to follow his own inclinations, 
it is not possible for me to feel reassured unless they give assurances to yourself, and 
you then give me direct assurances yourself. 


121. Moses Klinn would hesitate to introduce the name of a foreign consulate in discussion 
with a member of the residency, but would often opei his mouth more freely to an outsider.—I*. Z. C. 
t Copy obtained from telegraph superintendent in strict confidence.—P. Z. C. 

[ 1665 ] 2 1 
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Mole.—Handwriting verified beyond doubt from other specimens of his writing, on 
residency records, and from two officials of the telegraph department, who are familiar 
with it. 

1 have several times been told during the recent disturbances that telegrams sent 
by Seyyid Murteza from time to time by the English wire, in English, were drafted and 
written by Mirza Hussein. It was primd facie unlikely that the mirza would leave 
such evidence of his association with the seyyid, and those telegrams which I have 
been able to see, were written in crude writing, proliably of schoolboys, and not by the 
mirza. 

The ono above, however, was recognised directly it was received by the telegraph 
clerk as lining in the handwriting of Mirza Hussein’s brother, and the fact is made 
abundantly clear by comparison with documents in the same individual’s writing 
forthcoming on the residency records. 

P. Z. COX. 


(H .)—Statement made to l!is Majesty's Vice-Consul by 11aji Ewaz Dashti, Native 
Agent-of Messrs. Ziegler and Co. 

Deals with— 

1. Visits of Mirza of German consulate to Seyyid Murteza. 

2. Promise by Mirza of German consulate of support from German consulate. 

3. Question of guard at Messrs. Wonckhnus's premises. 

4. Connection of Seyyid and tho German Mirza with arms traffic. 


Note by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, dated May 1G, 1909. 

11A.II EWAZ DASHTI (Ziegler's native agent) caine to see mo to-day. He lives 
just behind Seyyid Murtoza's bouse, and has known the seyyid intimately for some 
years. He told me that on one occasion, some two or three days before the looting of 
the bazaars, lie bad visited Seyyid Murteza and was advising him strongly to send 
away Ahmed Khan Tangistani and Gliulam Hussein Ilaji Khidar liecause of their blood 
enmity with Zair Khidar, saying that he, the seyyid, would surely get himself into 
trouble if these parties started fighting in the town. 

Whilst he was talking Mirza Hussein, the German inunshi, came in. The seyyid 
assured him that he could s[K'uk out in Hnji Ewnz's presence, ns ho, Haji Ewaz, was a 
llashti. Mirza Hussein, after smoking a kalian, said that he had been praising Seyyid 
Murteza to his consul (“ Khnili taarif shumn kerde-am ”), and went on to say that he 
would get his consul to protect Seyyid Murteza in the event of the seyyid getting into 
trouble with the English. Mirza Hussein said that “Germany is a Power like England, 
rather it is a stronger Power in ships of war, manufactures, Ac.” 

f)n a second occasion, on or about the day after the landing of the bluejackets, 
I laji Ewaz, who had tried to see Seyyid Murteza for several days but could not gain 
access to him on account of his tufnngeiiis and followers, managed to see him early one 
morning. Ilaji Mohammed Hasson and Mirza Hussein came in. Mirza Hussein said, 
“ 1 have brought you good news (baslmrat).” Seyyid Murteza asked, " with reference 
to the nation or a Government.'' Mirza Hussein replied, “ Dovlet ” (i.c., Dovlet-i- 
Aluiati). ^ He went on to say, “ I have seen the consul, and he has removed the English 
soldiers from the office ” (Krunipeter's).* He was very angry at their being there and 
had said,' I hey must not be there any longer. I have spoken to the consul about 
you : it is not suitable for you to come to the consulate or for the consul to come and 
see you. Hut be will protect you, and lie has telegraphed to his Government as well. 

I he German Government is very groat, nud will have these bluejackets taken away.” 
Ilaji Mchained Hassan used also very strong expressions in the same sense, assuring 
the seyyid of German support. 

I laji Ewaz said Seyyid Murteza and Haji Mohammed Hassan and Mirza Hussein 
had I Hum in relations concerning arms traffic for some time past. The two latter are 
ill partnership and they give the seyyid 1 toman per gun imported and 1 toman for 
five revolvers. The seyyid on his part was to get up a “shulugh ’’ (riotl against the 
customs, if any German guns were confiscated by the customs. Seyyid Murteza also 
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sent instructions to tribal chiefs like Rais Ali Tangistani, of Dilwar, to assist in 
importation of these arms. The latter Khan had two dhows which often went to 
Muscat for the smuggling traffic. 

H. G. CHICK. 

May 16, 1909. 


Report by Persian Clerk in Residency Office, dated April 18, 1909. 

I am informed that Mirza Hussein, interpreter of the German consulate, is telling 
people that the British resident by misrepresenting matters to the German consul 
wanted the latter to co-operate with him like the Russian consul in capturing Bushire, 
but that the German consul refused to do so; that the British resident wanted to send 
British soldiers to the German consulate,* but the German consul did not agree to 
receive them because the German consul is in favour of the Nationalists. 

He is also trying to instigate the people to raise objection to the firing of guns 
indulged in by the British. 

b ABD-US-SAMAD. 


Alleged or Suspected Connection of Mirza Hussein, Mirza of the German Consulate, 
and other Persons connected icitli the German Firm, with the Smuggling of Arms and 
other Contraband. _ 


Extract from the News Diary which Vice-Consul keeps for the Consul-General's 
information, dated April 4, 1907. 

(1.) A SERIOUS case of arms smuggling is reported. Quite lately G42 rifles were 
landed at Bariki, where the Khntkhudu is in partnership with a number of Bushiris in 
the arms traffic; 300 rifles have boon brought into Bushire overland by night, and 
were secreted somewhere in the .town or its environs. It is not known where the 
remaining 342 rifles have been disposed of. The following inhabitants of Bushire are 
known to have had these rifles smuggled and are implicated in it:— 

1. Meshedi Ewaz. 

2. Zair Haji. 

3. Zair Abdullah. 

4. Muslim Knssnl>. 

5. Azad Khan Topchi. 

6. One Ali, formerly in the employ of the bank. 

These men form part of a band of about twenty persons who are always together. 
Further names will probably be forthcoming. 

H. G. CHICK. 

Note. -It was Zair Haji and Muslim Kassab who were * recently associated with 
Mustapha Nawab and Messrs. WOnokhaus in a suit regarding a cargo of dates which 
has caused a good deal of trouble, f—P. Z. C. 


Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending 
September 29, 1907. 

2005. The arms traffic is particularly brisk in Bushire at tho present moment. 
The principal smuggler appears to be the commander of the artillery, who i.s reported to 
he arranging a large arms store in his house outside the town. It is’further alleged 
that the consignees of tho 2,071 cases of arms and ammunition which have been landed 
at Muscat in the last twelve months by German steamers ure a certain Abdur Rnhim- 
hin-Jaffer. Bushiri, the agent of Mirza Hussoin, the mirza of the German consulate 
here, and Ilaji Mohammed Ilossan, broker to Messrs. WUnckhaus. The greater part of 
the arms dealt in by the gang beaded by the above-mentioned officer is said to consist 
of Mnnnlicher rifles. It is even hinted that the Hamburg-Amerika ships have been 


• C/„ p. 109 II (I) and viows esprensod in my note thereon. 


• Cf., p. 109 B (4). 


t Sco nlao O (5). 
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known to discharge arms into boats out of sight of land. The real cause of the 
increasing intensity of illicit traffic is mainly the impotence of the customs, and the 
increasing apathy of the Belgian staff in the face of the difficulty and uncertainty of 
their present position. It is noticeable that the residency surgeon has receutly treated 
two cases of accidental wounding by weapons of the latest make; and it is significant 
that a Persian servant was recently discovered by his English master poring over the 
price list of the Army and Navy Stores, in which he was able to distinguish by the 
illustrations between a Browning and a Mauser pistol. 


Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending October 13, 1907. 

2117. Mirza Hussein Ali, till lately customs mudir at Dilwar, near Bushire, 0 has 
stated that during the seven months of his tenure of that post, the quantity of arms, 
ammunition, and spices smuggled in by the sheikh of Clmhkoota and the Khan of 
Tangistan would have brought in 7,000 tomans (1,400/.) to the customs. 


Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending October 20, 1907. 

21G2. With reference to paragraphs 2005 and 2117, enquiries by the vice-consul 
on the subject of smuggling have elicited the following additional facts. The profits 
of the gang referred to in the former paragraph arc said to have totalled 10,000 tomans 
during the past year, the chief item being arms and ammunition, but spices and tea 
accounting tor a part °f the total. These two articles are largely smuggled at Kudhillah, 
where the smugglers are said to have a counterfeit customs stamping-machine, which 
enables their goods to pass the verificator stationed inland at Khushab. 


Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency No. 5 for the week ending 
February 2, 1908. 

278. It is alleged that seventy-four revolvers were landed from the steam-ship 
" Sicilia ” for Mirza Hussein, the Herman consulate munshi ; they were brought ashore 
by him and others in tin* pilot-Wt. They are selling in the bazaar for 15 tomans (3/.) 
each. The Ha mol Bashi complains bitterly that the entire subordinate customs staff is 
as corrupt as before the tariff, and accuses Mirza Ibrahim, under whose direction the 
customs watchmen are, of countenancing smuggling. 


Memoranda by His Britannic Majesty’s Pice-Consul, dated August 190S. 

August 2. -Hist night a mashowa was discovered discharging cartridges near 
Bin Mane (village between the Russian and German consulates). The customs 
tufangcliis got to hoar of it, and captured one load containing some 3000 cartridges and 
a few revolvers. The customs authorities claim that a good deal more had already been 
landed, and the mashowa got up sail hurriedly and left. 

August 4.—It is credibly asserted that the boat which was detected landing arms 
and cartridges on the shore not far from the German consulate was the pilot boat 
of the German steamer. The German mirza and shipping office employes are known to 
he engaged in the arms trade, and it is not the first time that there has been a strong 
suspicion of arms having l>een smuggled ashore from these Hamburg steamers. 


Vote by l'ice-Consul, dated May 9, 1909. 

Aglin Mubsin (consular dragoman) reported a day or two ago hearing further from 
his friend the Amin-ut-Tujjar that Haji Mohamad Hassan, the broker of Wdnckhaus 

• It was Uni* Ali, lilt* chief of Dilwar, whom Seyyid Murtoza called in with his men to .st4/.e the 
custom*, f hie of the lirst things that ho did wtw to open the godowu whore tin* confiscated anus aud 
ammunition i* store.I and transfer the whole to .Seyyid Murtezas house. It was Kan* Ali, of Dilwar, again 
who made tlu* second attempt to enter Hnshiro on the 6th June, but was defeated aud ejected by the derya 
bi'gi, and Soyyid Murteza was then captured himself.—I*. 7. C\ 


and Co., and a former servant of the amin’s, had been complaining bitterly to the 
Amin-ut-Tujjar some little time before the disturbances here of the bad market for 
rifles, of which he had a large number in stock. The amin told him that Haji Mohomed 
Hassan bad been congratulating himself on having disposed of all his stock during the 
disturbances, put a stop to by the landing of our troops. 

To-day Amin-ut-Tujjar was in my office, and incidentally, while speaking of the 
reckless way in which Persian soldiers waste their cartridges, and also about the 
intervention of the gun-running gang here in favour of Mustapha Nawab,* he repeated 
to me the statement that Haji Mohamed Hassan, the German firm’s broker, had made 
to him. The amin had l>een to Hnji Mohamed Hassan to buy a gun for himself. Haji 
Mohamed Hassan replied that ho was very sorry, but ho bad just disposed of all Ins 
stock in hand. 

H. G. CHICK. 


Note by Vice-Consul , dated May 9, 1909. 

I had a conversation with Haji Muhammad Dullal, Gray Paul’s broker, in their 
office this afternoon. His house is next to Seyyid Murteza’s. After having discussed 
commercial affairs for some time, he went on to speak about Seyyid Murtoza and his 
following. Haji Muhammad said that he saw nearly everybody who went in and out 
ol the seyy*d s house every morning and could often hear him holding a council. He 
remembered him holding a secret meeting after my visit to the seyyid, but did not 
notice all who were there. He stated that Meshedy Ali Ahremi (French vice-consul’s 
man), his brother Bahrain, Haji Mohamed Hassan. (the German office’s broker) aud 
Mirza Hussein went continually to the seyyid’s house ; he saw them. 

I'or this, he said, there was a reason. For the last two years these men have been 
carrying on the arms trade actively, and in order to avoid any chanco of search by the 
customs, °r their houses, they take the guns and ammunition smuggled by way of 
Dilwart or Rubhillah to the .seyyid’s house, where they secrete them and can be sure of 
their being safe from the attentions of the customs. 


Information furnished by the Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Bus hire, regarding 

Mirza Hussein's connection with the Arms Trujfic, dated May 9, 1909. 

“Abdul Majid and Brother” is the way the “firm” is styled for business purposes, 
although strictly speaking Abdul Majid himself is only the seven-year old son of one, 
Agha Mirza Abdul Hussein,} the dragomau at the German consulate at the present 
tune. I ho real owner of the “ firm ” is Agha Mirza Abdul Hussein himself and the 
adoption of his infant son’s name us a nom-de-plume is only one of his methods for 
diverting suspicion, for as you know, the “ firm ” is engaged merely in smuggling guns 
and ammunition into Persia. Some time ago, when l first arrived in Bush ire and Before, 
I knew the nature of Mirza Abdul Hussein’s business, I asked him if Abdul Majid was 
Ins brother aud his reply was, “ No, I am merely interested in him.” 

Ihero are secret confederates in Bushire of whom the chief is Ilaji Mohamed 
llassan-bin-AbuI Bushiri, of whom, for your information, the bank’s opinion is, “ petty 
dealer of fair credit.' “ Employe of Messrs. R. Wiinckhaus and Co. He has made a 
considerable amount of money lately, but his business is risky. Caution required. We 
give him credit up to 7,000 tomans.” 

Besides the above there are others connected with the “ firm ” amongst whom I 
might mention Zar Haji Dashti,§ Haji Moslem Glmsab, Azad Beg Toopcheh, Aglia 
Abdurmhim Kuzerooni— all small men in business. The bust named is not in Bushire 
at the time of writing. 

1 he methods adopted by the “firm" in carrying on their business are somewhat 
alter the following manner :— 

Agha Mirza Abdul Hussein buys from the bank telegraphic transfers on our London 
office, who are asked to pay the amount, or rather its equivalent, to the Commons und 
Disconto Bank, in Hamburg, by mail. A list of the various telegraphic transfers bought 
•rum us by Mirza Abdul Hussein is appended to this letter, as also u list of various 
drafts bought from us by the above-mentioned Haji Mohamed Hassan Bushiri. 

In connection with cargo of dates.— P. Z. C. f Ffol note on p. 124, J (3). 

X Cowmouly culled Mirza Hussein.—1\ Z. C. $ Cf, p. 122, J (1). 
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Against receipt of these telegraphic transfers guns and ammunition are shipped by 
German steamers addressed to Muscat. According to information in our possession 
two firms in Germany seem to supply these goods, their names and addresses are: 
Immam Meffert, Gewehr-Fabrik, Suhl, Thuringen, and Gustav Genschow and Co., 
Aktiengesellchaft, Hamburg. The bills of lading ore sent by post direct to Abdul 
Majid in Bush ire, and of course are received by Mirza Abdul Hussein. The goods arrive 
in Muscat some three weeks after the Hills of lading are received in Bushire, and during 
these three weeks the method adopted by Mirza Abdul Hussein seems to be to try and 
sell the whole consignment en bloc by means of the bills of lading, the possession of 
which of course means the ownership of the goods mentioned thereon. 

If Mirza Abdul Hussein is unable to sell the whole consignment cn bloc in 
Bushire, he sends the bills of lading to his principal agent in Muscat, Mirza Hussein 
tsfalmni, who on receipt of the documents takes delivery of the goods from the 
customs, after paying the duty of 5 per cent, ad valorem on such goods in Muscat. 
Mirza Abdul Hussein then draws on his agents (there are two) in Muscat to deliver 
so many guns and so many rounds of ammunition to so and so, either against 
payment here in Bushire or against payment in Muscat. 

The two agents in Muscat are— 

1. Mirza Hussein Isfahani, mentioned above; and 

2. Agha AIdurrahim-hin-Jailer Bushiri. 

The object of having two agents in Muscat is, I hear, l)ecause these two men 
make a speciality of different kinds of arms. For instance, the one is a better 
seller of Mausers than the other, and, vice versd , the one is better of another make than 
the other. 

As far as 1 have been able to trace the first mention of the name of Abdul 
Majid and Brother in the bank’s books appears to l>e on the 23rd April, 1908, when 
Mirza Abdul Hussein lxmght his first telegraphic transfer from us on London, 
llnji Molmmed Hassan, on the other hand, has been buying from us sterling drafts on 
London over since the 2nd November, 1907. 

1 enclose the lists of the purchases of exchange of these two men. 

ARTHUR L. SIMPSON. 


List of Drafts and Telegraphic Transfers bought from the Imperial Rank of Persia, 
Bushire, by Mirza Abdul Hussein (in the name of Abdul Majid, or Abdul Majid 
and Brother), and I Fuji Mohumed-bin-Hassnu Abul Bushiri. 

Telegraphic Tra. ls fera ,m b.mlon by Mira, Abdul | )isfu Ll „ llloll bjr n»ji Moluuned Uawrn. 


190K— C t. d. 1907— £ .t. d. 

23rd April .. . .. 180 0 0 2nd November, oil demand .. 100 0 0 

6th June. .. .. .. 300 0 0 19th „ „ .. 100 0 0 

11th „ .. .. 200 0 0 2Hth Pecouihor, .. .. 140 0 0 

fith July* .. .. .. 25 0 0 190&— 

12th „ .. .. .. 600 0 0 10th February, „ .. 200 0 0 

18th Octobor .. .. .. 400 0 0 2nd April, „ .. 950 0 0 

23rd December .. .. 230 0 0 18th „ three months’date .. 200 0 0 

25 th „ „ .. 199 17 9 

1909— 27th Jlino, on demand 80 4 3 

21 si February .. .. 140 0 0 29th November, „ .. 50 0 0 

18th April .. .. .. 190 0 0 Gth December, „ .. 2(H) 0 0 

2nd May .. .. 150 0 Of 8th „ „ .. 100 0 0 

12th ,. „ .. 3(H) 0 0 

1909— 

17th .humary. „ .. 800 0 0 

24 th ,. .. 172 19 2 

30th „ 200 0 0 

28th March, .. 410 0 0 

4th May, three mouths* date .. 100 0 0 

Total .. . ..2,715 0 0 Total .. .. ..3,709 1 2 


* This telegraphic transfer was payable to fluMav, Genschow, ami Co., Akticogesellschaft, Hamburg. 
All the ether telegraphic transfers were [KVjtkble to Comment und Disconto Bank, Hamburg. 

t The German mirza’a pay is only 60 tomans per month, equal about 1301. per year.—P. Z. 0. 


127 


Translation of an Anonymous Letter addressed, to the Customs Director, Bushire , press copy 
of which was anonymously sent to the Imperial Bank of Persia, Bushire. 

Bushire , May 31, 1909. 

For some time T have wanted to give you some information, but I presumed that 
your administration was fully aware of all sorts of occurrences. Even now I am sure 
that you have full knowledge. What is the cause that you feign ignorance, since you 
have "steamers at your disposal and you draw a large salary from the Government 
which belongs to tlie poor nation ? What can a respectable merchant do when persons 
smuggle goods from customs? If you know, why do you not stop it ? And if you do 
not know I will now tell you. Haji Moslem, Zar Haji Molmmed Moheb,* Molmmed 
Dashti, Zar Abdullah, Mesnedi Ewaz, Azad Beg, Haji Molmmed Hassan, Haji Shaban 
Bazaz, are the persona who smuggle every month a large quantity of tea, aniline dye, 
arms, &c., vifl Koweit—some via Tangistan to Ahmedi and Tangistan villages. May 
the national right (of bread you usurp) blind you ! Keep a commissioner at Dalaki, 
lx*tween the Borasjoon and Khuslmb roads, and then you will see what quantities 
of goods are smuggled without paying any duty. Even the agent of the Bombay 
Persian Steam Navigation Company (Limited)f has gone into partnership with Sheikh 
Hussein (“ Peder Sookhti ”), of Chakooteh, and lands large quantities of goods. 

You create expenses for the Government. Why do you not also keep a man who 
must not be dishonest, provided the chiefs (whose wives are disreputable) co-operate and 
not work as antagonists? Noor Mahomed Khan, of Dalaki, charges 1 toman per load 
on all smuggled goods ; tea, l toman per case ; rifles, 1 toman per gun. He 1ms made 
a contract to that effect with Sheikh Hussein Chakooteh to pay and allow to pass free. 
Why do you not order these small steamers which are under your control to be 
stationed near Bahrein, to confiscate the smuggled articles for Tangistan and Koweit ? 

You unloyal to Government, be disgraced S You have acquired the same habit as 
the dishonest Persian Mussulman officers. Merchants are ruined; revenues are lost. 
Look what is going on. What is the matter? Has the Empire been divided into 
various kingdoms ? If you do not take steps, then I will know how to write 
about you. 

« WELL-WISHER.” 


Extract from Statement of Haji Ewaz , Messrs. Ziegler's Native Agent, regarding 
connection of the German Mirza and Brother with Smuggling Traffic , dated May IG, 
1909. 


Haji Ewaz said Seyyid Murteza and Haji Mohamed Hassan and Mirza Hussein 
had been in relations concerning arms traffic for some time past. The two latter are in 
partnership, and they give the seyyid 1 toman per gun imported and 1 toman for five 
revolvers. The seyyid, on his part, wils to get up a “ shulugh ” (riot) against the 
customs if any German guns were confiscated by the customs. Seyyid Murteza also 
sent instructions to tribal chiefs like Rais Ali Tangistani,} of Dilwar, to assist in importa¬ 
tion of these arras. The latter khan had two dhows, which often went to Muscat for 


the smuggling traffic. 


II. G. CIIIUK. 


• ey, p. 123. j (3). 

t No doubt acting on tikis anonymous (otter, the (liroctor of customs has since approached mo in regard 
to this agent's complicity in smuggling. I asked him to try and gol some concrete evidence and thou write 
6* mo officially. W hen the late agent of the company died, and 1 hoard from His Majesty s vice-consul that 
the present mail was about to bo appointed, 1 idogruphod on tho 24th July, 1908,(•) tin* Government of 
India to beg that, if possible, tlio head ofllco of the comjjauy in Bombay might be advised t-> appoint another 
turn. The company refused, however, to accept our advice.—P. Z. C. 
t Of., p. 124. J (3). 


(•) Shiraz No. 19. 
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[27219] No. 223. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 5. Commercial. Confidential.) 

gi Tj Bushire, June 27, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 309, dated the 22nd June, 1909, addressed 
to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, I have the honour to forward copies of the under¬ 
mentioned documents:— 

1. Letter from Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, commanding Indian oil guards at Ahwaz, 
to the Resident, No. 205, dated the 10th June. 

2. Report on the Karkhah River, with special reference to its suitability for 
irrigation, with maps. 0 By Lieutenant A. T. Wilson. 

Copies are also being sent to His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, and to the Secretary 
to the Government of India in the Foreign Department. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Ears, £(c. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 223. 

Lieutenant Wilson to Consul-General Cox. 

gj r> *" ' Ahwas, June 10, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a report on the River Karkhah, with 
special reference to its suitability for irrigation, with maps.* 

2. The conclusion which I have reached, after a careful examination of the river in 
the vicinity of Kut Nairn Ilashim, and .after full consideration of all available information 
hearing on the political and tribal aspectsof the question, is that the scheme, adumbrated 
by Sheikh Kliaznl for the reconstruction of a dam at KutNahr Ilashim on the Karkhah 
presents no practical difficulties, and is likely to he extremely remunerative. It will be 
recollected that Sir W. Willcocks, On information supplied to him by me in March, before 
I had actually visited the river, expressed the same opinion. 

;j. 'n„. ottly serious political or tribal difficulties that seem likely to arise are those 
which may lie caused by the hostility "f the Bani Turuf to any scheme of irrigation from 
the Karkhah, which, if’earried out, will inevitably diminish the area of the marshes in 
which they live, and whose waters they utilise extensively for the cultivation of rice. 
Sheikh Khazal, however, though fully aware of this difficulty, and giving it 
perhaps more weight than seems to Ire justified by facts, has expressed to me his 
belief that, by a combination of threats and cajolery, and by offering the tribe land 
on the new canals, he will bo able to secure their consent, though it will perhaps ho 
given unwillingly. 

I. The scheme involves the construction of a Irarrage at Kut Nuhr Ilashim, 
near the site of two previous dams, and the clearing out of the old canals, which, 
until twenty-live years ago, were actually in use, and have been found in practice 
to he effective, '('bis barrage must be of brick ami stone, and, in view of previous 
failures, Sheikh Khazal realises the necessity for its construction by a European 
expert. With the exception of the dam and headworks, however, ho would require no 
European assistance, being fully capable of arranging for the cleaning out of the canals 
and the distribution of the water himself, as was done by his predecessor. 

5. (In my returning from visiting the river on the 2nd June, 1909, I visited 
Sheikh Khazal and described to him what 1 had scon, and my views as to the practica¬ 
bility of the various schemes, lie seemed greatly interested, and, as regards the Siuu- 
ul-Abbas scheme, said that, had he known how easily it could bo completed, bo would 
have finished it long ago. As regards the Kut Nairn Ilashim scheme, ho said that if 
only the British would lend him 50,000/. lie would undertake this scheme, spending, 
suv, 20.000/. on it, and the rest on houses, pumps, forts, and other works which he had 
in contemplation. The interest on this sum, say, 2,500/., was, lie said, a small thing, 

• Not reproduced. 


only one-twentieth of what he had spent on the Bani Turuf expedition last, year, and he 
would have no difficulty in paying it out of his last year’s revenue or in kind, in the 
f orm of dates, rice, &c. ft could, however, Ire secured, if necessary, on the canal works 
at Nuhr Hashiin. 

C. In reply, I reminded him of his undertaking with regard to Karkhah 
irrigation, and said that it he was to produce a tangible scheme for Karkhah 
irrigation and make definite proposals on the subject to the British Government, I had 
little doubt that the latter would assist him as promised. 

7. 1 le then asked what steps he should take in order to commence an examination 
of the question with a view to early action, lie said that he was prepared to under¬ 
take the erection of a dam at Kut, Nnhr Ilashim next year, and that ho would ask the 
British Government for an engineer to examine the site in the cold weather and estimate 
the cost. IIo then asked me if I could undertake any preliminary work in connection 
with the preparation of a scheme and estimates. 1 replied that I should, of course, 
have to refer the question to Government, and could give no answer at present. He 
repeated this suggestion, saying that as 1 was his friend, known to all the Arabs, and 
knowing the country, I coiild tactfully carry out preliminary work and accustom the 
Arabs near Kut Nalir Ilashim to Euroi>eau methods of investigation. He offered me 
every facility for the purpose, and repeated his desire to take up the question seriously, 
getting a European engineer out to make plans and estimate the cost, and finally 
arranging with the British Government for the financing of tlm scheme. 

8. 1 am not yet sure how far the sheikh is in earnest, but his attitude has certainly 
changed since 1907, when he refused to permit Major Morton to go to Kut Nnhr 
Haslnm, on the ground that it was not safe, and that his investigations would excite 
the Arabs. I think there is no probability of the latter viewing my investigations 
unfavourably; as far os I can judge local opinion is strongly in favour of the dam being 
built, and 1 was cordially welcomed. At all events 1 anS sure that the sheikh was in 
earnest in asking me to undertake a detailed examination of the site, in order to 
facilitate and expedite the work of the expert who would he subsequently called 
in to estimate and report, and I believe that he is really anxious to forward the 
scheme. 

9. The sheikh’s suggestion, which accords with my personal inclinations, seems to 
be good, and I bog to recommend that I bo permitted to undertake a detailed 
examination of the Kut Nalir Hashiin site as soon as possible, assisted by the two 
surveyors now working under me on Abbadan Island. 

Such an examination as L propose would include a large-scale map of the vicinity of 
Kut Nnhr Ilashim, with river levels, depth, site of rocks, old dams, Ice., and a large- 
scale map of the district, showing old canals proposed to be reopened, with levels, both 
on the lines of Major Morton's Karun scheme. 

10. Such an investigation would occupy me about three months, and would be of 
the greatest use to any engineer who might lie subsequently required to report on the 
scheme and estimate the cost. As long as 1 remain in Arabistan in charge of the Indian 
oil guard I can undertake this task in addition to my other duties, in the same way 
as my enquiries at Mblmimuerah, on Abbadan Island, and elsewhere in South-West 
Persia. 

If, however, ns is not unlikely, the guard lie removed before I am able to complete 
the enquiry, it might be necessary to depute me for a month or two longer for the 
purpose. 

11. 1 therefore beg to request that 1 may ho permitted to undertake this investiga¬ 
tion .as soon as possible, in such ways and by such means as I find practicable; and I 
would further ask that when orders have been passed 1 may be informed by telegraph, 
in order that 1 may commence as soon as possible and complete the investigation before 
the beginning of the cold weather. This will enable the scheme to he examined during 
the ensuing winter by an export and a decision arrived at by the spring of 191(1. 

12. In an interview oil the I lth instant Sheikh Khazal affirmed his desire to 
arrange for a British engineer to visit Kut Nalir Ilashim this winter to prepare plans 
and estimates. 

I have, &c. 

A. T. WILSON. 


[11165] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 223. 

Report by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson on the Karkhah Hirer, with special reference to its 
suitability for Irrigation: with Maps. 


Contents. 

Part (A).—Political hu< 1 tribal considerations— 

1. Extent of whoikhs exclusive right* and his undisputed Ixmndnries 

2 . Nizam-cs-Hultanolfs claims 

3. Effect of schiMiK! on inhabitants of llawizeh district 

4. Attitude of Persian liovermnent 

5. Attitude of Turkish rJoveriimont 
Part (It). —Thu Knrkhnh— 

1. Course 

2. Character of the stream 

3. Character of th- 1 sinks 

4. 1 mention and villages 
Part (C).—Irrigation projects — 

1. 8inn-ul-Abbas 

2. Knrkhnh scheme (X), (Y), (Z). 

3. (icneral Homarks 

•I. Kffect of Slmur project on Knrkhnh irrigation scheme 


Chief Sources of Information. 

Consular Diaries, 181)2 1901) (Mohanimerah). 

Administration Reports, Persian Cult’, 1890-1907. 

“ Rally Adventures,” Layard, 1840. 

Interview with Haji Rais, 18th April, 1909. 

Interview with Sheikh Khazal, 19th April, 2nd June, and 11th June, 1909. 
Despatch from Sir \V. Willcpcikfl t<» Major P. X. Cox, (.1.1.K., dated March 1909. 
Notes on Shanr and Shush, by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, Christmas Day, 1908. 
Report on Kanin Irrigation Scheme, by Major W. R. Morton, R.K., 1907. 

Notes on Knrkhnh and Km Nahr llnshim, by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, 31st May 
to 2nd .1 line, 1909. 

Articles on llawizeh and River Knrkhah in Mr. J. G. Lorimer’s “ Persian Gulf 
(Jazetteer.” 


1*aut (A.)— Political and TmIbai. Considerations. 


1. Extent of Sheikh's r.rclusire Mights and his undisputed Boundaries. 

The jurisdiction of Sheikh Khnzal over all Arabs in Arabistan who arc Persian 
subjects is now practically undisputed, and extends from near Pn-i-Pul al)ove Shush 
along the Karkhah to llawizeh, including tie- whole district under the vali of the latter 
place, and from Ghuraihnh downwards both bunks of the Karkhah. Beyond the 
karkhah mam nomad tribes, some like the (’banana, nominally Persian subjects and 
friendly to tile sheikh, others such as the Bani Lam, Abdul Khan, and Khasrij. nominally 
Turkish subjects, hut practically independent. Tin* sheikh claims the Dawairij River 
as the IVrso-Turkish boundary, the Turks the Karkhah Near Nahr Hashim top west 
bank of the latter is occupied bv Bani Turnf. The sheikh authority over llawizeh is 
undisputed, though he not infrequently finds it necessary to use force, or threats of 
force, t" obtain the revenue from the people of llawizeh (10,000 tomans), and from the 
Bani Tmuf (20,000 toman ) who live west of llawizeh near the marshes of the Karkhah, 
and cultivate rice extensively. Thu right of the Arabs of llawizeh and Knt Nahr 
Hashim to construct dams and to utilise the Karkhah for irrigation purposes is 
umjuestioned, and has been exercised constantly during the last 100 years. The three 
dams at Knt Nahr Hashim were made by various valis of llawizeh and their rights can 
now he properly exorcised by the sheikh, who since 1902 has assumed responsibility for 
the revenue of the district, the Persian Government being unable'to recover the same 
hy their own arrangements, llawizeh is included theoretically in the administrative 
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division of Southern Arabistan, and in 1904 the Sheikh of Mohammerah by a successful 
expedition against the Bani Turuf, the principal tribe, succeeded in reducing the tribe to 
actual submission. 

Similar action was contemplated by him in 1908, though on this occasion the 
collection of a force at Muzaffari was sufficient to bring the Bani Turuf to terms. Up 
to twenty-five years ago the water of the Karkah was brought to within 4 miles of 
Aminivah, opposite Ahwaz by means of canals, which irrigated an area of about 
250,000 acres, the whole district being admittedly in the hands of Arabs tributary to 
llaji Jabir, the father of the present sheikh. The lands of Kut Nahr Hashim have 
been occupied continuously for at least four generations by the predecessors of tho 
present inhabitants. 

Summury. 

Thu sheikh exercises effective jurisdiction from the Karun to tho Karkhah and the 
old bed of the Karkhah, by virtue of his position as successor to Haji Jabir as chief of 
the Chaab and Muhaisin and allied tribes. By virtue of his position of overlord of 
Hawizch, which he attained gradually from 1895 onwards, and formally in 1904, lie 
exercises effective jurisdietion over all Arabs who are Persian subjects in the Juawizeh 
district, i.e. , up to the Turco- Persian frontier. 

The question as to whether lie has an exclusive right to the Kut Nahr Hashim 
lands will now be examined. 


2. Nizam-es-Sultaneh’s Claims. 

Nizam-es-Sultaneh was governor of Arabistan in 1889-90, 1894-5, and 1 895-6, 
when he was dismissed owing to his unsatisfactory action in the. Tanfield ease. When 
in iehrun in 1895 (94 ?) he found that concessions in Arabistan were obtainable for the 
asking, and obtained a series of farmans giving him the lands at Deh Mulla on the 
Hindiyan River, on the Jarralii and at Mashur, on the right (east) bank of the Karun 
(Anufijah land), and at Kut Nahr Hashim. No copies, or even passably accurate 
verbal summaries, of these farmans are available; their contents are only known by the 
statements of Nizauws-Sultaneh to llaji Rais in Tehran in 1895, as reported by the 
latter. The farmans respecting Deh Mulla and the .Jarralii seem to have been quickly 
cancelled, and the sheikh's rights there are undisputed ; that respecting the right hank 
of the Karun is said to have been rendered obsolete by a new farman obtained by 
Sbeikli Mizal through Haji Rais, acknowledging the rights of the Chaab thereto. It is 
further alleged that when the Nizam-es-Sultaneh obtained this farmau, a farman con¬ 
firming the rights of the Chaab was already in existence. None of these farmans are 
available for inspection. At all events up to his death, the rights of the Nizam-es- 
Saltaneh to Mashur were not disputed, and the sheikh acted as his agent there. The 
farman relating to Kut Nahr Hashim on the Karkhah lias not been disputed, although 
then* are grounds for thinking that it is in reality cancelled hy the farman of 1901 , 1(1 
which the Persian Government acknowledged that they had no right to grant to others 
laud lielonglng to Arabs on Abbadan Island, and on the left (and right) hank of the 
Karun without granting compensation to the occupants; this point cannot be finally 
settled until the farman is produced.* On general grounds, however, the farman, if 
seriously disputed, could not lie upheld, for the rights of the Nizam-es-Sultamdi in Kut 
Nahr Hashim, if he over possessed them, may he held to have lapsed through lack of 
exercise. He never took any measures to defend his property from tho Bani Turuf, nor 
attempted to develop it in any way. On his death in 1907 his rights are stated to 
Live passed into the hands of his nephew and heir, Sardar Mukarram, who also 
succeeded to the title of Nizam-es-Sultaiich. The sheikh had been in the habit of 
paying the riizam 500 tomans tier annum For Kut Nahr Hashim ami 500 tomans to 
Government, though as a matter of fact it is admitted that the maliyut due to Govern- 
, jl e,lt * s 1*000 tomans per annum. This arrangement was cone* to in order not to 
disturb the Arabs by asking them to pay more taxes than they did In-tore the Nizam- 
es-Sultaneh purchased t he land. 

1 liese payments were continued until the death <<f the nizam, since when no money 
Lis been paid to Government or to the present nizam .(Sardar Mukarram). Sheikh 
Knazal states that lie will never pay again to the latter, though, of course, ho will 
resume the payment of maliyat. to Government should circumstances necessitate it ; ho 

• It is in safe keeping at Snbilivoi. on the Turkish hunk <>f the Shntt-nl-Arab. The slave woman in 
c »rgo has gone away to Kerbelct, taking the key with her. 
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further amfojinces emphatically that lie intend* to dispute the Nizam-es-Sultaneh’s 
furmaus, and gut them cancelled, and it seems probable that lie will succeed. 1 lie K.ut 
Nahr llnshim farman seems to have been obtained by the nizam m compensation for 
losses sustained by him at Shiraz. He took it as a speculation, intending to sell it to 
the sheikh at a remunerative price later ou. „ . 

Sheikh Kliazal is emphatic in desiring the British Government to retrain from 
bringing up the question of these concessions for the present, asserting that he will do 
wiiat is necessary to get them cancelled himself. 

Summary. 

Tlio late Nizam es-Snltnnoli’s claims are based upon a fornmn of doubtful legality, 
giving him ri d.ls in land which it was not in the pmver of the Persian Government to 
give -a fact which has been admitted as far as the left hank of the Karim and Abbadai. 
Island is concerned, which districts are on a precisely similar footing to the lands on the 
west bank of I lie Karkliiih. His claims need not therefore be taken seriously, or 
considered to he a serious obstacle to the sheikh's schemes. 

3. Effect at Scheme on Inhabitants oj Hawizeh District. 

The inhabitants of the Hawizeh district, governed formerly by a semi-independent 
chief, known as the wali, consist broadly speaking or the fixed population in and near 
Hawizeh town (5,000 souls) and the nomadic tribes commonly known as the Bam Turuf, 
whose numbers are estimated at 00,250. The former own no irrigated laud, and ill fact 
n .]y for their water supply solely on a canal known as Atabiyah, the beat! ot which is 
in the hands of the liani turuf. Their condition would 1)0 no worse if irrigation works 
Were started at Kut Nahr Hnshim, and might he. greatly improved il water was thereby 
led again to I Iawizeli, as was done some forty years ago on a small scale. 

The Haiti Turuf and tribes attached thereto arc numerous, well-to-do, and warlike ; 
they utilise the water of the Karkhali extensively for the cultivation of rice, and would 
resent actively any serious diminution of their water supply, it they felt themselves 
Strong enough to do so. At present, however, they are in the power of the sheikh, 
their chief men being hostages at Kaillva. ...... . . , 

They are the most important factor to pe reckoned with m the districts west ol 
the Kanin, and Sheikh Kliazal, though lie affects to scorn the idea of their being able 
to otter effective resistance to an irrigation scheme.at Kut Nahr Hnshim, is in reality 
not a little nervous as to their possible attitude in the matter. This nervousness, 
however, does not seem just ified by facts, ami there is little doubt that if he undertakes 
dm scheme holdlv he will receive the enthusiastic support of Ids subjects, who view the 
Kul Nahr Ilashim scheme more favourably than any other,because the older generation 
re .. the past fertility of the districts now barren which were watered by Nahr 

Ilashim system. , ,, , 

The gain of irrigated land at Kut Nahr Hnshim will he (at greater than the loss 
of irrigated land in the liani Turuf district, where the greater part of the waters ot the 
Karkhali are lost in the marshes, it should not lie impossible lor the sheikh to grant 
irrigated lands on the new canal or elsewhere to the Haul Turuf, m order to com¬ 
pensate them for the reduction of the marsh water. Tins step would also help to 
bring the liani Turuf into parts of Arabistnn more accessible than their present 
marshes, ami assist tile sheikh ill Ids task of reducing this recalcitrant tribe to 
submission. Some such action is, in fact, contemplated by the sheikh, who hopes, 
if lie erects a dam at Kut Nahr Ilashim, to secure their co-operation, 


Summary. 

The liani Turuf would he prejudicially offeoted by irrigation projects ou the 
Karkhali, and would have to lie compensated by the grant of land ou the new canal or 
elsewhere Tim sheikh is nervous ns to their attitude in the matter, and will do 
his host to satisfy their fair claims, rather than force them to have resort to arms. 

4. .-I ttilude of Persian Government. 

The Persian Government might perhaps claim the right to grant a concession 
for irrigation on the Karkhali, as it has virtually alleged its right to do on the Karun. 


It is plain that such a claim would 1x3 wholly untenable. The Karun is open to inter¬ 
national traffic, and a diminution of its waters would involve questions with which the 
Central Government alone could deal. Nor has the Karun been utilised for irrigation 
during the last 500 years. The Karkhali, on the other hand, is not navigable, and has 
been dammed at one place or another near Kut Nahr Hashim from ancient times more 
or less continuously till about 1884, when tho most recently built dam broke. 

The only possible excuse that the Central Government could have for interfering 
in the matter would be in order to enforce the claims of the Nizam-es-Suita neh, dealt 
with above. Any such interference, however, in view of the unjust nature of these 
claims, would probably he held to constitute an infringement of the sneikh’s autonomous 
position,,which we are pledged to safeguard, and would not be tolerated by the sheikh 
for a moment. 

Summary . 

The Persian Government cannot legitimately or effectively interfere. 

5. Attitude of Turkish Government. 

The Turkish Government claim the Karkhali as the Porso-Turkish border, blit their 
jurisdiction is not, and has never been, effective or in any way admitted by the 
inhabitants of the tract between the Karkhali and Dawairij. The Bani Lam and 
Khasrij certainly graze over the lands up to the west bunk of the Karkhuh at certain 
times of the year, But so also do the Bani Turuf and allied tribes, and tho Clmnaua 
who are admittedly Persian subjects. 

Near Kut Nahr Hashim the west bank is at present occupied by the tribe of one 
Saiyid Ali of the Bani Turuf. 

On the whole, the claims of the Turkish Government need not be taken seriously, 
as the boundary question is not likely to lie pressed seriously by them for many years 
to come, and their claim that the Karkhali is the boundary would probably he rejected 
by arbitrators. 

Summary. 

It is improbable that the Turkish Government would attempt to interfere in 
any way. 


Part (B.)— The Kaiuchaii. 

The Karkhali rises some 50 miles north of Kannanshali and flows through Luristan, 
the greater part of which province it drains. From its source to Dizful is alx>ut 250 
miles. It forms the western limit of ellective Persian jurisdiction as exercised by the 
governor of Arabistnn and the sheikh of Molmmmcrah. Beyond it, within the lulls, is 
the autonomous district of Pusht-i-Kuh, and between it and the Dawairij lliver roam 
virtually independent tribes such as the Bani Lam, Abdul Khan, and Khasrij (nominally 
Turkish), and the ('iianana (nominally Persian). 

In the middle ages the Karklmh was known as tin* Dujnil of IWi lira, from an important 
town which was then sit uated near ir a short day’s journey to tho south of Shush. 

Though it drains a larger area than the Diz, the volume of its waters is much smaller, 
because Luristan west of the Diz has fewer snow-clad mountains than the Bakhtiari 
country. Only the northern slopes of the Kabir Kuh, which is the main range, are 
drained by the Karkhali, the southern slopes being drained by rivers debouching into 
Turkish Mesopotamia 

1. The Course of the Karkhuh. 

Near its exit from the hills tin? Karkhali was formerly spanned by a bridge of 
which the remains still exist and are known as Pa-i-Pul. About -l miles south of 
Pu-i-Pul the river passes tin* Sassutiinn ruins of Aiwau-i-Karkhuh, which lie lialf-a-inilo 
from its western bank ; 14 miles further on, Shush, tho site of the ancient Susa, 
is left 2 miles from the eastern hank. Aiwan-i-Knrkliah was still in the tenth century 
a.d. a small but populous town with a weekly market. 

The Karkhali alter this runs south-south-east to a place clue west of the point 
at which the Shaur joins the Diz; it runs south-west, for 20 miles past Ghumihuh and 
Kut Nahr Hashim, 4 miles below which village it runs north-west above Hawizeh to 
the marshes in the possession of the Bani Turuf. 

[1(>05] 
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Six miles above Kut Nalir Hashim it breaks through a broad gap across tbe low 
range of sandstone bills known as Minyur, which run north-west from Ahwaz, and 
which give rise here, as at Alnvaz, to rapids. The ledges of rock over which the river 
here Hows with a drop of about 5 feet are known us Sinn-ul-Abbas, and are not 
unlike those at Ahwaz, though on a smaller scale. This site is dealt with in some 
detail under “ Irrigation Projects” below. 

At Kut Nahr Hashim the river breaks through another low range of hills, and 
here again are rapids caused by the descent of the river over a series of rocky ledges, 
the total fall being about 5 feet in a mile. The remains of two stone dams erected 
upon these ledges are still to 1st seen. This site is also dealt with in detail under 
“ Irrigation Projects." 

Knur miles’below Kut Nabr Hashim the river turns abruptly north-west.' At this 
point may lie seen tint remains of a dam built of sticks, mud, and stones, which was 
constructed probably about 120 years ago in order to prevent tbe river from leaving its 
old Ited and adopting its present alignment. This dun was destroyed in 1837, 
according to Laynrd, by the river changing its lied, but according to local report by the 
deliberate act of one Abu Saltillo, chief of the Sburfa tribe, who had been dismissed and 
ejected by Alai Ali Willi, of llawizeb. From an inspection of tbe site, tbe latter 
explanation seems more probable than the former. The dam once broken, the kurkhnh, 
which was in Hood at the time, reverted to the north-western channel, which the tiara 
was designed to block, and m the course of a few years cut it down to its present level, 
some in feet below the level of the old bed. 

It has frei|iiently been assorted that the Karkhtlh once flowed into the Karuti, 
according to one version, from the point west of Build-i-Qir, where it turns south-west; 
according to another version, from the point where the old lied turns north-west to 
Hawizeh. There is now no trace of any such bed, and Major Morton’s levels seem to 
indicate that the first theory is untenable, and the second unlikely. Were tbe Karkbab 
diverted from its present bed towards tlit* Karim it would probably not join that river, 
but How down a depression which exists 8 or 10 miles on west of the western bank of 
the Karun, and runs towards Bussoruh. 

At thu western end of the Hawizeh district, after flowing through irrigation canals 
and wide marshes, the river gradually reassembles its waters, and finally, under the 
name of Shwaiyib, it enters tile Sliult-elAmb I miles below (Jurmih, its waters no 
longer clear. Inti muddy and contaminated by the overflow from the marshes of the 
Tigris and Dawairij. 

2. Character of the Stream. 

At its entrance into Arahistan the Karkhah is a broad and rapid stream of whitish 
colour in autumn, hut heavily laden, like the lliz, with reddish silt when in flood. Naur 
Aiwan-i-Ktirkhnh it is split into several brunches by low islands. Further down it 
continues to bo broad, and islands and hoiks in mid-stream remain frequent; at Sinn- 
ul-Alibas tbe normal water level of tbe river is about It) feet, at Kut Nahr Hashim 
about 15 feet, below the level of tbe surrounding country. It is fordable from Juno to 
December at frequent points between Kut Nalir Hashim and Pa-i-Pul. The locality of 
those fords shifts occasionally, bill the flow of water is not abnormally rapid, and there 
is no reason to consider tbe f>rds dangerous. Frequent rapids and lack of water in 
slimmer make the Karkbab unsiiitcd above Nabr Hashim for navigation of any kind, 
but in the summer of 1841, when the stream was at its lowest, a steamer ascended tbe 
Shwaiyib section for a distance of III miles. The waters of tbe Karkbab are celebrated 
in historv for their purity, though for what reason it is hard to say. Being for the 
most part not snow-fed, its waters are several degrees warmer than those of the Karun, 
and apparently less pure. 1‘arallel to the Karkhah. and taking its rise a few miles 
above Shush from springs which lire probably led by the Karkhah, runs the Shaur, a 
river of clear water, which retains the suine level all the year round, except for floods 
caused by local tain. It seems to send distributaries normally into the Karkhah, hut 
when the latter tops its hanks it overflows into tile Shaur. 

!i. Character of the lianks. 

The hanks of the Karkhah from Buq’uli i-Uhuib I bn Ali above Shush to Ghuraibah, 
are wo. ,dcd with tamarisk jungle and small I roes, and lined in places witli dense brakes of 
cane reeds ami willow, forming a belt several miles in breadth. Tbe lion and fallow 
deer formerly found herb are now practically extinct, hut wild hour, hyena, ami small 
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game abound ; wolves arc not unknown, and herds of gazelle frequent the plains on 
both banks of the river. 

4. Irrigation and Villages. 

The waters of the Karkhah above Shush are utilised for irrigation to some extent, 
and the canal, Harmushi, which takes oil’ above Shush, near Pa-i-Pul, supplies a 
considerable area with water. 

Near Shush are tho remains of great canals, down which were probably floated tbe 
great stone columns for tbe Sassanian palace of Susa, brought from the mountains of 
Luristun. In Sassanian times a dam existed at Sinn-nl-Abbas, and within the last few 
years Saivid Na’amah, under orders from Sheikh Khnzal, expended 3,000 tomans 
belonging to the latter in constructing a small canal from above Sinn-ul-Abbas to tbe 
ground of Wosniklh, a distance of about 3 miles. The canal was almost finished, and 
only the dam across the branch of the Karkhah with which tin; canal connected 
remained to be built, lint owing apparently to a quarrel between Sheikh Khnzal and 
Saivid Na'amah die scheme was never completed. It is, however, technically sound, 
and would doubtless be extremely profitable. 

At Kut Nabr Hashim are the remains of two brick and stone dams. The lower of 
the two and the older is built- on a ledge of rock running from h ink to bank of the 
river; it is remarkably low in elevation, -and appears incapable of raising water toil 
sufficient heights. It appears to have been destroyed by the river cutting round its 
eastern end. It is known as the jSadd-i-Farjullah, after the wall of llawaizeh, who 
constructed it. The upper and more recent dam, some 500 yards above the Sadd-i- 
Farjullah, is known as the Sudd-i-Nnsariyab, having been constructed in the reran 
of Nasir-ud-Din Shah. It is described in greater detail under “ Irrigation Products" 
below. It was made by Mania Nasrulla, wali of llawaizeh, apparently about 1840, 
and was m use till about. 1834, when it was turned by tbe water, which cut away 
the bank at its western end. leaving it high and dry. ' bocal report states that this 
accident was caused by a fisherman of the Bani Turuf, who stood on the hank at 
flood-time with his trident in his hand and cut. the hank, allowing the water to 
overflow, with results ruinous to Kut Nahr Hashim, but profitable to the Bani Turuf. 

1 hi the opposite bank are to lie seen the remains of a mud fort said to have been built 
by Asaf-ed- Doivleh when governor of Arahistan, for the use of the detachment of 
troops stationed there for the protection of the dam. 

Tile dam 4 miles below Kut Nahr Hashim, where the new and old beds diverge, 
lias already been mentioned. It is said to have been built by Abd Ali, father of 
Fnrjullah. 

Rock foundations might, perhaps, he found below the surface, lint this is not very 
likely, and it mil be admitted that this site is unfavourable for it stone dam and 
difficult lor a dam of wood, mud, and stones, owing to the height to which water must 
w raised and the considerable breadth of.the stream here (300 yards front hank to 
batik ; present channel, 140 yards). 


I'AItT (<).)— Inti 10 AT I OX PllOJKOTS. 


1. Sinn-ul-AbiaSi (Vide Part (11), 4, and rough plan.) 

At Sinn-ul-Abbas, li miles north of Kut Nabr Hashim, where the Karkhah cuts 
through the Minyur Hills, it flows over a ledge of rock (" A ” on plan) with a tall at 
high water ol altout 5 feet, and probably ns much as 8 feet at low water. A branch of the 
river, avoiding "A,'flows rapidly over a series of ledges, ending with a Bill of from 
- feet to a feet at “ 1',, a ledge ol rock which continues right across the river al " I) " 
Some 400 yards below ■■D" the whole river is pent up at ‘'0" between meky 
gates, some 15 feet high and 30 yards broad. There exist al this point traces of an old 
dam, probably Sassanian, with cuts for water-mills and sluices. This dam supplied 
With water a canal running in the same direction as Saivid Na'amah’s (•• g v " on plan) 
as shown by the cutting through the solid rock which'Saiyid Nu mnah found ready to 
nuiiu, ami availed himself ol. * J 

The construction of u dam at "C," " D-E,” or “ A-B" is undoubtedly practicable, 
hut less useful than one lower down at Kut Nalir llushim, where the e,Inals Ac., are 
cut and only need clearing out. 
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The completion of a dam of stone, or of sticks and mud, at “ B,” in order to feed 
Saiyid Na’ainah’s canal, is, however, not only nracticable, hut m every way desuabk 
The site presents no technical difficulties, and only a small portion ol the Karkhah 
water wimid ho utilised, so little as not to affix* the Ban. Turut m any way he land 
w hi c h it would bring under cultivation would support a population ol seecial thousand 
and L'l-eatlv strengthen the sheikh's hand when lie desired to commence operations at 
kilt ^Nahr 1 Iashini, a few miles distant. The canal is almost finished, and only needs to 
he lamidied and perhaps enlarged to be of use at once. It could suhseoueutly he 
L'l-eatlv extended. 1 think that this scheme Should he brought to the sheikh s notice 
fcy m/on the ground that its adoption would greatly strengthen h.s position at.K 
Nalir Hashim, whether os regards the Nisam-es-Sultaneh's claims or as regards the 
Bani Turuf. 

[.Voir. -The sheikh has since told me that, ill view of what I have told him, he 
proposes to proceed with this scheme at once—A. T. W.J 

2. /till Nahr Ihishim. 

.ra rs £ 

uSSlll J the present ledge seems good. Height of top ol hank from normal 
water-level lit're and else where is alxiut 15 feet. . , .... ,, , „,uu 

Sclirmr Y \ brick or stone dam in the vicinity of either of the old dams, with 
the d iect 'suimlyi,,.' water to the old canal that once flowed under the bridge 

' Th!. Whl.le ...I* the river at K.,t Nahr lias,,,., is probably rocky, 

though coven d here and there with sand, and it slmnld not be hard to bull a good site. 
Tl^ridga'imu’kcd "S" is continuous, except for the 30 yards gap m the middle, and 

l-mds a dam might he constructed at “Z” on ntap, in order to divert the Ka U.ah 
on«- 'more into its old bed towards llawaizeh. From the old hud danal could 
ennstrncled towards Kuruislian and IJajariyah on the Kanin. . . . 

' As 11,ere seems to he no roek near the surface at tins point, the dam might have to 
he built .!r sticks and stones and mud in Aral, Ikshiou, unless l,.L'lily^killedsEur®ean 
■issisl snee were invoked for the construction of a solid dam without rock loundatioii. 

It is nidikelv, however, that the sheikh would desire to heueht Hawaueh 
exclusively, and it'may 1st assumed that this scheme is unsuitable. 

3. Genurdl Remarks. 

will Ik- seen from the foregoing remarks that, excluding the minor scheme at 
< nul \ ill vis 111 .- only schemes that need seriously to In* considered imolje the 
nt' I;! of daul at some point near Kut Nahr Hash'll.., to feed the old cniml 
sysuan Which CO, cnees by the cutting at “ ” through the spur on which the 

.. ,**.**•. 

soeii a dam could Is, given. . • i i i ... . 

Very rough estimates of certain important laclors are given concisely helo . 

, ,. One-sixth to om-uightli that of Karun. 

t,.mmeofwa,e .. S miles |fiir hour. 

ilSlL^iuir :: , :: 

Suiimof'riva7r'p^ , Uion t : , || l Kni* Nnl'irl'lasliim" AH-oeally'lmni wmhtoiw rock a- ol Alovas, 
.>.tuiroui ,,v * | m | rather harder 

f * . .. Soft alluvial toil lying upon rock. 

iSSlfcT/'. ” .• lcvt ":: 

l>* 1*0111 Part li (-1) it Will he seen that the previous dams made of brick and 
Stone hv the Arab- hot!, broke Wore long, in all probability Ijecause they were solid, 
1 t.oii-ietiuuntlv unlit to Stand the strain of abnormal Hoods. 1 lie moral seems to lx. 
‘thai Arabs cannot mak-effective stone dams, that European assistance is necessary it 
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the dam is to be permanent, and that the dam must be provided with sluice gates or 
other means to permit flood-water to be dealt with safely. 

Such a dam once provided by European assistance, the sheikh himself could arrange 
for the necessary work on the canals, which would simply consist of clearing out the old 
channels, which for half a century at least were in use and of proved suitability. 
Whether a permanent European stall’ at the canal head would ho necessary is a point 
which could l>e decided later. 

To venture on an estimate, I should say that 10,000/. to 15,000/. should bo ample 
for the dam, if built for the sheikh with his assistance, and he himself has estimated the 
cost of clearing out the old canals at 3,000/. As it has been proved by the evidence of 
the old canals in use twenty-five years ago, and by local testimony, that an area 
15 miles long and about 5 miles wide was irrigated, more or less completely, at olio 
time or another, by Nahr llasliim, it seems that at least 250,000 acres would he 
irrigated by canals dependent on the proposed dam, giving a far greater profit than the 
Karun irrigation project. 

4. Effect of Shaur Project on Karkhah Irrigation Scheme. 

The sheikh has actually commenced and gone some way towards coitipletiug a dam 
oh the Shaur below Klinirabnd calculated to water about 5,000 acres. 1 lie work is in 
charge of »Saiyid Na’amah, who was also responsible for the Sinn-ul-Ahhas project 
mentioned above. The dam in this case is of sticks and mud and stones. Its effect on 
the Karkhah scheme is chiefly moral. It has aroused keen interest in irrigation projects 
among the Arabs, showing them that Sheikh Khazal is turning his attention to such 
projects. It also is of value in that it involves the establishment of a settled population 
in a district hitherto inhabited only by nomads little under the control of the sheikh. 
If it succeeds, jus will probably lie the case, it will also afford encouragement to the 
sheikh and to his subjects west of Karun, who have had little experience recently of 
irrigation projects. A more detailed account of this project will form the subject of a 
separate report, it is hoped, next month. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 

/No. 425.) 

gj r St. Pelcrsburgh, July S, 1000. 

HAVING received your telegrams Nos. 801 and 804 of the 1st instant, I called on 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the following day, and made a further effort to 
dissuade him from arranging for the dispatch of troops to Kasvin. It was, however, 
evident from the beginning of our conversation that M. Isvolsky's mind was already 
made up. He had received telegrams from i ho Russian charge d’affaires in Tehran, 
reporting that the portion of the Cossack brigade available in the capital numbered only 
800, and that the men were demoralised by revolutionary propaganda and not to be 
relied upon. M Subline had pointed out that the Shah might probably take refuge in 
the Russian or British Legation ; and had stated that in the event of the Bakhtiaris 
and the Kasvin fidais entering Tehran the most that the brigade could accomplish was 
to hold their own barracks, and that they would not he equal to maintaining order in 
the town. 

M. Snblino had accordingly asked that the troops should be sent, and M. lsvolskv 
was also daily receiving telegrams from Russian institutions and private individuals 
established in Persia, complaining of the lack of protection, and urging that steps 
should he taken to provide it. The Russian Bank, in particular, was pressing for an 
adequate guard: at that time it was defended by ten men drawn from a total of thirty- 
five Cossacks, all told, who composed the Russian Legation guard. Moreover, the 
Finance Minister, as M. Isvolsky gave me to understand, was urging that Russian 
commercial enterprises in Persia must either he sufficiently safeguarded or else wound 
up, and the Minister for Foreign Allairs was being severely criticised in the press and 
in other quarters for not having taken the necessary steps sooner. 

Under these circumstances, 1 was unable to influence his Excellency by laying 
before hint the calmer view of the situation taken by Sir G. Barclay. He said he must 
lie guided in this matter hv the reports of the Russian local agents. 1 asked whether 
M. Sabline had definitely reported that there was a danger of general inuKsaero and 
pillage, for 1 had not noticed such u statement iu the extracts from the Russian ehargtf 
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d affaires’ telegrams which had been read to me. M. Isvolsky replied certainly, he had 
so reported. I put it to his Excellency whether the dispatch of a Russian expedition 
might not provoke the very violence which was apprehended, suggesting as a sort of 
analogy that when a man was in the hands of brigands it was not usually a good thing 
to send troops after him. This consideration did not seem to cause his Excellency any 
real concern. He said that, on the contrary, he believed trie knowledge of the 
impending arrival of a Russian force would have a deterrent effect; and he also 
remarked that the Russian troops might arrive too late, but in any case the excesses 
which were apprehended on the entry of the Bakhtiaris into Tehran would not be 
allowed to continue indefinitely. 

From the latter remark, and from certain others which M. Isvolsky let drop, [ 
derived a distinct impression that his chief anxiety was as to the safety of the Russian 
Bank and other industrial undertakings. Although he may not have taken the danger 
to foreign lives in iehrau very seriously, he was decidedly apprehensive regarding the 
possibility of pillage, not to speak of the certainty of commercial losses arising from 
prolonged disturbances in the capital. He stated to me that the sums deposited in the 
Russian Bank amounted to 2,000,000 fr., and spoke of the serious risk of leaving such 
a treasure at the mercy of a marauding tribe like the Bakhtiaris. He also referred 
more than once to the important Russian interests connected with the road from Enzeli 
to I ehrun, and mentioned that owing to the disturbed conditions recently prevailing the 
road had ceased to yield any returns. 

1 he observations of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, which I have reported above, 
refer mainly to the immediate consequences which the dispatch of a Russian force might 
have on the situation at Tehran. I also urged on his Excellency the considerations 
set forth m your telegram No. 801 as to the risk of ulterior complications involved 
by any military action on the part of Russia which had the effect of supporting the 
bfiah. M. Isvolsky h reply was, generally, to the effect that while sucli action might 
have inconvenient, results, the disappearance of the Shall, on the other hand, would he 
followed by a condition of anarchy which would certainly compel Russia to intervene 
on a large scale. I heed not, however, report his remarks on this point at any length 
ieie, as I have recapitulated his views on the whole question of non-intervention in 
1 ersia very fully m a separate despatch of to-day's date. 

I have, See. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[27018] No. 225. 

(No l‘>(* ) ° liein,C 10 Sir E(lwanl Grey.—{Received July 19.) 

Sir - ... , St. Peleriburgh, July 8, 1009. 

iN my immediately preceding despatch, I have Inul the honour to report the substance 
of n conversation which I Imd with the Minister for Foreign Adairs on the 2nd instant, 
regarding the proposed despatch of a Russian force to Kasvin. Bv a letter which 
reached me on the following morning, 3rd July, and of which a copy is enclosed, 
M Isvolsky informed me that it lind been decided at a Council of Ministers held shortly 
idler mil- conversation to send o regiment of Cossacks, a regiment of infantry, and a 
lottery ol artillery to Enzeli immediately, with instructions not to advance' beyond 
Kasvm. except under orders from the Russian legation at Tehran, and in case of serious 
danger to foreign hvesnud interests. ITis Excellency added that the officer commanding 
the expedition would lie given categorical instructions to abstain from all interference 
interests''' 0 l >rocm *' n S i’ersia, and to confine himself to protecting foreign 

t, '° s " " u ’ morning, I received a copy of your telegram, No. 325 of the 2nd July, 
, Sir I., Barclay, stating that you had suggested to the Russian Ambassador that the 
"" representatives in Iehrau might co-operate in urging upon the leaders of the 
oices matcniiig the capital that the only way to avoid foreign intervention was to 
restore order. I called on M. Isvolsky. and spoke to him of your suggestion, and knowing 
that the possible dethronement of the Slmh was a contingency which bis Excellency 
Mewed with the greatest apprehension and dislike, I urged that the best chance 

o averting it lay .. authorizing M. Sahline to inform the popular leaders that the 

Russian expedition would lie stayed if they listened to the counsels of the two repre¬ 
sentatives. | argued that if the leaders I Sieved that tin- Russian troops would 
advance in any ease, they bad no inducement to refrain from taking extreme measures 
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with tile Shah, but that the hope of tiie expedition being stayed would serve as a 
powerful argument with them which might save Mohammed Ali’s throne. 

M. Isvolsky promised to telegraph at once to M. Sabline on the subject of your 
suggestion as to empowering turn to hold out hopes to the popular leaders that the 
Russian expedition would on certain conditions be stayed, his Excellency said that he 
could not decide without consulting the other Ministers. That evening he wrote to 
inform me of the instructions sent to M. Sabline, which were of a non-committal 
character. The Russian chargd d’affaires was to consult with Sir G. Barclay and to 
report whether, haying regard to local conditions, tho proposed mediation offered a 
prospect of preventing tho Bakhtiaris and fedais from entering Tehran. The next day. 
the 4th July, the Minister for Foreign Affairs heard from M. Sahline that the two 
representatives had sent legation officials to negotiate with the leaders of the forces 
outside 1 eliran, and that they were using the dispatch of Russian troops as tv menace 
in case their advice was not listened to. His Excellency thereupon stated to me that 
he could not countermand tile embarkation of troops unless he was quite sure that these 
negotiations would prove successful; but he thought that the troops would not lie 
ready for embarkation for about four days, so that there should lie sufficient time for 
the Intentions and dispositions of the leaders to become clear. At this time there still 
appeared to be a possibility that the Russian Government might be induced to suspend 
the departure of tho expedition ; but the news received here during the following days 
was to the effect that the leaders of the forces hostile to the Shah had shown themselves 
intractable, and it became plainly useless for me to make any further suggestions to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs as to delaying despatch of troops. 

I have, &c. 

IIUGII O'HEIRNK. 


Inclosure in No. 225. 
if. Isvolsky to Mr. O'lieirne. 

Mon (liter Mr. O’Beirne, Saint-Pelersbourg, le 1!) join (2 juillet), 1909. 

JE m’empresse (le vons informer quo le consoil a dtScidd (pie notre politique on 
Perse continue a fitro basde stir le prinoipe do la non-intervention absoiue dans la lutte 
entre le Sclmli et son peuple, quelle que suit. Tissue de ccttu lutte. 

Mais, en menu- temps, le conseil a dft considtSrer que Tentrde dcs Bakhtiaris ot des 
fdrlais de Kazvin it Teheran pourra exposer nu plus grand peril les legations, les outre- 
prises, et les sujets russes et (Strangers, ttussi bien que notre route Enzeli-TtSlnSmn, 
d’autant plus que, d’aprds nos renseignoments, In settle troupe peraane organistSe— e’est- 
h-dtre la brigade de Cosaques—est evidomment nfiuibli et pourra ditficiloment nniintenir 
lordreh Idhoran. lout cola nous impose l’obligation morale de prendre toutes les 
rneattres en notre pottvoir pour que les institutions et les sujets sttsindiqutSs puissent 
recevoir une protection effective ot pour quo les communications entre Teheran et 
Enzeli restent fibres en toute occurrence. 

Dans ce but il a iStd ddcidtS d’envoyer imunSdiatement a Enzeli mi ddtaoheinent 
compost? d'ttn rdgiment de Cosaques, d'uit batoillon d’inf'antcrie, et d’unc battcrie. Co 
detachement tie so portent pas au dclit de Kazvin ot veillera it Tdtablissement d’une 
i at* communication entre ce point et la mer. Son niouveinent ulr orient- ddpendra du 
couik des dvdnements et no pourra avoir lieu (pie sur l'ordre de la Legation Impdriale it 
iohdran, en cits de grave peril dans le sens susindiquu. 

Le chef de ddtacbeinent sera muni d’instructions catfigoriques it Teffet que nos 
troupes auront pour but exelusif de protdger les legations, les out reprises, et les sujets 
russes et (Strangers, sans immixtion aucune dans les luttes politiques en l’erse ou Jans 
les affaires intdrieures pel-suites. 

Je vietts de tdldgraphier ce qui prdcbde au Comte Beuokendorff. 

Votrc sineerement devottb, 

ISVOLSKY. 
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[ 27019 ] No. 226. 

Mr. O'Beimc to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 427. Confidential.) 

Petersburgh } July S, 1909. 

i k"® course ol conversations which I have had with M. Isvolsky during the past 
iew days regarding affairs in Persia, I have occasionally pressed upon his Excellency, in 
accordance with your instructions, the views of IIis Majesty’s Government as to the 
importance of refraining, as far as possible, from interference in the internal affairs of 
that country, urging particularly that any military action on the part of Russia which 
had the effect of affording support to the Shah would infallibly provoke against herself 
the violent hostility of the Persians, that she might thus be compelled to increase her 
forces in Persia indefinitely, and that she might eventually find nerself in the position 
of maintaining Mohammed Ali on his throne by force of arms against the united 
opposition of the Persian people. 

On these occasions the Minister for Foreign Affairs has in the first place always 
emphatically disclaimed any thought of giving military assistance to the Shah in the 
present, st ruggle, and in regard U> the recent despatch of troops to Enzeli and Kasvin, 
his Excellency has repeatedly said that the sole object of the Russian expedition was 
the protection of Russian and other foreign lives and interests. There can, indeed, I 
think, be not much doubt that the security of foreign interests was the consideration 
which in the last resort immediately determined the dispatch of the expedition. In 
connection with this point, however, I cannot but recall the fact that when I spoke to 
JV1. Sa/.onow on (lie 60th ultimo, at a time when the dispatch of a Russian force was 
first mooted, the acting Minister for Foreign Affairs laid a good deal of stress on the 
moral obligation resting on the two Powers to support Mohammed Ali, and the same 
idea was emphasised in a telegram from M. Sabline which M. Sazouow allowed me to- 
read. 

. Artel ; disclaiming any thought of armed intervention on the Shah’s behalf, the 
i Iinister for roreign Affairs 1ms usually proceeded to discuss the general question of 
noii-mterli'n-Mcu m Persian infernal affaire in terms which disclose, I think, a consider- 
able dillcrence between his way of looking at the matter and the point of view of His 
1 | ■overnment. M. Isvolsky is accustomed to use two main lines of argument, 

n "Inch the evident drift is that England and Russia might safely and with advantage 
nave all unled the bliah a more active kind of support than has been the case. In the 
InM place he denies that there exists in Persia any genuine national movement against 
the present ruler. \\ ho, he asks, are the men who are at the present moment 
threatening Iehran . Nomad tribesmen and Caucasian revolutionaries. The real 
1 ersian people he regards as an apathetic, ignorant Herd, who ask only to be protected 
against excessive extortion and oppression, and so far from being tired with any 
enthusiasm lor constitutional ideals nave no clear notion of what the term means. I 
u\o suggested to his Excellency that this view of tho situation is scarcely borne out 
1.V the aclijMi of the principal Persian towns during the past few years; that the part 
pin led in the political movement bv the capital itself, and by Meshed, Tabreez, Resht 
Ispahan and other towns, seems to show that the struggle with Mohammed Ali is a 
mi louai one. Isvolskv, however, refuses to consider the eujumens of Tehran or the 
provincial towns as anything but associations of noisy agitators and fanatics whose 
proceedings have nothing in common with a genuine national movement. It is perhaps 
""t unnatural that tins impression should have been conveyed to his Excellency by the 
reports of Uuss.au ofl,Dials of the type of M. de II,..twig, who would not he likely to 
reear.1 he popular leaders will, much sympathy or respect. However that may be, 
M. Isvolsky hmisoll is Strongly persuaded ol the total unripeness of Persia for repre¬ 
sentative institutions, 1 

l' 1 *; Ministers second main line of argument, and one which lie uses with a great 
Ileal Ol to,ye, ,» to say that while any notion which allords the Sliah support may involve 
t he i isl, ol inconvenient complications; the disappearance of the Shah, on t he other hand, 
would involve a tar greater risk or rather a certainty, that Russia would be compelled 
, 011 , l » u ''H 1 '- , * Mn ' *» l°hg ns .Mohammed Ali reigns, he argues, we have 

a leas a ecu ml const,,,,ted authority, however weak and shaken, armmd which to 
attempt ,0 build up a settled order of tilings. Rut if the Shah fell we should he faced 

.! "f. ,l,m ! vl '.V j we «ho.aa have to deal with marauders like the ilakhtiaris 

and \\ ild levoliitiomines like the tedais, and then it would, indeed, become necessary for 
Russia to take military measures for the protection of her interests. 
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I have more than once asked his Excellency why it should not lie feasible in such a 
contingency to confine ourselves strictly to protecting the lives and property of 
foreigners, and wait till the internal confusion in Persia righted itself. Russia would 
then, I have said, at any rate not be concentrating against herself the hatred of tho 
Persians. In strengthening her legation guards, for instance, to the necessary extent 
she would be exercising her unquestionable right to safeguard the interests of her 
nationals and of other foreigners in Tehran. His Excellency retorts that that would bo 
well enough it there was any practical prospect that affairs would right themselves. 
But he says that he sees no min likely to step into the Shah’s place who would be 
capable of restoring order, and he particularly presses me to explain what is meant by a 
remark which occurs in your telegram No. 801, and which I have used in speaking to 
him, to the effect that whatever took the place of the present rdgime would probably 
nave the way for better things. When speaking of the want of a strong man in Persia, 
‘_r. ^<*y ollc . e or k"'ice touched on the possibilities connected with the return of 
Zil-es-bultan, hut his references to that Prince have seemed to show that Russia retains 
her old dislike of the Zil, and he has remarked that if His Highness ever came to power, 
as Regent or otherwise, he would commence operations by cutting tho throats of all the 
most eminent constitutionalist leaders in the country. 

1 lie logical inference from M. Isvolsky’s arguments, which I have here briefly 
summansed, would Ik? that England and Russia ought to have guaranteed Mohammed 
Ap 1 s throne, and given him the military support necessary to maintain his authority 
effectively; and 1 believe that this is the course which the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
notwithstanding his anxiety to avoid being drawn into military operations of any 
magnitude m I ersia, would have been inclined to pursue had it not been for the 
restraining influence of Ilis Majesty’s Government. He has refrained from active 
intervention of this kind on behalf ol the Shah out of a strong desire to continue to 
co-operate with Great Britain. But he does not admit that it is possible to allow the 
disturbed conditions now prevailing in Northern Persia to bust indefinitely, involving as 
they do immense losses to Russian trade. The essential thing in his Excellency's 
opinion is to arrive at the re-establishment of order; and 1 expect that he will 
endeavour to use the presence of the Russian troops in Persia as a means of exerting 
pressure on whatever 1 ersian Government emerges from the present crisis, so as to 
impose the adoption of any measures which may appear likely to bring about a cessation 
ol disturbance and anarchy. That pressure of the sort indicated would not he strictly 
consistent with the principle of non-intervention is a consideration by which M. Isvolsky 
would hardly, I think, allow himself to be hampered. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[27025] Xo. 227. 

(Xn 131 ) Mr ' 0 Beirne Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

Slr ’ .nmmj . u . . , , St. Retersburgh, July 10, 1909. 

A r A Rb in Persia have been much discussed in the press hero during the Inst 
lew (lays, and there has been great divergency in the views expressed by the various 
forces*to 8 p-i° l ‘ * SU ,J0ct ol tlie P 0,ic X ot tho Russian Government in dispatching fresh 

I lie Noroe V remya thinks it possible that the Persian revolutionaries have been 
encouraged rather than otherwise by the inefficient force previously sent by Russia and 
, strongly urged in consequence the prompt advance of an expedition to Tehran 
" save the lives and property of foreigners, the responsibility for which Russia has 
tike,, upon herself exclusively. The ‘‘Russ,” on the other hand, has urged that 
Russian troops should he immediately will,drawn from Persian territory, where there is 
no need lor them, as there is no danger to foreigners if only Russia ceases to act as the 
■ Kill s gendarme. I lie “ &lovo finds that tho prosjiect of tho necessity of inter- 
uei.ee is considerably loss after the receipt of the news of the correct attitude of 
uxinii insurgents towards foreigners at Tehran, and desires that every opportunity 
should be taken advantage of lor the purpose of withdrawing tho Russian troops 
as soon ns possible. 1 

T ■ 1 uJl . tl ' jn of Hie " Russ ” calls serious attention to the report ilia. Colonel 

Emkliofl had hoisted the Russian flag over the house in which he had taken up a 
position will, ins Cossacks, and states that tho insurgents threaten to fire upon the 
[1 Guo] o , 
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house in question, notwithstanding the Russian flag, in order to reach the Cossacks, 
The writer adds that Colonel Liakhoff is iu the service of Persia and has no right 
to use the Russian flag. The “ Slovo ” to-day strongly deprecates anything like further 
interference in the Persian civil war on the part of Russia, and strongly condemns the 
“ Novoe Vremya" for advising Russia to take the matter into her hands at Tehran and 
to send troops there. If Russian diplomacy were to follow such advice the results 
would he serious. It adds that the chiefs of the revolutionary movement have evidently 
taken measures to prevent pillage. 

The “ Bourse Gazette,” iu referring to the news of attempts to boycott Russian 
goods, <&c., in Tabreez, points out the necessity of avoiding all further cause for 
ill-feeling against Russia on the part of the Persian people, and, paraphrasing, the 
famous observation of Bismarck in regard to the Balkan Peninsula, says, “ The whole of 
the Iranian Peninsula is not worth the bones of a single Russian rifleman.” 

The “Novoe Vremya” to-day, in a leading article, contends that Russian troops 
have been sent, too late. Russia, it says, procrastinated in coming to a decision, and 
Teliran is already in the power of the undisciplined hordes of the sipahdar. 

In the “ Retch ” there is an account of an interview with “ an authority on Persian 
matters,” lh* says that there is no secret design in the action of the Bakhtiaris, whose 
object is Simply to establish the Constitution. They will take no more assurances from 
the Shall. His Majesty’s position is shaky hut not critical, and no attempt is contem¬ 
plated against his life. The leaders of the two forces that have entered Tehran are 
intelligent popular men, with a European education. All reports of attacks on 
foreigners and of looting are lies. One of the two forces—the Bakhtiaris—occupied 
Ispahan, where there is u large number «>f foreigners, for over five months, and the 
other force was for eight or nine months at Resht, and no cases of violence on the part 
of soldiers towards Europeans occurred. The personage categorically asserts that the 
Persians hayo no hostility towards foreigners, especially not towards Russians. All 
steps are being taken to introduce tranquillity. The Ulemas have been ordered to do 
nothing against the Russians. 'Hie central Persian Andjuman at Constantinople sent 
a letter to the sipahdar and Sirdar Assad approving of their intention not to allow the 
boycott of Russian goods, and to show the Russians their friendship. The person inter¬ 
viewed adds that “if the Russians do not care to take this into account then let the 
Persian insurgents sacrifice themselves to the last man, and posterity will decide who 
prevented the re-establishment of order in Persia. The Russians will have themselves 
to blame if anything untoward occurs. Peace in Persia depends upon the sound sense 
of the Russian authorities. The Persians will not touch the Russians, and they have 
nothing, I guarantee to you, against the officers, instructors or Cossacks of the brigade, 
hut they will, of course, defend themselves.” 

The personage concludes by remarking, “ If the Shah takes refuge in one of the 
Legations he will thereby only further his abdication. I do not believe in a change of 
dynasty. Iu ease of the Shah’s abdication I believe his successor will he his 
11 year old son, Ahmed Mirza, with a regency of two or three persons—probably the 
Bukhtiari leader, Sipahdar, Zil-es-Sultan and Nnsr-ul-Mulk. I consider this combination 
will ho the most acceptable to Persia.” 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[ 27026 ] No. 228. 

Mr. O'Heinie to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received Julu 19.) 

(No. 435.) * ' 

sir » St. Petersburg/!, duly 15, 1909. 

j HAD the honour yesterday to receive your telegram No. 889 of the previous 
day, inflaming me of a conversation which you had had with the Russian Ambassador, 
in which you had referred to the reported emharcation of an additional Russian force 
at Baku, and had explained the objections which you saw to an increase of the number 
of Russian troops iu Persia. You Imd also referred to a disposition shown by 
M. Subline,"Us reported by Sir G. Barclay, to summon the Russian cavalry from 
Kasvin to lehran and you had expressed the opinion that there seemed to be no 
necessity for doing so. 

I called on the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the course of the day and he stated 
that lie was not yet in possession of the complete decypher of Count Benckendoril’s 
telegram reporting their conversation. I accordingly gave his Excellency tiie gist of 


your telegram to me. M. Isvolsky said that it was quite untrue that any troops had 
been embarked at Baku beyond the number originally fixed, of which His Majesty’s 
Government had been informed. There was no intention of increasing the force. 
Possibly preparations might have been made at Baku to provide a sort of reserve for 
the expeditionary force in case of necessity. I said that since that was so your remarks 
to Count Benckendorff had been made under a misapprehension. 

M. Isvolsky further stated once more that the Russian troops would not proceed 
from Kasvin to Tehran unless M. Sabline declared that foreign lives and property were 
in peril. M. Sabline had not expressed such an opinion. On the contrary, M. Isvolsky 
read me a telegram from the Russian chargd d’affaires reporting that the situation in 
Tehran was not .alarming, and that an official of the Russian Legation had had an 
interview with the leaders of the popular forces who had stated that they would be 
answerable for the security of foreign residents and also of the Russian officers and 
their families. M. Isvolsky agreed with me that this telegram was very reassuring 
“as far as it went.” He proceeded to state very positively that even should M. Sabline 
.l>e compelled to summon troops to Tehran they would not be used to lend assistance to 
the Shah, but simply and solely to protect foreign interests. I pointed out that the 
arrival of a Russian force in the capital would probably have the effect of aiding the 
Shah, although that was not the intention of the Russian Government. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


127093 ] No. 229. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edibard Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 545.) 

Sir, Therapia, July 14, 1909. 

I 11AVE the honour to transmit the communications which were yesterday made 
bv the Russian charge d’affaires and myself on the subject of the interference of this 
Government in Persian affairs. 

You will see that these communications, while not being identic, are drawn up in 
.similar terms. 

The subject will he discussed after Rifaat Pasha has had an opportunity of bringing 
the matter before the Council of Ministers. 

In the reference to the Anglo-Russian Convention, I consider it advisable to adhere 
to the exact wording in the use of the words “respecter I’intdgritd et l'inddpondance de 
la Poise,” while my Russian colleague deemed it desirable to make uso of the more 
.elastic expression, “s’dtant engages au respect de fintdgritd.” 

I have sent copies of these communications to Sir G. Barclay. 

I have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosure in No. 229. 

Pro-memorid No. 1. 

LES informations parvenant aux Cabinets de Saint*Pdtersbourg et de Londres 
coneordent il roprdsenter la situation erdee dans la region d’Ourmin comine de jour en 
jour ulus iuquidtante. Le uombre des troupes turques y auginente constamment; elles 
dtendent it la favour du ddsordre de plus en plus la sphere de leur occupation sur des 
territoires nppartonnnt sans contestation it la Perse, y englobant une localitd aprds 
l’autre jusqu’au Lac d’Ourmia; terrorisant la population au moyen des Kurdes, elles 
rdduisont eelle-ci it prendre la nationalitd ottomane. A Oilman le consul de Turquiu 
entaina dernhVement une lutte amide aveo des Nationalistes persnns, les ooutraignant de 
fie rdfugior it Tabriz, et so proelamant lui-mdrae gouverneur do Oilman. 

La sdrie des faits unumdrds ci-dessus et d'nutres analogues ne permet point de 
douter que les agents et officiers turcs n'agissent d’aprds les ordres et'avec 1’approbation 
uo leur Gouvernement. La contradiction entre cette muni&re d’agir sur place et les 
assurances si frdquemtuent rditdrdes de la Sublime Forte elle-tndme et de ses Ambassa¬ 
dors it Saint-Pdtotsbourg et Londres au sujet du ddsiutdresseinent du Gouvernement 
ottoman par rapport it la Perse, aussi bien qu’ontre le nombre no cessant de grossir des 
troupes turques en territoire person et les chillies minimus jusqu’it I'invraieeinblonce quo 
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leur assignent lea declarations officielles de la Sublime Porte dtant flagrante, les 
Gouvernements de Sa Majestd le Roi d’Angleterre, s’dtant engages au respect de 
l'intdgritd de la Perse, sent d’avis qu’un pared dtat de choses ne saurait se prolonger 
sans les plus graves inconvenients. 

En vue d’y mettre un terme, le Gouvernement Imperial russe, s’dtant concerts ft, 
ce sujet avec le Gouvernement britannique, a donnd il son representaut k Constantinople 
rinstruction d’insister tormellement pour que lea agents consulaires ainsi que lee 
commandants de troupes turcs reyoivent l’ordre categorique de s’abstenir ddsormais de 
toute.s ingdrences et pressions illicites, soit directes, soil par rintermddiaire d’auxiliairea 
kurdcs et quo cet ordre soit exduutd ; que l’envoi de renlorts de troupes ottomanes en 
territoire persan soit suspendu et que celles qui se trouvent actuellement dans la rdgion 
d'Ourmia soient graduellement retirdes, conformdmenfc aux assurances antdrieures de la 
Sublime Porte. 


Pro-memorid No. 2. 

D’aprds les informations parvenant au Gouvernement de Sa Majestd britannique 
le nombre des troupes turques dans la rdgion d’Ourmia aurait dtd dernidrement 
considdrablement augmentd et elles occuperaient des villages dans le territoire persan 
mtiine ju.squ an lac. La violence des Kurdes agiesant de toute dvidence it l'instigarion 
defl agents consuhtircs lures est citde coniine un prdtexte pour rdduire la population it 
prendre la nationalitd ottoniane afin de se garantir contre les agressions de ces tribus. 

A Oilman le consul turc tout rdeemment entama une lutte amide avec les 
Nationalises persans et les cimssa jusqu’jt Tabriz. 

( os incidents et d'autres pareils ne luissitat pas en doute le fait que les agents et 
officicvfl lures agissent sous lesordres de leur Gouvernement, et, vu les engagements pris 
par Sa Majestd le Hoi d Anglotorre et Sa Majestd TEmperem* de Hussie de respecter 
I intdgrite et 1 iuddpendance do la Perse, le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd britannique 
considdro qu un pareil dtat de choses ne saurait se prolonger sans les plus graves 
inconvdnients. 

Le fiouverrieinent de Sa Majestd britannique aime it esperer que le Gouvernement 
ottoman enverra des instructions catdgoriques it ses agents consulaires de s’abstenir de 
toute inference et pression illdgalo dans les aflaires persanes ot de no plus accorderla 
national ltd turque a la population dans les rdgions en question, et en exigeru la stride 
observation. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd britannique exprime l’espoir que la Sublime Porte 
se rendra il cette fa?on de voir, vu les assurances rditdrdes du Gouvernement turc qu’il 
n avail pas 1 intention de s’inimiscer dans les affaires persanes, et que les troupes 
Iinpdriales seront graduellement ietil'des de tout territoire incontestableiuent persan dans 
letpiel elles se trouvent actuellement. 


127098] No. 230. 

Sir C»\ Loir I her to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 551.) 

Sir * irtmrr , . Thciupia, July 14, 1909. 

U II11 reference lo my telegram No. 239 of yesterday, 1 have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of the letter which was addressed to mo by Ahmed Riza, 
the president of the Chamber, on the subject of “the intervention of the Russian 
Government and Ills Majesty’s Government in the internal affairs of Persia,” which ho 
says is receiving an unfortunate interpretation in this country. 

I have contented myself with sending him a simple acknowledgment of his com¬ 
munication, which l shall take an early opportunity of bringing to the notice of the 
Minister lor foreign Affairs. 

I have, Ac. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Inclosure in No. 230. 

Ahmed Riza to Sir G. Lowther. 

M. l’Ambassadeur, ^ Constantinople , le 13 juillet, 1909. 

^’INTERVENTION des Puissances russe et britannique dans les affaires 
intdrieures do la Perse est interpretee ici d’une fagon facheuse ; on s’imagine que 
ces deux Etats veulent preter leur appui au Gouvernement despotique du Schah, et 
que, par consequent, ils sont opposds a I’instauration dans le malheureux pays d’lran 
du regime constitutionnel. 

D’autre part, le veeu des doux Puissances de voir lo consulat ottoman expulser les 
deux chefs nationalistcs qui s’y sont rdfugies produit i\ Constantinople une impression 
aussi penible que colle provenaut d’uue iimnixtion intdrieure jugee inopportune. 

J© permets, M. l’Ambassadeur, de vous en aviser non ofiiciellement dans 
l’intdret mdmo des excellents rapports qui unissent nos deux pays, et je prio, &c. 

Le Prdsidont de la Chambre des Deputes ottomane, 

AHMED RIZA. 


t-27319] No. 231. 

Messrs. Frank C. Strick anil Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received July 10.) 

“ Baltic House," Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, 7 July 17, 1909. 

WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, and thank you 
for the information contained therein. 

Wo noto that, in tho opinion of His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, au attempt to 
press for the Hormuz concession at present would serve no useful purposo, while it 
would be likely to offend the Mouin-ut-Tujjar. 

\\ c may say tliat, so far as tho Mouin-ut-Tujjar is concerned, having rogard to tho 
treatment which we have reeeivod from him, we should not hesitate, if we had freo 
hands, to make tilings unpleasant for him, even if it cost us money. 

We have, Ac. 

(For Frank 0. Strick and Co.) 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


[27266] No. 232. 

Mirza Mchdi Khan to Sir Edward Qrey.—(Received July 19.) 

®> r , Persian Legution, London, Julu 18, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I have reeeivod a telogram 
from my Government stating that on tho 10th instant, at au extraordinary sitting of 
the representatives of tho Persian nation, in tho Palace of Baharostau at Tehran, it was 
unanimously docided to dopose His Imporial Majesty Mohammad Ali Mirza from the 
t hrone of Porsiu owing to his unpopularity and his opposition to tho will of the nation. 
In accordance with articles 30 and 37 of tho constitution, His Imperial Highness 
Sultan Ahmad Mirza, the Heir Apparent, has been proclaimed Shah. 

Hie Highness tile Azod-ol-Moik has been provisionally appointed Regent ponding 
the definite decision of the Modjlks, in accordance with article 38 of tho constitution. 

I have, Ac. 

MEHDL 






146 


147 


[27016] No. 233. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 598.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, July 19, 1909. 

The two Nationalist leaders have officially notified to the two legations the deposi¬ 
tion of Mahomed Ali and the accession of the Valiahd Sultan Ahmed Mirza to the 
throne of Persia. 

I await your instructions. 


[27300] No. 234. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey 

(No. 599.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

MV immediately preceding telegram. 

Following is text of note :— 

(U.) “ Whereas disturbances in relation to disorders in provinces render necessary 
reorganisation of Government administrations, and this has been recognised by all 
Persia; ami whereas, in view of conditions of the time, state of the kingdom, and the 
dislike of tin? public for Mohammed Ali Mirza, it was impossible to obtain rights and 
security of the nation without a change of Sovereign; therefore, in the absence of senate 
and assembly, an extraordinary grand council was convoked on 16th July at Tehran 
at. tin; Balmristan. Members of this council, who are chiefs of the fedai, clergy, princes, 
notables, and aristocracy, and number of previous deputies, decided by vote of tho 
majority upon tho deposition of Mohammed Ali Mirza, and, in accordance with 
articles 30 and 37 of the fundamental law, His Majesty Sultan Ahmed Mirza was 
appointed Sovereign, and the regency given temporarily to Azad-ul-Mulk. After the 
opening of the Parliament, in accordance with article 38 of the fundamental law, a 
definite arrangement will bo made regarding the regency. 

“ We arc therefore [group undecyphorablc : V in] this official letter informing you 
of tho deposition of Mohammed Ali Mirza, and tho accession of Sultan Ahmed Mirza 
to the sovereignty of Persia.” 


[27334] No. 235. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 600.) 

(Telegraphic.) l\ Gulahek , July 19, 1909. 

According to reports received from His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz a state of 
anarchy prevails in that town. Tho late governor,refuses to leave, in spite of the 
announcement of the Zil-es-Sultun’s appointment, on the ground that, the Government 
responsible for his nomination was no longer in office. 

Mr. Bill telegraphs that Seyyid Hussein Lari is reported to he making hasty 
purchases of ammunition, and that, unless the Zil’s appointment is confirmed by the 
existing Government, and stringent orders sent to ex-governor to return at once to 
Tehran reinforcements must be despatched to-iftorrow from Bushiro. Russian consul 
concurs in Mr. Bill’s view. 

Yesterday I called the attention of the Minister of the Interior to the situation, as 
indicated by Mr. Bill, but 1 could not induce him to confirm Zil-es-Sultan's appoint¬ 
ment ; lie told me confidentially that lie intended to give Ala-ed-Dowleh the governor¬ 
ship of Shiraz in the place of that of Tabreez. 

I have to-day renewed my representations in concert with my Russian colleague. 
We informed Minister of tho Interior that our consuls recommended that Zil-es-Sultan’s 
appointment l>e confirmed We also pressed him, in any case, to recall immediately the 
late governor-general. I am further acting upon a suggestion of Major Cox that the 
Persian Government should be pressed to send through His Majesty’s consulate at 
Shiraz stringent orders to Seyyid Hussein to make no advance; anil also that they 
should telegraph to the ulema to do their utmost to restrain him. 

I have informed Sardar Assad that 1 shall defer ordering despatch of reinforce* 


ments.until to-morrow in order that I may see what steps are being taken to restore 
order in Shiraz. 

Although the Zil’s appointment would undoubtedly afford best means of remedying 
the situation in Pars, yet the new Government is so obviously afraid of him that I dia 
not like to press it upon them too strongly. 


[27315] No. 236. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 601.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , July 19, 1909. 

IT is much to be desired that Mohamad Ali Mirja should be prevailed upon to leave 
the country at the earliest possible date. 

The Czar has replied to His Majesty’s telegram to the effect that, as he had taken 
refuge in ITis Imperial Majesty’s legation orders had been given to the Russian chargd 
d’affaires to afford him protection and to pay him the honour duo to his rank. There is 
good ground for thinking that the Shah’s entourage encourage him to construe this 
telegram as a promise that Russia will restore him to his previous position. Frequent 
messages from the provinces now reach him promising support for his cause, and 
intrigue is certain to be rife in his neighbourhood so long as he remains in Persia. 

He spoke, at first, of fixing his residence in the Crimea, but now he is reluctant to 
leave his country. M. Sabline has telegraphed to his Government recommending that 
he should he offered a palace in Russia and honorary rank in their army in order to 
hasten his departure. 


[27329] No. 237. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 602.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 19, 1909. 

1 HAVE received, iu reply to the enquiry contained in your telegram No. 3G9 of 
the 14th July, the following telegram No. 22 from His Majesty’s consul at Kerman. 

“ Even if we were to leave behind us everything except the bare necessities of life 
we could not procure sufficient suitable transport to enable the British community, 
which numbers twelve men, eight women arid seven children, to quit Kerman. 

“We must trust to obtaining sufficient, local support to help us to hold out until 
relief can arrive. 1 do not think, if the Baluchi advance he stopped by our warning, 
that there is any other danger to l>e feared.” 


[27301] No. 238. 

Mr. O'Bcirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 363.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh. July 19, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

M. Isvolsky spoke to me last night on the state of affairs at Tabreez, which ho 
said was most unsatisfactory. He informed me that he had sent instructions to tho 
Russian charg<$ d’affaires to impress cm tho Persian Government that it was absolutely 
necessary that a governor-general with troops should proceed at once to this town. 
M. Sabline is instructed to intimate that the Russian Government will find itself 
obliged to take steps to establish order there itself in the event of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment not taking the necessary action. 

In reply to my enquiries as to what had occurred at Tabreez to call for these 
instructions, M. Isvolsky said that there was the announcement of Sattar Khan that ho 
was to be appointed governor-general, there was the masquerading of fedais as 
policemen, the extortion by them of money from the residents, and tho agitation 
which is being fomented against the presence of tho Russian troops. I did not gather, 
however, that Russian interests had been definitely injured in any way. 

Another danger spot, M. Isvolsky added, was Ardebil, where the whole district 
was being pillaged by the Shnhsevans. 


.—(Received July 19.) 

Tehran , July 19, 1909. 
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Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

^Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 19, 1909. 

JlY telegram No. 303 of to-day’s date : Situation at 'L’abreez. 

In a further conversation which I had to-day with M. Isvolsky his Excellency 
stated that lie had been informed by the Turkish Ambassador that the Sublime Porte 
had now sent instructions to the Turkish consulate-general at Tabreez on the subject 
of Sutter and Bagliir Khan. The instructions wore to the offect that it was desirable 
that these two persons should quit Persia, but that in any case, if they were not 
willing to leave the country, “bast” should no longer Ik; accorded them in the 
consulate-general. 'Phis communication had given M. Isvolsky much pleasure.. .He 
appeared to view the situation generally in a less pessimistic light. While admitting 
that no recent cases had occurred where Russian interests had been seriously injured, 
he said that the arrival of a governor-general with sufficient troops to restore order 
was urgently necessary in view of the general condition of unrest. I he Russian force, 
he added, could not leave until ordor was established. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey. ■ (Received July 19.) 

(No. 730.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire , July 11), 1909. 

ARMS traffic and disturbances at Bushiro. 

See my covering despatch No. 3 of the 37th June transmitting my despatch 
to Sir G: Barclay No. 50 of the same date. 

Point was mentioned in my telegram No. 441 of the 0th May to lehrnn, but it.is 
not clear enough from my despatch referred to above that, if the names and identity 
of the parties, of whose information we have made use, became known at the German 
vice-consulate, those parties would be in an unpleasant predicament, and in one or 
two cases actually in danger. Moreover, if German vice-consulate got hold of their 
names, wo should incur their resentment, and in the future bo deprived of their 
confidence. 

I have received and am investigating further evidence with regard to the part 
played by Mirza in arms traffic, and 1 trust that, if it is thought necessary to make 
any communication to the German Ixigation, it will be held in abeyance, on tho chance 
of it hying possible for us to obtain a good case against Mirza in the matter of arms 
traffic. 


[27016J No. 341. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 381.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Foreign Office, July 19 1909. 

NEW Shah of Persia. 

When M. Sabline has received similar instructions from his Government, you may 
recognise the new Shah, 


[27315] No. 242. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 387. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 

DEPARTURE of Shah (see telegram No. 3 of tho 3rd January, 1908, from 
Mr. Marling, and your telegram No. 601). 

In my opinion Anglo-Russinn escort should consist of guards from tho two 
legations. A Persian t’ossnek force should accompany him to Knsvin, whoro Russian 
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troops would take their place. It is likely that if Russian troops came to Tehran from 
Kasvm to form part of escort, trouble would arise. You may make proposal on theso 
lines to the two Governments, if you and M. Sabline agree. 

I am anxious to have your views as to formation of escort. 


[27456] No. 243. 

g3g j Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN co-operation in Persia. 0# "’ Mj 13 ’ 1909 ’ 

Count Benckendorif is evidently delighted and relieved that intervention at Tohran 
has not been necessary during the change of Government. I have told him that I fully 

c '« te,fboth e nthG a c ‘ “ lt “V 1 .^ °P iu . io ^ a favourable impression has been 
, f tips country and in Persia by Russia’s moderation and solf-restraint. 
“ y ‘ l ^ ori P a ['5 l !b there would havo been a violent outbreak of anti-foreign 
feeling throughout I ersia if intervention had taken place. I told Count Benckendorif 

; :r r ^ l,re 1 ! >C g i°°{ 1 r n latioUS wEich lmd apparently been established 
trusted that li T" a . n , d , the Rus T* 0,Ecers hi the Shah’s service, and that I 
0 creatcd for Russia by chauges in the G — 1 

MinwfrbFTfe Tabreez I told his Excellency that I would join with the Russian 
Munster in bringing pressure on the new Persian Government to appoint Ala-ed-Dowleh 

St^-e “T r gC r rU T wit ' 10, “v de| a.v. 1 said that I anticipated some 
21 !■ he A a ," d else where, but that I looked to Russia to pursue the same 

moderate policy until the new Persian Government was firmly established. 


[27008] No. 244. 

(No g 31 ^ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

<T *«flS&1&AOT „ Persia. » «» 

M ' op ““ 1 “ “ 


L27016] No. 245. 

( No 9 . 55 J Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. I 

1 h'nii'ttMTrmT ,oi , , , „ Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 

IB.1 Obi I ION of Shah and accession of Sultan Ahmed Shall. 

been m-X'bv vv'jf r t0 " J “ y fr ° m ', IV , l,ran . ro P° rt8 that offici al announcement has 
eonsidc 1,.,1 ,| l ii 9°y? rn y l0 “ t - ' have informed Count Benckendorif that I 
Pore a l e will CUVC f ° r witho " t deh /' ™ if he remains in 

tli’iTl g T i ? ° f mtrl 8 ue - 1 “'so said that I thought it important 

.1 new Shah should at once be recognised, but that I would await M. Isvolsky’s views 
am T aC n\ ng - 1 ! avo m8l ruoted His Majesty’s representative at Tehran “n tl is sense 
and he will recognize new Shah when M. Sabline is similarly instructed * 


t 27 °07] No. 246. 

(Xo 271 ) ^ war ^ (* re, J Sir Cartwriyht, 

•Ue^raphic.) P. _ Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 

.* 
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[25645] No - 247 ‘ 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Foreign Office , July 19, 1909. 

Sir ’ , AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 

letter of the 6th instant, relative to the case of Peter Ellon, from wmen PI’ 

the individual in question is an Ottoman subject nQ extolt lition treaty with 

Peys^L country in which Eliow 

which the King aorta* oxtraqemtOHalamhontymd ^ile, as hois not a 

ts JyStts star: sr«» 4 ***. <*— * 

s^i^^sswSf: sasaxzasssi 

:«^sste«s 

pursue is to leave those authorities to deal with him as they dunk best. 

’ LOUIS MALLET. 


[27389] Xo ' 248 ‘ 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 20.) 

Secretary of btato lor l orei^n * uul1 > Q ’ •; f s t re f cr enco to previous 

Vicertv. dated the IGthJuly, relative to the situation 

in Persia. 

India Office,Uuly 19, 1909. 


Iuclosure in No. 248. 

Kwcetmf Morley to Government of India. 

_ . 1 • \ P India Office, July 16, 1909. 

( SKE tS.Wa.ns Nos. 501 and 504, dated the 12th instant, fro... llis Majesty s 

... ’Pnhnn reneated to Resident, Persian Gulf. Proposed instructions to 

twd Seist. n have been approved by Foreign Office, who have added that inquiry 
L be ne nm le of the Government of India as to whether it would be possible lor 
■ r B i, mr etio .s to be carried out by Political Officer, Chagai, and whether they 

call olTer any Suggestion as to what other action would be practical, e. Necessary 
notion should be taken, and your suggestions communicated by telegraph. 

1 'nfreal to llalucliis that they will he held. W 

Itritish Indian subjects is also suggested by Foreign Office to Sir G. Barclay. fc 

Office ask that, if possible, original letter from Russian Consul may be obtained. 5 
also ask wl.eti.er em.sul could withdraw to Yezd, llirjand. or Bunder Abbas in the 
event of danger at Kernum. 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

bWegraplioU P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. _ 

' I HAVE addressed the following telegram No. 52, urgent, to His Majesty s 
consul at Shiraz :— 

« The new Government wish temporarily to retain the present Governor-General, 
and will not confirm the appointment of Zd-es-Sultan. They have sent telegraphic 
orders to Seyyid Hussein Lari to make no move on Shiraz, and have urged the ulema 
to telegraph identic instructions to the Seyyid. The Government appear so entirely 
convinced that, order will be restored by these measures, that I shall await a further 
report from you before ordering up reinforcements. . . 

I have urged on the Persian Government the necessity of sending immediate orders 
for the disbandment of the tribal levies to Asaf-ed-Dowleh. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 20, 1909. 

EX-SHAH. See my telegram No. 601 of the 19th July. 

1 am informed that the Czar has received another telegram from ex-Shah, in which 
latter states that he took refugo under Russian Hag to secure “ the maintenance of his 
right to the throne and the independence of his reign." Telegram went on to say that 
revolutionaries have takon advantage of his action to set up another Shah and to depose 
him. It also contained an appeal for the Czar’s liolp and protection, and an expression 
of thanks to His Majesty for his reply to the previous telegram. 

My Russian colleague lias suggested to his Government that the Czar's reply shall 
be worded in a manner calculated to disillusion ex-Shah as to attitude of the Czar, to 
him. He himself has failed to make clear to Shall the exact amount of protection 
which was promised to him. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 605.) ’ ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

“ BAST ’’ has lx*u taken in the immediate neighbourhood of the Russian legation 
by Amiri Bahadur Jung’s regiment, which the new Government is endeavouring to 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 600.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

IN view of tin. fact that the new Government will not confirm the appointment 
of Zil-es-Stiltan as Governor-General of Fare, my Russian colleague and 1 am of opiniou 
that it would lie better for the present if lie were not to return to Persia. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 934 to Mr. O’Beirne of the 19th July. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward' Grey.—(Ucceived July 20.) 

(No. 007.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

1 LEARN very confidentially that M. Sabline has had certain difficulties with 
Colonel Liakhow, who is acting as though under the impression that Russian protection 
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was extended to the Cossack brigade. My Russian colleague has clearly pointed out 
to him that this force is altogether a Persian one ; and Tic is now reporting to his 
Government on these difficulties. 

Certainly the prospect of the permanent retention as instructors of the Russian 
officers will not be furthered by intervention at the present moment on their behalf. 


[27508] No. 254. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 008.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

I HAVE received no news confirming the Russian information as to the unsatis¬ 
factory nature of the present situation at Tabreez (referred to in St. Petersburgh 
telegram No. 3G3, lflth July). I have instructed His Majesty's acting consul-general to 
report, and in the event of his corroborating the news, I shall support my Russian 
colleague's representations as far as I properly can. 

Present arrangements are that Mukhter-es-Sultaneh is to be appointed Governor- 
General of Tabreez. He should be very popular locally, and though there may lie 
objections to him on the score of' his pro-German leanings, it should be borne in mind 
that these will not have the same range in Tabreez as in Tehran. 

bast night M. Subline spoke to me on the subject of the alleged anti-Russian 
agitation. 1 am seeing that a telegram is sent from tlie proper quarter, which ought 
considerably to allay this feeling. 


[27499] No. 255. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 009.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ’ Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

KERMANSHAII situation. 

There has been a decided improvement in the state of afiairs at this town since 
last reported on in my telegram No. 596 of the 18th July. The chief of'the Kulhors 
has agreed to retain only a small personal guard and dismiss the bulk of bis troops. 


[27509] No. 250. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. (110.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

I1IS Majesty's consul at Shiraz has to-day telegraphed to mo us follows, 
No. 72:— 

" Russian consul and 1 are fully agreed that reinforcements must immediately bo 
dispatched if Assaf-ed-Dowleh is not removed from his post. If possible, please 
endeavour to prevent bis retention. * 

“ Detailed reasons for our view follow.” 

I am again urging the Persian Government immediately to dismiss the present 
Governor-General. 1 shall order the reinforcements to leave Bushire unless the 
Government have, by to-night given satisfaction to my request. 


[27510] No. 257. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. (ill.) . 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

I 'REPORTED in my telegram No. 608 of yesterday, that 1 was making 
enquiries of llis Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez as to the facts of the 
alleged anti-Russian agitation there. Mr. Smart has now reported that about a week 
ago this agitation culminated in the convocation of a popular meeting at the chief 
mosque. 
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The preachers on this occasion urged the people to ensure the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops by instituting a boycott of Russian goods and by closing the 
bazaar. The more respectable part of the population was not represented at the 
meeting, which was eutiroly unsuccessful. It seems that since then the agitation for 
the moment has subsided. 

His Majesty’s acting consul-general has the concurrence of his Russsian colleague 
in the view above expressed. 



[1665] 
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[26718] 


No. 261. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 20, 1909. 

' I APPROVE" language reported to have been held by Major Cox and that held by 
you to the Sheikh of Mohammerah with regard to the exchange of consuls at Kerman- 
shah and Mohammerah. 


[27562] No. 262. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—{Received July 21.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, E.C., 
g ir> July £0, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a telegram received to-day from our 
agents in Persia, Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Co. dated Mohammerah, the 17th July. 

The arrangement arrived at would appear from Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Co.’s 
telegram to ho a very satisfactory one, and on behalf of this company 1 desire to tender 
to you and to Ilia Britannic Majesty's consul at Busliire the best thanks of this 
company. . , r , , 

1 am now arranging for the 6,000 sovereigns to be sent to Mohammerah as 
requested by Messrs. Llovd, Scott and Co., and, as T presume that part of the arrange¬ 
ment made by Major Cox with the Sheikh will be a loan of 10,000/. from the British 
Government to the Sheikh for which my company is to provide the funds, I expect to 
hear from you on the subject shortly. 

1 have, &c. 

C. W. WALLACE, Pice- Chairman: 


Inclosure in No. 262. 

Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Co. to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, London. 

(Telegraphic.) Mohammerah, July 17, 1909. 

AGREEMENT with Sheikh has been signed and the copy posted to you to-day. 
The details and the wording have had to be altered to some extent, but the essentials 
have been maintained, and it is satisfactory on the whole. The rent on renowal has 
been fixed at 1,500/. payable annually. The agreement has to bo endorsed by the 
tribal elders before the money is paid, but this is merely a formal matter. Please 
arrange to send by first mail steamer from Bombay 0,500 English sovereigns. Also 
telegraph your confirmation of the arrangement. In view of the political situation, 
the Sheikh requests you to keep the agreement secret from the Persian Government in 
the meantime, and also, if possible, not, to commence work on Abadan Island for a 
little while. Major Cox approves. 

In view of possible unrest, wo have arranged to detain tho Sepoy guard at 
Ahwaz for the present. 


127626] No. 203. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(lleceiced July 21.) 

(No. 613.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, July 21, 1909. 

NASR-UL-MULK, Foreign Affairs ; Mustouli-ul-Muiualek, Finance ; Furman 
Farina, Justice; Samsam-es-Sultanoll, governor of Ispahan; Mukhbcr-es-Sultaneh, 
governor of Azerbaijan. 
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[27565] No. 264. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 614.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

I HAVE telegraphed to Mr. Bill at Shiraz in my telegram No. 54 of to-day's 
date, as follows;— 

Ala-ed-Dowleh has been appointed governor-general at Shiraz to replace tho present 
holder of that office, who has been recalled. 

Strict instructions have been issued to him that he is to cause his deputy 
immediately to take such action as the restoration of order may render necessary. 


[27625] No. 265. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 015.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

SIR F. CARTWRIGHT’S telegram No. 148 had not reached me when my 
telegram No. 606 of yesterday was sent. 

The longer the Zil can be kept out of Persia the better it will be. Should His 
Imperial Highness, however, absolutely insist on returning, the danger would be less if 
he lived in the capital than if be went to Ispahan. At the latter place he is a large 
landed proprietor, and the scope for his intrigues would be far greater. 


[27620] No. 266.. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 616.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, July 21, 1909. 

TWO legations, under instructions from two Governments, have to-day notified 
recognition of Sultan Ahmet Shah. 


[27827] No. 267. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 21.) 

(No. 617.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ’ Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

I VENTURE to beg that 1 may be authorised to use my own discretion as to the 
right moment to addqpss to the Persian Government the warning indicated in your 
telegram No. 390 of the 20th July. 

So far the Persian Government have done everything l have asked them m regard 
to the situation at Kerman, and have not failed to take all possible steps to avert the 
threatened inroad. 

If the danger becomes imminent, I shall hold Persian Government responsible lor 
British interests. 


[27628] No. 268. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 618.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

IT appeals from the reports which 1 have so far received, that an excellent 
impression has been produced in the provinces by the change of Shah. 

The telegraph office at Kum reports that instructions have been sent to Samsam- 
es-Sultaneh to place guards along the Ispahan-Kum road. From the same source 1 
hear that similar instructions regarding the road from Kum to Tehran have lieen givou 
to the Ilbeggi, who is now at Kum. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 393.) F 0r eign Office, July 21,1909. 

.i». *.» »»»“»*£ ssia.'assia 
s “ t£S:isffs& ***** tw p"j~*»■«» “ * 

»». m -*»•» *■* “ 

paragraph. _ 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 948.) Foreign Office, July 21,1909. 

( rpl °Y01J should ask opinion of Russian Goveri''g™ 1 “ S ZZduvfU^gTheZthat 
ex-Shah from Persia (see Tehran telegram No. 012 of yesterday, to fc 
His Majesty’s Government approve the Rnggestion. _ .arrears.crown jewels,&c„ 

His Majesty's Government think t 


ho under llussiun officers. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 

(No. 275.) Foreign Office, July 21,,1909. 

liis return at present inadvisable. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

Foreign Office , July 21, 1900. 

appears ,bU ^‘urhith “mnZuy at that‘place would be quite unable to leave it in 

Cas ° I am'to state that Sir E. Grey would he glad to receive a reply tq my letter above 
referred to with ns little delay as possible. j am &c 

’ LOUIS MALLET. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Pasiun Oil Company. 

Foreign Office, July 21, 1909. 
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Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a telegram from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushiro reporting that, after negotiations which have lasted 
several days, a settlement has been reached on terms which Major Cox agrees with 
your agent in considering reasonably satisfactory. All essential conditions have been 
maintained, though certain alterations have been made in the less important details. 

As regards the reversion of tho buildings, &c., constructed on the land leased, 
Major Cox states that he was obliged to give to the sheikh the separate confidential 
assurance suggested by His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, that if, when the time comes, 
the Persian Government claim these buildings, His Majesty’s Government will assist 
the sheikh to reach a reasonable settlement. 

The sheikh has undertaken to get tho agreement endorsed by the tribal elders 
within the next few days, and it is hoped that by that time the sum of 1G,0501. will be 
ready at Mohaminerah. The sheikh accepts the conditions which His Majesty’s 
Government have attached to the loan, and has asked that the amount may be paid 
in gold instead of by draft on a bank. 

The sheikh has expressed the fear that by executing this agreement with a foreign 
company he may incur tho hostility of the ulema and Nationalist leaders. He therefore 
begs that overt operations at Mohammerah may be delayed, and secrecy maintained as 
to tho execution and details of the agreement until the present crisis at Tehran is at 
an end. 

I am to suggest to you the advisability of complying with the request of the 
sheikh on this point. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[27741] No. 274. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 620.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

PLEASE see last paragraph of your telegram No. 948 to Mr. O’Beirne. 

The Crown jewels constitute tho chief impediment. It is believed that Mohamed 
Ali hies these at the Russian Legation among his personal effects, and will no doubt 
make sure of a suitable pension from the Persian Government before surrendering 
them. If they should be removed from tho country their ultimate recovery would be 
most improbable. 

My Russian colleague and I are advising tho Pcrsinn Government to make 
proposals to him, as they, although desirous that he shall leave the country ns soon ns 
possible, have a natural wish to assure the security of the Crown jewels. \vo shall also 
unofficially endeavour to bring about a compromise—in principle, at least—but I fear 
that any terms not including guarantees from the two legations will be unacceptable 
to him. 


127737] No. 275. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 621.) ' ’ 

(Telegrapliic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

I HAVE received a telegram from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Resht to the effect 
that G25 Cossacks and from 1,000 to 1,200 infantry in all have, he understands, passed 
through Itesht on their way south. 

On the 19th July three transports arrived at Enzoli, and 125 cavalry were landed 
on the following day. 

I am assured by M. Sablino that he feels convinced that no addition has been made 
to the detachment originally ordered to proceed to Persia. 








[27746] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edumrd Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

PLEASE see ray telegram No. 611 of the 20th July. 

My Russian colleague had, acting on instructions from St. Petersburgh, addressed 
two notes verbales to the Persian Government, dealing respectively with the anti-Russian 
agitation at Tnbreoz and the disorders in the neighbourhood of Ardebil created by 
Shnhsevans. M. Sabline has shown me these two notes. The latter is in the form of 
a warning to tho Persian Government to the effect that Russia will be compelled to 
take the necessary measures to safeguard her rights unless the Persian Government 
immediately take steps to restrain the tribesmen and ensure the security of traflic in 
the district in question. 

I have supported M. Sahline’s representations so far as to urge the Persian 
Government to do all in its power towards allaying tho anti-Russian agitation recently 
prevalent in Tubrecz, to send without delay a capable governor supported by a suitable 
force, and also to do their utmost to restore order in the Ardebil district. 


Afr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 305.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St- Petersburgh, July 22,190!). 

f AM laying before the Minister for Foreign Affairs your views respecting the 
departure of the Shah as contained in the last paragraph of your telegram No. 948 of 
tho 21st July. 'I'he Russian Government, as his Excellency has told me, quite agree 
as to the desirability of expediting the departure of the late Shah, hut at tile same time 
they fear that unless some satisfactory arrangement as to his civil list is como to with 
the Persian Government before he leaves, the expenses of his support would devolve 
on the Russian Government, and this is a contingency which they are anxious to 
avoid. 

1 imagine that tho Russian Government would stipulate that somo special source 
of revenue should he assigned as a guarantee for the payment of a pousion, if the 
Persian Government agreed to settle ono on His Majesty. 


[27627] No. 278. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 395.) 

(Telplraphic.) R. Foreign Office, July 22, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 017 [of 21st July]: Kerman. 

You may use your discretion. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 950.) 


[277881 No. 279. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 23.) 

Sir, India Office, July 21, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal to approve the terms of tho note addressed 
by His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran on the 13th May to the Persian Government 
regarding the protection of Bahreinis in Persia. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 
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[27792 J No. 280. 

Anglo-Pertidn Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received July 23.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, July 21, im. 

I RECEIVED a call yesterday from Sadigh-es-Sultaneh, who exhibited to mo the 
original of a telegram which ho had received from Persia addressed to him and signed 
Nezameddiu. 

The telegram was in Persian or code, and Sadigh-es-Su]taueh loft with me a 
a translation, of which the following is a copy :— 

“ On the authority of this telegram the Company must pay the commissioner’s 
salary in full to yourself. Report as usual of the affairs of the company.” 

Sadigh-es-Sultaneh states that Nezameddiu is Minister of Mines in the Persian 
Government as at present established, and claims that this intimation of the wishes of 
the Persian Government is official, and such as must be respected by the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company (Limited). lie will therefore claim the salary for the month of July on 
the 31st instant. In the circumstances I shall feel very grateful if you will be so good 
as to intimate to me before the end of this month whether it would be more agreeable 
to the Foreign Office if I paid the Sadigh the July instalment of salary when due, or if 
I refused to do so in view of Air. Louis Alallet’s letter of the 12th June, 1909, addressed 
to Air. J. R. Preeco. 

I am, &c. 

C. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[27814] No. 281. 

Anglo-Pcrsiun Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received July 23.) 

Winchester House, Old Broml Street, 

Sir, London, July 22, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date 
advising receipt of a telegram from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire confirmatory 
of the one received by us from the company's agents, as advised to you on tho 
20th instant. 

From what you writo I understand that it is your desire that we should arrange 
for the payment of the whole sum of 10,5001 (not 10,050/.) in gold to the sheikh, and 
I have accordingly remitted the equivalent of this amount to Bombay to-day, and 
instructed our agents there to purchase 10,500 sovereigns and ship them by the first 
mail steamer to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., Alohammerah, for payment to the sheikh. 
As arranged with you ovor the telephone to-duy, I understand, however, that you will 
olograph to Ilis Majesty’s consul at Bushire, requesting him to advise the sheikh that 
10,0001. of the above amount is being paid by Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., in respect 
of the Government loan. 

With regard to the two concluding paragraphs of your letter, we shall of course 
do our utmost to comply with the sheikh’s request to delay overt operations until the 
present crisis at Tehran is at an end, but it will bo difficult to do this for long, ns one- 
half of tho pipe line is due for shipment from Now York in August, and will probably 
arrive some time in September. . 

His request for secrecy as to tho execution and details of the ugreomont will of 
courso be eompliod with. 

I am, &c. 

C. GREENING, Director. 


127752] No. 282. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey .— Received July 23.) 

(No. 291. Conlidential.) 

Sir, Paris, July 22, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a lottorfrom Nasr-ul-Mulk 
enclosing translations of tolegrams which have been exchanged between the newly 
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appointed Regent in Persia and himself relative to his appointment as Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 282. 

About Kasxem to Sir F. Bertie. 

(Private and Confidential.) Hotel Sylendide, Evian-lcs-Buins, 

Dear Sir Francis, Haute-Savoie, July 19, 1909. 

BEING, as it were, isolated here, I have learned the important news from Tehran 
only through the newspapers, and cannot yet judge exactly the situation. 

1 received, however, to-day an official telegram from the newly appointed Regent, 
in which his Highness informs me of the change that has taken place, and of my 
appointment as Premier and Foreign Minister. In answer, after the usual compliments, 
f expressed my readiness to return, and to place my services at the disposal of the 
Government within the time necessary for making my preparation and completing 
the cure of my son. 

I beg to sond you a translation of tho original, that is in Persian, and a copy of 
the answer for your information. 

I may add that 1 have written tho same information to his Excellency M. de 
Nclidow, although I do not exactly know whether he would he in Paris just now, as he 
had the intention of going away on a short leave. 

My son is slightly hotter, and has, as the doctor says, three weeks more to drink 
water. 

I remain, Ac. 

ABOUL KASSEM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 282. 

Atatl-ul-Mulk to About Kustein. 

(Traduction.) 

(Telogra phiqtie.) 

VU In situation nctnello du pays ct nlin de calmer l’agitation du pouple, il a etc 
jugc m'ecssaire do proccder a un eliangemont fundamental. Par consequent, le 
vendredi, 27 Djiunadios-Sani, 1227, de l’hadjir, uno haute assemblec s’est fonnee au 
Haharistan (Palms du Purlement), composee dcs grands pretros, dos princes, dcs lniuts 
dignitaiivs do I’Etnl, ct dcs deputes importauts de l’ancieu Medjlesse,'dans laquclle la 
decheunce do Sa Majestc Mohammed Ali Mirza a etc deelaree unanimement, ot, conforme- 
mont mix articles 30 et 37 des lois fondamentales, Sa Majestc Imperiale le Prince 
hiritier, Soltan Ahmed Mirza, a etc proclamd Svhuhiu-Schah do Perse. Dans la meme 
assemhlec on m’a nomine provisoirement a la l'Cgence. 

Votre loyaute a la couronne doit vous imposcr dans eetto occasion le devoir de 
vous ompresser i\ servir le Gouycrneinent et la nation. Vous etes nommd a la presideuce 
du Conscil ot au Ministore des Affaires Etrangcres. Ell vous mettaut on route 
iiumedintoment ct vous chnrgeant do ces fonctions vous no ferez qu’augmouter la liste 
dcs services quo vous avoz toujours rondus au Gouvornoment et a la nation. 

Be 28 Ojmiwtliox-Sani, 


Inclosurc 3 ill No. 282. 

About Kassem to Azud-ul-Mulk. 

(Telcgraphique.) 

SUN Altesse le Regent. 

M’cmprosso presenter lpnnbles hommages vaiux sinccres. lleureux pouvoir 
rotounier servir pays. Prepare depart. Compto otre Teheran quarantaine jours. 
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[27791] No. 283. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. G23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 23, 1909. 

IN the second paragraph of my telegram No. 021 of yesterday I stated, on tho 
authority of a report from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Reslit, that 125 Russian cavalry 
had landed. I have now received a further telegram from Mr. Rabino correcting this 
statement, which should read 159 men of the Commissariat corps. 


[27843] No. 284. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 024.) 

(Telegmpliic.) P. Gulaliek, July 23, 1909. 

11IS Imperial Majesty the Czar has replied to the ex-Shali’s tolcgram (reported 
in my telegram No. 004 of the 20th July) in such terms as to remove any illusions he 
may have relative to the scope of the protection to lie afforded to him by Russia. His 
Imperial Majesty assures him of a proper reception in his country and of his personal 
sympathy, and urges that his departure from Persia may be effected with as little 
delay as possible. 

Proposals to be laid before Mohammed Ali Mirza in regard to the crown jewels 
and other analogous questions aro being formulated by tho Persian Government. 
These, I understand, are to be submitted to him to-morrow, at latest. 


[27841] No. 285. 

Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 151.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 23, 1909. 

FOLLOWING is in reference to your telegram No. 275 of the 21st instant: 
Zil-es-Sultan. 

Accompanied by the Russian Ambassador, 1 have just been to see Zil-es-Sultan, 
whom we advised not to leave Vienna yet, as the new Persian Government had not 
continued his nomination as governor of Farsistan. 

His Highness repeated his request to bo permitted to go either to Tehran, where 
our legations would bo able to watch his movements, or to his home at Ispahan. He 
intended to pay his homage to his new ruler as soon as he arrived in the capital, and 
lie again assured us of his absolutely peaceful intentions. He did not wish to he made 
a governor, nor even regent. He expressed tho hope that he would not he forced by 
Russia and England to take an indirect routo in going back to his country, to which 
he claimed ho had the right to return. An impression might bo made that ho was 
coining hack to Persia as a pretender if he did not take the direct road. 

We attempted to persuade Zil-es-Sultan to stay on a little in Europe, but I infer 
that 1m means to tako his departure for Persia very soon. Ho promised, however, on 
my request, to wait until an answer as to his being permitted to pass through Russian 
territory is received by telegraph from St. Petersburg!!. 


[27842] No. 280. 

Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received July 23.) 

(No. 152. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 23, 1909. 

ZIL-ES-SULTAN. My telegram No. 151 of the 23rd July. 

Anxiety regarding his future seems to be telling on Zil-es-Sultan, who is now very 
nervous and excited. In conversation with myself and Russian Ambassador, he said 
he could not continue living in hotels in Europe, and that he must be provided with an 
" appanage ” by Persian Government if political reasons require his permanent exilo 
from his country. There seemed to him to be no sense in asking him to prolong his 
stay in Europe from week to week, for a long time must olupso boforo the situation in 
[1865] 2 T 
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Persia, with a weak Government in powor, could bo oxpected to become satisfactory. 
The Prince is resolved to return, taking all the responsibility that his action may 
entail. 

As ho at present appears to recognise the utility of the joint action of England 
and Russia in Persia, it would be unfortunate, it seems to me, were the Russian 
Government to cause him olTence by deciding to close to him tho route through Persia. 

1 am informed by Russian Ambassador that M. Isvolsky instructed the Russian 
Embassy in Paris on the 24th dune to.place a visa on the Prince’s passport. 

In showing us the passport, the Prince enquired what objection coidd there be to 
his returning to Persia now, when Russia had not been afraid to grant him permission 
to go during the worst period of the Persian crisis. 


[27792] No. 287. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 397.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 23, 1909. 

SALARY of oil commissioner (see your telegrams No. 450 of the lltli June and 
No. 554 of the 9tli July). 

Oil company have been shown a telegram by Sadigh-cs-Sultaneh, bearing signature 
Nezameddin, stating that Sadigh will claim the instalment of salary for July, and that 
the commissioner's salary must he paid to him. 

Sadigh-cs-Sultaneh explains that Nezaincddin has been appointed Minister of 
Mines. 

Oil company are anxious to know what to do about salary. Ho Persian Govern¬ 
ment desire that it should still he paitl to Sndigh-os-Sultanoh, until the appointment of 
his successor ? 


[27814] No. 2SS. 

Sir Edward Grey to Consul-General Cox. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , July 23, 1909. 

AXGI.O-PKRSIAN Oil Company have given instructions for 10,5001. to be shipped, 
in gold coin, to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., of Mohammerah, in payment of the loan 
to tlie sheikh 'see your telegram No. 305 of the 17th July). Of this amount, 10,0001. 
should, as you know, be advanced as a loan from llis Majesty’s Government to the 
sheikh. 

Oil company will keep the details of the agreement and its execution secret, in 
compliance with the sheikh’s request, and will also try to put oil beginning overt 
operations until the present disturbed state of affairs in Tehran is at an end. But, in 
view of fact that half the pipe-line will probably reach Mohammerah in September, 
being due to leave New York in August, it will he difficult to keep matters quiet for 
very lung. 


[26837] No. 289. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for any 
observations which the Secretary of State for India may have to oiler, copy of a letter 
front the Anglo-Persian Oil Company relative to geological surveys in Persia.* 

Viscount Morley will observe that the company enquire, in the first place, 
whether this department hits any record of a topographical survey of that country, 
such a survey being, in their opinion, a necessary preliminary to a geological survey. 

On tho 11th February of this year, Sir E. Grey received from Lord Morley a copy 
of “Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India,” vol. xxxiv, Part IV, containing “The 


No. 208. 
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Geology of the Persian Gulf and the adjoining portions of Persia and Arabia," by 
G. E. Pilgrim, B.Se., F.G.S., Geological Survey of India. 

This volume was marked “ Confidential,” but in the letter from Mr. Butler to 
Sir R. Ritchie, forwarding it from India—copy of which was sent to this department 
with the book itself—it was stated that a public edition of the work had appeared 
from which certain confidential matter had been omitted. 

It has occurred to Sir E. Gray that this public edition might provide the 
company with all tho information which they need, and he would accordingly suggest 
that they shotdd, in the first place, be advised to obtain a copy of it. 

I am accordingly to request that, if Lord Morley concurs in this proposal, he 
would be good enough to causo Sir E. Grey to be informed how the work can be 
obtained, in order that the necessary indications may be given to the company. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[27877] No. 290. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, Batoum, July 15, 1909. T ] 

ACCORDING to the latest information that reaches me, the numerical strength 
of the military force which the Russian Government has recently sent from Baku for 
the protection of Russian and foreign subjects at Tehran is, roughly speaking, as 
follows:— 


1 battery field artillery (8 gunn) .. .. .. .. .. 260 

2 companies suppers .. .. .. .. .. .. 250 

Labn Cos«ick Keginient .. is* .. .. .. .. 500 

2 buttulioiis infantry .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,000 

Total .. .. .. 3,010 


I have been unable as yet to procure the numbers of the infantry tuiits taking 
part in the above expedition. 


I have, &c. 


P. STEVENS. 


[27906] No. 291. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 24.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous 
letter, India Office, the 16th April, 1909, copy of inclosures in a letter from the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India dated the 1st July, 1909, relative to assurances 
to be given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

India Office, July 23, 1909. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 291. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

Sir, Hush ire, June 12, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram dated the 5th April, 1909, I have the 
honour to attach, for the information of the Government of India, copies of further 
correspondence on the subject of the assurances to be given to the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah. 

I have, Ac. 

P. Z. COX, Major , 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 291. 

Sir G. Barclay to Major Cox. 

(No. 99.) 

(Telegraphic.) p. April 19, 1909. 

FOREIGN OFFICE have wired as follows:— 

“ Cox may inform Sheikh Khazal that whatever change of Government there may 
be in Persia Ilis Majesty’s Government are ready to give him the same support against 
any encroachment on his rights ns was promised him in 1902. Cox should also remind 
the Sheikh that the assurances of His Majesty’s Government have already been 
extended to his successors. Those successors will presumably be his offspring. If this 
does not satisfy him there is no objection to extending the guarantee already given to 
4 his heirs and successors.’ " 

I have as yet received no instructions regarding the loan. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 291. 

Consul McDouall to Major Cox. 

(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphic.) April 24, 1909. 

YOURS of 20th about assurances to the Sheikh. 

1 have told lltljji llais to tell the Sheikh the first part of the Foreign Office 
message, which is certainly an advance. 

As to the question of successors, in my opinion it will not satisfy the Sheikh, the 
pointing out that successors will U; presumably heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and 
Hajji Rais is of the same opinion. The Sheikh is particularly anxious to have his 
offspring (“aolad”) mentioned So in my opinion it will he advisable to give him the 
extension to “ heirs and successors." 


Inclosuro 4 in No. 291. 

Major Cox to Sheikh ot Mohammerah. 

(After the usual compliments.) Mohammerah, May 16, 1909. 

ON the 1st December, 1908, I had the honour, by the direction of His Majesty's 
Government, to repeat t»* your Excellency the assurances given you on behalfof Govern¬ 
ment by his Excellency Sir Arthur Hardin go, British Minister at Tehran, in his letter of 
the 71 li December, 1902, to your address, and to inform you that the British Government 
were now prepared to extend those assurances to your successors. 

I was lurthcr directed to explain to you that the British Government lmd engaged 
to respect the integrity and independence of Persia and that that undertaking in itself 
involved tin 1 maintenance of the stains guo in Persia, and thus included the continuance 
of the same state of autonomy which your Excellency at present enjoys. 

I was then to point out that it followed from the above that any external aggression 
upon your Excellency would constitute an act of infringement of that Persian integrity 
which has received recognition in the Anglo-Russian convention. 

W bill- expressing vour thanks for these amplified assurances, you represented that 
they seemed to you only to safeguard you so long as Persia continued to exist as a 
sovereign StaU\ and you pressed for a further assurance which would cover the 
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or 
occupation by foreign Powers. 

\<m also expressed doubt as to whether the present assurance only provided 
immunity against unwarrantable encroachment on your rights hy the absolute govern¬ 
ment o! Ilis Majesty the Shah, or whether it also covered prevention of similar action 
on the part ot parliamentary government. In reply to those representations, your 
Excellyney was informed that Great Britain and Russia being pledged to respect the 
integrity ol I orsiu, the British Government were not, properly speaking, aide to admit 
e\en the possibility of Persia ceasing to be a sovereign State or coming under the 
occupation «*t a foreign Power, but that in the unlikely event of such a contingency 
the assurances already given to your Excellency would become even more binding than 
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I was further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in 
the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give you 
the same support against any encroachment on your rights as was promised to you in 
1902, and I was authorised to add that they were now prepared to extend the 
application of those assurances to your “ heirs and successors.” 

Mr. McDouall and I have informed you that, in our opinion the assurances as now 
extended and expressed, appeared to satisfy all your requirements; but you have 
further requested that the words “heirs and successors” may be changed and the 
words “ own successive male descendants ” may be written instead; and you have goue 
on to express the hope that His Majesty’s Government will be pleased to dispel the last 
shadow of doubt from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by adding 
after the words “ male descendants ” as above, the words “ up to a period of 100 years ” 
(or, if it be possible, 150 years). 

I cannot give your Excellency any roply on this point without reference to Govern¬ 
ment, but I " ill lose no time in communicating to them your representations. 

I am your Excellency’s sincere friend, 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 291. 

Major Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

Sir, Bushire, June 12, 1909. 

IN continuation of the correspondence on the subject of the assurances to be given 
to the sheikh of Mohammerah, ending with your telegram No. 99, dated the 19th April, 
1909, I have the honour to report that at my lost visit to the sheikh on the 15th and 
16th May, I discussed the question with him at leugth in the presence of Mr. McDouall, 
and finding him, as the latter anticipated, still not fully satisfied with the deduction 
that his successors would presumably be his offspring, I gave him the slightly extended 
guarantee to cover his “ heirs and successors,” as authorised by His Majasty’s Govern¬ 
ment. In the endeavour to persuade him that he had now got all he could reasonably 
want, I went through the record witli him once more, reading him the various assurances 
that had been hitherto given him, and at his desire addressed him a communication 
epitomising the recent fragmentary negotiations, and bringing the subject up to date 
in a convenient form for his information. Of this letter I enclose a copy. 

The penultimate paragraph was included in order to satisfy him that his final 
representation was taken note of, but before parting with him, it was agreed between 
us that as I hoped very shortly to have the privilege of meeting your Excellency, it 
would be better that i should discuss his aflairs with you personally, and he conse¬ 
quently does not expect an immediate reply to his last request. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf and Ilis Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Pars, Sc. 


[28207] No. 292. 

Count Benckcndorff to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received July 24.) 

Dear Sir Edward, Russian Embassy, London, July 24, 1009. 

THE enclosed is the translation of a telegram I have received this morning. I am 
instructed by M. Isvolsky to ask for your opiuion in this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

BENCKENDORFF. 


Inclosuro in No. 292. 

Telegram communicated to Sir E. Grey by Count Benckendorjf. 

(Traduction.) 

L’AMBASSADEUR do Turquie est veuu signaler a M. Isvolsky do grands 
desordres survemis recemment ii Kermanshah. D’ordre do son Gouvernemenl il lui a 
[1665] 2 IJ 
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propose, vu la proximity do cctte villo do la fronti&re turque, d’y expddier on detache- 
ment de troupes ottomanes. M. Isvolsky a (lit 11 l’Ambassadeur qu’il ne pouvait lui 
donner do reponso sans avoir consult^ le Cabinet de Londres. 

Invite par l’Ambassadour a lui exposer son opinion personnels, M. Isvolsky lui a 
dit ce qui suit: 

Ilya une difference essentielle dans les rapports ontro la Perse et, d’un cote, 
l’Angletcrre et la Russio, ot de l’autro In Turquie. 

Tandis que les deux premieres Puissances ont fermemeut en vue de respecter 
l'integrito de la Perse, la Turquie enlace i\ Urumiah des territoires incontestablement 
persans, les oflieiers turcs s’y arrogent. des functions administrativos, levent des impOts 
et, par des moyens injustiliables, induisent la population a demander la sujetion 
turque. 

En outre cette presence de troupes ottomanes sur tcrritoire persnn a pris un 
curactere ehronique ; elles occupent Urumiali dejn depuis plusicurs annees, peut-otre 
un peu moins nombreuses, mais malgre les reclamations a re sujet qne les Cabinets de 
Londres ot de Saint-Petersbonrg ont ndresse a plusicurs reprises au Gouverncment 
ottoman, et malgre les constitutes assurances que Ie Gouvernement a donnees en reponse 
:i ces demarches. Dans l’opinion de II. Isvolsky la presence sur territoire persan de 
troupes turques non seiilement n'y retablit pas le calms, mais au contraire augments lo 
desordre, coimno lo pronvent les incidents d’Urumiah et do Dilman. 

Los agents turques a Teheran et a Tabriz ont para munis ([’instructions nullement 
de nature it calmer, plutdt le contraire. 

Ces considerations paraissent dejit sullisantes a M. Isvolsky pour qu'un arrange¬ 
ment a ee sujet avoo le Gouvernement ottoman no pent etre considere coinme motive et 
opportun et que pour sa part il no emit pas pouvoir eonsentir i\ la proposition du 
Gouvernement turc d'oxpedior un ddtachement a Kermanshah. 


[27981] No. 299; 

Sir (r. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received .lulu 24 1 
(No. (525.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ Gulahek, July 24, 1909. 

TlIK new Government has as yet made no mention officially of the question of 
financial assistance; nevertheless, 1 have received a hint of their urgent need of 
money. 

If no help is given, forced contributions will, \ think, nlone enable them to carry 
on thi> administration of the country ; and any exactions of this sort would supply the 
Russian alarmists with an opportunity for complaint. 

I he two Governments cannot now, I presume, make any advance without the 
Assembly s sanction. Might not the two banks, however, make a temporary advance 
at II* percent., repayable when the joint loan has been made? 

Knowing the need to he urgent. I have ventured to telegraph to you on this 
question, although I have not yet had an opportunity of consulting my Russian 
colleague, who is at present indisposed, or the bank manager, who is in town. 


(No. 020.) 
(Telegraphic.) 1\ 


Sir G. liardm/ lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 


^graphic.) P. Gulahek, July 24, 1909. 

A (ThVl PAR has been addressed by the Persian Government to the chic 
vmcial assemblies, urging upon them the necessity of taking all possible steps t< 
au end to any anti-Russian agitation winch may he prevalent in their districts. 
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[27989] 


No. 295. 


(No. 306.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
PERSIA. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 

P, St. Petersburgh , July 24, 1909. 


I was informed by M. Isvolsky this afternoon that instructions had been sent by 
the Turkish Government to their representative here to make enquiries ns to how the 
Russian Government would view the dispatch of a force of Turkish troops to Kerinan- 
slmli for tin* protection of the lives and property of Turks and other foreigners. 

His Excellency, in reply, had pointed out that every time a Turkish force had 
entered Persia their purpose appeared to have l)een, not the maintenance of order, but 
the occupation of Persian territory and the creation of further disturbances. He had 
told the Turkish Ambassador that he would consult with His Majesty’s Government, 
but that he would not hold out hopes that a favourable answer would be returned to 


the Ottoman Government. 


[27990] No. 296. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 307.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh , July 24, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

I was informed to-day by M. Isvolsky that the Acting Persian Foreign Minister 
bad sent instructions to the Persian Minister here to enquire whether the Imperial 
Government would be ready now to withdraw the Russian forces in Persia. In 
reply, M. Isvolsky had stated that until it was clear that the re-establishment of order 
was an accomplished fact it was impossible for the Russian Government to do so. 

His Excellency then proceeded to observe that further fighting was likely to bike 
place in Tehran and other places. Since this question had been raised by M. Isvolsky 
himself, I said that, admitting the outlook in North Persia to be uncertain, the Russian 
Government could, as an alternative to keeping the force already dispatched at, Kasvin, 
increase the guards of their legation at Tehran to any strength which possible 
disturbances might render necessary; and this being done, the troops could be with¬ 
drawn from Kasvin. To this M. Isvolsky first replied that the Persian Government 
would he sure to object if any troops were dispatched to Tehran, and it would be said 
that such a step constituted intervention in Persian affairs. I suggested to his 
Excellency that if the Persian Government were informed that the legation guard at 
Tehran must be strengthened as a preliminary condition to the force being withdrawn 
from Kasvin this difficulty could be obviated. 

Upon this M. Isvolsky said that he was unable to express an opinion on the matter 
immediately, and that he must think the question over. The situation could best he 
judged by Si. Poklewsky, who Ims been appointed Russian Minister in Tehran, when he 
reached his post. 

Interviews have been published in the newspepers here, pointing out that to 
withdraw the troops is at present inadvisable ; and it would appear that the persons 
interviewed are officials at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


[19457] No. 297. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 110.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 24, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 122 of the 15th ultimo, discussing a proposal 
for the provision of adequate protection for trade in the roads of Southern Persia, a 
subject also treated in your despatch No. 13, Conunerciul, of the 16th May last. 

I consider the proposal to be in itself au excellent one, but it is clear that, before 
steps can betaken to give practical effect to it, it must become the subject of au, 
exchange of views with the Russian Government. 

Before, however, submitting it to their consideration, I have thought it well to 
obtain the opinion of His Majosty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, at present on leave 
of absence in this country, as to the attitude which they are likely to adopt towards it. 
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Sir A. Nicolson has now informed me that he does not anticipate that the Russian 
Government will raise any objections to the scheme as far as the British zone is 
concerned, but his Excellency considers that, before broaching the subject at 
St. I etersburgh, it would be well to ascertain whether the Russian Government 
themselves maintain any guards on the Julfa-Tabreez aud Resht-Tehran roads and 
it so, how they are organised and paid. ’ ’ 

I have accordingly to request you to endeavour to obtain this information and 
forward it to me m due course. u 

As regards the neutral zone, the Russian Government would no doubt wish to be 
consulted, while, in Sir A. Nicolson’s opinion, tho Persian Government might raiso 
officers” 18 10 a " y Sc lcmo lnvolvln e the employment of road guards under British 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[27982] No. 298. 

(No r>27 ) S ‘ T ° RarC, " y t0 S ' r Kdward Gb-ey.— (Received July 25.1 

(T ° 1 •, •• , , Gulahek, July 25,1909. 

ILMERDAY 1 received a visit from a leading member of the nationalist 

20 000/ ra !lm n r r '- d "' e 1 ‘f 11ra , 1 " ed from native merchants had brought in 
20,0001. to the Government, but that this sum could not suffice for the needs of 
administration until the Medjliss mot in somo four or live weeks' time, in spite of the 
f"-.. °,'" y Y luul ‘ '™ r ,° They could not apply for foreign 

aMiKtanco after the constant declarations that no foreign loan could "be recognised 
Without tho sanction of l ho assembly, and they looked to those who had enriched 
thpmselvcs under the late regime to contribute to their needs. 

1 here would not be much harm in this were it not for the Russian alarmist 
nrobabR " "l ' ,>mfo!iso ' 1 great inrlignation at similar practices in Kazvin, and would 
^^t^ffiTetor nggerat ° d 0UttO ' ir th ° no ' v Goveriunent compelled’ persons* 
Reference is to my telegram No. 025 of the 21th July. 


’27983] No. 209, 

(No G°s ) S ‘ r (i Ilarcl " y 10 6 ‘ r Edward Grey. — (Received July 25.) 

* 113 - 

summoning these" inen *“ ***"* ° f 

that t 0 vt >rcce | diug paragr ? pk 1 Aouid explain 

Government is in its hands. guidance ot the Cabinet. In reality 
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[27984] No. 300. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 

(No. 629.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 25, 1909. 

THE nationalist committee yesterday sent a deputation to wait upon the ex-Shah, 
to request him to give up the crown jewels, aud to state that tho Government were 
prepared to pay him an annuity of 25,000 tomans. Mohamed Ali Mirza expressed his 
willingness to resign the jewels, and steps are to be taken to check thorn. The ex-Shah 
referred the deputation to M. Sabline for the discussion of the question of pension; 
subsequently he complained to my Russian colleague that the sum proposed was 
insufficient. 

His late Majesty would have, in addition to the State pension, tho income arising 
from his private estates, computed roughly at 20,0001. per annum by my Russian 
colleaguo. We must, however, l>ear in mind that considerable sums are owing to the 
Imperial Bank, which wore counted during tho late regime as Government debts, but 
which the assembly will possibly not look upon in tho same light. 

Should the assembly raise this question I do not know what attitude His Majesty’s 
Government would adopt, but, if we fail to support tho bank against the Medjliss’a 
possible contention, the Shah’s estates will be the only available security for their 
money. 

There may bo lioavy charges against tho Shah’s property, as there are, 1 under¬ 
stand, others in the samo position as the bank. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 

(No. 630.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 25, 1909. 

1 LEARN from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz that the representative of the new 
governor-gonoral has been expelled from Government Houso by the tribal lovies, and 
that the telegraph office at Abadeli has reported that Sowlot-ed-Dowlck, chief of the 
Kashgais, with a force estimated at 10,000 men, has actually started for Shiraz. 
Mr. Bill begs me to authorise the immediate departure fromBushire of reinforcements. 

I have felt it incumbent upon me, in view of theso circumstances, to instruct 
Major Cox to dispatch the force of sepoys at once. 

I am apprising the Persian Government and my Russian colleaguo of this step. 


Sir G. Lowlher to Sir lidumrd Grey.—(Received July 26.) 

(No. 651.) 

Sj r> Constantinople, July 15, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 322 ot the 25th May, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, consul-general ot Bagdad, 
submitting translations of letters written by liiin to the ^ Ulemas ot Mesopotamia, 
enjoining on them to do their utmost to restore peace in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTUER. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 302. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowlher. 

(No. 66/615.) 

Bagdad, June 11, 1909 

WITH reference to your Excellency's telegram of the 10th June, 1909, I have the 
honour to forward, for your Excellency's information, a translation of my letter to the 
Muj tab ids. 

The Russian consul-general wished to inform the Mujtahids that the request for 
the use of their influence was made by our respective Governments, and he would not 
[1665] 2 X 
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accept a draft which I proposed in which the consular representatives made the request. 
Finally, we compromised and accepted the enclosed form. I should not have done this, 
as it seemed to go rather beyond my instructions, had not the Russian Ambassadors 
telegram become public property owing to its having been sent en clair , as well as a 
further explanatory telegram, saying that the joint representation was required as an 
answer to a request made to the Czar, to the effect, I think, that Russian troops should 
be recalled from Persian territory. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel , Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General , Bagdad. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 302. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Mujtahids of Karbala and Nedjef. 

(Translation.) j une n> 1909 . 

]N pending you herewith the translation of a telegram which I have received from 
his Excellency the Ambassador of Great Britain at Constantinople, I beg you to do all 
tlmt m m your power to restore peace in Persia. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 302. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Chief Mujtahids at Samarra and Kadhimain. 

(Translation.) . June 11. 1909. 

M'.IN 1 * you the translation of a telegram that I have received from his Excellency 
the Ambassador for Great Britain at Constantinople. By bis Excellency’s orders, 1 ask 
the Mujtahids of Sumatra and Kadhimain also to do all that lies in their power to 
restore peace m Persia. * 


[28042] No. 303. 

... , *' lr G - Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 579.) 

® ir ’ , , . , Therapia, July 21 1909. 

1 HAM', the honour to transmit to you herewith paraphrase of the telegram 
which, in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No. 401 of the 
loth instant, I dispatched to His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad* directing him to 

inform the Mujtchids of the objects and 1.rations of Russian action in Persia hut at 

the same tune to abstain from any comments on the assurances of the Russian 
• lovornmeut. 

I have, See. 

GERARD LOWl’HER, 


Inclosuro in No. 303. 

Sir G. Lea ther to Consul-General Ramsay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. < onstantinoffie, July 1G, 1909. 

\l , I II ., rct ™“ c ? to your telegram regarding the offer made by the Persian 
Mujtchids, the Russian Government stated expressly that their object i,i dispatching 
troops IS to ensure that the lives and property of foreigners may be protected mid to 
keop open tlio communications between Tehran and the outside. They add that it is 
their attention that their forces shall leave the country immediately after effecting these 
objects. 1 III) fact that, somewhat before the present troubles, acting on tin, advice of 
he British and Russian Legations, not only did the Shall re-establish the constitution 
hut also promulgated an electoral law which was characterised as democratic bv Te 
Bnush representative, while at the same time the Nationalist cause would have received 
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its death-blow in Tabreez had it not been saved by the arrival of the Russian soldiery, 
are enough to show that there is no intention of restoring the Shah to despotic power. 

The best course for the Mujtehids to follow, if they wish to ensure the departure 
of the troops, is to recommend conciliatory behaviour to their compatriots 

You should give them to understand the above, while abstaining from making any 
comment on the assurances of the Russian Government. 


[28247] No. 304. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 438.) J V - 1 

Slr > . St. Petersburgh, July 17, 1909. 

1 GALJ.I', 1 ) on the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday morning to make a 
communication to him respecting the situation in Shiraz, and his Excellency informed 
me that he had just received the news of the Shah having taken refuge in the Russian 
legation. M. IsvolsKy, who appeared to consider this event, as being ns a matter of course 
equivalent to the abdication or dethronement of Mohammed Ali, said that the intelli¬ 
gence came to him as a relief. Russia had had no desire to support Mohammed Ali, 
hut she hail been suspected of such a desire, and that construction had been wrongly 
put on her actions. The situation would now at any rate become clearer. 

IIis Excellency went on to speak of the attitude which the Russian Government 
would take up in the new condition of things. He said that they would await events, 
and see : whether those who hud now obtained control of affairs in Tehran wore able to 
maintain order and establish an effective Government. Russia would intimate to whatever 
Government was set up in Persia that she would recognise them if they showed that 
they were capable of establishing order, hut that if they proved incapable of so doing 
(this M. Isvolsky said with considerable emphasis), Russia would herself take the 
measures necessary for the protection of her interests. 

I said that 1 thought in recognising any Government which effectively established its 
authority the policy of the Russinu Government would he at one with that of His 
Majesty’s Government. 

As I have had the honour to report in my despatch No. 427 of the 8th instant and 
in other despatches, the Minister for Foreign Affairs in our previous conversations has 
often spoken of the disappearance of Mohammed Ali as of an eventuality which ho 
Viewed with the greatest apprehension, and has expressed the opinion that it would 
result in a condition of anarchy and brigandage which would in all probability 
necessitate Russian intervention on a serious scale. Now that the event has actually 
come to pass M. Isvolsky appears to view the situation with more optimism than might 
nave lieen expected, which is ot course due to the great moderation and good sense 
shown by the popular leaders in the first moment of victory. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 

P.S.—Since the above was written I have received your telegram No. PIS ot 
t-wlays date, and l am addressing a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs stating 
Hiat the attitude of His .Majesty s Government will he the same as that of tho Russian 
government, hut tliut His Majesty's Government will consult with him before definitely 
recognising any Government that may lie established in Persia. 

H. O’B. 


[28200] No. 305. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 20.) 

I’llE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Motley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, with reference to previous letter 
mmi Foreign Office, 21st July, copy ol a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd July, 
relative to the position of the British community at Kerman. 

India Office, July 21, 1U09. 











Inclosure in No. 305. 
discount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, July 22, 1909. 

KERMAN. See my telegram dated the 16th July. 

Telegram received through His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran from Consul at 
Kerman states that no other danger is anticipated if Baluchi advance is stopped by 
our warning. It will otherwise be necessary for community consisting of 12 men, 
8 women, and 7 infants to hold out with local iiolp until relieved, as transport is not 
available. Action, if any, taken by Political Officer, Chagai, as well as suggestions as 
to other possiblo action, should be telegraphed as soon as possible. 


[28269] No. 306. 

India Office to foreign Office.—(Received July 26.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous 
letter, India Office, of the 24th July, 1909, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the 24th July, relative to the situation in Persia. 

India Office, July 26, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 306. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ‘ ' July 24, 1909. 

SITUATION at Kerman. 

Vottr telegrams of the 10th and 22nd July, political agent, (’hagai, has sent a 
warning, in sense of telegram of the 12th July from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 
to tribes who took part in recent Narmashir raid as well as to Sardars Bahrain 
Khan and Syed Khan. A message has also been sent to Sardar Syed Khan by 
Resident, Persian Gulf, warning him against movement attributed to him, and 
informing him that constitutional Government has been established in Tehran. 
Consul at Kerman telegraphed as follows on the 22nd July 

“Things are till safe now that a constituted authority has been re-established, and 
ns Governor is really coming. The air is quite cleared. Unless capital is again 

disturbed, Kerman will be normal.”. 

Telegram dated the 22nd July from Resident, Persian Gulf, reported continued 
improvement in position at Shiraz. Reinforcement is not, therefore, a matter of 
immediate urgency. In light of unpopularity which action of Russians in Northern 
Persia has excited, it is desirable on political grounds that we should, as long as 
possible, defer the movement of troops. But emergency may arise in view of 
anarchical position in Persia. In that event, movement of small isolated detachments, 
such as that suggested for relief of Shiraz, is strongly deprecated by military 
authorities. Armed intervention, whether force be large or small, would probably 
involve much the same loss of popularity. It is preferable, in the circumstances, that 
force sufficient to guarantee success should Ik- employed rather than that regrettable 
incidents, which might result in operations on a larger scale, should be risked. This 
view has our concurrence, and wo suggest that not less than one regiment should bo 
scut to Rushire nud another to Bunder Abbas, should necessity of relieving Shiraz or 
Kerman again arise. It, would, in any case, be impracticable to withdraw consul and 
European community from Kerman to Bunder Abbas, Birjand, or Yezd. There is no 
other possible action that we can suggest. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 
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Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received July 26.) 

(Confidential.) July 26,1909. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Ailmiraltv to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dccypher of a telegram, 
dated the 25th July, from His Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx ” at Bushire respecting affairs 
at Shiraz. 

A copy has also been sent to the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

C. I. THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. 307. 

His Majesty's ship “ Sphinx" to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) P. . , . . 25, 1909. 

AT request of consul-general, acting on authority of Ills Majesty s Minister at 
Tehran, a naval detachment with Maxim gun, Lieutenant Lang in command, will leave 
to-night, in company with reinforcements of sepoys, for Shiraz in consequence of 
further disturbances there. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gulahek, July 2G, 1909. 

MAY 1 request instructions as to whether I should await the opportunity afforded 
by the presentation of my new credentials to offer the congratulations of His Majesty 
Government to the new Shah, or do so now i* .... 

M. Sabiilie is also enquiring as to the wishes of his Government on tins subject. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. BuMre ’ Ju, V 2(i - lyo9 ' 

DISTURBANCES at Shiraz. 

Fifty men and one Maxim gun left to reinforce troops at Shiraz last night, viz., 
36 sepoys, 5 sowars, l native officer, 1 British naval and 1 military lieutenant, 5 Royal 
Marines, and an assistant surgeon. 


Sir Edu ard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

[Telegraphic) 1> Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

DISTURBANCES at Shiraz (sec Bushire telegram No. 759 of to-day and Tehran 
telegram No. 630 of yosterdny repeated to you). 

You should explain to Minister for Foreign Affairs tjiat reinforcements have been 
sent on recommendation of His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, who considers 
situation likely to entail trouble. 



[1665] 
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No. 311. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Mr. O'Beirne. 


(No. 965!) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 26,1909. 

AN enquiry has been made by Turkish Ambassador here with regard lo dispatch 
of Turkish troops to Kermanshah, similar to that reported by you in telegram No. 366 
of the 24th .7uly. 

I replied that, in my opinion, the situation did not call for the sending of a foreign 
force, and that, besides, from what I had heard, it appeared that order had already 
boon restored. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. liertie. 

(No. 321. Confidential.) 

S‘ r ’ Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

I IIAVIt, received your Excellency's despatch No. 291, Confidential, of the 22nd 
instant, relative to the appointment of the Xasr-ul-Mulk as Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Persia. 

I have to request your Excellency to inform the Nasr-ul-Mulk that. His Majesty’s 
Government are glad to learn that he has accepted these appointments, but that, in 
vie"' of the present situation in Persia, they earnestly hope that he will hasten his 
departure for that country, as it is important on public grounds that he should enter 
on his duties without delay. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 

(No. 219.) 

Slr ’ ourn , . . Foreign Office. July 26, 1909. 

Girkish Ambassador informed Sir 0. Mardingo oil tho 21st instant that, 
according to information received by his Government! there were disturbances at 
Kermanshah, and that Rifaat Pasha had suggested the dispatch, with the consent of 
I lib .Majesty s. Government, of a detachment of Turkish troops across the Persian 
frontier to maintain order. 

Sir C. Ilardingo told Tewlik Pasha that, according to the information in tho 
possession of Ills Majesty s Government, order had been restored at Kermanshah, and 
that, m any case, there was no necessity for the dispatch of foreign troops to that 

His Excellency said that he would telegraph to his Government in that sense. 

I ain, &c. 

E.GREY. 


b'oreiyn Ojfice to Arujlo-Persian Oil Company. 

Slr ’ , , », ,. . , „ Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretory Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the lJth instant relative to the desire of your company to possess an 
independent translation ol the Persian original of the agreement, signed on the 
loth November 1908 between Mr. W. K. 17’Arcy and the concessions syndicate on 
tho one pait and the Hnkhtiuri khans on the other part. 

m • \i’- , y 2, u ’, iu re P.>y- ‘ hat a copy of your letter will lie forwarded to His 

Majesty 8 Minister at leltran with instructions to have such a translation made, and to 
forward it to » it E. Grey in due course for transmission to you. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[27814] No. 315. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Pcrsian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 7909. 

7 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the recoipt of your 
letter of the 22nd instant relative to the arrangement made between your company and 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

I am to inform you in reply that you have correctly interpreted Sir E. Grey’s 
wishes in arranging for tile payment to tho sheikh of tho wliolo sum of 16,500f.'in 
sovereigns, and that a telegram has been addressed to His Majesty’s consul-general at 
Bnshire informing him that 10,0001. of this amount should bo advanced as a loan from 
His Majesty's Government 

Major Cox has also been informed that your company will do their utmost to 
comply with the sheikh's request that overt operations may he delayed till the present 
crisis in Tehran is over, but that it will be difficult to do this for long on account of tho 
expected arrival in September of one-half of tho pipe line. 

The telegram sent added that your company will maintain secrecy as to the 
execution and details of the agreement 

I am. &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[28396] No. 316. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Guy. -(Received July 27.) 

(No. 632.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, July 27,1909. 

THE late Shall and his family, alone of tho Russian bastis, are, I presume, to be 
considered as under Anglo-Kussiun protection, and that Amir Jang and others, who 
accompanied the Shah, must merely he regarded as ordinary bastis under Russian 
protection. 

The Persian Government are anxious to bring some of these persons to justice, so 
that the question becomes one of considerable importance. 

I am endeavouring to bring about a settlement similar to that obtained last year 
regarding the guarantees for our bastis (please seo your telegram No. 145 of tho 
1st July, 1908), but I fear that thore may he dillieulties, since Russian ammtr-jrronrc 
is at the moment very sensitive, and the new Persian Government are most unwilling 
to ho dictated to by Russia. 


[ 28405 ] No. 317 . 

Mr. O'Beirne lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) 

(No. 369. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 87. PetersburgIt, July 27, 1909. 

ENCROACHMENTS on Persian territory. 

I was this afternoon shown by the Turkish Ambassador a telegram which lie 
bad received from his Government, according to which reports had reached the Porto 
jo the effect that positions on the River Araxos, near Tcholdja, in Persian territory, had 
been occupied by Russian cavalry and infantry iu considerable force. 

I subsequently saw M. Sazonow, the acting Foreign Minister, who spoke as if no 
such movement had come to his knowledge. He told me, however, that the Imperial 
military authorities Imd received information to the effect that the Turkish forces now 
on Persian territory amounted to five or six battalions. 
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Treasury to Foreign Office.—(lieceived July 28.) 

(Confidential.) 

gii- t Treasury Chambers, July 27, 1909. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 26th May last and the enclosed copy of correspondence with 
the India Office in regard to the financial arrangements involved in the proposed 
transfer of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines. 

The India Office propose that any increase of charge consequent on the transfer 
over and above a sum of 20,000 rupees per annum to be borne, as hitherto, by India 
alone, should be equally divided between the Imperial and Indian exchequers; and 
having regard to the representations of Sir E. Grey in support of this view, my Lords 
sanction the proposal in principle pending the conelusion of such an agreement with 
Persia as will enable definite financial proposals to be made, on the understanding that 
tho cost will be a charge upon the diplomatic and consular vote, which appears to my 
Lords to be tbo proper vote for the purpose in view of tho political character ol the 
transaction. 

I am, &c. 

G. S. MURRAY. 


l 28503] No. 319. 

Sir G. Rarcluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28.) 

(No. 633.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, July 2S, 19U9. 

TEHRAN elections for assembly fixed 6th, 7th, and 8th August. Will bo held 
under new electoral law. 


[28274] No. 320. 

Sir Edward Greu to Sir G. Harrlan. 

(No. 402.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 2S, 1909. 

NEW Shah. 

You may join your Russian colleague in olloring congratulations to new Shah in 
tho sense of any instructions which he may receive from his Government. 

(See your telegram No. 631 of the 26th July.) 


[28396] No. 321. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 403.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 28, 1909. 

REVOLUTION in Tehran. 

You should endeavour to obtain a settlement with regard to bastis on the lines you 
suggest in telegram No. 632 of yesterday. 

Your interpretation of our obligations in this connection is correct. 


[28207! No. 322. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count henckendorjl. 

Dear Count llcuckendorlf, Foreign Office, July 28, 1909. 

I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th July, asking my 
opinion on the proposal of the Turkish Government to scud a detachment of troops to 
maintain order at Kermanshah. 

Tewfik l’aslia made a communication here, on the 21st July similar to that made by 
Turkhan Pasha at St. Pelorsburgh, and was told that, according to the information in 
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the possession of His Majesty’s Government, order had been restored at Kermanshah, 
and that, in any case, thero was no necessity for the dispatch of foreign troops to that 
place. 

I may add that we concur in the observations made by M. Isvolsky on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[28616] No. 323. 

The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.— {Received July 20.) 

3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 
Sir, July 27, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to draw your attention to the situation of this company as 
regards the Karun-Sultanabad Road, the Burujird -Ispahan Road and the Kum-Ispahan 
Road, wliich have not yet been completed. Our road concession expires in the 
summer of 1912, but the grave political troubles and tho generally unsettled state of 
the country have made it quite impossible for us to executo these works. Wo request 
that His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran will inform the Persian Government in this 
sense, in order that when the proper time arrives an extension of the period covered 
by the concession may he obtained. 

I have, &c. 

II. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 


[28622] No. 324. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 29.) 

Sir, ^ . India Office, July 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letters of the 14tli and 21st July as to the situation at 
Kerman, I am directed to refer to the telegraphic correspondence with tho Viceroy on 
the subject,* of which copies have already been communicated to the Foreign Office. 

It will be observed that the latest telegram received by the Government of India 
from the consul at Kerman indicates that danger there is over, at any rate for the 
present. But the Government of India consider that tho withdrawal of the British 
community from Kerman to Vend, Birjand, or Bunder Abbas would be impracticable. 
They draw attention to the risk of employing on relief operations small forces such as 
that which is being sent up to Shiraz. 

The situation docs not appear to Lord Morley to differ essentially from that of 
1907, when tho policy of His Majesty’s Government was convoyed to the Government 
of India in the telegrams to the Viceroy of the 6th Novembor and 18th December. 
Copies of the telegrams exchanged with the Viceroy on that occasion aro enclosed for 
convenience of reference.t it will ho seen from the Viceroy’s telegrams of the 12th 
and 22nd December, 1907, that the Government of India had" then prepared a scheme 
for the dispatch from India, if necessary, of columns of sufficient strength to secure 
order and maintain communications with the coast. 

Lord Morley would enquire whether Sir E. Grey considers it desirable in existing 
circumstances to warn the Government of India to be ready to dispatch troops to the 
gulf at a very short notice should such action be required, subject to the understanding 
arrived at in the telegram to the Viceroy of the 18th December, 1907, and the Viceroy’s 
reply of the 22nd idem. It is clearly desirable to avoid, if possible, the dispatch into 
the interior of small forces such as that which it. has been found necessary to send to 
Shiraz. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLBY. 


• To viceroy, July to ami 22, 19u9; from ditto. July 24,1901). 

t \ iceroy, January 17, December 12 mul 22, 1907; to ditto, February it anil IS, November 0, and 
December 18, 1907. 

[10651 o y 
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Sir G. Barclniy to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received July 29.) 

(No. 634.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, July 29, 1909. 

I HAVB received tho following Private and Very Confidential telegram from His 
Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez :— 

“ I suspect, from conversations which I have had with Russian general and officers, 
that they arc contemplating the possibility of making preparations for passing the 
winter here. Such a stay would probably necessitate the collection of considerable 
supplies and the acquisition of quarters in tho town for the men. The occupation 
would thus he invested with an unpleasant appearance of permanency ; and, moreover, 
after the protracted winter stay, the military authorities would perhaps be moro 
reluctant to move. 

“ The now governor-general is expected to arrive shortly by way of Julfa, and 
the Persian Government should immediately dispatch a force to Tabreez. The arrival 
of a governor without a suitable force would, I am afraid, make no impression on the 
military authorities, but if they were to learn that such a force were already on its way, 
they might pause in their preparations. 

“ Winter sots in here, considerably earlier than at the capital." 

I shall urge upon the Persian Government the necessity for sending a large force 
of Cossacks to meet the new governor, but I am afraid that difficulties may he caused 
bv lack of money. If the necessity should arise, may I adviso the hank manager to 
advance, as a first charge on our share of the joint loan eventually to bo made to the 
Persian Government, a sufficient sum for this purpose ! It would hardly seem necessary, 
although 1 should mention the matter to M. Sabline, to consult tho Russian Govern¬ 
ment on this question. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 635.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, July 29, 1909. 

ZlI.-l'.S-SIJLTAN. 

Constantinople anjuman has telegraphed to Samsatn that Zil-es-Sultnn’s attempt to 
obtain Regency must he frustrated. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 630.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 29, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 393 of the 21st July, 1 have received the 
following telegram, No. 707 of the 28th July, from llis Majesty’s consul-general at 
Busliiro:— 

“ I have received a reply from Sir W. WillcoOks to the uffect that the projects 
should prove remunerative, and that the execution does not appear difficult. He entors 
fully into the details of the preliminary work which could be best taken in hand 
immediately by Mr. Wilson, so us to protit by the season of low water, and promises in 
October or November next to visit the country concerned, and to give his final opinion 
tliete, aided by the necessary surveys, which should then have been completed by 
Mr. Wilson. 

“May I he authorised to instruct Mr. Wilson to start, with the sheikh of 
Mohummeruh’s concurrence and co-operation, ns soon ns an opportunity offers. 

" lie would remain continually m communication with Mohnmmerah, and, should 
circumstances necessitate it, would return there occasionally." 

1 should he glad of your instructions on this subject. 
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[28646] No. 328. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 037.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 29, 1909. 

LAST night the correspondent of the “ Novoe Vremya,” my Russian colleague 
tells me, sent a most, mischievous telegram to his paper, stating that Russian prestige 
is being undermined by tho efforts of this legation. 

T do not need to assure you that this allegation is entirely unfounded. Indeed, I 
am, with the fullest support of my staff, doing everything to discourage the new 
government from taking any action likely to wound Russian amour-propre or to weaken 
their prestige. Unfortunately, an idea prevails bore, which no doubt owes much to 
foreign intriguers, that British policy has gained a victory over that of Russia by tho 
turn of recent events. This idea I combat on every occasion, and I have also instructed 
His Majesty’s consuls to do tho same throughout Persia. 

M. Sabline informs me that he has telegraphed to his Government a contradiction 
of this story. I fear, however, that having failed to ensure the advance of Russian 
troops on Tehran by alarmist reports of danger to foreign subjects, this intriguing 
correspondent is now endeavouring to gaiu this end by rousing public opinion in 
Russia through accentuating the diminution of Russian influence which the change of 
regime has of necessity brought about. 

The relations between Russia and Persia require at this moment particularly 
delicate handling, so that, if possible, it would he well to obtain this correspondent’s 
early removal. 


Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.-—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 154.) 

(Telegraphic.} P. Vienna, July 29, 1909. 

ZIL-ES-SULTAN. 

His Highness has made up his mind to return to Persia, starting to-morrow 
ovening from \ ionna. I saw him to-day, having received a message that he wished 
me to call upon him. I was accompanied by the Secretary of tho Russian Kmbassy 
(the Ambassador being away). The latter had been instructed by his Government to 
tell the Prince that ho was free to go through Russian territory on his journey to 
Persia, and that duo respect would bo shown to him. Zil-esnSultan was evidently 
pleased at this intimation, and lie gave us further assurances of his intention to 
conform to t he advice of tho British and Russian Ministers in Tehran and to do nothing 
to disturb the peace. 

lie said lie was going to stay in the Regent’s house at Tehran, who was closely 
related to his mother and an old friend of liis own. He hoped to arrive within a 


[28646] No. 330. 

Sir Edward (ireu to Mr, O' lieirnc. 

(No. 982.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreirn Office, Juh, 29, 1909. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN co-operation in Persia. 

Please point out to Russian Government that His Majesty’s Government consider 
it most desirable that they should prevent publication of untrue and mischeivous 
reports such as those contained in telegram No. 037 of to-day from Tehran. Substance 
of above telegram should he communicated to Minister for Foreign Affaire. 
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Sir G. Barcliiy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek July 30, 1909. 

THE Nationalists have arrested Mufaker-ul-Mulk, who some days ago left the 
sholler of the Russian Legation and started in disguise for Ma/.anderan, presumably in 
ordor to stir up disaffection in that province against the existing Government. ITe was 
brought to Tehran, where he was tried before a special tribunal and found guilty of 
several murders, including that of the refugees at Shahabdul Azim, which I reported 
in my despatch No. 71 of the 20th March. He was sentenced to death and executed 
yesterday. 

It transpires, unfortunately, that he was provided with some written assurance of 
Russian protection. No arrangement, however, had been entered into between the 
Russian Legation and the Persian authorities concerning him; and the Porsinn 
Government consider that their failure to invite the Russian Legation to send a member 
of thoir staff to attend the trial was excused by this latter fact. 

Although the Persian Government’s interpretation is a natural one, we caimot 
expect Russia, in view of present circumstances, to let the matter pass without a sharp 
protest. 1 shall do my beBt to persuade the Persian Government to show duo con¬ 
sideration for Russian amour-propre in their reply, and to assure Russian charge 
d’affaires that, should Russian protection be afforded to the remaining bastis, they will 
respect these guarantees. 

Yesterday, Saui llazrat, formerly at the head of the Shah's roughs, was also 
executed. 


Sir G. Bareilly to Sir £tfwar| Greu.—(Received July 30.) 

(No. 039.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 30, 1909. 

f LEARN from my Russian colleague that Colonel Liakhoff has been recalled to 
Russia. It is highly improbable that he will resume his duties here. 


Mr. O’Beirut lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 

(No. 370.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. £>'<. Petersburg A, July 30,1909. 

CORRESPONDENT of “ Novoe Vrernya” at Tehran. 

Please refer to your telegram No. 982 of yesterday’s date. 

1 saw the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, and made a communication 
in accordance with your instructions. M. Sazonow said that great importance was not 
attached by the Imperial Government to the telegrams sent by the correspondent in 
question. ’The “Novoe Vtemya ” was a most difficult paper with which to deal, but 
he would see if it were possible to hint to the editor that the attitude adopted by their 
correspondent at Tehran was producing mischievous effects. 

There is a telegram from Tehran in to-day's issue of the journal which, as no 
telegram from Tehran appeared in yesterday’s issue, must be the one of which the 
Russian charge d’affaires spoke lo Sir G. Ilarcluy. There is, however, no complaint in 
it against I lis .Majesty's legation, and it merely states that the present Government in 
'Tehran are hostile to Russia and friendly to Germany and England. Front this it 
would appear that the telegrams received by the “ Novoe Vremya " from their corre¬ 
spondent are toned down before publication. 

Colonel Liakhoff, according to a current report, is relinquishing his post as 
commander of the Cossack brigade. This report is confirmed by M. Sazonow. 
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[28652] No. 331. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 407.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 30, 1909. 

•WITH regard to suggestion in your telegram No. G34, Very Confidential, of the 
29th July, I think it better not to advise the bank manager as to au advance to 
the Persian Government. 

Should he apply to you, however, you may say that the guarantee of the new Persian 
Government for a temporary advance would be quito admissible, since they have been 
recognised both by Great Britain and by Russia, and that it wotdd presumably receive 
the sanction of the Hedjliss if it were a small advance and absolutely essontial to carry 
on the Government 

You should, however, do nothing without considting M. Sabline, especially in 
regard to matters connected with Tabrecz, and any advance should bo mado jointly by 
the British and Russian Banks. 


[28852] No. 335. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 

(No. 640.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 2, 1909. 

THE Indo-European Telegraph Department propose dispatching repair parties on 
the 1st October from Bushire and Robnt, and unless there is an unexpected improve¬ 
ment in the state of the country, either party will require, an escort of fifty men. 

Subject to your approval, I propose to apply to the Persian Government for escorts 
of Persian troops, warning them at the same time that, if these troops are not ready at 
the places and on the date required, guards of British-Indian soldiers will bo employed. 


[28853] No. 336. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 

(No. 641.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 2, 1909. 

PLEASE see your telegrams Nos. 291 and 302 of the 11th aud 17th June 
respectively. 

The newly appointed Minister of Telegraphs has requested the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department to undertake, in the autumn of this year, the construction of the 
second line to Shahrud. 

In view of the necessity of postponing any mention of llm proposed exchange of the 
Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratahad lines until the Arabiatun telegraph convention 
has been submitted to tlm assembly, we shall avoid definite reply as regards the erection 
of the Shahrud wire, as our answer must depend on the progress of the negotiations 
for exchange of lines. 


[28854] No. 337. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Auyust 2.) 

(No. 642.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 2, 1909. 

DURING the last fortnight little progress has, 1 am afraid, been made towards 
ensuring the departure of his late Majesty, 'flic Persian Government is still engaged in 
efforts to recover certain jewels, said to he of great value, which the ex-Shah claims as 
his own property, hut which are nevertheless asserted to belong to tlm Crown. 

In the course of the recent trials there have lieeu disclosures very damaging for 
Mohammed Ali, which, if skilfully used by the Persian Government, should induce him 
to come to a compromise. 

[1065] 3 A 
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I trust that there will be no further delay when once the question of the jewels is 
settled The Russian Government, I understand, contemplate an addition to Mohammed 
Ali’s civil list, and if necessary I think that we could persuade the Persian Government 
to raise their original offer. 


Sir a. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (licenced August 3.) 

I? 0, l30-) Gulahek, June 28, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch which I 
have received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire in regard to the with¬ 
drawal of the force of bluejackets landed at that place from His Majesty s ship 

1 ' V venture to suggest that the Lords < ,’ommissioners of the Admiralty may lie 
requested to convey to the nllicers concerned the appreciation of Major Cox tor the 
sorvices rendered by them during a period ot considerable difficulty and anxiety. 

1 have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 338. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

gj' r ' ) ISusliire, May 23, 1909. 

IN amplification of my telegram No. 161, dated the 19th instant, 1 have the 
honour to report that, my consular colleagues having assured me, in answer 
enquiries, that they were in. longer under any apprehension as to the salety ol their 
nationalists, and saw no objection to the withdrawal of our men, and bis Excellency 
the Dervn Begi having given me satisfactory personal and written assurances regarding 
the future maintenance of order and security on the island, the 100 men on shore from 
His Majesty’s ship " Fox" were withdrawn, hull" on the 19th and halt on the 20th. 

Hi's Majesty’s ship “ Fox ” herself left for Bombay at dusk on the 20th. u 

Two subsidised vessels of the Persian Gulf Squadron- -His Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx, 
Commander Litchfield (who has now resumed the duties of senior naval officer, Persian 
Gulf Division, from Captain A, T. Hunt, of the "Fox”), and His Majestys ship 
"Lapwing"- are at present in harbour under ordinary local arrangements and will 
romnin for the present. , . , . . , 

I venture to take this opportunity of apprising you of my great appreciation ot 
the hearty co-operation and judicious counsel which I received at all times from 
Captain Hunt, and also of the helpful part played by the officers, under his direction, 
in immediate charge of the two parties of bluejackets located respectively at the 
residency and custom-house, as well as of the excellent bearing and good-fellowship 
evinced 'by the men themselves in their close daily intercourse with the Indian sepoys 
and native establishment of the residency and custom-house. Their six weeks on shore 
was in many ways a tedious time, especially the last toll days, during which the heat 
and mosquitoes were particularly trying and the tact that during that period nothing 
but the most cordial camaraderie existed is much to their credit. 

In this connection, 1 feel that special thanks are due to Lieutenant II. I). Briggs, 
1st lieutenant of His Majesty's ship " Fox," in charge of the party at the residency, 
and Lieutenant Lang, of 'His Majesty’s ship "Spljiux,” and Lieutenant W. W. Hunt, 
of His Majesty's ship “ Fox," in command during part and whole of the time respectively 
at the custom-house. 

1 have, &c. 

P. /,. t 'OX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Ears, Ac. 
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[28896J No. 339. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 131.) 

Sir, ^ Gulahek, June 30, 1909 

I HAVE read with some surprise the letters from Ellinger and Co., copies of 
wliieli reached me by last bag in your despatch No. 74. 

The difficulties at Hormuz to which they refer are a thing of the past, and I do 
not wish to trouble you with a report on the question. I venture, however, to record 
my opinion that the tone of Messrs. Ellingers’ letter shows a regrettable failnro to 
recognise the debt of gratitude which Moin-ut-Tujjar owes for the steps taken by His 
Majesty’s consul at. Bunder Abbas on his behalf. These stops were followed by the 
cessation of interference with the mining operations, and also averted the danger at 
one time imminent of the seizure by the Nationalists of the oxide already mined. 

I am pointing out to Moiu-ut-Tujjar that his language as repeated to the Foreign 
Office in Messrs. Ellingers’ letter of the lltli May is unwarranted, and is inconsistent 
with his expression of gratitude-to me for what find been dono for him. 

I have, &c. 

G. BA UCLA Y. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—( Received August 3.) 

(No. 133.) 

Sir. Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from the 
Darya Beggi to his Tehran agent in regard to the situation at Bushire, which has been 
communicated to mo by His Majesty’s consul-general. 

lhe lamentations of the Darya Beggi over the lack of funds and the misdeeds of 
Seyyid Murteza and Seyyid Abdul Hussein Lari are not unworthy of note, as giving a 
picture from his own standpoint of the difficulties experienced by the governor of a 
Persian province in a time of stress. 

I lie Darya Beggi's position is not an enviable one, hut, indeed, it is difficult for 
anyone who has been dealing with Bushire affairs during the past three months not 
fervently to echo his Excellency’s wishes for the confusion of the Seyyids. 

I should mention that Seyyid Abdul Hussain, though he has not played any part 
m events at Bushire itself, lias, as a Mujtehid of bogus nationalist sympathies, been 
unwearying in his efforts to spread disorder in tho hinterland. He was recently 
defeated at bar by Nasr-ed-I)owloh, tho younger brother of tho Kavam, and is now 
reported to be about to turn his attention to Shiraz. 

1 have, iSc. 

G. BA UCLA Y. 


Inclosure in No. 340 

Darya Beggi to Etizad-es-Sultan (Htisad Da]tar), Tehran. 

(Telegraphic.) y/«y 13, J()0'J. 

I ARRIVED two days ago. 1 do not know what to telegraph. Anyhow, I shall 
have to write everything by tho post Tile gist of the matter is just this, that there is 
nothing left of tin- ports. Everything that was possible lias either been carried oil by 
tho revolutionaries or has gone in expenses for the guards. There is not a single 
quarter from which I can get in a single “ pul.” Force is necessary for everything, 
in the Customs there are English guns and sailors. Some time ago 450 Chahkutuhis 
wero brought in for tho protection of the town and outskirts, and they were giving 
them 1 OH tomans a-day from the Customs. The Kalantar had 100 men got together 
trom here and there, and the merchants wero lending tho Kalantar 25 tomans a-dav 
<m account of gate money. If they want to keep Bushire, orders must ho given that 
>or a little while tho Director of Customs shall pay this money. 

The greatest danger for the ports is [afforded] by the presence of the Ispahan 
soldiers and Bulvardi artillerymen. They Bhould be recalled at onco, and instead of 






them either men well-affected to the State should be sent, or orders should be sent 
that proper servants should be obtained, with the knowledge of the Director of 
Customs, and for the same wages that the soldiers draw. Let orders be issued to the 
Customs that they should pay the wages of guards for as many days as are necessary. 
Lot orders be issued, no matter in whose name, for a sum of 10,000 tomans to be given 
to me, even though it be an advance on account of expenses, so that I can turn aside 
from Bushiro and leave at once for the other ports. The Director of Customs is .also 
with me in the matter. 

The Minister for P'oreign Affairs should discuss with the legation, and arrange 
for the evacuation of the Customs by the foreigners. I pledge my own head for the 
protection of the Customs and all foreign subjects. May God curse the Ahraini Seyyid ! 
For another ten years what he has destroyed will not be repaired. Right up till now 
he has kept a body round him, and does not stop intriguing. 

Sheikh Hussein’s exertions must not be forgotten. The State must show soino 
signal favour towards him. 

If you are able to get those several matters put through, come by “ chappar ” 
(post), if not I shall flee by “chappar.” Give me your answer soon. God knows that, 
although the constitution has been granted, save for neglect of the south, they let 
everything go. 

The southern towns do not know what constitution is. They want something 
else. Again I say, God curse the two Seyyids Abdul Hussein and Murteza. 

Give my greetings to the Arbab. His congratulations have reached me. I am 
infinitely grateful. 


[28899j No. 341. 

Sir G. Barclay tn Sir Edward Grey .— (Rcreived August 3.) 

(No. 133 a.) 

Sir, Gulahck , July 9, 1909. 

IN my telegram No. 501 of the 25th June, repeating a telegram to His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire, I mentioned a report that the Sheikh of Moliammorah had 
supplied the Bakhtiari forces at Ispahan with a sum of 120,000 krans. 

From information I have received from llis Majesty’s consul-general at Ispahan, 
I gather that the Bakhtiaris have, in fact, received some funds from the sheikh, but 
Major Cox, in his reply to my telegram, states that the money seems to have beeu a 
loan advanced on a lease of Ram Hormuz, the property of the Bakhtiari, which the 
sheikh has long boon anxious to acquire. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


128901] No 342. 

Sir G. Harriot/ to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

I No. 134 a.) 

Sir, Guhhek, July 12, 1909. 

In my despatch No. 124 I stated that* the Shah’s acceptance of our programme 
had produced a detente , and that the prospect of the Bakhtiari from Ispahan and the 
fedai from Kazvin marching on Tehran, which at one time seemed imminent, was now 
remote. The prompt and striking manner in which events have contradicted this 
statement affords a somewhat disheartening illustration of the difficulty of correctly 
gauging the situation in Persia. The information in my possession was to the effect 
that many of the Bakhtiari had lelt Ispahan for their homes, and that the disbandment 
of the remainder would be effected shortly. At Kazvin, too, so far from there being 
any signs of an approaching advance on Tehran, my Russian colleague’s information, on 
which 1 was dependent tor my knowledge of what was occurring there, was to the 
effect that the tedai were gradually dispersing. My opinion, therefore, that a march on 
Tehran on either the Bakhtiari and the revolutionaries was remote seemed sufficiently 
warranted. Hardly, however, had I signed my despatch above referred to when 1 
received on the 17tb ultimo a telegram from His Majesty’s consul-general at Ispahan 
reporting that Sardar Assad had called on him to say good-bye as he was leaving for 
Tehran, and that rumour credited the Bakhtiari chief with the intention of taking with 
him 1,000 men to enforce the execution of the constitution. Ten days later we learned 
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that the fedai under Sipahadar had advanced from Kazvin, and were already well on their 
way to Tehran, and this notwithstanding that Sipahadar had only a few days before 
agreed to dissociate himself from his men, and visit the capital with a view to a 
reconciliation with the Shah, provided the Russian Legation gave him a guarantee for 
his personal safety, which M. Sabline had consented to do. 

On receipt of Mr. Grahame’s telegram I at once dispatched an urgent message, 
instructing him to point out to Sardar Assad that the preparatory work for the 
restoration of parliamentary government was proceeding without hitch, and that the 
demonstration which he was believed to be contemplating would only complicate and 
retard matters. Sardar Assad had already started, and Mr. Grahame forwarded my 
message to him by letter. 

On the 20th I received a visit from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who told me 
that the Government were about to send Amir Mufakhan, a Royalist Bakhtiari chief, 
with what following he could get together against Sardar Assad. I deprecated this as 
a resumption of civil war, and told his Excellency what I had done with a view to 
arresting Sardar Assad’s advance, adding^that should this fail I would do my best to 
obtain authorisation for my Russian colleague and myself to send out the two consuls- 
general from Ispahan to overtake Sardar Assad and give him strong advice to abaudon 
liis demonstration. His Excellency promised in that case to hold back Amir Mufakham 
for a few days. On the 22nd I received your telegram instructing mo to send 
Mr. Grahame after Sardar Assad. The former had by that time received an answer to 
my first message. It was not satisfactory, and 1 accordingly directed Mr. Grahame to 
overtake the sardar, who was now with some 700 or 800 men well on his way to Kum, 
and to make it clear to him that the two legations were satisfied with the progress which 
had been made in the execution of the programme presented to the Shah by the two 
Powers, and also as Sardar Assad seemed to 1*3 under a delusion as to the nature of our 
programme, to deny emphatically the story iu circulation that it involved any 
curtailment ol Persia’s independence, and to explain to him that our representations had 
merely taken the form of friendly advice to the Shah as to measures for the restoration 
of constitutional government. My Russian colleague sent similar instructions to his 
consul-general later in the day. 

1 he joint communication from the two legations was .made by the two consuls-general 
to Sardar Assad at Kum on the 26th. I enclose a report from Mr. Grahame of wlnit passed 
at the interview. Here I need only state that Samar Assad maintained that the restored 
constitution was a sham, citing as pi-oofs of this the presence in the Cabinet of 
Saad-ed-Dowleh, the retention of Amir Bahadur Jang at the Palace, and the 
continuance in office ot Mukhber-ed-Dowleh as Minister of Telegraphs, and that he 
promised to let the two consuls-general have by the 28th certain demands which he was 
formulating in concert, with the various nationalist centres. 

1 should mention here parenthetically that Saad-ed-Dowleh, who had always beeu 
the object of considerable mistrust amongst the nationalists, has become odious in their 
eyes owing to the general belief that he is responsible for the continued Russian 
occupation of Tabreez. As regards Amir Bahadur Jang, I should state that, knowing 
how much his presence at the Palace was resented, I have more than once suggested to 
niy Russian colleague that we should press for his expulsion, but finding M. Saldino 
lukewarm, and knowing as I did that the Amir was not interfering with the preparatory 
work for the meeting of the Assembly, I did not press the matter. As to Mukiiber-ed- 
Dowleh, 1 should mention llmt when the reform Cabinet was formed, it was part of the 
private suggestions of the two legations that tho Minister of Telegraphs under the 
late reactionary regime should retain his post. We knew him to be a reactionary, 
but i be Minister ot Telegraphs in Persia has no seat iu the Cabinet, ami, in view of 
Mukbber-ed-powloh’s experience in telegraphic administration, we wished him to 
remain in office. I ought to add, perhaps, that I was also somewhat influenced by 
the fact that the Mukldier was doing bis best to facilitate the negotiations in regard 
to tlie Arabistan telegraphs. 

lo resume my report of our efforts to check Sardar Assad’s advance : my Russian 
colleague and 1. on learning from the consuls-general what lmd passed at their interview 
) v ith the sanlur, instructed them to emphasise once more to the Bakhtiari chief the 
uiopportmiuimss of his armed demonstration, to repeat to him that tlio two legations 
Nv '-‘ ,e satisfied with the progress made in the execution of our programme, and lo point 
oat the grave responsibility he incurred if ho disregarded our advice. Mr. Grahame 
3 ‘iul M. Bogoiuwlensky were also to tell Sardar Assad that they would wait at Kum 
u, itil midday of the 29th in order to learn his demands. I transmit Mr. Gtulmmo’s 
account of this second interview (Enclosure No. 2). It will Ik; seen that Saida. Assad 
[1665] :t R 
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asked lor time, before formulating the demauds, to communicate with Kazvin and 
Tabreez and for the free use of a telegraph wire for the purpose. Wo did not think it 
suitable to keep the two consuls-general waiting longer at Kum merely to learn the 
Sardar’s demands, which we had good reason to believe had already been presented to 
the Persian Government, and which could equally well reach us through some other 
channel; the request, too, for the free use of the telegraph for neople who could 
not now be regarded as other than rebels seemed to us unreasonable. We therefore 
instructed Mr. Grahame and M. Bogoiawlensky to inform Sardar Assad that they had 
no further communication to make to him, and they lelt Kum on tho 29th. 

1 should not omit to mention that before leaving Mr. Grahame received a private 
visit from Sardar Assad at which tho latter declared his intention of utterly crippling 
the Shah, and added that lie would depose him if it were not for fear of Russian 
intervention. During this visit the sardar asked for an opportunity ol a private 
conversation on the wire with me regarding Russian action in the north, and later an 
individual in tho sardar’s confidence offered to divulge bis demands provided 
Mr. Grahame gave his word of honour not to disclose them to the Russians, Both the 
request and the oiler wore of course rejected. 

Meanwhile, on the 28th, news had reached the capital that some 900 fedai 
from Kazvin were within 45 miles of Tehran. With the failure of the mission of the 
consuls-general at Kum, and with this move of the revolutionaries from Kazvin, the 
outlook for tho Shah was a dark one indeed, and the greatest alarm prevailed at the 
Palace. The troops in the capital, with tho exception of the 800 or 900 Persian 
Cossacks, were not of a kind to inspire much confidence, and to make matters worse for 
the Shah all chance of serious dissensions amongst the Baklrtiaris seemed to have 
disappeared. The Ilbeggi, Mohtesham-es-Sultnueh, had made it up with the Ukhani, 
Samsam-es-Sultaneh; and Amir Mulakhum, who was, ami has remained up to now, 
loyal to the Shah, was not likely to have any considerable following. To add to the 
difficulties of the position the Cabinet, with the execution of Saad-ed-Dowleh, was in a 
state of complete demoralisation. Saad-ed-Dowleh had resigned on the 2.0th, his 
resignation being followed by that of the other Ministers, and, although the Shah 
commanded the Cabinet to carry on temporarily Saad-ed-Dowleh, who, whether he had 
resigned in a moment of fear or (as he maintains) because of the cowardice of bis 
colleagues, was the only one who had the courage really to resume his functions. The 
others, while carrying on current business, absolutely declined to do anything involving 
responsibility. 

In the critical position In which be was placed, the Slid.li summoned my Russian 
colleague and me to Sulianatabad oil the 2nd instant. I have so fully reported in my 
telegram No. 530 of the 3rd July what passed at this audience that I need here only 
say that llis Majesty asked for our advice, and that we had to tell him that it was 
his delay in following our advice tendered to him so repeatedly last winter that had 
brought him to his present straits. We had endeavoured to dissuade Sardar Assad 
from marching on Tehran, But had failed, and wo did not know what advice we could 
maw give him. We were ready, however, if any opportunity ottered, to use our 
influence for a peaceful settlement. Tho audience left a painful impression on 
M. Sahliue as it did on me, and late in the evening ho visited me ami pressed mu 
hard to use threatening language to the nationalists. I explained that 1 had 
already gone as far in my language to them as 1 felt authorised to do, and I did not 
feel disposed to suggest to llis Majesty’s Government that 1 should be permitted to use 
threats which, if not eil'ective, might involve active intervention. 

On tho following day 1 received your telegram No. 325 of the 2nd July, in which 
you informed mo of your suggestion to the Russian Ambassador that a joint warning 
"might be conveyed to Sipahdar and Sardar Assad that the only way to avoid foreign 
intervention was to restore older and to give the constitution which had been restored 
a fair chance. 1 immediately visited M. Subline, who bad just received news that the 
350 Persian Cossacks who bad been posted at Kerej bad hail to retire to avoid being 
outlluukcd. Tim danger of a conliiot seemed so imminent that M. Sahliue, although 
he had not received instructions, agreed with me to send representatives of the two 
legations to Sipahdar and Sardar Assad to convey the warning in question. Accordingly 
carlv in the morning of the 4th Major Stokes and M. Baronowsky left to interview 
Sipahdar, and Mr. Churchill and M. Romnnowsky to interview Sardar Assad. Major 
Stokes ami M. Baronowsky found fighting in progress at Sliahahad between the fedai 
ami the Cossacks, who hud fallen back from Kerej. They were fired on by mistake by 
the t Vssnoks, fortunately wit bout untoward consequences, and after the conliiot was over 
proceeded on their way to the Sipahdar. I enclose a memorandum by Major Stokes 
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reporting on his interview as well as a report by Mr. Churchill on his interview with 
Sardar Assad. 

As reported by telegraph on the 5th instant, the communication made to the 
two sardara did not seem to make much impression. Sipahdar, however, gave to 
Major Stokes and M. Baronowsky a list of his demands (see Major Stokes’ memo¬ 
randum). 

These demands seemed to my Russian colleague and myself unreasonable, and we 
ilid not see our way to recommend the Shall to negotiate on the proposed basis. The 
terms were rather those of a conqueror than those of a leader of insurgents who had 
just suffered defeat, and they were, moreover, for the most part either unpractical 
or contrary to the constitution. There were, however, two demands which, in tho 
circumstances, it was very desirable the Shall should accept, and which, moreover, 
came well within the spirit of our programme, which aimed at having persons about 
the Shah who inspired confidence. They were those for the expulsion of “traitors” 
such as Amir Bahadur Jang, Sheikh Fnzlullah, Mufakher-ul-Mulk and others, and 
the dismissal of Mukber-ed-Dowleh from the [tost of Minister of Telegraphs. In 
our reply to Sipahdar we accordingly signified our willingness to press these, provided 
that he intimated to us that he would be satisfied il the Shah granted them. In his 
reply he ignored our offer. He repeated the old story that the constitution was a 
sham, and expressed the hope that in view of the Auglo-Rusxiun agreement the nation 
would not meet with interference in its elforts to recover its l ights. 

A further opportunity was ottered to the two legations of using their influence for 
a reconciliation on the 10th instant, when Saad-ed-Dowleh informed them that lie had 
sent an invitation couched in conciliatory terms to the two sardars to send delegates to 
discuss terms for a settlement. We seized the opportunity to press upon the Shall the 
necessity of getting rid of his obnoxious favourites, and liis Majesty having given us a 
secret pledge to expel them on receiving a writ ten promise from Sipahdar and Sardar 
Assad, through the two legations, that they would desist from hostilities and disarm 
their followers, we sent a message to the two sardara (whose forces had now joined 
hands in the Shahria district, some Hi miles west of the capital) urging them to sent! 
their delegates to negotiate, and assuring them of our conviction that the Shah would 
entertain such of their demands as were in accordance with the constitution. When 
this message reached the sardars yesterday morning, lighting, which appears to have 
started on the previous day, was still in progress Iwtween tlie revolutionary forces 
(which I understand numb, r about, 2,000) and some 500 Cossacks, assisted by tho 
loyalist Rakhtiaris under Amir Mufakliam and other nondescript troops The lighting 
continued until sunset, when the Cossacks, who had advanced to attack the fedai 
position, retreated. 

The reply to our message reached us this morning; it was to the effect that tho 
sardars could not send delegates while they were being repeatedly attacked and while 
the road was blocked by royalist troops. They asked that the Persian Government 
should send representatives to treat, and said that they would remain on the defensive 
till sunset. 1 have communicated this answer to the Minister for Foreign Allhirs, but 
1 fear that, for the moment at least, no further efforts of the two legations to bring 
about a reconciliation would serve any useful purpose. In this my Russiun colleague 
agrees with me, aud we intend for the present to let matters take their course. 

1 have reported the above fully by telegraph, hut I have thought it convenient to 
record in consecutive form the steps taken by the two legations in the hope of preventing 
the revolutionary forces from entering Tehran. 

It would lie interesting to know something of the inner history of this movement 
and why it occurred just when it did. The plea that the restored constitution was 
a Bbam, whether believed or not by those who put it forward, was not true, except in so 
fur as all concessions from this untrustworthy Snub must Ire open to suspicion. 1 sue no 
reason to doubt that had the Bakhtiari and fedai kept quiet the Assembly would liuvo 
met In due course. Apart from tho agitation against the Russian occupation, tilings 
were proceeding unusuallv smoothly at Tehran. There was grumbling, it is true, hut of 
grumblers and agitators l’ehran lias more than its share. The electoral law was on the 
point of being promulgated, and on the surface things seemed going so satisfactorily that 
people were at first disposed to make light of Sardar Assad's departure from Ispahan, 
mid to regard his advance as a tardy attempt to save his face after the failure for 
no long to fulfil the oft-repeated boast that the Bukhtinris were only awaiting his return 
from 1’aris to advance on Tehran. Il rvus only when the revolutionaries started from 
Kazvin and the mission of our consuls-general at Kum was known to have failed that it 
was generally realised that the movement might after all he more than a mere demon- 





188 


Htration. It« seriousness became more and more evident :is time went on, and it w'aa 
known that preparations were actively proceeding for sending reinforcements from 
Ispahan and Resbt. Telegrams passing over the British wire to Ispahan showed, too 
that the revolutionary leaders were receiving urgent advice from abroad. It is, indeed, 
abundantly clear that the revolutionaries have been in close touch with certain persons 
in London and Paris, and also of course with the Anjumau at Constantinople. Two 
telegrams which are known to have passed over British wires call for special mention 
They were sent from persons in London and Constantinople respectively, and urged the 
Bakntiaris to finish the business quickly for fear of the foreigners. What the business 
referred to is remains to be seen. 

I have, &e. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 342. 


Telegraphic Conversations between Consul-General Gralunne and M. Boyoiavlenski / 
at Kum. 


June 26, 1909 

WE have had a conversation of one hour and a-half with Siirdar Assad, who was 
obviously very ill at ease. We informed him that his demonstration was entirely 
misplaced in the opinion of both legations and could only be injurious to the constitution. 
The “ leit motif” of Sardar’s argumentwas that the constitution does not exist, and 
that 1 h»Ui legations are shamefully deceived. He adduces as proof the presence of 
Amir Bahadur Jang as in effect Minister of War, the Mustaufi-ul-Mamalik having 
practically resigned, and that of Saad-ud-Dowleh and Mukhber-ud-Dowleh /both noted 
absolutists) in the Cabinet. We warned him that if lie disregarded the advice of the 
two legations, they would consider that his object was to complicate the situation and 
would hold him personally responsible for the results. He protested energetically that 
he had no object hut the establishment of a real constitution, of which, however, he 
gave no definition. As formerly in Ispahan, he pointed out that he had not come to 
fight with anyone unless they fought with him. As a proof of this, lie averred he had 
avoided going to Kashan lest he should thus provoke an engagement with the Shah’s 
troops there, more than half of which he had won over, while the others were ready to 
join him at the first signal. Urged not to put himself in opposit ion to the two legations, 
and advised to return quietly home, he replied that lu* could not go back without 
having accomplished anything. 

He is, however, prepared to retire ns soon as certain demands of iiis are granted. 

He could only enumerate two of these :— 


1. That Amir Beluidur Jang and five or six other noted absolutist® should be 
banished from Tehran. 

2. That assurances should ho given for the security of the members of the assembly 
when elected, as he is certain that they will never dare to assemble. 


The remaining conditions he said he could not formulate till he lmd consulted the 
members of a constitutional committee summoned by him to meet him oil this very date 
at Kum, of whom, however, only one had as yet arrived. He promisee to furnish his 
demand in writing by the 28th June at latest. Asked what he proposed to do if his 
demands were refused, he quoted a couplet from Firdausi in the vein of “ Death or 
Westminster Abbey." We pointed out that his demonstration, instead of expediting 
the constitution, would retard it. He replied that his action would have one of two 
results, either a real constitution would lx? established or there would he direct foreign 
intervention. It would bo better to hasten on the denouement. In further proof of his 
pacific intentions lie stated that lie had counter-ordered the advance of the reinforce¬ 
ments from Ispahan. Atone point in the conversation ho professed himself ready to 
wait with his force-, either at Kum or elsewhere, till Parliament assembled, adding that 
he \\ is sure that it never would meet under the present pseudo-constitutional regime. 
Ho repeatedly avowed himself unwilling to place himself in opposition to the two 
legations to which he would lie gratoful if they could obtain for him his demands. 
11 iew» were not his only, hut those of Tab re e/,, Mushed, llesht, and other places which 
he only represented, lie had no personal object. This did not prevent him Adducing 
as one proof of the absolutism now rampant in Tehran the fact that lie had heard 
to-day ilia* the Shah had conferred his (Surdnr Assad’s) lauds in Baklitiuri on Amir-i- 


Mufakhan. I told him that in England anyone who headed such a movement as he 
now did would have been punished much more severely. We are both of opinion that 
Sirdar Assad’s intellect is clouded. 

He speaks like a person possessed of an idee fixe and appears incapable of admitting 
that anvono except himself can gauge rightly the real situation at Tehran. 

G. GRAHAME. 
BOGOIAVLENSKY. 

June 27, 1909. 

In short interview this afternoon with Sardar Assad, after reminder from me 
that nothiug which had l>een said in the previous interview must be interpreted to 
imply any diminution of the dignity and independence of the Persian Government 
and people, we delivered your message of this morning almost in the exact terms 
thereof. It evidently created an impression. The sardar proceeded to speak of his 
motives and projects. He lmd intended to demand on his arrival at Kum the 
immediate dismissal of Mukhber-ud-Dowleh. This would have been at once effected 
had we not Ixjoii here. After halting only three days at Kum to communicate with 
other nationalists lie would have marched, not into Tehran, hut up to the gates, 
where lie would have demanded the presence of representatives of the Shall to 
discuss the elaboration of the constitution. He might have perhaps invited repre¬ 
sentatives from the legations to assist at the meeting. He dwelt at some length cm the 
forbearance which he had exercised in making a detour round Kashan, whereas ho 
could easily have seized that place and disarmed the Persian troops. After some 
further observations of a kindred nature he formulated two requests :— 

“ l. Let the two legations, through their consuls, inform me in writing that I have 
no right to advance a step further, and must now return empty handed, otherwise [ 
shall find myself face to face, not with the Shah, hut with the Russian and British 
Governments. I shall then understand that the independence of Persia has passed into 
their hands, and, armed with this document (the contents of which I must have 
facilities for communicating to my co-nationalists), I shall retire at once with my honour 
uusullied and with a foreign passport for Europe. 

‘ 2. Let me have a wire (not a Persian wire, hut one of which I can be absolutely 
sure) for three or four hours to communicate with Kazvin and Tabreez, to enable me to 
furnish you in detail the demands of the nationalists, otherwise I could not jmssihly 
give my answer in the time limit.” 

We pointed out that the object of our interview was to communicate the message 
already delivered, the terms of which we briefly recapitulated, hut consented to transmit 
his requests for the consideration of the two representatives. 

Note .—The two consuls, if desired, can he ready for interview with the Ministers in 
half-an-hour’s notice. 

G. GRAHAME. 
BOGOIAVLENSKY. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 342. 

Joint Communication made to Siptthdar by British and Russian Leijations, July 4, 1909. 

M. BARONOWSKI and I reached Karcj at 3 p.m. on the 4th July, and were 
immediately received by Sipahdar, to whom wo had telephoned earlier in the day asking 
for an interview. 

M. Baronowski informed Sipahdar that wo had been sent to him by the represen¬ 
tatives of the two Powers at Tehran with a message which was the outcome of 
discussions which had taken place at London and St. Petersburg!!. 1 added that 
Messrs. Churchill and Komunowski were on their way to Sardar Assad with a similar 
message. Sipahdar said that he lmd just heard from Sirdur Assad who was at Hobart 
Kerim. M. Baronowski then read in Persian the translation of the instructions which 
we had received Sipahdar listened attentively, and when M. Baronowski had finished, 
said lie would like to read them through himself. M. Baronowski handed him the 
paper, which we left with him. Having read the instructions, Sipahdar proceeded to 
complain of the general unreliability of the Shah ; that His Majesty made promises, 
hut there was great delay amounting to non-fulfilment in carrying them out; that he 
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kept round him certain traitors, mischief makers and mollahs, and preferred the advice 
of five or six of these persons to the wishes of the rest of the people of Persia ; that no 
confidence could be placed in the Shah or his Ministers ; that the latter did not even 
reply to telegrams—he had sent at least ten to which no reply had been given; 
that some of the Ministers were traitors (he mentioned no names), and that the 
Ministers had refused to recognised the Tehran Nationalist Committee (this referred to 
the committee to which Saud-ed-1 )owleh at first extended official recognition, which he, 
however, soon withdrew). Sipahdar then expressed a wish to consult the other 
nationalists leaders with his force, and withdrew for tins purpose. 

On his return an hour or an hour and a-half later he began by saying that the 
nationalists were very grateful to the two great Powers, the two leading Powers 
of the world, for their efforts to bring about a satisfactory settlement of affairs. He 
then enquired whether the Shah knew of our being sent to him with a message. I 
replied that I could not say for certain hut I lx?licved that His Majesty did not know of 
it. Sir George Barclay had received his instructions to send the message on Saturday 
afternoon and had, after consulting M. Subline, sent for me and given me my instruc¬ 
tions at 7 p.m. M. Baronow.ski said lie also did not think the Shah knew of our coming. 
Sipahdar then asked what was meant by the words “ to restore order” in the message. 
The movements of his troops were and would continue to he orderly. He said Hie 
nationalists’ forces had come to obtain certain objects, these they had not yet obtained. 
He u»d Sirdar Assad would give the two legations an undertaking for the correct 
behaviour of themselves and their troops if the two legations would arrange that he and 
Sirdar Assad, each with 150 men, should he permitted to come to Tehran, or to a garden 
near it, whence, in consultation with the provinces, they could arrange for the firm 
establishment! of the Constitution, 1 asked what he meant by “ establishment of the 
constitution.” He replied that there were certain things the nationalists wanted done. 
I replied that il he would tell us what the nationalists wanted the two legations would, 
if the nature of the demands allowed of their doing so, bring them to the notice of the 
Shah and endeavour to obtain His Majesty’s acceptance of them, in which case their 
execution would he guaranteed by the two legations. Sipahdar stated what some of the 
nationalist demands were and we requested him to give them to us in writing. He 
again complained of the Shah, that ever since the constitution was first granted he had 
continually tried to destroy it, and he referred to the events of last year. I said the 
matters he complaints! of belonged to the past and wore best treated as by-gones, that 
quite recently the Shall had accepted the friendly advice of the two Powers, had carried 
out most points of the programme which he had accepted and was carrying out the rest; 
the elect'-ral law was ready for promulgation and everything was going well for the 
eleciions arid the convocation of the National Assembly. M. Baronowski pointed out 
that the National Assembly was the really important thing, when they had got that the 
nationalists could change all tin* Ministers if they wished. Sipahdar only repeated his 
statements that the nationalists hud not yet got what they wanted. He then withdrew 
to have the demands written out. 

An hour later Sipahdar returned with n paper containing eight demands. To 
prevent any chance of n misunderstanding we requested him to read the demands to us. 

I his lie did, and l enquired who were the persons whose deportation was one of the 
demands. He referred to a list he held in his hand, and read us the following six 
names: Amir Bahadur Jang, Sheikh Fuzlullah, Mufukhur-ul-Mulk, Muktidar-i-Nazam, 
Sani Ilazrut, and Mullah Muhammad, Ainoli. 

\\ e said wo would convey the demands to the two legations, and a reply would he 
sent to Sipahdar stating whether or not the legations saw their way to asking the Shah 
to accept them. Sipahdar asked for an early reply. We pointed out that perhaps 
some discussion would Ik? necessary, and suggested that he should wait three days for a 
reply. He said that every day cost the nationalists a considerable sum for the 
j) t \ incut of t heir forces, and he could not wait for a reply after midday on Tuesday, the 
Oth July. 1 .i this we agreed. He tusked if we would give an undertaking that no 
military movement would lie made against him during this period. We replied that we 
could not give such an undertaking, hut that were he attacked he would, of course, be 
free to light. We then withdrew. 

Itoiii the time when we met the first nationalist outpost our reception throughout 
was entirely respectful, and in our progress through the camp every soldier we met 
saluted us. 1 saw no signs of despondency resulting from the morning’s defeat; the 
few men we questioned maintained that it was an unauthorised outpost affair and of no 
consequence. 

\\ hen passing Shah a had on our return journey to Tehran we informed Captain 


Peribinoseff, who was in command of the Persian Cossacks there, of Sipahdar’s 
intention to abstain from military action until midday on Tuesday, the Gth July, 
adding that we could not, of course, guarantee Sipahdar’s keeping to his intention. 

C. B. STOKES, Major , 

Military AttacheTehran. 


Inelosuro 3 in No. 342. 

Demands of the Nationalists. 

SIPAHDAR et Sardar Assad, chacun avec 150 moudjahids armds, avec des 
garanties suffisantes, vinrent it Tdhdran pour discuter les points suivants. Aprfcs dtre 
sftrs que les demandes seront exdcutdes, les moudjahids revieudront. it leurs foyers. 

2. La sortie des anodes des voisins du territoire persan. 

3. Les endjoumens des vilayets et des ayalets choisissent les Ministres jusqu’it 
fouverture du Purlement; puis on ugira d’aprds la loi. 

•1. Expulsion des nersonnes traltres et mnlvues du people. 

5. D&mrmeraent. des personnes qui n’ont pas jusqu’it present appartenues it l’armde 
et qui out recu rdeemment les armes. 

t 6. Le Ministre de la Guerre responsable est plein maltre do toufces les forces armdes 
de l’Etat et des arsenaux. 

7. L Administration des Posies et Teldgraphes doit dtie retirde de Muhbir-ed- 
Dowleh. 

8. La nomination de gouverueurs constitutionnels doit recevoir l’approbation des 
endjoumens de cette province. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 342. 

Memorandum on Joint Representations made In/ Mr. Churchill and M. Romanowsky an 
July 3, 1909. 

M. ROMANOWSKY and I left Gulahek at 1*30 a.m. yesterday, escorted by two 
liussian Cossacks and two Indian Sowars, as well as a Gholam of each legation. 

We arrived at Hussannhud, on the Tehran—Kami road, 30 miles from Tehran, shortly 
after 7 a m., where wo found Amir Mufakhaii, the Bakhtiari royalist chief and a Persian 
Cossack officer with a force of some 200 men. Amir Mufukhan, on whom we called, 
saif! lie was just.about to meet Sirdar Assad at. a place half-way between ITassanabad 
and Hobart Kerim, about 10 miles west of the Tehran- Kum road, where tin? Sirdar was 
then encamped, to discuss matters amicably. Each party was to go to the rendezvous 
"*tb 0, dy five men. lie readily agreed to us joining him, and supplied riding homes for 
us and our escort. 

When Sirdar Assad arrived we saw him alone, and I read to him the message from 
the British and Russian representatives, which we bad been charged to deliver to him. 
He listened to me patiently to the end, and then spoke as follows 

I am informed that the granting of the constitution by the Shah is not genuine ; 
that there is no intention of sincerely carrying out the promises which have been made. 
W hat guarantee is there that the Shah will carry into effect the promises which lie has 
u*'w made? J said that we had been authorised to say, if ho raised this question, that 
the two legations were prepared to obtain such guarantees for him. He replied that 
foreign guarantees were exactly what they objected to. They did not want foreign 
guarantees in any shape or form. I hastened to assure him that no such guarantees 
''ere contemplated, but that we were prepared to obtain guarantees from the Shah, 
i Ha, d would Ik? quite a different matter md would satisfv them, but he turned 
the subject and seemed to have no desire t<> discuss the matter,‘but repeated that he 
'v;ls convinced from reiorts lie had received from all the provinces that the people were 
distrustful of the Shah’s sincerity, that he knew there would 1 m? no elections for the 
Assembly. I said we thought the military measures taken by him and by Sipahdar 
w> re responsible for this feeling of unrest, ami that he appeared to he entirely under a 
misapprehension iia to what had been done at Tehran. We could assure him that the 
work done by Saad-ed-Dowleh’s Government and the Electoral Law (Committee was 
v «ry satisfactory, and there had been every prospect, until he and Sipahdar moved on 



192 


Tehran, of a satisfactory re-cstablishment of the constitution. He retorted that no 
confidence could 1* felt so long as certain mischief-makers were allowed to remain at the 
ghah’s side. Did I deny that at this moment Amir Bahadur was in supreme command 
of the army ? I said that one of the recommendations of the recent Anglo-Russian 
programme of advice to the Shah was that Amir Bahadur should be deprived ot ofttce. 
This and the other recommendations had been followed by the Shah. I myself had 
been instructed to ask Saad-ed-Dowleh, who was genuinely working in the interests of 
the country, whether Amir Bahadur’s presence was an obstacle in the way of a settle- 
menfc. He hud replied that he was no longer influential, that his power no longer 
existed, but that if there was the slightest sign of activity on his part, he would not 
fail immediately to say so. Under the.se circumstances there was no reason why we 
should insist on his removal as he now only commanded the Silakhoris attached to the 
Shah, and had no influence whatever. 

Sirdar Assad then said that he had not come with the intention of fighting, but 
only to see that the constitution was re-established. If there was any fighting it would 
not be his fault. 11 is messages to the Shah remained unanswered, and there was a 
ring round the Shah of persons who prevented the truth from reaching His Majesty. 
He had come so close to Tehran in order to be able to make his demands direct. Me 
had a very large following, and the tribes of Pars were with him. 

We said we would leave a copy in Persian text of the message we had been sent 
to give him, and would return to Tehran. 

When we took leave of him at 1 P.M., he said, with marked emphasis: “ Au revoir, 
b. Tehran.” 

lie was polite and cordial throughout, and we then withdrew. 

1 G. P. CHURCHILL. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 342. 

Instructions lo Major Stokes and Mr. Churchill. 


YOU will do your Best to meet and communicate with Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar 
and tell them that the only way to avoid foreign intervention is to restore order and to 
give the constitution as now re-established a fair chance. 

You should state to them that they are under a gross misapprehension both as to 
the representations nmdo bv the two friendly Powers on the 22nd April, and as to the 
measures taken by the Shah’s Government to execute their recommendations. You 
should say that the representations took the form of friendly advice to the Shah to 
re-establish the constitution and to take certain measures to that end. These measures 
the Shah has already tor the most part executed. A nationalist committee has, without 
interference from the Government, elaborated a most lilieral electoral law which has been 
signed by the Shah. No obstruction whatever has been offered by those Ministers, 
who are accused of absolutism, to the carrying out of the measures recommended. 

Those who desire the welfare of Persia should now wait patiently until the 
Assembly meets. Armed demonstrations of the kind undertaken by Sirdar Assad 
and Sipahdar savour of rebellion, and whatever may be their avowed intention they 
have served to complicate a situation which ollered hope of the tranquil re-establishment 
of Parliamentary Government. 

If Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar ask for guarantees, they should state what 
guarantees they demand and we will do our best to obtain them. 

J G. BARCLAY. 

July 5, 11)09. 


Sir G. Harclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 135.) 

Gulahek, July 12, UK)!). 

1 HAVE the honour t" report, that the incidents recorded in Sir 1\ Bertie’s 
despatch No. UhS of the 21st .May, a copy of which was enclosed in your despatch 
No. 70 of the 3rd ultimo, were brought to my notice by His Majesty’s consul-general 
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at Ispahan, to whom Snltan Mahmoud Mirza, a son of the Zil-es-Sultan, applied for 
the protection of his father’s property. 

I obtained from the Minister for Foreign Affairs repeated orders to the Bakhtiari 
khans to induce the tribes to desist from their depredations, but I do not feel that I 
can take any further action in His Imperial Highness’s interests, especially as Sultan 
Mahmoud Mirza did not accept an offer of help which was made to him by Mr. Grahamo 
and the Russian consul-general. 

Our guarantees given to the Zil should not, I consider, be regarded as covering 
indiscriminate plundering by tribes, but are intended only to hold good in tho case of 
deliberate spoliation by the Shah or his Government. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[28904] No. 344. 

CS 137 ) ^ B(ircla y 10 Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

® T ATrp . Gulahek, July 16, 3909. 

. 1 HAY E the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 

in Persia during the past four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 344. 
No. 7.— Monthly Summary. 


Tehran. 

ALL important events of the past month have been reported by telegraph. Press 
of work due to the events of the last few days has prevented the preparation of a 
detailed account of the events of the month. 


Tabrecz. 

1. On the 19th June a detachment of Russian troops consisting of a howitzer 
>attery and two companies of infantry left for Russia. On tho 20th June the remain¬ 
ing Russian troops moved camp from near the Aji River to the Shah’s garden. On the 
-8th June the Russian general was ordered to suspend the withdrawal of Russian 
troops. 1 lie town lias remained quiet, and there have been no further incidents. 
Sattar Khan and Baghor Khan are still in the Turkish consulate-general, hut are to 
leave Persia shortly with the Turkish consul-general, who is being replaced by Itemzi 
Bey, formerly charge d’affaires at Tehran, the Russian Government giving guarantees 
that they will in no way molest them. They are to remain abroad until order is 
restored in Persia. On the 7th July a force of 150 Russian Cossacks was dispatched 
to Basminch, as some Shahsavans, who were apparently lighting Rahim Khan’s men in 
Karadagh, had appeared near that place. This force returned to Tubroez a few days 
later, leaving a post of observation of sixty men at Basminch. 

2. I he acting governor, Ijlal-ul-Mulk, has repeatedly expressed the wish to resign, 
hut until the governor-general arrives his resignation cannot be accepted. Thegovernor- 
genorul, Ala-ud-Dowloh, arrived at Tehran from Europe early in July, and has so far 
made no sign of leaving for Tabreez. 

5th July Mr. Smart took over tho duties of acting consul-general from 
Mr. \Y ratislaw, who left for Europe on leave. 


Resht. 

1. On the 28th June reinforcements left Resht for the nationalist force at Kazviu. 
-• Gn the 8th July Russian troops landed at Euzeli and left on the 10th July for 
Ka/.vin. I ho force known to be coming is 500 Cossacks, 4 gnus, and 1,000 infantry, 
jut it is not known at this legation how much of this force landed on the 8th July. 
[IMS] 3D 
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From that date the bazaars have remained closed, and on the 10th July a boycott of 
Russian tea and sugar was begun. 

3. In spite of the movements of nationalist troops against Tehran traffic on the 
Resht-Tehran road lias not in any way been interrupted, and the posts have gone 
through regularly and without delay. 


Meshed. 

1. On the outbreak of disorders at the end of May the Russian consuls-general 
sent strong messages to the local assembly through the leading priests and followed 
these up with a somewhat less strong letter. The bazaars were shut in protest, 
and the Karguzar was attacked. Strong telegrams were sent to Tehran to the effect 
that as Prince Dabija was insisting on Rukn-ud-Dowleh, Meshed would not accept him. 
To put an end to the existing anarchy Major Sykes informally persuaded the assembly 
to send a second telegram saying that they wouldjaccept Uukn-ud-Dowleh. Prince Dabija 
was much pleased at the coming of the latter, and suggested that, if necessary, a mixed 
Anglo-Russian force should be sent to escort him in from Nishapur. It appears that the 
murder of the shrine official (see last summary) was an indirect attack on Prince Dabija. 
In this connection, a paper was pinned to his corpse to the effect that this was his reward 
from the people for his friendship with tin* Russian consul-general. The attack on 
the Karguzar was also prompted by similar motives. On the 7th June this series of 
outrages culminated in the murder of the Beglcr Begi, who was forced on the town 
by Prince Dabija last autumn after his dismissal by Kukn-ud-Dowleh in the interests of 
peace. When his property was looted, a number of letters from Prince Dabija were 
found, proving that he was very much his servant, and this fanned the flame against the 
Russians. The Beglcr Begi, who showed fight, shot one of his assassins, who was subse¬ 
quently given a royal funeral, the assembly attending to a man. A Persian friend of 
Major Sykes's told him that there was every chance of an attempt being made on Prince 
Dahija's life by his own subjects, whose hate was that of madmen. Everyone of position 
fled either to the ark or to distant villages or was blackmailed. A list of alxmt 
twenty people was drawn up and attempts were made to kill them. Among 
them are Aristu Khan, the Russian uttachd, the Muavin-ut-Tujjar and others. 
In short, a reign of terror prevailed. On two occasions, the 6th and 8th June, 
the dofences of the British consulate were manned owing to the amount of promiscuous 
firingWhich went on. It appears that a hostile demonstration agninst the Russian 
consulate was intended. On the 8th June Major Sykes visited his colleague, who was 
practically blockaded. Neither Prince Dabija nor the members of his staff dared to 
leave the ark quarter, and the former received repeated warnings to be on his guard. 
As the arrival of the Rukn-ud-Douloh was likely to be much delayed and would only 
excite the anarchists more, the two consul-generals telegraphed the state of affairs to 
their legations. Prince Dublin asked for reinforcements and, as the state of affairs was 
intolerable and there seemed little hope of improvement, unless the robbers quarrelled 
over the rich spoils, Major Sykes agreed that some such action was called for. It is to be 
noted that these very serious disturbances were originated by Russian subjects whose 
gangs Imd been arriving week after week ; hut yet Prince Dabija made no attempt to 
stop them on the way. The disortlers'oontinued, and when on the 16th June, Rukn-ud- 
Douleh arrived lie found himself helpless, the city and telegraph office being still in the 
hands of the enemy. Major Sykes visited him and found him scared, while his first 
question to Prince Dabija was alxmt the Russian reinforcements; the news that a second 
sotnia had crossed the frontier greatly pleased him He appeared to lx*, trying to 
frighten the Assembly with threats of Russian intervention, but with little success. 
Major Sykes reports that during June two parties of revolutionaries, each of fifty or 
sixty men, from Tahreez reached Meshed. The Russians were said to have detained 
twelve parties at Tillis. The Assembly continued to raise volunteers and debated 
whether in the case of a Russian Ixunliarament the German or the Belgian llag should he 
hoisted. On or about the 18th June Prince Dabija, without consulting Major Sykes, 
wrote to the governor-general demands to the following effect:— 

1. The evacuation by “ volunteers ” of the telegraph office and the surrender of 
their arms. 

2. The arrest of the murderers of the late shrine official and of the Begler Begi: 
(neither of these were Russian subjects). 

The letter ended up bv promising the governor-general the help of both consulates. 
It was sent, to the Assembly on the 19th June and was torn up, both the governor- 
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general and Prince Dabija being roundly abused. The governor-general kept no copy 
ot the letter, but the tenor of it was told tcJ the attache by several witnesses, and tne 
governor-general vouched for the above being generally accurate. A body of ruffians 
had some weeks previously taken up their abode in tne ark, which they made their 
head-quarters for raids into the town. Major Sykes pointed out the danger of this to 
Prince Dabija, and pressed the governor-general for the expulsion of these ruffians. 
The soldiers, however, objected to this, and Prince Dabija, though only verbally, pressed 
very strongly that they should he kept As a result, the raiding continued. On the 
23rd June, the reactionary Sorab quarter, under the Shuja-ut-Taulia, who is believed to 
have been inspired by the governor-general, attacked some “volunteers," and a 
skirmish followed. This led to general looting in the ark (juarter, and to some desultory 
firing. On the 24th June there was a great deal of firing. In the evening Prineo 
Dabija sent a patrol to the Russian bank with supplies for the post maintained there. 
As passage was refused, a Maxim was sent for, and opened fire. There were no 
casualties, but the way was promptly opened. Looting and burning increased, and 
Major Sykes received an appeal from the Assembly whom he advised to come to terms 
with the governor-general. On the 25th June a telegram was received from the 
Constitutionalists at Tehran advising the Assembly to aft Old giving chances of complaint. 
Ibis produced a good effect and negotiations were opened ana disarmament by the 
Assembly, in return for the expulsion of the leaders of the ruffians, was agreed upon. 

I he latter meanwhile attacked the telegraph office, but were repulsed with the loss of 
two men killed. On the 26th June, the governor-general took refuge under joint Anglo- 
Russian protection. On the 3rd July the governor-general, Prince Dabija, and two 
leading members of the Assembly met at the British consulate. A disarmament was 
agreed to, and a reconciliation was effected, and the governor-general resumed office on 
the Assembly ratifying the arrangement; since when Meshed lias remained quiet. 
Major Sykes telegraphed on the 10th July that the Assembly and the governor-general 
were co-operat ing successfully fi>r peace. The Assembly guard of twenty men was alone 
armed, and confidence was restored. There was no need for increasing the Russian 
force, the second sotnia of which reached Meshed on the 23rd June. 


Turbat-i-Haiduri. 

On the 24th May four Russian Cossacks, who arrived from Karez a few days before, 
returned to that place They travelled by Khaf. On the 30th May six Russian 
Cossacks arrived from Karez <•/» route for Kerman. On the 4th June four arrived from 
Karez for Bunder Abbas and three from Seistan for .Meshed. 


Seistan. 

1. Regarding the two Russian Cossacks (see last summary) who were said to have 
Ixitm robbed by Afghans, it appears that they were at first deprived of their rifles, &c. 
Subsequently the leader ,pf the caravan restored everything and allowed them to proceed 
unmolested. 

2. M. Bravine, before leaving, informed His Majesty’s vice-consul that the new 
Russian consul is leaving Russia shortly for Birjand where he will remain during the 
summer and t hat JJr. Otto was not to have consular rank. 

3. Colonel von der Pinas was Kick in Seistan by the end of May. He talked freely 
to His Majesty’s vice-consul of his journey in the presence of M. Bravine and did not 
seem to regard it as the escapade it was said to have been. 

i. During May 2,860 cases were treated and twenty six operations performed in the 
consular hospital. 

5. Hissam-ud-Douleh summoned the principal people of Birjand to meet him on 
the May 21st and the Shah’s proclamation was read and the members of the late local 
assembly were informed that, pending reorganisation, they would Ixi considered to 
represent the local assembly. The Meshed assembly subsequently declined to order 
fresh elections so the former members retain their seats. The Meshed assembly him 
informed Hissam-ud-Douleh that ho will he held responsible for all revenues collected by 
him. This is said to have caused him some uneasiness. 

G. On return from short leave Major Kennion entered his consular district on the 
14th June. He arrived at Birjand on the 5th May. 
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Ispahan. 

The movements of the Bakhtiari forces have been reported in telegrams and 
despatches. The town has, generally speaking, remained quiet, though in some cases 
the triljesmen have been guilty of offences against order. 


Sultunabad. 

Writing on the 1st July His Majesty’s acting vice-consul stated that in the 
province of Iraq lawlessness was rapidly increasing and robberies were reported daily. 
The Lurs had driven oft' the cattle of many villages and several villages had been 
pillaged. The peasants dared not leave their homes, the roads were unsafe and 
communication would soon he at a standstill. As soon as the Bakhtiaris reached Kum 
a local assembly was started hero. Its members had repeatedly asked the governor to 
give them an account of the revenue and then leave the place. The greater part of the 
assembly was composed of fanatical and troublesome people. The chief priest had 
invited the Bakhtiari to Sultanabad. 


Yezd . 

Numerous robberies are reported on the various roads leading to Yezd. The 
Kerman road is frequented by bands of Arab tribesmen, numbering in two instances 
130 and 200 men, who pillage caravans. A large number of camels have been carried 
oft’, and attempts to ransom the animals have only resulted in the ransom offered being 
seized as well as the animals. In one case yarn to the value of 1,500/. has been taken 
by robbers. One Khusru Khan, who some time ago attempted to raid Yezd from the 
direction of Taft, is said to be planning a raid, but has not been encouraged bv the 
Taftis. The escort of the Governor of Nain recently deserted and left for Tehran, 
robbing the villages they passed through. The Parsee reported stabbed in the last 
summary is recovering. The robberies and extortion to which the Parsees are exposed 
continue, and their appeals to the local authorities are without result. 

Kerman. 

Nizam-es-Sultaneh has uot yet left Tehran to take up the governorship of Kerman. 
Bashir-i-Khakan was appointed deputy governor early in June, and has done what 
little he can to carry on the administration; but as there is no revenue coming in, no 
salaries can lie paid. The soldiers on duty at the consulates and at the houses of 
Europeans deserted at the end of May. Kerman itself remains quiet because in the 
face of the common danger all the respectable people have sunk their differences and are 
eager to show an united front to lawlessness and plunder. Outside the town, from all 
sides the story is the same; there is robbery with or without murder, according as 
resistance is offered or not. At Bafsinjan the Governor, ltifat-ed-Dowleh, after making 
a spirited and successful attack <>n some Arab robbers, fled leaving the town open to certain 
reprisals. The Baluchis have been raiding in Narmashir, and up to the 10th June 
eighteen persons bad been killed. The fort of Miralxid had lx*en captured. A village 
not many miles west of Kerman, was looted by Arab robbers and three or four villagers 
were killed. The Afshor tribe is split into factions, but His Majesty’s consul anticipates 
that they may combine to raid Kerman. A telegram from His Majesty’s consul received 
at Tehran on the 11th July*, stated that news hud been received that the Baluchi tribe 
intended moving shortly on Bam and Kerman. The news was telegraphed to Kerman 
from Dehotmeh, to which it had been brought by the headman of a Baluchi village. 
This man stated that the unrest in Baluchistan was due to the intrigues of the Russian 
consul in Seistan, and he said he could produce the original of a letter to the Baluch’ 
chiefs offering them money, aud inviting them to make au agreement with him. 

Kermanshah. 

1. Xahir-cd-Dowleh arrived on the 13th June and assumed the governorship. 

2. Captain Haworth handed over charge of the consulate! to Captain Crossle, I.M.S., 
on the 23rd June, and left the next day for Europe vift Uesht. 

3. A telegram was received in the town about the 20th June from the local assembly 
at llanuulan forwarding copy of a telegram received by them from Tabreez. The 
purport of the telegram was that the Hussiaus had entered Tabreez, and intended 
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taking the whole of North-Western Persia. The Tabreezis, being hard pressed, asked 
the Hamadanis to help them. The Hamadanis replied that they sympathised with 
them, and were ready to give them any help that might be necessary. In turn the 
Hamadanis asked the people of Kermanshah to help in the generaf cause. On the 
receipt of this telegram the local assembly was summoned, and representatives of all 
classes collected to discuss what ought to be done. It was decided to inform the 

surrounding tribes that it was their duty" to march to the assistance of Tabreez. On 

hearing this, Captain Howarth and M. Nicolsky, acting in concert, telegraphed for 
instructions to Tehran, and. in the meanwhile, sent their Persian clerks to the governor, 
unofficially, to inform him that it was untrue that the Russians were taking North- 
West Persia, and that the two Powers bad agreed to recognise the integrity of Persia. 
The Persian clerks were also sent to the leading priests to advise them in the same 
sense. The priests said that they accepted the assurances of the consulates that the 
news was untrue, and would give the people the messages sent by the two consuls. As 
a result the town quieted down. There is a good deal of local feeling against the 

Russians owing to the prolonged occupation of Tabreez. Several people have openly 

stated that they have no faith in the Russians, but trust the English, owing to the way 
they left Bushire alter the troubles there had ceased. The supposed Russiau danger 
bus caused the nationalist and royalist parties to sink their differences and combine. 


Shiraz, 

1. The early part of June was marked by a violent development of the quarrel 
between the Qawami brothers and the governor-general. With this in view the quarrel 
between Ata-ed-Douleh and the Qawami was composed, and tho demand for the former’s 
resignation was dropped. Nasr-ed-Douleh arrived on the 31st Mav. He claimed to 
have been ambushed by a strong force of Kashgnis some miles from Shiraz, and to have 
driven them oft'with heavy loss. On the 25th June, the Qawam informed Mr. Bill that 
if Zil-es-Sultan were appointed governor-general of Pars, he and his brother would 
gladly leave for Europe immediately His Highness arrived. On the 29th June, Mr. Bill 
reported that Nasr-ed-Douleh had l>een appointed Russian consular agent at Shiraz. 
Hie appointment is likely, as die result of the exchange of telegrams between His 
Majesty 8 Government and the Russian Government, to be cancelled. On the 30th June, 
the Qawam informed Mr. Bill that he strongly disapproved of his brother's action, that 
ho would like his own son to be made British consular agent, aud that he would in no 
circumstances abandon British friendship; his request was refused. Early in July 
the situation became threatening owing to the governor-general inviting Soulat-ed- 
Douleh and the Lari Seyyid to Shiraz to help him against the Qawainis, In the 
opinion of both consuls the immediate dismissal of the governor general was necessary to 
preserve order. The difficulty was to find a suitable successor. Finally, His Majesty's 
Minister and the Russian charged d'affaires arranged for the announcement of the 
appointment of Zil-es-Sultan as governor-general, although his Highness is still in 
Europe. This announcement has had a calming effect, and it is believed that a 
dangerous situation has thus been averted. Should the situation again become 
dangerous, part ot the Bushire residency guard of Indian infantry, with a naval Maxim 
gun section, may lie sent to reinforce the consulate guard. 

Persian Gulf. 

Bushire, 

1. On the 4th July Ilis Majesty’s consul-general reported that he was informed 
that orders for the boycott of all Russian goods at all trade centres had been issued 
for Najaf. Further, that tho chief ptiests at Najaf were believed to he organising 
a bond fide nationalist movement in the Persian Gulf and the south of Pei'sia, the 
leading features of which were tlm boycott of Russian goods and the recognition of 
British claims on the customs. On the 5th July Major Cox received a letter from 
the local assembly, in which that body announced its intention, in view of untoward 
incidents occurring elsewhere, of assuming control of the administration, including 
the customs, the receipts of winch would he deposited in the Imperial Bank of Persia 
in the name of the nation. The assembly undertook to recognise His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment’s claim on tho customs on the production of documents, ami to pay such interest 
and principal as were due from Bushire and Bunder Abbas customs receipts. It also 
undertook that all obligations to the British, such as honourable treatment of consular 
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officials and protection of British subjects would be scrupulously observed. In conclusion, 
tho assembly asked for the co-operation of the British authorities in the preservation of 
the rights of the Persian nation, and particularly concurrence in the above arrange¬ 
ment. It appeared that the assembly’s action was the result of orders from Najaf and 
Tabreez. Darya Begi called on Major Cox and informed him confidentially that an 
absolute boycott of Russian goods and subjects was intended, but he had dissuaded 
the assembly from mentioning it in their letter. Tho main object was to prevent the 
Shah getting the customs receipts. In reply to a request for his views, Major Cox said 
be would have to communicate with His Majesty’s Minister before giving an official 
reply. His personal view was that the intended action of the Assembly was precipitate 
and uncalled for, and likely to bring about the very state of things everyone wished to 
avoid. There was no reactionary element in the Gulf ports, so the Assembly could well 
afford to wait and see what happened at Tehran. Major Cox sent the Assembly 
a verbal reply to this effect. Major Cox’s language to the assembly was approved 
by His Majesty’s Government, and he was instructed to add, if occasion offered, that 
the advance on Tehran of tho Bakhtiaris and the Kazviu revolutionaries at the moment 
when tho constitution was re-established bad brought about the present crisis. On 
the 7th .luly Major Cox reported that it was believed that a telegram on behalf of 
the Assembly hau been sent tho previous evening to Tehran for communication to the 
Cabinet, to the effect that the. people of the Gulf ports would assume control of the 
administration as an independent people, no longer recognising the central Government, 
if a single itussian soldier remained on l’ersiun soil. 

HunUer Abbas. 

1. The state of unrest recently prevailing here seems to have subsided during May, 
owing to Seyyid Abdul Hussain Lari's attention being occupied elsewhere. The seyyid 
had ceased to threaten the town, and confined himself to sending orders to his agents 
at Bunder Abbas to buy arms and ammunition for him, to be sent to Bar. The 
governor-general of the Gulf ports having announced his intention to send 200 soldiers 
to protect the town against the seyyid, the deputy governor replied that they were not 
required. 

2. A German, by name Roovor, arrived from Lingah on the lltli May, and was 
living with M. Arutoon, an Armenian. 

Lingah. 

1. Seyyid Abdul Hussain Lari being occupied in resisting Nasr-ed-Douleh in Lar, 
his men were withdrawn from the vicinity of Lingah, where tranquillity prevailed 
during May. The deputy governor, considering the presence of a Lari, Haji Ali, 
detrimental to the public peace, expelled him from the town. 

Moliummerah. 

1. Karlv in May Mr. Curstcin, agent for Messrs. Wbnckhaus, took rooms 
temporarily over the store leased by the Customs and belonging to Moin-ut-Tujjar. 
At tho end of the month Messrs. Wbnckhaus had begun to build an upper story to the 
room in one corner of tho yard hired by them, but work was stopped by order of the 
sheikh or his representative. 

2. Mr. Smith, of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, arrived by land from 
Nasiri on tho 18th May, having completed the survey of the telegraph line to 
Moliummerah. lie left for Bushiro on the 20th Mav. 

2. His Highness Seif-cd-Douleli left Mnhuinmcrah for Ispahan on the 2 1 j 1 1 1 May. 
He left the sheikh in charge of the province, and the latter proposes sending his 
nephew llanzal, now in charge of Nasiri, to Di/.ful to govern, and Abd Seyyid to 
Shustar. 

4. The Indian surveyors under Lieutenant Wilson have completed the survey of 
the upper part of Ahbadun Island and of Mohanmierah to the Turkish frontier. They 
were at tho end of May storting on the southern part of Abhadan to the sea. 

C. B. STOKES, Major, 

Militarg Attache. 
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[28907] No. 345. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 140.) J 

Sir, Gulabek, July 16,1909. 

I IIAV E the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting memorandum by 
Major Stokes in regard to recent movements of the Bakhtiari ldiaus and their attitude 
towards the constitution. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 345. 

Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the Bakhtiaris and the Constitution , 

J ay-July 1909. 

May 5.—Dissensions broke out among the khans, and Samsam-es-Sultaneh was 
reported to be endeavouring to seize all positions of vantage along the Ahwaz-Ispahan 
road, and hostilities in the Bakhtiari country seemed possible. The chief factor was 
the^ defection of Sirdar-i-Muhtasknm from the nationalist cause. The khans were 
divided as follows:— 

Nationalist. Royalist. 

Samsam-es-Sultaneh. Am ir-i-Mufnkhnm. 

Sirdar-i-Assad. Sirdar-i-Muhtasham. 

Salar-i-Hishmat. Sirdur-i-Ashraf. 

Sirdar-i-Zaffar. Salar-i-J ting. 

Zargham-es-Sultaneh. Shahab-es-Sultaueh. 

Shuja-es-Sultau. 

May (i.—Sirdar-i-Assad arrived at Ispahan. 

May 7.—Sirdar-i-Assad asked His Majesty's consul-general what would bo tho 
attitude of His Majesty’s Government towards the Bakhtiari khans if, in spite of the 
Shah’s concessions, they advanced on Tehran. 

May S. Sirdar-i-Assad complained bitterly to Mr. Grahame of Sirdnr-i-Muhtasham’s 
defection, a piece of perfidy unequalled in the annals of the tribe. He spoke in strong 
terms of the way in which tho Russians had supported, ami continued to support, the 
Shah's cause, averring that detailed news of Bakhtiari movements telegraphed by tho 
Russian consul-general were daily reported to tho Shah. He dwelt on the absolute 
faithlessness and bestiality of tho Shah, who, he asserted, had declared that lie would 
sooner see Borsia in the hands of the Russians than in those of the constitutionalists. 
He enquired eagerly if there was any truth in the report of a loan of 100,0001. to tho 
Shah by the British and Russian Governments when the constitution had been granted. 
If that meant as soon as the Shah had signed a piece of paper and before the national 
assembly was actually assembled, it would be equivalent to providing the Shah with 
arms to crush the constitution. Bad though the Shah was, and execrated by fully 
two-thirds or his subjects, he (Sirdar-i Assad) was one of those who held that His 
Majesty’s maintenance in power was preferable to the situation which would in all 
probability be created by his removal. 

Sirdar-i-Assad called on the Russian consul-general on the same day. 

On the same day, in reply to representations made by Mr. Grahame, Samsam-ea- 
Sultaneh wrote that he had no reason to bolieve hostilities among the Bakhtiaris 
possible. He and his party would not begin them; if others did, he declined 
responsibility. 

Sirdar-i-Assad, on another occasion, said that be could not draw back ; be intended 
to cripple the Shah utterly, and only fear of Russian intervention would prevent his 
dethroning him. Kerltela was encouraging him, and urged that no foreign assurances 
for the security of the national assembly should be accepted. 

May 21.—Sirdar-i-Assad warned Mr. Grahame that a settlement of the differences 
between the Shah and the nationalists might be only tho prelude to hostilities between 
the khans. He explained that for many years past ho and his brothers, whose faction 
was much more numerous and powerful than that of their cousins, the sons of Imam 
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Kuli Khan, had kept down the number of their followers so as to effect a balance of 
power liecent events had caused a number of llakhtiaris to abandon their allegiance 
to the Imam hull branch and join the Husain Kuli party. These men neither could 
nor would return to their former allegiance. Besides this, there was the question of 
'i l, . ra “ c * 1 ' riargham-es-Sultaneh and family, which most unfairly Amir-i- 
Mufakham anil his brothers sought to oust from all share in tribal matters. 

hamsam said that he hoped matters might still be arranged among the khans. 

‘ .Murteza Kuli Khan with 100 horsemen arrived at Ispahan from the 

Ilakhtian country He was reproved by his father, Samsam, as the Bakhtiari forces 
were being reduced. 

.1 lay 30.- The Ispahan local assembly requested the khans to recall their forces 
probably owing to the false report that the Shah’s force at Kashan was coining to 
Ispahan. 1 wo hundred Bakhtiari horsemen wore recalled to Ispahan. 

nni t) a? *? ‘I 10 nationalist committed at Tehran pointing 

out that the llakhtiaris had disbanded the major part of their forces, handed ovor 
the telegraph oflico, accepted the deputy governor, &c., and demanding to be informed 
before the evening of the 1st Juno : Why was the Shah’s force slill at Kashan? Whv 
WM lehrun under martial law? Why were the Russians still in Tabreez? Whv 
c a '\ "j n 001 ? 1 ? detayart? To this telegram a sarcastic reply was received from 
aaiKl-ed-ltowlcli on the 2nd Juno expressing surprise that out of 200,000 people in 
Ispahan not one had the sense to perceive that things could not be hurried on at this 
ci isis, ami Stating that any constitutional Government in Europe would declare martial 
aw under similar conditions. The khans deduced from the Saad-ed-Do” 
signature that the nationalist committee at Tehran had resigned. 

Straggle'S Is', alum Ma ' V “'" 1 ; 5t '' ’ Iu “ e 200 to 300°of Amir-i-Mufakham’s men 

Ju ” e 5.—Amir-i-Murakliiun disbanded 200 Bnkhtiaris at Kashan. They started 
for Ispahan ho for lohran. At this date there were 1,000 Ilaklitiaris at Ispahan 

IR.OtXUomans^to the*Bakiithlri kha^^^j^ 1 <>f Moh ™'' h “ d 

Tehrmorori;. 1 ' 0 ^ , n ® 0,nb, >’ <lf telegraphed to the diplomatic corps at 

i' ’>" l' r 'ttstmg agamst any agreement being made by Persia with the Powers while 

• mThidtrr. T S,Ui " 8 - , T ; ,is . mlS due to » trem Tabreez that 
I in it in l! r the 1 sun !■ '•"'“T n " , ' rol , of ‘he country ; the internal administration 
il , 1 I e "" ] a '“ d Ru , ssia : th « Shah’s authority to be 

cons,■nt ' “ owei-s; no concession to he granted by Persia without their 

I„iv,.l7'|- , '7 l "'"-. l r. r l ,filk ^ tiar ‘ hor8el »e“ reached Kum. They were said to 

'r lnt . e " d Amir-i-llufakhnm at Tehran. 

, 11. Sin ai-i-Mulitashiim dismissed fifty of his men from Ardistan 

r t'’-—Sirdar-i-Assad and about 7(H) men left Ispahan for Kum bv the Naizar 

tlic l!)th A K ° f, ° m thC Britlsh Minister «> stop them was sent after him on 

20. Sirdar-i-Assad’s reply was received that he was going to Tehran for 
COIIMMI, innal purposes and his forces wore only to guarantee his personal safety. 

Sirdar-i-Assad uu tell Mm , r ' C0 S?'8°" eral were ordered to overtake 
reii'rled ..ween ' t K. W, p • " S ‘'“nonstrution was very inopportune, that the 
| | \b c . . " een Persia and tho Powers was untrue, and that if he <liB- 

complit'atin-vttors. 100 * ^ h ® W ° uld be cousidored io ^ deliberately intending to 

i. ' , Rndl , ronsuls-geiiend left Ispahan for Kum to see Sirdar-i-Assad 

“ , " 1 . t "' l ' lvi ' moil arrived at Kashan from Tehran. Sirdar-i-Mulitasham and 

tW “' ai 'ispahim '=‘ml'rV.'.nVhlined of^VH-rtV^lme^ 

Li “ actioa at 

.re'!aml stl “Lwdufits <5°" 5 °° 

Tlie ismsiils^eonu retichorl Kum with 7(H) horsemen and on,, mountain gun. 
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June 28.—Sirdar-i-Assad called on Mr. Grahame at Kum and said that Sipahdar 
had telegraphed that he was advancing, and a letter from Samsam said that Sirdar-i- 
Muhtasham had been won over and was sending a contingent. At Tehran a secret 
society had organised a body of 4,000 men, supplied with bombs and arms, to seize the 
town on the approach of the Bnkhtiaris. Members of this organisation would guard 
foreign subjects and legations, as they knew that the Shall had arranged for the murder 
of foreign subjects to bring about Russian intervention. 

June 29—Sirdar-i-Mulitasham and Sirdar-i-Ashraf telegraphed to Saham-es- 
Snltaneb and ShalmlM’s-Sultaneh at Kashan that they had been delayed by illness, but 
were now joining Sirdar-i-ZalTar and Sirdar Bahadur at Ispahan with a number of 
horsemen, and would come on to Kum. The Bakhtiaris at Kashan were to await 
orders and do nothing against the family interest. _ . 

On tlie same day Sirdar-i-Muhtasham telegraphed to Sipahdar at Kazvra that after 
agreeing with Sirdar-i-Assad at Malamir to serve his country he fell ill, hut was now 
ready with a strong force, and was starting for Ispahan to assist in this sacred duty. 
Thence be would move to Kum, and Sirdar Bahadur would accompany him. A third 
telegram from Sirdar-i-Muhtasham on this day was addressed to Sirdar-i-Assad at Kum 
that he had always been in favour of family unity, hut could not come earlier because 
of illness ; that ho was now well, and had seen Sirdar Bahadur, and that family unity 
on the specified terms had been renewed and strengthened. “ You on your side will 
have seen Ainir-i-Mufakham and arranged matters with him also, and will have 
strengthened the family understanding with him. 1 will come to Ispahan with Sirdar 
Bahadur and a force of horsemen, and will ask for instructions by telegraph." 

A fourth telegram, from Sirdar-i-Muhtasham and Sirdar-i-Ashraf to Annr-i- 
Mufakham, was as follows:— 

“ I have received your telegrams in which you urged Sirdar-i-Assad to come to a 
family arrangement. I have to-day seen Sirdar-i-Zaflar and Sirdar Bahadur and have 
arranged a family understanding. Ton will of course enter into this arrangement. 
Sirdar Bahadur and I start for Ispahan at onco.” 


Telegrams from Meshed describing the firing on tho crowd by Russians caused an 
outburst of auti-foroign, especially anti-Russian, feeling at Ispahan. Sirdar-i-Assad 
protested against tho Russian action at Meshed in support of Kuku-ed-Dowleh against 
the popular party. , . , , , r .. 

The two consuls-goucral were authorised to return to Ispahan from Kum. 

Bahidur-ed-Dowleh left Cliahar Mahal to join Sirdar-i-Assad, and further levies 


were being raised. 

A telegram signed “ Ismail ’’—possibly the /ll-es-Sultan s son of that name—was 
sent from Loudon to Sirdar-i-Assad as follows:— 


“ For fear of the foreigners, finish tho business." 


Sipahdar’s force left Kazvin for Tehran. 

June 30.—An unsigned telegram was sent from Sultanubnd, the Shah's present 
residence, to Sirdar-i-Montazid, commanding tho Shah’s force at Kashan, ordering him 
to bring troops to Tehran at once, and to tell Sirdar-i-Ashjaa and Sular-i-Ashraf and 
other Bakhtiaris at Kashan to come with him. 

A telegram was sent by Murteza Kuli Khun from Kum to Mumtaz-od-Dowleb in 
Paris:— 


“ Kum forco lias started for Tehran.” 


Murteza Kuli Klian and 300 men, tho advanced guard of Sirdar-i-Assad’s force, 
left Kum for Tehran. • . 

July 1. -Sirdar-i-Assad, with COO horsemen, HO mule-loads of ammunition and 
food, 20 waggons of other material, and 1 gun, left Kum for Tehran. Ghius-i-Lashkar 
was left in command at Kum. 

July 2.—Sirdar-i-Assad, in a carriage, reached Aliabad. Tho advanced guard 
also reached this place. 

Of the Shah’s troops at Kashan, 1,200 infantry and 300 horsemen, with throe hold 
and three mountain guns, left for Tehran. The Klmlaj regiment (800 men), with fifty 
horsemen, remained at Kashan waiting for transport. 

Three hundred Bakhtiaris and one mountain gun left Ispahan for Tehran. 

A quarrel between Samsam and Zargham led to the latter, with 250 men, witli- 
[1(505] 3 F 
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drawing to some 5 miles from Ispahan. Later, Zargham received 5,000 tomans and 
started for Tehran with 450 to 500 men. 

The Bakhtiaria raised 5,000 tomans in taxes in Ispahan 
Kham'lO into tm'“<i WUh ** “ dVaUCed «-* left *> r ^eh-i-Muhammad A.i 
The Bakhtiaris collected 15,000 tomans in Kum. 

, '!r' !/ T>',T Sir ' lar - i - Mu,,,aslla m an(1 Sirdar Bahadur arrived at Ispahan with 700 men 
trom the mkntian country. 

I he Shall s troops forcibly opened the bazaars at Kum. 

• d° ln t warnings from the British and Russian Legations were sent to Sirdar-i- 
Assad at Roba-I-Kcnm and to Sipahdar at Karej. Amir-i-Mufakham had a meeting 
n< j a !' S> bat ri-Kerim. The ob i° ct of this meeting was said to be a 
Shah's shle 0 ”' ^ ti,ke plac0 ’ a “ d tbo rormer has sbe0 been fighting on the 

f , ''JV a ‘! vanced P art y of Sipahdar’s force, 350 strong, attacked 350 of the Persian 
Cossack brigade at Shahabad, 10 miles west of Tehran, and was defeated. 

C. B. S. 


[28923] No. 346. 

(No 59 > ) ^ G ' lj ° W ' her t0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

* r> ivnn i- . i ... Constantinople, July 26, 1909. 

1111 reference to my despatch No. 554, and your telegram No. 322, 1 have the 
honour to forward herewith a despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, consul-general 
t . nins ' at ""‘ of reply received from the Mujtahids to the consul- 
generals letter, requesting them to endeavour to restore peace in Persia. 

I have, See. 

GERARD LOWTIIER. 


Iuclosuro 1 in No. 346. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther 

(No. 75.) 

I JJAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the letter, of which Iforwardod 
N °- 66 - d ' lh ' l ‘ the lltb dune, 1909, were senlTtothe 

{}'} Alchund Mulla Muhammad Kiulhim Khorassani, ] 
v•'■ 1 ooyyul Abdulla Mnzaridarani, lat Noiof 

(3.) Seyyid Kadi,in, Ye/.di, pt JNejei. 

(4.) Aglm Ismail Sadar-ud-Din, 1 

!*•' ^>7"/ Muliainmiid Bakar Tabatabayi, tat Karbala. 

("•/ oheikn 11 uhsuhi Mazuudamni, 

(7.) Mirza Muhammad Taki, at Skmarra. 

(8.) Sheikh Muhammad Tuki, at Kadhimain. 

by Nos l" , ,ml U 2 el0 TI,»°n ol'"' M^°n. a translation of a reply signed 

, i , ,, “• 1 !*•’. replies Iron! Nos. a and (1 are practically identical Sevvid 

ltttir t he"ra™‘ that’ll" j uiat 'otter, has written me a separate 

ditlere.-esf there r •' ‘''" l ''c P^P' 8 WOuld U: abl « settle their 

a -x ed s o V,^ " V T ""erterence, and that the present disturbed 

1 , 1 st.it. ot 1 ersia is lar more due to the presence of Russian troons on Persian 

soil t urn to any delay settling details nbout constitutional refor,,* P 

him, a^e^lVtet "' V C ° U ' d ^ered to 

whom I hail tokhn mi' '* “"d ^“r'lda were delivered by the vice-consul, 

- , «« . • that, uh fur ns hw information went, the Russian troona hod 

Z”u^v!: ° f ‘ h0 a ,T a ,lcti ;.. «>“ P-ple Of W^found 

of forcing foreign mterferenw tk ?i* t | unri H altook tbe loreignore with the express object 
Tabrees t«rence, which would mean the opening of the roads leading to 
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The vice-consul reports that at Neief Mulla Muhammad Kadhim was very bitter 
against the Russians, and while he did not deny the correctness of the vice-consul's 
explanation of their presence at Tabreez, he added that much was also due to their 
natural habits of aggression. It is curious that none of the Mujtahids said anything 
about Turkish aggression on Persian territory. Seyyid Kudliim Yezdi at 6rst said that 
he would sand me no reply, but afterwards said be would send one later. The vice- 
consul says that the day before bis arrival Seyyid Kadhim bad, at the earnest request 
of Mulla Muhammad Kadhim Khorassani, written a telegram to the Shah saying that 
he should get the Russians out of Persia by whatever means lie thinks necessary, but 
after seeing the vice-consul Seyyid Kadhim managed to get back his telegram, and 
seemed inclined to be leas bellicose. 

At Karbala the vice consul found the Mujtahids inclined to follow the lend of 
Nejef, which they have eventually done. Sheikh Hussein Muzandarani was strongly 
in favour of acting in accordance with the wishes expressed in your Excellency’s 
telegram, and he told the vice-consul that, in his opinion, the telegram should be 
considered as a foreign ultimatum, after which the Shall, with the help of England and 
Russia, would hold the Mujtahids responsible, and perhaps try them by court-martial. 
The vice-consul reports that there is an intense hatred of Russia and au inclination to 
admit that England had been friendly and honest in its dealings with Persia. 

I have, Ac. 

J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Inolos'ure 2 in No. 346. 

Mulla Muhammad Kndhim-el- Khorassani and Stieikh Abdulla-el-Mazandarani to 
Consul-General Ramsay. 

(Translation.) 3rd Jamadi-us-Sani, 1327 (June 22, 1909). 

IN reply to the telegram of the British Ambassador at Constantinople, the certified 
translation of which was enclosed by the consul-general, Bagdad, in his letter dated the 
25th Jamadi-ul-Awal. 1327 (to our uddress). 

We are exceedingly grateful that through the kind and well-meaning advice of 
the two Governments of England and Russia to the Shah the constitution has been 
restored, which is the orbit of the kingdom’s peace. Of course tile preservation of the 
friendly relations lietween the three countries, the observance of neighbourly duties 
and the disinterested brotherly love of the Kings demanded (the adoption of) this very 
course; and we always wish the perfection and consolidation of these feelings. 

With regard to the unrest in Persia, to which you refer, it is well known to all 
those who have studied the circumstances that the revolutions in Persia are exactly of 
the nature of those revolutions which in all countries have originated with the efforts of 
the people for securing constitutional and national rights, and the selfish eagerness of the 
people of the court to usurp them. The most loyal nation of Persia, with [lerlect loyalty 
to the Crown, and with due sense of recognition of the preservation of the rights and 
life of the foreigners, only demanded the consolidation of the foundation of constitution, 
removal of the agitators of disturbances, a guarantee against the renewal of breach of 
promises, and ail assurance that it will Is, impossible for tho court circle to act 
dishonestly in future. With the earnest co-operation of the King in securing the 
objects of tho nation the original causes of differences will naturally ho removed, and 
pence will have been perfectly obtained, and (then) we shall also not fail to co-operate 
in every way. 

Tliis is also well known to the civilised nations, and also to those who are aware of 
the feelings of thu Persian nation, that the defence of tho independence of the mother¬ 
land is one of the greatest religious obligations of Moslems, and the interference of all 
(other) Powers in the internal affairs of Persia and the dispatch of troops into tho 
kingdom is the chief cause of unrest und revolution, and stultifies tho advice of tho two 
Governments with regard to the peace of Persia. Mure especially at such a stage when 
the cause of disturbance is nearly removed and preliminaries of friendship and unity 
have lieen secured. We therefore appeal to the sense of justice and neighbourly 
duties of the two Governments that they will not allow tile awakened feelings of the 
Persian nation to be trampled upon, anil as the British Government lias recalled its 
marine troops from Bushire, and ' i ' hereby caused the spiritual leaders, as well as all 
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the Moslems, to admire its justice, iu the same way the Russian Government too should 
reran its troops, and thus bring about the removal of the disturbances'which they 
really cause. J 

For this all will be grateful. 

.. ■/ The letters from Seyyid Muhammad Bakar Talmtabayi and Sheikh Hussein 

of Karbala are similar to the above. 


[28889] No. 347. 

... Mr - O'Heine to Sir Edvinrd Grey.—{Received August 3.) 

(Ao. Mo.) 

Slr ’ urrrtzM r II I , ... . , ,, . St. 1‘etersburgli, July 27, 1909. 

\ HEM I called on the Minister for Foreign Affaires on the 24th instant l had not 
intemled, in the absence of instructions from yon, to raise the question of the withdrawal 
of the Russian troops from Kazvm, as I presumed that this would form one of the 
subjects of your conversations with his Excellency at Cowes. M. Isvolsky, however 
himself referred to the matter, informing me that the Persian Minister had come to see 
him by instruction of the Acting Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and had asked 
whether Russia did not now see her way to removing her troops from Persian territory. 
M. Isvolsky hat replied to the effect that, until it was clear, which as vet it was not 
that order had been definitely re-established in North Persia, Russia could not recall 
her forces. nskccl what observations Isaak Khan had offered on that statement. The 
Minister replied that, as Isaak Khan himself fully anticipated further disorders in 
1 ersia, ho had not. found vury much to say. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs then went on to speak to me of the likelihood that 

t e,t It i m 1 fightl 1 ng 111 1 ui,nm aMl1 Parts of Persia, aud remarked 
that Russia could riot withdraw her troops with the prospect of having to scud them 
tuck again. As I did not wish to appear to acquiesce in the desirability of the Russian 

of'i'h.• V.VLr'u- 1 ‘ II11 i lt i^' lZV 1 n 'i 1 T seemed to me, admitting'the uncertainty 

nf tin outlook in North I orsia, that Russia had two courses open to her. One was to 

imlelinltefy rCt Tl Mr'"’ ‘ ,hc . a «ciidaut risk of the occupation becoming prolonged 

st™ mb was !» "! T T K 'T • 1 ' W " • J, “ P ,rd a[ T " hral1 «P <« Whatever 

nrot ” r f : ' hf an ,7,',?' 8u 0 ^ ,ent - 1,1 f* «»ent of disturbances, lor the 

prot enon of foreign interests 100 or 200, or even 300 men if necessary- and then to 
ret ail her expeditionary forco and let events take their course. 

i k f ll ! Bt -e l ? 00ted lhal , tho Persian Government would dislike to see any 
inon ilispau bed into lohrati. nml that this course would ho interpreted as an act. of 

strimnthonhm lllll '! th ° ^‘iverumont at Tehran understood that the 

str< ngt liening of t lie legation guard was the condition upon which the Kazvin force 

Exeell nev f sH 1 "’ lt l ‘. rW '“l Ul ' .1 ‘° y l™" 1 ' 1 ' 10t , 1)0 likol - v ,0 raiso »•>>’ difficulties ; and his 
Excellency seemed to admit Uwt this was the case. Ho then said evasively that the 
malt; 1 was one which must lie considered and discussed, that ho could not express any 
opinion upon „ at once, and finally that when M. Poklewski reached Tehran he could 
form a judgment as to the measures that could he taken with safety. 

M. isvolsky does not seem to uie seriously to doubt hut that the legation guards 
it reinforced to lie necessary extent, would amply provide for the protection of foreign 
interests should fresh disturbances occur at Tehran, lie is also, I think quite 
conscious of the logical difficulty, view of all Russia’s recent declarations, of defending 
. 7TT !' “ r " r< ’'' | Kuss y ln " nca the possibility of danger to foreign lives and 
u pert} has liowi guarded against. At the same timeit is evident from his Excellency’s 
language to me that he is not much mclmed to recommend the Council of Ministers to 
proceed promptly with the withdrawal of the force ; and certain interviews apparently 
with .ill official of the Ministry of I'preign Affairs, have been published by the press 
dinmg ilie last two or three days, which seem to point to the same conclusion The 

Persia it wladd n! 7 '7 . . ot tlu ’ Wcortainty of the situation iu 

111 . 1 . 1 , would not lor the present !„• desirable to recall tho Russian troops; that their 
presence IS in reality nut resented by the inhabitants, and that rumours which have 
foumlatioi, "" " 1U "‘ ded Loy, ° ,t ° f Uu88ian g °«‘ la »ro without serious 

M. Isvolsky S way of looking at the matter, so far as 1 can judge is that now the 
loops arc III the neighbourhood of the Persian capital it would seem a pity to recall 
hem until it is Mime plain that their presence cannot ho turned in some way to account. 
He sees no particular objection to leaving them for a while at Kazvm, where, The 
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remarked to me with satisfaction, they had been very amiably received. The outlook 
in Persia his Excellency considers exceedingly obscure, and circumstances may east y 
arise in which the presence of a military force would enable Russia to insist with more 
weight than she could otherwise have done on measures being taken which she judged 
necessary for the protection of her interests. There is also the consideration that so 
long as the Russian force is established on the road to Tehran there is no danger ot 
interruption of tratlic such as has on recont occasions caused such heavy losses to 
Russian trade. Then agaiu this is a question in which M. Isvolsky has to count witn 
tho views of the military authorities. I have no doubt that the general stall is most 
anxious not to be drawn into operations of any magnitude in Persia. Still 1 should 
imagine that the military element in this country is on general principles always 
reluctant to withdraw Russian troops from any foreign territory upon which they 
happen to have established themselves, and it is quite likely that the military attitude 
in the present matter will not be altogether uninfluenced by sentiments of that kind. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[28890] No. 348. 

Mr. O'Iieirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

gj r% ^ $t. Petersburgh, July 28, 1909. 

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs has spoken to me several times during the la9t 
ten days regarding the situation in Tabreez and in the adjoining region. On the 
18th instant his Excellency stated that tho condition of affairs in labreez was most 
unsatisfactory, and that he had instructed the Russian charge d’affaires at iohran to 
impress on the Persian Government the necessity of immediately sending a governor- 
general to tho town, with the forco necessary to establish his authority, failing which, 
Russia would he compelled herself to take the steps necessary for the protection of her 
interests. On my enquiring what had occurred to call for these instructions, M. Isvolsky 
referred to Sattar Khan having announced that lie was to be appointed governor- 
general, a thing which the Russian Government would no doubt have considered 
intolerable ; and he also spoke of extortion being practised on tho residents by fedais 
masquerading as policemen, and of an agitation being fomented against the presence 
of the Russian troops, lie gave me to understand that if the Persian Government 
failed to establish law and order without delay, it would become necessary for Russia 
to take the measures required. 

On the following day his Excellency again spoke to mo on the same subject, but 
ho now seemed to take a less unfavourable view of the situation. He bail been 
informed by tho Turkish Ambassador of instructions having been sent to the l urkish 
consulate-general to the effect that it was desirable that Sattar and Haghir Khans 
should leave Persia, but that if they were unwilling to do so, they should no longer bo 
permitted to remain in the consulate-general; and he seemed satisfied with the action 
taken by the Ottoman Government on this point. I said to his Excellency that l had 
not gathered from what ho had told me on the previous day that there had been any 
cases of definite injury to Russian persons or property, and this ho admitted to be the 
case; but he added that there was a general condition of unrest at Tabreez which 
made it urgently necessary that a governor should proceed to the spot without delay. 
M. Sazonoff, the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, mentioned to me yesterday that 
lie had no news of the departure for Tabreez of the newly appointed Governor-General 
Mukhbir-es-Sultaneh, who for the rest, he said, was according to the information of tho 
Russian Government a man of no great worth. M. Sazonoff stated that ho had 
received no news of a disquieting character from Tabreez during the last two or 
three days. 

M. Isvolsky has also more than once spoken to mo of Ardebil as a possible source 
of danger, owing to the intolerable depredations committed iu the vicinity by the 
Shahsevan tribe. Here again M. Isvolsky recognised that there hud been no recent 
cases of direct injury inflicted on the persons or property of Russians ; but M. Sazonoff, 
who referred to the same subject yesterday, stated that Russian goods to the value of 
50,000/. were field up in the town owing to the danger of attempting to distribute 
them in the interior. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that tho 
Russian Government intended to organise a punitive expedition against the Shahsovans 
next September. The expedition sent against the tribe in April and May of last year 
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I?., 1 . 0 1 h . a ' 1 the honour to report to you at the time (my despatch No. 210 o£ the 

30th April, and my telegram No. 84 of the 22nd May, 1908) had not proved altogether 

eonhTnni' i T iT I r?t a<1 csc T d into 1,10 hii > 3 ' »nd‘ the lines Loosed on them 
ri.t.| CC ;' , ! h,: , " um , h of September they would he obliged to bring 

moie olfeetuany' 1 * pll “ nS ' and “ "' oul(1 then be Practicable to deal with them 

I he Turkish Ambassador yesterday sent me a message expressing anxiety to see 

some til on K “ mC f 1 ?™ 0 ™' Th ° veteran diplomatist eonvmrsml for 

ojne time on indilterent matters, and then, passing easily to the subject of Tahree/ 
set himself to ascertain what I knew as to the numbers of the Russian troops in that 
region, and what probability there was of their being withdrawn. In r^l to the 

la ne waJdonl wit! ‘ 1 ““ vi!' 'i'" itC tbat T the - v he withdrawn until the 

same was done with the J urkisli troops, and I asked his Excellency whether after a 

to STrr 1 arri \ ed at Til breez and restored order, Turkey would bo prepared 
w efr r forC “ fr0m tl r 3 nc'fe'hbourhood. To this question his Excellency replied 
^y. 8 “te d csire was to see the prosperity of Persia 
in mic Miumph of liberal principles in that country. 

no. I thhik wEr 0 ‘I? 1 ’' 10 " 168 T ! irklmnPaslm came abruptly to the matter i„ band 
he thoiiX^W T ’ I 1 .'','""-" ho P e . of surprising some special information of which 
e »b'ht that I might he ... possession. He thrust into my hands a telegram which 
, J . .' rc c o, vcd from the Turkish Minister for Foreign AITairs, statmg "hit the 
ss .ins wore reported to have occupied all the positions near 11 place called Tcholdia 
on the Araxes with a considerable force of infantry and cavalry. Ilia^Excellmicv and 
Amxes't! “I”''• "'""'iV T ^ h5ldja °? map, hut as it is described as {.eilfoVthe 
T m ’ > P , t 0Ils . saul 10 he occupied would scorn to ho practically on tic- front inr 

punilive JxMitkm ,L ei P | Cml Wients were contemplated beyond the 

or^;' rtklK‘ , & ^ “'“"““VSLthol^re were notsf Zu 3 

though, *<'«»« ‘bat, personally, he 

1 have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[28877] N 0 . 

(Confidential.) ‘° ^ August 3.) 

A copy lias also been sent to the India Ollice. 

1 am, &c. 

G. I. THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. 349. 

Omnm milirr-in-Chief, liu. </ holies, In Admiralty. 

^* b »pii'i!' ddC o n . _ , Colombo, August 2 1909 

si™.-Jte .. 
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[29031] No. 350. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 643.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaltek, August 3. 1909. 

MV Russian colleague, on instructions from his Government, is again making 
strong representations to the Persian Government with regard to the disorders created 
bv the Shahsevan tribes at Ardebil, on which I reported in my telegram No. 022 of the 
22nd July. 

He has now presented to the Persian Government a note, warning them that 
Russia will herself send a detachment of troops into this district unless within two days 
a capable and energetic Governor, accompanied by a suitable force, has actually started 
for Ardebil. 

I am giving my support to M. Sabline’s doinnnd concerning the Governor and the 
escort to accompany him. 


[29231] No. 351. 

.Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3 1 
(No. 614.) ’ ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahck, August 3, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

Please see my telegram No. 553 of the 9th July. 

1 understand that, in the event of the new Government cancelling Mom's 
concession—a possibility which must now he contemplated—Strick would wish to 
obtain it. His Majesty’s Government are, 1 know, desirous to assist Strick in this, lint 
Moin could not fail to apply for our protection on the score of his contract with Weir. 
If we could lx: certain that Weir’s interests were safeguarded—that is to say if Mom's 
successor were to undertake to respect the original concessionnnire's obligations in that 
quarter—I presume that we should he oblige to oppose the Persian Government in this 
matter, hut I should ho somewhat reluctant to refuse Moin our support in view of the 
damage which might result from his hostility to our interests in the south. It might 
lx) worth while to run this risk, if we were certain that Strick would obtain the 
concession, but the next concession will cost a very heavy sum, and Strick might not 
care to take it up if lie realises that the maintenance of Weir's contract niusf in any 
case be ensured, covering, as I believe it does, the world’s supply of oxide for three 
years. 

Moin, 1 admit, is at present passively obstructive to us, but lxd'ore taking action 
we should well consider the contingency of his actively opposing us, for instance, by 
accepting German overtures. 

1 am by no means certain that the Government contemplate revoking the 
corfqession, hut 1 feel that it is a matter which may come up at any moment, and 1 
should like to be in a position to act quickly, either in the interests of Moin or Strick, 
if the occasion arise. 


[29211] No. 352. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. Ii45.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, August 3, 1909. 

1 HAVE small hope of our succeeding in inducing the ex-Shah and the present 
Government to come to terms on the question of the jewels, &c., unless wo bring strong 
pressure to bear, and my Russian colleague and 1 are now pressing upon both parties a 
compromise by which the Persian Government would increase II is late Majesty’s civil 
list to 50,000 tomans, and the latter surrender the jewels now in dispute. 

Mohammed Ali Mirssa’s personal property is, it transpires, almost entirely 
hypothecated to the Banque d'Escompte. 1 

Reference is to my telegram No. G42 of the 2nd August. 
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[291231 No. 353. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 646.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Gulahek, August 3, 1909. 

I HAVE received the followiug telegram No. 174 from His Majesty’s acting 
consul-general at Tnbreez :— 

“ No news of Itussian troops on the Araxcs has reached me, hut it is unlikely that, 
with the present disorganisation of local communications, I could obtain any up to-date 
Information except through Itussian consul-general, who appears ignorant of the 
movements in question. 

“ No doubt there is consideruhle exaggerat ion in the military authorities estimate of 
number of Turkish troops. M. Miller tells me that they do not exceed 700 at most.” 

Please see St. Petersburg!) telegram No. 309. 


[29232. 


No. 354. 


•Sir Gf, [intclinj I ft Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 017.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 3. 1909. 

1 LEARN from the Telegraph Department that the reinforcements dispatched 
from Bushire arrived yesterday at Shiraz. 

Twelve utiles outside the town Sowlet-ed-Dowleh’s force of at least 2,000 men is 
encamped. 1 instructed 11 is Majesty’s consul to endeavour to persuade him not to 
advance, lie has consented to delay three days before occupying the town, lie insists, 
however, that Ala-od-Dowleh’s appointment lie cancelled. 1 am bringing this to the 
notice of the Persian Government. 


[29333] No. 355. 

The Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 4.) 

Sir, Manchester, August 3, 1909. 

TIIK president desires me to forward to you the enclosed copy of a letter which 
he litis received from linns connected with this Chamber who are interested in trade 
with Persia. 

’l lie security of transit by the roads in that, country is a matter of common concern 
to all classes of traders and commercial men. and the president commends this com- 
muiiicatiou to you, feeling assured that you will take such action us you properly can. 

I am, Ac. 

WALTER SPEARMAN, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 355. 

I hr Manchester amt Liverpool Hanking Company and oilier Etnas to the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Sir, Manchester, July 30, 1909. 

THE undersigned hankers, merchants, shippers, and manufacturers engaged iu 
the Persian trade would he greatly obliged by your drawing the attention of the 
Secretary of State lor foreign AHuirs to the deplorable condition of things prevailing 
in Mid and Southern Persia. For very many months past the main trade routes hnvo 
been in the hands of robber bands, and trade completely paralysed, and there can be 
no question of the urgent need for prompt and energetic measures for their suppression 
and punishment. 

The constitutional Government is well disposed towards His Majesty’s Government, 
and tie llakhliari chiefs, including the new Minister of the Interior (Snrdnr Assad), 
have expressed themselves as being under a deep sense of obligation to Great Britain. 
We understand that Major Cox, llis Majesty’s resident in Bushire, is, or will shortly 
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he, in Tehran to consult with Sir George Barclay on the state of affairs in Southern 
Persia, and wo believe that Major Cox and Mr. George Grahame, His Majesty’s consul- 
general in Ispahan, are both iu favour of a system of road patrols, and also that 
Sir George Barclay is inclined to press this question upon the immediate attention of 
the Persian Government. 

Under these circumstances wo feel that the present time is most opportune for 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Persian Government, and we would ask you to 
most strongly urge that a telegram bo scut to His Majesty’s Minister in Tehran desiring 
him to impress upon the new Government the necessity for prompt and energetic 
measures for securing the safety of the main caravan routes by the establishment of a 
system of paid road patrols (the present road guards are not paid, and are themselves 
guilty of enforcing heavy levies from the muleteers). We feel strongly that if His 
Majesty’s Minister in Tehran is authorised to assist and advise the Persian Government 
in this matter very much can be done for the advantage of British commerce in Persia, 
and, incidentally, for the increase of the Persian customs reveuues. Wc are, moreover, 
convinced that any representations on the subject would be met by the new Persian 
Minister of the Interior in a most friendly and sympathetic spirit. 

We trust that you will put this matter very fully before Sir Edward Grey, and trust 
that prompt and energetic measures will he taken by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

We are, &c. 

(Per pro the Manchester and Liverpool 
District Banking Company), 

DRUMMOND FRASER, Manager. 

(And twenty other linns.) 


[29348] No- 356. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 648.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, August 4, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 643 of the 3rd August. 

Russian charge d’affaires tells me that he is promised a note from the Persian 
Government by this evening, announcing departure of a strong governor for Ardehil 
with a strong escort. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgli.) 


[29349] No. 357. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 649.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 4, 1909. 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 038 of the 30th July, relative to the execution of 
the former deputy governor of Tehran, till recently a Russian hasti. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has visited M. Sabline to tender an 
apology, and the incident is now closed. 


[29350] No. 358. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. G50.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 4, 1909. 

THE further despatch, as to which you enquire iu your telegram No. 408 of the 
3rd August, should reach you about the 17th August by post. 

It, was on a loiter from Preeco assorting that the khans’ interests have not 
lieen neglected that 1 based my private telegram of the 28th May. 1 am now 
forwarding to you n further despatch which 1 have received from llis Majesty’s consul 
at Aliwaz. It would seem that a letter which tile manager has addressed to the khans 
has left them under a misconception as to the shares they are entitled to in the various 
companies. 


[ 1665 ] 


3 11 
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[29351] No. 359. 

Sir G. Barcliiy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 651.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 4, 1909. 

i LEARN from my Russian colleague that his Government have enquired of him 
whether the rumour that Ur. I.imlley is to replace M. Smirnow as the Shah's tutor 
(rejiorted in my two private telegrams of the 1st August) is true. The impression 
made at. St. Petersburg!! by this story is, he says, very bad. 

Dr. Lindley has not as yet received any proposal, and I have assured M. Sabline 
that if any be made 1 will consider it together with him in friendly consultation. 


129354] No. 300. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 372.) ^ 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg!!, August 4, 1909. 

i AM informed by Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that no preparations have as 
yet been made for the dispatch of a Russian expedition to Ardebil, and that, the 
question is not an immediate one. As yet all that has been done is to decide in 
principle that tin expedition must be sent in the event of the Persian Government 
failing to restore tranquillity in that region. The matter will como up for discussion 
again in four or live days (see Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 643). 


[292321 No. 361. 

Sir Edward Grey In Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 409.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 

GOVERNORSHIP of Tabrecz. 

See your telegram No. 647 of the 3rd August. 

In view' of report in above telegram, it may still be worth considering whether the 
appointment of Ala-cd-Dowleh could be arranged. Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs told me that he is disappointed that Ala-cd-Dowleh has not gone to Tabrecz as 
governor. 


[28616] No. 802. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 117.) 

Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 

1 I RANSMI1 to you herewith copy of a letter from the Persian Transport 
Company (I,united)/ requesting that the Persian Government may be informed that 
the unsettled condition of Persia has prevented them from completing the necessary 
work on the roads with respect to which they hold a concession. 

1 have accordingly to request you, should you see no objection, to address a 
communication to the 1 ersittn tioverument in the sense desired by the company, 
omitting, however, at any rate for the present, all reference to the possible future 
demand for a renewal of the company’s concession alluded to in the last sentence of 
their letter. 

t opy of the reply which 1 have caused to be returned to the company is also 
enolosed.t 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


• No. 3SS. 


t Sw No. 364. 
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[28622] No. 363. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo on the question of the protection of British lives and property 
in Persia during disturbances, with special reference to the danger which has recently 
threatened Kerman. 

I am to inform you, in reply to the enquiry contained in the last paragraph of 
your letter, that Sir E. Grey is of opinion that it would bo desirable in existing 
circumstances to act on the suggestion of Viscount Morley to warn the Government of 
India to be ready to dispatch troops to the Gulf at very short notico should such action 
be required, subject to the understanding that no definite step in this direction should 
he taken wthout express instructions from his Lordship. 

I am to add that though, as a precautionary measure, it is well to be prepared for 
the contemplated eventuality,; there is, in Sir E. Groy's opinion, every reason to hope 
that no necessity for the dispatch of this force will actually arise. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[28616] No. 364. 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo on tho subject of the concession held by your company for 
the construction of certain roads in Persia. 

1 am to inform you in reply that, in accordance with the wish expressed by you, 
Sir E. Grey has instructed His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, should he see no objection, 
to address a communication to the Persian Government to the effect that, owing to the 
unsettled condition of tho country, your company have been unable to complete tho 
necessary work on these roads. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[29475] No. 365. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received August 5.) 

(No. 052.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 5, 1909. 

1 HAVE recoived very confidential information to the effect that the Persian 
Government are about to cancel Mom's concession for Hormuz oxide. A certain 
Persian subject is, 1 am assured, willing to serve the Government an annuity of 
80,000 tomans in return for this concession. 

Please see my telegram No. 644 of tho 3rd August. 


[29476] No. 366. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 5.) 

(No. 653.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 5, 1909. 

INDIAN guard for oil company. 

1 have received a report from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire to the effect 
that the company's agent has agreed to tho withdrawal of the guard, which is now 
awaiting final orders at Ahwaz. 

Major Cox has submitted to tho Indian Government a proposal for the retention 
of a part of this force to uct as escort for Mr. Wilson on tho tour which he will probably 
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undertake font lie Kerkha irrigation surveys referred to in Ilushire telegram, repeated 
in my telegram No, li.'lG of the Hillh July. If Mr. Wilson’s journey is sanctioned, he 
will need a sufficient mounted escort to keep constantly in touch with Mokammerah 
in order that his consular duties may not he interfered with by his survey work. 


[29477] No. 367. 

Sir G. Barchiy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 5.1 
(No. 054.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Atuju.it G, 190!). 

TI1K negotiations conducted by the two legations with the ex-Shah and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Nationalist, committee, to which I referred in my telegram No. (5*15 of 
the 3rd August, have resulted in the signing of a protocol by the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, some members of the committee, and the dragomans of the two 
legations ; it is to the following effect:— 

01.) Article 1. All jewels in llis Majesty’s possession which are found after an 
investigation conducted before representatives of the two legations to belong to the 
Crown to be given up. 

Art. 2. His Majesty will also give up all documents relating to jewels which have 
been pawned. Persian Government may, if it chooses, redeem these. 

Art. 3. Persian Government will give llis Majesty 75.0U0 tomans a-year, payable 
half-yearly in advance through the Russian bank. 

Art.-1. A list of missing jewels will be presented to the two legations, who will 
obtain all possible information from His Majesty as to their whereabouts, and if they 
uiv still in llis Majesty’s possession or that of his entourage legations will do their 
iitmosL to recover them. 

Art. II any jewels are sold by llis Majesty after the 3rd August, their value will 
he deducted from llis Majesty’s civil list. 

Art. 0. llis Majesty will leave Tehran not later than the 17th August. 

) eslorday the investigation laid down in article 1 was held, and after considorablo 
pressure had ben brought to bear, the ex-Shah handed over a great number of jewels 
which, he had hitherto maintained, belonged to him personally. 

It "as nut without great pressure also that thecommitteogave their provisional consent 
to the increased pension, and the two representatives will, no doubt, have difficulty in 
extracting the nitifieiilion of this agreement from the Persian Government when the 
•Medjhss has met. for the moment, however, the removal of llis Majestv, who is still 
a centre of intrigue, is our chief concern. 

la communicating the above to his Government, my Russian colleague begs 
that an invitation may be sent to him to convey to llis Majesty, couched in such terms 
thu lie caimol ignore it. lie suggests that it should I)id His Majesty to start on the 
.III August, and promise that a ship will await him at Enzcli to take him to Petrovsk, 
where lie will bo provided with a special train. 

1 venture to submit that Mr. O’Reirne be instructed to put forward a similar 
suggestion. Ills Majesty will doubtless do all in his power to delay departure, 
onsecpiciitly, the invitation should be of as peremptory a character as possible. 

.My huBstim colleague lias asked me very eonlidentially to endeavour to obtain for 
Ins proposal the support of Ills Majesty's Government with the Russian Government. 


129471 No. 868. 

... Sir Bdiraril Grey to Sir Gi Barclay. 

(No. '110.) 

(Irlographie.) P. Foreign Office. August 5, WOO. 

‘ ’T" M "" sU ,' r for Kor<,i S« Affairs ' drew attention to the 

P ss.bdiH III.il the buss,an oil,cent of the Cossack brigade might he removed and 

Sid,a ri'l'nI'bnlin , "T "”o "l'/'V ''' l llan ' 1,1,11 "> U.e likelihood of Zil es- 

, r" ",'l K bee."no Mini,. I said that 1 was ... lo holp Russia to prevent 

' " " - •’ ,vurn "«- "hot,.him your first private telegram of the 

1st August relating to a tutor lor the Shah, and said that we were ready to co-operate 
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with Russian representative at Tehran in preventing any changes disadvantageous to 
Russia in this or other matters. 

On the question of the Russian troops in Persia, I said that I strongly deprecated 
their staying long in the country, as their continued presence both weakened the force 
of our complaints against encroachments of Turkish troops and increased the chances 
of anti-Russian agitation. M. Isvolsky replied that the Viceroy of the Caucasus and 
himself were both extremely anxious to effect the withdrawal of the Russian force, 
but that in the case of the troops at Tabreez it was very difficult to remove them till 
security was guaranteed by the appointment of a strong Persian governor, while, as 
regards the Kazvin force, lie considered that the uncertainty of affairs at Tehran was 
too great to permit of their immediate withdrawal. He mentioned the appointment as 
head of police at Tehran of a Russian Caucasian guilty of crimes committed in Russia 
as an instance of the unsatisfactory state of affairs. I said that it was for the Russiau 
Government to decide what measures taken by the Persian Government in Northern 
Persia would inspire such confidence that the Russiau Government would withdraw 
their troops. We would then co-operate in urging on the Persian Government the 
adoption of those measures. 

Both His Majesty and M. Isvolsky remarked upon the manner in which the Auglo- 
Russian agreement had weathered the recent storm, and expressed great satisfaction 
at it. 


[28852] No. 309. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward. Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,* proposing to ask the Persian 
Government for escorts for the repairing parties which the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department will send out in October next, and to state that if these parties are not 
ready at the proper time and place, Indian troops will be employed instead. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey is disposed, with the concurrence of Viscount 
Morley, to approve the terms of Sir G. Barclay’s suggested communication to the 
Persian Government. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[28458] No. 370. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th May relative to the financial arrange¬ 
ments involved in the proposed transfer of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad 
telegraph hues, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a letter which, in accordance with the wish expressed by you, he 
caused to be addressed to the Treasury,* proposing that any increase of charge con¬ 
sequent on this transaction beyond a sum of 20,000 rupees a-year to be borne, us 
hitherto, bv Indian revenues alone, should be equally divided between the Imperial and 
Indian exchequers. 

1 am also to transmit copy of the reply returned to this communication,t from which 
Viscount Morley will perceive thill the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
sanction the proposal in principle pending the conclusion of such an agreement with 
Persia as will enable definite financial proposals to be made. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


• No. 335. f SeO Part XVIII, No. 035. 

[1605] 


; No. 


-ilrt. 
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[295981 


No. 371. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August fi.) 

Sir, India Office, August 5, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter, 'luted the 23rd July, 1909, its to an enquiry received front 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company regarding geological surveys in Persia, I am directed 
to say teat Viscount Morley agrees that the company should he advised to procure 
through Messrs. Kegan, Paul, and (Jo. a copy of the published edition of the “ Memoirs 
uf the Geological Survey of India,” vol. xxxiv, part 4. 

I am to adtl that, in view of the terms of the company’s letter of the loth duly, 
bird Morley would suggest that they might be warned that, no financial assistance cat! 
be expected towards the cost of the survey contemplated, but he sees no objection to 
their being supplied with any technical information which the Government of India 
may be able to furnish for the use of thoir surveyors. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


[29610] No. 372. 

Air tj. Harclini to Air Edward Grey. -(Received August 6.) 

(No. Goo.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1'. Guluheit, August 0, 1909. 

I'LL Abb see my telegram No. G38 of the 30th July. 

Nationalists have now dispensed with the special tribunal referred to. 

Pour executions in idl have taken place. 


129614] No. 373. 

Mr. O’Reirtie to Air Edward Greg.—(Received August G.) 

(No. 37G.) 

' 1 lr npol’lcrT-oi’ r . bV. Petersburg/!, August (!, 1909. 

v °f ex-bhah ot 1 ersia from Tehrau. Please refer to telegram 

No. Gol from lohrau of yesterday s date. 

As regards the invitation to be sent to llis Majesty, I spoke this afternoon to 
Ml r U T’ W u "" T* 0 ,"‘ luc ^ Nr,i - Ba . rcla >' 8, .'Kgested to you. I explained, however, 
in lus bxcellency that 1 was not yet in receipt of instructions to do so, and only 
mentioned Hu- matter in anticipation of recoivin# them. 

Ills Excellency observed that the immediate departure of Mohammed Ali was 
.imel, dcsnvd bv'he Imperial Government, but he had some apprehension lest after 
Ills Majesty had leftVatiheation might be refused by tile Medjliss to the arrangement 
arrived at respecting Ills Majesty s pension; he assumed that the sanction of the 
legislature would he necessary for this arrangement. The ex-Shah also owed a large 
ilcl)t to the Russian bank in lohrau, and this was a further source of diflicultv These 
points are to he discussed by M. Snzouow with the Minister of Finance. 


129475] No. 374. 

( ^ Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Barclay. 

nVI uxfldc'eonLsiotts. *"*'• Au » u " 1U00 ' 

Uni should do all that can be done in support of Moiu, if, in your opinion it is 
am use obtaining concession lor him. If you think it no use, you should try to secure 

and C mHlort!kef! IKk ' ■ ’’ T‘t ' ’ l,e 1 ’ r ‘‘P are,i ‘°8‘ v « more than S0,<H>0 to.nans, 

conimumcam^ilhhma^,:''' 11 "'" ' V? ‘ r s contract. For details, however,you should 

, 1 ' 1 ' ^® r<1 ™ n,roc !. yon should impress upon Persian Government that, 

ttUoiM r receives the concession, lus contract must he maintained. 


[29477] 


No. 375. 


An Edward Grey to Mr. O’ lleirne. 

(No. 1021.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 0, 1909. 

I lEPARTURE of ex-Shah for Russia (see Tehrau telegram No. 654 of yesterday). 
Communicate arrangements reported to Russian Government, and press them to 
invite the ex-Shah to start for Russia on the 17th instant in such terms that His 
Majesty will not he able to ignore their invitation. 


[24792] No. 376. 

Air Edward Greii to Mr. O'Beirnc. 

(No. 1030.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Foreign Office, August G, 1909. 

ASCERTAIN when Russian Government will be ready to reply to matter in my 
telegram No. S05 of the 1st July regarding loan of Mr. New. 


[30951] No. 377. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'lleirne. 

(No. 233. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 0, 1909. 

M. lSVOLSKVand Count fienckendorfi canto to luncheon on board the Admiralty 
yacht at Cowes on August 3rd, and afterwards a conversation took place between them 
and the Prime Minister, Sir A. Xicolson, and myself. 

In regard to the Persian question, I told M. Isvolsky that we had had some 
difficulty with a section of opinion here, composed of people who had made up their 
minds that Russia was determined to establish a military occupation, or at least some 
sort of protectorate, in the north of Persia. The fact that no Russian troops had been 
sent to Tehran, thus allowing things to take their own course there, had silenced this 
section for the present. ! was, however, afraid that a corresponding section of Russian 
opinion might bo apprehensive that what had been happening in Persia might lead to 
changes unfavourable to Russia. As instances, 1 mentioned three things which might 
lend to a feeling of this kind : (1) the displacement of the Russian officers now in 
Persia; \2) a successful intrigue by the Zil to make himself Shah; and (3) the 
dismissal of the present Russian tutor of the young Shah and his replacement by an 
Englishman, sucii as Dr. Eindley. 1 said I assumed that the Russian Government 
could not agree to the replacement of Russian officers in Persia by officers of another 
nationality, and 1 added that in this matter, and in the other matters i had mentioned, 
and oit such further occasions as might arise in future, we should be willing to co¬ 
operate with the Russian Government in order to provent changes in Persia which 
would be to the disadvantage of Russia: for we did not regard the Anglo-Russian 
convention as disturbing the position which Russia had acquired in Persia hofore the 
convention was made. We considered that the convention was intended to secure that 
that position would not he used to weaken us on the Indian frontier, or to our dis¬ 
advantage iu other ways; while, at the same timo, it secured that we should not use 
any influence we might have in Persia to the disadvantage of Russia. 

I added that it was very desirable that the Russian troops should be withdrawn 
from Persia as soon ns possible. The longer they stayed the greater was the risk of 
an anti-Russian agitation in Persia, and, if sucii an agitation did spring up, it would 
be more difficult than ever to withdraw the troops. Also, as long as the Russian troops 
remained in Persia, our position was very weak with regard to the presonce of Turkish 
troops in Persia. 

M Isvolsky said that both he and the Viceroy of the Caucasus were most anxious 
to withdraw the troops. The Viceroy complained that while they remained in Persia 
they could nut go on with their proper training, and the expense was very groat. But 
the Russians must have some guarantee that their road, which was their trade routo, 
would be kept open. They had wished the Ala-ed-Dowleh to be Governor at Tabreez, 
but the Persian Government refused to send him, and instead had appointed someone 
else who was not so good. 
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I said that, as Tabreez was near the Russian frontier, it was for the Russian 
Government to say what measures the Persian Government must take in order to 
inspire confidence and enable the Russian troops to be withdrawn. Wo should 
certainly co-operate with the Russian Government in urging these measures upon the 
Persian Government. 

As to the Russian troops at Kazvin, M. Isvolskv held that their presence there 
had, by its moral effect, prevented the Nationalists front committing excesses in 
Tehran, 

I demurred to this. I thought that the fact impressed by both of us upon the 
Nationalists, that attacks on foreigners would certainly lead to Russian intervention 
would by itself have been sufficient. 

M. Isvolsky said that he was anxious to withdraw the troops from Kazvin, but 
before doing this there must be some guarantee that affairs in Tehran would not 
become worse titan ever. At present there was no guarantee of this kind. It was 
vory difficult for the Persians to deal with the Russian Caucasian revolutionaries, who 
had been the roal fighting people in the recent disturbances. It appeared, also, that 
the new chief of police in Tehran was a Russian revolutionary who had committed 
terrorist outrages in Russia, and had fled from the Russian police. As it took some 
time to senri troops to Kazvin. if the troops which were there now were withdrawn and 
then had to be sent back again it would bo much more difficult to withdraw them a 
second time. 

I again said that we would co-operate at Tehran in promoting anv measures the 
Russian Government thought necessary to restore confidence. I hoped that a beginning 
might be made in the withdrawal of the Russian troops. I thought that perhaps 
stronger guards might be kept at the legations and consulates for some time, if this 
was considered desirable. 

, ' ^p, olsk y *l ,(J ke with great emphasis about the Turkish 'encroachments upon 

I orsia. I bey had begun long before the present troubles in Persia. The Turks had 
seized strategic positions—a thing which the Russians lmd not done. They had 
brought in the Kurds with them ; they had taken possession of land ; they exercised 
administrative functions ; and they turned Persians into Turkish subjects. 

’ S!U “ , lt * ' va * TAte ready to Join in pointing out these things to the Turks at 
Ponstnntmople. I did not think the Turks were likely to withdraw until tliev felt sure 
that the Russian troops were withdrawn too. Rut when this withdrawal had been 
made 1 agreed that we must bring very strong pressure to hear upon the Turks to 
withdraw at least to their own side of the outer line of the ueutrnl zone, within which 
it had been decided years ago that the true frontier must be found. It would also be 
desirable that we should press the Turkish Government to agree to mediation for the 
final settlement of the frontier. 

Generally, M. Isvolsky expressed great satisfaction with the wav in which the 
Anglo-Russmn convention had stood the test of the disturbances in Persia. He 
thanked mo for what I had said with regard to the Russian officers, the Zil, and the 
young .Shall a tutor, finally, he said that it was evident we were in complete 
agreement. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[297151 No. 37ti. 


(No (i-,(i ) 8 ‘ r <! ' Sir Edicniv/ Grey.—(Received Auyu.il 7.) 

(Te'ugragbc^ ^ Oulahek, Auyu.it 7, 1909. 

■niril of SinnhH 1 '. f, ' m . in . vour , tt*lo*rram' No GO of the 6th August was the leading 
G no t ''".l "T'm'^ nary forces, "icm- nominal chief being merely a none too 
l, S u, i hinds 1 think that nationalists here would denv his bad record in 
of the n •“"?'* his K ; i38i "" nationality. One of the difficulties ahead 

s ill! ] r' n rn,, ”'! lt 151 lhl \ 'I't'-fou how ultimately to dispose of him and other 
ar " ll,0 ; ,glu eighty ; but I am of opinion 

! l!llSSI “ ’I' l nvsom only aggravate it. 

how diffimilt ‘ r ,s f "' lsel ;' felfained from raising the question, understanding 
In' ! W,1 ! ,h f p r ,ml <; V ver,,m, ' nt 10 wmovc them a. present 

• .. danger that the alarmist element among the, Russians here may by 
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asserting that the presence of these Caucasians in Tehran constitutes a menace to the 
safety of foreigners, and by other such methods, so work upon the Russian Government 
as to induce them to precipitate matters. 

Excellent order has up to now been maintained in Tehran by the present chief of 
police, and great embarrassment for the new Government would be caused by a demand 
for his removal, from which disorders would not improbably result—developments which 
certain Russian alarmists would no doubt welcome. 


[29734] No. 379. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyusl 7.) 

(No. 657.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, August 7, 1909. 

Z1L-ES-SULTAN left Reslit for Tehran 5th. 


[29756] No. 380. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyusl 7.) 

(No. 058.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Auyusl 7, 1909. 

PLEASE see your telegram to Mr. O’Beirne No. 1030 of the Ctli August: loan of 
Mr. Now. 

Some time ago my Russian colleague informed me that Russian Government 
understood that the post gave the holder control over all messages passing over the 
Persian wires, and they thought therefore that it should he in other thau British or 
Russian hands. I decided, after consultation with my Russian colleague and 
Mr. Barker, not to approach the new Minister of Telegraphs on the subject He is 
unlikely to revert to it of his own accord. The Director of the Indo-European 
Department thinks tlrnt a Persian had better fill the post if it cannot lie given to one 
of his employes. 

A despatch reporting the above has been sent, by post. 


[29757] No. 381. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received Auyusl 7.) 

(No. 059.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Auyusl 7, 1909. 

1 HAVE received the following telegram No. 175 from His Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabreez :— 

“ ‘s probable, although not as yet definitely decided, that one battery of artillery 
and two companies of infantry—some 700 men iii all—will shortly be withdrawn from 
the Russian force in Azerbaijan." 


[29758] No. 382. 

Sir G. Barclay h Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyusl 7.) 

(No. 060.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Auyusl 7, 1909. 

1I1S Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez has telegraphed as follows 
No. 17S:— 

“ Several villages in the Urumia district have been evacuated by the Turkish 
mops, who have withdrawn slightly nearer to the limits of Persian territory." 


[ 1005 ] 
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[29759] No. 383. 

Sir G. Barclag to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August $.) 

(No. 681.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 8 , 1909. 

IHh Persian Government have appointed Ain-ed-Dowleh as Governor-General of 
Shiraz. 

A portion of the reinforcement for His Majesty’s consulate at that, town can now 
be withdrawn without danger, f have given my authorisation for the departure of 
this portion, and trust that after the arrival of the new governor-general the remainder 
will he able to leave. 

Reference is to my telegram No. 647 of the 3rd August. 


[29754] No. 384. 

Mr. O'Heir ur to Sir Edward Greg. — (Received August S ' 

(No. 382.) 

(1 elegraphic.) 11. St. Petersburg!!, August 8, 1909. 

Uhl All 1 HUE of the ex-Shah. My telegram No. 379 [of 7th August], 

Letter received from Acting Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that no 
decision can lie taken as to His Majesty’s future place of residence until the next 
t ouneii of Ministers, which will probably be on 11th August. Whilst fully agreeing iu 
necessity of inviting lbs Majesty to leave as early as possible, his Excellency cannot 
give me definite reply before the date mentioned. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[299331 No. 385. 

Consul-General Co.r to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 7. Commercial.) 

S "’ I 111 VP., l , , . Bushire, July 18,1909. 

M l A \ L. the honour to place before you a memorandum on the prevailing condition 
ol tile trade routes within the sphere of my post, more especially of the Busliire-Shiraz 
route, drawn up for me by His Majesty’s vice-consul. 

I am Well aware that His Majesty’s Government are generally cognisant of the 
deplorable condition of ■'‘security into which all the main arteries of traffic iu Southern 
1 cram have boon thrown by the chronic state of chaos and anarchy under which the 
country has been labouring for the past three years. The subject was one of those 
specially commended to attention in my letter to the address of the Government of India 
and Ills Majesty s Minister dated tlie (ill. June, 1008; since then we have taken the 
opjiortimm afforded by the visit of Mr. Charles Akers to the Persian Gulf, to report 
upo“ commercial matters to the Foreign Office and the Hoard of Trade, to urge him to 
repivseiit at Ichraii, ami if iiossilc in London, how fundamentally the prospects of our 
commerce in tins region are bound uj> with and depend upon the question of security 
on the mam caravan routes leading from the coast of the Persian Gulf to the chief 
trading centres of the interior. 

lhe situation in the capital has now reached a well-marked stage, at which it 
seems possible that an opening may at any time offer itself for some definite action or 
form of co-operation on our part wait the central Government, in whatever form it may 
°" kl ft * ,he res °ratiou of order or the financing of reforms. 1 trust, therefore, that 
on $^Si?oXr W* i,,0p P° rt “ e for ‘N ^ubmiBsiou of the present note 

. 4 »>»y, 1 think, be taken for granted, from the variety of suggestions and schemes 
which have been put forward by dillereut officers of Government for policing the trade 
routes, that there are several methods by which a reasonable measure of security could 
be provided , but It is difficult to offer useful comment in regard to the details or 
rciulno advantages of individual schemes, until llis Majesty’s Government feel in a 
position to give their representatives some idea of the extent and general lines of 
pc,ration disguised intervention which their present policy renders feasible 
eliding that time lean do little more than urge upon them the pressing necessity 
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which appears to me, from the local point of view, to exist for the inauguration of some 
reasonably effective measure for rescuing the several important British firms engaged 
in the trade to Southern Persia, via the Gulf ports, from the veritable slough of despond 
into which they are slowly sinking. 

Failing some early step on the part of Government in this direction, one cannot 
but feel convinced that they will be forced to resign themselves to retirement from the 
field—an ominous contingency, which I should witness with great regret and dismay. 

A copy of this despatch is being submitted to His Majesty’s Minister. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General for Pars, &c. 


Inclosure iu No. 385. 

Memorandum respecting the Disorders on the Trade Routes of Southern Persia. 

THE state of trade iu Southern Persia is at the present time most seriously 
affecting British interests. This is especially true of Fars. The result of two years’ 
fighting amongst the Kashgai,- Lur, aud Arab tribes, in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, 
and along the caravan routes leading to that trade centre was, in the first place, to 
render the dispatch of goods into the districts normally fed by Shiraz quite unsafe; 
and, iu consequence, to cause an overflooding and congestion of goods in Shiraz itself. 

This market, like that of Bushire, has subsisted for years almost entirely on 
British credit; during the current period of unrest bills have had to be met, aud to 
find money goods have had to be disposed of, usually at a heavy loss. On the other 
hand, the British firms have found outstandings ever harder and harder to get in, and 
at the best their accounts are often only partially settled. 

Iu addition to the insecurity prevailing round Shiraz and along the Ispahan road, 
and the outlying buying centres, bail harvests and the political troubles have further 
undermined the position of all trade in Southern Persia. 

Two-and-a-half years of this state of affairs have damaged the stability of most 
Persian traders; there has been no chance of making losses good ; many bankruptcies 
have occurred in Bushire, and enquiries at which I have been present have brought 
home to me the heavy losses incurred by some British firms, and the jeopardy into 
which the capital, which all firms have outstanding, is already thrown. 

A British Indian firm of Bombay, established for more than fifty years in Bussornh 
and Bushire, is closing up its Bushire branch. 

Messrs.^ David Sassoon and Co. (Limited) had, so I understood, some time ago 
more than 50,0001. outstanding from their Bushire office, though this has since been 
considerably reduced ; and we were informed at one time that this very old house in 
Persia were threatening to withdraw altogether unless something was done to help 
British trade over the Shiraz route. 

Messrs. Dixon and < 'o. have large sums outstanding due to their Bushire office 
alone, and their affairs in Ispahan arc said to be in an unsatisfactory position. 

Messrs. Livingstone, Zevtoou, and Co. (Limited), a new firm, have found their 
venture so far quite unprofitable. Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. have practically ceased 
dealing iu merchandise, and confine themselves lo the work of a shipping agency. 

Piece-goods have not been coming forward in any quantity for the past three 
months. The year March 1908-9 has seen the import of Manchester goods alone into 
Bushire reduced from 439,9371. to 318,3751.; the year 1909-10 promises to bo infinitely 
worse, the first quarter's figures being only 11,5851. 

It cannot be denied that the commercial supremacy of Great Britain in Southern 
Persia and the districts bordering the Gulf has gained greatly iu importance owing to 
recent developments of the political situation. It therefore seems all the more 
necessary for us lo come to the assistance of existing British commercial institutions, 
nil enable them to tide over the present critical period of anarchy in Southern Persia. 

I his cannot be done, unless some definite commercial policy is adopted by the 
British authorities, and early action taken to give effect to it. 

Tile question on which everything primarily hinges is the safety of the caravan 
routes. I lie importance of this has been repeatedly pressed by one officer after 
another even w hen the province of Fars was in relatively good order, and the matter is 
far more urgent now. 
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The proclamation, or even the inception,-of a constitution does not in itself offer 
any probability of the slightest improvement in the safety of the Bushire-Shiraz and 
the Bunder Abbns-Kerman routes. It must take years to bring Fars back' to a 
condition of reasonable security and prosperity. 


Danger of Encroachment by Russian Trade. 

It is evident that the continuance of disturbance along those arteries of trade, 
while diminishing trade in goods of British origin, tends to open markets like Yezd, 
Shiraz, Kerman, and Ispahan to the descent of Russian trade from the north; and His 
Majesty's consul at Kerman has recently complained that Russian cotton-goods have 
been displacing British because of the insecurity on the Bunder Abbas route. 


Extortion by Khans along Roads. 

lhe local chieftains along the ISO miles of the Bushire-Shiraz road have become 
independent of the governor-general of Fars, and are in a constant state of warfare 
with each other. The posts are tampered with and robbed every few weeks. 

Despite the specific engagement entered into by t|ie Persian Government in the 
commercial convention of 100.3, article 4, rahdari is extorted by armed tribesmen 
along the ruute in ever-increasing amounts. A statement of these exactions is 
appended. A sum of 1 kran is even extracted by the Kakmtar at the gate of Bushire, 
and when protest was made m 1907 the local governor simply replied that he was 
powerless, as the Minister of I'inauee still included this item iu the schedule of revenue 
which the governors of Bushin* have to make good ; if the Persian Government would 
erase the item from the schedule, he, the governor, would cause the levy to be 
discontinued. 

Caravans are liable to be molested at all points and on every route leading from 
Bushire. 

The deviation from Sliief, situated 9 miles from Bushire by sea, has been alluded 
to in all receut trade reports. It is shimued by all British and the principal Persian 
merchants on account of its many inconveniences and reputation for pilferages. The 
klian of Augoli, desirous ot the caravan route passing through his territorv—the exclu¬ 
sive right of which he has for three years past tried to obtain by large bribes offered to 
local governors loses no opportunity which fortune or a weak governor may place in 
m • . coerc . in £ “luloteers. by imposts or by detention of mules, into using the 

olnef-Daliki road. ^ Only lately he exacted a fine of 50 tomans (approximately 101.) 
besides randan dues from an unprotected caravan of 70 mules, which was 
approaching Bushire by the main route, which borders on his land. 


State of the Main Route. 

The " Imperial " road, passing through Bqrazjun, Daliki, and up the mountains to 
Kasserun, iiuw iu use for many years past, lias been blocked for the last two months by 
1 10 K r . oat "‘“ell has joined the khan of Kmuarij and the headman of Daliki and 
tho khau of Jtoruzjun. Report says that disputes about the passage of caravans have 
been the origin of the fetal. lighting has been heavy, and the narrow passes in the 
hands of the combatants, lhe dangers of the present situation are shown by the 
recent bring on the Russian acting consul-general, although he was travelling with an 
escort of ossaeks. I he telegraph olliee at Kunar Takhte has been a centre for opera- 
tions. In 1008 the unrest was focussed a little further on, between Kitninrij and 
Ktueruu; 191 t was marked by troubles in the Kashgni tribe between Kazertm am I 
blura-/. and by a series of postal robberies. 

The main route being so hampered for traffic, native merchants in Shiraz have been 
of late endeavouring to arrange with the Kashgai Ilkhani for the transport of caravans 
r , • , TW i ,0UI °' " uc . 1 ' ', u 118 ^’uurse to Bushire, traverses Dashti territorv, a 
district inhabited by a very lawless population, and Tangistau. The absence of‘the 
telegraph on tins route and the likelihood of robbery occurring without the slightest 
chance of compensation being obtained, and other difficulties in the shape of dearth of 
forage, provisions and caravan accommodation make British merchants very eharv of 
trusting their goods to n. • •' 


Dearth of Transport. 

Another serious feature has been the dearth of mule transport which has arisen. 
Muleteers have been so ill-treated and so plagued by robbers and “ roadguards ” during 
the past two years that a very large number have forsaken the route altogether and 
gone to the Yezd road or even more north still, to the Resht road. The result is that 
even wljen a short spell of comparative tranquillity does occur, merchants cannot 
depend upon being able to get transport. 

Whereas in 1905 from 5,000 to 7,000 mules are stated to have been constantly 
engaged between Bushire and Shiraz, now in 1909 a British forwarding agency and 
Persian mule-brokers estimate them at between 2,000 and 8,000, Some 1,500 Shiraz 
mules are stated to have forsaken the Bushire road for the Resht and Kermaushah 
routes (which aro not in the British sphere of influence). No large caravan had come 
down from Shiraz to Bushire from March to June 1909, and then only via Firuzabad. 


Price of Transport. 

The price of transport has risen to such an extent that it has become a burden on 
trade. 

The following figures show clearly the rise from the normal since the period of 
anarchy commenced:— 

Kraus. 

’ lb.. 185 railos .. .. 91). 80, CO 


1900 .. 

1901 

1902 .. 

1904 .. 

1905 .. 
March 1906-7 

„ 1907-S 

.. 1908-9 

1909-10 


80 

80-90 

85-95-75-95-110 
150-220-140-150 
100-120-110-90-110 
140-160-170-220 
200-250-800 


from, approximately, 1/. 9j. to 5/. 3.».) 


hieurancc. 

A further proof of the straits to which commerce has been reduced along the 
Shiraz road is shown in the premium rates of insurance companies in England. 

Formerly 15s. per 1001, was accepted by most underwriters for cotton Imlos from 
Manchester toShiraz and Ispahan, and included risk of robbery. In 1907 the rate was 
30s., I think ; while in 1908 the long list of robberies had sent the rate up to ‘10s., and 
very few companies could ho found to accept the risk. By April 1909 practically all 
insurance to Shiraz was refused in England, war risks being asked, which means 61. to 
101. per 1001, 

The result is that the risk of robbery between Bushire and Shiraz falls on the 
British exporter, not on the insurance company as hitherto, nor on the Persian buyer. 


Hecovcrg of Claims. 

Recovery of clnimswas, up till 1000, frequently effected from the Far* Government, 
hut during the lust eighteen mouths claims for British merchandise stolen on the 
Bushire-Shiraz road, with a value of 3,Sill tomans (approximately 0201.), have been 
left unsettled and unattended to by the Persian authorities. These claims wore 
advanced by British agencies alone. 

Prospects of Order being restored. 

Lawlessness is so far advanced on the Bushire-Shiraz route that it is doubtful if 
any governor-general of Fars will have the necessary influence and troops to restore 
order. 

Persians concerned iu the forwarding business to the interior appeur to look to 
the British authorities alone for the necessary power to replace the road on a secure 
footing and repress illegal exactions. 

A seyyid, one of the two principal Persian merchants in Bushire, told me a few 
[1665] 3 L 
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days ago that, in his belief, matters would bccomo even worse to what they were, and 
that possibly, besides entailing grave political results, would certainly mean the 
ruination of Persian traders on a large scale, with the resultant effects on the British 
capital employed. 

Further, the prevailing disorders on the two southern roads have had the effect of 
depreciating the receipts of tho southern customs to an amount which quite fails to 
suffice for the interest due towards the British loan and the interest pledged on the 
customs to the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

It is proposed to draw attention elsewhere to the disastrous effect which wholesale 
smuggling is having on the stability of many traders, but it is indirectly connected 
with the road question. 

Policing of the Road. 

The first stage towards restoring security for trade in the South is the proper 
policing of the roads, and every European who knows Southern Persia at the present 
time despairs of this, unless it is done under foreign supervision. 

Several suggestions have been put forward, such ns the formation of a transport 
company, which would furnish its own guards; tho enlistment of a corps of Persian 
guards controlled by officers, with a leaven of non-commissioned officers and men of 
the Indian army, or the temporary employment of an Indian pioneer regiment on the 
road, who would busy themselves with removing the physical difficulties of the road 
and fixing upon a possible alignment for a future route for railed traffic, while <mardin<* 
the transport of caravans. h 

Interest and Importance attached to Hushire Road. 

Finally, in emphasising the especial interest which British commerce and British 
policy have m tile Bttshtre-Shiraz route, one point deserves mention. 

T here appears to be some apprehension that it is desired to promote the diversion 
of traffic from the Gulf to Ispahan to the Aliwaz-Ispulmn route (Lynch's concession) in 
preference to the Bushire road, as more important to British interests. It is true that 
a certain amount, of cargo destined for transport via Shiraz has, owing to the recent 
perilous condition of tho latter road, had to be reshipped to Ahwnz, but, on the whole 
tlie re alive importance of the two routes for the transport of British goods and the 
spread of British trade is not t.. be compared. The Ahwaz-Ispnhan route is hampered 
• sm, ; v f,,r a . considerable period during the winter season, it possesses no caravanserais 
nor telegraph facilities, and, more particularly, it passes through no large trading 
centres or trading populations on its course to Ispahan. The Bushire road, on the 
oilier Hand, traverses Borazjun and kuzerun, an agricultural centre, on its wav to 
tilnriiz. and north of Shiraz it proceeds via Abadeh and Kumeshah to Ispahan. To 
s,),m ‘ •JXtem the i ezd market is also dependent on this route. 

For some generations past, the trading instincts along this road have been 
encouraged, and there are now flourishing native commercial communities, with great 
interdependence of interests, m Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan, of which the forwarding 
system is not tho least. 

But the basis of the prosperity of all three towns is largely British credit, with 
winch business is earned on,and, were the normal transport of merchandise to Ispahan 
b> the Bushire road to lie transferred permanently, or for any length of time, to the 
Ahwaz route linush trade and enpual in Shiraz and Bushire must, in my judgment. 


n. G. CHICK. 


Statement of Sums exacted by Tufangchis, Ac., on Merchandise transported 
between Bushire and Kazerun. 


Bushire— 

At gate 
Outiido gate 
Chogadak 

Ahmedi .. 
Isavnnd.. 
Chah-i-khaui 
Khushab 
Borazjun 

Tul-i-Borazjuu 

Jatta 

Karoul-Kliane 
Ab-Gandeh 
Llaliki .. 


Konar Takhte 

•fafferjin 

Taklitcki 

Cheroon.. 

Kotnl-i-Kunmrij 

Tang-i-Turkau 

Caravanserai 

Bins 

K.iwa-Khanc* 

Kazerun 


Per 25 mules .. 
i. (khan) 

„ (tufangchi 

Per mule 
Per 25 mules .. 

Per mule 

(khan) 

Per 25 mules .. 


Per mule 

I (tufangchi) 

j Per 25 mules .. 

1 Per mule 

1 Per 25 mules (13 lb. sugar) 
Per 25 mules 
| Per mule 

1t (khan) 



= approximately 15 krs. j>er mule. 


1 lie sum of 15 krails per mule over this distance is equivalent in •">* w 

ft ftfc SSras ^rdssjsi 

“* Article 3 of the Customs Herniations. 

ss s ass 


a g. c. 
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[ 29934 ] No. 380. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received August 9.) 

(No. 8. Commercial.) 

Bus hire f July 18,1909. 

IN continuation of my telegram from Fao dated the 1 7th instant, 1 have the 
honour to submit a copy of the agreement concluded on the 10th duly, 1909, between 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) and the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Urgencies which I find awaiting disposal on my return to head-quarters to-dav 
prevent iny submitting with it, as I had intended, a memorandum of comment which I 
have recorded in rough, together with a copy of my letter of assurance to the sheikh 
in connection with the question of reversion. 1 shall do so by uext post, and request 
that you will be pleased to await my further communication before the terms of the 
agreement are critically examined. 

1 have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Rritish Resided in t'>e Persian Gulf , and His 
llritunnir Majesty's Consul-General for Pars, Sr. 


Inclosure in No. 880. 

Agreement entered into between the Anglo- Pei sum Oil Comjiuuy ( Limited ) and the Sheikh 
at Mohammerah, dated Almaz, the lOf h July, 1909. 

AOULLMLXT entered into between the Sardar Arfa, Amir Nuyuu, Sheikh Khaza’l 
Khan ibu Haji .Inbir Khan, Sheikh of Mohammerah, on behalf of himself, heirs and 
successors, and his tribesmen, on the one part, hereinafter called “the sheikh, and 
Messrs. Anglo-Porsian 'hi Company (Limited), of London, on the other part, hereinafter 
called “ the company," in respect of lands required by the said company in the terri¬ 
tories of the former, fur tin? puqioscs of their business under the exclusive privileges 
of the concession granted to Mr. W K. H’Arcy by Mis Majesty the Shall of Persia on 
the 28th May, 1901. 

Whereby it is agreed that : 

1. Thu sheikh undertakes to hire ti> the -aid company an area free of date trees 
of 05o j a ribs, of -I J»09 square yards per jarib, on Abbadan island, situated between 
the village of Bnrnim on the north-west and Huwnrdeli on the south-east,, having a 
frontage of about 2,000 yards on the Shatt-ul-Arab; ami also a strip of land, not less 
than do yards in breadth, for a right of way connecting the land above-mentioned with 
the Balimanshir Liver, but the public rights nt way must remain. 

2. Should the said company find the ground selected as above, after further 
examination, not suitable for their requirements, they should have the right to select 
other sites of the same area and same description. 

Should tin* company require more land, free of date trees, adjacent to the lauds 
leased to them, the sheikh undertakes, in case the company asks for such land within a 
space of two years lroiu the date of this agreement, to grant them land not exceeding 
KH) jaribs in area at the same moderate rate. If the said company ask for more land 
after two years from the date of this agreement, they shall pay rental at the fair 
current rate of the time for similar land in those localities 

3. The sheikh further undertakes to grant, free of charge to the company, a strip 
of land for the laying of such pipe-lines as may be necessary, altovc or below ground, 
situated in his lands or in those lands for the time being under his jurisdiction, or 
leased or purchased by him from others, with access thereto; and also to grant free, in 
connection with tin* said pipe-line, such uncultivated land as may be ueeded by them 
for telegraph ur telephone stations or pumping stations, or quarters for line inspectors 
and staff, having an area of M jaribs for each pumping station and 1} jaribs for each 
of the other stations. 

It is to be understood that at the expiration of the concession, or of any extension 
or renewal thereof, the company shall relinquish every pumping or other statiou that 
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may be erected on these lands, and shall not be entitled to demand any refund of 
expenses in this connection. 

It is agreed that in places where the pipe-line is exposed guards shall be appointed. 
Further, that the sheikh will exert himself to the utmost to prevent the wilful setting 
fire to the oil in the pipe. In the event of such a contingency occurring, lie will 
endeavour, to the utmost of his power to trace and punish the offenders and, if they 
possess anything, to recover compensation, but the sheikh does not accept personally 
any pecuniary liability for loss which may accrue to the company from this cause, aud 
will not pay compensation. 

■I. The sheikh further undertakes to hire to the company an area or areas, 
aggregating 10 jaribs, at Ahwaz and Nasiri, having frontage on the eastern bank 
(edge) of the River Karun, for the storage of material aud building of storehouses and 
such other buildings as are needed for the company’s business, at a rate of 11. per jarib 
per annum ; /.<?., that the yearly amount of the rent thereof will be 101. 

J he company have power to select a site or sites on the eastern edge of the Karun, 
located opposite the island in the river, upstream from the garden adjacent to the 
landing place used by steamers plying on the Upper Karun. Should the company lirnl 
the ground selected as above, after further examination, not suitable for their require¬ 
ments, they shah, have the right to select other sites of the same area and description 
and whatever buildings there shall be on these areas shall be left by tho company on 
the expiry of tho lease or of any extension or renewal thereof, and they are not entitled 
to demand any refund of expenses in this connection. 

o. In older that the company may be satisfied that it has received from the sheikh 
good and sufficient title to these lands, and that no one in future Can put forward any 
claim in regard to the lands, the sheikh undertakes, for the complete validity thereof, 
to cause this document to be signed aud sealed by the ciders of bis tribes. 

fi. The sheikh further undertakes to appoint watchmen for the efficient guarding 
of the property of the company in each district situate within his territories through 
which the pipes may be laid, or in which the company’s property may bo exposed to 
possible loss, the salary of such watchmen to be paid by tho company themselves. 
He will furnish tho representative of tho company with the names of liis own repre¬ 
sentatives, so that on the representative of the company on the spot preferring a request 
the sheikh will instruct his representatives to detail trustworthy men for the work. 

Any changes in the personnel of the representatives of tho sheikh will be intimated 
to the representative of tho company in due course. 

7. 8o long as the sheikh guarantees tho guards employed by tho company, ho 
undertakes to recover any property stolen by the said guards themselves, or by reason 
of their connivance, and in the event of non-recovery to compensate tho company for tho 
loss sustained. In the case of theft under other circumstances, or of any wilful damage 
being done to the pipe-line or tanks thereof, or any other property belonging to the 
company, the sheikh undertakes to do his utmost to trace the offenders, and, in the 
event of their being identified, should they prove to belong to his jurisdiction, or should 
they be found therein, to inflict upon them such punishment as will bo an example and 
deterrent to others against the perpetration of such acts, and also a means of making 
the company s property respected in his territory. That is to say—if it should bo 
ascertained that the culprit or robber is not in the Shah's limits, and does not belong 
to his jurisdiction, the sheikh should not be held responsible. 

8. 1 lie sheikh further grants tho right to the company to make all burnt and 
uuhurnt bricks and tiles required by them in the lands for tho time being in the hands 
of the company, and also to erect on the lands occupied by them in accordance with tho 
articles of this agreement, all buildings, structures, and machinery as may be needed 
by them for the proper execution of their business. 

I he qpmpany undertakes that, on the expiry of the concession or of tho period of 
i •i C i X * cn ’ S i , °n or *’ enowa ^ thereof, all these lands which have been acquired from the 
sheikh on lease or free of charge shall he abandoned, and shall be given back into the 
hands of the sheikh, and the said company will have no further rights in them. 

9. 1 his lease of land and all the conditions pertaining thereto shall remain in force 
for tho full period of the concession granted to Mr. W. K. D’Arcy by His Imperial 
Majesty the Shall of Persia dated the 28th May, 1901, and of any extension or renewal 
thereof. Hut on the expiration of tho original period, in the event of there being an 
extension or renewal of the concession, the rent shall he fixed at 1,5001. per annum 
payable annually m advance, and the sheikh sliall have no right to demand any further 
increase. If, in consideration of the exigencies of their business, tho company should 
wish to curtail the period of the lease, in that case 12 calendar (Christian) months* 

[1000] 3 
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notice of tlieir intention must lie given in writing to the sheikh prior to the termination 
of the lease-such notice will be sent to the sheikh through His Britannic Majesty's 
consul at Moliammerah. If the lease should be thus curtailed, the company shall make 
?, ,"?., for , r ,d °£ money that has been paid in advance on account of rent, and the 
sheikh likewise shall make no claim for rent for the unexpired period of the lease 
* E f l ®«y “Me company dcsiro to acquire land on the Karun or Sliatt-el- 
Arab at, Mohammerah or Ahwaz, or any other point anywhere in the country under tho 
sheikh s jurisdiction, for wharves or warehouses for the purposes of their business, the 
sheikh undertakes as far as possible to assist tho said company in procuring the said 
land at favourable rates of lease. It is to be understood that such rent will Ire paid bv 
the company themselves. 1 J 

II. In consideration of the lease of the lauds mentioned in paragraph 1 tho 
company undertake to pay rent at a rate of 050/. per annum, such rent to be paid in 
advance every ten years, namely, tho amount due to be paid to the sheikh by drafts of 
the company, such payment to be made through Ills Britannic Majesty's consul at 
.Mohammerah in exchange for the receipt of the sheikh, 

I’lie first payment shall be made by the company within three days of notice beimr 
received by tho directors of tho completion of this agreement, 

it, !\1 *'? ™ m P an - v ,m t,10 ! r part agree not to engage without the cognizance of 
the sheikh, tribesmen for their work, or m any way to interfere in tribal matters 
,, , , V 10 as lessocs " f tiMfo '“"‘Is.agree that all treasure-trovo throughout 

ho lands eased to the company, and other lands given under this agreement, belong to 
the sheikh alone. By treasure-trove" is meant coins, jewellery, and objects of 
antiquity. J 

H. The company bind themselves to take into their employ its guards and 
watchmen only such persons as the sheikh or his representatives in the various 
^bnes mmr ntnte to bn trustworthy, and the company agree that on receipt, from the 
Sheikh of the expression of a wish for flic dismissal of any snch guard or watchman 
they w,II net m accordance with Ins request, but only so long as support to the 
enforcement of their authority over the company’s employes is received from the 

B ern wliee ,leu 'T r aSS ' Sl ?'' < ' B '» th« detection of thieves and ptmislm.ent of 
them whin detected, il subject to lus jurisdiction, shall be real and effective 

■ 1 he payments to unmounted guards and watch,„c„ engaged from among the 

shLik IS men will lie made by tile company on the following scale: 50 lerans per 

month of Christ,an calendar without food, or any higher sum that the company 

niin think necessary, and this sum will be paid by them 15 .lays subsequent to 

, u uun-e , "w'^ f , ‘ " r lf ,' lu ' " ,il1 «" ar<l8 ““'I 'tollmen do 

not agn < o work fo ..o 'brans per monib or the further sun, above indicated, then the 
company shall have the right to bring guards ami watchmen from some other place but 
they s! i.iM not import them from localities at enmity with the sheikh, and only so long 
as til pay of such men shall not be greater than the sum offered to the sheikh’s men * 
of o,, ;,„ '," m “ without giving due notice 

tin Itiv ., “,7 " " f ' L ' C °I npa, , ly tl,at lr ‘ l»“y forfeited, and without 
i xtoption all native employes are engaged on those terms. 

inllicnes'in ,lm'!T y , r Ti n w'° 11 Vi'^ 01 V0S tllu li « l " '« punish their employes by 
. r ft 1 1 1 ■ f '" on ."' s P?y “ s a maxiniuni, and in the event of the 

C lauom .,r the said employes warranting a heavier pmiisliiuent, they will lie handed 
mer to the representative ..I the sheikh at the nearest place, and the latter, under tho 
sheikh s instructions, will use Ins utmost endeavours to uphold tho authority of the 
wnputiy over their employes and the respect of their properly among the people of t o 
district, so avoiding unnecessary trouble to both parties of this agreement. 

1H. lus agreement and nil the articles therein are accepted bv the sheikh and 
wll'oevor tlrey'nriy'lie' 8 1Un80 ’ al "' ,K ' lrB ' “ ll(1 successors, and on his tribesmen, 

111. This agreement is considered to lie in force from the date on which it is 

Stguial from winch date the company I.. liable for the above-nan,ed rental. 

-* ■ "T'-' r ar.se between the sheikh or his representatives and the 

company or the.r representatives, such eases shall I,.Ijnste.l i„ a friendly mad 

linol icinl manner between the parties concerned. Should settlement not be achieved 
'• this means, the matter in question shall be referred to His BHtnnnie Majesty’s 

eons"' a Moliammerah and the latter shall ... to settle the matter in disnute 

personally and 111 formally with the sheikh, and in tile event of their not bein" able to 

Persian'('*,lf ‘ whose »'til' "" fX !“ ll * Manner "• the resiZu n ^ 

i oramn Uml, whose scttliMncnt shall bo considort'd final. 
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'. h ', s a f£Sj ment of le ?. se llas ,)ce " written, signed, and sealed at Ahwaz this 
16th July, 1.I0J, corresponding to 27th Jamad-us-Sani, 1327, in duplicate 
It is correct. gueuwj. 

Khaza’l bin Jabir. 

. ^ For and on behalf of 

A\Tm A DITDOI 4 XT ATr _ 


ANGL0-PERS1AN OIL COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Witnessed— 

Seal of Mahomed Am 


(Ilnji Ilais-ut-Tujjar). 
Witness to signature of 
Lloyd, Scott, & Co., 

A. T. Wtt.soN', Lt. I.A. 


LLOYD, SCOTT, & CO. 
Agents, 
by the hand of 
•T. B. LLOYD. 


[29789] No.387 

Sir G. Lo.rlher to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 026. Confidential.) 

Sir, 

T MAVIS' .It , , , Constantinople, August 4, 1909. 

'"’ ,l ... f 1W i. £'«“ £ 

I have, &e. 

GERARD LOWTII lilt. 


Inelosure in No. 387. 

Men.or.mdum by Consul-General Ramsay respecting farei.jn Troops in Persia. 

(No. 21. Confidential.) 

I I Iir\K I should add confidentially something to my official reuort of this date 
J0 “ t L° diZil for J, " j ' ell " d 1 ‘ n “«“»* 10 interference in'lWim *** 

nenerVbeea .t f t“ e Cllltlvate ver >' close relatione with the Russian consul- 

11,i. ii£Sfc„!"'“, pjab; "t “ ”" 1 “ l » ~ l ~ tai. 

fi, S r ' k ’ ,1 ‘ ho do8 P r| bcd as a most turbulent place, and a centre 

influlnei w?ib ib p J?f8 auda -, *'>“1 outside Baku the man who had the most 

ge 1 1 , Russians out of Persia. Soyyid Kadi,cm Yezidi is very much respecled mid he 

srssra saar i ESI 

- 3 : 1 .- 

savs V V: '\ p,eSBnt ', vhon ,hn Mujtelied’s reply was given to M Masehkow 

.t 

A certain Mirza Asad Ullah Khan, who speaks French fluently, has been to see 
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me twice lately, and he brought letters of introduction from Mullah Mahommcd Kadhem 
Khorassani and from Seyyid Abdullah Bebahani. He said that the Mujtehcds were 
anxious to send a deputation to call on me, and asked if I would receive it. I said 
that I was always glad to receive people who wished to see me, but that, as regards 
Persian affairs, I was not authorised to enter into any negotiations. I would, however, 
hoar what was said, and it was naturally my business to keep my Government informed 
of all matters that interested it. Apparently Mirza Asad Ullah Khan misunderstood 
what I said, for on his second visit ho said that he had been directed to ask me to get 
special permission to receive a deputation. I repeated that I needed no special 
permission to receive a deputation, but it was out of the question for me to suggest 
that I should bo authorised to conduct any kind of negotiations concerning Persia, 
because His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran could alone do this, and any division of 
authority could not fail to lead to misunderstandings and trouble. T repeated that I 
would receive a deputation and listen to all they had to say, but that I should probably 
not be able to give thorn an answer. 

Asad Ullah Khan also insisted that we were throwing away the popularity gained 
by years of honest effort, and he said that it was the universal idea that Persia should 
be for the Persians, yet there was this difference, that the Russians were hated and 
mistrusted, while the English were looked upon as friendly and honest. 

Mirza Asad Ullah hinted at some plan which the Mujtehcds wanted to lay before 
me, but I could not get him to outline what it was likely to be. Putting together 
what he said, what M. Maschkow said, and what I hear from the vice-consul at Kcrbela, 
I should not be surprised if the plan of the Mujteheds is to bring pressure on Russia 
to withdraw her troops by causing disturbances in the Caucasus. It would of course 
be impossible for me to pretend that such a course would be approved by the British 
Government. 

As far as I am in a position to judge, it seems clear to me that as long as Russian 
troops remain in Persia the whole influence of Kerbela and Nejef will be used to make 
their position untenable, and there will be continued danger of the most awkward 
incidents arising. 

So far then* seems to bo no serious spirit of fanaticism against the Euglish, but 
it is difficult to guess how long we can appear to support the retention of Russian 
troops in Persia without forfeiting the good opinions we have earned. M. Maschkow 
is a ( aucasian himself and is an autocrat to the biickbonc. I do not for a moment 
believe that his sympathies are with the liberal party, and I doubt if his official 
training has been so strict as to force him in all circumstances to appear to see eye to 
eye with us. 1 doubt if he could resist the temptation of showing England in an 
unfavourable light. 1 write this, of course, in the strictest confidence, and I offer it 
merely as my personal opinion. 


[29982] No. 388. 

Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 

S> r i t Manchester, August 7, 1909. 

HIE President of this (’hambor had the honour of forwarding to you, on the 
3rd instant, a letter which ho had received from firms connected with this Chamber 
who are interested in trade with Mid and Southern Persia. He now desires mo to 
enclose a communication received from Messrs. E. S. Davids Sons and Co., and others 
who have commercial relations with Northern Persia. 

Thr President commends these further representations to you, feeling assured that 
you will take such action as you properly can. 

I inn, &c. 

WALTER SPEAK MAN, Secretary. 


Inclosure iu No. 388. 

Messrs. Davids Sons and Co. and others to the Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Sir, Manchester, August 5, 1909. 

\V E, the undersigned shippers, interested in the trade of Persia, beg to draw the 
attention of your Board to serious complaints received by cable from our houses and 
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agents abroad concerning the unsafe condition of the caravan routes in Persia 
especially between Kennanshah and Hamadan, which, for some weeks, have been 
infested bv robber bands who made the passage of caravans most risky and caused the 
trade to be completely paralyzed. Wo further understand that, at the present time, a 
large quantity of goods is held up en route and in serious danger of being looted. It 
appears to us that, since the advent of the now Government in Persia, the authorities 
seem to have less control over the tribes; consequently they have latterly been more 
darmg ni their attack on the caravans. We need hardly point out what a disastrous 
effect this state of affairs is having and likely to have on British trade in Persia. May 
we suggest that you would kindly communicate with His Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for roreigu Affairs, with a view to telegraphic instructions being sent to His Majesty’s 
Minister at 1 ehran, requesting him to bring beforo the notice of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment the need for a prompt action to secure the safety of the roads so as to enable 
goods to travel between the trade centres without the risk of looting or molestation. 
Hoping you will give this communication favourable consideration and forward same 
to the Right Honourable Sir Edward Grey, requesting him to take what action he may 
deem necessary to protect our interests. 

We are, &c. 

E. S. DAVIDS SONS AND CO. 
(and others). 


[29983] No. 389. 

Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received August 9.) 

hlr ’ T ... , , , _ 25, Abchurch Lane, London, August 7, 1909. 

1 AM requested by the Hoard of Directors to forward for your information au 
extract from a confidential letter addressed to this office by the cliief manager of the 
bank m Tehran, dated the 21st July, 1909. 

I have, &c. 

G. NEWELL, Manager. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 389. 

Imperial Hank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London. 
(Confidential.) 

(Extract.) . . , . Tehran, July 21, 1909. 

ADD is quiet hero again, but for tins no thanks aro due to the numerous foreigners 
(other than British), who did nil in their power to bring in the Russian troops from 
Ka/.vm. M. Snhhne was hard pressed from all sides, but at the most critical moment 
both lus and Sir George Barclay s most vnluublo asset was the British colony who 
remained in .1 ehran throughout the trouble and never uttered a word of complaint 
n this connection I enclose Sir Georgo Barclay’s telegram to me of the 18th instant 
together with copy of my reply. ’ 

Now that the people liavo worked their will, it remains to ho scon with what 
modemt 1011 and good sense they will conduct a situation wbicli is fraught with many 
difficulties, not the least of which is the presence of a largo and very' umlosirablo 
element of Caucasian freebooters. 

1 ho Gorman view here is that M. Subline lost his opportunity, and, of course 
Ihoirs at the sarno time. 1 don’t think they feel quite so happy with Mahomed Ali off 
he throne and the prospect of dealing with a constitutiou which promises to bo anti- 
Gernum. t he Board s message has been communicated to the new Shall, who came to 
town yesterday for the purpose of being crowned to-day. 

It appears that the Imperial crown was pawned with the Banque d’Escompte last 
December, and has not yet been redeomod. 


3 N 


[1GG5] 
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lnclosure 2 in No. 389. 

Sir G. Barclay to Mr. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Gulahek, July 19, 1909. 

OWING to press of business, I have not been able before to express my high 
appreciation of the eourago, coolness, and good sense shown by the British community 
during the very trying conditions of the last week. I beg you to convey this message 
to the members of your staff, and to express to them my gratitude for their conduct. 


lnclosure 3 in No. 389. 

Mr. Wood to Sir G. Barclay. 

Sir, Tehran, July 20, 1909. 

I HATE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of yesterday, which 
has been communicated to my stall', and I hasten now to join them in thanking you 
for tho kind expressions convoyed in your message. 

I huvo, &c. 

A. 0. WOOD. 

lnclosure 4 in No. 389. 

Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) July 19, 1909. 

COMMUNICATE following through the Regent:— 

Tho Chairman Imperial Bank of Porsia and Board oiler their congratulations, with 
respectful and sincere wishes for the happiness and prosperity of Persia under His 
Imperial Majesty Sultan Ahmad Shah and the Regent, his Highness Azad-ul-Mulk. 


129956] No. 390. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 062.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulnhek, August 9, 1909. 

II1S Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabrcez telegraphed to tne yesterday as 
follows, No. 170:— 

“ I learn front Russian consul-general that a relative of the Maku khans has sought 
refuge in Russian vice-consulate at Bayu/.id, with the object of obtaining Russian pro¬ 
tection for tho khanate, which he declares tint nationalists are threatening. Russian 
vice-consul fears that the khan may call in the Turks if tin; Russian Government do 
not accord him their protection. My Russian colleague, in reply to his Government’s 
request for his views on this matter, has stated that the dispatch of a small force to 
Maku ostensibly for the protection of Russian subjects was in his opinion tho only way 
to save the khanate.” 

M. Saldino is recommending to his Government that he be authorized, in concert 
with me, to urge upon the Persian Government the advisability of proclaiming a 
general amnesty. By this means tho disorders entailed by such movements ns that 
directed against Maku, which the nationalists appear to have in view, would bo 
avoided; and the constant applications for protection from nervous reactionaries with 
which my Russian colleague is being plagued would no longer trouble the two legations. 

I fully concur in M. Saldino's recommendation, and think that we might suggest that 
the amnesty should tako tho same lines as that put forward in the programme of 
reforms which wo submitted to the late Shah. 

(Confidential.) 

I lie number of undesirables who have been granted Russian protection in the past 
is causing my colleague some embarrassment. 


[29767] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auaust 9.) 

(No. 063.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 9,1909. 

THE Persian Government havo arrested Zil-cs-Sul tan's further progress towards 
Tehran near Menjil on the Resht road. I have received a communication from his sons 
begging for my intervention, but I declined to act in the matter. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 

(No 661.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 9, 1909. 

PLEASE see St. Petersburgh telegrams Nos. 376 and 382 of tho 6th August and 
the 8th August respectively. 

The stipulations regarding the departure of the ex-Shah are an essential part of 
the protocol recently concluded between the Persian Government and the two legations. 
The negotiations which led to the agreement will, in great part, havo to be resumed if 
these stipulations are not carried out. 

The importance of adhering to the date lixed cannot be exaggerated, and we ought 
now to he making preparations for the journey if His Majesty is to start on the 17th 
August. We might for the presont postpone tho question of his future place of 
residence. 

The protocol, as stated in the preamble of that, document, is an agreement between 
the representatives of the two legations and of the Persian Government, which must 
he subsequently ratified by the representatives of the two Powers and the Persian 
Government. 

If wo can get the whole Cabinet to sign this arrangement in return for our own 
signatures, tho difficulty I anticipated in getting the assembly to ratify it later (see my 
telegram No. 651) should not arise. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 383.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. ,77. Petersburgh, August 9, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 1030 of the 6th instant: Loan of Mr. Now to 
Persian Telegraph Administration. 

Owing to tho circumstances reported in telegram No. 658 of the 7th instant, from 
I ehran, I am taking no further action in the matter. 


(No. 414.) 
(Telegraphic.) 1’. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 


KEKKIIA irrigation scheme. See your telegram No. 636 of the 29th July. 
Suggestion is being made to India Office to sanction Wilson's survey. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 415.) J 

(Telegraphic.) U. Foreig 

YOUR telegram No. 663 [of 9th August: Zil-cs-Sultan], 
Action approved. 


Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 
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[30627] No. 396. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

(No. 230.) 

Sir, Foreign Office. August 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to iny despatch No. 229 of the 6th instant, M. Isvolsky called 
upon me at the Foreign Office to-day and we had some further conversation on various 
subjects. He expressed pleasure at finding that we were so much in agreement, and 
showed no anxiety to discuss matters in detail. 

I gave him our latest information from Persia as to the desirability of getting the 
Shah to depnrt as soon as possible, and as to the alleged Russian subject who has been 
appointed chief of police. 

M. Isvolsky said it would be a good thing that M. Poklcwski should reach Tehran 
as soon ns possible and discjsSs the situation with Sir G. llarclay, as this would be the 
best way of dealing with the details of outstanding questions. 

I am, kc. 

E. GREY. 


[29476] No. 397. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 14th ultimo relative to the proposed scheme 
of irrigation from the Korkha, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from llis Majesty’s consul-general at 
lhisliire,* forwarding Lieutenant Wilson’s report on the suitability of that river ior 
the execution of such a project, as well as a letter from the same officer, reporting a 
conversation which he had with the Sheikh of Mohammerah, in the course of which 
the hitter asked him to make a preliminary examination of the site. Mr. Wilson asks 
that he may receive permission to undertake this work with the least possible delay. 

1 am also to transmit to you copy of a telegram from llis Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran on the same subject,t from winch it will be observed that he awaits 
instructions as to the reply which ho should return to Major Cox's request for 
authority to sanction Mr. Wilson’s compliance with the Bheikh's desire. 

It will further be seon that Sir W. Willcocks considers that the scheme will be 
easy to carry out, and in view of this opinion and of the tenure of Mr. Wilson’s 
roport, Sir E. Grey is disposed, with Viscount Morley's concurrence, to address a 
telegram to Sir G. llarclay, instructing him to authorise Major Cox to allow Mr. Wilson 
to proceed as proposed. 

1 am to transmit to you at the same time copy of a further telegram from 
Sir G. llarclay,J reporting that the Indian guard, which it has been decided to remove 
from the scene of the operations of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, since its services 
are no longer required there, is at Almaz awaiting definite orders to withdraw. In 
this telegram Sir G. Barclay also reports a suggestion made by Major Cox to the 
Government of India that a portion of the guard should be retained for Mr. Wilson's 
use if he is authorised to make the proposed investigation. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey lias no objection to urge to the suggested arrange¬ 
ment if Mr. Wilson’s investigation is sanctioned, provided that the question of trio 
payment of the portion of the guard thus retained receives a satisfactory solution. 

Ixird Morley is aware that the cost of paying and maintaining the guard has 
hitherto been met by the Oil Company, but it !s clearly unreasonable to expect them 
to continue to defray it when once the guard has passed out of their control, and has 
ceased to be employed for the protection of their interests. 

Sir E. Grey, on his part, is willing to approach the lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury with a request that they will sanction the charge to Imperial funds 
of half the expense involved in this matter, which would probably not be considerable, 
if lord Morley can seo his way to permit the remaining half to be defrayed by the 
Government of India. 

Before, however, addressing their lordships on the subject, it is necessary to 
• No. 223. t No. 327. } No. 866. 
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ascertain as accurately as possible the monthly sum required, and the approximate 
longth of the time for which the services of these sowars are likely to be needed, and 
I am accordingly to transmit to you herewith draft of a telegram which, if Lord 
Morley sees no objection, Sir E. Grey proposes to address to Sir G. Barclay, making 
enquiry on these points. * 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive, at Lord Morley’s early 
convenience, replies on both tfie points raised in this letter—(1) as to "whether 
Mr. Wilson’s survey may be sanctioned, and (2) as to whether, if the answer to the 
first enquiry is in the affirmative, the Government of India will bear half the expense 
involved in the retention of a portion of the guard. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[26837] No. 39S. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, ^ ^ Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 23rd ultimo relative to the desire of the 
Anglo-Fersian Oil Company to undertake, with the co-operation of the Imperial or 
Indian Government, a topographical survey of the oil-producing regions of Persia, as a 
preliminary to a geological survey of the same districts, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that Mr. E. W. Wallace, vice-president of the com¬ 
pany, in the course of a visit to this Office on the 30th ultimo, enquired what action had 
been taken on the letter in which the company made the proposal in question. 

Mr. Wallace was informed that a letter had been addressed to you, suggesting that 
the company might be recommended to consult the public edition of the work referred 
to in my letter above quoted, in case it should contain all the information which they 
needed ; but lie replied that the company were already familiar with that publication, 
and that it did not serve their purpose, as the survey, the results of which it recorded, 
did not provide all the particulars which they required to know. 

In these circumstances, it becomes necessary to consider what reply should be 
returned to the company’s original proposal for a joint survey. 

As regards this Question, Sir E. Grey is of opinion that "the interest of this depart¬ 
ment iu the results of such a survey is not sufficiently direct to justify an application 
to the Treasury for authority to incur expense under this head. It appears to him that 
the matter is one which more nearly concerns the Government of India, and I am 
to enquire whether Viscount Morley would see his way to sanction the participa¬ 
tion of that Government in a work of this nature, either by the loan of a surveyor 
to undertake it or by sharing the expense involved iu its accomplishment, or in both of 
these ways. 

Should l-ord Morley’s reply be favourable to the proposal in principle, Sir E. Grey 
will approach the company with the request that they will submit, at their early 
convenience, a more definite scheme for carrying it on. 

1 am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


130094] No. 399. 

Mr. F. C. Strich to Foreign Office.—(lieceived August 10.) 

Baltic House, Leudenhall Street, London, 
Sir. August 9, 1909. 

REFERRING to the interview I had with you on Wednesday, the -1th instant, 
when I showed you a copy of telegram received by my firm from Mr. David Brown, 
lehran, on the subject of the Hormuz red oxide of iron, 1 regret 1 did not, as I hail 
intended, leave a copy of the message with you, but 1 now hand you a copv 
herewith. 

I thank you for the promise you gave me at our interview to communicate with 
me directly you heard from the British Minister at Tehran, and as I am anxious to 

* See No. 46S. 
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cable as soon as possible to Mr. Brown, as requested by hitn, I hope yoxt will soon hear 
from Sir George Barclay on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 

Inclosure in No. 3911. 

Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 4, 1909. 

MOUINfflmrAR has contract with Andrew Weir for 15,000 tons of oxide 
•lU.OOo;., for shipment up to 1912. 1,000 tons already shipped. 

According to contract Mouinutojar must not sell in Europe or United States 
America, but he can sell to Russia India. 

Contract made through Ellinger and Co., Manchester. 

Ascertain to what extent they are interested. 

It is very likely Persian Government will bring pressure to bear Mouinutojar for 
money and endeavour to cancel Hormuz concession, but British Minister will sunnort 
.Mouinutojar during term Weir contract. 

I here is some possibility obtain Mouinutojar concessions for you now, and, in such 
Mmiinuto^r™ a “ erl6 '° Wdr 00ntract ' Foreign Office may withhold support from 

Telegraph immediately what sum you could pay cash for Hormuz, also Hormuz and 
all Persian Gulf, for ten twenty years. 


Alcliur Mirza to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received August 10.) 

( UdcgraphicO En ciair. Tehran, August 10, 1909. 

,11.-1,h-vM 1,1 AN instructs me to say that he understands latest assurances 
legaiding property during absence are annulled by his return, but anterior ones 
assunng him of support for life, honour and family should he remain loyal to Shah he 
liopeb still hold good; if so, please instruct Minister help him return Europe safely. 


... ,.. , sir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.— [Received August 10) 

(No. lihy.) J ' 

GOVERNORSHIP of Fare. Gulahek, August 10, 1909. 

Mn .Al'ioul Xa 0G , <lf lhe ,Sth Al| g> ls < I reported the appointment of 

; \ni-ed-I)owlch to this post. It now transpires that the Persian Government it the 
msuga mn of Tek, Jadeh. who has recently arrived from Tabreez havTin Wew the 
!' 0CT . tl °“ ot ,l '!' “PPpuitment. As a result of this unfortunate uncertainty the situation 
m again somewhat disquieting at Shiraz. ’ me sltuuuo " 

1 am pressing the Persian Government to decide without delay upon the delinite 
ap) ointment of a strong governor, and preferably to confirm that of Ain-ed-Dowleh. 


(No 880 ) 0 Beirnt 10 *' ,r E,l "“ rd Greg—(Received August 10.) 

(rtlegrap tc.) P St. Petersburg!), August 10, 1909. 

t-ilC (. . BAliC LA l b telegram No. 004 of yesterday. 

1 spoke to the acting Minister for Foreign Allaire''to-day on the subject of the 
SOT, f m I 8 " tlclpa,ion of instructions from you. I suggested to 

might livett Tiflia 1,18 pIace of residence was definitely decided on His Majesty 
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M. Sazonow said that although he did not intend to delay the settlement of the 
question till the Medjliss should have sanctioned the pension to be given to His Majesty, 
the whole matter would have, of necessity, to be submitted to the Council of Ministers 
and to the Emperor, who is still abroad ; a final answer, therefore, could not possibly 
be given till next Friday the 13th. At the same time I gather that M. Sabline may be 
expected to receive his instructions on Saturday the 14th, as M. Sazonow does not 
think there will be any serious difficulties in the way. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 1069.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , August 10, 1909. 

ASCERIAIN views of Russian Government as to suggestion in telegram No. 662 
of the 9th August from Tehran. 

Inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that, if they will similarly instruct their 
representative at lehran, His Majesty’s Government will instruct Sir G. Barclay to 
press on Persian Government adoption of this suggestion as to the granting of an 
amnesty. I consider the suggestion to be a good one. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

tvirpo * Foreign Office , August 10, 1909. 

\ 1111 reference to your letter of the 13th May relative to the disembarkation of a 
lorce of bluejackets from His Majesty’s ship “ Fox ” at Bushire, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty s Minister at Tehran, 0 relative to the withdrawal of this force after the 
accomplishment of the object with which they had been landed. 

I am to express the hops that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may see 
then way to comply with the wish expressed by Sir G. Barclay and by His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire that the officers concerned should be thanked for their 
services. 

1 am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


^ ^ pir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 11.) 

t, Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 11, 1909. 

HE Nationalists have taken Zil-es-Sultan back to Resht, where ne is being kept 
in confinement. 1 have again received an application for my intervention from his son, 
i 0 , 5?. , ^^ Persian Government may attempt to extort money from His 

Imperial Highness. Bahrain Mirza, at the same time, showed me a telegram addressed 
to the Foreign Office, in which he invokes the fulfilment of assurances of British 
protection anterior to those which Mr. Marling gave to His Imperial Highness last 
vear. lhe validity of the former was in no way dependent on his absence from Persia. 
(1 lease see Sir Cecil Spring Rice’s despatch No. 59 of the 27th March, 1907. containing 
the assurances given in 1901 by Sir A. Hardinge, which were in April 1907 confirmed 
by Sir C. Spring Rice.) 

Although, in my opinion, the Zil cannot reasonably base any claim to our 
protection on our assurances after his complete neglect of our advice, I, nevertheless, 
inonoseto inform the Persian Government that 1 hope that His Imperial Highness 
, , >e “bowed to leave Persia in safety. In making this recommendation, I propose to 
ask tor the support of my Russian colleague. 


• No. 388. 









[30256] 
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No. 400. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auaust 11.1 

(No. 607.) 

(lelegrapliic.) P. Gulahek, August 11, 1900. 

oUAlfc. of the bastes at the Russian legation referred to in my telegram No. 632 
ot the 27th July wouhl naturally leave the country together with the ex-Shah. 
Consequently, during the journey, these persons would ipso facto share the joint 
protection accorded to His late Majesty. Provided that these persons do not enjoy 
British protection beyond the actual duration of the journey, I presume that there is no 
objection to my granting it. 

The Persian Government may possibly be opposed to their travelling with 
ftlohamed Ah Mirza, but if they leave with him, the risk of occurrences, which might 
bring about complications, will not be so great: and I shall, if the necessity arise, 
advise the Persian Government to put no olistacles in the way of their departure. 


[30251] No. 407. 

/v 900 •' ,r ' G'Heine to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Receiled August ll.j 

(.No. 3S8.) 

(Telegraphic^ 1\ St. Petersburgh, August 11, 1909. 

i Kill ObED general amnesty in Persia. 

Please refer to your telegram No. 1069 of the 11th August. 

M. feazonow promises me that the suggestion will be considered. 


[30159] Nc. 40s. 

^ ( sir EduanI Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegrophm.) P: Foreign Office, August 11, 1909. 

No 417 of to-day S tclogri,ni of 1,10 10th August repeated to you iu my telegram 

... I totend, answering that, when Zil-es-Sultou went back to Persia against advice of 
Mis .Majesty s Government, latter considered themselves released from all their 
guarantees, but that they will do all they can to make his departure from Persia easy 
telegraph your views, and report whether you consider it likelv that Persian 
Government will try to prevent the Zil’s departure. 


130017] No. 409. 

Foreign Office In India Office. 

Slf ’ i nr , it .. „. , Foreign Office, August 11, 1909. 

AM directed b.v Secretary bir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
pV°> r To fr r. 1,,S ‘'. njestys J [“W»er «• Tehran and charge d’affaires at St 
Petersburgh, relative to the proposal recently made to lend to the Persian Ministry of 
Telegraphs the services of Mr New, of the Indo-European Telegraph DepaSnt 
Sttgfe of lh ° substantive appointment of an official to take the 
P, , Armenian who was charged with the work of correspondence with foreign 
telegraph administrations and with the International Telegraph Bureau at Berne 'll! 
keeping accounts and regulating traffic, Ac. 1 ’ 

: 5"' I0 , ®, lato ,lmt > hi view of the objections of the Russian Government to the 
wK ,l° f • t " S r ° Sl ,ya ! >L>rs ‘;" of Iiri,isl ‘ or Russian nationality and of Sir G 
ram m Sir [hcquestion with the new Persian Minister of TelV 

Mr I’lieir, Wlt 1 t lc ' of Viscount Morle.v, to authorise 

subjccL appr0acl,, "S the Russian Government again on the 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


* Nos. 880 and 808. 
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[30377] No. 410, 

Mina Mehdi Khan to Foreign Office.—(Received August 12.) 

Dear Mr. Mallet, Persian Legation, London, August 11, 1909. 

AS promised, I enclose herewith translations of the chief points of the telegrams 
I ^f a A. t ° ' V ° U afternoon. I told you how anxiously my Government look 

upon the present situation, and how much they are handicapped, in putting the affairs 
in order, by the presence and the action of the Russian troops. As you will readily 
agree the continued presence of the troops, their attitude towards the people, and 
lastly, their contemplated move towards Tehran may be looked upon with equmdmit; 
b> tli© Persian Government who have confidence in the assurances given by the 
Government of His Imperial Majesty the Czar; but it is impossible to dispel the 
suspicion and fear which it creates in the mind of the public at large—especially when 
they see that all cause for their presence has been removed. As I had the honour of 
telling you yesterday my Government have instructed me to draw the attention of 
■ictfon '' aJe3ty 3 Govemment to ‘bese facts, and to invite them to take friendly 

You will see from the telegrams that my Government strongly deprecate any 
move towards 1 chran. They think if a change of quarters is needed this could be 
made in the direction of Resht. Further, for the reasons stated, they consider that if 
the Russian troops are not withdrawn from Kazvin and Guilan without further dolav 
complications, which may have disastrous results, will arise. 

CrJ- T ee V n iV C K 0,) liged if you wiU very kindly put these facts before Sir Edward 
Grey and I shall be glad if I could have an interview with Ids Excellency, so as to 
ascertain his views m accordance with the instructions of my Government. 

Yours, Ac. 

MEHDI. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 410. 

Summary ’l\anslalion of a Telegram received by the Persian Minister, August 9, 1909. 

ir is reported from Kazvin that the Russian troops there daily enter the city with 
he r band, and march along the boulevards. It is evident what consternaK Ms 
lailj demonstration produces among the inhabitants, and if continued will cause 
ommotion. Moreover, the refugees at the Russian Consulate daily bring forward 
baseless claims, and the Russian consul puts pressure regarding their execution The 
CV i n 1 ’ lterfere with mosques and other sacred places. Within the last 
e days, on the plea that two Russian soldiers have deserted, they wish to search f 9 all®) 

notw^thsmndinn^thTfoc^'o ^ U A add ‘- 0 the ?« itatio “ of thc inhabitants. Further, 
Sri,. e I? f t tl ! a , t . there >a perfect security in Resht, Kazvin, and 

iwTbo ft \ moro Russian soldiers with one officer have arrived at Enzeli. It is clear 
' <be protracted stay of the former troops, and the arrival of the fresh contingent 
and the behaviour of the troops wall have detrimental results. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 410. 

Summary Translation of a Telegram received by the Persian Minister, August 10, 1909. 

ACCORDING to reports received at the Ministry of tho Interior, the Russirn, 
h°e°rLt K r m lav ,® ‘ T^i 1 ■ 0 advauce two farsakhas (8 miles) towards Tehran 
the reason they mention for doing so being that their present quarters have become 
e' 0 ty Y ^ on know yourself that aftor the changes that have taken place the Cabinet 
seciirtv ; au l mght ' dcvoted , tl i e whole of its attention to the restoration of order and 
I , countp-, and lias done its utmost to removo tlie bad impression and 
0 ,;^:*^ arrival of Russian troops at Kazvin and tho non-withdrawal 
ot the troops from Tabreez and other districts had produced. Tho Imperial Govern- 


[1065] 


3 P 


Thi* word in indecipherable. 
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ment has, moreover, taken infinite trouble in the satisfactory settlement of the question 
of the boycotting of Russian goods in Guilan. The Imperial Russian Government 
instead of fulfilling their promise to withdraw their troops (especially when they 
clearly realise that order and security reigns in Tehran, in Kazvin, and in Guilan) 
they now desire to advance them two farsakhs towards Tehran. This action will 
again disturb and agitato the mind of the whole people, and the present state of 
security and quietness might entirely change; if any change of quarters is necessary, 
the troops could move towards llesht and not Tehran. But with the present order 
and security of the country the troops should be withdrawn altogether. But if they 
make this move towards Tehran this fact added to their continued stay in Persia will 
shake the confidence of the Cabinet in its own ability to keep the people quiet and 
to preserve order and security, and it is likely that, under the circumstances, the Cabinet 
will resign, and this may create various troubles. If it is really desired that order 
and security should be maintained in Persia these obstacles Bliould at once be removed, 
so that tho Government may be able to attend to affairs and to reforms without having 
their hands tied. 


[30302] No. 411. 

India Office la Foreign Office .— (Received August 12.) 

TI1E Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 
copy of enclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
dated the 1st July, relative to the withdrawal of sepoys from Jask. 

India Office, August 11, 1909. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 411. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) Bushire, June 17, 1999. 

CAN extra fifty sepoys at .lask, under Captain Heath, now return to India? 
British Minister at Tehran and 1 do not see any further need for their detention. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 411. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Tolegraphic.) Bushire, June 26, 1909. 

MY telegram dated the 17th June. 

Please expedite reply about Heath’s return to India.' Fortnightly mail steamer 
leaves Jask 29th June. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 411. 

Government of India to Major Cox. 

( Telegraphic.) Simla, June 28, 1909. 

YOUR telegrams of the 17th and 26th June. Instructions have been issued for 
withdrawal of extra sepoys at Jask undor Heath. 


[30386] No. 412. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 008.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, August 12, 1909. 

AS foreshadowed in my telegram No. 605 of the lUtlt August, the Persian 
Government have revoked Ain-od-L)owlel!s appointment to the governorship-general of 
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Fare, and have appointed in his place Saham-ed-Dowleh, who has as yet only held 
unimportant governorships. 

There is now a noticeable tendency, coinciding with Taki Zadeh’s return to 
Tehran, to give governorships to men who are new to provincial administration rather 
than to those who have had large experience of it in the past. In this way it is hoped 
that the corrupt methods which have hitherto distinguished local government in Persia 
may the more easily be abolished. 


[30379] No. 413. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 390.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 

I AM informed by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that the assent of tho 
Emperor to the ex-Shah’s residing at Kiel! will, he hopes, be obtained to-morrow. 

The Russian Government cannot consent to IBs Majesty's departure until the 
Persian Government guarantee the debt of 3,000,000 roubles which His Majesty owes 
to the Russian Bank on the ex-Slmh’s estates in Azerbaijan. If the Persian Govern¬ 
ment recognise the arrears of civil list to the amount of 2,000,000 roubleB which 
His Majesty declares arc due to him, and agree to pay in that sum to the Russian 
Bank, the estates would only have to produce the other million. This question is the 
only difficulty now in the way of His Majesty’s departure on the 17th instant. 

The Russian Government will defray the cost of His Majesty’s journey, and a ship 
will he in readiness to convey him to Petrovsk. 

M. Sabline has been instructed in the sense of the above. 


[30380] No. 414. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 391.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 

APPOINTMENT of an English tutor to the Shah. Your telegram No. 410 of the 
5th instant to Sir G. Barclay. 

I had a conversation with XI. Sazouow this morning on the subject of Dr. Lindley’s 
proposed appointment. His Excellency said that M. Smimow was a man who ongaged 
in no intrigues, and that he gave the Russian Government information which was 
of use to them, and tliat they desired that ho should remain in his present post. 
M. Sazonow said that his Government did not consider that there was place for two 
gouverneurs,” but they had no objection to the Shah’s receiving lessons in English 
from Dr. Lindley. 

Sir G. Barclay, 1 assured his Excellency, would use his influence to provent 
Dr. Lindley from taking any step which would not meet with the approval of tho 
Russian Government; but I pointed out that the difficulty lay with tho Porsian 
Government. He suggested that the Persian Government might be induced to give up 
the idea of dismissingM. Smimow if Sir G. Barclay discouraged it. 


[ 30384 ] No. 415. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 394.) ' 

( Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 

PERSIA. General amnesty. 

My telegram No 388 [of 11th August]. 

Russian Government have sent instructions as proposed by you to Russian charge 
d’affaires, and they hope you will similarly instruct British Minister at Tehran. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 
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[30266] No. 416. 

, „ Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 419.) 

(Telegraphic ) R. Foreign Office, August 12, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 066 [of 11th August: Zil-es-Sultan]: Last paragraph, 
i approve. r 

(Repeated to St. Petersburg)!, No. 1092.) 


[30380] No. 417. 

)No 420 ) <i ' r Edwarlt Grey t0 * ,r G - Barclay. 

(T 1Sio/o, tutor (or Shah. 12 ’ 19 ° 9 ’ 

St. Petorsburgh telegram No. 391 of to-day 

BL, .'M d ? - vou to prevent M. Smirnoff being removed, and to see 

that the solution of this matter is one which is satisfactory to your colleague. 


30366] No. 41s. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 

intlemui, Foreign Office, August 12, 1909 

. A MdwWted by Secretary Sir Edward Urey to state that he haa for some time 
been under the impression, derived from information communicated to him last 

lies ™ Fir 1 y01 | n g “ eC i tl i 0 4th of thiU n,oath 11 three years’ contract with 
• lessrs. Llhnger and Co., of Manchester (acting as the agents of the Moin-ut-Tuijar) 

f [TS ° f ” 'i h ° red I JX '‘ k ' ex . trat,lutl fr0I “ the mines on the island of Hormuz! 
this statemenTis accitrata » *° fafon “ Sir E. Grey confidentially The, her 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET 


[30507] No. 419. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 13.) 

ir ' IV . I r , India Office, August 12, 1909. 

IN reply to jour letter of the otli instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
• loilej sees no objection to the communication which His Majesty’s Minister proposes 

Indo FnrL hl T ? W,an l Go r ? n " n ° nt as W ‘■• scorls for ^ repairing parties which the 
Indo-European lelegrapb Department should send out in October next Du the 
•rtwn to betaken, it the Persian Government prove unable to afford the ne™ 
protection, will reqiure careful consideration. necessaiy 

Dopa«nrtTnXTuS"iseLtef eCt0r - in ' Clli9f ° f th ° Telegraph 

I have, See. 

___ A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 419. 

Memorandum by the I)irector-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

divided I into°ievm 1,1 ‘ ‘r “ ,,U8h i!? t0 Telirau • 1 " (l ffotu Tehran to Robat are 

seven remir rv^rtf 0n ?’ Every cold weather, in the autumn and in the spring, 
The eel P“ rtle! j g° out over these sections, each in charge of a European inspector 
Jx,ondTmD„m'o-' '!ni^ ^ 10 ShiMZ ’ 150 “hies, the section"® 
sulheiendv dUturbcd 11 ! w ^hese two sections appear to be the only two considered 
■ disturbed for the repair parties to require special escorts. I do not 
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recommend that the tours of the working parties should be curtnilod, but possibly the 
Bushirc-Shiraz tour might be started later in the season. The tours might also be 
shortened if orders were issued that only repairs urgently necessary wore to be carried 
out. The Robat-Bam section would be the more dangerous of the two until the 
Afghan gun-running parties had passed back into Afghanistan or down to the coast. 
These parties go back to Afghanistan mainly between April to June each year. This 
year they do not appear to have damaged the telegraph lines on their way back. As a 
rule on their way to the coast they do no damage. On this section it would be well 
for the working party to go out as soon after the 1st October as possible. Perhaps 
instead of employing Indian troops it would be preferable to supply escorts from the 
Mekran Levy Corps, as was done for Mr. Now in the Jask sub-division. 

August 5, 1909. 


[30384] No. 420. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 421.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 13, 1909. 

YOU may concert with j-our Russian colleague as regards procuring of general 
amnesty. See St. Potersburgh telegram No. 394 of yesterday and my telegram to 
St. Petersburg!! No. 1069 of the 10th August. 


[30507] No. 421. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 422.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 13, 1909. 

ESCORTS for repairing parties of Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

I approve the communication to Persian Government suggested in your telegram 
No. 610 of the 2nd August, but the line of action which we shall have to adopt will 
have to bo seriously considered if the Persian Government cannot afford the protection 
necessary. 

An escort from the Mekran levy corps was supplied to Mr. New on the Jask 
subdivision, and it might perhaps be better to resort to the same procedure in this case 
than to employ Indian troops on the Robat-Bam section. 


[30608] No. 422. 

Messrs. Andrew H eir and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received August 14.) 

Sir, 6, Lloyd's Avenue, London, August 13, 1909. 

WE have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of yesterday’s date, with reference 
to the red oxide extracted from the minos at Hormuz, and we beg to advise the 
Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, that he has been correctly informed as to our contract 
for the purchase of same. 

We are, &c, 

A. WEIR and Co. 


[30663 ] No. 423. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 

(No. 669.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, August 14, 1909. 

PLEASE see Mr. O’Beirne’s telegram No. 390 of the 12th August. 

(Confidential.) 

My Russian colleague is endeavouring to obtain a settlement by the Persian 
Government of Mohamad Ali’s debt to the Banque d’Escompte on the lines indicated 
[16651 3 Q 
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[3° 664 ] No. 424. 

(No. 670.) ] I" llarclny 10 Sir Edvard, Grey.—(Received August 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1>. _ .. 

acting <!onsul-genond at'T^ ^ ^'on^JIh^JIajesty's 

lubjilfr'ii^iS.riSa^fc R ??“«"*««* W»? to a Russian 
U great pan are Chrishans, mako !iK h,ovi t h "";J 1 ^ a '‘ d ** of wh °™ 

appeal for help. My Rushan rolleamm r, ,lsat ' ons of murder and rape, and 

ment requesting his opinion on this »i p k‘‘ d to a telegram from his Goveru- 
distriel in (| ue|ou .W«2wW^ that tlley sto " ld scnd “> ‘be 
arrival would probably teonou^r « * '* e ^‘ , of 100 Cowaob. His 

arranged that a Persian frontier commissioner"? llls «'ders, “lid if it could be 

could seize the opportunity to' discuss outst m'lL? f ™of ‘T d,s P a ' ched - the >’ 
however, that the general staff at Tillis nr » , 1 [ questions. It appears, 

or his escort” ,lrc 1101 wlUm « to ®end either the commissioner 


[30649] No. 425. 

(No. (171.) Sir G HarC,Uy 10 Sir Edward ( ’ re y- — (Received August 14.) 
pressed to erect tho'secon?! wire? It'wmbnSjf 

conqdy. and if wo mention the question ofSlrf?” 1 “ re0S0 ? 11 "’ e refuse to 

Russia be^re entering tip6n c\ehnn''e l ne'-otintlrin lt "'i' 1 '* i>ursi l“ is better disposed to 

upon attitude of assembly to Arn^ tho ° ,1 ™ t of tllis "ill be 

^8™^^r han8e ,,m ‘ s,io " wm teaSrte 

understand fuHyhfo 20 '’ f 0, ' f tlle } 2H * Ju ne last, I 

the purpose of benefiting the Arabistan ecn v,. , , ) '','''' , P xt-lmn S e solely for 

explain to Russian Government that wo nZI fT’ "' i W0ll . ld ,l not llt! P“»>Me to 
Government and erect the second line (wlS wouldTt 1 ’ y - ‘ b l ' CqUl ' st of p e»'«n 
.— 

Sltall not speak to M.'Sablim'm,tiTfnmiintbrmed of^his' 0 lfU8Sia " Qovernme “ t . and 
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[ 30697 ] No. 426. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16 1 
(No. 141.) J ' 

Slr > , , „ Gulahek, July 19, 1909. 

tt ITII reference to my despatch No. 126 of the 17th June. I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a translation of the new Electoral Law, dated the 1st July as finaUv 
promulgated. 1 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 426. 

Electoral Regulations for the National Assembly. 


Preface. 

W Ill'.HEAS, in accordance with the exigencies of the time, it became necessary to 
alter some of the articles of the National Assembly’s Electoral Regulations, in pursuance 
of the commands of His Imperial Majesty Mohammed Ali Shah (may God immortalize 
his reign .) a number of weU-wishers of the nation, in conjunction with the members of 
the l oaned of State, formed a committee of twenty persons by a vote of the majority 
to prepare a new Regulation. J 

A® reference was made to four articles of the fundamental laws concerning the 
matter of elections, and the alteration of these articles was in contravention of tlioso 
pnnep cs, m order to overcome this objection the above-mentioned committee sub- 
mtttetl the important articles of the amended Regulation to tho consideration of the 
wclMvishers m the more important provinces of Persia. 

The important, provincial centres transferred rights of supervision to the Azerbaijan 
capital, the learned of that centre approved in principle the modiiication of the four 
articles, and submitted their observations on the other principal articles. Therefore 
akmg into consideration the observations of the Azerbaijan capital, the present regula¬ 
tions have been drawn up and written, on condition that the National Assembly, after 
its opening, shall be at liberty to exercise the right, according to the powers conferred 
deemed am0ntal l “"' 8 ’ to nitif . v or modify any one of its articles as may be 


The Electoral Lam, dated July 1, 1909. 


Chapter I .—Number of Representatives of the People and their Distribution in the 
Provinces and Districts. 

Article 1. I ho number ot deputies of the people for the National Assembly in the 
provinces of Persia ib fixed at 120 persons. > 

Art. 2. 1 lie distribution of the peoplo’s representatives is in relation to the 

approximate population of the provinces and the importance of the locality in accord¬ 
ance with a soparato list annexed at the end of these regulations. 

•n , A r 1 ' 3 i f ' 1 Vi m ° f i ‘H 0 “k® 01 ? 00 of required conditions, the places where elections 
will take place will only be the large and small towns. Therefore most of the districts 
and tribal settlements where the central authority does not resido in a town are not 
mentioned in this regulation, though the inhabitants of the districts and tribal settle- 
monts Ilf every province may, if they enjoy the prescribed qualifications, assemble in 
one of tire towns of the province and take part in the elections. 
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CHAPTER n .—Qualifications of Electorate. 

Art. 4. The electors will be persons possessing the following qualifications:— 

1. They must be Persian subjects. 

2. They must be 20 years of age at least. 

3. They must be well known locally, and, if not natives or inhabitants of the 
electoral district, must have resided at least six months in the electoral district or its 
surroundings before the elections. 

4. They must at least own property of the value of 250 tomans (501.), or pay at 
least 10 tomans (2/.) taxes, or have a revenue of 50 tomans (10Z.) a-year, or have studied. 

Art. 5. Persons who are entirely deprived of electoral rights are as follows :— 

1. Women. 

2. Persons not within years of discretion, and those who stand in need of a legal 
guardian. 

3. Foreign subjects. 

4. Persons whose departure from the true faith of Islam lias been proved before 
one of the qualified doctors of theology. 

5. Persons under 20 years of age. 

6. Fraudulent bankrupts. 

7. Murderers, thieves, and criminals who have undergone punishment according 
to Islamic law, and persons notorious as murderers and robbers and the like who have 
not legally exculpated themselves. 

8. Persons actually serving in the land or sea forces. 

Art. 0. Persons who are conditionally deprived of electoral rights :— 

1. Governors and vico-govcrnors within the area of their own government. 

2. Those employed in the military and police, within the area of their 
appointment. 

CHAPTER III .—Those to be Elected must possess the following Qualifications. 

Art. 7.— 

1. They must be true Moslems; with the exception of the representatives of the 
Christians, Parsees, and Jews, who, however, must also be true believers of their own 
religion. 

2. They must be Persian subjects. 

3. They must at least be able to read and write Persian to the necessary extent. 

4. They must be well known locally. 

5 They must have a knowledge of the affairs of the country. 

6. They must be well known to be honest and straightforward. 

7. They must not be under 30 and not over 70 years of age. 

Art. 8. Persons who arc debarred from being elected :— 

1. Princes of the blood, i.e., sons, brothers, and uncles of the Sovereign. 

2. Womon. 

3. Foreign subjects. 

4. Persons actually serving in the land and sea forces. 

5. Persons in Government service, unless they resign their posts during tho term 
they are deputies. 

(5. Fraudulent bankrupts. 

7. Murderers, thieves, and criminals who have undergone punishment according 
to Islamic law, and persons notorious as murderers and robbers and tho like, who have 
not logally exculpated themselves. 

8. Persons under 30 or over 70 years of age. 

i). Persons whoso departure from the true faith of Islam has been proved before 
one of the qualified doctors of theology ; or who are open heretics. 


CHAPTER 1\ . - Regarding the Formation of the Superintending Committee. 

Arts. 0 to 11. Provide for a temporary committee to supervise elections, under 
the local governor, and some members of the local Assembly. 
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Chapter V.— Electoral System. 

Art. 15. The elections in the whole of Persia will be by two degrees. 

Explanation (A).— 1 The meaning of “ election by two degrees ” is that, first, in the 
quarters of a town or in tho towns of an electoral district a particular number (of 
persons) are chosen—who are called “ the elected ’’—and afterwards, these (persons) 
elected in the first degree meet at the centre of the electoral district and elect from 
among themselves the desired number; and these persons so elected in the second 
degree are called “ representatives.” 

Explanation (B). —The meaning of “electoral district” is that portion of the 
kingdom which, in accordance with the regulations, elects one or more persons 
collectively to be members of the National Assembly; if even that portion (of the 
kingdom) should be under one or more governors. The centre of a district is that 
spot where the elections in the second degree for that district take place. 

Art. 16. The elections in the first and second degree will in general be 
conducted on the plural vote system, excepting in such places where, in accordance 
with the distribution provided by the regulations, they have not the right to vote 
for more than one person, in which caso the elections will be conducted on the 
single vote system. 

Explanation . The meaning of “ plural voting ” is that every voter will inscribe 
on his voting paper the names of all the persons to be elected-for that district; the 
single vote system is that every voter will inscribe on his voting paper the name of one 
person. 

Art. 1 1 . The elections in the first degree will be by a relative majority; and the 
elections in the second degree will be by a full majority. 

Explanation.— 1 The meaning of a “ full majority ” is that more than half the electors 
give their votes in favour of an individual. 

Art. 18. Those persons who obtain a full majority of votes from the total number 
of electors of the electoral district will be accepted as members of the National Assembly, 
independently of the second degree election. 

Art. 19. In the elections of the second degree, if on the first and second occasion 
a full majority is not acquired by a candidate, the same person can be elected on the 
third occasion by a relative majority. 

Art. 20. In case of equal votes being given to two or more persons, and should 
it be necessary to choose one from among them, that person shall be chosen by lot. 

Art. 21. In the elections of the first degree the number of persons to be elected for 
each division will be three times the number for that division stipulated in Art. 2. 

Art. 22. In the Tehran electoral district the elections in the first degree will be 
conducted in five quarters of the town, each of which, under the direction of a 
Mayor, in accordance with the arrangements to be made by the supervising committee. 

Art. 23- In the provincial electoral districts the election in each town of that district 
will be on a relative majority basis. Afterwards these persons elected in the first 
degree will meet in the centre of the district on the date fixed by the central super¬ 
vising committee, and they will all together elect from among themselves by a vote of 
the majority tho number of deputies provided for in Art. 2. 

Art. 24. The five principal tribes—Shahseven of Azerbaijan, Bakhtiari, Kashgai, tho 
khamseh tribes of Fars, and the Turcomans—will, in accordance with the stipulations 
of the regulations, each send a deputy direct to tho National Assembly. Tho electoral 
system for the tribes is also of two degrees. The number of electors in the first degree 
for each tribe, however, and the electoral centre in the first degree, will be fixed by the 
Ministry of^the Interior. In this caso the elections of tho second degree will be by lot. 

Art. 25. In case the persons elected in the small towns should not present 
themselves in the electoral centre of their districts at the time fixed for their meeting 
by the central supervising committee their right to vote for that session will bo forfeited, 
and those persons who were present at the time fixed will olect from among 
themselves. 

Art. 26. Each elector has not the right to give more than one vote, excepting in 
case a second election is necessary. 

Art. 27. In the first degree the electors are not necessarily to be obliged to elect 
a member who is a resident in their district. 

Chapter VI. —The Supply of Electoral Vouchers to entitle the Electors to vote. 

Art. 28. Tho supervising committee will prepare a notice, and in accordance with 
the importance of the locality will give from five to fifteen days’ notice before the date 
fixed for the elections. 

[10651 3 R 
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Art. 29. 1 ho above-mentioned notice will contain the following matters :— 

1. Qualifications for electors and candidates. 
electoral 1 'vouchera and timC Wl ‘ ere th ° s,1 P en,isin 8 committee or its branches will issue 

3. The place where, and time when, the supervising committee will be readv to 
receive the votes. y 

elect 1 uumber fcprcsentatives whom the poseessors of electoral vouchers must 

Art. 30. If the persons who are qualified to vote do not obtain electoral vouchers 
session tU<) d<lyS Speclfie< for that P ur P° se - t^e.v will forfeit the right to vote for that 

Art. 31. The electoral vouchers given to the electors will contain the following 
matters:— b 

1. Number and date. 

2. J he name of the holder of the voucher and his father’s name. 

6. His profession and address. 

I. The time and place where the holder of the voucher must give his vote. 

. mu honr of ?P eim ‘g closing of the elections. 

i). The seal or signature of the members of the supervising committee. 

Art. d-. Ihe supervising committee or its branches will enter all the electoral 
vouchers, with their numbers, in a special register. 


CllAiTKit VII.— Rei/ardimj the Collection ami Verification of Votes, and the Certification 
ot those Elected. 


Arts. 33 to 51. 

Chapter \ III. Reyarding Complaints concerning the Elections. 
Arts. 52 to 50. 


('HATTER IX.— Miscellaneous. 


Art. 57. As soon as one person over and above half the deputies, i.e., 01 parsons 
are ready in 1 ehrau, the Assembly will open. And their decisions, by a vote of the 
majority, will be valid and in force. 

Assembly^pJs. 6 be8 ‘ Unillg of 1,10 tw0 year3 ’ session bo on the day the National 

° ! !'.i After th , 6 expirati ?." of tbe term , of t "'° years deputies must again be 
wish ' 11)6 Pe0P ° ar ° Bt llbert y t0 re_elect “»y of the previous deputies they 

Assembly 00 ^ PS> ° f tllB dep,llies de P en(Is 011 decision and approval of the 

,i, Art i 1 lle trave i bn 8 expenses of the deputies, both of the first and'second 

degree, botli coining and going, will be paid to them by the local governor with the 
knowledge of the supervising committee, at the rate of 5 krans por farsakh (4 miles) 
phis 5 tomans for the expenses of five days' stay at the centre of the electoral district. ’ 
Art. b_. If ever a member of the National Assembly should resign or die and 
more than three months remain of the session, the National Assembly wiU elect another 
person to take his place by a vote of the majority. auouier 

ro „ b3, Pdec, !° 118 ." 111 begin in, Tehran ten days after these regulations have 
received the Imperial signature; and in the provinces the supervising committee will 
bo formed, and begin elections five days after the receipt of the regulations 

Here follows the annex to the electoral law, see Art. 2. 


Then conies Thursday, 12th Jemadi-ul-Sani, 1327, Takhagouil (1st July, 1909). 
regulations':— ° f n,l) " ,bCrS °‘ ^ COmmittee for 1116 elaboration of the electoral 

1' ARMAN 1'AitMA, MUSHIR-ED-DOWLBH, MoTAMIN-UL-AIuLK 
.Mustauki-ux^Mamalek, Sani-ed-Dowleh, Mukhber- 
UI.-JIULK, Ml'IN-ED-DowlEH, MoiIANDtS-U^MAMAUtK 
Mushtashar-eo-Oowleu, Haji Sevvid Nasruu.au,' 
Assaduli.ah, IIiuza, Hussein, Kuu Khan Nawab 
Mushtasiiar-es-Sultan, Ivasuif-es-Sultaneh, Nazm- 
BD-DqWLEH, AmIN-I-DuhUAR, 
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In the name of God, the Blessed and the Exalted. 

His Excellency Saad-ed-Dowleh, President of the (Council of) Ministers. 

The regulations for the election of deputies which, in accordance with our exalted 
command, has been elaborated by a special committee and is composed of sixty-three 
articles, are correct. 

Have them printed and distributed immediately; the Minister of the Interior will 
also, without delay, proceed to make the necessary arrangements for elections in 
Tehran and the provinces. 

MOHAMMED ALT SHAH KAJAR. 

12 Jemadi-ul-Akhcr, 1327 ( July 1, 1909). 


Annex to Electoral Law (see Article 2). 


Electoral District. 

Centre of 
District. 

Number 

of 

Deputies. 

Persons elected, 
1st Degree. 

Place of Election, 
1st Degree. 

Number of 
Persona to bo 
elected 

(1st Degree) in 
each District, 

Tehran and sur- 

Tehran 

15 

45 


1 

roundings 




Songelej and 






Shabr No 

> Superintending 





Oudlajau 

Committee. 





Chalomeidan Ba- 

J 

Azerbaijan 

Tabrcez 

19 

57 

Tabreoz 

23 





Urumia 

6 





Khoi .. 

4 





Dilmeghan 

1 





Maku.. 






Marngba 

2 





Bonab 

1 





Miiuuloab 

1 





Souiboulak 

Dehklmrgau 

2 

1 





Maraud 






Ahar.. 

2 





Arbebil 

4 





Mishkin 

j 





Astara 






Khalkhnl 

1 





Semb.. 

1 





Mianeh 






Saien Kaleh 

1 

Shahsevun of ;Azer- 

To be fixed by 

1 




n (tribe) 

Ministry of 



Ministry of 



Interior 



Interior 


Khoraasan 

Meshed 

11 

33 

Meshed 

12 





Kuchau 

8 





Biijnurd 

2 





Derejoz 

1 





Jam and Bakherz 

1 





Niahapur 

8 





Sabzevar 

4 





Khaf .. 

1 





Turshiz 

1 





Turbat Haydari 

8 





Tun .. 






Tubas 

1 

Kum .. 

Kum .. 

1 

3 

Kum .. .. 

3 

Kanban .. 

Kashau 

9 

G 

Kashan 

4 





Joshoghan 

1 





Natans 

1 

Kurdistan 

Senneh 

3 

9 

Senneb 






Sakkis 

2 





Baueh 

1 





Uunnuan 

1 





Mori van 

1 
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Number 



Number of 

Electoral District. 

Centre of 

Persons elected, 


Persons to be 

District. 

Deputies. 

1st Degree. 

1st Degree. 

(1st Degree) in 






each District. 

Kerman Bhah ., 

Kermanahah .. 

3 

9 

Kermanahah 

6 





Sanger 

2 





Kengaver 

1 * 

Gerrua .. .. 

Bijar .. 

i 

8 

Bijar .. 

3 

Gulpaigan 

Kbonsar 

Keinereh 

Mahallat 

Gulpaigan 

2 

c 

Gulpaigan 

Khonsar 

Kemereh 

Mahallat and 

2 

1 

1 

2 





other districts 


Gil&n and Talish .. 

Hosht.. 

5 

15 







Enzeli 

2 





Lahijan 

Rudbnr and Dil- 

3 

1 





man 






I.engerood 

Fomen 

Kerw'anrood 

1 

1 





'lalish Dulab .. 


Luristau.. 

Khom-inabad ., 

2 

C 

Khorremabad .. 






Poshtekuh 

2 

Mnzanderan ., 

Sari .. 

4 

12 

Sari .. 






Barfrush 

A mol.. 

3 





Tenekabuu 

Savadkuh 

Ashref 

Meshed isser 

Nur district .. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

•SeistAii and Kninat., 

Hirjand , # 

1 

3 

Nosretabad and 
Seistau 

Birjand 

1 

2 

Pars .. .. 

Shiraz 

8 

24 

Shiraz 

10 





Kazeroon 






Behbehan 

Neiriz 

3 





Abadeh 

Lfth ., 

Fassa.. 

•Jnhruin 

Keledar 

Dnrabgird 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Kashgai (tribe) .. 

To bo fixed by 

1 

To Ik* fixed bv 

To Ik* fixed bv 





Miniatrv of 

Ministry of 



Into tier 


Interior 

Interior 

Interior. 

Khamsoh (tribes) .. 

Fixed bv Minis¬ 
try of Interior 

1 

Fixed by Minis¬ 
try of luterior 

Fixed by Minis¬ 
try of’ Interior 

Fixed by Minis¬ 
try of Interior. 

Ports and isles 

Bushin* 

2 

0 

Bushire 

2 





Boriizjan 

Dasliti and 

1 





Dashtistan 
Bunder Abbas .. 
Bunder Kliamir 
and isles 

Lingnh 

1 

1 

1 

Kerman .. ., 

Kerman 

5 

15 

Kerman 






Rafsiujarn 

Sirjan and Saida- 
# lud 

Kliabis 

2 

1 





Raver 

Zarand 

Aghta and Afsha 

1 

I 
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Electoral District. I Contre of I N " m - 1 * r 


Number of 1 
Peraonr to be 


Place of Election, w 

(IsttX)u 
each District. 


Astrabad.. ..I Astrabad 


Turcomans (tribes).. Fixed by Minis- 
| try of Interior 


fixed by Minis¬ 
try of Interior. 


Bakhtian (tribo) .. | Fixed by Minis¬ 
try of Interior 


Scmnan und Dam- 
ghan 


Shahrud aud Bastam I Shahrud 


Interior 

Interior. 

Fixed by Minis¬ 

Fixed by Minis¬ 

try of Interior 

try of Interior. 

Zonjan 

Abhar 

4 

Tarim 

l 

Saveh 

Zarand 

2 

1 

Somnan 

Bamghan 

2 

1 

Shahrud 

llastam .. 

2 

1 

Sultanabad 

Ashtiau 

raffish 

4 

1 

1 

Shuster 

2 

Dizful.. 

3 

Mohammerah 
and tribes 
Nnsiri (Ahwaz).. 

3 

Demavoud 

Firuzkuh 

2 

1 

ICazvin 

Tarum 

Kharakon 

rnlekan 

3 

1 

l 

Dowletabad 

3 

S’ahavend 

roserkau 

2 

1 

llamadan 

Aasadabad 

5 

1 

Yozd .. 

5 

Nuin .. 

Jabek 

Ardekan 

2 

1 

1 


Non-Moslems—Buch as Armenians, Clialdeans, Parsec*, and Jews—1 deputies. 
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[30698] No. 427. 

Sir 0. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 

(No. 142.) 

Sir, Gulahek, July 23,1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 134 a, I have the honour to report that the 
nationalist forces entered Tehran at G o’clock in the morning of the 13th instant. The 
enclosed memorandum hy Mr. Churchill gives an account of the circumstances of their 
entry and the fighting that ensued. 

On learning by telephone what had happened, 1 sent Major Stokes and Mr. 
Churchill to town, the former to control the admission of refugees to the legation, and 
the latter to watch the course of events and report, Both were, if possible, to get into 
touch with Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, and enjoin upon them the necessity of main¬ 
taining order. Tho nows which reached me by telephone just before it was cut was to 
the effect that the nationalist forces were in possession of the town, and that good 
order reigned. It transpired later that this was not accurate; only a portion of tho 
capital was in their possession, and street lighting was in progress in other parts of 
the town. My Russian colleague’s first information was of a very alarmist nature, so 
much so that he asked whether I did not think it would be well to bring on the Russian 
cavalry which was already in tho neighbourhood of Kazvin. I told him that the reports 
which had reached me showed that there was at present no danger to foreigners. 
Fortunately my colleague's later intelligence convinced him that foreigners were only 
exposed to risks from stray bullets. Indeed, Mr. Churchill and M. Kvreinow, whom 
M. Saldino had sent to town, were able later to report that Sipahdar and Sardar Assad 
had given them the most satisfactory assurances as regards the safety of foreign 
interests at the hands of the nationalists. Throughout the lighting thoro was of course 
danger from stray bullets ; but, so far ns 1 know, only one foreigner, an Austrian, was 
hit, and his wound was slight. There was absolutely no looting on the part of the 
nationalists, though one British house was cleared of everything by some of the armed 
roughs who fought on the royalist side. These scoundrels were the only persons who 
did any looting. The assurances given by the nationalist lenders to the representatives 
of the two legations wore thus justified, and I may here mention that after the first 
news of the entry of the nationalist forces Into the town my Russian colleague, until the 
end of the crisis, never again wavered in his resolve to keep tho Russian troops at 
Kazvin, and tin's notwithstanding the strong pressure to which be was subjected 
from Colonel Liakhow and M. F.xemplarow, the director of the Russian bank, and 
despite much unfair criticism from the mischievous correspondent of the “ Novoe 
Vremya.” 

Soon after the fighting began in town, a report reached me that the Shah was 
about to bombard Tehran, and M. 8abline and I agreed to send in a joint protest to 
His Majesty. 1 drafted a still note, which wo afterwards toned down, as in the 
meantime my colleague had received from the Shah a private assurance that the 
bombardment would not take place. 

Early next morning, however, we heard the boom of guns in the direction of 
Kasr Kajar, and it was clear that the Shall had broken his promise. A little later His 
Majesty sent us word that he had intended not to bombard Tehran without giving twenty- 
four hours’ notice so as to give time to foreigners to leave the town, but that tile revolu¬ 
tionaries were attacking his palace in the capital and he therefore had been compelled 
to begin the bombardment at once. My colleague and I immediately proceeded to 
Sultanatabad and begged His Majesty to desist and to proclaim a truce for negotiations. 
In reply ho proceeded to complain that we had repeatedly tied his hands by dissuading 
him from attacking the revolutionaries. These had now entered Tehran and were 
attacking his palaco. Wo could not expect him not to do his utmost to oppose them. 
Finally he declared that he would only grant a truce if tho revolutionaries laid down 
their arms. Fxcopt for the rescue of Tabreez, it is not the case that the Shall has ever 
been restrained in his plans against the revolutionaries, but I did not think it worth 
while entering upon a discussion on this point. I therefore merely reminded IBs 
Majesty that the idle iif the two legations, since he had restored tho constitution, had 
been to urge conciliation upon both sides; unfortunately our advice had not been 
followed by the revolutionaries. It was urgent now to consider what could be done to 
save the situation, and, in the opinion of the two representatives, the only hope lay in 
His Majesty proclaiming a truce. He said it would be impossible, as ho could not 
communicate with his troops, who were surrounded and were being constantly attacked. 
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In these circumstances an indispensable preliminary was that the revolutionaries should; 
lay down their arms. We replied that it was nsoleBS to expect tho victors to consent 
to this, but if His Majesty would proclaim a truce for negotiations we thought we could 
arrange that the message should reach both revolutionaries and royalists, llis Majesty, 
however, would not hear of this and repeated that the revolutionaries must first 
surrender. 

On leaving the palace we met Saad-ed-Dowleh, who, on learning the barren results 
of our representations, asked us to defer informing Sipahdar and Sirdar Assad, whom 
we had apprised of our audience, until he had seen His Majesty. Meanwhile, 
Mr. Churchill and M. Bnranowsky, who had been sent early in the morning, at the 
request of the Shah, to try to induce the nationalist leaders to negotiate, had had to 
turn back because of the lighting, which was then at its hottest. EJaad-ed-Dowleh's 
conversation with His Majesty, it may here be said, led to the appointment of a deputa¬ 
tion with the object of opening negotiations, but there was delay in getting some of the 
members to accept the task, and after the deputation was finally formed a first attempt 
to enter the town failed. When it eventually succeeded in getting into tho capital two 
days later, the Shah had already .taken bast in the Russian Legation and Colonel 
Liakhow had made terms. 

Some hours after our audience, M. Sabline heard from Colonel Liakhow, who was 
defending the Cossack barracks, that he could not hold out much longer. My colleague 
hoped that before it came to this point the Shah would have taken bast, in which case 
Colonel Liakhow, whose mission would then ipso facto have terminated, would have 
been able to make terms without actually surrendering; and, indeed, M. Sabline, when 
I saw him in the afternoon, believed that tho Shah would arrive that evening, lie told 
me that he had sent M. Evreinow to discuss terms for Colonel Liakhow’s surrender 
with the two Sardars. 

M. Evreinow proceeded to Bahnristan, the nationalist head-quarters, and requested 
the two Sardars to desist from attacking the Cossack barracks. He asked what would 
be done with the officers and men if they delivered up their arms—whether they would 
be allowed to continue their service under the future Persian Government, and whether 
tho Nationalist leaders could guarantee that as far as possible they would run no 
danger. To this the Sardars replied that the nationalists had always acted on the 
defensive, and that after the officers and men of tho Cossack brigade had handed over 
their arms there would he no necessity for the nationalists to defend themselves any 
longer. Tho Cossacks would be free to go to their homes or remain in their barracks 
as non-combatants. The Sardars added that the constitutional Government would be 
in neetl of well-organised troops, and therefore the Cossacks would bo used and would 
continue to receive their usual pay. Their safety after laying down their arms would 
be guaranteed as far as possible. M. Evreinow returned to Zergandeh with this 
answer, but, owing to tho bombardment from Kasr Kajar, ho could not get into Tehran 
the following day, the 15th, to continue the negotiations, and the fighting in parts of 
the town continued, although Colonel Liakhow is believed to have at one time ordered 
the royalist troops to cease firing. 

M. Sabline was not satisfied with the terms offered by tho nationalists to the 
brigade, as they did not make it clear that the Russian officers would be retained hy 
the new Government, He asked me to join with him in pressing this point I 
consented, and we agreed that Mr. Churchill and M. Barunowsky should early the 
following morning, the Kith, make tho best of their way to Bahnristan and endeavour 
to obtain a satisfactory undertaking in writing. By the time they started, the Shah, 
his family, and a number of his entourage, including Naib-es-Saltaneh, Amir Bahadur 
Jang, Mufakher-ul-Mulk, and Mujallah-es-Sultan, had taken bast in the Russian 
legation. 

We at once informed Sipahdar ‘and Sardar Assad by telegraph, and took stops to 
make it known as widely ns possible. Colonel Liakhow’s mission had now ended, and 
ho could surrender with honour. Mr. Churchill and M. Bnranowsky succeeded in 
making their way to Baharistan. and obtained from the nationalist leaders a written 
undertaking that the Russian officers and tho Cossack brigade should continue for tho 
present to servo the new Government under the orders of tho Minister of War. 

Mr. Churchill and M. Barunowsky wore able to inform Colonel Liakhow of this 
undertaking, and ho was asked to come to the Imperial Bank, whither a Bakhtiari chief 
would lie sent to escort him to Baharistan. The bauk was conveniently situated for 
this purpose, being between the opposing forces. Colonel Liakhow reached the bank 
with an escort of Cossacks, which 1m afterwards dismissed, and on the arrival of Yusuf 
Khun, Surdar Assad's brother, he proceeded in the carriage with him, under Bakhtiari 









252 


253 


and fedai escort, accompanied by tbe two dragomans, to Baharistan, where he placed 
himself and his brigade at the service of the new Government. It is perhaps worth 
mentioning that in his drive to Baharistan Colonel Liakhow was cheered all along the 
route. 

Desultory firing continued for a while in certain parts of the. capital, but by the 
evening the town was perfectly quiet. A meeting of nationalist notables—an extra¬ 
ordinary grand council, as it was styled—was held in the afternoon at Baharistan, 
and decided to proclaim the abdication of Muhammad Ali and the appointment of the 
"mi Ahd, Sultan Ahmad, as his successor, with Azad-ul-Mulk as temporary Regent. 
1 lie council also elected Sipahdar as Minister of War and Sardar Assad as Minister 
of the Interior, and appointed a committee of twonty-five leading nationalists for the 
guidance of the Ministers. Ihe proclamation of the change of Sovereigns was not at 
once issued, the committee desiring first to announce it to Muhammad Ali by a deputa¬ 
tion. The dispatch of this deputation was contemplated for the following day, and 
a telegram from Sipahdar and Sardar Assad was received by the two legations on the 
following morning announcing the committee's intention, and asking us to ascertain 
when 1 rince Muhammad Ali would receive the deputation. My Russian colleague 
waited upon the ex-Shah with this message, to which His Majesty replied that, “ having 
left Sul tana tabad lie hail already abdicated. It was therefore unnecessary for him to 
receive any deputation.” This reply wo telegraphed to the nationalist leaders. 

Although the Shah’s successor was not named in the Sardar’s telegram, Muhammad 
Ali knew that the Vali Ahd had been selected, and a painful scene ensued after His 
Majesty had directed M. Sabline as to the reply to the nationalist leaders. Ilis 
Majesty declared to my Russian colleague that he would not allow his favourite son to 
be separated from his parents, and for a time, indeed, it seemed that he would stand 
linn on this point. The Vali Ahd’s mother, who kept appearing from time to time in 
the doorway, quite broke down. Finally, however, the Shah asked M. Sabline to 
arrange that if the Vali Ahd was placed on the throne he should he allowed to travel 
abroad with his mother for a time, or, failing this, that his second soil might be made 
Shah. M. Sabline loft Ilis Majesty under the impression that we would endeavour to 
obtain the consent of the committee to ono of these alternatives, but on talking it over 
together wo thought that the proposed step might jeopardise tire chances of the 
dynasty. We had reason to fear that the nationalists might snatch at the opportunity 
ollerod by Muhammad Ali’s hesitation to allow his eldest son to accept the throne, to 
look elsewhere for a candidate. We felt, too, that the first proposal was one which 
would certainly not bo entertained, as we knew the nationalists to be eager to got the 
boy away from his surroundings; and as regards the second alternative, even if the 
nationalists agreed, wo felt that the Vali Ahd would lator regret the action taken by 
his parents, in which case he might perhaps come forward as a pretender in later 
years. We accordingly decided not to put forward Muhammad Ali’s proposals, and it 
was soon evident that it was well that we had done so, for the Shah very shortly let 
M. Sabline know that we were in no case to run any risk of losing the throne for the 
dynasty. 

The proclamation announcing the change of Sovereign appeared in the afternoon, 
and the official notification was received by the legations on the following day, tlui 
18th July. 1 enclose copies of both documents. It will bo noticed that in the latter 
Muhammad Ali is declared to have been deposed, whereas in the proclamation he is 
stated to have abdicated spontaneously. On the same day, the ISth July, tho little 
Shall left the Russian Legation and proceeded under an escort from the two legations 
to the Palace of Sultanatabad, where he received a deputation from tho grand council, 
who formally announced to him his elovation to tho throno. I enclose an account of 
this ceremony by Major Stokes, who was present. 

Three days later, on the 21st instant, my Russian colleaguo and I officially notilied 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the two Governments recognised Sultan Abmr.il as 
Shah of Persia. 

The country has thus succeeded in ridding tho throne of Muhammad Ali. 
Although, for reasons of amour-propre, some slight feeling of regret is natural that 
our programme of reforms failed of its object, ono cannot but recognise that a consti¬ 
tutional regime established independently of the two Powers, and inaugurated by tho 
dethronement of a detested and worthless Sovereign, stands a very different chance 
from one obtained for tho country by outside pressure which stopped short of 
demanding the thing most needed, a change of Sovereign. The resolution shown by 
die nationalist forces, who persisted to the end, notwithstanding the fear of foreign 
intervention, us well as the moderation of which they have given proof by refraining 


from all unnecessary bloodshed, and by merely transferring the throne to tho next in 
succession, linvo surprised many with long experience of Persia, and were it not that 
the chaotic condition of most of the provinces forbids one to hope, one might even say 
that they are of good augury for the future. 

On the whole, then, and putting aside considerations of amour-propre, I am 
disposed to rojoice at the failure of our programme. There was a time when it seemed 
assured of such measure of success as would have been involved by the meeting of an 
assembly under Muhammad Ali, but there was never but a very faint hope that, with 
so false and intriguing a Sovereign, a constitutional regime could have worked more 
satisfactorily than that upset by tho coup d'tltat of last year. All that could reasonably 
be hoped of it was that it would bo better than Muhammad Ali’s unfettered rule. 
Muhammad Ali is now deposed, and the field lies open for a second and more promising 
experiment in parliamentary government. 

Boforo closing this despatch I should like to record my appreciation of the services 
during the recent crisis of Major Stokes, Mr. Churchill, and Major O'Connor, His 
Majesty’s consul in Seistan, who was staying in Tehran at the time and who placed 
himself at my disposal. All three did most useful work in town in circumstances of 
considerable danger. I should also like to mention the work of Dr. Scott, of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, who, having removed into the legation because his 
house was in the line of firo, did admirable service in attending the wounded brought 
into tho legation. I did not allow Dr. Neligan to go to his assistance, as the approaches 
to the legation were dangerous and I did not wish anyone to run unnecessary risks, so 
that Dr. Scott did his work single-handed, lastly, I should wish to record my 
recognition of tile good sense and calm shown by tho British community, which was in 
marked contrast with tho attitude of certain other foreign subjects. Not a single 
alarmist report reached me from a British source during the whole of tho three days’ 
fighting, and this notwithstanding that several British houses, being in the lino of fire, 
suffered considerably. I fear that ray Russian colleague was vory differently treated 
by his compatriots. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosurc 1 in No. 427. 

Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, July lti Ih, 1909. 

ON tho 9th July the forces undor Sipahdar loft Keroj, about 1,000 strong, in a 
south-easterly direction toward Robat Kerim, whero Sardar Assad was encamped with 
about 1,200 Bakhtiaris. 

Amir Mufakham, the royalist Bakhtiari chief, with about 200 men, advanced at tho 
same time to meat tho Sipahdar; and tho following morning when tho Sipahdar's 
mixed force of Caucasians and Persians, which 1 will call “ fedai " for lack of a better 
term, met thoso Bakhtiaris they took them for Sardar Assad's men. The royalists, 
who uBed the rod Hag of the nationalists, tried to take tho fedai by surprise and to 
disarm them; but the ruse was soon discovered and a sharp engagement took place, 
and the royalists withdrew. Eater in the day Sardar Assad arrived on the scene, but 
the fedai, not distinguishing them flora tho royalists, lirod up ..11 them, killing live 
men and wounding many others. The mistake was discovered in time, and the two 
nationalist forces joined hands at Badinnek, whore on the 11th and 12th they repulsed 
ropoated attacks delivered on their position by a force of somu 100 Cossacks under 
Captain Zapolsky, supported by the Shah's irregulars and tho royalist Bakhtiaris with 
several guns, and maintained their position in the face of sovere artillery tire. 

On tho night of the 12th July the combined nationalist force marched between 
the opposing Cossacks and irregulars, who wore posted at Shahdbud, Ahmedabad, and 
Ya(tabad, between them and Tehran. Owing to what appears to have been gross 
mismanagement on the part of Captain Zapolsky, they succeeded in getting through 
unnoticed, and at 6 a.m. on tho 13th July the whole nationalist force entered Tehran 
by the north ur Yussufabad Gate, which was not held against them. They redo three 
abreast past tho British Legation, and shortly afterwards, dividing into threo poluinns, 
proceeded to tho Baharistan or assembly building, which they reached practically 
without opposition. The soldiers on duty at the various guard-houses wore disarmed 
without difficulty, though two or three men were killed and wounded at the guard¬ 
house opposite tho main gate of the legation. A column which descended the Legation 
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Street towards the Artillery Square was fired upon by soldiers posted in the square, 
the various gates of which wore immediately closed. 

The three northern and the three eastern gates of the town were immediately 
taken possession of by the Bakhtiari, but three western gates remained in the hands of 
the Cossacks. During the course of the morning Captain ZapoLsky with the 400 
Cossacks under him entered the town by one of these gates and joined Colonel Liaklioff, 
who was throughout at the Cossack barracks in the western part of the town with 400 
men. The remaining 300 Cossacks under Captain Peribinoszeff remained at Sultan- 
atabad with the Shah, who had besides some 2,000 men under Amir Bahadur who have 
taken no part whatever in the hostilities. 

Throughout the three days on which hostilities lasted, viz., the 13th, 14th, and 
15th July, the Cossacks remained on the defensive in and around their barracks, while 
an irregular force of some 300 absolutely undisciplined men hold the Gun Square ; the 
main forces, under Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, held the rest of the town with their head¬ 
quarters at the Baharistan, whilst a determined body of fedai crept gradually as close 
to the barracks as possible, using their Mausers with great elfect and throwing bombs 
at night. 

On the 14th the Shah declared that he intended lo stake his all on a determined 
combined attack on the town by all the forces at his disposal, and take refuge at 
the Russian Legation if it failed. The attack proved a complete failure. Captain 
PeribinoszelT shelled the Baharistan quarter from the hills near Kasr-i-Kajar, which 
covered an attack by some of the irregulars in the Dotchantupeh Gate. The Bakhtiaris, 
however, appeared in such force to defend that approach that the attacking party fled 
in confusion, while the bombardment produced no impression whatever. Colonel 
Liaklioff endeavoured to shell the Baharistan at the same time, but the range must have 
been most inaccurate, as a number of the shells exploded above the Imperial Bank, and 
one actually crashed through one of the rooms while I was there, without doing much 
harm. 

I spent the night at the Imperial Bank, and realised from experience the de¬ 
moralising effect of the use by the fedai of bombs at night, when they were able to 
creep right up to the royalists' positions and throw them. The most severe engage¬ 
ment occurred in the direction of Mr. Barker’s house, which has suffered considerably 
from shell lire. In this quarter the fedai occupied houses and crept very close up to 
the Cossack barracks. 

It was perfectly (dear to anyone who could sec what was actually going on at 
lohran that, though it might be, possible to keep up the fight for a considerable time, 
by avoiding big engagements, it was quite impossible for the Sluih’s forces to dislodge 
the nationalists, now strongly reinforced by their sympathisers in the town. But the 
Shah was assured by his Persian ollicers that victory might still ho his. Consequently, the 
following day, the I6th July, further attempts were made by hisirregulars ot attack the 
gates, but the Cossacks remained entirely on the defensive, livery attack was, however, 
repulsed with enormous loss for the royalists. During the day a small number of the 
royalist Bakhtiaris contrived to roach a house near the British Legation, and a great 
deal of tiring went on between them and the “fedai.” The head of the legatiou 
gnolams, who was standing at the main gate of the legation, was struck in the thigh by 
a bullet, but tho wound is fortunately not dangerous, and lie is progressing favourably. 
About lot) Armenians who live in the quarter, finding themselves in danger, took 
refuge in the legation, where at first Major Stokes, and later Major O'Connor, His 
Majesty s consul for Seistan, who was in Tehran on his way to his post, was placod in 
chargo. 

Dr. Scott and Mr. Baggaley, with their wives and Dr. Scott’s children, also came to 
the legation, as their houses wore in the zone of fire and they were in some danger. 

I ho casualties in this part of the town were considerable, and wounded men were 
constantly being brought into the legation, where Dr. Scott formed a temporary 
hospital. 1 went over it on the 15th, when In? had about ten patients, who had 
increased to fifteen by the following day, though several had died in the meantime. 
1 he wounds in some cases were of a shocking character, and I venture to say that 
Dr. Scott deserves the highest praise for the admirable way in which he has devoted 
himself to the wounded, and spared no pains single-handed to alleviate the sufferings 
of these poor men. 

On the 15th a number of shells exploded over the legation garden, and one, which 
failed to explode, actually fell in the garden. No damage has been done to tho 
buddings. 

On the 115th tho Shah took refuge at the Russian Legation and fighting ceased. 
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I should also like to state that the British colony at Tehran has shown remarkable 
calmness throughout the three very trying days that these hostilities lasted. The staffs 
of the Imperial Bank and the Indo-European Telegraph Department and Company 
remained in town the whole time, and many of them went to their offices as usual 
through the quarters where fighting was going on, but I have not heard of a single 
murmur of complaint from any one of them. 

The correspondents—Mr. Fraser, of the “ Times,” and Mr. Maloney, of Reuter— 
were in town throughout, and even took their places in the trenches, from which they 
saw the fighting. 

On the other hand, I believe that the manager of the Russian bank was so alarmed 
that he left his post and actually telegraphed that Russian troops should be sent to 
protect foreigners, as they were in imminent danger. 

I venture, however, to state my absolute conviction that at no time have any 
foreigners been in any danger, excepting, of course, from stray bullets, provided they 
took normal precautions. 

The “ fedai ” and the Bakhtiaris show remarkable respect towards foreigners, and 
on my way from the bank to the legation I walked down a street occupied at one end 
by royalists and at the other by revolutionaries without the slightest danger of being 
shot at. 

On t the three occisions on which I have driven to the Baharistan I have found the 
“ fedai ” there most respectful, and the crowds assembled at the gates of the Mcdjliss 
always cheered the legation sowars and gholams. 

G. P. CHURCHILL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 427. 

Proclamation. 

AS the circumstances of the country of Persia show that the restoration of order 
and security in the country and the establishment of rights and confidence in the 
heart of the nation could not be restored without the change of Sovereign, and as tho 
former Sovereign is perfectly aware of the great displeasure which the people entertain 
towards him, he therefore has taken refuge in the Russian Legation under the protection 
of (ircat Britain and Russia. His Majesty has spontaneously (or naturally) abdicated 
from the crown and throne of Persia. Therefore in the absence of tho Senate and the 
National Assembly an extraordinary Grand Council, in view of the necessities of tho 
wise, was convoked atonceon Friday, the 27th Jamadi H, 1327 40th July, 1009), in the 
1 alaco of Baharistan in Tehran. His Imperial Majesty, Sultan Ahmad Mirza, the Heir 
Apparent of Persia, has been appointed the Shah-in-Shali of Persia. For the present 
the regency has been confided to his Excellency Azad-ul-Mulk, so that after the 
convocation of Parliament, in accordance with article 38 of tho constitutional law 
respecting the regency, and in accordance with the exigencies of the time, a definite 
arrangement will be made. 

SIPAHDAR AZAM, 

Minister of War. 

A LI KULI, 

Minister or Interior. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 427. 

Official Notification by the Persian (Government, 

\\ HERE AS the disturbances in Persia and the disorders in the provinces render 
necessary a reorganisation of the Government administrations and this has been 
recognised by all lersians, and whereas, in view of the conditions of the time, the state 
of the kingdom and the dislike of the public for Muhanunad Ali Mirza, it was im¬ 
possible to obtain the rights and security of tho nation without a change of Sovereign, 
therefore in the absence of tho Senate and Assembly an extraordinary Grand Council 
was convoked on the 10th July at Tehran, at the Baharistan. Membersof this Council, 
who arc the chiefs of the fedai, the clergy, princes, notables, and aristocracy, and a 
number of previous deputies, decided, by vote of the majority, upon the deposition of 
Mohammad All Mirza, and, in accordance with articles 30 and 37 of the fundamental 
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law, His Majesty Saltan Ahmad Mirza was appointed Sovereign, and the regency was 
given temporarily to Azad-ul-Mulk. After the opening of Parliament, in accordance 
with article 38 of the fundamental law, a definite arrangement will be made regarding 
the regency. 

Wo therefore address this official letter informing you of the deposition of 
.Mohammad Ali ilirza and the accession of Sultan Ahmad Mirza to the sovereignty of 
Persia. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 427. 

Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the reception of Sultan Ahmad Shah by a 
Deputation from the Provisional Government. 

MUHAMMAD ALI having taken refuge in the Russian Legation, and having 
refused to receive a deputation which was to announce to him the accession of his son 
Sultan Ahmad to the throno of Persia, the latter was proclaimed Shah on the 
17th July. 

At 10 A.M. on the 18th July a deputation from the provisional Government 
awaited Sultan Ahmad Shah at the palace of Sultanatabad. The deputation consisted 
of the Regent, Azad-ul-Mulk, and the following priests and notables : - 

Agha Behbehani (son of Seyyid Abdullah, Hujtelied). 

Agha Itnamzadeh (son of the late and brother of the present Imam .luma, of 
Tehran). 

Nizam-ul-Mulk. 

Muwassaq-ed-Dowleh (formerly comptroller of the household to Muzaffar-ed-Din 
Shah). 

Ala-ed-Dowleh. 

Ala-ul-Mulk. 

Sultan Alnnud Shah drove from the Russian Legation undor an escort of Russian 
Cossacks and Indian sowars. In a second carriage were seated Muwassaq-ul-Mulk, 
comptroller of the heir-apparent’s household, Zil-es-Sultaneh, cousin of Muhammad Ali, 
and two othor Kajar Princes. M. Smirnoff, who for two or three years has been the 
new Shah’s tutor, followed the procession in his own carriage in order to tell the escort 
when it was no longer required. On arrival at Sultanatabad the combined escort 
withdrew. 11 is Majesty alighted and walked from the gate of the garden to tile palace. 
Some 30 yards from the building His Majesty was received by Azad-ul-Mulk, the 
venerable head of the Kajar tribe, who, in a kind but deferential manner, addressed a 
few words to him and invited him to enter the palace. The young Shah’s manner was 
dignified, but just at first be seemed a little nervous. The deputation awaited llis 
Majesty in the palace, to which only Persians were admitted, where the following 
address was read to him :— 

" To His Majesty Sultan Ahmad Shah. Long may his kingdom and rule endure. 

"As your Royal Sire, Ills Royal Highness Prince Muhammad Ali, has boon 
excused from the important duty of Sovereign, in accordance with articles 30 and 37 
of the fundamental laws, at an extraordinary council held on the 27th of Jamndi-us- 
Sani (Kith July) in the Raharistun building, the sovereignty was conferred on your 
Imperial Majesty, and a proclamation was issued and the regency was temporarily 
entrusted to his Excollency Azad-ul-Mulk until, after the meeting of Parliament, 
according to article 38 of the fundamental laws, a final decision in the matter of the 
regency is given. 

" The above communication is on behalf of the Extraordinary Grand Council by 
the agency of the delegates of that Grand Council officially conveyed to the foot of 
vour Imperial Majesty’s throne, and wo who are here present on behalf of the whole 
body of your people offer your Majesty our sincere congratulations, and we pray God 
that the constitutional rule of your Majesty may bo adorned with every kind of blessing 
and prosperity for the children of Persia, anil that the progress and happiness of this 
kingdom may, under the shadow of your auspicious regard, iucrease and become 
perfected." 

The reception was a very simple affair, and no one present was in uniform. In all 
there wore not more than thirty pimple present, and it was remarked that, apart from 


the two priests, the persons selected to be present were either members of the Kajar 
tribe or persons who belong to Court circles. No militant nationalist or prominent 
leader in recent events was present. 

After the reception the Shah remained at Sultanatabad, whence His Majesty a day 
or two later moved to Tehran. 

C. B. S. 


[30893] No. 428. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Aayust 16.) 

(No. 9. Commercial.) 

Sir, Buehire, July 25, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 8, Commercial, dated the 18th instant, I have 
the honour to submit a duplicate copy of tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company’s agreement 
with the Sheikh of Moliammerah, 0 together with a memorandum for your information, 
containing notes in comment or elucidation of various points in the agreement which 
were the subject of special discussion in the course of our negotiations with the 
sheikh. 

My proceedings in connection with tho said negotiations were as follows :— 

I left for Moliammerah on the 7th instant, immediately on receipt of the draft 
agreement and instructions received with Foreign Offico despatch No. 1 of the 
12th June. 

Mr. McDouall, after so many years in Moliammerah, not having yet been able to 
complete his preparations for departure, and consequently not having handed over 
charge of tho duties of His Majesty's Consulate, and being, moreover, anxious to avail 
himself of the present opportunity to bid farewell to Sheikh Khazal, accompanied mo 
to Abwaz, as also did Lieutenant Wilson and Mr. J.B. Lloyd, the agent of the Oil 
Company. Wo arrived there by steam launch on Sunday tho lltli instant, anil the 
negotiations occupied tho ensuing five days. 

This being the first important agreement which the sheikh had ever entered into 
with a European company, it was not surprising that he should feel that ho was 
breaking now ground in which innumerable pit-falls might be awaiting him. Ho was, 
consequently, extremely nervous and apprehensive, with the result that every petty 
detail of the agreement had to be dissected, and discussed, and re-discussea ad 
nauseam. It was owing to this fact that it had to bo entirely altered in form. 

By Thursday evening, after four sittings, everything regarding which Mr. Lloyd 
and he could be brought to an understanding on business lines had been adjusted, and 
there remained only the three cardinal points about which the joint arguments of 
Mr. Lloyd and myself, as on behalf of the company, were unavailing. At this stage 
Mr. Lloyd retired from the discussion, in order to mark the fact that as far as the Oil 
Company were concerned he had gone as far as lie could, and to let the sheikh see 
that ho must either come to an understanding, on such advice on behalf of Government 
as I might give him, or elso adjourn the negotiations pending further correspondence 
with London. 

The three points of difference alluded to were :— 

(i.) The question of tho concurrency of the present agreement with the parent 
concession, on which the. company insisted. 

(ii.) The sheikh's demand for the substitution of tho words “ sons and lineal 
descendants," for the words “ heirs and successors,” both in tho preamble and in 
article 18. 

(fit.) The question of tho reversion of the oxistiug buildings to the sheikh on the 
expiry of tho concession. 

They are most convenient to handle in tho above order. 

As regards (»). Tho sheikh pressed porsovoringly for the retention of the 
stipulation inserted by him in his preliminary agreement, to tho effect that at tho 
expiry of the original period of the company’s concession the possession of the land 
aud buildings should lapso to himself or his heirs, and should, in tho event of a 
renewal or extension, be leased by tho company from him. That stipulation, it will be 
remembered, was rejected altogether by tho company, and tho joint negotiations of 
Mr. Lloyd and myself had reached a stage at which the sheikh had consented prima 
facie to drop the question of lease and to let the agreement bo concurrent, in con- 
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Bideration of a substantial advance in the figure of the rental for the second or any 
subsequent period. 3 

i oruw" ne 8° tlat '"K this latter point Mr. Lloyd had risen in conversation from 1,0001. to 
1,3001. and informed the sheikh that he could not go beyond that. On retiring from 
the deliberations, however, he gave me authority, should I see fit, to use it in order to 
ensure completion of the agreement without recourse to further reference home to 
raise the figure to 1,5001. 

figure*" 8 ' Had '° d ° bj gra<lual 8ta 8 es anti the point, was eventually settled at that 

t^lTl 8 WJ" 8 5° re J fer . t ,° tho penultimate paragraph of my letter of the 
tOth May to the sheikh enclosed with my despatch of the 12th June to llis Majesty’s 
Minister, which will doubtless have reached the Foreign Office before this communica¬ 
tion. it will be seen that the sheikh then pressed for the substitution of these words 
or their equivalent, in our assurances to him ; and ho evidently saw his opportunity 
m the negotiating of tins agreement between himself pud the oil companv, under our 
3 CeS ’ 0 , g u 118 !" dl [« c ‘ly committed to a dynastic guarantee. 1 had discussed tho 
repeatedly " ll1 * hln * 1,1 ‘l 10 presence of Mr. Lloyd, endeavouring to make tho 
sheikh understand that tho point was purely a political one already under corres- 
pondence an d that he had no reasonable excuse for attempting to introduce a contro¬ 
versial political question of this nature into a purely commercial agreement with the 
MHmSn&hfa T™ concerned to be assured that their agreement would 

hold good both for Ins time and Ins successors. Who those successors might be was 
no concern of tho oil company, and they could not lie expected to make any pronounce- 
to fatl'ier’it questl °" their n 8 roemc,nt I much less could they commit Government 

tJ * 7", ll . nded ,ha ^‘[jb.'hat 1 had undertaken to discuss this and other representa¬ 
tions of lus with the Minister and that I would do so, but that it was useless and 
unreasonable for him toexpeetjfo dispose of the question in the way he now sought to do. 
fearerl* 1 regards (in.) Sho'kh Kliazal from the first assumed the attitude which I 
Wfib T' 0U 1 ,' on . Ulc assertion of a clear undertaking that the 

uildings should revert to the sheikh or Ins lineal heirs ’’ or words to that effect. 
Ho was extremely heated on this point and argued it excitedly for a very long timo 

Lnr -r'T .T h ‘p l ^ at A he buildings ' vo,,ld bo evacuated and left, and 
that lie knei whether the Persian Government would bo in a position to take them 
or not, or, that the present agreement would probably be seen at some time by the 

to &sort & tho r Xus 1 I ‘ :! I,art fl0, r ‘I 10 fnct that the com P a »y wore quite unable 
stosin l- , °." -antei i’ e y e " lf they were able, it would be extremely short¬ 
sighted on his part to insert in the agreement a clause like that suggested, to which 

norauadorV n i 81 ? UCe ,ako '’“option. The sheikli would not be 

to b.snri tl that sooner than leave tho matter in doubt ho would much prefer 

to insert the clause and let the 1 ersian Government see it now and do their worst I 

wonhl > rcsTTi r ' ^ T ' vordaud * dd ^ could not alter that view wo 

would reservo tho point for a private discussion. 

lie dropped the demand in his final interview with mo on my undertaking to give 
him he separate assurance, in terms of which I attach a copy, backed by tho threat to 
wh eh shall presently allude. He would not be put off with any ambiguous language 
and lus ultimate argument was that unless he could be reasonably assured he would 
This uun 111<> 110 compa " y "® clm S any buildings at all but would erect them himself 
I Ills laitei arrangement would not bo satisfactory for the company and Mr. Lloyd had 
informed me that lie could not accept it in any case on his own authority. Hut it 
won ' M [’ p ™ r tlm !.. tb< ' existence of this obvious.alternative, whether employed or not 
ho ,ildin L a S u "' answer to any claim on the part of the Persian Government to 
from It , Mu r Ver ' sll0u ! d any question arise within the near future, resulting 

mailer ' •'’ li'" ° a co,lstltl| tloi.nl Rovomment at Tehran, it would be a simple 

matter to revise the agreement accordingly. 1 

indefinitely' 6 d ° n ° “ D ° W WOuM havo held U P " le conclusion of the agreement 

The ultimate levor which seemed to turn tho scale in all these matters was the 

lllsTfl eslv’s'r 0111 ' l '" lt U W “ 8 ° k ' ar ,0 frol " tb " tennis of their instruetio t ml 
I s Majesty s Government were anxious to help the company in this matter and 

StcUlmUhev^^wmlK 6 xi ent ' r P>,t , " i,hout fail at present meeting, 

1nr« s , , i extremely displeased if I had to report that the sheikh had proved 

V tl , 1 1- ?“ n,y owu account that if after tho concessions already mado 

hy ,ho ‘ompany he did not complete tho agreement the company would think it 
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hopeless to get fair terms from him, and would take their chance with tho Persian 
Government direct, simply informing tho latter that they needed a tract of uncultivated 
land on Abadan under the terms of their concession, and requesting that the Central 
Government would either assign it to them or instruct their Governor at Mohammerah 
to do so. 

I imbibed this useful hint in the course of conversation with Haji Rais, who, I 
may mention, was most helpful throughout, and well deserved the honorarium which 
I understand the company decided to give him on the conclusion of the agreement. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major , British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Furs, (fc. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 428. 

Consul-General Cox to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

(Translation.) 

(After compliments.) Ahwaz, July 16, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to state, with reference to article 8 of the agreement which 
has this flay, the 16th July, 1909, been entered into between your Excellency and tho 
Anglo-Persiau Oil Company, that I am authorized to assure you that when the 
concession expires, should the Persian Government claim the buildings erected by 
the company on the lands held by the said company from yourself, tho British 
Government will afford you assistance towards the realization of an adjustment which 
may leave the said buildings in your own possession. 

(Usual complimentary ending.) 

P. 7j. COX, Major, Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Pars, fyc. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 428. 

Notes on the details of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's Agreement with the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah, date// July 16, 1909. 

PREAMBLE. “On behalf of himself, heirs, and successors,” &c. This passage 
contains one of the three fundamental points on which the sheikh held out to the last 
minute^ He insisted on the oil company substituting for “ heirs and successors” tho 
words sons and lineal descendants. ’ The manner of disposal of it is explained in 
the covering letter to this memorandum. 

(ii.) It was considered important to insert at tho outset the reference to tho 
principal concession from the Persian Government and its exclusive character, as 
evidence of the sheikh’s cognizance and recognition of it. 

Article 1. A right of way 30 yards wide, independent of the ground taken up 
for the pipeline, is a very liberal allowance. 

Ait. 2.— I'reo of date trees. The sheikh feared that “uncultivated” might 
not be sufficient to protect ground bearing date trees, and therefore wished for 
this change. 

(ii.) In the sheikh s skeleton agreement with me, lie only gave the company 
option to purchase at the same rate up to one year ; the company in their draft altered 
the period to three years, and the sheikh after discussion agreed to split tho difference. 

Art. 3.—■-(i.) l he question of the reversion of the buildings arises in this article. 
It was as I anticipated the chief difficulty, and was got over oventuallv in the wav 
explained in my covering letter. 

(ii.) In connection with this article the sheikh was possessed with the fear that 
tribal enemies might, in order to do him injury, boro a hole in the pipe at any point 
whero it was exposed, and by applying a match create an enormous conflagration, and 
that the company would come down on him for the damage. 

1 gather that it would bo practically impossible to cause a serious fire in this way 
Moreover, the company’s buildings, oil, &c. t will presumably be covered by insurance 
the sheikh was greatly exercised as to his possible liability. 
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Art. 4.—(i.) In the wording o{ this article the word “ lab ” in the Persian meaning 
" lip ” or “ edge " has been designedly used in preference to “ side ” or “ bank ” 
which the sheikh used. This course was taken in order to preclude the possibility of 
the sheikh saying afterwards that the terms of this article would be fulfilled by his 
giving land some distance back from the river without frontage actually on it. This 
has occurred in a previous case. 

fii.) The sheikh expressed his objection to giving any land at all on the right 
bank. lie argued that the right bank was not so secure iu the first place, and that 
in the second place no land had ever been given on that bank, and if ho gave any 
now much undosirable gossip would result; and that as he could not understand, 
and Mr. Lloyd could not explain, the object of the company in wanting land on the 
right bank he must decide not to give it. Mr. Lloyd saw no need to press the point, 
nono of us present lining able to sec precisely what the company's reasons were for 
the request. 

The sheikh's terms for this land are exceedingly accommodating and liberal, 
thanks to Haji Rais’s good offices. 

(iii.) It will bo noted that the question of the reversion of buildings occurs again 
in this article. 

Art. 5.—The endorsement of the deed by the tribal sheikhs of the sheikh’s tribe 
was provided for as likely to be a valuable cachet to the agreement. 

Art. 7.—The question of territorial responsibility. 

The Bakhtyans who accepted responsibility with alacrity compared to Sheikh 
Khazal liavo never fulfilled their obligations satisfactorily. Sheikh Khazal have nover 
fulfilled tlioir obligations satisfactorily. Shoikh Khazal is very apprehensive for 
himself in this connection and naturally anxious to protect himself as far as possible ; 
but though less ready to commit himself on paper there is good reason to hope that in 
practice !;<■ will act up to his obligations more fully than they have. Ho admits that 
oven should he become personally exempt from responsibility under the wording of 
this article, by reason of the company electing to supply their own guards, he will still, 
as governor of the district on behalf of the Central Government, be administratively 
responsible for the maintenance of order in the ordinary way. 

Art. 8. This is the article in which the question of reversion is chiefly raised. As 
before mentioned, it is dealt with in the body of my covering letter. 

Art. 9. This article was one of the three chief difficulties of the negotiations. Thu 
sheikh refused to concede to the company’s desiro that the agreement with him should 
in every respect run parallel, in point of renewal or exteutiou, with the parent 
concession with tfio Persian Government. 

It was one of the three questions which we were unable to get him to settle with 
the company as a matter of business, but which was eventually got over otherwise. 

Art. 10. This article differs somewhat from the company’s draft. It was thought 
best to specify only what “treasure-trove” did cover, and not to put ideas into the 
sheikh's head by stating what it did not cover. He himself raised the question of the 
possible finding of oil in his limits. The rights of the company in this eventuality 
were explained to him, Imt he was given to understand verbally by the company’s 
agent, that in the event of separate springs of oil being tapped within his limits, the 
company would bo inclined to come to some friendly arrangement with him. 

Art. 15. It is not apparent to me why the company expected to get men from the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah for 5 tomans per month, when they were paying (i and more in 
tht! Rnkhtyuri country. The sheikh gnvo a good deal of trouble over this section, but 
it was eventually arranged us spited. 

Art. IS. The same question regarding substitution of " sons and lineal 
descendants ’’ arose here as in the case of the preamble. 

Art. _(). The subject of this article was one regarding which the sheikh was not 
unnaturally a little apprehensive, lie has of course heard from time to time of the 
friction which there Ims been between Messrs. Lynch and the Bakhtyans, and trusts 
that his relations with the oil company are not going to be conducted on similar lines, 
with frequent recourse to consular intervention or arbitration. It will be greatly in 
the interests of the company, and I atn sure their desire is also to deal as far its 
possible directly with the sheikh in a friendly give and take way, in regard to the 
settlement of the innumerable petty questions which must inevitably arise, they 
refraining as far as practicable from recourse to consular assistance or official corre¬ 
spondence. Similarly, when reference to consular authorities does bocomo necessary, 
it will bo to the interests of all to let communications be informal up to a certain point. 
The shoikh is likely to lie much more amenable to this method of negotiation—it being 
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of course understood on both sides that the ultimate discretion to become official when 
driven to it, lies with either party. 

Art. 21. We had originally prepared a 21st article containing a proviso that, in 
the event of any dispute as to interpretation, the English version should prevail, but 
the sheikh refused to agree to this as he knows no English and keeps no English 
knowing secretary. He also wanted the articles kept down to 20 for luck. No. 21 
was consequently dropped, but the agreement was drawn up in English and Persian 
on the samo paper, and the sheikh signed under the Persian and the oil company's 
agent under the English. 


July 24, 1909.' 


P. Z. COX, Major. 


[30725] No. 429. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 10.) 

(No. 453.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 1, 1909. 

AS I had the honour to inform you by my telegram No. 370 of the 30th ultimo 
I called on that day on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and informed him of the 
substance of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 037 of the 29th ultimo, referring to a 
mischievous telegram dispatched, according to M. Sabline, by the “ Novoo Vromya ” 
correspondent in Tehran, in which it was alleged that tho British legation was working 
to destroy Russian prestige in Persia. I stated in accordance with your instructions 
that it seemed to you very desirablo to prevent tho continued propagation of such 
statements. M. Sazonow appeared fully to agree with Sir G. Barclay as to the 
mischievous activity of the correspondent in question—one M. Yanchevetsky—but he 
allowed me to perceive that he did not seo his way to take any very drastic stops in the 
mattor. His Excellency said that the Russian Government took no great notice of any 
statements made by M. Yanchevetsky; that he would see whether a hint could be 
conveyed to the “ Novoe Vromya," but that the paper was exceedingly difficult to deal 
with, and that he could not promise mo anything. 

A telegram from the "Novoo Vremyn" Tehran correspondent which appeared in 
tho issue uf the 17th (30th) ultimo, uud is evidently that as to which M. Sabline had 
spoken to Sir G. Barclay, states that many mombors of tho new Persian Government 
are partisans of England or Germany, but that tho Government are oponly unfriendly 
to Russiif; that tho Cossack brigade is shortly to bo disbanded, and that the concession 
for the export of lambskins hold by a Russian syndicate is to be annulled. It does not, 
however, allege that the British legation is working against the Russian Mission, so 
that if M. Sabline was correctly informed as to tho tenour of the telogram ns originally 
dispatched, it would seem to have been materially edited by the paper itself bofore 
publication. 

Yesterday's “ Russkoo Slovo ” published a telegram from its own correspondent in 
Tehran stating that tho Persian Government had asked tho Russian legation to oxpel 
M. Yanchevetsky on the ground that ho was giving falso and alarming information as 
to the dispositions of the Persian Government towards Russia; and to-day's papers print 
an apparently inspired telegram received from Tehran by the Agence do Saint- 
Pctorsbourg to tho effect that certain biassed reports that had mudo their way into the 
Russian pross wero without foundation, that the Persian Government were not inimical 
to Russia, and that instructions had been sent to all the provincial Anjumans to ceaso 
tho anti-Russian agitation. It may perhaps be hoped that tho wide and unflattering 
attention which M. Yanchevetsky s reports have attracted may servo to make that 
gentleman a little more careful for the future. 

I have, Ac. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


L30742] No. 430. 

Sir G. Lowtlier to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received August 1(1.) 

(No. 62S.) 

Sir, Constantinople, August 5, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 592 of the 26th July, 1909, I have the 
honour to forward herewith a despatch from Lioutenuut-Colouel Ramsay, consul- 
[1GC5J 3 >. 
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general at Bagdad, concerning the disturbances in Persia, stating that he has received 
replies from two other Mujtahids. 

1 have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosure in No. 430. 

Consul-General llamsay to Sir G. Lowther. 

kf°' 77 ' ) Bagdad, July 3,1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 28th June, 1909, 1 have the honour to 
report that Soyyid Kadliim, Yezdi, who is also sometimes called Seyyid Kadhim, 
Tabatabayi, has sent me a formal acknowledgment of my lotter forwarding to him a 
translation of your Excellency’s telegram. , . , , 

Sheikh Muhammad Taki, of Kndbimain, has sent me a reply similar to the reply 
received from Mulla Muhammad Kadhim, Khorassani. At the same timo he sent a 
verbal message to say that he took no part in political affairs. 

I have, &c. 

J. RAMSAY, I.ieutenant-Colonel, 

Political Resident in Turkish Arabia and His 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 


[30746] No- 4® 1 - 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(.Received August 16.) 

1;| r ' ^ Constantinople, August 8, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 628 of the 5th instant, I have the honour 
to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad, forwarding 
translation of a further joint letter from the Ulema of Nedjef and Karbala respecting 
future concessions to foreigners in Persia, and requesting Ilis Majesty’s Government to 
urge the Russian Government to withdraw their troops. 

1 have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 131. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther. 

Sh°' 7 l l ' ,8L) Bagdad, July 12, 1909. 

’ IN continuation of my despatch No. 712/77 dated the 3rd July, 1909, 1 have the 
honour to submit, for your Excellency’s information, the translation of a letter to my 
address, dated the 6th July, 1909, from the leading mujtahids at Nedjef and Karbala. 

I have, &c. 

J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 431. 

Mujtahids of Karbala and Nedjef to Consul-General Ramsay. 

(Translation.) Jamndi-us-Sani 17, 1327 H. (July 6, 1909). 

ON 14th Jamndi-us-Sani, 1321 (5th August, 1906), the Persian Government 
declared the constitution and promised to net up to the constitutional law. After that 
date any treaty, concession, or loan negotiated with a foreign Power without the 
signature and approval of the National Assembly, being contrary to the constitutional 
law, will be considered null and void. We, in our capacity of spiritual leaders of tho 
Persian nation generally, inform you of this in your capacity of British representative 
in Bagdad, and wo request you to transmit this information to your Government. 


hi 
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[With regard to] the advent of the Russian troops in Persia on the pretext of 
stopping disturbances and unrest, it is very clear that the stay of the above-montioned 
troops in Persia will result iu widespread unrest, disturbances of different kinds, and 
will end in great bloodshed. Wo therefore expect the British Government to earnestly 
request the Russian Government to remove its troops from Persian territory, in the 
same way as the British Government has recalled its troops from Bushire. 


[31019] No. 432. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 17.) 

Sir, India Office, August 14, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 11th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal not to press tho question of the loan of the 
services of Mr. New of tho Indo-European Telegraph Department to the Persian 
Ministry of Telegraphs, and to instruct His Majesty’s charge d’affaires at St. Pctersburgh 
accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[31067] 


No. 433. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 17.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morloy, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated tho 7th August, relative to the situation iu Persia. 

India Office, August 17, 1909. 


Inclosurc iu No. 433. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Tclographic.) P. August 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Kerman. Please see your telegram of the 21th ultimo. 

It is considered desirable by IBs Majesty’s Government that your Excellency’s 
Government should be iu readiness, as a purely precautionary measure in case of 
necessity, which, however, they have every reason to hope will not actually arise, to 
send troops to the Persian Gulf at very short notice, subject to understanding that, 
without definite orders from here, no action shall bo taken. See your telegram ol the 
22nd December, 1907, and letter to Foreign Office of the 28th uitirno, copy of which 
was onelosod in Secretary’s letter of tho 30th idem. Please causo necessary 
preparations to be made. 


[31086] No. 434. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 

(No. 672.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 17, 1909. 

TWO further questions concerning the ex-Shah’s departure, in addition to those 
connected with pension and crown jewels and dealt with in our protocol, have recently 
arisen, namely llis Majesty's dobt to the Russian bank and the claims and charges 
against porsons in his suite. 

The latter question was finally settled at meetings between the two representatives 
and delegates of the Persian Government which took place on the 15th aud 16th 
August. The delegates agreed to a settlement of tho former question on the following 
linos: His Majesty to make over his properties to tho Persian Government, who would. 
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in return, make a email addition to the pension already assigned to him and take on 
themsolves his liabilities to the Banque d'Escompte. 

Unfortunately, however, a difficulty has arisen which will necessitate reference to 
onr Governments, and my Russian colleague and I have reluctantly agreed with the 
delegates that His Majesty’s departure be temporarily postponed. We have been 
asked by the Persian Government to enter into an undertaking to the effect that, if it 
ever be provetl to the satisfaction of the two Governments that the exiled Shah is 
engaged in intrigues in Persia, the Persian Government will be released from every 
obligation on the score of pension. 

It is natural, in view of Mohamad Ali’s character, that the Persian Government 
should endeavour to safeguard themselves againHt such an eventuality, but the question 
is a difficult one, and 1 do not think that the Russian Government, could agree to this 
proposal, involving as it doeB the possibility of the exShah being left in destitution on 
Russia’s hands, besides being open to interpretation as a reflection on Russian good 
faith. Moreover, there will he great temptation for the Persian Government to trump 
up charges of intrigue if they know that by proving these they can avoid the payment 
of the pension. 

Russia might to a certain extent be safeguarded from the first eventuality by an 
arrangement by which the Persian Government would reduce the pension to tho 
25,000 tomans originally offered should the event which they apprehend occur. By 
this means Mohamed Ali would no longer have sufficient means to conduct any 
important intrigue, and at tho same time ho would be able to live in comparative ease 
independent of Russian support. 


[31091] No. 435. 

Consul-General Cor to Sir Edward Grey.—■(Received August 17.) 

(No. 834.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, August 17, 1909. 

ANGLO-PERSrAN Oil Company. 

Tribal elders have ratified Mohammerah agreement, and amount of Company's 
rent and of Government loan have been paid to Sheikh. 


131086] No. 430. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 1172.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 17, 1909. 

ARRANGEMENTS for ex-Shah's departure (see your telegram No. G72 of to-day). 
Ex-Shah may still intrigue successfully against existing Government, in spite of 
all Russia's precautions to render him harmless. 

You should suggest to the Russian Government that it should be made clear to 
the ox-Slinll by the two Governments that, if satisfactory proof is given to them of his 
having intrigued, they will do nothing to oppose any decision by tho Persian 
Government for reducing his pension to the original sum which Persian Government 
intended to allow him. 


[31581 i No. 437. 

Hir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 127.) 

,si r , Foreign Office, August 17, 1909. 

THE Persian Minister came to see me to-day. He emphasised agaiu the feeling 
which was aroused in Persia by the continued presence of Russian troops, especially at 
Kazvin. lie complained that the troops at the latter place had given riso to the 
suspicion that they might advance on Tehran, owing to tho arrangements they had 
made to move to a camp 8 miles nearer Tehran, when it would have been just as easy, 
for sanitary reasons, for them to move to a camp on the other side of Kazvin, towards 
Reslit. lie also complained of the conduct of the Russian troops. In one case, a 
Russian officer had forceil himself into u meeting of women, which was not in 
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accordance with Moslem customs, and in another case they had arrested or shot several 

persons^ ^^sian Minister that these were matters which should be discussed 
between tho Persian and Russian Governments, but I might tell him that wnen 
M. Isvolsky was here he had expressed a desiro to withdraw tho Russian troops trom 
Persia, and had explained that the difficulty in doing so was that no one could be sure 
that order was yet firmly established. M. Isvolsky thought it would be a very a 
tiling if the troops were withdrawn and then had to bo sent back again, and he did not 
wish this to happen. Though many Russian subjects in Persia had expressed great 
apprehension and had urged that Russian troops should be sent to leliran the Russian 
Government had not yielded to these fears, and thoir restraint had been justified. But 
there was still a great deal of disorder in Persia. For instance, I was receiving great 
complaints from the south of Persia as to the damage to British trade and tho 
insecurity of the roads. If the Russians were receiving similar complaints from tuo 
north, it would be difficult for them to withdraw their troops. 

The Persian Minister said it was difficult to get the Russian Government to state 
definitely what steps on the part of tho Persian Government would enable the Russian 

troops to be withdrawn. . 

I suggested the dispatch of the Ala-ed-Dowleli to lahroez as a possible step, but 
the Persian Minister seemed to think that he would not be acceptable to the people ot 
Tabreez. .... , . .., ,, 

I told him that his Government should discuss the necessary steps with tne 
Russian Government, though I thought it was possible that, after all tho disturbances 
which had token place, the Russian Government might be roluctant to take a decision 
in the matter until they heard from M. Poklewski, whom they expected to report on 
the situation after his arrival at Tabreez. ., 

The Persian Minister dwelt very strongly on the complete order which, ho said, 
now existed in Tehran and Knzvin. 

I said I had no doubt that with the situation as it was at present the Russian 
Government could not have sent troops. But as their troops were already on the spot, 
they were afraid to withdraw them until they felt sure that the situation would go on 

impr ° viu8 - 1 havo, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[30649] No. 43'. 

Forciyn Ojfice to India Office. 

gj r Foreitjn Ojfice, August 17, 1001). 

WITH reference to the Foreign Office letter of the 5th instant relative to the 
erection of a second wire on the Tehmu-Shahrud telegraph liue and tho connection of 
that question with that of the exchange of telegraph lines in Persia between ills 
Majesty's and the Russian Governments, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from llis Majesty s Minister at leliran, 
emphasising the necessity of returning a reply to the Persian Govomment without 
delay on the former question, while deprecating immediate negotiations for the settle¬ 
ment of the latter. , , „ ,, , . 

I am to state that, in view of tho considerations adduced by Sir G. Barclay, and 
of the fact that tho interests of llis Majesty’s Government in connection with tho 
Arabistnn convention no longer form the only motivo for their wish to postpone 
negotiations on the question of the exchange of telograph lines, Sir E. Grey is disposed, 
in tho abseuco of objection on the part of Viscount Morlev, to address a telegram to 
llis Majesty's charge d’affaires at St. Potorsburgh in the sense of the penultimate 
paragraph of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram, adding that the reason for his opinion is tho 
state of public feeling in Persia with regard to the presence of foreign troops in that 
country. 

* I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


3 Y 


[1665] 


No. I'-G. 
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[31162] No. 139. 

Messrs, lillinyer and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received August 18.) 


gj rj 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, August 17, 1909. 

WE beg to inform you that wo purpose shipping on behalf of Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., from the Island of Ormuz, about 1,800 tons to 2,500 tons of red oxide of 
iron, by the steam-ship “ Edenhall," belonging to the West Hartlepool Steam Navi¬ 
gation Company, loading to commence about the 2Gth instant. M e give you this 
information in view of a paragraph in Mr. Norman s letter to our Mr. Ellinger, of the 
3rd May last, which says that if the Nationalists, or anyone else but Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., attempt to remove any of the oxide Sir G. Barclay will at once hear of it 
and take the necessary action. You may therefore think it desirable to inform the 
authorities at Bunder Abbas of the intended shipment. . 

We tnko the liberty of drawing your attention to our Mr. Ellingors letter to you of 
the -1th December. 190S, informing you of tho signature of a contract with Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co., and pointing out to you tho necessity, in the interests of all 
concerned, of tho fact not being disclosed, that a contract, had been made between 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., and tho Mouin-ut-I ujjar. 1 his is still of importance to 
the parties, and we shall therefore lie glad, if you find it necessary to cable informing 
the authorities of the shipment, if you will at the same time advise, them that. Messrs. 
Andrew Woir and Co.’s name must not be disclosed in connection with this business to 


the captain or officers of the steamer. 


We are, Ac. 

ELI.INGEH and CO. 


[31212] 


No. HO. 


Sir 6. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 073.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 18, 1909. 

M0I1AMED Aid MIRZA refuses to give up his property on the lines of the 
arrangopiont referred to in my immediately preceding telegram. The substance of 
that arrangement was briefly as follows:— 


Persian Government to take over His Majesty's liabilities to the extent of some 
MOO,000 tomans at 12 per cent., at the same time to increase Ilia pension to 
SI0.000 tomans per annum ; llis Majesty, oil the other hand, to make over to the 
Government his estates, which bring in an estimated income of 50,000-100,000 tomans. 


From a financial point of view the arrangement is nothing if not advantageous for 
the ex-Slmh, and the inducements for the Persian Government to grant such terms 
wore the fear that llis Majesty might use bis position as a landed proprietor for 
purposes of intrigue and their strong objection to giving foreigners a hold over this 
property. In this way the ex-Shah's legitimate interests are safeguarded, while the 
Persian Government have a substantial moral and political return for their financial 
loss. The Russian bank also will gain by securing the < iovernment’s guarantee for a 
loan which, as far as one can see, the security of His Majesty’s estates would not have 
covered satisfactorily, and, further, they are relieved from the many embarrassments 
which such a security would inevitably entail. 

His Majesty still refuses to yield, in spite of our endeavours to make clear the 
personal advantage accruing to him from such an arrangement. There must be either 
some sinister motive behind his obstinacy or else a linn belief that tho Russian bank 
will forgo this claim. 

My Russian colleague and 1 hope that wo may be instructed by our Governments 
to oblige His Majesty to give his consent. • 

M. Subline, who agrees fully with the above, is telegraphing to St. Potersburgh 
for authorisation in this sense. 

The joint protection accorded to His Majesty, it will be remotnbored, referred only 
to his person, and wo might consequently explain to him that if ho continues to reject 
this arrangement he will not only lose the increase to his pension, but also, in the 
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event of the Persian Government making themselves responsible, as they are willing to 
do on certain conditions, for His Majesty's debt to the Russian bank, the Persian 
Government will be allowed to confiscate his estates without protest from the two 
legations. 


[31263] No. 441. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 407.) V 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petershurgh, August 18, 1909. 

I WAS unable to induce the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to agree to the 
suggestion contained in your telegram No. 1172. llis Excellency is of opinion that 
any declaration such as you propose would bo utilised by the Persian Government 
as a pretext for reducing the ex-Shah’s pension without any valid cause. 

I persuaded him after some discussion to tolograph to M. Sabline that the Russian 
Government would do all in their power to prevont His Majesty from intriguing against 
the present regime in Persia with the pension which was settled upon him. 


[29933] No. 442. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 424.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 18, 1909. 

YOU should, unless you see any objection, insist that the exaction of rahdari 
should at once bo put an end to (see despatch No. 7, Commercial, of the 18th ultimo, 
from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire). 

I will take no action until f hear the result of your discussion with His Majesty’s 
consul-general; but the whole matter is one of considerable importance. 


[29333] No. 443. 

Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Foreign Office, August 18, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge with thanks tho 
receipt of your letters of the 3rd and 7th instant, relative to the insecurity' of the roads 
in Southern Persia and the consequent dumugo to British trade in that region. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that this question has for some time occupied tho 
most serious attention of His Majesty's Government, who have been, and still are, in 
frequent communication with the diplomatic and consular oflicers in Persia on tho 
subject, aud that they are fully alive to the good dispositions of tho new Persian 
Government towards Great Britain and to tho importance of taking advantage of them 
to effect an improvement in the present unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey fully shares tho view put forward by the firms who 
have addressed your Chamber that the greatest benefit would accruo to British trado 
in Southern Persia by' the establishment of a system of paid road guards; but I am to 
point out that there are grave difficulties in the way of the immediate application of 
such a system, the principal objection to which is its great expense, in the presont 
impoverished condition of the Persian Government 

1 am to assure you, however, that the matter will not be lost sight of, and that it 
will bo one of the questions discussed by His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran with llis 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire during tho approaching visit of the latter to tho 
capital. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET, 







[31341] 
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No. 444-. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 19.) 

Sir, India Office, August 18,1909. 

IN reply to your lottor of the 9th instant as to the desire of the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company to undertake, as a preliminary to an exhaustive geological examination, 
a topographical survey of the oil-producing regions of Persia, I am directed to say 
that, as indicated in my letter of the 5th instant, Viscount Morley sees no sufficient 
reason for the grant of any financial assistance from Indian revenues to the work. 
But if Sir E. Grey is satisfied that there are no objections on political grounds to 
the proposed survey, I,ord Morley i'b willing to ask the Government of India whether 
they can sparo the services of an officer for the purposes of the company’s survey, 
on the understanding that the whole of the cost connected with his deputation is 
defrayed by the company. 

It appears from the company's letter of the 15th July last that their immediate 
wish is to proceed with a survey of the country in the neighbourhood of ShuRter during 
the coming cold weather. 

I have, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


[31322] No. 416. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 19.) 

THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, und, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous 
letter, copy of it telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 15th August, on the question of 
the establishment of wireless telegraphy bolween Bahrein and Bushire. 

India Office, August 18, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 445. 

Government off India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. August 15, 1909. 

THE following is the purport of a telegram, dated the 12th instant, from the 
political resident in the Persian Gulf regarding Bahrein :— 

It is reported by political officer that he has been informed by Wonckhaus’s agent 
tlmt his company are desirous to effect the establishment of a system of wireless 
telegraphy between Bushire and Bahrein, and that agent had asked as to the probable 
attitude of the sheikh of Bahrein towards such a project. In roply, tho political 
officer siiid that, as a rule, the sheikh was opposed to innovations, but that, as a matter 
of fact, the Government of India had under their consideration certain proposals in 
this connection which had been made to thorn by the resident. Wonekhaus’s 
overtures may, I think, be regarded as a ballon d’essai, but it seems advisable to 
telegraph report. I may add that a wish to sot up a system of telephone has also been 
expressed by Wonckhaus's company. 


[313481 .No. 440. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 19.) 

(No. 075.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, September 19, 1909. 

OIL guard. 

Please see my telegram No. 053 of the 5th August, and your telegram No. 414 of 
the 9th August. 

His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire telegraphs as follows, No. S39:— 

“ I trust that we may soon receive orders regarding the final disposition of the oil 
guard." 


[31162] 
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No. 447. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 426.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 19, 1909. 

FOLLOWING refers to my telegram No. 412 of the Cth August: Hormuz oxide. 
A shipment of between 1,800 and 2,500 tons of oxide will be undertaken about 
the 26th August by Messrs. Ellinger on behalf of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. The 
oxide will be loaded on the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company's ship 
“EdenhalL” 

Messrs. Ellinger think that you may wish to notify this to the authorities at 
Bunder Abbas, and further request that no mention be made to the master and officers 
of the “ Edenhall" of the name of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 


[31212] No. 4l8. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

(No. 1190.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 19, 1909. 

HIS Majesty’s Government fully sharo views expressed by Sir G. Barclay in his 
telegram No. 673 of the 18th August, .concerning the ex-Shah's property. 

You may inform Russian Government of this, and ask them to authorise their 
charge d’affaires to join, as soon as possible, in communication to His Majesty in the 
sense proposed in last paragraph of above telegram. 


[31437] No. 449. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received August 20.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, August 19, 1909. 

REFERRING to the vice-chairman’s letter to you dated tho 21st ultimo, I shall bo 

f ind to know if any information has yet been received from His Majesty's Minister at 
'ehran with reference to tho payment of tho Imperial Commissioner’s salary. 

In tho absence of any definite instructions to tho contrary, and in view of the 
telegram received by the commissioner from Nezammedin, I have felt compelled to pay 
the salary due for the month of July, since tho commissioner was pressing for its 
payment. But when doing so, I addressed the letter as per enclosed copy to the 
commissioner, urging him to get his Government to officially notify to His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran the removal of the embargo on its payment. 

In reply I have received a loiter from tho commissioner, as por ouelosed copy, 
from which you will see that he states that Saad-ed-Dowleh had no authority to placo 
an embargo on tho payment of his salary, and that since tho Cabinet, of which ho was 
a member, is no longer in existence, there is no justification for our requiring a 
confirmation through the Foreign Office of tho removal of the embargo. 

As the presont position of uncertainty is very unsatisfactory, I shall be much 
obliged if you can obtain through His Majesty's Minister at Tehran definito authorisa¬ 
tion from the Porsian Government for the continuance of tho paymout of tho 
commissioner's salary, in confirmation of the telegram purporting to come from 
Nezammedin, as quoted in the vice-chairman's lettor to you of the 21st ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 419. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh. 

Sir, August 12, 1909. 

YOUR letter of the 10th instant to Mr. C. W. Wallace addressed to his private 
house has, in his absence on a touring journey round England, been forwarded to me 
for attention. 

[1065] 3 Z 
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Your salary for July has not yet been paid because we have been waiting a 
confirmation through tho Foreign Office of the removal by your Government of the 
embargo placed by them upon its payment. This confirmation has not yet come, but 
in anticipation of its receipt I enclose a cheque for the usual amount, 83/. 6s. 8 d., 
which kindly acknowledge on the accompanying receipt form. 

It would, however, bo more satisfactory if you could get the removal of the 
embargo officially notified by Sir George Barclay in accordance with Mr. Wallace’s 
letter of the 23rd ultimo, and I hope you will give this your attention. 

The same settlement of this company’s shares for the London Stock Exchange has 
been fixed for tho 18th instant. The dato for the Glasgow Stock Exchange has not yet 
been arranged, but it will probably be the same. 

In Mr. Wallace’s absence T shall bo glad to Bee you at any time it may be convenient 
for you to call should you wish to discuss any questions. 

I am, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 449. 

Sadigh-es-Saltaneh to Amjto-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, The Itoyal Palace, Hotel, Kensington, August 17, 1909. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant. 

With regard to the embargo on my salary, I must draw your attention to tho fact 
that tho so-called embargo was not placed on my salary by the late Government, nor 
by the Ministry of Mines, but by Saad-ed-Dowleh, who, even in doing (hat on his own 
responsibility, took an unusual step in executing it. If tho late Cabinet were in 
existence, there might have been somo justification for your expectation for a confirma¬ 
tion of the removal of tho embargo through the Foreign Office, but noth the change of 
the old regime everything is changed, and the new Government has, by telegram, 
authorised mo to got my salary in full (which I have communicated to you on the 
20th ultimo). It would be a very strange thing should I apply to my Government for 
another confirmation through an unusual channel. 

I hope you will fully realise the inexpediency of such a stop on my part. 

Concluding with my thanks for your kind expressions, I am, Ac. 

SADIG H-ES-SA LTAN EH. 


[31484] No. 160. 

Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, S(. Petersburgh, August 20, 1909. 

PROPERTY of the ex-Shah. Please refer to your telegram No. 1190 of 
yesterday. 

The arrangement which Sir O. I3arc!av and M. Sablino propose would bo readily 
accepted by the Russian Government so far as their own interests are concerned. 
They have been informed, however, by M. Chapchal, who is at present in 
St. Petersburgh, that a revenue of at least 300,000 tomans per annum comes in from 
tho estates of the ex-Shah in Azerbaijan, and that only a portion of the estates can 
have been taken into account in forming the estimate of a maximum revenue of 
100,000 tomans only. M. Chapchal is intimately acquainted with the affairs of tho 
ex-Shah. A grave injustice to His Majesty would be involved, if his information is 
correct, by the arrangement proposed ; and M. Sazonow suspects that the Persian 
Government have been guilty of some sharp practice in tho matter, and thinks that 
Russia and Great Britain should not be parties to any such thing. 

The subject will 1 k* discussed by M. Sazonow with tho Minister of Financ.e 
to-morrow. He is apparently disposed, if it is proved that his suspicions are well 
founded, to suggest that tho estates of tho ex-Shah should be administered by a person 
to be appointed by His Majesty. This person should devote tho revenues of the estates 
to paying oft His Majesty’s debts, and the estates would la* restored to Mohammed Ali 
or his family as soon as the debts were extinguished. The administrator would be 
supervised in his work by the Russian consul-general at Tabreez. 
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Indin OJJicc to Foreign Office.—(Received August 21.) 

§j r> India Office , August 19, 1909. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
regarding tho proposal that Lieutenant Wilson should be authorised to make a pre¬ 
liminary 0 survey of the Kherka irrigation scheme projected by tho sheikh of 
Mohammerah. . 

Viscount Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal to instruct Ills Majestys 
Minister at Tehran by telegraph to authorise the consul-general at Bushire to allow 
Lieutenant Wilson to undertake the survey. The officers concerned will doubtless bear 
in mind the need for caution inculcated in Sir E. Grey’s telegrams Nos. 309 of 22nd 
June, and 393 of 21st July to Sir G. Barclay. 

Lord Morley also concurs in Sir E. Grey’s proposal that, on the understanding that 
tho cost will he equally divided between the British and Indian Exchequers, a portion 
of the oil guard should be retained for Lieutonant Wilson’s use. lie will submit to the 
Council of India, on the receipt of the reply to tho draft telegram to Sir G. Barclay 
enclosed with your letter, that a moiety of the expenso of retaining such a portion of 
the guard as may be considered necessary should be borne by Indian revenues. 

I am, &c. 

A. GODLEY. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 21.) 

gir t India Office, August 19, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter, dated tho 17th instant, as to the erection of a second wire 
on the Tohran-SIuthrud telegraph line, and the exchange of tolegrapli lines in Persia 
between lbs Majesty’s and the Russian Governments, 1 am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the terms of the telegram which Secrotary Sir E. Grey proposes to 
addross to llis Majesty’s charge d'affaires at St. Petersburgh on the subject. 

T am, fee. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Sir G. Bordug to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 

(No. 677.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, August 21, 1909. 

FIVE hundred Arabs posted near Kemalabad, some 60 miles west of Kerman, 
are blocking the road between the latter town and Yezd. 

At a spot a few miles south-east of Kemalabad they recently captured Mr. Wright, 
of the Imperial Bank, and are holding him in captivity at Nasirioh. 

1 am warning tho Persian Government that I shall hold them responsible for any 
harm which may occur to him, and pressing them to take steps to secure his release. 

At the samo time I am endeavouring to get a message through to the robbers 
demanding tho immediate liberation of that gentleman. 

It appears that llis Majesty's consul at Kerman warned Mr. Wright of the risk ho 
would run in undertaking his journey at that moment. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Burctag. 

(No. 428.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 397 of the 2-u‘d July. Can you porsuado 
Persian Government to hasten their reply V 

Considerable delay lias already taken place with regard to the question of the 
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payment of the oil commissioner's salary, and, in consequence, the July portion of it 
tvas paid on the 12th August by the oil company to Sadigh-es-Sultaneh. Oil company 
gave as their reason for doing this that they anticipated a confirmation from the 
Foreign Office of the removal of the embargo. 


[31543] No. 455. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 1219.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 

TEHRAN-$HAHRUD telegraph line (See Tehran telegram No. 671 of the 
14th August). 

Renewed pressure is being put upon Indo-European Telegraph Department to erect 
Shahrud line, and any further delay in replying will cause annoyance to Persian 
Government. His Majesty’s Government therefore suggest that erection of line, which 
will take about six weeks, should at once be undertaken. 

You should inform Russian Government of this, adding that, in view of present 
disturbed state of feeling in Persia caused by presence of foreign troops, Sir G. Barclay 
considers present moment inopportune for entering upon negotiations with Persian 
Government for tho exchange of telegraph lines. 


[31348] No. 456. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 9th instant, relative to Lioutenant Wilson's 
proposed survey in connection with the scheme of irrigation from the River Kerkha 
which it is hoped to carry out, and the suggested retention of a portion of the Indian 
guard, now employed for the protection of the Anglo-Porsian Oil Company’s works, to 
assist him in that task, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a further telegram from Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,* expressing 
tho hope that final orders regarding the withdrawal of the guard from their present 
employment will not long be delayed. 

I am accordingly to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive a reply to my 
letter abovo referred to at Viscount Morley’s earliest convenience. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[31341 J No. 157. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter of the loth ultimo, relative to a proposed topographical survey of that part of 
Persia which is bolioved to contain oil. 

1 am to inform you in reply that Sir E. Groy would not fool justified in approaching 
the lyords Commissioners of llis Majesty's Treasury with a request for authority to 
incur the expense which would necessarily fall on Imperial revenues by the participation 
of Ilis Majesty’s Government in such a sebomo, and that the Secretary of State for 
India, to whom your proposal has beou referred, secs no sufficient reason for the grant 
of any financial assistance from Indian revenues for the work. 

viscount Morley has, howovor, expressed his willingness to ask tho Government of 
India whether they can spare the services of an ollicor for tho purposes of the proposed 
survey, on the understanding that the whole of the cost connected with his deputation 
is defrayed by your company. 

I am, &o. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


• No 446. 


[31602] No. 458. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 078.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek, August 22, 1909. 

THE new governor-general, Mukhber-es-8ultaneh, has arrived at l'nbreez. 

I did everything in my power to secure the appointment of Aln-ed-Dowleh to this 
post in his place, but the Persian Government insisted on Mukhbor-es-Sultaneh. 

Moreover, Aln-ed-Dowleh, I am given to understand, would have declined this 
appointment on grounds of ill-health if it had been offered to hum 
Reference is to your telegram No. 409 of the 4th August. 


[31603] No. 459. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 679.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 

PLEASE see St. Petersburgh telegram No. 415 of the 20th August. 

There is a great exaggeration in Chapchal’s estimate of 300,000 tomans per 
annum, and my Russian colleague, in reply to a telegram from his Government, in which 
this estimate was given at 400,000, has pointed this out to them. He makes the 
charitable suggestion that Chapchal has inadvertently added a nought. 

His late Majesty stated to my Russian colleague and myself at a recent audience, 
with the intention of impressing us as much as possible with the value of his estate, 
that an offer for them of 75,000 tomans a-year bad been recently made to him. 

There is, as far as I can see, no reason whatever to suspect that the Persian 
Government have in this matter any ulterior object in view* beyond their very natural 
wish to ensure the estates remaining free of Russian control. For all those who are 
anxious to avoid intervention, any solution on the lmsiB of such control would be fraught 
with embarrassment. 

I cannot understand that reliance should lie placed on the word of such a person as 
Chapchal rather than on that of Russian charge d'affaires. 

In his telegram to Russian Government reporting our proposed arrangement, 
M. Sabline estimated at 75,900 tomans per annum the value of the estates. 


[31604] No. 460. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 680.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 

IT appears from a report to the Indian Government by Major Reunion, who is 
now at Birjand, that the Russian consul for Seiston asked permission to remain at 
Birjand for the winter, and is hopeful that his Government will.sanction this. 

Should tho Russian Government approve this proposal, Major Reunion is of opinion 
that an accredited British consular representative at Birjand will lie necessary, and 
suggests that vice-consular status, together with vice-consular and pnmphuary allowance 
should bo given “ pending further developments ” to Mr. IIowsou, the local telegraph 
officer. 

Major Kennion’s proposal meets with my approval, but I would venture to suggest 
that we should see bow this arrangement works before considering the 11 further 
developments." 


[31605] 


No. 461. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 681.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Guluhek, August 22, 1909. 

MY Russian colleague has received a telegram from the Russian Government 
stating the value of the ex-Shah’s properties in Azerbaijan as 400,000 tomans a-year, 
on the authority not of Chapchal luouu, but of others cognizant with ilis Majesty’s 
[1665] 4 A 
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affairs. We aro asking the two consuls at Tabreez to give us their joint opinion. 
I do not know what better authority we could have than tliat on which we gave our 
original estimate, i.e., the authority of the Shah himself, of the Russian Bank, and of 
the Persian Government. 

(Confidential.) 

I suspect the Russian Government of having consulted Hnrtwig and Ostrogradsky 
in addition to Chapchal; that Russia, with the control of the properties, should 
abandon in Azerbaijan a stake which could be exploited politically with such advantage 
would probably be opposed by both. 


[31606] No. 402. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 682.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, August 22, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 077. 

Wright has boen released. 


[31717] No. 463. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 083.) 

(Telographic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 

WITH roferonce to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 250 of the 27th July, 1908, and to 
my despatch No. 306 of the 1st December, 1908, regarding the murder of Abu Thabi 
subjects by inhabitants of Taoona and the proposed course of action for the capture and 
trial of the murderers, I have the honour to report that His Majesty’s ship “Redbreast," 
whilst cruising on the pearl banks, captured one of the culprits, who, whilst efforts 
were being made to capture the remaining two offenders, was conveyed with my 
approval to Abu Thabi, and there temporarily incarcerated. The sheikh of Abu Thabi, 
however, for fear that the victims' relations at present in Abu Thabi might, unless the 
prisoner were handed over to them, become troublesome, refused to become responsible 
for his safe keeping; consequently, the political agent at Bahrein was entrusted with 
the safe custody ot the murderer. 

His Majesty's consul-geueral at Bushire is of the opinion that if this prisoner be 
placed in charge of the Persian local authorities, it is likely that they will connive at 
his escape. 

In the event of prisoner not being tried in Aim Thabi, I presume that he must 
undergo his trial on Persian soilbut before I ask for the undertaking which you 
mention in your telegram referred to, I shall consult with His Majesty’s consul-general 
in Bushire asto what place in Persia he considers most suitable for the culprit’s trial. 
The latter will lie kept ill Bahrein pending the result of this consultation. 


[31628] No. 464. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 670.) 

Sir, Constantinople, August 17, 1909. 

WITH roferonce to my despatch No. 633 of the 4th August, 1909, 1 have tho 
honour (o forward herewith a despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, consul-general 
at Bagdad, submitting memorandum of conversations with the representatives of tho 
leading Mujtahids of Nejef on the subject of Russian troops in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 464. 

Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No. 84.) 

Sir, Bagdad, July 14, 1909. 

IN continuation of my telegram dated the 13th July, 1909,1 have tho honour to 
enclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a memorandum drawn up by me 
after my interview with the representatives of the Ulema of Nejef. 

I have, &c. 

J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and IJis Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 464. 

Memorandum by Consul-General Ramsay. 

ON tho 13th July, 1909, I received a visit from Mirza Mehdi Agha, sou of 
Akhund Mulla Muhammad Kadhem Kliorassani, and Mirza Molisin, the son-in-law of 
Seyyid Abdulla Bebehani. They were accompanied by Mirza Ibrahim, late dragoman 
of iho Persian consulate-general, and Mirza Muhammad, clerk to Akhund Mulla 
Muhammad. 

They said that the matters which they had come to discuss had been fully debated 
by tho Mujtahids at Ncjof, and that, though they only came to see me with a private 
and friendly request for advice, they were authorized to speak on behalf of tho 
lenders of religious thought in Nejef, and thoy said that they were anxious to have my 
advice. 

Their complaint was that the presence of the Russian troops at various places in 
Persia was unjustifiable, as foreigners had suffered no injury, and the presence of the 
troops made it impossible for the country to have rest. They admitted that they were 
under obligations to Great Britain for the help that it had given to the popular 
movement, but said that they did not understand why England now adopted a purely 
passive attitude. 

I said that, as far as I was aware, the policy of England had not ebangod, that wo 
wore as anxious as they could be to sec Persia at peace and free of foreign troops, but 
that I had no information that would enable me to form a judgment as to the need for 
the retention of Russian troops in Persia. I explained the object ol the Anglo-Russian 
arrangement, and said that tho recent occasion was probably the only ono on which tho 
British Government had volunteered any advice to the. Mujtahids, and I thought that it 
was a pity that they had not acted upon it. I pointed out that the more the Mujtahids 
excited tho peoplo against the Russian troops the moro difficult it was for tho Russians 
to withdraw with any safety. 

After much discussion my visitors 6aid that they were willing to guarantee that 
poace would be restored in Persia, and that foreigners would be quito safe as soon as 
the Russians withdrew their troops. My visitors said they could not ensure peace as 
long as the troops were in Persia because the troops ill-treated the people, arrested the 
well-wisliors of the popular party, searched houses, and did other tilings tliat excited 
the populace. Finally, I said that it was difficult for us, with the most friendly inten¬ 
tions, to discuss measures because we wero not sufficiently well informed us to facts. 1 
pointed out that His Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Tehran was much bettor informed, 
and I assured them that his object was to see Persia prosperous and peaceful. 1 said 
that I would roport what hud been said, and if I received any communication for them 
in reply I would lot them know. 

In reply to the question whether tho Russian troops wero al bo protecting British 
subjects in Northern Persia, I said that they had no doubt considered tins part of their 
duty, as our troops, while they wore in Bushire, considered it their duty to protect all 
foreigners. , . . . 

My visitors said that the Mujtahids wore receiving many complaints and demands 
for advice and assistance. They had not sanctioned any violent methods, but had 
replied that thoy were striving to get the Russian troops withdrawn, and that if 
everything else failed they were willing to be martyrs for the canse of their religion 
and nation. 











I cannot help thinking that if the withdrawal of the troops is much longer delayed 
sentiment and fanaticism may get the better of reason and judgment and so bring 
about most regrettable complications. 

Up to tho present time the Persians scorn to bear no ill-will towards England, but 
it is difficult to say how much longer this desirable frame of mind will exist 
J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General, Bagdad. 


[31854] No. 465. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 684.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahelt, August 23, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

I have received information from His Majesty’s acting consul-general of the 
advance to the Knradagh district from Tabreez of three detachments of Russian troops, 
each numbering eighty men. Two of these forces, attached to which are the chief of 
the stalT and officers of the general stall, are intended to map the country, the third is 
to afford protection to villages that are being pillaged by a relative of Rahim Khan. 

With one of the former is a member of the Russian consulate-general, who is to 
negotiate certain claims Russians have against Rahim Khan. Officers have received 
strict orders not U) provoke inhabitants, and to take no administrative action. 

Air. Smart has pointed out that unpleasant incidents may arise as tho result of the 
dispatch of those troops into disturbed regions, and has expressed the hopo to his 
Russian colleague that he may use his influence to dissuade the military authorities 
from undertaking in tho future similar expeditions for the purpose of map-making. 

My Russian colleague not having, I gather, taken any steps in the matter, 1 have 
refrained from urging this point with him, as it is too late to prevent the dispatch of 
these troops. I concur, however, with tho actiug consul-general. 


L31851] No. 460. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 417.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg/!, August 23, 1909. 

PERSIA. 

Persian Government have instructed their representative hero to make a protest 
against tho intended departure of the following bastis now being sheltered by the 
Russian Rogation: Amcor Bahadur, Mojalla Sultan, and three other reactionaries, from 
the capital. The Persian Government state that these persons aro accused of non¬ 
political crimes, in addition to the civil actions which arc pending against them. 

The Russian Government are instructing M. Sabline to intimate that the sanctity 
of bast will be strictly maintained, and that if the persons in question are legally 
represented by attorneys after they have left Tehran that will be sufficient. 'Tho 
Russian Government are of opinion that the suggestion of the Persian Government is 
merely an excuse for tho exercise of political vengeance. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs requests me to ask whether instructions may 
be sent to llis Majesty’s Minister to support Sabline. 


L3L852] No. 467. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grei/. — (Received August 23.) 

(No. 118.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 23, 1909. 

Please see telegrams Nos, 679 and 681 of the 21st and 22nd instant from Uis 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me that a further report from Russian 
charge d'affaires is being awaited, lie repeated to me this afternoon that tho arrange¬ 
ment proposed by the two representatives would be acceptable both to himself and the 
Finance Minister if it proved to be not financially unfair to tho ex-Shah. 


131604] No. 467*. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

I No. 431.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, A 

YOUR telegram No. 680 [of the 22nd August: Ilritish vice-const 
I agree. 


igust 23, 1909. 
1 at Itirjnnd]. 


[1665] 


4 A“ 
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[29476] No. 468. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 432.) 

(Telegraphic.) P._ Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 

RETENTION of oil guard. Please see your telegram No. 653 of the 8th August. 
The portion of the guard retained will no longor have any connection with the 
operations of the company, and therefore we cannot ask the latter to continue to pay 
the guard, as they have done up till now. The British and Indian Exchequers would 
therefore have to share the cost of maintaining the guard retained. 

Ascertain from His Majesty’s consul-general]the number of men he wishes to he 
retained, the length of time for which they would be required, and pay the sum which 
would be needed monthly to defray the cost of their pay. 

The Treasury will be requested to sanction the halving with the Government of 
India of the cost of the portion of the guard retained. This arrangement would date 
from the departure of the rest of the guard. You should retain the number required, 
sending the rest back to India. 


[31552] No. 469. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 433.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 

PLEASE instruct Major Cox to authorise the undertaking of the survey which it 
is proposed that Lieutenant Wilson should carry out in connection with the Klierklia 
irrigation scheme (see your telegram No. 636 of the 29th July). 


[30698] No. 470. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 128.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 134 a of the 12th and 142 of the 
21st ultimo, reporting on recent events in Persia from the acceptance by the late 
Shah of the firogramme of reforms presented to His Imperial Majesty by Great 
Britain and Russia to his deposition. 

I have, to express to you my warm thanks for these reports, which I have read 
with deep interest, as well as my appreciation of the high qualities which you have 
shown throughout the time occupied by the events described. 

I have learnt with gratification of the excellent services rendered by the gentlemen 
mentioned in the latter of your two despatches, which, as most of them are servants 
of the Government of India, I have brought to the notice of Viscount Morley of 
Blackburn. 

r I may add that the manly and sensible attitude maintained by the British colony 
at lehran throughout a trying time has made a deep impression on His Majesty’s 
Government’ 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[30698] 


No. 471. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 


Slr > T ... , , _ Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of two despatches from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,* reporting on recent events 
in 1 ersia from the acceptance by the late Shah of the programme of reforms presented 
to His Imperial Majesty by Great Britain and Russia to his deposition. 


4 B 


[16651 


Nos. 312 and 427. 
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I am to request you to draw Viscount Morley’s particular attention to the last 
paragraph of the latter of these two despatches, expressing appreciation of the services 
rendered during these events by certain members of the staff of His Majesty’s Legation 
and other gentlemen, and I am to state that Sir E. Grey has read this portion of 
Sir G. Barclay’s report with special gratification. 

Lord Morley will observe that most of the gentlemen. mentioned in this paragraph 
are servants of the Government of India, and his Lordship will doubtless consider the 
propriety of calling attention to their services in the proper quarter. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[31963] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 

INo. 035.) v J ) 

Tt&W «t Kerman. *** * 19 ° 9 ' 

Your telegram No. 369 of the 14th August. 

Delegate sent to Baluchi Khan Sirdar Said by Vice-Consul at Kuh-Malik-Siah has 
brought back assurances that all will be quiet. 

No confirmation of letter from Russian consul at Seistan could be obtained bv 
agent. J 

The tribal chiefs have returned home. 


Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 


[31967] 


oir 

(No. 680.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 

rT ,g - . Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 


(telegraphic ) R Gulahek, August 24,1909. 

M-oHAII S properties. 

With reference to my telegram No. 681 of the 22nd August, I am informed by 
the Russian chargd d’affaires thnt Shah’s properties iu Azerbaijan are not worth more 
than 40,000 tomans per annum in the opinion of the Russian consul-general at 
labreez. His Majesty s consul-general has not yet replied, but I understand that he 
will corroborate this estimate Pending his reply, T telegraph at once that the occasion 
may not be lost of again pressing the Russian Government to instruct M. Sabline to act 
with me in compelling the ex-Shah to hand over his estates. 

This step would open the way for the early departure of His Majesty, for we should 
then have a means of exerting pressure on the Persian Government to make them 
relinquish their claims for the restoration of sundry properties, such as jewels rifles 
horses, donkeys, mules and saddles enumerated in a list which they have laid 
before us. J 

As an alteration of this arrangement, I suggest that Russian chargd d’affaires be 
authorised to allow the question ot the debt to the Russian bank to be settled in the 
future. 


[31968] No. 474. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24) 
f No. 687.) ' 

Tel *SITUATION at Reman. ®*“* •**“ «• 

W‘th reference to my telegram No. 682 of the 22nd August, I am informed 
that 800 Arabs are attacking Kamalabad, where James, of the Indo-European Tele 
graph Company and Wright, of the Imperial Bank, have taken up quarters’ 
1 heir position is dangerous. 1 1 

lm :, e a . further telegram from His Majesty’s consul at Kerman 

reporting that the situation is most Berious, as the tribesmen ure reckless and the local 
authorities powerless. 
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131019] 


No. 470°. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirnc. 

(No. 1231.) 

11 degraplnc ) B- Foreign Office, August 24, 1909. 

I OUR telegram No. 383 : Loan of Mr. New. 

I approve. 


[1665] 
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No. 475. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 

(No. 688.) J / 

(Telegraphic.) P- . Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 

I HI. Manager of the Imperial Bank has received an application for a loan of 
1(10,000/., and asked my advice on the matter. I have replied in accordance with 
the instructions contained in your telegram No. 407 of the 30th July, adding that' 
any advance must be made in connection with the Russian Bank. 

I have also been approached on this subject by a member of committee, to 
whom I pointed out that I could not encourage the Imperial Bank to make nny loan in 
which the two banks did not participate. 

M. Sabline gives me to understand that the Russian Bank will decline if applied to 
but anti-Russian feeling is at present so pronounced that it is quite possible that, in 
spite of the pressing need of money with which the present Government is hampered, 
they will not apply to Russia. 


[31851] No. 476. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 437.) y 

( Lelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , August 24, 1909. 

i UU should ascertain the facts connected with the claims of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment against the reactionaries in bast at the Russian Legation (see telegram No. 417 
iiom Ct. 1 etersburgh of yesterday’s date), and let me know your views on the matter. 


[31322] No. 477. 

F reign Office to India Office. * 

r j. . _ n . Foreign Office, August 24, 1909. 

l * ^ | directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th instant, forwarding copy of a telegram from the Government of India 
relative to the desire of Messrs. Wonckhaus to establish wireless telegraphy between 
Bahrein and Bushire. r J 

In this connection I am to enquire, with reference to my letter of the 23rd March, 
whether any further steps have recently been taken with a view to the extension of 
telegraphic communication in the Persian Gulf. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[31437] No. 478. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

k' r ' T * hi i* , . Foreign Office, August 24,1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant, relative to the payment of the salary due by your Company 
to the commissioner appointed by the Persian Government. 

I am to inform you in reply that, on the receipt of your letter, Sir E. Grey 
addressed a telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, informing him that, in 
view of the delay m making this payment which had already taken pbne, your 
Company had, on the 12th instant, handed over to Sadigh-ea-Sultaneh the amount 
due for the month of July, and had at the same time informed him that they took 
this step in anticipation of the confirmation through this Office of the statement that 
the embargo placed on Sadigh-es-Sultaneh’s salary by Saad-ed-Dowleh had beoii removed 
by the 1 orsian Government. Sir E. Grey instructed Sir G. Barclay at the same time 
to endeavour to expedite the reply of the Porsian Government to the question asked 
of them us to who was entitled to receive the salary due to the Imperial commissioner. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[32064] No. 479. 

Mi-. F. C. Stride to Foreign Office.—{Received August 25.) 

q. Baltic House, Leadenlmll Street, London 

Blr - , August 24, 1909. 

Mr David Brown* “ 6rewltk C0 P lea cables exchanged with my agent at Tehran, 

Should you wish to see me on this subject, I shall be pleased to call on you any 
time convement to you. ' 7 

I have, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 479. 

Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. to Mr. D. Brown. 

(Telegraphic.) . London, August 16, 1909. 

iJN the event of our obtaining the concession we shall be prepared to carryout 
the contract provided it exists. Difficult to form an opinion as to value of concession 
until we know its terms. If we made an offer would concession include oxide mined 
Urmuz waiting shipment, and would it give us right work all other minerals Ormuz 
and other islands, when would concession come into force ? Cannot you form rough 
opinion as to sum required ? Would you advise us offer a round sum cash for twenty 
years lor Urmiiz and other Persian islands, or part in cash, part in royalties? We 
repeat • we are exceedingly anxious secure concession, and are prepared close 
immediately on reasonable terms, subject, of courso, to approval of British Minister. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 479. 

Mr. D. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 

( relegraphic.) Tehran, August 23, 1909. 

L ™ l<> y ?" r of 17tb A’dwst. m our opinion 40,0001 cash, 

00f- per annum royalty should obtain concession Ormuz and all other Porsian 
islands ill lemon "ilf sixty years, including all oxide minod Ormuz, aud right to 
work all other minerals, tolegraph as soon as possible your views regarding it, is 


. Inclosure 3 in No. 479. 

Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. to Mr. D. Brown. 

1 olographic.) London, August 24, 1909. 

A ligures named, namely 40,0001. cash and 2,0001. annual royalty sixty years, 
do your utmost include minerals salt Porsian littoral, of course without interfering 
Anglo-1 ersian Oil Company s concessions. Failing this do utmost secure mainland 
concessions now held by Mom, which understand include Miuab, Namakdam, Kliamir 
Kong, Mamasam. If tins impossible, close on terms your cable, of courso understand 
all mined minerals and salt on concessions obtained for us belong us immediately, 
including -.poo tons about of Ormuz oxide, for which Ellingor, and, or Weir sending 
Edenhull Ormuz within few days from Bussorah, and which, if concession obtainod 

imdh RnS'iaf Ba^k W ° ir * 11 ^ Wo ar ° *»*■"«> “P- 
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[32087] No. 480. 

(No Cl -9 ) ® lr G ' Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—{Received August 25.) 

(Tlile GE&E C RAL amnesty. Gulahek, August 25, 1909. 

With reference to your telegram No. 421 of the 13th August, our joint note has 
thev recoimfp T H nsat,sfactor y reply from the Persian Government. They state that 
moment arises. H lm P ortonce of an amnesty, and that they will proclaim it when the 

askci U the r< Pe!-,;!‘ at p 0ffenCeS 0t i le J'u I,oli ‘ ioal mi g bt be ensured an impartial trial, we 
a se o Tl. r £° v . er “' ° lloWln « the P rece dent of the British legation in the 
the l° J l lie b;Lst ‘ s wl,en tins point was insisted on, to allow a representative of 
%irft concerned ‘0 he present at the trial in cases where its bastis were to 

In reply the Persian Government declare that they will he aided if the two 

ffi 0 the‘'court R to® 1 / ^ r 601 co, ^ de ?“ ” them 1 that a proper trial will be afforded 
U .to the traitors and civil oflenders who have sought in the legations 

£ ™ Tl”' JU ? tlCe r U t them for murders - robberies, and defalcations 8 ; that 
si h gu P of distrust 17 b r ° f the eg n t,0nB | uri “* the Proceedings would be the greatest 
uforenrer P ntafivns d l hey fp n “ 0t ^° W the ”‘ to be P re8ent ' bufc that they hope the 
themin“r 7 P 8 ent ‘ re trU8t th ° PerBian court *> wiil “-o^rat' with 

V ,Unk rl g b tlv, considers this reply to be a revolt against Russian 
anTffi f*? ? f wh “* haVe ab e ad y &comc apparent i„° more or less 

tangible form. The bastis m question are for the most part in the Russian legation 

should use°tlie an i m that Ru881an • ob "f S d ’ affi * ires is advising his Government that we 
should use the same pressure with the now Government as we did with the ex-Shah 

MoSin 8 th°e U oereon e t al8 °. u H h ? ld tbo right of the legation under whose 

usi&3Ji!£&Z2, , &£ tSSffS£‘ h 


[32088] No. 481. 

(No. 690 ) S,r G ' llarcl "’ J 10 Sir E <lward Greg.—{Received August 25.) 

(fele fX- P SHAH'S'property. Gulahek, August 25, 1909. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 6Sf, of the 24th August 
hollowing from consul-general at Tabreez 

No. 183 of the 24th August. 

Revenues of Azerbaijan property vary with the price of cereals. I have ascertained 
consul-general is telegraphing to this effect. Russian 

tir/ 'H' r personal properties, but total revenues of villages fficlud ng wTat 
was due to the hmancial Department as Government taxes. g iat 

J' 1,0 P 110 ? « ra "‘ fell to its normal level atW the Constitution had lieen estah 

shed, and only the share of his personal properties was received by Shah. 


i C 
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No. 482. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 691.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 25, 1909. 

Ex-SHAH’S suite. 

With reference to Mr. O’Beirne’s telegram No. 417 of the 23rd August, the action 
of Persian Minister in St. Petorsburgh is an attempt on the part of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to elude agreement. 

The delegates consented verbally on the 16th August, during the negotiations for 
the departure of the ex-Shah, to allow the bastis in question to leave with His Majesty 
if they appointed attornies, against whom, in the presence of a representative of the 
Russian Legation, claimants could take action. 

The new Government will lie freed more effectively by their departure than by 
their imprisonment, and I believe this course, in addition to having been accepted by the 
Persian Government, is also the wisest. The delegates had intimated that, out of 
deference to the Russian legation, these men would in no case be condemned to the 
capital punishment. 

During the six weeks during which they have been in bast no charges have been 
brought against them, although, in addition to the civil action pending, it would 
probably he possible to convict them of non-political offences. My Russian colleague 
has, besides, repeatedly declared to the delegates that he would' sanction the trial 
of these bastis if a representative from his legation were present, and that he had no 
wish to prevent justice being meted out to them. 

As far as possible, I have tried to avoid anything which looked like giving these 
men British protection, and my action in regard to the question has been limited to a 
general request, in our noto regarding amnesty, that any legation should be repre¬ 
sented at, llie trial of its bastis. In the course of the negotiations, however, in regard 
to the ex-Shah's departure, the delegates raised the question of their treatment, and I 
concurred in the course verbally agreed to. 

With your approval, I propose, in the event of the question again being raised, to 
join It Sablino in upholding the arrangement, which delegates of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment have accepted. Should these men return to Persia, it is perfectly understood by 
the delegates and by the two representatives that the Russians will afford them 
no protection, but it might be desirable to obtain a similar assurance from the Russian 
Government. 


[32092] No. 483. 

^ Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg/,, August 25, 1909. 

EX-SHAH'S properties. 

Please seo Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 0S0 of the 24th August and your telegram 
No. 1190 of the 19th. 

On my calling on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to urge that authorisation 
should now bo sent to Russian charge d'affaires to join in bringing pressure to bear on 
the ex-Slmh with a view to obtaining his consent to the surrender of his estates, I found 
that a new suggestion lmd been made by the .Minister of Finance, and M. Sazonow 
had already telegraphed to M. Sablino in the sense of this suggestion. 

The Minister of Finance is afraid that, if the ex-Shah’s properties wore finally 
surrendered to the Persian Government, tho Russian Government, in the event of His 
Majesty’s death, would have to support his family. 

He therefore desires the Persian Government to agree that tho properties shall 
revert to His Majesty or to his family when the debts have been extinguished out of 
the revenues. 

lu view of the present estimate of the revenues, 1 am unable to see how the debts 
can ever lie extinguished in this way. As, howovor, M. Sazonow had already sent 
instructions to M. Sablino, it did not appear of any use to urge him to telegraph again 
until the latter sends further report. 
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[32093] No. 484. 

Mr. O'Beirnc to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 

{No. 421.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 25, 1909. 

PERSIA. 

Reactionaries in hast. 

Please see my telegram No. 417 of the 23rd August. 

I was begged by Persian Minister to impress on the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs how desirable it was to permit the five reactionaries now boing sheltered by tho 
Russian legation at Tehran to remain in bast at the capital after the ex-Shah’s 
departure for a sufficient space of time to allow of an account of public moneys that 
have passed through their hands being rendered by them, and also in order that the 
popular excitement which has been aroused by the rumour of their departure may have 
a chance of calming down. 

During an interview with M. Sazonow, I confined myself to asking whether his 
Excellency had replied to the representations of the Persian Minister on this subject. 
M. Sazonow said that he had told the Minister that the claims or charges which the 
Persian Government had to make against the persons concerned must be formulated 
more clearly. There is evidently a disposition on the part of the Russian Government 
to insist on the persons in question being permitted to leave Tehran at the same timo 
as the ex-Shah. 


[32089] No. 4S5. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 438.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 25, 1909. 

YOU should support M. Sabline in action referred to in your telegram No. 691 of 
the 25th August concerning reactionaries in bast at the two legations. 


[32104] No. 486. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 439.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 25,1909. 

CAPTURE of Messrs. Wright and James. 

I am informed that Government of India can at a moment’s notice move military 
force into Persia. What is your viow as to this step ? I consider it inadvisable, as it 
might produce serious complications, and it seems impossible that they would be in 
time to rescue Wright and James. 


[32153] No. 487. 

Mr. F. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received August 26.) 

Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, August 25, 1909. 

FOR your information, 1 l>og to enclose copy of a cable I have to-day dispatched 
to my agent at Tehran, Mr. David Brown. 

I have, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


Inclosure in No. 487. 

Mr. F. G. Strick to Mr. D. Brown at Tehran. 

August 25, 1909. 

“ EDENHALL ” left Bussorah yesterday, therefore due Ormuz Thursday. In the 
event of your carrying through negotiations on the terms of our telegram of yestorday, 
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oii^md^^toifpve’wiirdblhrer 8 bijJs D lad^ig U WeFr after^ight^g ^i' 6 ’ °°t^act 

payment his contract price. Doubtless vou c ^ his contract against 

Bunder Abbas, necessary instructions. ' arrange Barclay will cable consul 


£ 321 °*J No. 488. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 26.) 

Secre^of^^l^ ^P liment8 to *• Under' 

herewith, for the informatioifof the Sen. f’ ^ , ], lr “ tl011 ot Viscount Morley, forwards 

vw, sz%£ sarssstfffEi* f ~ u " 

India Office, August 25, 190D. 


Inclosure in No. 488. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

fHE following is purport of a message from the British consul It kIuL 1 ^ 9 ' 

Hillicult^^mZ^uubl^t td 'f r k T hhhrmation is 

i-SlS.'S ESssr?^'. 1V " 

(Repeated to Tehran ) g re “ d " le88 to move at « ™°ment’s notice. 


C32212) No . 489 

India Office to Foreign Office.-(Received August 26.) 

Secretary of^Sm^fo'^Fmeign A^ira^bv^'iS® h ' S to the Under- 

herewith, for the information of the Secretarv^of St t' 0 ” ° ' l ®? ount Morley, forwards 
Viceroy, dated the 28th August, tLo 

India Office, August 20, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 489. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) p. 

purport of his iufonnath^-l^ 

messages by telephone lmvelain^ n^^ ^lj!!. 11 °°" 8ul . at Sllil ' aii - H « says that two 
Kawam to his son, dated Sivend. the 24th'Aucmr'"’^!^^ • Th 7 are tVom 

that * ..* « * fSS^U tTvet” KOTnuui/^aud 
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that he is in doubt whether to await the arrival of the governor-general or to go 
control an<J 866 reStored ’ Tlie Arabs generally are unfortunately out of his 

“ As regareis the telegram sent by him on the 30th, the following information 
transmitted by (? Indo-European) seems to relate to more recent events, and to indicate 
that the orders of Kawam are being obeyed by the Arabs. Capture of Wright was 
effected by Arabs on the night of the 19th in the neighbourhood of Kavalabad. One 
of the escort was shot. Wright was, after being stripped, released on the evening of the 
22nd. the brigands then quitted the vicinity and proceeded in the direction of Fars. 
h. 1 * reported by Wright that there were nearly 1,000 men headed by Ali Kim., 
Alia bad is reported to have been looted by them. 

“It seems improbable, judging from previous raids, that an attack on Kerman 
would be ventured on by them.” 

[32216] No. 490. 

(N 092 ) Barclay *° Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(Telegraphic ) P. Gulahek, August 26, 1909. 

rLLAob refer to telegram to India Office [yesterday from Indian Government: 
situation at Kamalabad. 

James telegraphs that he hopes robbers have withdrawn, as no sign of thorn can 
be seen anywhere. 

[32199] No. 491. 

... „„„ . Sir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 693.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 26, 1909. 

\\ 1111 reference to your telegram No. 439 of the 25th August. 

Wherever the danger to which British subjects are exposed is incidental merely 
to robber raids, I should not be in favour of sending a force. 

In such cases it is in the highest degree unlikely that a force from India could 
arrive in time to be of any use, and although Major Kennion describes the tribesmen 
as reckless in the prosont case, they are never likely to be so reckless as to harm the 
persons of Europeans if they can avoid it. Wright was doubtless only detained in 
order that he should not reveal their movements. 


[31968] ' No. 492. 

. Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 440.) 

C^OREof Messrs. Wright and James. ^ 19 ° 9 - 

His Majesty s Government will hold Persian Government responsible for any 
harm done to them, lou should inform Persian Government. 

. ~ ,^ ou should avail yourself of this opportunity to urge on Minister for Foreign 
A flair 8 great necessity of measures for ensuring greater safety of roads in Persia, 
rersian Minister horo was urged in this sense yesterday, aud asked to point the matter 
out to his Government. 


[32087] No. 493. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay . 

(No. 443.) 

(T °’15St!d amnesty. *"*" ^ 26 ' l3 ° 9 - 

You should act iu conjunction with M. Sabliue in urging on Persian Government 
granting of amnesty, and of permission for legations to be represented at trial of 
bastis (see last paragraph of your telegram No. 089 of yestorday). 


4 D 


[1005] 
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[ 32064 ] No. 494. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 444.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide concessions. 

"With reference to your telegram No. 412 of the Gth instant, you should ask 
Strick’s Tohran agent to show you the telegrams which passed between him and Strick 
with regard to the acquisition of the Moin’s concessions. Strick has shown them to us. 


[ 31967 ] No. 495. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 1245.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

THERE is now no doubt that the estimate originally made by His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran of the value of the Shah's property was too high. 

The Russian Government should be convinced of this (for reference, see telegrams 
from Sir G. Barclay Nos. 673 of the lStli August, 679 and 681, both of the 
22nd August, and 086 of the 24th August), and you should urge that instructions in 
the sense indicated by Sir G. Barclay should be sent without delay to the Russian 
charge d'affaires at Tohran. 


[ 31969 ] No. 496. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 1246.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

QUESTION of an advance to Persian Government. 

It is evident from Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 688 of the 24th August that a 
small joint advance must now be made in order to provent the Persian Government 
addressing an application to some other Power. 

Von should approach M. Sazonow on this point without delay, as it is pressing. 
You may say that II is Majesty’s Government would consont to authorise the Bank to 
advance 50,0001. if Russia will do the same. 


[ 31717 ] No. 497. 

Foreign Office to India O/fice. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st January last, relative to the Taonn 
murders, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy 
of a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, 0 reporting the capture of one of 
the persons concerned, and setting forth the arrangements which it is proposed should 
he mndo for his custody and trial. 

It will be observed that these arrangements involve a slight departure from those 
sanctioned by the instructions dispatched by telegraph to Mr. Marling on the 21st 
August Inst, Viscount Morloy’s concurrence in which was conveyed to Sir E. Grey in 
your letter of the 19th of that month, in that the prisoner will now be detained at 
Bahrein instead of at Abu Thabi. 

In view, howevor, of the circumstances which render this modification of procedure 
desirable as set forth in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram, Sir E. Grey is disposed, in the 
absence of objection on the part of Lord Morloy, to signify by tolograph his approval 
of the course adopted. 

1 am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


No. 163. 
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[ 32199 ] No. 498. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 26,1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, on the receipt of 
your letter of yesterday’s date, relative to the question of whether troops should bo 
sent from India to deal with the situation at Kerman, he addressed a telegram to 
His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, enquiring his views on the subject. 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of Sir G. Barclay to that 
communication,® deprecating, in the circumstances, the dispatch of an Indian force 
to Persia, and I am to state that Sir E. Grey entirely shares Sir G. Barclay’s view, and 
that he would accordingly suggest, subject to the concurrence of Viscount Morley, 
that a telegram should be addressed to the Government of India instructing them to 
take no steps in the matter. 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey notes that, according to a further telegram from the 
Government of India, Messrs. Wright and James, who were reported to be surrounded 
by robbers at Kamalabad, are no longer in danger. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[ 31382 ] No. 499. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that some doubt 
appears to exist as to the number and nature of the shares to be allotted to tho 
Bakhtiari khans in the companies to be formed for the exploitation of the oil-fields iu 
Arabistan, a doubt which is not entirely removed by a perusal of the prospectus of 
your company iu connection with Mr. D’Arcy's agreement with the khans. 

The language used by Mr. Preece appears to be susceptible of an interpretation 
different from that to be given to the utterances of Mr. Reynolds, with the result that 
both His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran and consular officers on the spot find themselves 
iu some perplexity on the subject. 

I am accordingly to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive from your 
company an authoritative statement of the exact position of the khans with regard to 
the different companies to be formed, in order that they may receive a cloar explanation 
of it, and that future misunderstandings may thus be avoided. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[ 32343 ] No. 500. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 694.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 27, 1009. 

SITUATION at Kerman. 

My telegram No. 692 of the 26th August. 

Message from James yesterday states that robliers have already withdrawn fifteen 
miles towards the south-west. 


No. 491. 












[ 32347 ], 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 695.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 27,1909. 

I HAVE received a telegram from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Besht, reporting 
that the Zil-es-Sultan has been released. It is rumoured that His Imperial Highness 
has paid 370,000 tomans as ransom. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 696.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, August 27, 1909. 

THE Grand Council have chosen the younger brother of Muhammad Ali, Mohamed 
Hassan Mirzu, as valiahd. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 697.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

Two hundred Cossacks, members of the Committee inform me, supported by some 
hundreds of other mounted troops, to form an escort for the governor of Tabreez, are 
under orders to start next week. They assure me that the t’undB necessary for the 
dispatch of this force are forthcoming. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 27.) 

(No. 698.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Gulalick, August 27, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

Although I must await the cancellation of Moin's concession before lending any 
open support to Strick, I am, nevertheless, keeping in close touch with his agent. 

Strick, I see, in correspondence with his local agent, states that Weir denies the 
existence of a contract between himself and Moin at Tujar. Have you any explanation 
of this statement ? 1 presume that Ellinger signed tho contract mentioned in your 

telegram No. 363 of the 21st December of last year as Moin’s agent. 

In spite of Strick's assurance to you that Weir's contract would be respected by 
him, if, as 1 gather to be the case, Ellinger, relying on Weir's instalments, has accepted 
hills drawn by Moin, he (Ellinger) will he a sufferer, should Moin’s concession be 
cancelled. He would have to try to recover from Moin, a pretty ditlicult job. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 444. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 699.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 683 of the 22nd August regarding the 
capture of one of the Taoona murderers and the discussion about the place of trial, His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire is of the opinion that there would lie no dillicultv in 
trying the murderer at Aim Tliahi. The sheikh’s only objection was to the detention of 
the culprit there until such time us his confederates were captured. 

1 am accordingly giving authority to His Majesty's consul-general to send the 
prisoner to undergo his trial at Abu Tliahi. 



[1665] 
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[ 32422 ] No. 509. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 28.) 

Sir, India Office, August 26, 1909. 

I AM directed to invite the attention of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 15th instant, reporting enquiries made 
by Messrs. Wonckhaus’s agent at Bahrein as to wireless telegraphy in the Gulf. The 
present position as regards the proposals of the Government of India on the subject 
is stated in the enclosed copy of a Secret despatch to the Governor-General in Council 
of the 16th July last. 

Viscount Morley is led by present circumstances to the opinion that if a 
British system of wireless telegraphy is to bo established in the Gulf, it is expedient 
not to incur any avoidable delay. Should Sir E. Grey agree in this opinion, Lord 
Morley would propose to address a telegram to the Government of India in the 
terms of the enclosed draft, subject to any modifications that Sir E. Grey may have 
to suggest. 

Lord Morley assumes that Sir E. Grey concurs in the view that if the establish¬ 
ment of a scheme of wireless telegraphy in the Persian Gulf is sanctioned by His 
Majesty's Government, the cost should bo divided equally between the British and 
Indian Exchequers, and that he will lie willing to approach the Treasury on the subject 
when the estimates are received. 

The draft tolegram is also being communicated to the Admiralty for the considera¬ 
tion of the Lords Commissioners. 

I am to add that since this letter was approved your letter on the subject of the 
24th instant has been received. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 509. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, India Office, July 16, 1909. 

WITH reference to the fifth paragraph of your Secret letter, dated the 3rd June, 
1909, in which you state that you are awaiting a communication from me on the general 
question of wireless telegraphic installation in the Persian Gulf, l would invite your 
attention to the correspondence forwarded with the letter from the secretary in the 
political and secret department of this office of the 30th October, 1908, from which 
it will he seen that it wns decided to take no action in respect of the Persian Gulf 
pending the receipt of a reply from your Excellency’s Government to my military 
(Secret) despatch, dated the 10th July, 1908, forwarding the observations of the 
Admiralty and the director-in-chief, Indo-European 'telegraph Department, on the 
proposals of your Government ns to the wireless telegraphy stations to be erected for 
strategical purposes on and near the coasts of India. 

2. You will have learnt from inclosure No. 2 to my despatch of the 10th July, 
1908, that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are of opinion that the two 
schemes, for India and the Persian Gulf respectively, should be considered in close 
connection with one another. I shall be prepared, on the receipt of your reply, which 
is still awaited, to take into careful consideration any detailed proposals you may 
submit, in accordance with the suggestion of the Admiralty, for the installation of 
wireless telegraphy stations on the shores of the Persian Gulf. 

I have, &c. • 

MOBLEY OF BLACKBURN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 509. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, September 12, 1909. 

WIRELESS telegraphy in the Persian Gulf Your telegram of the 15th ultimo. 
Please say when proposals referred to in my Secret despatch of the 16th July may 
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be expected. If possible it is desirable that schemes for India and the Persian Gulf 
should be dealt with as a whole, but if serious delay must be necessitated by this 
course, I shall be prepared, on the understanding that scheme for Gulf will be in 
harmony with that for British India, to consider the former scheme separately. It 
will presumably be desirable to have a station at Jask for purposes of dealing with 
arms traffic on completion of fitting wireless apparatus to subsidised vessels. Please 
refer to your telegram of the 4th September and to mine of the 29th July regarding 
naval commander-in-chiefs proposals. It is necessary to remember that consent of 
Treasury to bear half the cost must be a condition of approval of any scheme for 
Persian Gulf. On receipt of estimates Treasury will be approached on this point. 

[ 32350 ] % No. 510. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 447.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 28, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide concessions (see your telegram No. 098 of yesterday). 

Unless the cancellation of Moin’s concession cannot he prevented, His Majesty’s 
Government do not wish yon to support Striek. 

I'.!linger and Weir do not want Striek to know that Weir has a contract with 
Ellinger, and consequently Weir denied to Striek that he had this contract. The 
contract, however, exists, as hoth Ellinger and Weir have assured us. Moreover, 
Striek knows of its existence. But in conversation with Strick's agent you should 
appear ignorant of it. Ellinger signed the contract as the agent of the Moin-ut-Tujjar. 

Nothing has been heard hore to lead us to believe that Ellinger has accepted the 
Moin’s bill, but, supposing Striek maintains Weir’s contract, and Weir receives 
instalments as a result, will not Weir’s contract with Ellinger oblige him to pay 
Ellinger? Otherwise Ellinger would have nothing to depend on except the Moin-ut- 
Tujjar. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 80.) 

(No. 143.) 

Sir . t Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 541 of the 6th July on the subject of the 
appointment of the Nasr-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at Shiraz, I have the 
honour to forward herewith a report which I have received from His Majesty’s acting 
consul on this subject, and on the present state of the British and Russian relations with 
the important Kawmni family. 

I have oil several occasions discussed the question of the Nasr-ed-Dowleh’s 
appointment with the Russian charge d’affaires, and we agreed that we should press the 
Persian Government for the temporary removal from Shiraz of the Kawam-ul-Mulk and 
the Nasr-ed-Dowleh, the two representatives of this family. In view, howevor, of 
subsequent developments, this course appeared to lie for the moment undesirable in the 
interests of order. 

I have little doubt that the appointment of the Nasr-ed-Dowleh will he eventually 
cancelled, hut I am reluctant, to press this question, as I am particularly anxious just 
now to avoid taking any step which might run the risk of wounding the amour-propre. 
of my Russian colleague. 

. 1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 511. 

Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 27.) J 

k' r > Shiraz, June 30, 1909. 

IN amplification ol my telegram No. 63, dated the 28th June, on the subject of the 
appointment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh to he Russian consular agent, I have the honour to 
forwurd, for your information, the following detailed report on this very grave and 
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discouraging event, and on tlio present state of British and Russian relations with this 
family, as far as they are known to me. 

I need not enlarge on the importance of the subject; it will be enough to say that 
the recent history of Fare is the history of this family, and its varying relations with 
the local authorities and the Supreme Government. Its present representatives, 
Kawam-ul-Mulk and Nasr-ed-Dowleh, have always displayed great ostensible friendship 
for the British Government and its consul at Shiraz, and although these professed 
feelings have not often led them to make any great exertions, or run any serious^ risks, 
in the many eases concerning our interests which have come within their purview, it 
must be admitted that their position has never been an easy one, and our friendly 
relations with them have occasionally been of value. Since their return from Europe 
last September they have pursued the line of conduct indicated above with even more 
assiduity than before, and have taken repeated opportunities of discussing the loeul 
political situation with mo, and of asking for my advice, a request which I considered 
myself bound by the well-known policy of His Majesty’s Government to meet with 
considerable reserve, and 1 have repeated comfortable platitudes on the blessings of 
peace, and the unalterable determination of both England and Russia to allow Persia 
to work out her own salvation. 

In this connection 1 would refer to Mr. Gralmmo’s telegram No. 27, dated the 
15th March, 1908, and the accounts of various interviews with one or other of the 
brothers contained in “ Shiraz News ” of the following dates: 14th and 23rd October, 
17th February, 17th and 24th March, and 28th April. 

During the months of March and April there was a pronounced trend of feeling in 
the direction of British intervention, especially among the landowning and mercantile 
classes, who are being very hard hit by the chronic insecurity of property and communica¬ 
tions. This movement was diverted partly by the vigorous irruption of Soulet-ed- 
Dowleli into Shiraz politics at the end of April, and partly by the revival of interest in 
the constitutional movement at Tehran; but it is not too much to say that even a 
slight change of attitude on the part of this consulato, without any overt action, would 
have siifliccd, in my judgment, to bring about an organised demonstration with the 
object of inducing the British Government to intervene for the purpose of restoring 
order from Bushirc to Shiraz. 

Although the general interest was diverted to other matters, the attention of the 
Kawam anil his brother remained fixed on their great object of obtaining such security 
for their property as would permit them to pay a prolonged visit to Europe. On the 
21st instant Mirzu Muhamined Baqir Khan, the principal agent for all tho Kawami 
estates, and a most enlightened and moderate man, paid a visit to Mr. Christmas, who 
was then in charge of the Indo-European Telegraph Department here, with whom he 
haR for years been on friendly terms, and brought out tho proposal mentioned in my 
telegram No. 53. lie did not profess to be speaking in the name of Kawam-ul-Mulk, 
or to bear any commission from him, but rather to bo proposing an arrangement 
which should lie in the nature of a partnership with himself. Mr. Christmas was to 
have the entire management of the whole of the Kawami properties, his remuneration 
was to bo 10 per cent, of the gross income, which was stated to be 10,000 tomans to 
20,000 tomans per mensem, and Mirzu Baqir Khan would give him all the assistance 
he needed. Mr. Christmas replied that ill any case he would prefer a fixed salary, but 
that this, with the expenses of management, would probably amount to not less than 
tho 10 per cent., and that in the absence of the heads of the family it would probably 
bo necessary to reserve another 10 per cent, for tho conciliation of the govornor-goneral 
for the tiiiiu being. Muhammad Baqir replied with perfect confidence that that could 
be arranged, and added that Mr. Christmas’s presence would help with tho Arabs, and 
deter tho Kasligai from interference with Kawami property; hut he made no specific 
mention of British protection, probably assuming that thnt might bo taken for granted. 
Mr. Christmas finally replied that the whole thing was very unlikely, but that he would 
mention it to mo, 

Mirza Baqir Khan then took up a now and, in the light of subsequent events, a 
very significant line ; he enquired whether there was any way in which " we ’’ (without 
specifying any names) could become British subjects, or acquire British protection. 
Mr. Christmas replied that he thought not, without living for some time within the 
British Empire. Mirza Baqir Khan then referred to Russian protection of the Bahou 
Uzrna, and the subject dropped. 

I was informed of this interview immediately, and told Mr. Christmas in reply 
that in my opinion His Majesty’s Government would not hear of any proposal which 
would involve them in an unlimited liability for the protection of the vast Kawami 


interests, but that I had already arranged to see tho brothers on sundry current 
matters on tho 21th, and they would then havo an opportunity of making any proposals 
which might be seriously meant. 

Accordingly on the 24th I saw them together, and gave them one or two openings 
in conversation which might have led up to a mention of Mirza Baqir Khan’s proposals, 
but as they did not refer to them I concluded that they had been made without 
authority, or wore not meant seriously, and in any case were not worth reporting 
to you. 

Kawam-ul-Mulk did, however, without any previous reference to Zil-es-Sultan, 
volunteer the statement already reported in my telegram No. 52. I heard nothing 
more from them until I received the message reported in my telegram No. 55 of 
to-day’s date. 

To turn to the Russian aspect of the matter,. I made the acquaintance of 
M. Kadloubovsky on the 24th, and returned his call on the 25th. We discussed the 
local political situation in general forms, without special reference to the Kawamis, 
and we exchanged assurances of mutual consultation and support, M. Kadloubovsky 
especially emphasising the warmth of his relations with llis Majesty's resident in the 
Persian Gulf, lie thus had ample opportunity to display that confidence which he 
was so ready to assert. On the morning of the 28th I received information from two 
reliable sources that on the previous day M. Kadloubovsky had written officially to tho 
governor-genoral, to inform him of the appointment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh as Russian 
consular agent. The statement seemed to me so incredible that at the close of a 
private note to my Russian colleague I mentioned it as a rumour, and asked if it had 
any foundation. He replied, after somo delay, also in a private note, that it was quite 
true, and lie would send me an official communication later. Since thou, though I 
have seen him, I have avoided official subjects pending tho receipt of instructions. 

Tim question of the future relations of the two Governments in connection with 
the affairs of Fars will presumably have boon decided before this reaches you. It will 
be enough to say that if this appointment stands, the Russian Government will have 
to take up and settle all the innumerable claims agaiiiBt Nasr-ed-Dowleh on account of 
the Lari expedition, and all his claims against the Kashgais and others for depreda¬ 
tions on his properties ; in fact, scarcely anything of importance can happen in Fars 
which will not be tho personal concern iu somo dogreo of tho Russian consular agent. 

With reference to the past, I feel bound to enter an emphatic protest against the 
whole conduct of the Russian Legation in this matter, and to emphasise the impossi¬ 
bility of carrying out in tho spirit the orders contained in your telegram of the 2(>th 
June iu tho face of such a glaring instance of bad faith. It will bo equally impossible, 
1 fear, unless the appointment is speedily cancelled, to preserve among tho Bersians 
any belief in the unanimity and mutual confidence of tho two consulates, which boliof 
must, in any caso, be seriously shaken by the glaring contrast between tiio attitude of 
strict abstention from interference which I have consistently maintained, and tho 
extraordinary and far-reaching measure sprung upon the people of Fare in the first 
fortnight of tho Russian consul's presence. 

Iu conclusion, I would revol t for a moment to tho proposal made by Mirza Baqir 
Khan, merely to record my opinion that if the policy of non-intervention should be 
deserted in consequence of this event, and if His Majesty's Government should be 
prepared to exert a direct influence on the all'aire of Fars, that proposal is perfectly 
feasible, and if combined with a partition between tho Kawami brothers, might 
eventually result in some form of condominium in Fare. In any case it would go fur 
by itself to pacify tho province, provided it was understood that Air. Christmas enjoyed 
the support of Gbvernment. This officer is probably the best-known European 
between Ispahan and Bushiro; he is acquainted with all tho prominent men in Fare, 
and is universally liked and respected, especially as ho has a reputation for open- 
handedness and hospitality. The details of business would be safe in the hands of 
Mirza Baqir Khnn, and the presenco of Mr. Christmas in the management would bo 
a guarantee to all who know him that these vast interests would be administered with 
absolute probity and devotion. 

I have, &c. 

J. H. BILL. 


4 F 


ridfisi 
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132484] So. 512. . 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 144.) 

Sir, Gulaliek, July 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed regarding the Taona 
murders, and to your telegram No. 218 of the 21st August, 1903, I have the honour to 
state that His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reports that one of the three men 
suspected of connection with the crime has been captured on the pearl banks by His 
Majesty’s ship “ Redbreast," 

The man has been sent to Abu Thabi for temporary custody, pending tho result of 
the endeavours which are now being made to apprehend tho other two accused. 

I have approved Major Cos’s action. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


132485] No. 513. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


(No. 145. Secret.) 

Sir, Gutahek, My 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 535 of the 5th July, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of a secret despatch from His Majesty’s eonsttl-general at Meshed, 
respecting the action of his Russian colleague in connection with tho joint asylum 
given to the governor-general by tho British and Russian consulates-general during 
the recent troubles. 

In the interests of tho relations between the two consulates-general, I have made 
no mention to my Russian colleague of this despatch ; but I may tako tliis opportunity 
to report that my colleague and I thought it well at the time when the crisis was at 
its worst, and when it was evidont that Prince Dabija was not acting in accord with 
Major Sykes, to enjoin upon both the need for good and close relations between the 
consulates of the two Powers. This instruction, though intended for the benefit of 
Prince Dabija. was sent, in order to conceal this fact, ns a circular to all British and 
Russian consulates. 


I have, &c. 


G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 513. 

Consul-General Sykes to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 27. Secret.) 

Sir, Meshed, June 28, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to make tho following report on the resignation of His 
Highness the Rukn-ed-Dowleh. 

On the 26th June, about 9'30 a.m., His Highness expressed his intention of 
resigning, and hogged to be allowed to take sanctuary at this consulate-general ns ho 
feared for his life. Ho followed this up with a message to the effect that he was 
coming ovor immediately. 

I felt that this action was open to grave objections, if only that it prevented 
co-operation, and 1 sent the native attache to His Highness with a message to the 
effect that if ho really intended what ho had said he should write a letter to my Russian 
colleague and myself announcing his resignation, and containing a request that we 
should arrange conjointly for his protection. The Rukn-ed-Dowleh at lirst said that I 
was not acting as his friend, as he did not wish to have anything more to do with 
the Russians; but he finally agreed that I was acting in his truest interests. 

2. Shortly after noon, a letter, written as I hud suggested, arrived from His 
Highness, of which I enclose a copy. Being tho senior official, I waited until 2 P.M. 
before taking any action. At 2 p.m., not having heard from Prince Dabija, and as 
the matter was urgent, l sent the military attach^ with a message to my colleague to 
the effect that 1 presumed he had received an identical letter from the governor- 
general. Prince Dabija, who evidently entertained no idea of co-operating with me, 
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replied in the affirmative, and he added that he was reporting the matter to Tehran. 
The military attache then said that he had been instructed by me to propose that 
as, in my opinion, it was undesirable for us to send troops into the ark or fort the 
governor-general should be taken to a suitable house, should be guarded by an Anglo- 
Russian guard, and that both flags should be hoisted. My Russian colleague replied 
that his idea had been to send twenty Cossacks to guard the governor-general in the 
ark, but that he agreed to my plan. Ho went farther, and suggested a house near 
the Russian consulate, to which Major lledl agreed. The military attache subsequently 
summarised his conversation to the effect that he, Prince Dabija, agreed that a force 
of twenty Cossacks and ten sowars should that evening meet the governor-general at 
the ark, and should arrange to escort him to the house chosen by Prince Dabija, close 
both to the Russian caravanserai and to the Russian consulate; finally, that the two 
native attaches should meet and inform the governor-general of the plan, and arrange 
details as to time, &c. To all this my Russian colleague agreed. 

3. An hour later, when the two native attaches met, Khan Bahadur Ahmed Din 
compared instructions with the Russian native attache, and was surprised to find that 
the latter had been instructed to inform the governor-general that Prince Dabija 
would arrange for his safety by sending twenty Cossacks to the ark. Upon my native 
attache returning to report, I again deputed Major Redl, to whom the Prince stated 
that tliere had been a misunderstanding, and that he was ready to fall in with my 
views provided that the Rukn-ed-Dowleh agreed, but that he felt sure that he would not 
do so, in which case he proposed to guard him in the ark, and hoped that we would 
also send a detachment. 

■4. The military attache pointed out that I had originally objected to our troops 
guarding the governor-general in the ark, as I considered that such action might lend 
itself to serious misinterpretation, also that delay might complicate matters. Tho 
point was therefore to find out the wishes of the governor-general. Consequently I 
sent the native attache to the governor-general to say that as senior consul-general 
I had proposed as above. Khan Bahadur Ahmed Din found the governor-general 
entirely ready to be guided by us; but the Russian native attache threatened the 
unhappy man with Russian hostility and the Shah’s displeasure, practically in the 
presence of my native attache. Indeed, in the presence of Khan Bahadur Ahmed Din, 
whoso tact and influence were invaluable, the Rukn-ed-Dowleh said to tho Russian attachd, 
“ You threaten me with hostility and losb of the Shah’s favour if I follow Major 
Sykes’s advice, and leave the ark ; but I do not wish to be assassinated like other 
Persian governors." He added that he had not dared to sleep for eight days, but 
that, thanks to me, lie would sleep soundly that night. 

5. To defeat further machinations of my colleague, Major Redl again visited him 
to inform him tliat the governor-general was ready to start. Prince Dabija then swore 
that this was impossible; but Major Redl went ahead to the Russian caravanserai 
near the ark gate to watch developments. In front of him ran the Russian native 
attache whose futile efforts are narrated above. At the caravanserai Major Redl 
asked the Russian officers what their orders were, and they replied, “ To escort the 
governor-general to the Russian consulate ’’! Finally, escorted by ten sowars and 
twenty Cossacks, the unhappy governor-general left the ark, and even then the 
Russian native attache tried hard to have the carriage diverted to the Russian 
consulate; hut the governor-general was furious at this, and tho last intrigue failed. 
Shortly afterwards the govornor-general sent me a message to the effect that I had 
saved his life, and that ho would never cease to be grateful. 

6. It is, I think, instructive to analyso my colleague’s actions. It is to be noted 
that hitherto Prince Dabija has ostentatiously ignored me, and, as any friction seemed 
undesirable, 1 have contented myself mainly with observing and reporting to the 
legation. As I am the senior official, it was obvious that the initiative should have 
bcon taken by him upon hearing from the Rukn-ed-Dowleh; but he decided to again 
ignore me. The arrival of Major Redl—to whose knowledge of Russian and Persian, 
coupled with much tact—1 am considerably indebted, with my worked-out proposal 
was a surprise, and my colleague, after some demurring, agreed to it, and even 
suggested a suitable house. Afterwards he reflected that it would perhaps be better 
if the Rukn-ed-Dowleh stayed in the ark so that ho cotdd act as instructed from Tehran, 
and this is obviously the cause of the protended misunderstanding. Finally ho threw 
caution to the winds, and the last desperate efforts to forco tho governor-general not 
to agree to follow a course to which he himself, Prince Dabija, was by honour 
committed and the frantic attempt to divert the carriage to the Russian consulate 
were puerile. 
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7. In conclusion, Sir, I have in the past, and shall probably in the future, send 
you copies of letters written by my Russian colleague, but I doubt whether I shall 
ever again be able to present you with such a complete character sketch of the Russian 
consul-general of Khorasan. 

8. I am sending a copy of this correspondence to the'Govermnent of India. 

I have, <Xc. 

P. M. SYKES. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 513. 

Governor-General Rukn-ed-Dowleh to Consul-General Sykes. 

(Translation.) 

(After greetings.) 7th Jamadiul Sani (June 26, 1909). 

DTRING the last few days 1 have tried in every possible way to rid the city 
of anarchy, but the anarchy has assumed such magnitude that there is not only no hope 
for an amicable settlement but there is danger personally for myself. For this reason 
I am writing to inform you that from this hour I shall not concern myself with any 
affair connected with the town. Please make arrangements, in conjunction with Prince 
Dabija, for my protection, and send me a speedy reply. 


[32487] No. 514. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyust 30.) 

Sir, " ^ Gulahek , July 27, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I 
have received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire reporting the assurances 
given by him to the sheikh of Mohnmmer&h in the form authorised by you in your 
telegram No. 104 of the 17th April last. 

It will be noticed that the sheikh is not yet entirely satisfied. He asks that our 
assurances may be extended to his own successive male descendants, and that it should 
be stated that these assurances should hold good for 100, or better, 150 years. The 
sheikh apparently does not expect an answer to his request until Major Cox has talked 
the matter over with me. I had expected Major Cox to visit Tehran on his way home 
to England, but ho has been unexpectedly delayed at his post. I gather that he has 
to be in England by a certain date, and he therefore now wishes to proceed home direct. 
In these circumstances lie will not visit Tehran until October. Even if he had not 
been delayed, this would probably have boon the bettor course, as the state of the 
southern roads may have improved by then. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 514. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 55.) 

ki r i Bushire, June 12, 1909. 

IN continuation of the correspondence on the subject of the assurances to be given 
to the sheikh of Mokammerah, ending with your telegram No. 99 dated the 19th April, 
1909, 1 have the honour to report that at my last visit to the sheikh on the 15th and 
16th May, 1 discussed the question with him at. length in the presence of Mr. McDouall, 
and finding him, ns the lutter anticipated, still not fully satisfied with the deduction 
that his successors would presumably be his offspring, I gave him the slightly extended 
guarantee to cover his “ heirs and successors,” as authorised by His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment. in the endeavour to persuade him that he had now got all he could reasonably 
want, I went through the record with him ouce more, reading him the various assurances 
that had been hitherto given him, and at his desire addressed him a communication 
epitomising the recent fragmentary negotiations and bringing the subject up to dato in 
a convenient form for his information. Of this letter I enclose a copy. 

The penultimate paragraph was included in order to satisfy nim that his final 
representation was taken note of, but before parting with him it was agreed between 
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ns that as I hoped very shortly to have the privilege of meeting your Excellency, it 
would be better that I should discuss his affairs with you personally, and he consequently 
does not expect an immediate reply to his last request. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
Hi8 Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General for Fars , fyc. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 514. 

Consul McDouall to Consul-General Cox. 

(No. 54.) 

Sir, April 24, 1909. 

YOURS of the 20th about assurances to the sheikh. I have told Haji Rais to tell 
the sheikh the first part of the Foreign Office message, which is certainly an advance. 

As to the question of successors, in my opinion it will not satisfy the sheikh, the 
pointing out. that successors will be presumably heirs of his body lawfully begotten, 
and Haji Rais is of the same opinion. The sheikh is particularly anxious to have his 
offspring (“ aolad ”) mentioned. So in my opinion it will be advisable to give him the 
extension to “ heirs and successors.” 

w. McDouall. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 514. 


Consul-General Cox to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

(After the usual compliments.) Mohammerah, May 16, 1909. 

ON the 1st December, 1908, I had the honour, by the direction of iiis Majesty’s 
Government, to repeat to your Excellency the assurances given you -on behalf of 
Government by his Excellency Sir Arthur Hardinge, British Minister at Tehran, in his 
letter of the 7tli December, 1902, to your address, and to inform you that the British 
Government were now prepared to extend those assurances to your successors. 

I was further directed to explain to you that the British Government had engaged 
to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and that that undertaking in 
itself involved the maintenance of the status quo in Persia, and thus included the 
continuance of the same state of autonomy which your Excellency at present enjoys. 

I was then to point out that it followed from the above that liny extornal aggression 
upon your Excellency would constitute an act of infringement of that Persian integrity 
which has received recognition in the Anglo-Russian Convention. 

While expressing your thanks for these amplified assurances, you represented that 
they seemed to you only to safeguard you so long as Persia continued to exist as a 
sovereign State and you pressed for a further assurance which would cover the 
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or 
occupation by foreign Powers. 

You also expressed doubt as to whether the present assurnneo only provided 
immunity against unwarrantable encroachment on your rights by the absolute govern¬ 
ment of His Majesty the Shah, or whether it also covered prevention of similar action 
on the part of parliamentary government. In reply to those representations, your 
Excellency was informed that Great Britain and Russia being pledged to respect tho 
integrity of Persia, the British (lovernment were not, properly speaking, able to admit 
even tho possibility of Persia ceasing to be a sovereign State or coming under the 
occupation of a foreign Power, but that in tho unlikely event of such a contingency 
the assurances already given to your Excellency would becomo oven more binding than 
before. 

1 was further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in 
the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give you 
the same support against any encroachment on your rights as was promised to you in 
1902, and 1 was authorised to add that they wore now prepared to extend tho 
application of those assurances to your “ heirs and successors.” 

Mr. McDouall and I have informed you that in our opinion the assurauces as 
now extended and expressed, appear to satisfy all your requirements; but you have 
further requested that the words “heirs and successors ” may bo changed and the words 
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“ own successive male descendants ” may be written instead; and you have gone on 
to express the hope that His Majesty’s Government will be pleased to dispel the last 
shadow of doubt from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by 
adding after the words “ male descendants’’ as above, the words “ uf> to a.period of 
100 years ” (or if it be possible 150 years). 

I cannot give your Excellency any reply on this point without reference to 
Government, but I will lose no time in communicating to them your representations. 

I have, &c. 

P. 2. COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 

t l48 '' ) Gulaliek, July 29, 1909. 

IN my despatch No. 89 of the 28th April I forwarded copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz on the subject of the shares to be allotted to the 
Bakhtiari khans of several companies to be formed for the exploitation of the oil-fields 
of Arabistan. In tliiB despatch Captain Lorimer expressed his fears lost the interests 
of the khans might be ignored, and at the time 1 was inclined to think that there 
might be some ground for bis foars. Subsequently I had the opportunity of perusing 
a private letter from Mr. Preeco to a friend in Tehran (extract enclosed), which left me 
in some doubt as to whether my first impression was correct, and after a further study 
of the prospectus of the newly-formed Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and of the agreement 
with the Bakhtioris, I dispatched my privato telegram to Sir C. Hardinge of the 
28th May. , , , . 

The question of the treatment of the khans by tlio company has now again been 
raised in a despatch from Mr. Ranking, copy of which I have the honour to enclose 
herewith. In this despatch Mr. Hanking gives extracts of a letter addressed by 
Mr. <}. B. Reynolds, general manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, to the Sardar 
Muhtaslmm, the tenns of which are far from clear, and are certainly open to an 
interpretation differing from that given in Mr. Prcece’s letter. 

I have, in reply, instructed Mr. Ranking to point out to tlio manager of the 
company the misleading impression conveyed to tho khans by his letter to the Sardar, 
hut it might also be well to suggest to the company that, in order to prevent future 
misunderstanding, it should be made perfectly clear to the khans how they stand as 
regards the different companies. 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 015. 

■ Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Confidential.) 

Camp Ispahan, July 18,1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of the shares due 
to the Bakhtiari khans from tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

During my recent tour through tho Bakhtiari country I obtained information that 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company had written to the khans with regard to the shares due 
to them undor agreement. . . . 

A translated extract of the Anglo-Persian Oil ('ornpuny s lettor, inasmuch as it 
deals with tho question of shares, is given below. 


Extract of a Letter in Persian, and signed by Mr. G. B. Reynolds, General Manager 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, to the Sardar Muhtashnm, tinted May 28, 1909. 

“ (Compliments.) 

•• l u acecr •'iiucc with a 'otter No. 328, dated the 22nd April, 1909, from my directors, 
tolling mo to give you the followiug information, I would inform you that a company 
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has been floated under the name ‘ Anglo-Persian Oil,’ and a second under the name 
* Bakhtiari II [? Oil] Company,’ which latter will work in the Bakhtiari country. 

“ In accordance with the agreement made with their Excellencies the Bakhtiari 
chiefs, the latter will receive 3 per cent of shares from these companies. That is 
to say, that their Excellencies the khans will receive 3 per cent, calculated on the 
capital of all companies which may work in the Bakhtiari country. 

“ The capital of the Bakhtiari II [? Oil] Company is 300, (MOL, and the price of each 
share is 1/.” 

The general impression conveyed to the khans by this letter was that the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company intended only to give them 3 per cent, of shares calculated on the 
capital of the Bakhtiari Oil Company, that is to say, on 300,000/., which they vory 
correctly worked out to 9,000 1/. shares. Moreover, this would appear to be the 
intention of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, otherwise why did they not simply say 
that the capital of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company was 2,000,000/. ? 

The paragraph dealing with tho allotment of shares to the Bakhtiaris and Ilis 
Imperial Majesty the Shah reads as follows in the prospectus issued by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company:— 

“ In the first-named company (the First Exploitation Company, Limited) His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia and other persons hold 50,000 fully-paid sharcB, 
and in the second-named company (Bakhtiari Oil Company, Limited), as well as in any 
other company that extracts oil from their territories, the chiefs of the Bakhtiari people 
will be entitled to 3 per cent, of tho shares fully paid, which percentage will, so far as 
the original capital of the two companies is concerned, be provided by this company.” 

The clause in the original agreement with the Bakhtiari khans with regard to the 
allotment of shares reads as follows:— 

“ Extract from Agreement between Mr. W. K. D’Arcy and the Concessions Syndicate 

( Limited ) on the one side, hereinafter called the First Party, and the Bakhtiari khans 

on the other, hereinafter called the Second Party. 

“ Further also, after the formation of ono or more companies to work oil in the 
Bakhtiari Oil Company, and after the oil has passed through tho pipes, the first party 
undertakes to give to tho second party 3 per cent, of all the ordinary shares issued, 
which shares must be fully paid up.” 

Now it appears that the above clause in tho agreement admits of a quibble ; that 
is to say, from the oil company’s point of view, it may he argued that tho wording 
“ after the formation of one or more companies to work oil in the Bakhtiari country, the 
first party undertakes to give to the second party 3 per cent, of all tho ordinary shares 
issued ’’ means that 3 per cont. of the ordinary shares appertaining to this company 
alone are to be given. On the other hand, it may he argued, from tho khan’s point of 
view, that the wording “ after the formation of ono or more companies to work oil in 
the Bakhtiari country, and after tho oil has passed through the pipes,” is merely 
chronological, and fixes a time when the shares must bo given, and that hence tho rest 
of the paragraph in question, namely, “ the first party undertakes to give to tho second 
party 3 per cent, of all tho ordinary shares issued,” entitles them to 3 per cent, of the 
total number of ordinary shares issued by the Anglo-l’ersian Oil Company. 

Now the total number of ordinary shares issued was 600,000) 3 per cont. of which 
is 18,000 1/. shares, or exactly double what the Anglo-l’ersian Company’s letter to the 
khans led them to believe was their due. 

At present the Bakhtiari khans are too much taken up with tho part they are 
playing in the national movement to bo able to devote any thought to their own affairs, 
but a time must surely come when, sooner or later, they will be able to attend to their 
own affairs, and then one of them, more clear-headed than the rest, may see tlio other 
interpretation of the share clause in the agreement, or they may lie put up to it by 
pooplo more accustomed to deal with such matters than thomsolves. If such were to 
happen, i.e., the khans, having been allotted 3 per cent, on 300,000/. by the oil company, 
were afterwards oither to think, or have put into thoir heads, that they huvo not been 
fairly treated, it would have both a most deleterious effect on all the company’s future 
dealings anil negotiations with the khans, and, the Bakhtiaris finding it difficult 
to differentiate between tho oil company and Messrs. Lynch Brothers in ovory respect, 







300 


301 


it would react also to the latter company’s great detriment in their relations with the 
khans. 

Further, as the oil company, together with Messrs. Lynch Brothers, represent to 
the Bakhtiari khans the honesty and integrity of British commerce and trade, it would 
be deplorable that either the khans should have the slightest grounds for thinking 
themselves cheated out of their just dues, or that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, after 
quibbling and making a stand, should have to give in with a bad grace. 

It would be better for the Anglo-Persian. Oil Company, having originally made an 
agreement which admits of a quibble, to give the Bakhtiari khans their 3 per cent, on 
000,000 ordinary shares with a show of generosity rather than endanger (1) their future 
prospects of amicable relations with the khans, more especially as the Indian oil guard 
is about to bo moved from the oil-fields; (2) the present good frame of mind of the 
khans towards the oil company ; and (3) the successful working of the new guarding 
arrangement. Such being the case, I would beg to request your Excellency’s decision 
on the oxact meaning to be attached to the share clause ; and secondly, if your 
Excellency is of opinion that the 3 per cent, should be calculated on 000,0001., that I 
may be permitted to obtain information either directly from the oil company’s repre¬ 
sentative in All wax, or through His Majesty’s Legation, what the actual intentions of 
the oil company are, so that the whole question may be settled before the ultimate 
allotment of shares. 

I have, &c. 

L. RANKING. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 515. 

Mr. I’reece to Mr. Churchill. 

(Extract.) 

I DO not understand your reference to doing the khans in the eye. I send you a 
prospectus of the company. You will see that the Bakhtiuris come iu on the First 
Exploitation Company (500,0001., and also 400,000?. capital in Bakhtiari Oil Compauy, 
of which altogether they will get 3 per cent, of 750,0001. The First Exploitation 
Compnny will have. 1 square mile of ground at Mnifan-i-Munaftun, the first to produce 
any profits, I am told. There has not boon any idea of evading their rights. Of course 
they cannot claim on the big company, which is to cover all Persia. 

In the agreement with them provision was made for this : “ That they woro to got 
3 per cent, of capital issued to the public in any companies started for exploiting oil in 
their country.” They will get their 3 per cent., and will partake of profits quicker than 
anyone else except the Shall. It has been so arranged on purpose, so as to interest 
both chiefs aud Government. 


[32488] No. 510. 

Sir G Barclay to Sir Etlwttrd Grey. — (Received August 30.) 

(No. 140.) 

Sir, Gulahek, July 31, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the corps diplomatique was received in 
audience by Sultan Ahmed Shall for the first time this morning at 11 a.m. 

The young Shall was accompanied by the Uogout, Azad-ul-Mulk, the venerable 
head of the Knjar tribe, an old man about eighty years of age, with courtly manners 
and a dignified bearing, who acted as spokesman on behalf of the thirteen-year-old 

Shall. 

The German Minister, as doyen, delivered a short address, offering the Shah the 
congratulations of the diplomatic body, and afterwards presented the felicitations of 
the Emperor and of the German Government. 

'I'lu' liogent replied on behalf of the Shah in a few well-chosen words, expressing 
gratitude for the good wishes conveyed by the doyen and assuring the diplomatic 
body of the determination of the Shah's Government to maintain and strengthen the 
friendly relations happily existing between Persia and the Powers. 

The Regent then conducted the young Shah round the circle of foreign represen¬ 
tatives, who presented tlioir respective staffs to llis Majesty, aud replied to the usual 
formal inquiries as to their respective Sovereigns or heads "of States. 

When it came to my turn, I took the opportunity of conveying to llis Majesty the 


congratulations and good wishes of llis Majesty the King, His Majesty’s Government, 
and of the Viceroy of India, for which the Regent begged me to convey the Shah’s 
heartfelt gratitude! He added that he had had the honour of meeting His Majesty the 
King and of being presented to Her late Majesty' ueen Victoria on the occasion of 
one of the visits to Europe of the late Nasr-ed-Din Shah more than thirty yoars ago. 

The diplomatic body was subsequently received by the Regent in a separate 
appartment. His Highness Azad-ul-Mulk, who at his advanced age and unaccustomed 
ns he is to official life, or, in fact, to any intercourse with foreigners, must have found 
the ordeal a very trying one, received us again aud went through a second process of 
presentations with remarkable charm of manner. He docs not impress one as a great 
administrator or as a man of remarkable strength of character, but as a figure-head in 
the new scheme of government by which the real power has been transferred from tho 
Shah to a committee, which will probably shortly be transformed into the National 
Assembly, he undoubtedly is woll chosen and fills his office with charm and dignity. 

The absence at the proceedings of the well-known faces of prominent courtiers 
who have done so much to bring about tho collapse of Mohammad Ali’s corrupt 
autocratic rule, was very noticeable. 

The two leaders who have brought about this great change did not appear at the 
ceremony, though I believo they were present with the other Cabinet Ministers in 
another appartment of the town palace, where the audience took place. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[31383] No. 517. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 

(No. 150.) 

Sir, Gulahek, August 1, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 522 of the 1st ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that from a telegram received some time ago by my Russian collcaguo, it seems 
that the Russian Government would not view with favour the employment of Mr. New 
in the Persian Telegraph Administration, as proposed by the late Minister of Telegraphs. 
They say the post which it is proposed that Mr. New should fill is one which would 
give him control over all telegrams passing over Pereiau wires, and they, therefore, 
think that it would be more suitably filled by someone of other than British or Russian 
nationality, e.g., by a Belgian. 

After ascertaining from Mr. Barker that tho Indo-European Telegraph Department 
would prefer that the post, if it could not be filled by ouo of their inon, should bo held 
by a Persian, I told my Russian colleague that as the Russian Government saw 
objections to the proposed appointment, I thought it would bo hotter not to raise tho 
question with the new Minister of Telegraphs, who would probably not himself revert 
to it. 1 at tho same time mado it clear to M. Sabliuo that whoa Mukhber-od-Dowleh 
asked us to lend him a man, we did not know that his duties would embrace more 
than tho work for which his Excellency told us ho was needed, viz., corresponding 
with tho international bureau, &c. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[32489] No. 518. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 151.) 

Sir, Gulahek, August 7, 1909. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch No. 92 of tho 28th June on the 
subject of tho negotiations with the Mmiin-ut-Tujjar regarding the,lease of the Shellilich 
property to Messrs. Lynch by Sheikh Morteza. 

The circumstances under which tho proposal was made and accepted that the 
question of the ownership of the land at Shellilich should bo referred to a Shari Court 
at Nejof are set forth in my despatch No, 65 of tho 25th March. 

Subsequently I received a telegram from llis Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, dated tho 
12th May, stating that Messrs. Lynch’s agent had informed him that Sheikh Morteza 
was averse to the case being decided at Nejef, ou grounds of expense and inconvenience, 
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desired that it should bo referred to a Court at Ilizful, and asked that, if possible, a 
representative of tlio consulate should watch the case. I replied that I could not now 
take any steps to modify the arrangement which had been proposed by Sheikh Morteza 
himself] and had been accepted by the Mouin-ut-Tujjar at my request. 

As regards the penultimate paragraph of the Persian Transport Company s letter 
of the 17th .Tune, 1 had heard from llis Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz that Sheikh Morteza 
proposed to continue the construction of buildings on the laud in dispute, and I replied 
that should the works be forcibly stopped by the other party I could not interfere. 
The company is no doubt right in its opinion that Mouin-ut-Tujjar’s real object is to 
prevent or delay the building of the company’s shed, but unfortunately the fact remains 
that the ownership of the land is disputed between two Persian subjects, and in such 
cases a foreign legation has no locus standi. Moreover, Mouin-ut-Tujjar lias been 
persuaded by the legation to accept a mode of settlement for this long-standing dispute 
proposed by Sheikh Morteza himself, and it behoves the latter, in the interests of the 
company, to refrain now from tardy objections to the course agreed to. 

As regards the final paragraph, I shall of course do all I properly can to protect 
tho company’s interests, even if it takes possession of the premises before the question 
of ownership is decided, but I am not sure how far I should be able to go in supporting 
a British company's possession of premises which it holds from a landlord whose title 
at the time the company took possession was known to be in dispute. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[32490] N°- 519. 

Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 152.) 

gi ri Gulahek, August 10, 1909. 

SINCE the capture of Tehran by the Nationalist forces, government has been 
virtually in the hands of a committee of twenty-live, elected for the guidance of the 
Ministers bv the Extraordinary Grand Council. 

A Cabinet, as well chosen as the lack of good material permits, has been formed— 
its composition will be found in the monthly summary but no Minister seems to 
venture upon action without the concurrence of the committee. 

On the whole the committee has conducted affairs with success. Order was 
speedily restored in the capital alter the lighting was over, and so far it has been well 
maintained, though the predatory proclivities of the dispersed or disbanded troops of 
the ex-Shah have from time to timo given ground for anxiety in the neighbouring 
districts. No date lias yet been fixed for the meeting of the assembly, but the 
committco fully realise the necessity for its meeting without delay, and elections on 
the basis of the new electoral law are already proceeding. 

In tho provinces generally tho revolution lias been well received. In their present 
financial straits the Government have not, of course, been able to tnko active measures 
towards suppressing the lawlessness prevalent in many districts, but as regards the 
chief provincial towns they have succeeded by mennB of urgent injunctions to would-be 
disturbers of the pence in producing a detente, and in some cases averting imminent 
disorders. They have also in large measure succeeded for the moment, by dint of 
pressing advice to the local Anjuinans, in quieting the anti-Russian agitation, which 
seemed at one time to be assuming disquieting proportions. In the choice of provincial 
governors the new Government has not been altogether happy. The matter is a difficult 
one on account of tho unfortunate dearth of men in tin' governing class of honesty and 
strength of character. Kor the moment counsels are divided as to whether it is better 
to appoint men who have been prominent in provincial administration in the past or to 
select men who have only held minor posts. In favour of the former course it is said 
that tho more prominent men are likely to have greater personal inllncnce, and it is 
on personal inllncnce that for a long lime to come the Government must mainly rely 
for the maintenance of order in the provinces. On the other side, it is contended that 
it will be easier with men of less standing to break with the corrupt traditions of the 
past It is due to this difference of opinion that the post of governor-general of Furs 
remains unfilled, to the detriment of the province. Ain-cd-Dowleh had been appointed 
when it was found that the Kashgnis would not accept Ala-ed-Dowleh, but in the 
meantime Tagi/.ada had returned to Tehran, and at once made his influence felt against 
the selection of a prince who is tho embodiment of the old system which it is desired 
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to reform. The governorship of Tabreez has been another difficulty. Notwithstanding 
the representations of my Russian colleaguo, which I have supported, tho Government 
persists in the appointment of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, rather than Ala-ed-Dowleh. The 
same objection applies to Ala-ed-Dowdeh as to Ain-ed-Dowleh, but here at least it 
woidd have been wiser, in deforence to the wishes of Russia, to waive any objections 
there may be to the employment of men of tho old school. 

It is in this question of the choice of governors that I think the Government has 
been least judicious, though there are other matters which have provoked criticism. I 
notice, for instance, that M. Isvolsky mentioned to you as an unsatisfactory feature that 
Yeprim had been appointed prefect of police. Yeprim was the leading spirit of the 
force which accompanied Sipahdar from Resht. M. Isvolsky has stated that this man 
has committed crimes in Russia. However this may be—and there are many who 
would dispute the charge—his conduct of affairs in his present post has, to the best of 
my belief, been so far irreproachable. He is, I am told, anxious to resign and retire 
from Persia, but the Persian Government have porsuaded him to remain for the present. 
Ilis presence and that of other Caucasians who were also with Sipahdar's force—there 
now turn out to be no more than eighty of them—do certainly involve possibilities of 
danger if they are interfered with from outside, but my Russian colleague has so far 
wisely refrained from raising the question of their position. They have not yet shown 
themselves to be an elemont of disorder, and any attempt on the part of Russia to 
arrest those mon, even though some of them may bo fugitives from Russian justice, 
would be to invite trouble. It would bo well to leave the matter to the Persian 
Government and to time. 

Other measures which have provoked criticism are the forced contributions 
alleged to have been levied on corrupt officials of tho late regime and the execution of 
Sheikh Fcizlullah and others. I have no certain knowledge that anyone has been 
squeezed, but supposing the allegations to be true, tho methods by which these men 
havo amassed fortunes render them fair game, besides which allowance must be made 
for a Government which is almost entirely without ordinary sources of revenue to 
draw upon. In tho disorganised state of the provinces nothing is to be expected from 
the Malint, for a long time to come—indeed, much of that due for tho current year has 
already been spent, and the other chief sourcos of revenue are heavily pledged. At 
tho outset the new Government raised with difficulty a loan from local merchants 
of 20,01)9 tomans, not 20,000/. as reported by error in my telegram No. 027 of tho 
25th ultimo, but. this sum is long ago exhausted. A fortnight ago a loading member 
of the committee told me in tho course of a visit that the Government were undecided 
whether to have recourse to forced contributions or to make a request to the banks for 
accommodation. There wore objections to both courses ; the former would make a 
bad impression anil provoko an outcry from those on the look-out for nlurmist tales, 
while the latter would be inconsistent with the repeated declarations in the past that 
no foreign advance of any kind would be recognised without tho approval of the 
assembly. Since mv friend’s visit it would appear, if the reports current are to be 
believed, that the Government has decided to follow the former course. This may 
enable them to carry on for a time; but many of the men who deserve squeezing are 
under foreign protection. This considerably reduces the fund available for such 
extortions, and 1 gather that the Government are likely to find themselves compelled 
before the assembly meets to apply to the banks. 

Tho persons who have boon executed are Mufaklicr-ul-Mulk, Sani Hazret, Mir 
Hashem, Sheikh' Feizlullah, and a certain adjutant bashi. They were tried by a 
special court, which has now been dissolved, and though tho reports published of 
the trials aro somewhat inadequate, it may bo asserted with confidence that, with tho 
exception of the adjutant bashi, against whom the principal charge was that he had 
opened the fire on the Medjliss on the occasion of the coup d'fitat last year, none of 
theso men call for any pity. Mufakher-ul-Mulk, Sani Hazret, and Mir llnshem all had 
murders to their accouut. This, perhaps, cannot be said of Sheikh Feizlullah, but 
he lias Iteeu ouo of tho most unscrupulous enemies of the constitutional cause, anil, 
though no proper account of his trial has appeared, he is believed to havo been 
plotting for tho restoration of Mohammad Ali. The danger from such plots is very 
real in view of the presence of Russian troops at Kazvtn, and that of the ex-Shah 
and his rascally suite at the Russian Legation, which together serve ns a standing 
inducement to men like Sheikh Fcizlullah to provoko an outrage upon foreigners in 
order to bring about foreign intervention, which the ex-Shah and his entourage fondly 
hope would set him again on the throne. Sheikh Feizlullah was a danger to his 
country, and Persia is well rid of him. 
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Before closing this despatch 1 1 should wish to touch very briefly on a matter 
which lias been of some anxiety to me in the past few weeks. Since the victory 
of the Nationalists it has again and again been brought home to me how largely the 
recent revolution was a rebellion against Russian influence. The conviction that 
the Shah was a Russian puppet counted for much in the almost universal hatred felt 
for him, and now that ho has been removed there is a general inclination to expect 
too much in the way of diminution of Russian influence, and there is disappointment 
and resentment, that it cannot at once ho shaken olT. On the other hand, Russian 
amour-propre is just now so sensitive that, any manifestation of this resentment is 
particularly inopportune at this moment. Fortunately, 1 have found the Nationalists very 
ready to respond to my counsels of moderation. They chafe especially at having 
to respect Russian protection, which has been so freely granted to Persian subjects in 
the past. At this moment the new Government wish to proceed with a free hand 
against the late Mint-master, who is ono of the worst rascals in Pfersia, but they find 
that, the man is a Russian-protected person. At any other time I should beg my 
Russian colleague to withdraw his protection from such a man, hut on feeling my way 
I found that, in its present sensitive mood, the Russian Legation is little likely to be 
amenable to persuasion in such a matter. Tlioro are other questions, such as the treatment 
of the Cossack Ilrigado, where tho conflict between the somewhat ambitious aspirations 
of the Nationalists and Russian influence has during tho past few weeks made itself 
evident; byt common sense has prevailed with the new Government, and in no case 
has the question become anything like acute. Still it is one of the many difficulties 
ahead, ft is to be hoped that the assembly will prove as reasonable as the committee. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


I 32491J No. 520. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Greu.—{Received August 30.) 

(No. 153.) 

Sir, Guluhek, August 10, 1909. 

FROM the reports which I received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad 
during the period immediately preceding the overthrow of the ex-Hhah's Government, 
it was evident that the continued presence of Russian troops in northern Persia had 
gone far to divert the attention of the heads of tho Shiall religion in Mesopotamia 
from the abuses of the old regime to the more general and fanatical grievance of 
alleged foreign occupation of Persia. Greatly exaggerated accounts of tho action of the 
Russian troops both at Tabreez and Mashed were assiduously spread at tho religious 
centres, and an agitation directed chiefly against Russia, but likely, in the opinion of 
Colonel Ramsay, to be extended to all foreigners in Persia, was vigorously fomented 
at Kcrbala and Nejef. The messages which Colonel Ramsay and the Russian consul- 
general at Bagdad were instructed to make to the Ulema were met with non-committal 
replies to both consuls-general, but Colonel ‘Ramsay in interviews with representatives 
of tho priests was able lo gather a clearer idon of their views. Tlioir indignation 
against Russia was mingled with surprise that England, after having helped Persia in 
her struggle for constitutional liberty, should now passively acquiesce in what they 
regarded as one more proof of Russia’s traditional policy of'aggression. They urged 
that England should do all in her power to free Persia from foreign occupation, 
averring that by her present attitude she was losing the trust and confidence which 
the Persian people had for years felt towards her. 

What the Ulema intended really to do is difficult to estimate. It now seems 
doubtful that their rumoured decision to como to Persia for the purpose of preaching 
a holy war was ever more than a threat, but without tho realisation of this project the 
influence which they can exercise throughout Persia must be a menace to tho 
maintenance of order, and one that may at any time liecomo a real danger so long as 
the Russian occupation continues. There is also to be reckoned with the authority of 
at least two of tho Mujtohids over the Mahommednn population of the Caucasus, and 
their power to create trouble for Russia in this direction is one which cannot be 
ignored. 

1 learn, however, from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay’s latest reports, that since tho 
accession of the new Shah the excitement at Kerhaln and Nejef has somewhat abated, 
and a telegram from the Grand Vizier informing tho Mujtohids of the declaration of 
the Russian Government to the Powers that her troops will be withdrawn as soon as 
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they are no longer needed for the protection of foreigners, and advising them to do 
what lies in their power to restore peace in Persia, appears to have had a tranquilistng 
effect. 

1 have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received August 30.) 

gj r> r ^ Qulahek, August 12, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez regarding the reception 
of the news of the overthrow of the ex-Shah’s Government and its effect upon the 
general situation at that place. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inelosure in No. 521. 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

23,) Tabreez, July 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 171 of the 21at instant, 1 have the honour to 
report that the abdication of Muliammed Ali Shah was welcomed hero with general 
satisfaction by all classes, who dislike and distrust him beyond hope of a reconciliation. 

On the 22nd July Ijlal-ul-Mulk, tho acting governor, gave an official reception in 
honour of the accession of Sultan Ahmed Shah, and since then festivities, illuminations, 

and fireworks have been the order of the day and night. . 

Sattar and Baghcr Khan, who loft the Turkish Consulate-General on the lUtli .July, 
immediately after the arrival of the now consul-general, Remsi Boy, in order to prepare 
for their departure with the outgoing consul-general, Muliammed All Bey, have 
changed their minds since the coup d'Etat. Muliammed Ali Bey left on the 
22nd instant without Sattar and Bagher, who are at present keeping quiet in their 
houses, and have apparently abandoned all idea of leaving tho country. All the 
respectable nationalists are anxious to get rid of them, and it is most desirable that they 
should be removed on some pretext. There is in Tabreez a strong party of moderate 
nationalists who, if Sattar and Bagher wore removed, might be able to overcome tho 
undesirable elements,, consisting mainly of armed fedais. 

The anti-Russian agitation, never serious, has collapsed for the present, and it is 
unlikely to become general unless the Russian troops are not withdrawn after the 
arrival of tho governor-general with sufficient escort, or unless the military authorities 
break out again. Since the Ilnkmabad incidont they have kept fairly quiet, having 
probably received strict orders to restrain their activity. The behaviour of the private 
soldiers continues to be, on the whole, exemplary, and the charges made against them 
of unveiling women or pilfering in tho bazaars are either quite untrue or much 
exaggerated. , . . . 

The Anjuman, which was re-elected at tho beginning of this month, and the acting 
governor continue to govern the town, somewhat incoherently, but the presence of 
Russian troops is sufficient to prevent any disorder. My Russian colleague has not 
supported Ijlal-ul-Mulk ns much as circumstances would seem to have required. Ho is 
incompetent and unreliable, but it would have been difficult to replace him had he 
persisted in his resignation. Mr. Miller occasionally interfered in the internal 
administration of tho town in such a way as to weaken Ijlal’s authority, already veiy 
slight, placed as he is without an escort between the Russian troops and tho fedais. As 
a typical instance, Mr. Miller on one occasion intervened to demand the release of 
several Persian subjects arrested as reactionaries. The Anjuman refused to allow ljlal 
to comply with this demand, ami at last Mr. Miller asked me to intervene, hinting that, 
if the local authorities persisted in their refusal, ho would be compelled to take stronger 
measures. I told him that I did not think that we had any right to interfere, but, to 
prevent possible complications, I made private representations on tho subject, which 
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had the required effect, and the prisoners were released. Such interference and the 
insolence of tho fedais, many of whom, disguised as police, continue to remain armed, 
made Ijlal’s position so difficult that at one time he was hardly prevented from 
resigning. Ilia resignation would not, perhaps, have been distasteful to Mr. Miller, 
who had been urging the necessity of bringing in Samad Khan as acting governor. 
Fortunately, since the coup d’Etat, Ijlal’s position has been somewhat easier. 

The appointment of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh as governor-general has caused general 
satisfaction, for he has the reputation of being a strong and enlightened man. He is 
apparently coming direct from Berlin via Julfu, but it is to be hoped that a strong escort 
for him will be dispatched from Tehran as soon as possible; otherwise he will be unable 
to suppress the fedais in Tabreez, much less restore order in the province. 

The state of the province is very unsatisfactory, and, with the exception of the 
Julfa road, the roads arc very uusafe. The Shahsevans have plundered all along the 
Tehran road between Mianeh and Haji Agha, as well as the country round Ardebil. 
Muhammed Kuly Khan, a Shahscvan chief and famous smuggler, having been 
appointed deputy-governor of Ardebil by Sipahdnr, entered the town with his tribes¬ 
men, who indulged in general looting. Numbers of people, including the royalist 
governor, llashid-ul-Mnlk, took refuge in the Russian Consulate, and Muhammed Kuly 
was left in possession of the town. However, the arrival of 100 Russian Cossacks 
appears to have put an end to the disorders in the town. In Karadngh some lighting 
has been going on between the Shahscvan and Rahim Khan, in which the honours 
appear to have been divided. Tho two parties have now patched up a reconciliation. 

The situation is just as bad all along the Turkish frontier. The Turks havo 
completely cut olf Uremia from communication with the outside world. They have 
blocked all the roads, and even prevont telegraphic communication from being 
re-established. Mr. Miller and myself have made representations to Ilemsi Bey on the 
subject, but I fear no improvement can be expected until wo take up the frontier 
question again. Agha Bey, the new Turkish consul, has replaced the notorious Peter 
F.llow at llrumia. There are 150 ’Turkish troops in Dilman, and the same number in 
Urmnia, ns well as a few small detachments in the surrounding country. The Urumia 
deputation is still at Tabreez, having made little progress in the accomplishment of its 
mission. Muhtashom-es-Sultanoh told me a few days ago that ho hoped to get out of 
going to I 'rumia, but I think ho is really anxious to go, although he will not leave without 
money and an escort. He is not a suitable man for the post, as he is a recognised 
Turcophobo, and tho ignominious treatment ho suffered at the hands of the fedais 
when lately governor there is not likely to strengthen his authority. 

My relations with Mr. Miller are most cordial, and his presence here at this moment 
is a godsend. With the frequent petty incidents arising out of the Russian occupation 
and the general uncertainty, a less amiable colleague might havo bceu tho cause of 
much trouble. At tho same time, while not abandoning the traditional Russian policy 
here, his attitude towards the Persians is in marked contrast to that of his predecessor, 
and 1m treats them with a courtesy which they have not experienced for many years 
from tho Russian representative in Azerbaijan. 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART. 


[32494] No. 522. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir lidward Grey. —(U arrived Auijust 30.) 

I No. 150.) 

Sir, Gululiek, August 12, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of the protocol mentioned in my telegram 
No. 051 of the 5th August. 

I need not trouble you with the wearisome negotiations which precedod the 
conclusion of this arrangement It will suffice to say that in the early stages my 
Russian colleague and I held as much ns possible aloof, leaving the questions of the 
surrender of the Crown jowols and of the ex-Shah's civil list to bo dealt with betweon 
His Majesty’s entourage and representatives of the Persian Government, and that it 
was only when matters had reached a deadlock between them—the ex-Shah refusing to 
give up a largo part of the jewels—that we formally intervened. It was obviously in 
tin- highest degree desirable that Mohammed Ali’s stay in Persia should be cut short, 
and we therefore decided to bring pressure to bear on both parties to come to an 
arrangement. Part of tho jewels were among His Majesty’s effects at the Russian 


Legation, and, unless theyhvero to bo taken from him by force, it was necessary to bring 
the Persian Government to make some concession in regard to the civil list. The sum 
originally offered (25,000 tomans a-year) was small, even making allowance for Persia’s 
poverty, and it would havo left His Majesty largely dependent on Russia, which had 
promised him a welcome. In response to our pressing advice the committee consented 
to increase it to 75,000 tomans on the conditions set forth in the protocol. 

On his side the ex-Sliah has now, yielding to our pressure, surrendered for 
inspection certain boxes which contain a portion at least of the missing jewels. I have 
not yet heard the result of this inspection, but it is to be feared that a good many of 
the jewels claimed by the Government as Crown property will be found to have been 
pawned or sold. In this case the representatives of the two Powers aro bound to do 
their best to secure from His Majesty the pawntickets and full particulars. I trust 
that the Persian Government, in its desire to see the last of His Majesty, will not be 
too exacting on this point. 

I am glad to see that the Russian Government have no idea of delaying matters 
until the assembly has sanctioned the 75,000 tomans a-year. Before affixing our signatures 
we shall insist on those of the Cabinet using as leverage tho stipulation for His 
Majesty s early departure, and if we obtain them tho assembly will find it difficult to 
repudiate the arrangement. 

There are other questions, of course, to be settled in connection with the ex-Shah’s 
money matters, such as his claim to arrears of civil list and his debts to the two banks 
but, these can be arranged after he lias left. His claim to arrears of civil list is in 
largo part for the period duriug which he lias been ruling as an autocrat, and as such 
is not, likely to he admitted by the Persian Government. Ho is said to owe 1,500,000 
tomans to the Russian Bank, and he owes some 150,000 tomans to the Imperial Bank of 
Persia. The former debt is secured on Ilis Majesty’s private property, and the latter 
was passed by Mohammed Ali during the post-Medjliss rdgime as a Government debt. 
It the assembly repudiate it, it will be worth considering whether we canuot obtain 
repayment for the bank from the 75,(X)0 tomans a-year assigned to His Majesty. 

I have, &c. 

_ G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 522. 

Protocol dated 21st July (3rd August), 1009. 

LN but daccelerer le depart de I’erse de Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali Mir/.a, 
ex-bchah de Perse, qui se trouve aetuellemont sous la protection des Legations 
d Angleterro et de Russie, les representants du Gouvernement persan et les reprd- 
sentants des deux legations out dresse d'accord le protocole suivant, sujot ii une 
ratification du Gouvernement persan, d’uno part, et des deux representants des deux 
Puissances, de l’autre:— 

Article 1 CT . Mohammad Ali Mir/.a ddlivrora au Gouvernement persan tons les 
bijoux et autres objets de la Couronne qui restent encore on sa possession. Les bijoux 
a reiulre seront determines apres une investigation faite dans la presence des ddldgud8 
des doux legations. 

Art. 2. Mohammad AJi Mirza ddlivrora au Gouvernement persan tons les 
documents qu il possede concernaut les bijoux de la Couronne engages dans les 
banques ou autres maisons do prets eontre des avanees faites Sa Majestd. Le 
Gouvernement persan pourra, solou son gre, racheter ses bijoux engages. 

Art. 3. Le Gouvernement persan assignera i\ Mohammad Ali Mirza une pension 
annuello de 75,000 tomans, payables chaquo someBtrc d’avanco par rentromiso de la 
Banque d’Rscompto de Perse a Teheran. 

Art. 4. Ias Gouvernement porsan, aprds avoir dresse une listo de tous les bijoux 
et autres objets (lout il a pris livraison, presenters aux deux legations une listo do co 
qui manque,et les deux legations obtiendront do Mohammad Ali Mir 2 a des explications 
precises, avec tous les details possibles, sur le sort do ces bijoux ot autres objets, et 
en cas^ quo quelques-uns de ceux-ci se trouveraient eritro les mains do Sa Majestd 
elle-meme, ou ties personnes de son entourage qui so trouvent en bast i\ In Legation do 
Russie, ou que les details dounds soient inexactes, lea deux legations feront ce qu’il 
lour sera possible pour ohtenir lour restitution. 

Art. 5. Si, a partir do la date du prdsent protocole, il sorait prouvo par-dovant les 
tnbunaux des doux legations que Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirzu aurait vendu ii 
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partir de cette date des bijoux ou autres objets de la Couronue, le montant de telle 
vente sera deduit de sa pension par le Gouvernement persan. 

Art. 0. Mohammad Ali Mirza quittera Teheran pour l’dtranger aussitot quo 
possible, mais pas plus tard quc dans quinze jours it partir de la date du present 
protocole. 

Fait a Zerguende le 3 aofit, 1909 (n.s.) (21 juillet, 1909 (v.s.)). 

VOSSOUGH-ED-DOULEH, 

HUSSEIN KUIiI, 

DR. IBRAHIM, 

DR. HAKIM-UL-MULK, 

Members of Extraordinary Committee. 
ASSADULLAH (MUSI!AR-ES-SULTANEH), 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
MOVASSAK-ED-DOULEH, 

Minister of the Court. 

G. P. CHURCHILL. 

A. BARANOWSKY. 


[32495] No. 523 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 157.) 

g;,- t Gulahek, August 13, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 140 of the 16th July, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a further memorandum by Major Stokes in regard to 
the Bnkhtiaris and the constitution 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


luclosurc iu No. 523. 

Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the Bnkhtiaris and the Constitution , July and 
August 1909. 

ON the 4th July Salar-i-Jung, with 200 royalist Bnkhtiaris, left Kashan for Tehran. 
They left the Kum road at Kaleli, and made straight for Robat Karim. 

On the 5th July the British and Russian cousuls-genural at Ispahan called on 
Samsam-es-Sultaneh, and, in accordance with instructions from their legations, convoyed 
to him a warning similar to that sent to Sardar-i-Assad the day before. 

On the 6th July Samsam-es-Sultaneh, accompanied by Sardnr-i-Muhtashain and 
Mutumid-i-KImkun, who, though not a Bakhtiari, appears to possess the confidence of 
the khans, mot the two cousuls-general, and, after an interview lasting two hours, 
agreed to send telegrams to Korlxda and to the nationalists at Constantinople, Tabreez, 
and other towns informing them of the warning he had received. Sulur-i-Masoud (Mehdi 
Kuli Khan, son of Sanlar-i-Zafar; left Ispahan for Tehran with 140 men. One hundred 
and twenty of the loyalist force from Kanban took refuge in the shrine ut Kum, refusing 
to go to Tehran. 

On the 7th July Samsam-es-Sultaneh seutmost of the telegrams he had undertaken 
to send the day before. 

On the 8th July Samsam-es-Sultaneh received a reply from Constantinople to the 
effect that the object of the constitution was to maintain the independence of Persia, 
which foreigneis for their own objects were seeking to belittle. If success was not 
obtained at Tehran in a day or two Persia was lost. The neighbouring tribes should be 
warned that Persia and Islam were in danger. 

On the 9th July Sardar-i-Muhtasham and Sardar Bahadur left Ispahan for Tehran 
with 450 to 600 men. Ziugham-es-Sultaueh, with 400 men, and Salar-i-Mosoud, with 
300, reached Koslion. Sardar-i-Motazid, with the royalist force from Kashan, left Kum 
for Tehran, in villages near Kum his men disarmed a number of Bnkhtiaris sent by 
Sardar-i-Assad to collect taxes. 

On the 10th July Zargham-es-Sultaneh marched from Kashan by Naizar, and 
Salar-i-Musoud from Kashan by Kuhrud, for Tehran. Sardar-i-Motazidand the royalist 
force passed Kuln-i-Muhnmmad Ali Khan. A fight took place between royalist and 


nationalist Bakhtiaris near Tehran, the former being Amir-i-Mufakham’s men. A blood 
feud has thus been started which may have important consequences in the future. 

On the 11th July a telegram for Sardar-i-Muhtashatn from Amir-i-Mufakham 
reached Ispahan. It told him of the fighting on the previous day, and warned him that 
things were becoming serious, and he had better take heed for himself. 

From the 13th July to the 16th July fighting took place at Tehran, in which the 
Amir-i-Mufakham's men alone of the Bakhtiaris took part on the royalist side. Sardar-i 
Motazid's forco of Persian infantry and Salar-i-Jung’s Bakhtiaris reached Tehran on the 
15th, but took no part in the fighting. After the fighting was over the royalist 
Bakhtiaris withdrew to the hills north of Tehran, where they entrenched themselves. 
A meeting of the khans, the royalists excepted, decided that, all things considered, it 
was best to natch up the quarrel, and after much negotiation this was done, and Amir-i- 
Mufakham left for the Bakhtiari country early in August. Few people, Bakhtiaris 
included, believe that the pence will be a lasting one, the Bakhtiari idea being that a 
blood feud cannot be allowed to end in this manner. 

On the 15th July Snlar-i-Masoud’s contingent reached Kum; that of Sardar-i- 
Muhtasham and Sardar Bahadur left Kashan. 

On the 17th July the latter contingent reached Kum. 

On the 18th July Samsam-es-Sultaneh was appointed Governor of Ispahan. Urders 
were sent by Sardar-i-Assad, as Minister of the Interior, to patrol the road, Sardar-i- 
Muhtasham being placed in charge of the section Tehran -Kashan, and Samsam-es- 
Sultaneh of that from Kashan to Ispahan. At a large meeting held in the mosque at 
Kum, Sardar-i-Muhtasham read a telegram announcing the deposition of Muhammad 
Ali Shah and the accession of Sultan Ahmad Shah. Four thousand tomans were handed 
to him on behalf of the town. 

Ou the 19th July Sardar-i-Muhtasham and Sardar Bahadur, with their contingent, 
left Kum for Tehran, which they reached a few days later. Salar-i-Masoud’s force also 
reached Tehran about the same time. 

On the 28th July Smnsam-es-Sultaueh received a telegram from the Anjuman-i- 
Saadat at Constantinople saying that Zil-es-Sultan was trying to become Regent, and 
this must be prevented. This warning seems unnecessary, as Sardar-i-Assad, when the 
question of appointing Zil-os-Sultan Governor-General of Fars arose, declared that if the 
appointment was insisted on he would resign the Ministry of the Interior and retire to 
the Bakhtiari country with all his men. It is to be remembered that Sardar-i-Assad's 
father was murdered by Zil-es-Sultan when a guest in the l itter's house at Ispahan. 

In all about 2,500 to 3,000 Bakhtiaris have come to Tehran in the last month, of 
whom the greater number aro still here. It is difficult to get at the exact numliers. as 
they aro billeted all over tlie town in caravanserais and stables. A suggestion that 
thoy should all camp outside the town was rejected by the khans, who do not wish the 
exact numbers of their men to become known. 

C. B. S. 

Tehran, August 12, 1909. 
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I HAVE the honour to transmit to 
events iu Persia for the last four weeks. 


Gulahek , August 13, 1)09. 
you herewith the usual monthly summary 

I havo, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


of 


Inclosure in No. 524. 

Monthly Summary No. 8 .—(June 19 to August 0, 1909.) 


• Tehran. 

SAAD-ED-DOWLEH'S Cabinet resigned on the 24th June, owing to panic caused 
by news of the advance on Tehran of the nationalist forces from Ispahan and Kazvin. 
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The Shall however, asked the Ministers to retain office temporarily, which they did and 
the two legations sent their dragomans to enjoin “ solidarity ” upon several of the 
Mimsters.especmUy iarman Fanna, who were acting in a very foolish manner. 

he British and Russian consuls-general at Ispahan arrived at ICum on the 26th 
to urge Sardar Assad to abandon his advance on Tehran. They returned to their 
posts a few days later, and subsequent events showed that their mission had failed. 

Un the -oth the bipahdar s mixed force of Caucasians and Persians from Resht 
and Kazvin arrived at Yengi-lmam, 45 miles from Tehran, within 20 miles of tire 
Cossack post established four days before at Kerej undor the command of Captain 
Zapolsky. I ho question of the attitude of the Russian officers of the Persian Cossack 
brigade had by this time become one of some importance, and it transpired that Colonel 
Liakhoff had received instructions “ to protect the Shah and to take the field." 

On the 1st July Sardar Assad advanced from Ivum much to the surprise of 
everyone, as it was thought that the serious warning given to him by the two legations 
would deter him. At Tehran the bazaars wore closed, and a general exodus from town 
to the country began. 

„ fop <la} ’ , 1 ,lc , ]!ri , tisl ' , and If’tssian representatives had a painful audience 
of the Shah at bultanetabad, when he was told that he should have followed the advice 
of the two Powers sooner, that they had done what they could, and would continue to 
use their influence to bring about a pacific solution of tho present crisis. The Shah 
to'him ,m ie< m US att,tu< e ’ ancl <li(1 not ™' se the question of the guarantees given 

. T) n 3r<1 an<1 ‘"'Portant developments occurred : Sardar Assad arrivod 

at Robat Kerim, some 10 miles from Tehran, and the Cossacks were ordered to retire 
Kerej V ° r ° J ’ w “ c 1 was fo,,0 'ved by a forward movement by Sipahdar, who occupied 

Seeing that tho two commanders were rapidly drawing their forces nearer to tho 
capital the British and Russian representatives decided, in pursuance of instructions 
from thoir Govornnients, to send a delegate each to tho two leaders. Mr. Churchill 
and M. Romanowsky wore sent to the Sardar Assad, while Major Stokes and 
M Haronowsky went to see Sipahdar. They left at 1 a.m. on the 4th July, but the 
attor party found, on arriving at Shahnbad, 15 miles from the town, to which place 
the Cossacks had retired, that a body of Sipahdar’s men wore attacking them. They 
wore actually fired at by the Cossacks, and had to retire. This engagement appears to 
have been merely one of outposts, and the Cossacks held their ground inflicting 
considerable loss to the opponents, from whom they captured one gun. Tho delegates 
from the two legations delivered their messages to the two commanders respectively, 
and, hough the language used was of tho strongest, and Warned them that their action 
might lead to foreign intervention, it produced no effect whatever. 

On the 6th duly the Russian Legation announced to the Persian Government that 
a force of Kussiim troops was on its way to Knzvin, not to intervene in the struggle 
hen proceeding, but to ho at tho disposal of the Russian Legation for tho protection of 
Russian and other foreign lives and propertv. * 01 

On the Oth July Sipahdar left Kerej with about 1,000 moil, outflanked the Cossacks 
nho remained posted at Slmhahad, and advanced in a south-easterly direction towards 

iAT!'-"’- fron v ' vh «“ ce faanl “ r had advanced to meet him with about 

1,-00 Bnklitiiiris. Notwithstanding a treacherous attempt to surprise the fedai under 
Sipahdar, winch was clumsily made by Amir Mufakhnm, tho royalist Baklitiari c hief 
0,111 L ** 

On tho night of the 12th July tho combined nationalist force marched between 

the opposing Cossacks a.rregulars. Owing to wlmt appears to have been gross 

mismanagement on the part of ( upturns Zapolsky and Poribinoszeff, they succeeded in 
go ling through unnoticed, and at 6 a.m. on llm 13th July the whole nationalist force 
ThT,- f n mby , tl,e , ‘ ,,rlh '<>r Yousufabnd gate, which was not held against them. 

I I ey rede three abreast past the British Legation, and shortly afterwafds dividing 
mtc. three eobuims, preeee.h.d m the Bahiiristau, or assembly building, which they 
luliud pi.ulieidlj uithmit opposition. The soldiers on duty at the various gunrd- 

woundoUMh Wltl1,0,11 <ll )T«'ulty, though two or three men were killed and 

mdul at the guard-house opposite the mam gate of the legation. A column which 
descended the legation street towards the Artillery Square was fired upon by sohHero 
posted lie square, the various gates of which were immediately closed ’ 

1 lie three northern on-.l throe eastern gates of the town were immediately taken 
possession of by tile Bakhtiaris, hut the three western gates remained in the hands of 


the Cossacks. During the course of the morning Captain Zapolsky with 400 Cossacks 
under him entered the town by one of these gates and joined Colonel Liakhoff, who 
was throughout at the Cossack barracks in the western part of the town with 400 men. 
The remaining 300 Cossacks, under Captain Peribinoszeff, went to Sultanetabad to 
protect the Shah, who had besides some 2,000 men under Amir Bahadur who had taken 
no part whateyer in the hostilities. 

Throughout the three days on which hostilities lasted, viz., 13th, 14th, and 
15th duly, the Cossacks remained on tho defensive in and around their barracks, while 
an irregular force of some 500 absolutely undisciplined men held the gun square ; the 
main force, under Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, held the rest of tho town, with their 
headquarters at the Baharistan, whilst a determined body of fedai crept gradually as 
close to the barracks as possible, using their .Mausers with great effoct and throwing 
bombs at night. 

On the 11th the Shah declared that he intended to Rtake his all on a determined 
combined attack on the town by all the forces at his disposal and to take refuge at the 
Russian legation it it failed. The attack proved a complete failure. Captain 
Peribinoszeff shelled the Baharistan quarter from the hills near Kasr-i-Kajar, which 
covered an attack by some of tho irregulars on the Dochantapeh gate. The Baklitiari, 
however, appeared in such force to defend that approach that the attacking party fled 
m confusion, while the bombardment produced no impression whatever. Colonel 
Liakhoff endeavoured to shell the Baharistan at the same time, but the range must have 
been most inaccurate as a number of the shells exploded over tho Imperial Bank 
without doing much harm. 

The Slmh was assured by his Persian officers that victory might still be his, and, 
consequently, the following day (the 15th July) further attempts were made by his 
irregulars to attack the gates, but tho Cossacks remained entirely on the defensive. 
Eve^ attack was, however, repulsed with severe loss to the royalists. During the day 
a small number of the royalist Baklitiari contrived to reach a house near the British 
Legation, and a great deal of firing went on between them and tho fedai. 

The total casualties are unknown, but probably did not exceed 300. 

On the I Oth July tlio Shall took refuge at the Russian Legation under a joint 
Anglo-luission guard, and the dragomans of the two legations were sent to town to 
make tormstetween tho nationalist leaders and Colonol Liakhoff, which they succeeded 
in doing. The same day the Cossacks began to fraternise with the Baklitiari and 
fedai, and by the following day normal conditions had been re-established in the town. 

. „ . J V 1 extrao " dinar y grand council was then formed at the Baharistan, and on tlio 
lith the council proclaimed Mohammed Ali’s deposition and the enthronement of tlio 
Valiahd as Sultan Ahmed Shah. Azad-ul-Mulk was temporarily appointed to bo 
Regent, and tho following Cabinet was formed as a provisional Government pending 
the convocation of the National Assembly 

Minister of War ... ... ... Sipahdar. 

„ „ Interior ... ... Sardar Assad. 

„ „ Foreign Affaire ... Naser-ul-Mulk. 

•i » Finance ... Mustaufi-ul-Miimalok. 

„ o Justice ... ... Farmau Parma. 

„ „ Education, Ac. ... Sani-ed-l)owieh. 

>• n Court ... ... Muvassak-od-Dowloh. 

■i Telegraphs mid Posts ... Sardar Mansur. 

A telegram was sent to Naser-ul-Mulk inviting him to return to Persia immediately 
to take up his post, and in the interim the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Miishai-es-Sultanoh, was givou official charge of tho Foreign Office, and tho legations 
were informed accordingly. 

Several other minor appointments were made including the notorious loader of the 
reputed Caucasian revolutionaries, known as Yoprem, who became chief of police. 
Ala-ed-Dowleh, who had arrived at Tehran a few days before, was appointed governor- 
general of Fare, and Mukliber-es-Sultaneh, who was still in Europe, was summoned 
back and told to go direct to Tabreoz to take over the government of Azerbaijan, 
which he hold at the timo of the last coup d'Eial in June 1008. Samsam-es-Siiltaueh 
was confirmed as governor of Ispahan. 

Sand-ed-Dowleh and Mukhber-od-Dowloh took refugo at tho British legation, hut 
seeing that there was no likelihood of their being interfered with they left after a day 
or two for their homes, but Saad-ed-Uowleh has since placed himself under Russian 
protection. 
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The provisional Government having officially notified tho legations of the chango 
of Sovereign, tho British and Russian legations signified their recognition of Sultan 
Ahmed Shah and the other legations followed suit. 

The town was illuminated on the 21st July and the 22nd and newspapers began 
to reappear. 

On the 20th Mufakher-ul-Mulk, the notorious reactionary agent pf the ex-Shah, 
was captured, and two days later, after trial by a special court, he was shot at the 
Bagh-i-Shah. The same court also tried three other prominent reactionaries, including 
Sani Hezret, the leader of the armed roughs employed by Mohammed All, and Sheikh 
Fazhdlah, the reactionary chief Mollah, who had done so much against the constitutional 
regime, and they were publicly hanged in the artillery square. Soveral arrests were 
also made, including llaji Majd-cd-Dowleh, K.C.M.G.,and Amir Nizam, the ex-Ministor 
of Finance. 

In the meantime steps were taken by tho nationalist committee, which seemed to 
be managing affairs, and of which Hussein Kuli Khan, C.B., is the leading spirit, to 
take possession on behalf of the Government of the crown jewels and other property 
which Mohammed Ali had taken to tho Russian legation. A large portion of these 
jewels was taken over without much trouble, but Mohammed Ali endeavoured to retain 
a considerable quantity. The committee offered to give tho ex-Shah 5,0001. per 
annum as a pension, but after lengthy negotiations carried on with them by the two 
legations, a protocol was signed on the 3rd August by which the ex-Slmh is to receive 
15,0001. a-year, hand over all the jewels and leave Tehran at latest by the 17th August. 
The remaining jewels were handed over the following day. 

On the 31st July Sultan Ahmed Shah, supported by the Regent who acted as 
spokesman for His Majesty who is only about 13 years of age, hold his first reception of 
the corps diplomatique. 

Colonel LiakholT loft Tehran for Russia on the 4th August, and it is not at all 
likely that he will return. 

Mohammed Ali brought with him to the Russian legation most of his reactionary 
following, including Amir Bahadur. Naib-os-Sultaneh had preceded his nephew a few 
days before. A number of the Silnkhori and other irregulars also pitched their tents 
in the grounds outside the legation walls and were removed with difficulty. Some of 
them attempted to loot villages in the vicinity, and a force of Bakhtiari had to bo sent 
up from town to disperse them. 

Normal conditions have now been restored, and the elections for 15 members of 
Parliament for the Tehran district are proceeding on the basis of the Electoral Law 
already elaborated under the old regime. 

Zil-os-Sullan arrived at Rcsht and left for Tehran on the 5th August, hut was 
stopped at Menjil. Taki Zade arrived at Tehran on the 6th August. 

G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary. 

Gulahelt, August (i, 1909. 


Tabreez. 

1. On 22nd July two detachments of Russian CoBsacks, each consisting of one 
officer and fourteen men left Tabreez to map the country in the direction of Soujbulak 
and of Mianeh. They returned about a fortnight later. 

2. Towards the end of July llis Majesty’s acting consul-general gathered from 
conversations he had with General Snarski and other officers that there was some 
likelihood of the Russian troops remaining at Tabreez for the winter. In reporting 
this to llis Majesty's Minister, ho urged that the Persian Government should at once 
send a governor with a force capable of keeping order, so as to leave no excuse for the 
Russian troops remaining at Tabreez, Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, who lias been appointed 
governor-general of Azerbaijan, has not yet reached Tabreez from Europe. The local 
assembly of Tabreez is anxious that Sanmd Khan, a tribal Chief, and lately one of the 
Shah’s generals, should Ik 1 dismissed from the governorship of Maraga. As he is a 
good governor, and his is the only tranquil district in Azerbaijan, both legations have 
advised that he should ho left in his post. 

Ardebil. 

1, The Russian Government having informed the Persian Government on the 
1st August that unless a strong governor with a suitable escort was dispatched to 


Ardebil by the 4th August they would themselves send troops in to keep order. 
Fath-es-Sultan was on the 2nd August appointed governor, and has started from the 
neighbourhood of Tabreez for Ardebil. 


Resht. 

1. Three Russian transports reached Enzeli on the 9th July, and three on the 
10th July, and landed troops. On the 10th, 025 Cossacks left Resht for Kazvin. The 
boycott of Russian goods begun on the 10th was abandoned the next day, but some 
merchants telegraphed to Russia cancelling large orders for Russian goods. Protests 
against the Russian action wore addressed to the consulates at Resht, to the legations 
at Tohran, and to the British public. The armed supporters of the nationalist cause 
laid down their arms. On tho 13tli about 1,000 infantrymen and four guns left 
Enzeli for Resht. The Cossacks were accused of having cut the telegraph wire near 
Rudbar. They reached Kazvin on the 16th July. The infantry left Resht on the 
15th ; they were accused of uprooting eighteen telegraph poles. The telegraph wire 
was cut at Yangi Imam. Three more transports reached Enzeli on tho 19th July, 
from one of which supplies were landed next day in charge of 159 commissariat 
personnel. On the 3rd August fifty Russian soldiers landed at Enzeli, and His 
Majesty’s vice-consul was informed that more were to como in smnll detachments. 

2. Events at Tehran gave pleasure to tho people of Resht generally. Very strong 
feeling, however, still prevailed against Russia. 

3. Taki Zadeh passed through Resht on his way from Tabreez to Tehran on 
the 3rd August. 

Astrabad. 

1. The news of the abdication of Muhammad Ali Shah was receivod with great 
joy. The town was illuminated for three nights, ai:d salutes were fired. 


Heslwd. 

1. it. Courtin, manager of tho Russian bank, left for Tabreez on transfer early in 
July. M. Budolevich, who was removed from Tabreez a few months ago at tho 
instance of the Russian consul-general, and who acted for M. Courtin, left on the 
21st July. In the few weeks he was at Meshed he started a policy hostile to the 
Imperial bank. It appears that a short time ago the local manager of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia w;as informed confidentially by the local manager of the Russian bank 
that tho latter intends to close its branch in Seistan on account of the useless 
expenditure at present incurred by it. The Russian bank wished to know on what 
terms the Imperial bank would take over its business in Seistan. 

2. Quiet has prevailed at Meshed since the reconciliation reported in last siunmary. 
The change of Sovereigns was celebrated by illuminations and rejoicings on an 
extravagant scalo. Extraordinary demonstrations of gratitude to His Majesty’s 
consulate-general were noted. Tho local press was full of gratitude to tho consul- 
general, and of compliments to British policy. In this connection ull consuls have been 
instructed by His Majesty’s Minister to combat the idea that tho recent revolution was 
in any way a victory of British over Russian policy. Major Sykes expresses tho opinion 
that the presence of a second sotnia of Cossacks is no longer necessary. 

3. An attempt was made to start a boycott of Russian goods at Meshed. Major 
'Sykes took steps, with success, to have this stopped. He reports that Prince Dnbija, 
whose attitude towards him was temporarily somewhat improved by instructions from 
his legation to co-operate with his British colleague, is now working hard against him, 
and is much upset at Russian intervention not being justified. 


Turbat-i-Iiaidari. 

1. Twelve Russian Cossacks arrived from Karej on the 20th June. On tho 
llth July four arrived from Meshed, of whom three were to go to Karej, one remaining 
at Turbat. On the 12th July four arrived from Birjand for Russia via Karej. 

2. Baron Tcherkassof, the new Russian Consul for Seistan, arrived from Meshed 
on the 29th June. He loft for Birjantbon the 4th July with thirteen Cossacks. 
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Seistan. 

1. Dr. Kosminsky informed Major Kennion that the Seistan vice-consulate had been 
permanently extended to embrace Kain, which had consequently been separated from 
Turbat. It will remain a vice-consulate, but Baron Tcherkassof will have the rank and 
status of consul. Neither he (Dr. Kosminsky) or Dr. Otto, at Seistan, had any powers. 
The flap: was flown over his house because the consular escort was there. 

2. There is much feeling against the Russians at Birjand owing to their troops 
entering Persia, and because they have, so it is believed, helped the Shah. Dr. Kos¬ 
minsky told Major Kennion that though he had man}' friends in Birjand it was now 
quite disagreeable for him to come into the place, as Russians were regarded by every 
one in the most unfriendly way. The worst of it was, ho said, that lie was unable to 
givo any adequate reply to his friends’ outspoken criticism of Russian action. 


Ispahan. 

1. Inconsequence of excesses of all kinds committed by Bakhtiaris, the British and 
Russian consuls-general early in July addressed strong notes to the Persian Foreign 
Office agent. This led to the dismissal of the chief of the police, who was replaced by 
Gharib Khan. The latter has displayed much energy in keeping order. Samsam-es- 
Sultanoh has also taken steps to this end. He published a proclamation to the effect 
that any Rakhtiari extorting money from the townspeople or molesting women would 
be very severely dealt with, and another forbidding any firing in town. The house of 
any offender was to he pulled down. Ispahan has consequently remained quiet. 

2. Hie entry of the nationalist forces into Tehran on the 13th July was announced 
to Ispahan the same day by the firing of guns. The bazaars were illuminated for two 
evenings. On the 16th, news was received of the Shah’s having taken refuge in the 
Russian Legation, and on the 18th the appointment of Samsain-es-Sultaneh as governor- 
gone ral of Ispahan was announced. A day or two later Agha Nourullah, who had 
striven to assert the pre-eminence of the clergy, was compelled to resign the presidency 
of the local assembly. There is considerable ill-feeling betweon Samsam and the clergy. 
On the- 20th July salutes were fired to announce the accession of Sultan Ahmed Shah, 
and m the evening there were illuminations and fireworks in Ispahan and Julfa. The 
khans wore on that evening the guests of the Armenian Archimandrite. Mr. Grahame 
reports that events at Tehran have created curiously little impression at Ispahan, and that 
the dominant note there was indifference. The majority, including enlightened notables 
and merchants, favours the new regime, but a’ large minority is against it. The 
minority consists of the clergy and the officials. 'The former feel that their influence is 
doomed, while the latter fear a reduction of their emoluments. There is a steadv 
chorus of praiso for hngland, designed perhaps to accentuate the dislike for Russia. 

I here are even some people who credit His Majesty’s Government with the subtle 
policy of having landed a small force at Bushiro in order to lead Russia into pouring 
large bodies of troops into the northern provinces at considerable expense and without 
practical result except that of estranging the feelings of all Persia. 

. 1 . 1 lie I eh ran-Ispahan road was for some weeks quite unsafe, and robberies of 
travellers and posts were frequent. f Ihe royalist and nationalist forces moving on the 
roail appear to have been equally concerned in these robberies. Sardar-i-Assad, on 
being appointed Minister of the Interior, at once issued orders for the patrolling of the 
road by Bakhtiaris, with the result that on the 21th July the road was reported free 
from brigandage. The Ahwaz road was reported at the end of July to l>e very unsafe- 
two large robin!l ies of caravans having recently taken place. 

1. The elections for the national assembly began on the 20th July, and were to- 
close on the 12th August. 

Yezd. 


The condition of the roads to Yezd did not improve during July. They were 
still frequented by large bodies of robbers, and numbers of robberies were reported. 

lie postal service was very irregular. In the town and suburbs the Parsecs and Jews 
suffered continual annoyance at the hands of Mahommedans. The newest form of 
tyranny is the forcible conversion to Islam of Parsec girls. One or two cases have 
occurred, and threats of more have caused the closing of Parsee girls’ schools, the girls 
being afraid to leave their homes. 'The Parsec community is unfortunately at this 
moment somewhat bitterly divided over the question of the succession to the office of 
priest, to which the two sons of the late priest are the rival claimants. Adl-ed-Dowleb 
who resigned the governorship, was reappointed to it. 
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Kerman. 

The situation has not altered appreciably in the last month. Nizam-es- 
Sultaneh has been confirmed in tile appointment of governor by the new Central 
Government, but has not yet loft Tehran for Kerman. 

Kmnanshan. 

1. The people of lvermanshah seem to have been divided into two parties by a 
private quarrel among the priests. Of tile two factions, the one headed by Seyvid 
Kamul-ud-Din, a Tehran priest, was supported by most of tlio notables of the town, the 
other, under Mouu-i-Raya, had the secret support of the' local clergy. On the 
14th .July fighting took place botween the two parties, in which Moin-i-Raya was 
defeated, the other party’s force being commanded by Zahir-ul-Mulk. Early on the 
loth, Moin-i-Raya and two others took refuge in the grounds of His Majesty’s consulate 
without Captain Crossle’s permission. In anticipation of such an incident, Captain 
Crossle had issued strict orders that no refugees should be admitted, but as the 
consulate grounds are quite opou it is impossible to prevent entrance to them by night. 
Captain Crossle had also requested the governor to provide guards for British subjects, 
but the governor replied that he was powerless, as he had no troops and Zahir-ul-Mulk 
had seized the arsenal. Captain Crossle saw the refugees, and protested aguiust their 
presence. They refused to leave, as if they did so they would be killed at once. 
Captain Crossle also communicated with his Russian colleague, requesting him to join 
with him in arranging matters, but the latter declined to interfere in local affairs. At 
tlio same time Captain Crossle wrote to the governor to inform him that these men had 
taken refuge at the consulate, and asked him to make arrangements that they should 
be removed as soon as possible. The Foreign Office ngont, arrived on the part of the 
governor, and Captain Crossle protested strongly against those men taking refuge, and 
demanded that arrangements should be made for thorn to leave at once. He informed 
him, at the same time, that he had sent several times to the governor asking for 
guards, and had always received tlio reply that the latter was unable to supply them. 
Captain Crossle went on to say that the consulate would not interfere in an alTair 
exclusively local, and which did not nifect our interests. 

Tile Foreign Office agent deplored the governor’s want of power, and after an 
interview witli the refugees agreed to go and see Zahir-ul-Mulk and inform him that 
they were ready to leave the town if their lives were spared. In the meanwhile, 
Zahir-ul-Mulk took advantage of the excitement in the town to burn Moiu-i-llnya’s 
house and to loot several others. In the evening Zahir-ul-Mulk sent messengers, saying 
that the refugees must be handed over unconditionally, and that ho would put them 
in chains and have them tried ; that in the beginning Moin-i-Raya had sent to Nazr 
Ali Khan and a soil of Dnoud Khan, who is in revolt against his father, asking them 
to come and help him. Moin-i-Raya denied this, and gave letters to be dispatched to 
both these chiefs asking them not to cotno to Kernmnshnh on his account. Zahir-ul- 
Mulk’s messengers wore accompanied by a largo crowd of people, who said they were 
come to take the refugees, if accessary by force. As it. was evident that if Captain 
Crossle handed them over they would bo killed once they got out of the consulate 
grounds, lie refused to do so unless an assurance wore given that they would not he 
touched. On the 16th Zahir-ed-Dowloh, the governor, wrote informing Captain 
Crossle that ho had resigned the governorship. He was induced to reconsider his 
decision, hut refused to do anything until he got support from Tehran, lie in formed 
the consulate Mirza that ho would not act ns governor so long us Zahir-ul-Mulk made 
use of Government guns nnd soldiers For his private quarrels. On tile morning of the 
17th Dnoud Khan, chief of tlio Kalkora, arrived with 200 horsemen to help Zahir-ul- 
Mulk. It was reported that lie would loot the town unless Moin-i-Raya wore surrendered 
unconditionally. During the day nows arrived from Tehran that the Shah bail 
abdicated, and this took a great deal of attention oil local affairs. In tlio evening tlio 
eousulato Mirza had an interview with Dnoud Kluui, and explained the position of 
affairs to him. As a result, the night passed quietly. On the 18th Zahir-ul-Mulk 
and his party called on Daoud Khan and asked him to send back his horsemen 
with the exception of some thirty as an oscort. Daoud Khan agreed to do so, and 
later signed a telegram to be sent to tlio Sipahdar demanding that Moin-i-Rnya should 
be handed over to Zahir-ul-Mulk unconditionally. On the 29th one refugee left the 
consulate. The governor again resigned, but once more resumed office on the 30th. 
Zahir-ul-Mulk, however, remained paramount. The other refugees left on the 3rd 
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August of their own accord. On the 5th August a representative of the Persian 
Foreign Office called on His Majesty’s Minister to protest against the refugees being 
kept in the consulate. He was informed, in reply, that they were no longer there, and 
His Majesty’s Minister took the opportunity of protesting very strongly against the 
behaviour of the governor, Daoud Khan, and Zahir-ul-Mulk, and added that nothing 
would have induced him to send the men out, as it was known that ruffians like Zahir- 
ul-Mulk wore waiting to massacre them. Little impression was created at Kermaushah 
by the news of events at Tehran, the town being occupied with local affairs. 

2. Carriages now run from Hamadan to Kazvin, the journey taking forty-eight 
hours. 

3. About the 10th July the governor of Kasr-i-Shirin telegraphed to the governor 
here that Aglia Mullah Ahmad Yezdi had arrived there on behalf of the chief priests 
of Kerbela. He was in telegraphic communication with Naib-es-Sultaneh, the* Shah’s 
uncle, to ascertain the Shah’s intentions. He stated that if the constitutional movement 
did not gain ground the chief priests of Kerbela would come to Persia and take a lead 
in the matter. 

4. llamadan has remained quiet. There was apparently some preparation for 
sending a contingent to help the nationalist forces advancing on Tehran, but few, if 
any, men eventually started. 

Shiraz. 

1. On the 11th July Asaf-ed-Dowleh informed the British and Russian consuls 
that he had resigned the post of governor-general rather than be the cause of bloodshed. 
On the 12th all the rogidar troops in Shiraz took refuge at the two consulates, 
encamping round them, as a protest against not receiving pay, while the governor- 
general was paying the Kashgais regularly. The Arab tribes sent word that they 
were ready to attack Shiraz whenever the Kawau ordered it. On the 13th July Seyyid 
Abdul Hussain Lari was reported to be near Darab with Sheikh Zakaria and 400 men. 
The two consuls delivered to Asaf-ed-Dowleh a message from the two legations 
convoying to him an emphatic warning, and got from him positive orders to the Lari 
Seyyid and Soulat-ed-Dowleh forbidding them to advance on Shiraz. The governor- 
general still maintained that he was going, and promised to send the Kashgais away 
from tin* town. On the same day the appointment of Zil-es-Sultan as governor-general 
was announced, and was received with the utmost enthusiasm. The consulate Munshi 
visited Asaf-ed-Dowleh on the 14th, and found him ignorant of his own dismissal, the 
news of which he received with evident consternation. Unfortunately the news of 
/il-OB-Sultan s appointment was not confirmed. On the sumc day.His Majesty’s consul 
at Bunder Abbas reported that the Lari Seyyid was ill at Talmin, 100 miles from 
Bunder Abbas. The non-confirmation of the appointment of Zil-es-Sultan by Mushir- 
ul-Mulk, who, according to the official announcement, was to be the new Wazir, led to 
a renewal of the agitation against Asaf-ed-Dowleh, and Seyyid Muhammad addressed 
11* 0 two consuls declaring that tlm crowd assembled in the Shah Chiragh mosque was 
beyond his control, and that if disorder was to be avoided Asaf-ed-Dowleh must leave 
al once. On the 17th news of Ata-cd-Dowleh’s appointment as temporary deputy 
governor, pending the arrival of Bahrain Mirza, was received. The two consuls 
visited him privately mid urged him to take immediate steps to restore order, which he 
promised to do. Asaf-ed-Dowleh, however, in spite of his previous declarations that 
he had resigned and was anxious to leave, refused to do so, ou the ground that the 
Zil-es-Siiltan’s appointment had been made by the Government of Muhammad Ali 
Shah, who had been dethroned. Rumours were also circulated that the Zil-es-Sultan 
had never been appointed at all, and that the telegram announcing his appointment 
and that of Ata-ed-Dowloh had been forged by the two consuls to keep their refugees 
quiet. On the 17th the two consuls wrote to Ata-ed-Dowleji urging him to pay no 
attention to unconfirmed rumours, and reminding him that whatever might have 
happened elsewhere he was responsible for order in Shiraz until further instructions 
were received. On the same day a messenger came in from Jahrum reporting that the 
Lari Seyyid had sent an emissary to that place to buy cartridges at any price. 
Telegrams were received from Sipuhdar and Sardar-i-Assad announcing themselves 
respectively Minister of \\ ar amt of the Interior. On tin* 18th n Kilogram was rocoivcd 
from the latter addressed to SouluPed-Dowleli directing him not to move, and on the 
same day the Kawam rocoivcd a telegram from the Arabs at Dehbid urging him to 
light the Kashgais at Beyza. The Kawam sent excited messages to both consuls that 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh had left his summer quarters for Shiraz, and that consequently ho 
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was forced to summon his Arabs. In reply, lie was urged to be careful to avoid any 
action which would serve as a pretext to Soulat-ed-Dowleb for coming, and it was 
pointed out that, as Soulat-ed-Dowleb was apparently still some eight stages away on 
the Sarhad route, he had no justification for representing the danger to be imminent, 
lie then asked whether the consuls would permit him to send men out from Ilehhid to 
defend his properties which were being ravaged, and was told in reply that the matter 
did not concern the consuls, whose duty was confined to warning both him and 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh that whoever moved their forces first towards Shiraz would bo held 
responsible for any damage to the persons or property of foreign subjects which might 
result from the ensuing fighting. On the 19th telegrams from Sardar-i-Assad and 
from Seyyid Assadullah at Bnshiro to the address of the Lari Seyyid and Soulat-ed- 
Dowleh were received, urging them to keep quiet. On the 20th the Shah Chiragh 
mosquo was evacuated in the belief that Asaf-ed-Dowleh’s dismissal was assured. On 
the 21st tho appointment of Ala-ed-Dowleh was announced, and was apparently 
received with somewhat mixed feelings, the respectable classes welcoming the appoint¬ 
ment and the professional agitators resisting it On the 22nd an agitation was begun 
against Ala-ed-Dowleh and in favour of Zil-es-Sultan’s return, and the bazaars wore 
closed. Ou the 23rd Soulat-ed-Dowleh tolegraphod to Asaf-ed-Dowleh telling him not 
to leave Stiiraz, and that, if he did he (Soulat-ed-Dowleh) would bring him hack. 

On the 21th, Asaf-ed-Dowleh started from Shiraz leaving tho l’alaco in the hands of 
his Kashgai guards. On the 25th a tolegram from Abadeh informed Mr. Bill that 
Soulut-cd-Dowleli had started for Sliiraz with a large force, and had Bent another to 
Abadeh to prevent Ala-ed-Dowleh reaching Shiraz. Mr. Bill, therefore, asked His 
Majesty’s Minister to allow the reinforcement for his consular guard to start from 
Bnshiro. The move was accordingly sanctioned. The Russian eonsid had ou tho 
1-1 th informed Mr. Bill that he was asking for Russian Cossacks from Ispahan. Tho 
Kashgai guards on the same day expelled the doputy governor from tho Palace. On 
the 27til July, Soulat-cd-Dowleh was reported to he within five easy marches of 
Sliiraz; the Kawam had meanwhile left Shiraz to join the Arabs. At Mr. Bill’s 
suggestion Mr. Christmas, of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, was sent to 
see Soulat-ed-Dowleh in order to get him to stop his advance. Mr. Christmas started 
on the 29th, and returned with an answer from Soulat-ed-Dowleh asking Mr. Bill to 
visit him at his camp twelve miles from Shiraz. .Mr. Bill visited him, and on the 3rd 
August reported that Soulat-ed-Dowloli had said that he did not wish to be governor- 
general, and he would accept anyone else except Ala-ed-Dowleh whose enmity was of 
long standing and who was untrustworthy. He would withdraw every Kashgai from 
Shiraz the day another governor-general was appointed. To show that his object was 
not to capture Shiraz, lie would wait for three days on condition that the Kawam did 
not advance on Shiraz and that Ala-ed-Dowleh diet not start from Tehran. He wished 
the Persian Government to he informed of this decision. It was a matter of life and 
death to him to resist Ala-ed-Dowleh. At Mr. Bill’s suggestion lie agreed to write in 
the abovo sense to the Russian consul. Mr. Bill thought that his force numbered over 
2,000 men, and that more were probably within call. Soulat-ed-Dowleh had already 
sont into Shiraz a proclamation stating that ho was coming at the bidding of tho chief 
priests of Kerbela to enforce the laws of the National Assembly, to hold elections and 
to start a local assembly, and to put an end to tyrants. He promised to pay compen¬ 
sation for anything taken, and to maintain order. The reinforcement for tho consular 
guard reached Shiraz on tho 2nd August. Tho detachment was unfortunate enough to 
have three cases of heat-stroke resulting in the death of two of the Indian soldiers ou 
the road. On the 5th August Soulat-ed-Dowleh, at tho expiration of the throe days, 
encamped outside Shiraz and entered into telegraphic communication with the Persian 
Government. On the 11th August it was reported that Saham-ed-Dowleh had been 
appointed governor-general of Kars. 

2. Events at Tehran produced no signs of regrot for tho Into Shah or of enthu¬ 
siasm for the new regime, attention being entirely engrossed with local affairs. 

3. The appointment of Nnsr-od-Dowleh as Russian consular agent has not yet 
been cancelled, hut His Majesty’s Minister has received satisfactory assurances from 
M. Sublime. The Russian consul informed Mr. Bill on the 27th July that he had 
received no further instructions from his legation after the original order announcing 
the appointment. When the appointment was made the Persian Government 
summoned Nasr-el-Dowloh to Tehran from which the Russian consul concluded that 
they would refuse to accept the appointment,. His Majesty's consul has not been 
informed officially of the appointment.• Nnsr-ed-Dowleh abstains from taking part in 
local affairs, and lias adopted the attitude of a Russian subject. The general belief is 
that he has become one. 
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Persian Gulf. — Bushire. 

1. Soyyid Murteza, who had been a prisoner from the 7th July, was shipped off in 
tho fast mail to Bussorah early in July cn route to Najaf, in charge of Soyyid Abdul 
Sahib. Both Darya Begi and tho local assembly wrote to the leading priests of Najaf, 
>aying that he was a dangerous firebrand and should be kept under surveillance and 
not- allowed to leave the place. 

2. On the 20th June a local assembly was elected consisting of six priests and five 
merchants. 

?• ^ ie 23rd June, Darya Beggi moved out to Moqam, a village five miles from 
Buslnre, cn route to Tangistan. He took with him 300 infantry and artillery, and three 
guns under the Amir Panj, 200 riflemen under Ahmad Khan, nephew of the Khan of 
Bundur Itig, 250 riflemen under Sheikh Hussain Ohahkutai- It was reported that 
Zahir Khadir, a Tangistani adherent of Darya Beggi, had collected 250 men at Alirem 
to assist him. The latter had sent some messengers to deliver an ultimatum to Rais 
Ah and Hussain Bakshu, the recalcitrant Tangistani chiefs. The former was to give 
up Dilwar to Zahir Khadir, who would instal a customs official, and be responsible for 
the revenue. Rais Ali and Hussain Bakshu were to refund at once all moneys and 
goods plundered by their followers at Bushire. On the 25th June Zahir Khadir 
attacked Alirem and captured it. The same afternoon Darya Beggi left Moqam for 
Bune.Gez. On the 30th June news was received from Dar} f a Beggi from Shamshiri, 
the village of Zahir Khadir, to the effect that Rais Ali and Hussain Bakshu had bolted 
and taken to the hills, abandoning their villages, Dilwar and Ambarek. Darya Beggi 
had placed Dilwar under tho control of Zahir Ivhadir's son, and had installed one 
Muhammad Bakir as customs director there. On the samo day news was received 
that Darya Beggi had demanded compensation from Hussain Bakshu for loss, etc., but 
having received no reply, had bombarded, captured, and burnt his village, Ambarek. 
Darya Beggi caused a lot of date trees, valued at some 2,000 tomans, to be cut down 
as a punishment. It was reported that Darya Beggi was going to attack Dilwar on 
tho 1st duly, as Rais All had refused to pay the fiue demanded, and the “ Persepolis ” 
was to leave on that day to co-operate from the sea. Ras Ali reoccnpied Dilwar on the 
5th July. 

•1. It is reported that Mirza Hussain, dragoman of the German consulate, is on 
very friendly terms with Seyyid Assadullah, the delegate of the Kerbela priests. 


Bundur Abbus. 

1. M. Roever, of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co., left for Bahrein on tho 17th June 
by the steam-ship “ Christiania,” chartered by the Ilamburg-Amerika Company. 

-. Owing to the lull in tho activity of the Lari Seyyid during June caravans once 
more ventured to take the road. The main caravan route to Kerman appeared for the 
time to be fairly safe. 


Mohammerah. 

1. Mr. Ritchie, who 1ms been deputed from England to make an estimate of the 
eost of laying a pipe for the Anglo-Pereiati Oil Company, arrived on the 10th June 

-• •; Ir ' u °y d received instructions about the middle of June to open the new firm 
Company &C ° U ’ " nd #t managing agents to tho Anglo-Persian Oil 

3. Sirdar Arfa has placed his nephew, Sheikh Banzai, under close arrest on a 
charge of conspiring with some of tho Ghab tribe against him. The case is somewhat 
obscti ro at present 

C. B. STOKES, Major, 

Military Allaclu 1 . 
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No. .025. 


■Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bit want Grey.—\ Received August 30.) 

(No. 101). Secret.) 

' i a i vp n, i ■ Gulahek. August 13,1809. 

ilds i, ,Jl ® (o transmit copy ol a memorandum by the military aitaehd to 

Hus legation on Colonel Liakhbff s tonure of eomnmnd of the Persian Cossack brigade 


In this memorandum Major Stokes draws special attention to Colonel Liakhoff's 
persistent efforts to withdraw the brigade from the control of the Persian Ministry of 
War, and in fact to make the brigade virtually a Russian force. In the concluding 
paragraph of my despatch No. 152 of tho 10th instant I have briefly adverted to the 
difficulty which is to he leared in reconciling the aspirations ol the new Government 
with the maintenance of Russian acquired inlluence. This difficulty may in the near 
future assume a concrete form over tho question of the retention of the Russian officers 
with the brigade It will he remembered that, in the arrangement come to on the 17th 
between the dragomans of the two legations and the nationalist leaders, the latter 
undertook to retain the. Russian officers for the present, and oil condition that they 
should he under tho orders of the Ministry of War. I havo since lmd occasion to 
report that my Russian colleague had informed his Government that Colonel I.iaklioff 
showed a tendency to regard the brigade as a Russian force, and only the other day an 
impending order from the Minister of War, which my Russian colleague showed signs 
of resenting and which seemed likely to raise the question of the Minister of War’s 
authority over the brigade in an acute form, was, I believe, only averted by my private 
advice to the loading member of the committee to refrain from raising a thorny 
question of the kind at such an inopportune moment. 

Tho question of tho Russian officers is, I fear, bound to he raised in tlio assembly, 
and strong pressure will be needed to impose their retention on the Persian Govern¬ 
ment. It is to be hoped that the Russian Government will he able to convince tlie 
Persian Government that tliero will in future he no attempt on the part of the Russian 
officers to withdraw the brigade from the control of the Minister of War, und that their 
work in future will he confined strictly to their duties as instructors. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inolosure in No. 525. 

Major Stokes to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 34. Secret.) 

Sir, Gulahek , August 12, 1909. 

THE departure of Colonel Liakhotf for Russia brings to an end his tenure of 
command of the Persian Cossack brigade, and seems an appropriate occasion for 
reviewing his work as commandant of the brigade. 

Colonel Liakhoff, on his arrival at Tehran in September 1900, lound the brigade 
completely out of baud and the administration of its affairs in the hands of a “military 
council" ol Persian officers. Beginning hv keeping rather aloof from the Persian 
officers, lie gradually made friends with some of them, and succeeded in abolishing tile 
“ military council.” He then set to work to weed out of the brigade every Persian 
officer who was opposed to tho force becoming a Russian force. In this he met with 
considerable difficulty, as, besides intrigues in the brigade itself, the leading priests, 
several Ministers, and the national assembly all made efforts to curtail his power in 
the brigade; hut Colonel Liakhoff persevered, and by insisting oil the regular payment 
of the men, and by promoting and distributing decorations amongst those officers who 
supported him, he gradually obtained the good-will of the largor part of the brigade. 
Another fact which operated in his favour was that tile national assembly objected to 

any more detach.. of Cossacks being sent to the provinces, and demanded the 

recall of all detachments away from Tehran. As such detachments always drew 
allowances on a very liberal scale during their absence from Tehran, tho men naturally 
sided with tlioir commandant, who wished to continue to send out detachments. The 
national assembly’s objection was to these detachments acting as intelligence agents 
for the Russians. That they woro so employed as a gonornl rule is a fact, and a series 
of questions given to one detachment, which was sont to Southern Persia, to answer 
was published in a Tehran newspaper. Detachments wore sent with Russian officers 
travelling in Persia, and also to shadow British officers in this country. Tho detach¬ 
ment detailed to report on the movements of Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimcr in 
1904 was itself plundered by Lure. 

Colonel Liakhoff also arrogated to himself the power of promoting officers, which 
formerly rested with the Minister of War, and though the national assembly in 1907 
expressly placed him and the brigade under the orders of tho Minister of War, with 
the Shah's support he disregarded that Minister altogether. 

By December 1907 the brigade was considered ripe for the work of destroying tho 
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national assembly, but almost at the last moment reports reached the senior Persian 
officers that if any attempt were made to use the brigade for that purpose the junior 
officers would shoot them ; the result of this was that Colonel LiakliolT reported to the 
Shah that he could not rely on the brigade. From that time until the 23rd Juno, 1908, 
the process of eliminating the anti-Russian element was continued, and on that day the 
brigade justified the conlidence of its commandant. Their conduct was rewarded with 
promotion and gifts of money, in addition to the plunder each man secured for himself. 
For several months after the coup d’Etal Colonel LiakliolT was, under tho existing 
martial law, military governor of Tehran. Efforts were made to increase the strength 
of the brigade, but lack of funds prevented any permanent increase being made. 

There is no doubt that the discipline and moral of the brigade were much 
improved under Colonel LiakliolT, and it is to his credit that 1,100 men out of a total 
of 1,500 remained with their Russian officers during the recent fighting ; the remainder 
quietly disappeared, discarded their uniforms, and remained in hiding. Wheli the 
nationalist advance on Tehran was seen to be serious, several meetings of tho Persian 
officers of the brigade were held to decide whether the brigade should fight or not. 
At tho last of these, on the 1st July, the Russian officers wore present, and Colonel 
LiakliolT put the question direct to the Persian ollicors and left them to discuss it. He 
is said on this occasion to have offered the whole brigade Russian protection if they 
would light. After some discussion it was decided that the brigade would not light 
unlosB the Shah were attacked, in which case it would defend him. It is not clear 
what caused the brigade to cliange its mind a few days later. Possibly the success of 
the detachment at Sliahabad on tho 4th July encouraged the men, but more probably 
the nows of tho landing of Russian troops at Enzeli decided them to fight. Colonel 
LiakliolT is known to have pressed the Russian legation strongly to got Russian troops 
brought to Tehran, and the report that during the lighting he encouraged his men to 
hold out with the promiso that Russian troops should extricate them is confirmed by 
the fact that for days afterwards many Cossacks maintained that Russian troops would 
yet come to Tehran. 

The brigade having been a force so entirely under Russian inlluence, it is only to 
Ire expected that the now Government will take all possible measures to prevent that 
influence, now completely shattered by the events of last month, reasserting itself. 
While they have treated questions concerning the brigade with tact and moderation, 
Colonel LiakliolT has persisted in regarding it as under Russian protection, and tho 
Russian Legation, in a note informing the i’ersiuu Government of Colonel Liakhoff's 
impending departure, went out of its way to use a phrase implying that the brigade 
was a Russian force. 

Ill conclusion, successful as Colonel Liakhoff's efforts have been in disciplining tho 
brigade, his undoubted connection with the two amps d'Etat, which aimed at the 
destruction of the constitution, and his persistent efforts to make the brigade a Russian 
force have earned for him and for his country tho deep hatred of a largo number of 
Persians. So deep is this feeling that, should the retention of Russiau officers in the 
brigade lie forced on the Persian Government, it need cause no surprise if men cannot 
be found to oulist in it. 

I have, &c. 

C. B. STORKS, Major, 

Military Attach)', Tehran. 


[ 32683J No. 52G. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—{deceived August 30.) 

(No. 12. Commercial. Confidential.) 

Sir, /Ins/iire, August 4, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a communication received from llis 
Majesty’s acting consul at .Mohammorah on the subject of the privileges accorded by 
llis Majesty’s Government, firstly to the Oil Concessions Syndicate, and now to tho 
Anglo-Persiun Oil Company (Limited), in connection with the disputch of telegrams 
between their London offices and their representatives in Arabistan. 

There is force in Lieutenant Wilson’s concluding remark, but if tho contemplated 
assumption of tho control of the Arabistan lines by the lndo- European Telegraph 
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Department is likely soon to take practical shape, it will perhaps be considered 
unobjectionable to allow existing arrangements to continue until then. 

A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to His Majesty s Miuister, lehran. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

British Resident in Persian Gulf, and llis Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General for Fare, &c. 


Inclosure in No. 520. 

Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Cox. 

' Mohammerah, July 24, 1909. 

' ' ’ I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the telegraphic facilities 
granted to tho Anglo-Porsian Oil Company (Limited) by His Majesty s Government, 
and by consular authorities in Arabistan. 

2. It will be within your knowledge that duriug the past three years telegrams for 
Mr. G. B. Reynolds, general mauagor of the late Concessions Syndicate (Limited), from 
his principals and nice vcrsll, wore sent by arrangement with the foreign Office through 
His Britannic Majesty’s consuls at Bussorah and Mohammerah. 

3. The principal advantage of this arrangement to the syndicate seems to havo 
been and still is, that they were enabled to uso ordinary code over lurkish wires—a 
convenient and economical arrangement deniod to other commercial linns at present. 

4 Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., managing agents for the Auglo-Porsian Oil 
Company, are now established at Mohammerah, and all the company s business is 
transacted through them. They are able at will to use the Bussorah-Bagdad, or the 
Moliammerah-Borasjun-Tehran, or the Fao-Busliiro telegraph wires, and can in 
addition receive or dispatch messages via Bushire. Over the last two routes code is 

permfesb^over t ko principal negotiations in which llis Majesty's Government are 
concerned seem now drawing to a close, and the company is now no longer an 
exploring syndicate, but it is established on a commercial basis, in competition with 

other British linns. . i 

6. I venture to submit, therefore, with great respect, that the time has come to 
withdraw from the company the privilege of telegraphing in either direction through 
tho Foreign Office and His Majesty’s consuls at. Mokammerah and Bussorah, as it is 
a privilege which, unless extended to other British firms, will inevitably causo jealousy 
and induce a belief, on the part of Messrs. Lynch Brothers in particular, that the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company is receiving preferential treatment at their expense. 

I have, &c. 

A. T. WILSON, Lieutenant, Indian Army. 


[32471] No - 527 ’ 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Eilumrd Grey.—{Received August 30.) 

(No. 474. Confidential.) , , , , moo 

yj r Petersburyh, August 23, 1909. 

M POKLEWSK1 tells me that the intentions of the Russian Government with 
regard to the withdrawal of tho Russian troops from North Persia are, so far as he 

knows, ns follows:— ... , mi r 

As a first step tliey are thinking of withdrawing a portion of tho inbreoz force. 
Tho Russian military authorities now consider that a somewhat smaller force could bo 
left temporarily at Tabreez without dangor, and it is hoped that a partial withdrawal 
will produce a favourable impression as regards Russia’s good intentions. 

No decision will he come to respecting the Earvin force mitil M. loklewski 
reaches Tehran. lie has been instructed to take particular care not to recommend its 
withdrawal until it is quite plain that there will bo no necessity for sending the troops 
hack again after they have once left Persia. 11c hopes that within a month or so of his 
arrival at Tehran it will be possible to withdraw the hulk of the force from Lanvin, 
leaving, perhaps, a couple of hundred men at that place to ma.utam order on the road 
It is contemplated, however, that the troops withdrawn from Earvin should uot at 
[1005] 4 N 
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once be sent back to the Caucasus, but that they should remain for a while at Enzeli 
or Resht, the object being, as I understand, to diminish the violence of the shock that 
would he caused to Russians with commercial interests in North Persia by the sudden 
withdrawal of the troops from Persian soil altogether. 

M. Poklewski would no doubt wish what he told me of the intentions of the 
Russian Government to be treated as confidential. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[32503] No. 528. 

Sir 0i. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey -—(Received August 80.1 

(No. 700.1 

(Telegraphic,) P. Gulahek, August 30 , 1909, 

OIL Commission. 

Your telegram No. 428 of the 21st August, 1909. 

Up till now I have failed to obtain a definite reply to question contained in your 
telegram No. 397 of the 23rd July. A verbal statement somewhat to the effect that, 
as it is the intention of the Persian Government not to chango the present commis¬ 
sioner. Vincent Katabji cannot be appointed, is nil that 1 have been able to obtain. I 
shall continue to press for reply. 


132628] No. 529. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auaust 30.1 
(No. 701.) ' ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 30, 1909. 

REFERRING to my telegram No. 096 of the 27th August, in which 1 informed 
you of the reported release of His Highness Zil-es-Sultan, I received a telegram on that 
day from His Majesty’s vice-consul at Resht to the effect that the Zil-es-Sultan was 
coming to Tehran. Yesterday, however, [received another telegram from Resht, saying 
that his departure had encountered opposition. I am telegraphing to tusk for information 
of a more definite nature. 

Mv Russian colleague, afraid lest the Zil-es-Sultan's sons should try to take refuge 
in the Russian legation, has, I understand, made the suggestion to the Government at 
St. Petersburg!! that the two consuls at Resht should jointly compel the governor to 
give the Zil-es-Sultan over to them, and they would see him, under joint protection, on 
board ship. 

All the communications which we have addressed to the Persian Government on 
behalf of the Zil-es-Sultan have elicited nothing but a verbal answer. It was given us 
on the 18th August, and was to the effect that His Highness would be allowed to 
return salely to Europe at once, but bo is still being pressed for money by the 
committee. J ' 

■file time has come, 1 think, for us to use greater insistence, but if we took such 
drastic action as my Russian colleague has suggested, an accident might occur. A 
joint note from the two legations, issued under instructions from the two Govern¬ 
ments, appears to me to be the best method of dealing with the case. The reason 
given for this interference might be that His Highness holds decorations from both 
Governments. 

The Zil-es-Sultan is willing, I think, to pay something in the way of a ransom, 
but, if the note were sent, it would be well not to mention a payment, but simply to 
oak that ho should ixi freed from molestation and permitted to go quietly to Europe. 


[32504] No. 580. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 702.) 

(Telcgrajddc.)^ P. ^ Gulahek , August 30, 1909. 

'I be local agent of Messrs. Striek is already aware of my knowledge of the 
existence of the contract referred to in your telegram No. 447 of 28th August. In 
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order satisfactorily to explain to him my attitude towards Moin’s concession, I found 
it indispensable to tgll him of it. In any case Mr. Brown would have known of it, 
as some time ago Moin himself showed a copy of it to the bank. It must, moreover, 
have become known locally in April last, when we intervened to prevent the Nationalists 
stopping mining operations on Hormuz. 

It was on account of a statement made by Moin to the Imperial Bank, when he 
desired to pledge Weir’s instalments, to the effect that only those from April onwards 
were available, that I thought that Moin must have drawn on Ellinger in anticipation 
of these instalments. 

When Striek undertook, provided he got the concession, to respect Weir’s 
contract, I doubt whether he intended that Weir’s payments for oxide should continue 
to be made to Ellinger when the oxide would be Strick’s property. Although I have 
not seen the undertaking, I presume that Stride contemplates receiving Weir’s 
instalments himself later on—and no doubt Strick’s telegrams to his agent have 
shown you that he is desiroUB that the oxide already mined may be included in his 
concession. 

I still fear that, if Moin’s bills have been accepted by Ellinger, the lutter will 
suffer in the event of a cancellation of the existing contract. 

If 1 could know why Weir and Ellinger aro so anxious for secrecy as regards their 
contract, it might afford me useful light in this intricate affair. 


[32568] No. 531. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—<Received August 30.) 

(No. 703.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 30, 1909. 

ST. PETERSBURG!! telegram No. 422 of the 22nd August. 

The ex-Shah has appealed to the Emperor as u result of the pressure exercised by 
M. Sabline to induce His Majesty to surrender his property. 

M. Sabline has telegraphed to his Government, suggesting. that His Majesty 
should be urged by Emperor to submit to counsel of legation. 

Russian charge d’affaires does not feel authorised to make the communication 
suggested in last paragraph of my telegram No. G73 without explicit authorisation. 
I hope that he may receive it, and that Russian Government will not weaken in 
consequence of Mehemet Ali’s telegram. 


[32744] No. 532. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 704.' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gutahek, August 30, 1909. 

M. SMI ENOW, the Russian tutor to the Shah, has been, without warning to 
the Russian legation, discharged by the Persian Government. It appears also likely 
that they will not koop the ex-Shah’s Russian doctor, although retaining Lindley in 
his position as first European doctor. 

I have urged the reinstatement of Smirnow and the retention of the Russian 
doctor in a strong lotter to the member of the committee whom the Russian charge 
d’affaires considers to lie the author of these changes, but the committee have not 
lent lately the ready ear they did formerly to my counsels of moderation. 


[32743] No. 533. 

Mr. O'Beimc to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 424.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburrjh, August 30, 1009. 

PLEASE refer to Tehran telegram No. 703 of to-day’s date: Property of 
Mohammed Ali. 

No news has so far reached M. Sazonow from the Russian legation at Tehran of 
the undertaking in writing, mentioned in my telegram No. 422 of the 17th instant, 
having been given as required by the Russian Government. 1 was also told by his 
Excellency that he had no knowledge of tho Emperor receiving an appeal from the 
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ex-Shah, but should His Majesty receive an appeal of this kind, the attitude of the 
Imperial Government would, his Excellency assured me, undergo no change whatever. 
M. Sazonow would do “ all within his power ” to induce Mohammed All to hand over his 
property, on condition that the above-mentioned undertaking in writing is given by 
the Persian Government. . . . £ . 

The giving of this undertaking by the Persian Government must be the farst step 

[32568] No. 534. 

Sir Edward Grey to Xfr. O'Bcirne. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 30, 1909. 

PROPERTY of ex-Slmh. . .... 

The Russian charg6 d’affaires in Tehran has not .vet received explicit authorisation 
to make the communication indicated in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 673 of the 
18th August (see Tehran telegram No. 703 of to-day's date). You should suggest to the 
Russian Government that they should give the desired authorisation. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 30, 1909. 

I1IS Majesty's Government agree with objection mentioned in Tehran telegram 
No. 701 of the' 30th August against suggestion of Russian charge d’affaires with 
regard to Zil-es-Sultan. You should explain attitude of His Majesty’s Government, 
and ask Russian Government to instruct their representative at Tehran to join in 
communication suggested by Sir G. Barclay. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 


[32503] No. 536 - 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Fenian Oil Compang. 

gj r Foreign Office, August 30, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th instant relative to tho question of who 
is the proper person to receive the salary due to tho Persian Imperial ( ommissiouer 
for the Oil concession, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that 
he has received a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, reporting that his 
efforts to expedite an authoritative, declaration from the Persian Government as to their 
wishes in this rospeet. have so far been fruitless, aud that he lias only been able to 
elicit a vague verbal statement that they intend to retain the present commissioner in 
the post, and are therefore unable to appoint Vincent ICitabji Khan, as desired by 
Mr. D’Arcy. , , . 

Sir G. Barclay adds that ho is continuing to press for a reply to Ins enquiry. 

1 am, &c. 

LOTUS MALLET. 


132856! 


No. 537. 


Sir G. Barclag to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Gulabek, August 31, 1909. 

THE ex-Shull’s pension, as at present arranged, is to be paid in advance by 
quarterly instalments. The Persian Government may not be in a position to pay the 
lirst of these instalments, but it would be a great pity that His late Majesty's departure 
should be delayed on this account. Without this instalment the Shah would leave 


practically penniless. ...... 

M. Subline is proposing to his Government that the Russian bank should bo 
authorised to advance the half of this sum should the necessity arise. Might, wo not 
give a similar authorisation to the manager of tho Imperial Bank'? 
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Mr. Wood tells me that he could not, as a purely financial transaction, make any 
advance to the Persian Government unless early repayment wore sufficiently guaranteed. 
He added that such a guarantee would be constituted by an undertaking on the part of 
the Persian Government that within a fixed period an application would bo made to 
the two Governments for a loan, and that any advance now made would be considered 
as a first charge on such loan. Tho Persian Government could not easily pledge the 
adherence of the assembly to this undertaking, and would doubtless bo most reluctant 
to enter into it. 

In spite of the Persian Government's failure to obtain an overdraft from the 
banks, it is still far from realising that for the requirements of simple banking 
business it has no proper security, and that sooner or later it must have recourse to 
the two Governments. 


[32865] No. 538. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 31.) 

(No. 425.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1909 

PERSIA. Ex-Shali’s property. 

Please see your telegram No. 1263 of yesterday. 

It is absolutely essential that the written undertaking asked for by the Russian 
Government (please sec my telegrams Nos. 422 aud 424 of the 27th and 30th August 
respectively) be in the first place given by the Persian Government. So far as 
M. Sazouow knows they have not yet given it. In an interview this afternoon his 
Excellency assured me again that lie would send instructions to the Russian charge 
d’affaires in tho sense suggested by Sir G. Barclay as soon as the Persian Government 
fulfil this condition. Tho Russian Government's decision will not be affected by the 
telegram sent to the Emperor by the ex-Shah. 


[32866] No. 539. 

,\lr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 31.) 

fNo. 42G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. S/. Petersburgli, August 31, 1909. 

PERSIA. Zil-es-Sultan. 

Please see your telegram No. 12G5 of yesterday. 

I saw Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon aud ho assured me that ho 
would telegraph to the Russian charge d’affaires in the sense suggested in telegram 
No. 701 of the 29th August from Sir G. Barclay. 


[32856] No. 540. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Barclag, 

(No. 451.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 31, 1909. 

DEPARTURE of ex-Shah. 

The Shah cannot bo expected to leave the country without any definito guarantee 
that his pension will be paid, aud the Persian Government should not be surprised if 
his departure is delayed through their inability to take any engagement. 

If some of the Shah’s jewels wore sold would it not be possible to devote the 
interest to tho payment of part of his pension. Auothor possible alternative might be 
to give the jewels as security to the two banks. 

If this cannot bo arranged, an undertaking must be obtained from the Persian 
Government that part of the first instalment of any advance which may be agreed upon 
by the two Governments should go to pay off tho debt to tho bank. 


4 O 


[16C5] 




326 


327 


[32346J No. 541. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 1272.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 31, 1900. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. Please see your telegram No. 423 of the 
27th August. 

Fho Russian Minister of Finance iB unwilling to consent to making any advance 
of money to the Persian Government. Unless the latter obtain money, it is certain 
that disorder throughout the country will increase. So long as disorders are likely to 
continue, it is impossible for the Russian troops to be withdrawn (in point of fact, they 
are at present making their presence felt more and mpite),(while the Persians themselves 
are demanding with insistence the withdrawal of these troops. Thus it appears that 
matters are drifting into a vicious circle. 

If you can arrange a simultaneous interview with the Russian Minister of Finance 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, you should urge that, on the understanding that 
ratification by the Medjliss will be necessary, and that some adequate arrangement will 
bo made for checking its expenditure, a small joint advance of money should be made 
to the Persian Government. 

British trade has suffered owing to the insecurity of the southern trade routes, but 
wo should much prefer to secure an improvement in this respect by an advance to the 
Persian Government, part of which would be allocated to the maintenance of road 
guards, to attaining our object of keeping the roads open by the dispatch of any British 
force* 1 his method would, as far ns I can see, apply equally to the roads in Northern 
Persia, and therefore there is no reason why 11 is Majesty’s Government and the Russian 
Government should not act together in this matter—such co-operation being the 
principal object of our policy. 


[32744] 


No. 542. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 

Foreujn Office , August 31, 1909. 


(No. 1273.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TUTOR for Shah : dismissal of M. Smirnoff. 

Tin' eubatanco of Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 701 of the 30th August should be 
communicated to the Russian Government, and you should inform them that I will see 
tho I orsian Minister in London and speak to him in the sense of the above-mentioned 
telegram. 


132351] No. 543. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Slr ’ mm, , Foreign Office, August 31, 1000. 

Vi LI II reference to my loiter of the 2(itli instant, relative to tile Taooua murders, I 
am directed by Secrotary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a further 
telegram On the subject from Ilia .Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,® from which it appears 
that there will ho no difficulty in trying at Aim Thalii the culprit already captured. 

As this course is in accordance with tho instructions conveyed to Mr Marling in 
Sir L. Urey s telegram No. 218 of the 21st August, 1908, it appeals unnecessary, at 
any rate for the present, to address a further communication to Sir (1. Barclay on the 
subject, and my letter above referred to, proposing to approve his action in detaining 
the prisoner in custody at Bahrein, no longer calls for a reply, since the man will now 
be scut at once to Aim limbi for trial. 

• I am, &o., 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[32504] • No. 544. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. M. Kllinger. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 31, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 20th instant, relative to the extraction and 
transport of red oxide from the Island of Hormuz, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey to inform you that the existence of the contract signed by you with 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. in this connection last December has been known for 
some time past to Messrs. Frank C. Strick aud Co., the Mouin-ut-Tujjar himself having 
shown a copy of that documeut at the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran, in which 
Messrs. Strick’s agent is employed. 

His Majesty’s Minister at that capital, who has reported this fact to Sir E. Grey by 
telegraph, adds that the existence of such a contract must also have been known at 
Hormuz itself when, at your request, His Majesty’s Legation, in the month of May last, 
intervened to prevent the Persian nationalists from stopping mining operations on the 
island. 

•I am further to point out that the obligation to maintain secrecy as to the contract 
is a source of difficulty to Sir G. Barclay, as it precludes him from offering any reasonable 
explanation of his action in endeavouring to prevent tho cancellation of the Mouin’s 
concessions. 

_ I cm to state that these concessions appear to he in imminent danger, and that 
Sir G. Barclay, by Sir E. Grey’s instructions, is doing all he can on the Mouin’s behalf, 
and, even if his efforts prove unsuccessful, will endeavour to protect the rights of 
Messrs. Weir under their contract with you. 

T am to add that it would strengthen Sir G. Barclay’s hands in the task which ho 
has to perform if he knew the reason of your desire for the maintenance of secrecy with 
regard to that instrument. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[32957] 


No. 515. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September I.) 

(No. 700.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1, 1909. 

I HAVE received the following telegram No. 185 from His Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabreez:— 

" I was asked some three weeks ago by Mr. Stevens to reopen the question referred 
to in Foreign Office telegram No. 446, on the ground that Imam Kuli nad stated that 
if Stevens definitely refused tho offer he would call in Germans. I suggested that 
he should urge the Imam temporarily to defer any action, and that he should mean¬ 
while extract from him any exact information sis to the Germans to whom he 
contemplated making the offer. The Imam is now at Soujboulak. Mr. Stevens has 
written to him as I asked, but has as yet received no reply. 

“ So far a German engineer, who, however, has no voice in the management, has 
always been employed. No other Germans, to the best of my knowledge, have been 
sent for. 

“ I have frequently discussed this matter with my Russian colleague, who says 
that Imam should form a company under a Russian name, taking a Russian into 
partnership, and reserving the management for Mr. Stevens by a special clause in tho 
contract. 

"The question is simply one of the Imam's associating some Europeans in his 
own enterprise in order to avoid the interference of the Persian authorities, and does 
not in any way partake of the nature of a concession. It should be arranged that 
the Russian nartnership should be of such a kind as to ensure Mr. Stevens having a 
free hand in the management in order to make Anglo-Russian combination acceptable 
to the Imam.” 

My Russian colleague has instructed his consul to send him a report on this 
subject, but he has not yet received a reply. 
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[32961] No. 546. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 707.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, September 1,1909. 

1 HAVE received the following telegram No. 186 of the 30th Auguat from His 
Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez :— 

“ An affray has recently taken place at Urumia. 

>* A number of Kurds were engaged in persecuting the inhabitants of a Christian 
village near the summer residence of the English mission, and some 6 miles distant 
from Urumia. The Kussian vice-consul at this town, with thirty-five of his escort, set 
out to expel the Kurds. They, however, met with a strong resistance from the Kurds, 
whom they were unable to dislodge, and after the Russians had had two men wounded 
they retired to Urumia. Next day the Russian vice-consul dispatched a force of armed 
Syrians to remove the Kurds, apparently in deference to a Persian protest against this 
employment of Russian troops. No further news has reached me as yet. 

" a body of fifty Russian soldiers left Tabreez yesterday as a reinforcement for the 
consular guard. I have, however, received an assurance from my Russian colleague 
that no further offensive movement will be made. 

“ The Kurds, according to the assertion of the Russian vice-consul, were, if not 
actually commanded by Turkish officers, at least incited by them. 

“The Urumia district has been left without any defence against Kurds by the 
withdrawal of Turkish troops, and any outbreak of these tribes would give Turkey a 
pretext for reoccupying the district. 

“There is still no governor at Urumia. troops are entirely lacking, and the 
authorities are powerless. ’ 

[32976] No. 547. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 70S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1. 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

Stride's agent has to-day reported to his principals that for the present there is a 
complete suspension of negotiations relative to the concession. 

The Persian Government, according to the announcement of the committee, are too 
occupied to give the matter their attention, and they have not yet taken into 
consideration the question of cancelling Moitt s contract. 

From this one would gather that Moin and the committee have come to terms. 
Reference is to my telegram No. 702 of the 2nd August. 


[32980] 


No. 518. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 710.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1,1909. 

MV Russian colleague has telegraphed at length to his Government, complaining 
of the committee’s attitude, lie calls their attention to Smirnow’s dismissal, to the 
appointment of governors distasteful to Russia, and to their decision to refuse to admit 
a representative of the legation to the trial of its bastis. He suggests that the 
Russian Government should consider what steps are necessary to bring this body to 
reason, and to give it to understand that, although Russia has refrained from inter¬ 
vention during the recent troubles, she does not intend to resign any part of her 
influence in Persia. 


1 have privately done all in my power to comliat the anti-Russian feelings which 
are dominant In the committee, but, though my advice was listened to in the early 
days of the new regime, I now find that 1 cannot persuade 1 hem to modify this attitude; 
in fact, thev apparently fail to realise how very urgent it is at the present moment to 
handle Russian susceptibilities with delicacy. 

The continued presence of the Russian troops at Kazvin, and Russian interference 
with matters which they hold to he of entirely internal interest, Buch as the 
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appointment of a tutor and governors for the Shah, are continual sources of ill - 

feehng^n . to realise how this attempt on the part of the Persian Government to get 
rid of their influence must try the patience of the Russian Government, but the good¬ 
will of the two Powers is so necessary to the new Government, a breakdown of which 
would produce a most complicated situation, that it is to be hoped that the Russian 
Government will not adopt an unfriendly attitude, and in particular will not show their 
resentment by withholding an advance when the time comes. 

So far the committee has only applied to the two banks for accommodation, and 
evidently the fear of the foreign control which would be necessitated by such a step 
has deterred them from having recourse as yet to the two Governments. 

In the above telegram 1 have treated of the committee as distinct from the 
Persian Government I have been able hitherto indistinctivelv to employ either term, 
hut I learn from my Russian colleague this morning that he has indications that the 
Cabinet is trying to withdraw itself from the influence of the other body. I have, 
however, as yet no confirmation of this. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 711.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1, 1909. 

I THINK it desirable, in view of your telegram to Mr. O’Boirne No. 1272 of the 
31st August, to explain somewhat fully what appears to me to be the attitude of the 
committee towards financial assistance from Russia nud England. 

They wish to obtain a loan from the Imperial Bank and the Russian Bank, but they 
fight shy of anything in the nature of control. They affect to think they could obtain 
what thev want as an ordinary husiuess transaction by opening a current account 
with the banks and overdrawing. They choose to forget that the Russian Bank is no 
more than a branch of the Ministry of Finance, and that the Imperial Bank would 
require the backing of His Majesty’s Government before it would advance its moiety. 

It should not be long before they find out the impracticability of what they want, 
but some time must still elapse before they can allow themselves to fall back on the 
alternative of a loan under the guarantee of Great Britain and Russia. 


Mr. O'lleirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1) 

(No. 427.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Sf. Petereburgh, September 1, 1909. 

i OUR telegram No. 1273. 

I have communicated substance of Sir G. Barclays telegram No. 704 respecting 
the dismissal of Smirnow to the Acting Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

The Russian Government seem inclined to view the matter calmly. His 
Excellency told me that they realise the impracticability of compelling the Persian 
Government to retain Smirnow in office if the Persians are bent on his dismissal. 
M. Sazonow intimated that it could perhaps be arranged that Smirnow should be 
replaced by another Russian if the Peremn Governments objection was to lum 
personally, on the ground that he had been in close touch with the ex-Shah. 


[32987] No. 551. 

\lr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No. 428.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburyh, September 1, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 1272. 

Promised Anglo-Rusftian advance to the Persian Government. 

The Minister of Finance has refused to allow the Russian bank to join in making 
the advance. With the consent of the Acting Minister for foreign Affairs, 1 am 
asking M. Kokovtaoff for an interview on his return to St. Petersburgh to-morrow. 

[1665*1 4 P 
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Such an interview will bo as effectual, I think, as a conversation a Irois, as M. Sazonow 
is quite neutral in this question and it will be tar easier to arrange. 

I will lay before his Excellency the considerations contained in your telegram 
No. 1272, and I will do my best to convince him that to maintain the Russian force in 
Persia for an indefinite period, a course which will be rendered necessary if the Persian 
Government have not the means at their disposal for maintaining order, will be more 
expensive than making the advance. But I know that he has declared himself 
determined to lend the Persian Government no more money. An eventual loan will 
probably meet with greater objections on his part even than the advance now 
proposed. 


[32988] No. 552. 

.1/r. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Greu.—{Received September 1.) 

(No. 429.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersbarjh, September 1, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 425 of yesterday : Property of Mohammed 
Ali. 

Instructions have been sent to the Russian chargd d’affaires at Tehran to represent 
to the ex-Shah that no more favourable arrangement can be come to than the one 
proposed, and he is to make a peremptory request of His Majesty to agree to it. I 
drew M. Sazonow’s attention to the fact that you had proposed a threat to Mohammed 
Ali of the confiscation of his property by the Persian Government (I had communicated 
your proposal to his Excellency in writing). He replied, however, that M. Sabline’s 
instructions were the same as this, to all intents and purposes. 


[32888 I No. 553. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 452.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 1, 1909 

HORMUZ oxide. 

With reference to your telegram No. 702 of the 30th August, I um informed that 
Ellinger no longer wishes his contract with Weir to be kept secret. 


[32744] No. 554. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 453.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 

SHAH’S tutor. 

1 huvo pointed out to Persian Minister boro that his Government cannot expect 
Russia to accept quietly a less influential position in North Persia than that which 
they occupied prior to the fall of Mahomet Ali, and that consequently the dismissal 
of M. Smirnoff is sure to annoy Russia and involve the Persian Government in 
embarrassing complications. 


[32744] No. 555. 

Note communicated to Mirza Mebdi Khan. 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Tehran has reported that the Persian Government have 
without any wanting, discharged M. Smirnoff, the Russian tutor attached to the Shah' 
and that there is reason to suppose that they also intend to dismiss the Russian doctor 
who was in attendance on the late Shah. 

His Majesty’s Government wish strongly to urge on the Persian Government tho 
advisability of cancelling at once tho dismissal of M. Smirnoff, and of abstaining 


carefully for the future from giving provocation of this kind to the Russian Govern¬ 
ment, which must involve the new Persian Government in embarrassing complications. 

E. G. 

Foreign Office, September 1,1909. 


[33078] No. 556. 

Foreign Office to Mirza Mebdi Khan. 

My dear Minister, Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 

IN the course of a conversation which you had at this Office on the 27th August, 
you enquired whether His Majesty’s Government had taken any further steps at 
St. Petersburgh to induce the Russian Government to begin the withdrawal of their 
troops from Persian territory, and you were told that no action of the kind had been 
taken since you spoke to Sir E. Grey on the subject of the 17th August. 

You then said that your Government had instructed you to repeat the request that 
His Majesty's Government would use their good offices to obtain tho withdrawal of 
these troops, and their abstention while they remained from interforenoe with Persian 
subjects. In support of this request you loft a paper containing the text of a telegram 
from Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, stating that he could not maintain order at Tabreez unless 
these conditions were fulfilled. 

You were promised an answer in writing, convoying Sir E. Grey’s decision as to 
the matter referred to, and I am now desired by him to inform you that he cannot see 
his way again to approach tho Russian Government on the subject, and that tho Persian 
Government should deal with them direct. 

You also spoke of the conditions arrived at regarding the departure of the persons 
who have taken refuge along with the ex-Shah in the Russian legation at Zergendeh. As 
regards tliis point, Sir G. Barclay reports that the delegates of the Persian Government 
and the two representatives agreed verbally on tho 10th August to the departure of 
these refugees with His Majesty on condition that they left representatives against 
whom claimants could proceed in the presence of a member of the Russian Legation. 
The delegates said that they would in any case refrain from executing them out of 
deference to the Russian Legation. 

Sir G. Barclay is of opinion that their departure rids the country of them more 
effectively than imprisonment, and is the best solution of the difficulty, apart from the 
fact that tho Persian delegates agreed to it. 

Sir G. Barclay points out that during tho time which these people have spont at 
the Russian Legation (which on tho day when ho sent his telegram was about six 
weeks) the Persian Government brought no charge against them, though tho Russian 
charge d’affaires repeatedly assured the Persian delegates that he had no desire to 
shield them from justice, and would allow them to be triod in the presence of a member 
of his staff. 

Sir E. Grey hopes that you will urge your Government to maintain the undertaking 
given by their delegates. 

We have, us you have already been told, no information about the sixth refugee 
whom you mentioned. 

Yours sincerelv, 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[33043] No. 557. 

India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received September 2.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 
copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 27th August, relative to the Kherkha 
irrigation scheme. 

India Office, September 2, 1909. 
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Inclosure in No. 557. 

Viscount Morley to Governmtnl of India. 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. August 27, 1909. 

ICHERKHA irrigation. 

Please see telegrams from Barclay of the 29th July and of the 5th instant. 

The Foreign Office, in telegrams of the 23rd instant, have instructed Barclay, with 
my concurrence, that survey by Wilson might be authorised, and have asked, at the 
sarno time, for information as to the proportion of the oil guard which should be 
retained with him. The Treasury will bo asked to hear a moiety of the cost of those 
retained from the date of the departure of those withdrawn. 


[33068] No. 558. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 2.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 29th August, relative to the situation in Persia. 

India Office, September 2, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 55S. 

, Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, August 29, 1909. 

THIS situation at Kerman. Your telegrams of the 25th instant. 

Troops front India will not be required. They would arrive too late in the case 
of a temporary raid of this kind. The news conveyed in your later telegram, and in 
Barclay's No. 092 of the 2Gth instant, ns to the safety of James and Wright, is, I trust, 
confirmed. In a telegram No. 410 of the 20th August, Barclay was instructed to 
impress upon the Persian Government the necessity for taking measures to ensure the 
better security of the roads. 


[33047] No. 559. 

Messrs. Ellinger- and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received September 2.) 

28, Oxford Street, Manchester, 

Sir, September 1, 1909. 

WE are in receipt of your letter of yesterday relative to the oxide concession at 
Ormuz, and, in view of what you write, we telegraphed you to-day withdrawing our 
request for the maintenance of secrecy as to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co.’s participa¬ 
tion in the contract, and trust this course will materially assist Sir G. Barclay in his 
endeavours to prevent the cancellation of the Mouintujar’s concession. 

We shall be glad to hear from you ns soon as you have further news of the result 
of Sir G. Barclay’s efforts, and sincerely trust that he may be successful. 

Yours faithfully, 

ELLINGER and Co. 


[33046] No. 500. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received September 2.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad .Street, London, 
Sir, August 31, 1909. 

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, enclosing copy 
of a despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Bushire giving an account of the negotia- 
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tions which led to the conclusion of the agreement between this company and the 
sheikh of Mohammerali, and some observations on the instrument itself. 

These are extremely interesting reading, and we are much obliged to Major Cox 
for the very valuable assistance he gave in bringing tills matter to so successful a 
conclusion. 

1 also note that the agreement has been endorsed by the tribal elders, and that the 
amounts payable on account of the Government loan and on account of rent have been 
duly paid over. 

I have, (Sc. 

[Hlegible.j 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gutaliek, September 2, 1909. 

TIIE Persian Government has now addressed a more satisfactory note to the two 
legations regarding its attitude towards the persons in bast and the question of an 
amnesty (please see my telegrams Nos. 002 and GS9 of the 8th and 25th August 
respectively). . , 

In this note the proclamation of an amnesty for political offenders in leliran itself 
is announced, but a reservation is made with regard to certain “traitors" (named in 
the note) who are at present in bast. In deference, however, to the Russian Legation 
and Turkish Embassy, which are affected by this exception, the Persian Government 
will postpone their trial, exiling in the meanwhile the persons in question. Any 
sentence which may be passed on them during their absence may be executed in the 
event of their returning to Persia. The Persiun Government at the same time ask the 
legations concerned to luisten their departure, and to impress upon them that the 
legation’s protection will be forfeited should they return to tliis country. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 2, 1909. 

PLEASE see last paragraph of your telegram No. 1272 of the 31st August to 
Mr. O’Beirne. . . . 

There is, in my opinion, no need for the Russian troops to remain at Kazvin in 
order to ensure, the' safety of the road from Rcsht to Tehran. No case of interference 
with traffic has occurred, although transport of goods has occasionally been delayed 
on accouut of the groundless fears of traders. 

As far as my experience goes, guards have never been necessary on this road ; it 
will not therefore be needful for Russia to await the creation of such a force before 
withdrawing her troops. 


Mr. O'Heirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pelersburgh, September 2, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persia. 

Since despatching my telegram of yesterday’s date, No. 4,28, I have received 
telegram No 711 from Teheran also dated yesterday ; and in view of the information 
contained therein I would propose, unless otherwise instructed, to wait, a little before 
asking the Minister of Finance for an interview, which I have not yet done. 

The present position seems to lie that both banks at Teheran have received and 
refused applications from the Persian Government for an overdraft, and that the latter, 
although they made this application, are not willing to consent to an advance being 
made jointly under the conditions laid down by you in your telegram No. 1272 of the 
31st ultimo* the expenditurerof which would have to be controlled by the British and 
[1605] 4 Q 
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Russian Governments. If no such supervision is provided for, M. Kokovtzoff will 
almost certainly refuse to agree to an advance; and it would seem therefore to be 
preferable that, until the Persian Government show themselves ready to accept the 
necessary conditions, I should postpone discussing the matter with his Excellency. 


[33084] 


No. 5G4. 


Mr. O’Beirnc to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 

(No. 433.) * 9 

Sf. Petersburgh, September 2, 1909. 
TEHRAN. Telegram No. 710 of the 1st September. * 

l here is not, in my opinion, any immediate danger of the Russian Government 
abandoning the attitude of moderation which they have adopted and maintained up 


They naturally resent the behaviour of the new Persian Government, and their 
unwillingness to make any advance at Tehran is due to a certain extent to this 
resentment. The Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday that the 
new governor at Tabreez had taken up an unfriendly attitude towards Russia, and had 
refused to call on the officer commanding the Russian troops. His Excellency said 
this tallied with the general l>ehaviour of the Persian Government. In a conversation 
which I had with M. Poklewsky on the 27th ultimo, he also showed considerable 
irritation against the now rdgime in Persia, and declared that the Persians would have 
to he brought to understand the real state of affairs. 

Nevertheless the Russian Government, as you will have remarked, took up a 
sensible attitude in regard to the dismissal of M. Smirnow, and in another conversation 
which I had yesterday with M. Poklewsky he said that in his opinion it would not do 
for Russia to deliver a sort of ultimatum to the Persian Government in regard to 
their attitude, but that the various opportunities which would offer, such as an 
advance of money, the withdrawal of troops, &c., should be utilised by the Russian 
Government to bring the Persian Government gradually to make the desired 
concessions. If some new injudicious action on the part of the Tehran Government 
does not exhaust the patience of the Russian Government altogether it is to be hoped 
that they will adhere to the policy outlined above. 

I still anticipate that the Finance Minister will put the greatest difficulties in 
the way of a money advance to the Persians, although M. Poklewsky alluded to the 
possibility of such a thing. 


[33079] No. 565. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirnc. 

(No. 1280.) 

(relegrapliic.^ P. Foreign Office , September 2, 1909. 

RLbSIAN troops in North Persia. 

1 have received an urgent appeal from Persian Minister against the retention and 
high-handed action of the Russian troops. He specially mentioned the Tabreez force. 
He urged that, even if they must bo retained, they might make some show of acting 
through the governor and of supporting his authority. At present, he said, they were 
making the governor’s position impossible by ignoring his authority. I replied that, 
as to withdrawal of the troops, I was sure that Russian Government wished to remove 
them as soon as order was secure, but that they must be their own judges of what 
precautions wore necessary on their own frontier, and that no third Power could 
dictate to them on this point. I think, however, that his request that troops should 
acknowledge authority of governor is reasonable, and although I made no promise to 
the I orsian Minister to make representations to Russian Government, you might in 
conversation with Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs moutiou this last point. 
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[33194] No. 566. 

Mr. ' O'Beirnc to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3 ) 

(No. 434.) ' 

1Cle pEKSIA^ P ' S(. Petersburgh, SeptemherS, 1909, 

Please see your telegram No. 12S0 of the 2nd September. 

I ,11 ll 1 C ? n T' sa,lou ', vhich 1 >?ad with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, 
I alluded to the complaint which the Persian Minister in London had made to you 
respecting the action of the Russian general at Tabreez. M. Sazonow replied that as 
the Pei sian governor of Tabreez had complained, amongst other things, of the alleged 
interference of General Suarsky in the civil administration of the town, he had at once 
begged the military authorities to send instructions to the general to the effect that he 
should bo careful to refrain from interfering in the way alleged. Both sides are, in the 
opinion of M Sazonow, to blame. As regards the attitude of the governor, it was 
hostile from the very first (see my telegram No. 433 of yesterday’s date). 

• t ,. mjI l l" e i st ! on | . I'S to whether the Russian Government had received any 
information which indicated that measures for the re-establishment of order had been 
instituted by the governor M. Sazonow replied that no reports had as yet reached him 
re-eKtabbaheff 1 ’ ^ t m t >e ^ USB1UU troo P s would be withdrawn so soon as order was 


[33195] No. 5G7. 

Mr. O'lieirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 

(No. 435.) ft 

(Teleg m^hm) P. $fc Petersburgh, September 3, 1909. 

Advances of money to Persian Government. 

hi. K n “r VerSilti0U ! vith " ,e Actin « Minister fOT F °roigu Affairs, 

his Excellency remarked that the Persian Government appeared, according to a 
telegram which had been received from M. Sabline, to dissociate themselves from the 
efforts of the committee to obtain money. The Persian Government hinted that no 
authorise ton had been given to the committee to raise funds, and that its members 
were not fit people to be trusted with money. 

‘ U [°. rmed “? u' at Ue l, . a8 ' e *egraphed to M. Sabline for further details 
respecting the constitution of the committee. 


[33286J 


No. 568. 


Anglo-Persinn Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received September 4.) 

s . Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

' rw i . , „ , September 3, 1900. 

IN reply to your favour of the 25th ultimo, I was not aware that any dubietv 
‘.If* pT, ““^eratonding was possible on the subject of the free shares to 
be given to the Bukhtiari chiefs m addition the cash subsidy. 

I lie agreement between the Klinns and the concessionaire negotiated by Mr. J. R 
Preece and dated the 15th November, 1905, provides as follows:_ 

p ,. _.b urthew- u1k°, after the formation of one or more companies to work oil in the 
Bakhtian country, and after the oil is passed through the pipes, the first party under- 

‘ ( llar . v shares wsue^l, whioh 

Prec^rdr^Sluo™'^ tran,,lftti0n ° f thU C '“ U8e *> ™ b >’ Mr- X R. 

,1 al - ur ll !. e fomiation of “ petroleum company in the Bukhtiari country 

and alter the flowing of petroleum through the pipes of every 100 ordinary public shares 
° oue or uiore petroleum companies that are formed in the Bakhtiari Country, three 
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shares will be given to the Bakhtiari Khans, and they (the syndicate) will not exact the 
price of the three shares of the Company from the Bakhtiari Khans, and they (the 
syndicate) have not the right to demand the price of the three shares.” 

I would refer you to my letters to you dated the 25th June and the 13th July, from 
which you will see that the agreement was executed in Persian only. 

The two companies, the only two companies, which will work oil in the .Bakhtiari 
country, are:— 

1. The Kii-st. Exploitation Company (Limited) ; and 

2. The Bakhtiari Oil Company (Limited). 

The First Exploitation Company (Limited), is a company with an authorised share 
capital of 600,000 shares of 11. each,’all these shares being o'f one class, and there have 
Been issued 500,000 of these shares all now fully paid. It has the right to work hlocks 
aggregating one square mile which hlocks were to be selected by it, and it has selected 
the whole of them at Musjid-i-Suleiman, which is in the Bakhtiari country. 

The Bakhtiari Oil Company (Limited) is a company with an authorised shave 
capital of 400,000 shares of 11. each, all of these shares being of the same class, and there 
have been issued 300,000 of these shares all now fully paid. It has the right to work 
all oil in (he Bakhtiari country minus blocks aggregating one square mile—the blocks 
referred to alwve as workable by the First Exploitation Company (Limited). 

Under their agreement of the 15th Novemlier, 1005, above referred to, the 
Bakhtiari chiefs are therefore entitled to receive “ after the oil is passed through the 
pipes,” free of cost, 3 per cent, of the fullv-puid shaves, i.e., 15,000 shares of 11. each 
m the First Exploitation Company (Limited), and 9,000 shares of 11. each in the 
Bakhtiari Oil Company (Limited). 

Also, when and if further shares of these two companies are issued and paid up, the 
Bakhtiari chiefs will be entitled to receive 3 per cent, of such further issue—'‘after 
the oil is passed through the pipes.” 

I have, &c. 

E. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 


[33326] 


No. 5C9. 


8ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 4.) 

(No. 714.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Septendier 4, 1009. 

IN the final paragraph of my telegram No. 710 of the 1st September I reported 
my Ilussiaii colleague’s allusion to a dissension between the Cabinet and the 
committee; but it now transpires that, this was merely a disagreement between the 
Minister of War, who seeuiB inclined to act independently, and the latter body. The 
Sipahdar’s Russian sympathies have to a certain extent brought him into discredit, 
whilo the committee's authority appears to remain unimpaired. 


[33317] No. 570. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received September 4.) 

(No. 715.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 4, 1909, 

THE traffic in goods imported at the Gulf ports has of late been largely diverted 
to the Karun in place of the Bushire-Ispahan route, owing to the insecurity of the 
latter road. The Uushire customs receipts are consequently far from sufficing for the 
monthly instalments of interest due to the Imperial Bank, and at present arrears of 
two months remain unpaid. 

I have now received from the bank manager a request that I should press for the 
Mohummerah customs to he pledged, in addition to those of Busliire, for the service of 
this interest. 

1 can see no objection to this course, except that we would thus encroach on the 
revenues from which the interests on our Government loan, which are now two years in 
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arrear, are to be paid. For the service, however, of this loan the receipts at Ahwaz, 
Lingali, and Bunder Abbas should amply suffice. 

I await your instructions on this question. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 19 of the 11th January. 


[33176] No. 571. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 1292.) 

(Telographic.l P. Foreign Office, September 4, 1909. 

PROPOSED joint advance to Persian Government. 

I concur in suggestion in your telegram No. 432 of the 2nd September. 

In any case, one of the conditions on which we should insist would be that the 
expenditure of the loan should be supervised by us. 


[32489] No. 572. 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 4, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 28th June last, relative to the property leased 
to Messrs. Lynch Brothers by Sheikh Morteza at Shellilie, I am directed by Secretary' 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a despatch from Ilis Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, stating that on the 12th May, after the proposal to refer the 
question of the ownership of that land to a Shari court at Nedjef had been made and 
accepted, he received a telegram from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz to the effect that, 
according to Messrs. Lynch’s agent, the sheikh was averse to the case being tried at 
Nedjef on grounds of expense and inconvenience, that he wished it to be referred to a 
court at Dizful, and that he asked that, if possible, a representative of His Majesty’s 
consulate should watch the case. 

Sir G. Barclay replied that he could not then take any steps to modify the 
arrangement which had beon proposed by Sheikh Morteza himself, and nccepted by the 
Moin-ut-Tujjar at Sir G. Barclay’s own request. 

As regards the penultimate paragraph of your letter of the 17th June, 
Sir G. Barclay states that he had already heard from llis Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz 
that Sheikh Morteza proposed to continue the construction of buildings on the land in 
dispute, and that he had replied that, if the works were forcibly stopped by the other 
party, His Majesty’s Legation could not interfere. You are doubtless right in thinking 
that the Moin-ut-Tujjars real object is to prevent or delay the construction of the 
shed, lint unfortunately the fact remains that the ownership of the land is disputed 
between two Persian subjects, and in such cases a foreign legation has no grounds for 
intervention. 

The Moin-ut-Tujjar has, moreover, been persuaded by Ilis Majesty’s Legation to 
accept a mode of settlement of this long-standing dispute proposed by Sheikh Morteza 
himself, and Sir G. Barclay is accordingly of opinion tlmt it behoves the latter, in the 
interests of your company, to refrain at this stage from tardy objections to the course 
agreed to. 

As regards the last paragraph of your letter referred to, Sir G. Barclay states that 
he will of course do all that lie properly can to protect your company’s interests, even 
if Messrs. Lynch take possession of the premises before the question of ownership is 
decided, but ho is not sure how far he should be uble to go in supporting such a claim 
to the possession of premises held from a landlord whose title, at the time possession 
was taken, was known to be in dispute. 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey fully concurs in the opinions expressed by Sir G. 
Barclay on this subject. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[1665'' 
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[33327] No. 573. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 716.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Qulahek, September 5, 1909. 

PERSIAN Government and committee. 

Please see St. Petersburgli telegram No. 435 of the 3rd September, and my 
No. 714 of the 4th September. 

Sipahdar, Minister of War, recently sent a message to my Russian colleague 
asking that no advance might be made to the committee, tints occasioning the telegram 
from M. Sabline to which Mr. O’Beirne refers. 1 do not profess to understand the 
intricacies of Sipahdar’s attitude; he has already more than once expressed to Russian 
charge d’affaires a desire to take refuge with him. This Minister’s attitude, however, 
istio criterion for that of his colleagues, and, so far as I can ascertain, the committee, 
including as it does the majority of the members of the Cabinet, is in no way in 
conflict with the Government. 

There could of course be no question of making an advauce to the committee as 
distinct from the Cabinet, and although no doubt the former would direct in what 
manner tho money should be spent, the Government proper would have to sign any 
agreement relative to a loan. The new Government is, I have every reason to think, 
no less lit to be trusted with money than any other purely Persian administration. 

In the event of the Persian Government applying to us, M. Sabline would, I 
believe, be prepared, in spite of his hostility to the committee, which has shown such 
slight consideration for Russian amour-propre , to recommend to his Government a 
joint Anglo-Russian advance on the condition that it should be subjected to the same 
control ns that proposed for tho Russian advance which it was intended to make to the 
Persian Government under the old regime (see my despatch No. 129 for the conditions 
on which this advance was to be made). 


[33573] No. 574. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 

(No. 717.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 0, 1909. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL of Azerbaijan. 

Please see St. Petersburgli telegrams Nos. 433 and 434 of the 2nd and 3rd September 

respectively. 

I have telegraphed to His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez requesting 
him to report on the new governor-general, and particularly on his alleged anti- 
Russian attitude. Mr. Smart has replied as follows:— 

“ Everything that could be expected from a governor-general with no military or 
financial support has been done, and although it is early to pass judgment on him, 
he has already given proof of a reasonable spirit, and has had a morally pacifying 
influence on the province in general. 

“I cannot see that his attitude towards Russia has been hostile. He has talked 
frankly to Russian consul-general, exposing his plans and asking for any suggestions 
that ho might see fit to make. He had to protest immediately after his arrival against 
tho Russians sending a force to Karadagh without any notification to him, and he 
has since objocted to other acts ol interference on the part of Russia, although his 
attitude has on the whole been conciliatory. From the first my Russian colleague has 
been ill-disposed towards him. 

“ Russian consul-general tells me that Russian general is charged with the main¬ 
tenance of order in Tabreez and in the neighbourhood of Julfa under consul-general’s 
instructions. Such usurpation of the governor-general’s functions by tho Russians 
must of necessity produce friction. 

“ Mukhber-cs-Sultaneh declined to pay first call on the general on the ground that 
while this gentleman has no oflicial status which can be recognised by the local 
authorities, the oflicial representative of Russia had already paid first visit to him. I 
told M. Miller that in my opinion the governor's view was correct, but urged the latter 
to adopt a conciliatory attitude on the question. He has now put the whole matter in 
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the hands of my Russian colleague, who has suggested a compromise by which I trust 
the incident will shortly bo closed.” 

On the 4th September an escort of 200 Cossacks, who will collect other troops en 
route up to a total of 900, left Tehran for Tabreez. 


[33588] No. 575. 

^ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 6, 1909. 

MV Russian colleague is asking his Government to authorise him, in concert 
with me, to request our consuls at Tabreez to press Imam Kuli to admit Russians to 
partnership in his enterprise in order that its Russian character may be assured, 
stipulating, however, that the post of paid manager shall be reserved for Mr. Stevens. 
Reference is to my telegram No. 70G of the 31st August. 


[33606J No. 576. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 

(No. 482. Confidential.) 

Sir, SI. Petersburgli , August 30, 1909. 

I HAD the honour to receive your telegram No. 1240 of the 26th instant on the 
morning of tho following day, and the same afternoon 1 had an interview with the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, at which I handed to his Excellency an aide-memoire 
concerning tho proposal of liis Majesty's Government that an advance of 50,0001. 
Should be made to the Persian Government by the Imperial Rank and the Russian 
Bank respectively. 1 laid stress verbally on the financial straits in which the Persian 
Government is placed, and the danger that if the proposed advance is not authorised 
by the British and Russian Governments the Tehran authorities may be driven to 
apply for money elsewhere, and I explained that it was therefore urgent to act 
promptly. 

M. Sazonow' did not appear to see any objections to the proposal. He was aware 
that a sum of 100,0001. had been actually set aside by the Russian Government for 
the purposo of an advance to the ex-Shah shortly before he lost his throne, lie said, 
however, that M. Kokovtsoff was absent from St. Petersburg!! for a few days, but that 
he would communicate with if. Weber, who is acting for him, and he would ask 
M. Weber, if he could not settle the matter on his own authority, to telegraph to the 
Finance Minister for his assent. 

Before seeing M. Sazonow I happened to meet M. Poklewski, who is better 
acquainted with Persian questions than the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, and I 
had spoken to him of the proposed joint advance. M. Poklewski said that he thought 
M. Kokovtzoff would be strongly opposed to tho Russian Bank making even so small tin 
advance as suggested. M. Poklewski observed that when the ex-Shah was still on the 
throne His Majesty’s Government had refused to make a similar advance pending the 
meeting of the Modjliss. I pointed out that the case was quite different, because the 
ex-Shah was then engaged in his final struggle with the Nationalists, and it might have 
been said that to lend money to His Majesty was to furnish him with funds for the fight. 
M. Poklewski went on to say that at the time when the British Government refused to 
join in the advance to Mohammed Ali which Russia wished to make, the Finance 
Minister had declared that if the Shah fell he would refuse to advance a penny to the 
new rdgime. The present Persian Government, ho continued, were adopting an 
attitude towards Russia which certainly did not entitle them to expect the lattor to 
show herself accommodating, and the Emperor was decidedly of that opinion. I 
remarked that the advance could be made the means of bringing the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to give Russia satisfaction in the matters as to which she had cuuse to complain 
of the Persian attitude, and I also reminded M. Poklewski that Persia would necessarily 
have to find the money somewhere. However, he continued to dwell on the unfriendly 
attitude of the Persians in a way which shows the strong resentment felt on the subject 
by the Russian Government. It was, lie said, necessary that the Persians should 
understand that it was foolishness for them to talk of anyone showing confidence in 
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the Persian administration, either in regard to their methods of justice or otherwise. 
There was nothing to show that the new regime was a whit less corrupt and worthless 
, than the old. On the contrary, there was reason to think that bribery was just as 
rife as formerly, and it was a well-known fact that the first Medjliss was anything but 
free from reproach in that respect. 

I referred to the necessity that would arise when the new Medjliss assembled of 
considering arrangements for a fresh Persian loan. M. Poklewski said, as to that, that 
the Persians had better reform their finances and obtain funds in that way. He was 
convinced that M. KokovtsoiT would not agree to take part in a loan. The Finance 
Minister had always been most reluctant to lend money to Persia, even under the old 
regime, which was friendly to Russia, and he certainly would not consent to do so now. 
Russia had no money to lend abroad ; the Duma would refuse to guarantee a loan of 
the kind, and, in short, His Majesty’s Government would have to finance Persia 
themselves. 

In the course of the conversation M. Poklewski touched on the question of the 
appointment of foreign advisers. He said that he understood that His Majesty’s 
Government did not favour this idea, but he thought that it would be necessary to 
adopt 'I. He referred to a telegram from Tehran, published by the “ Agence’tie 
Saint-1 (Hersbourg, reporting the speech made by Count Quadt on presenting his 
letters of credence. Count Quadt was reported to' have said that Germany had no 
political interests in Persia, and the “Agence” telegram added that the Persian 
Government were desirous of selecting foreign advisers from among the countries 
which pursued no political aims. M. Poklewski, of course, saw a danger here of the 
Persian Government, calling in German advisers, which must, above all, be avoided. 
Speaking of the branches in which the British and Russian Governments might wish 
respectively to advise the Persian Government, he stated that lie thought Russia would 
desire to reorganise the Persian army, and he suggested that His Majesty’s Government 
might wish to undertake the reform of the internal administration. 1 should not be 
surprised, though he did not say so, if the Russian Government had some thoughts of 
laying down their requirements with regard to foreign advisers as one of the conditions 
of the withdrawal of the Kasvin force. 

M. Poklewski would probably not wish to be quoted as having made certain of 
the statements above reported with regard to the views and intentions of the Russian 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[33675] No. 577. 

Mr. /*. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received September 7.) 

q. Baltic House, Leadtnhall Street, London. 

,r> T nvr » • r ii, , September 0, 1909. 

m n t0 ,* vou ! . hat tlie last telegram received by my firm from 

i, av,tl J }rowu * ot Iehran, m regard to the concession of the mining rights for 
Hormuz and the other Persian islands, was worded as follows 

“Cfcnummicate the following to F. C. Strick and Co. (Limited) from D. llrown — 
^Negotiations suspended for the present.’ ” 

This message was received on the 31st August. 

I have, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


133681] No. 578. 

Angto-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O/fice.—(Itecewed September 7.) 

c- H'illc/iester House, Old Broad Street, London 

’ rnro, , , , . „ September 0, 1909. 

I JBLG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo advising that Sir E. 
dot * h‘G justified in approaching the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
treasury with a request for authority to incur the expense of sharing in the cost of a 
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topographical survey for the part of Persia in which this company is carrying on work, 
and that the Secretary of State for India also sees no sufficient reason for a grant from 
Indian revenues for the purpose. 

We regret these decisions because, though a triangulation of the country is 
necessary for the work of our company, it would also doubtless be of considerable value 
both to the British Government and to the Government of Persia, and therefore there 
would seem to be good grounds for a division of the costs. 

Under the circumstances, however, we have no alternative but to avail ourselves 
of Lord Morley’s kind offer to ask the Government of India if they can spare the 
services of an officer for the purposes of the proposed survey, on the understanding 
that the whole of the cost is to be defrayed by our company. 

I shall therefore be obliged if you will kindly cause this request to be put forward, 
at the same time explaining— 

1. That the officer should bring with him one or two native assistants, should he 
consider their services necessary. 

2. That the whole party should leave for Mohammerah as soon as passible in order 
to begin operations at the commencement of the cold weather. 

3. That Messrs. Shaw, Wallace, and Co., of Bombay or Kurachee, will, on application, 
arrange for passages, &c. 

4. That on arrival at Mohammerah the officer should report himself to Messrs. 
Llovd Scott and Co., who will make the necessary arrangements for the equipment of 
the party, and instruct him as to the work required. 

I have, &c. 

[Illegible], Director. 


[33680] No. 579. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—{Received September 7.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, September 7, 1909. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 30th ultimo advising receipt of 
a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran reporting that he has been unable 
as yet to obtain an authoritative declaration from the Persian Government in regard to 
the payment of the Imperial commissioner’s salary, but that he has elicited a vague 
verbal statement to the effect that it is their intention to retain the present commissioner 
in the post. 

In the meantime I have paid the commissioner’s salary for the month of August to 
Sadigh-es-Salteneh—and l now beg to enclose copies of some further correspondence 
that has passed between the commissioner and ourselves, of a letter received by the 
commissioner from the Persian Minister of Public Works, and of two letters exchanged 
between this company and the Persian Legation—all on the same subject. 

The letter of the 1st instant to the Persian Legation was written at the suggestion 
of Sadigh-es-Soltaneh, and presumably the reply is quite sufficient authorisation for us to 
act upon pending receipt ol a more formal authorisation from the Persian Government 
through the medium of Sir George Barclay. 

I have, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director. 


Iticlosure 1 in No. 579. 

Anglo-Pcrsian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh. 

Sir, August 19, 1909. 

I AM in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and of the latter one dated the 
18th enclosing receipt for payment of the commissioner’s July salary, for which I am 
obliged. 

I note what you write in the former with regard to the embargo placed on the 
payment of this salary. But we cannot be expected to have any cognizance of the 
changes which may have taken place in the Cabinet of your Government. 

So far as we are concerned, the position is that your Government, by its Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, notified us in April last, and again on the 21st M.ty last, through 
[.1665] 4 8 
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His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, that the commissioner’s salary was to be paid direct 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The only modification of this notification that we have received from your 
Government through His Majesty’s Minister was an authorisation to pay the com¬ 
missioner's salary to you for the months of May aud June only. 

Consequently, if your Government desire that we should continue to pay to you 
the salary instead of to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, it is necessary that they should 
officially, and through the same channel, cancel the above notifications. 

I do not wish to trouble you unduly in this matter, but it is, as I am sure you will 
appreciate, irregular for us to go on paying you the commissioner's salary in opposition 
to the instructions of your Government now before us. I therefore hope that you will 
before the end of this month be able to induce your Government to withdraw, through 
th^ British Minister at Tehran, the notifications of April and May hist. 

1 may point out this is the more necessary seeing that the embargo still remains 
notwithstanding that your Government must have long ago received the copy of your 
letter of the 21st May addressed to Mr. Wallace, in which you questioned their action. 

I am, See. 

C. GREEN WAY, Director. 


inclosure 2 in No. 579. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Persian Charge'd' Affaires. 

Your Excellency, September ], 11)09. 

SOME time ago (in April and May last) we were on two occasions notified by the 
Persian Government through His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran that the imperial oil 
commissioner's salary was to he paid by us direct to the Persian Minister lor Foreign 
Affairs. 

In June last we received another notification through the same source that the 
salary might he paid by us to the commissioner up to the end of June, but not after¬ 
wards, ns he had been summoned to Tehran. 

His Excellency, Sadigh-es-Saltaneh, has now shown us a letter dated early in 
August, from the Minister of Public Works, stating that the action of the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in placing an embargo on the payment by us to the commissioner of his 
salary was irregular, and that the company should without hesitation pay the salary to 
the commissioner as liefore. 

As this letter was not addressed to us we are not strictly entitled to take ofKeial 
notice of it, but as we are desirous of overcoming the difficulty that is created by the 
conflict of advices, we shall he glad if you can officially authorise us to pay the 
commissioner's salary to Sadigh-es-Saltaneli. 

I have, Ac. 

C. GRKENWAY, Director. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 579. 

Sunc'-ed-Dowlelt to eSadigh-es-Sultaneh. 

• Tehran, beginning of August. 

. REGARDING the suspension of the commissioner's salary the Ministry of Public 
Works has some time ago wired directly to you to the effect that the Anglo-Peraian Oil 
Company should pav the salary regularly ils before to yourself. With a view to 
removing all possible difficulties a note seven days ago was sent to the Ministry of 
b oreign Affairs intimating that the imposition of embargo by that ministry on the 
commissioners salary was an irregular proceeding and beyond the sphere of the action 
of that department, and they were requested to cancel the suspension by telegram. 
Irrespective ot its having yet been communicated or not, the company has without a 
hesitation to pay us before the commissioner’s salary directly to yourself. With 
regard to the arrears of 2,000 tomans, "annual rent of the three oil mines," you 
have not yet, in spite ot the repeatedly strict instructions from the Miuistry ot 
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Public Works, taken necessary steps to obtain and send the same 1 Of course you will 
not allow the iflatter to lie dragged on any longer and in accordance with the 4th clause 
of the concession you will get the sum in arrears which amounts to 16,000 tomans. 

SANfl-ED-DOWLEH. 


Inclosure -h in No. 579. 

.Inglc-Persian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh. 

Sir, September 2, 1909. 

REFERRING to your interview with me a few days ago I have as a matter of 
form, as you suggested, addressed a letter to the Persian Legation asking for 
authorisation to pay you the commissioner’s salary, but in the meantime pending 
receipt of their reply I have the pleasure to enclose a cheque for 83/. Gs. 8 d. on account 
of the salary for the month of August. 

I am, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director 


Inclosure 5 in No. 579. 

Sadigh-es-Saltaneh to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Royal Palace Hotel, Kensington, London, 
Sir, .September 2, 19u9. 

YOUR letter of the 10th ultimo to hand, for which I am obliged. 

With regard to the so-called embargo, you state that “ if your Government desire 
that we should continue to pay to you the salary, it is necessary that they should 
officially,and through the same channel cancel the above notification." I am surprised 
to see that you have overlooked the official telegram of the new Government cancelling 
the embargo which I duly communicated to you ou the 20th July. The stress, that 
you put on the expression “the same channel" is quite unwarrantable. If you refer 
to all the com muni cations which have passed between the former and the present 
oil companies, you will see that there was no other intermediary but the Imperial 
commissioner, and a single mistake on the part of a member of the late Cabinet cannot 
establish rule or precedent. 1 also handed to you on Monday the 30th ultimo copy of 
a letter received from our present Minister of Public Works respecting my salary and 
2,000 tomans; this should lie quite sufficient for you. 

I trust that you will give your immediate attention to the matter, especially of 
the 2,000 tomans, and settle it without further delay, which I am sure will be in the 
best interests of the company. 

Yours truly, 

SADIGH-ES-SALTANEH. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 579, 

Persian Legation to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Bir, Persian Legation , September 4, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated 1st instant regarding the payments made by your 
company to the Imperial Commissioner (Sadigh-es-Saltaneh) 1 beg to suy that I have 
seen a telegram and a letter addressed to the commissioner by the Persian Minister of 
Public Works stating that he is to receive full payment. Consequently I think you 
will he quite in order in doing so. 

Yours, &c. 

Persian Legation (?). 
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Inclosure 7 in No. f>79. 

Anglo-Pcrsian Oil Company to Sanigh-es-Saltaneh. 

Your Excellency, September 6, 1909. 

1 HAVE to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant. 

As regards the payment of the commissioner’s salary to you, I had, l>efore receipt 
of your letter, sent you a cheque for the amount due for August, in anticipation 
of receiving the authorisation which you suggested my obtaining from the 'Persian 
Legation. 

I have now received the enclosed letter from the Persian Legation, and although 
ifrdoes not (as I asked) specifically authorise the payment of the salary to you, 1 have 
no doubt that my board will consider the confirmation of the Persian Minister of Public 
Works’ telegram and letter, and the expression of opinion contained therein, as 
sufficient for their purpose, pending receipt of the more definite authorisation which 
we have asked for from the Persian Government, through His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran, in cancelment of their previous instructions. 

As regards the question of rent for the oil springs, and with reference to the 
information which you kindly gave to our vice-chairman in July last, we have now 
received definite information showing that not only has at least one of the springs been 
farmed out by others during the period of our concession, but that the farmer in 
question has regularly been paying to your Government a royalty—or rent—in 
respect thereof. 

Article 4 clearly contemplated that the 2,000 tomans to be paid by the conces- 
sionnaire was to be paid in lieu of— and not in addition to—the 2,000 tomans rental 
which had previously been paid to your Government in respect of these springs by 
private persons, and if your Government has, since the date of the concession, been 
collecting or receiving the same (or any) royalties or taxes, there is absolutely no 
ground at all for claiming payment of the’2,000 tomans by this company. 

Under the circumstances, therefore, 1 regret that it will be impossible for the 
company to meet this claim until they have been satisfied more fully than they are at 
present that it is justly due. 

To assist in bringing the matter to a settlement I shall be much obliged if you 
will exercise your good offices in obtaining for us from your Government the following 
information :— 

1. The names of the “private persons" who were paying the 2,000 tomans 
annually referred to in article 3 of the concession prior to the 28th May, 1001, and the 
amount paid annually by each. 

2. The amounts claimed or collected since the 28th May, 1901, from any of the 
above persons—or any one else—in respect of any of the three springs. 

3. The amounts, if any, still duo by these persons in respect of royalties or rents 
on the three springs. 

4. Whether any official intimation was sent to these persons on the 28th May, 
1901, or subsequently thereto, that the three springs had been included in our 
concession, and therefore that thereafter the rents would be payable to the con¬ 
cession nai re. 

With this information before us, but not otherwise, it should be practicable to 
arrive at the amount payable by this company in respect of the condition covered by 
article 4. 

Yours, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director. 


[33703] No. 580. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 

(No. 719.1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 7, 1909. 

I HAVE received a’letter from the manager of the Imperial Bank, in which he 
informs me that he has received from the Persian Government an application for a 
temporary advance of 100,000 tomans. They offer as security for this advance Crown 
jewels estimated at 500,000 tomans. These they wish the Imperial Bank to transmit 
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to the Credit Lvonnais at Paris, from whom they hope to obtain a larger sum at lower 
interest ou the same security. The Persian Government would repay the Imperial 
Bank in the event of either successfully contracting the more substantial loan or 
selling the jewels. * . . . , , . 

Mr. Wood has strongly recommended to his principals the advisability of under¬ 
taking this business. ..... , . . , , . 

ill informing M. Sabliue of this, I am telling him that, in view of the purely 
commercial character of the transaction, the directors of the Imperial Bank must be 
free to consult their own interests in the matter. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Ei hoard Grey.—(Received September 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, September 7, 1909. 

REFERRING to your despatch No. 97 of the 5th April last, I have been asked by 
Rifaat Pasha whether the charge of Ottoman interests may now be taken over by His 
Majesty’s consuls at Lingah and Bunder Abbas. 


Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received September 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Si. Petersburgh, September 7, 1909. 

PERSIA: Confidential. 

Please see telegram No. 680 of the 22nd ultimo from Sir G. Barclay. 

1 was told to-day, privately, by M. Poklewsky that the question of the transfer of 
the Russian vice-consulate from (I understood him to say) Hosainabnd to Birjand is 
under consideration by the Russian Government. The former place has, 1 presume, 
been the head-quarters of the Russian vice-consul for Seistau up to now. M. Poklewsky 
spoke of the arrangement as if it was intended to be one of a permanent nature. 


• Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 456.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, September 7,1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 719 of the 7th September, last paragraph: Advance to Persian 
Government by the Imperial Bank on security of State jewels. 

I agree. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 457.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 7, 1909. 

TURKISH interests at Bunder Abbas. 

I have received a request from Ottoman Government to allow Ilis Majesty's consul 
to take charge of their interests at Bunder Abbas and Lingah. If wo do not agree to do 
this, they will ask German Government to do so, therefore 1 am desirous of complying 
with their request. 

Could the residency agent at Lingah take char® of Turkish interests until someone 
is appointed to the consulship there? Meanwhile, I propose to reply that His Majesty’s 
consul there shall receive instructions to take charge, as soon as his appointment is 
decided on. 


[1605] 
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No. 585. 

(Confidential) 0ffice 10 ***** 

mmsm 

, m to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the India Office. 

I am, &c. 

_ LOUIS MALLET. 


[33317] No . , 86 . 

(Confidential.) ^ ° ffic ' ‘° Indh °^ 

Sir. . 

meat of the customs recoinffio Jl LLo,». W es8 “* h "“ “> obtain the assign- 

T ..,C JBS& ” £ 

without those of Mohammerali Sir E <; re v ' fT? ° f tll( ‘ C'overnment loan 

Viscount Morle.v, to authorise liim bv teleemnl, suI, jeot to the concurrence of 

should be see no ohjectio'.’.TsS awuS*^ ‘° wilh ,he mana « erf « rec l u e6t, 

I am to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[33855] No. 5S 7 . " " 

Tht I "‘ Peri "‘ llmk 0f Prrsi “ 10 P’orr-jn Office.-(Reeled September 0.) 

Dear Mr. Mallet, 9 - , , , , , 

WITH ..(.f.,—-o, Mchurcb Lime, I.ondon, September S tom 

fidential letter from the Sf'manager °of t/ ''T^T't’i 1 8DC ! <lse cl ’P.v of ’the con- 
Witli statement of debts and translathm nf i.l . bank, lehrati, dated the 14th August, 
1 enclose a draft of the o legrain 1Z ± S ™ m *? lohn,, i‘ h " H.l, August, 
approve its terms. 8 0 P ro P ose sending to rehran to-day, if you 

Yours truly, 

_ T. JACKSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 587. 

(Confidential.) ‘ Vr ’ " W lo iIr - NeWf ‘ l - 

Dear Mr. Newell, 

I WROTE von last on the 1 itl, i • , Tehran, August 14, 1909. 

Outstandings. In accordance witlfyour w'ira^rZived^n^he^StirffiZnt^ire sent 
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in the same day to the legation a list of principal debtors, together with a letter in the 

sense of your message. , , . ._ 

Yesterday I saw Sir G. Barclay on the subject, and he was strongly of opinion 
that to include those debts which have been token over by Government would tend to 
weaken our claim on the latter, who (i.e., the new Government) have expressed their 
intention to dispute some of the accounts. Such debts, therefore, will not be included 
in the list submitted to the Persian Government by the lection. 

A short time ago Sir C,. Barclay telegraphed to the Foreign Office asking what 
line of action His Majesty’s Government intended to adopt in connection with such 
debts but so far is without instructions. As a distinct understanding is most desirable, 
I have prepared a statement of those debts, and inclose it heroin for the information of 
the Foreign Office. A copy has also been sent to bir G. Barclay, who thinks that the 
matter had better be laid before the Foreign Office by the bank. , 

If the present Persian Government dispute any of tile items, it can only be on the 
plea that their predecessors had no right to enter into such engagements ; but this is 
no argument at all, for afler the coup d Etat of June 1008 the Shah reverted to 
autocratic Government, formed a cabinet, and had responsible dealings with foreign 
Powers Under these circumstances I do not see that the British Government need 
have any hesitation in holding the present Persian Government responsible for the 
acts of their predecessors. . i . 

I have discussed the matter in this sense with Sir G. Barclay, who docs not 
actually say, or even suggest, that support will not be forthcoming, but there appears 
to be a lukewarmness about the affair which I think ought to be dispelled without 
delav. It must be remembered that when the Foreign Office asked us not to advance 
any money to the Government in connection with the Amm-ul-Zarb affair, wo 
scrupulously carried out their wishes to our own detriment, and did all in our power 

to further their policy in Persia. .. . 

tours sincerely, 

A. O. WOOD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 5S7. 

Statement of Debts taken over by the Persian Government. 
Ei'cluitive of Interest. 


Amount Date when i«&*ed. 


Nasr-ea-Sultaneh .. 

Krans. 

2,001.693-80 

May 6, 1906 



April 12, 1905 

Shoa-cs-Sultaneh .. 

2,100,000 

July 27,1907 

Amir Bahadur Jang 

1,200,000 

April 2, 1908 

Moshir-ed-Dowleh 

650,000 

November 24, 1906 

Nifcam-ul-Mulk .. 

200.000 

April 21, 1908 

Mohamod Ali Shah 

1,542,144-70 

December 9, 1908 .. 

Nayeh-es-Su Itaneh 

1,311,012-85 

March 17, 1908 .. 



April 17,1909 


Autograph order of Muznffer-ed-Din Shah and 
the Prime Minister. 680.000 kraus. 

Autograph order of Mu/.uffer-ed-Pin Shah aud 
the Crime Minister, 1,831,608’80 kraus. 

Autograph order of Mohumed Ali Shall, paused 
by tho Minuter of Finance, and duly accepted 
for payment by tho Administrator-Ueneral of 
Customs. , , 

Passed by Minister of Finance, and ratified by 
hi* successor in office 29th August, 1908, 
and duly accepted by Administrator-General 

Pr» nolo of Mushir-ed-Dowluh as Prime 
Minister. Tho Administrator-General of 
Customs has paid internal on this debt up to 
20th Soptemlter, 1908, 

Passed by Saui-ed-Powluh as Minister of 
Finance. 

Autograph order of Mohaiuod Ali Shah, passed 
by the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, and duly accepted for payment by 
tho Administrator-General of Customs. 

Order of Prime Minister and M. Naus, 
262,702 kraus. 

Order of Prime Minister, 1,058,810-85 kraus. 

Both duly accepted for payment by Adrainis- 
« nil, of Customs. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 587. 

Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 

, it m* „ . , London, August 11, 1809. 

)o „ ^ LRHING to l imes telegram to-day, submit list principal debtors to 

legation .make strong representation that bank have priority of claim should payment 

" 1,J be denuded of means of settling with us. * 


Inclosure 4 in No. 587. 

. n . , Mr. Wood to Mr. Newell. 

(Confidential.) 

* GOVERNMENT debt. Tehran, August 25, 1909. 

d'Fscomnte .W& W*«4 to the late Shah’s debt to the Banque 

d Ucompte, Sir G. Barclay retrained from mentioning our claim because it 1ms already 

adv K in^od,me°r ,,ne h t ta ‘ "‘, ,he llis ' he consfdered it 

letter* I bZve! 0 lcaves t to°ia 3 ; d inS ' ant D °‘ ‘° take aDyaCtion lm,il further ^vicl Hi! 


Inclosure 5 in No. 587. 

Draft Telegram from Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bunk 
of Persia, Tehran. 

UK I- KRItIXfr to your letter of the 14th August, we have been to Foreign OftW 
and raprosented to them that the bank’s full cl!im must be put forward o!l.enW^ 
loiild serious!) prejudice bank s position m any future settlement. Wo draw vour 
Office will nfike l , mk ' par ’' c " larl - v Pi;- 8M° a,,tl 64- We are convinced Foreign 

armngSS * g ? to “ pr0mpt ful,iIme “ t o£ ]Jushire custom” 


[33881] No. 588. 

(No 7-’() ) S " G ' n " rrl " !l 10 S,V Ell "" r '< Greg.—{Received September 9.) 

(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, September 9, 1909 

INDIiVN Oil guard. I lease see my telegram No. 053 of the 5th August 

*"• “ el “ l ” » b ~ *• 

Four men would, in my opinion, amply suffice to facilitate Mr. Wilson’s survey 
work in the korkha district, and afterwards to constitute a regular consular mtard " 
Sheikh khnvzul has no objection to the retention of a consular guard. ° 

[33895] No. 589. 

(No 7->| ) S ' r G ‘ li " rcl "‘ J 10 Sir Ed,r,n>! Greg.-{Received September 9.)' 

Creiegmjihic.l'P; Gutahek, September 9, im. 

,,, , . ’ .“jeatj s acting consul-general at Btishire telegraphs on the stibiect nf 
lurktsli mtwests at Builder Abbas and Liilgnh (please see your telegram No 157 
of the , h September), that these could be entrusted to His'Majesty’s consul at the 
formei place, and that the consular agent at the latter, who is one of the most influential 
men there, could also well be charged with them. muuential 

I concur in Captain Trevor’s opinion. , 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 722.) , 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulaliek. September 9, 1909. 

THIS afternoon at 4 o’clock the ex-Shah left the Russian Legation for Enzeli with 
his suite. 

120 Persian Cossacks under a Russian officer escort him as far as Kazvin, where 
they will be relieved by Russian troops. 

The party will be accompanied to Enzeli by a member of the staff of either 
legation and three sowars and three Cossacks from the British and Russian Legations 
respectively. 


.Sir Edward Greg to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 458.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

OIL guard. 

MY telegram No. 432 of the 23rd August gave you authority (as required in your 
telegram No. 720 of to-day) to instruct His Majesty's consul-general at Bushirc to send 
away the guard and to retain four of them to help Wilson. You are again authorised 
to do this, but I must know exact cost of retention before I lay matter before Treasury 
(see my telegram referred to above). 

We must also have Treasury sanction to divide with Government of India cost of 
consular escort for Moliammerah, and, before asking for this sanction, I must be in a 
position to show that the consular escort is necessary. 


*'fr Eheard Greg :o Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 459.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

CLAIMS of Imperial Bank of Persia. 

See, in " Blue Book No. 1 (Persia), 1909," Sir C. Spriug-Rice’s despatches Nos. 32 
anti 45 of the 12th July and 13th September, 1907. 

Bank hope that those claims, which Persian Government took over, will not be 
omitted when the moment arrives. They are anxious about payment of their claims. 
I have informed bank that we have no reason to suppose from anything we have 
received from you that you favour omission of those claims. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 247.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegrams No. 433 of the 2nd and No. 434 of the 
3rd instant relative to the attitude of the Russian towards the Persian Government, 
with special reference to the situation created at Tabreez by the simultaneous presence 
there of the new governor-general nhd the Russian general nnd troops, I have to 
inform you that I read to the Russian Ambassador on the Otli instant the liret and 
the first sentence of the second paragraph (ns far as tho word “Russians”) of the 
telegram addressed to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran by the British acting consul- 
general at Tabreez, reporting on the actions of the Muklihcr-es-Sultaju-li, aud his 
alleged hostile attitude to the Russians since his arrival at his post. 

Mr. Smart’s telegram referred to wa's repeated to this office in Sir G. Barclay’s 
telegram No. 717 of the 0th instant, which was also sent to yon. 

I aui, &c. 

E. GREY. 


;i605j 
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[32422] No. 594. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey mapprradryou'C^lie suffi of 
die extension of telegraphic communication in the Persian Gulf ' 

In the report of the sub-committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence apnointed 
VS&S&S*** Gu,f -"' hich is dated the ^ January last, the 

tl „ A scheme for establishing wireless telegraphy stations in the Gulf is now under 
the conaidera .on of the Government of India ii. connection with a general I 
establishing, for strategical purposes, such stations on the const of Iudia. 

A proposal to tit the three subsidised vessels in tile Gulf with wireless telemunliv 
is under consideration by the India Office, Admiralty, and Foreign Office ” 8 ap,1J 

In a letter addressed to this department on the 5th Aucust 1908 the rim„ 
dlis ***?• ]->■ « spite of the strong suppZIent tol't t thc Govcwm 
reason! 1 " “ tMne taken lul ° P ra,t ‘«>l consideration for financial 

1 O H, , “ndTl y "PP^veO by HiB Majesty's consul-general at Busl^f P 
Oil the 20th February the India Office addressed to this department a further 
letter, from which it appeared that the cost of the scheme as calculated hv Mr u 
of the Co onial Office would be iniirl, below the fueled ‘ 

Mg ! ‘ Ud ***** CablC> thnt the Wir. Akere were 

On the 18th August the India Office forwarded to this department conv of „ 
telegram from the Government of India relative to the renm-m.i ’1 

pi Ba“and Busfe, £ Xdft ^ 7 ^ 

opinion that, if a Butish system of wireless telegraphy was to be installed in the r.flf 
Exchequers. ^ d °“ e M 8 ° 0 “ " P ° SSil)k ' ** ><>"" ***** of the^S^l'lS 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in the view expressed in this leiior 
and is of opinion that the rapid execution of the contemplated sch!,l! is of ! / 
importance to Imperial interests from a commercial as well as a political point of £2* 

emUi6nC - Vin 1,16 “ taken for^hesuppression^oftile 

1 lie question 1ms, moreover, acquired greater urgeuey than ever in v i»„- ,r ,i 

^ssjxmtX" *•— «*.: saawar 

as a deli lute estimate of these is received. ' " tlle sub J oct 118 soon 

Copies of the correspondence referred to in this letter are enclosed herewith.* 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


August IS; tTjitto''August ii"; 1 Vm'lVa'cittf^, Au^« S °' 19011: to<lit10 ’ M,,rdl 23 : Ma Office, 


351 


[32633] No. 595. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to yon herewith copy of 
a despatch to Ilis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire,* relative to the advisability of 
discontinuing the privileges now allowed to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited: 
in connection with the exchange of telegrams between their central office and their 
representatives in Arabistan. 

Sir E. Grey agrees with Major Cox in considering that there is much to be said 
for the view expressed on the subject by Lieutenant Wilson, but before taking any 
definite steps in the matter he would be glad to be favoured with any observations 
which Viscount Morley may have to offer as to the course to be adopted in dealing 
with the question. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[32422] No. 596. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the proposed establishment, under British 
auspices, of a system of wireless telegraphy in the Persian Gulf. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in the views 
expressed by Viscount Morley on the subject, and in the terms of the telegram which 
his Lordship proposes to address to the Government of India with regard to it. 

1 am further to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter which Sir E. Grey lias 
caused to be addressed to the Treasury,! inviting the favourable consideration of the 
Lords Commissioners of the proposal to divide the expenses involved in the execution 
of the scheme between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers pending the receipt of a 
definite estimate. 

I am, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[33286] No. 597. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 135.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1909. 

WITH reference to your despatches No. 89 of the 2Sth April and No. 113 of the 
29th July, relative to the attitude of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company towards the 
Bakhtiari khans ns regards the allotment to the latter of shares in companies formed 
for the exploitation of the oil deposits in their country, I have to inform you that, on 
the 26tli ultimo, on the receipt of the later despatch referred to, I caused a letter to bo 
addressed to the company stating that some doubt appeared to exist as to their 
intentions on this point, and asking for an authoritative statement of the exact position 
of the Khans in this respect. 

I transmit to you herewith copy of the reply which has now been received from the 
company,! from which it appears that the khans are entitled to receive, “ after the oil is 
passed through the pipes, " free of cost, 3 per cent, of the fully-paid shares in both the 
First Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companies (Limited). 

9'he explanation thus furnished appears to me, so far as I am able to judge, to be 
satisfactory, and the suspicions entertained by Messrs. Lorimer, Wilson, and Banking 


No. 526. 
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as to the honesty of the company’s intentions towards the khans to be founded on a 
misapprehension caused by a lack of clearness in the statements of the company's 
representatives on the spot. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[34083] No. 598. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 11.) 

India Office, September 9, 1909. 

W1111 reterence to previous correspondence as to the unsatisfactory conduct last 
year of the consular guard at Ispahan, I am directed by the Secretary of State in 
Council to enclose copy ot a letter from the Government of India reporting that they 
are treating a.4 expenditure in connection with Persian consulates, to be equally defrayed 
by British and Indian revenues, the salary and travelling allowances of Lieutenant 
Kankjng during the period of his deputation from the 30th December, 1908, to the 
•list .March, 1909 to give evidence at the court-martial proceedings that were instituted 
as the result of the incidents at Ispahan. 

Subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir 15. Grev, Viscount Morley proposes to 
approve the proceedings of the Government of India, the effect of which will be to. 
relieve the Anglo-Persian Oil Company of a charge of approximately 718 rupees 
a-month (574/. 8s, a-year) in respect of Lieutenant Rankings salary from the 18th 
January last, when the syndicate became chargeable with the cost of the oil guard, till 
the 31st .March last, and to impose a corresponding charge on British and Indian 
revenues, together with a charge for Lieutenant Ranking’s travelling allowance while 
on deputation to India, the amount of which has so far not been reported. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure in No. 598. 

Government of India to I'iscount Morley. 

M} wn’u r , , , 7fm/„, July 29, 1909. 

Mill! reference to our telegram dated the 31st December, 1908, we have the 
honour to report, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, that before 
Lieutenant Ranking proceeded to Ah war. to take over the duties of consul from Captain 
Lorimer, he was deputed to India, at the instance of the military authorities, to give 
evidence at the court-martial proceedings instituted against the late consular escort at 
Ispahan for the insubordination which was referred to in your Lordship's military 
despatch dated the 11th December, 1D08. 1 J 

' ,-r As ‘. his ’"‘connected with that of the Indian guard attached to the 

Oil Concessions .Syndicate, we are of opinion that no part of the cost of Lieutenant 
Bankings deputation, winch lasted from the 30th Deeemlier, 1908, to the 31st March 
1909, can in fairness lie recovered from the syndicate. We have accordingly directed 
that Ins salary and travelling allowance for this period should bo charged to civil 
estimates, nnd treated as expenditure connected with the Persian consulates. 

. 1 . We trust that our proceedings will meet with your approval, nnd that His 
Majesty s Government will agree to bear a moiety of the charges involved. 

We have, Ac. 

MINTO. 

KITCHENER. 

H. ADAMSON. 

J. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

G, F. WILSON. 

S. P. SINHA. 
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[34695] No. 599. 

Anjuman Eyaieti to Sir Edmard Grey.—(Received September 11.) 

(Telegraphique.) Tabriz, le 11 septembre, 1909. 

MALGRE assurance Legation russe auprfes Cabinet persan et Puissances ainsi 
gnranti'e, consuls russe anglais devant Endjoman eyaieti, force militaire russe, au lieu 
refrtmer ses agressions, augmente toujours son inten-ention illegitimc apres maint exc&s 
cominis par troupes russes pendant absence gouvernour; pretextant security publique, 
its contiuuent on sa presence leur maniere agir; riicemment ils expMiereut ddtache- 
ment Cosaques soldats avec denx canons, insu gouverneur a Caradja Dagh, pour restituer 
leurs revendications aupres Rahim Khan, lui enleverent somine considerable comme 
indemnitc leurs reclamations; ils attaquerent maison Ali IChan ii Caradja Dagh, 
saccagcront, tuerent sa fille. Consul russe a Ka/.viu iuteiwient directement aflaiies 
indigenes. Ce qui survit aux eruautes ex-Schah devient leur proie. Desespoir 
suprSme, perissons sous tvrannie. Si vos peines, sacrifices sout pour genre hummn, ne 
sommes-nous pas corps et ames a famille humaine ? Presence troupes russes cause 
anarchie continuelle. Au 110m humanite sollicitons assistance, delivrance.— Endjoman 
EvAi.irn, 


[34038] 


No. 600. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 11,1909. 

SHAHRUD telegraph line. 

Please see your telegram No. 1219 of the 21st August to Mr. 0 Beirne. 

Seeing that the Russian Government are in agreement with us, could we not 
immediately set to work on the erection of this line ? Mr. Barker would, however, 
require Kirk’s authorisation for this. 

I have mentioned this project to M. Sabline, hut his Government have not 


consulted him on the matter. 


[34116] No- 601- 

StV G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 

(No. 725.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 11,1909. 

MONDAY, the 13th September, has been announced by the Persian Government 
as the birthday of Sultan Ahmed Shah. 

The King may wish to send his felicitations to the Shall on this occasion. 


[34121] No. 602. 

Sir A. Nicolson to sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 

(No. 440.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pelersburgh, September 11, 1909. 

PLEASE see your telegram No. 1219 of the 21st August and telegram No. 724 
from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran dated to-day. 

Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line. 

There is no objection whatever on the part of the Russian Government to tile 
erection o£ the second wire. There is therefore no reason why work on it should not 
he begun immediately. 


I16G5] 


X 
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[34038] No, 603. 

130" ) ^* r ^ war< * (* rc y 10 Sir '"*■ Nicolson. 

(TelefiTaphic.) R. Foreign 0//ice, September 11, 1909. 

SIR Or. IiARCLAY S telegram No. 724 [of 11th September: Persian telegraphs • 
Duplication of Tehran-Shalirud line], , 

Have Russian Government any objection ? 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 460.) 


[33895] No. 604. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 461.) 

( Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 721 [of 9th September: Bunder Abbas], 

Please give instructions accordingly. 


[33895] No. 605. 

... „ ' Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No. 666.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

IN reply to your telegram No. 315 of the 7th September, you may inform Porte 
that, pending appointment of a vice-consul, which will, we hope, not be delayed His 
Majesty s consu ur agent at Linga and His Majesty’s consul at Bunder Abbas will be 
authorised to take charge of Turkish interests there. 


[33606] No. 606. 

„_ _ Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beime. 

(ffio. 2o0. Confidential.) 

lr ' Tiiivii -i , , __ Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

, ’ ' r «' u, y cd - v0 .' lr despatch No. 482, Confidential, of the 30th ultimo reporting 

, 1 which you have had with the Acting Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

and the newly appointed Russian Minister at Tehran on the subject of the proposed 
Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian Government. proposed 

With reference to the views expressed on this question by M. Poklewski, I have to 
observe that His Majesty s Government have no desire to make a large loan to Persia 
nit have, on tile contrary, always held the opinion that the resources of that country! 
f Jn i' de ,'r °vi e< - ’ s ‘? ulcl suffice to supply its financial needs. 

“f* "‘’'■f 31 )’ s Government have in view in the nature of a loan is a small 

advance to enable the reformed Persian Government safelv to tide over a period of 

to"a third Power^ r ° Ve SCCUnty ° f tbe roa<ls ’ alul 10 amici P ate a possible application 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[33681] Na 607. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

®' r ’ vvn’tr t. . , „ Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

* i P ers io[Tr C8 tG ■ V ° U , r L,t [ vr °f the l8th relative to the desire of the 

to undertake a topographical survey of the oil-producing 
raS tf 1 '^"'• C '. e<l b Y Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform vouthat he 

,d t!l “ company to be mtormed of Viscount Morlcy’s views on the subject. 

1 am to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the company,* expressing 


No. 578. 
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their desire to avail themselves of his Lordship’s offer to obtain from the Government of 
India, on their behalf, the loan of the services of au officer for the purposes of the survey, 
on the understanding that the whole of the expense incurred in connection with these 
proceedings should be defrayed by the company. 

I am to obsorve that the company ask at the same time that certain explanations 
may lie conveyed to the Government of India in connection with their request, and to 
express tbe hope that Loid Morley will see no objection to compliance with their wishes 
in this respect. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[33680] No. 608. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant relative to the tenancy of the post of Persian Imperial Com¬ 
missioner for the oil concession. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that, in view of the information communicated to 
you in my letter of the 30th ultimo, Sir E. Grey concurs in the opinion expressed by 
you, that the answer of the Persian Legation, dated the 4th instant, to yom- enquiry of 
the 1st, constitutes, in spite of the vagueness of its terms, sufficient authority to 
justify the payment to the Sadegh-es-Sultaneh of the commissioner’s salary for August 
pending the receipt of more formal declaration from the Persian Government through 
His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET 


134117] No. 609. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 

(No. 726.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 12, 1909. 

1 HAVE received the following telegram, No. 188 of the lltli September, from 
His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez:— 

“ Sattar Khan, charged with a mission to Ardebil, has now left Tabreez. Before 
his departure he endeavoured, by means of a paid demonstration, to prevent the 
governor-general from enforcing his despatch. The governor, however, did not give 
way, and must be credited with a marked success.” 


[34116] No. 610. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 462.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 12, 1909. 

CONSULT your colleagues as to what steps their Governments are taking with 
regard to the Shah’s birthday, and act similarly. 


[34173] No. 611. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 102.) 

Sir, . ' Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yom' despatch No. 110 of the 
21th ultimo. 

My Russian colleague informs me that bis Government maintain no guards on the 
Julfa-Tabreez and lleshl -Tehran roads, but I need hardly point out that the condition 
of these roads is very different from that of those in the south. So far as my 
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experience goes, the Resht-Tehran road has always been perfectly safe, and in normal 
times the same may be said of the road from Julfa to Tabreez. 

I had hoped before this to have the advantage of discussing with His Majesty’s 
consul-general at Bushire the question of the better protection of trade on the 
southern roads, but Major Cox who had intended to pass through Tehran in July on 
his way home lias been obliged to postpone his leave until now, and as he desires to 
be in England as soon as possible, I have concurred in his proposal that he should 
proceed direct to England, and that he should defer his visit to Tehran until his return 
journey in November. You will thus have an opportunity of seeing him before I shall, 
and as you may wish to discuss with him the proposal mentioned in my despatch 
No. 122, I transmit papers regarding it. 

Since my despatch above mentioned, I have agr.in talked over this scheme with 
Mr. Barker, who, while quite ready to co-operate, thinks it would be unwise for his 
department, which has hitherto adopted a non-militant attitude, to play the militant 
part it is proposed by Mr. Bill to allot to it. and is very doubtful if such a proposal 
will meet with the approval of the head of his department. Apart from the question 
of the cost, which, of course, need not necessarily fall on the department, but could 
be met by funds socially set aside for the purpose, there must always remain the 
serious objection that the police work would provoke the hostility of the tribesmen 
with whom it is obviously to the department’s interest to keep on good terms. In case, 
however, the Indo-European Telegraph Department should look with favour on the 
proposal? I have requested Mr. Bill, as suggested by him, to sketch the details of a. 
scheme in consultation with the telegraph assistant superintendent at Shiraz. 

Not having had the advantage of considering the matter with the assistance of 
Major Cox, I feel some diffidence in expressing an opinion, hut 1 am inclined to think 
that, failingtheorganisation of a force of road guards under British officers which would 
certainly Ik? the most effective plan, the best—as ii certainly would be the most 
expeditious—remedy for the present situation would bo to interest the tribes in the 
maintenance of order. Subsidies to the tribal chiefs and payment of the tribesmen 
employed, provided regularity of payment were ensured, would, I think, have most 
beneficial results. The experience of the Bakhtiari road, which on account of its 
relative security is now absorbing much of the traffic of the Bushire-Ispnhan road, is 
all in favour of such a scheme. I take it the Persian Government could designate 
without, difficulty the various tribes which could best be entrusted with the work. 
Regularity of payment is, of course, a condition precedent of efficiency, and this could 
be best secured by entrusting the work of paying the chiefs and the tribesmen 
employed to the officers of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, who being 
Stationed along the roads mast in need of guards are conveniently placed for the work. 
Even if the objections of the Russian Government could lx? overcome to the introduc 
tion of British military officers for the organisation of a force of road guards—and it 
must be remembered that the road most in need of improvement, i.e., the Bushire- 
Ispalmn route, lies entirely in the neutral zone—I presume that we should have some 
difficulty in persuading the Persian Government to consent to it. On the other, the 
utilisation for the purpose indicated of British telegraph officers who are already in the 
country, and who lrom the nature of their service and from their distribution throughout 
the country are peculiarly suited for dealing with the tribes could hardly be open to 
objection from either country. 

Of the methods suggested by Mr. Bill of raising the funds for defraying the cost 
of the maintenance of order, a surcharge on the customs would, if it he negotiated, 
clearly l>e the easier, hut should there be insuperable objections to this course, we 
might insist on the assignment of the receipts of one of the Southern ports for the 
purpose. Without some fund specially allocated the necessary regularity of payment 
could not 1 m? assured, but even were this done it would bo some time before it could 
produce funds for inaugurating any scheme, and whatever plan His Majesty’s 
Government decide to urge upon the Persian Government, it would probably be 
desirable to make the cost of starting its working a tirst charge on any loan to be made 
to the Persian Government. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 611. 

Consul-General Grahame to Sir G. Barclay. 

gi'j. 0 ' Ispahan, March 10, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to submit for your consideration a copy of a letter addressed 
under date of the 17th October, 1908, by Messrs. H. C. Dixon, of Manchester, to their 
representative in Ispahan, Mr. Kay, by whom it was brought to my attention a few 

^Messrs. Dixon suggest that patrols—preferably of telegraph gholams-might with 
advantage be employed to go up and down the Bushire road, not so much with a view 
to themselves arresting robbers as of giving notice oy means of field telephones ol the 
presence and number of robbers, thus facilitating the dispatch ot soldiers. 

In my conversation with Mi. Kay I pointed out the many and obvious difficulties 
attaching to the execution of any project of the nature of that suggested by 
Messrs. Dixon. I also mentioned that some time ago I made proposals for certain 
measures to be taken by His Majesty’s Government for the better secu.,tv of the 
Bushire road, but that these have been unfavourably viewed both by His Majesty s 
.Minister (Sir C. Spring-llice) and by the Foreign Office. 

I undertook, however, to bring Messrs. Dixon’s suggestions under your con- 

sideratum. ^ ^ ^ of place here mention that 1 have noted in the course of the 
last few years an increasing feeling among British mercantile men in Persia that the 
steps hitherto taken with regard to the robberies of British merchandise on the Buslnre 
road have ceased to be adequate, and that the increasing frequency of these and the 
inability or unwillingness of the Persian Government to bring the culprits to justice 
would, in their opinion, make it desirable that His Majesty’s Government should 
consider what other measures it might be prepared to take in the interests of British 

tni(lt 'l mif noTaddressing a copy of this despatch and inclosure to His Majesty’s consul 

at Shiraz. _ , . 

I have, &c. 

G. GRAHAME. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 611. 

Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 

§?■ 18,) Shiraz, April 21.1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 23, dated the 10th March, 1909, from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Ispahan to your address, a copy of which was forwarded to 
me, I have the honour to otfer for your consideration the following observations on tins 
subject, with a suggestion towards a remedy. _ , 

I must, in the first place, emphatically endorse the statement made by .Mr. Grahame 
in the letter above quoted, in relation to the increasing feeling among British firms that 
the steps taken with regard to the robbery of British goods on the Bushire road have 
ceased to be adequate, and that it has consequently become desirable that His Majesty 8 
Government should consider what other steps it might be prepared to take m the 
interests ot British trade in Persia. In this connection, I have the honour to lorward 
for your information a copv of my reply to Mr. Grahame, and to invite a reference to 
mv despatch No. 38, dated the 19tli Uecemlier, 1908. It appears to me to lie a matter 
of urgent importance that His Majesty’s Government should be tully aware that under 
present circumstances there appears to lie no prospect whatever of any considerable or 
permanent improvement in the present conditions of transport from Bushire to Ispahan, 
and that to all appearances a volume of British and British Indian trade, which 
reached in the year 1907-1908 a total value of 1,200,000/., will continue to be exposed 
not only to direct depredation, but also to increasingly oppressive charges arising out ot 
the exactions and misconduct of the headmen and roadguards who prey every year 
more severely on this commerce. A point which might, I think, be emphasised with 
advantage is that, although no doubt this road has always lieen exposed in some degree 
to these evils, the situation in the past year or two has changed m a very important 

1 Formerly outbursts of lawlessness upon this road were the outcome either ot local 
[16U5j 1 ' 
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feuds or of intrigue by some powerful personages designed to discredit someone or 
other of the local authorities, and such outbursts tended to subside on the removal of 
the exciting cause. The present state of things is, in my diagnosis at least, widely 
different: it is simply due to the fact that the individual nomads, and to a less degree 
the villagers, have realised the almost complete incapacity of the Imperial authority to 
inflict any punishment for either robberies or illegal exactions; and it is obvious 
enough that this fact renders the solution of the problem far more difficult, and wholly 
beyond the capacity of any authority which the Persian Government hrjs it in its power 
to establish. 

In saying this I have not overlooked the possibility that the success of the 
constitutional movement may induce some of the nomad chiefs to exert themselves to 
maintain order within their sphere; but a genuine amelioration of the conditions of 
transport by this means appeals to me in the last degree improbable, and in a matter of 
such vital importance it is incumbent, I think, upon British consular authorities not 
only to prepare His Majesty’s Government for the failure of such attempts, but to lay 
before them concrete proposals for a remedy. I imagine that a few months now. will 
be sufficient to demonstrate clearly the truth of the opinion which Mr. Gruh&uie and I 
have already expressed, namely, that the employment of some form of special force, 
organised and paid under foreign supervision, is absolutely the only alternative to the 
perpetuation and aggravation of existing disorders. 

With this in view, it may perhaps be held that Messrs. Dixon’s suggestion, in 
itself impracticable, contains the germ of a more effective system. The annual losses 
<>f the Indo-European Telegraph Department by wilful damage to the line have 
increased very considerably in the last few years, and this sum, amounting as 1 am 
iulormecPto some 10,000 krnns in Furs alone for the year 1908, has to be provided by 
the Persian Government. It is probable, therefore, that the latter would not look with 
disfavour upon a scheme which, while in no way interfering with its sovereign rights, 
would it the sume time relieve it from this annually increasing expenditure, and would 
also satisfy the clamorous demands of Persian merchants for tne security of their 
merchandise. Such a scheme might be begun in a tentative manner by the gradual 
establishment, as part of the ordinary staff of the telegraph department, of a force of 
well-armed and well-mounted gholams. Parties of these would he continually on the 
move between the various telegraph stations, and being provided with portable 
telephones would be able to summon reinforcements with the least possible delay. 
Their primary object would, of course, ho the protection of the telegraph lino, and their 
mere presence, in sufficient force to resist any ordinary party of marauders, would 
probably have a very considerable deterrent effect on the robbers. But they might 
further lie empowered to take charge of caravans in a fixed proportion of mules per 
man of the escort, some due being fixed, half of which would be collected at the point 
of departure and half at the point of arrival by the European officials of the 
department. 

I have not discussed any such proposals with any members of the department, 
and it is possible any system of the kind might lie considered to lie too far beyond the 
proper sphere of their activities ; hut if you should consider the idea worth following up 
I should be nuite prepared, in consultation with the assistant superintendent, Shiraz 
(of course with the permission of the director;, to elaborate the details of such a scheme. 
It would probably necessitate the employment of one or two additional European 
officers, at any rate for the first few years, but I fancy it could be made to a large 
extent, if not entirely, self-supporting, and I believe that no other system would 
combine in the same degree the efficient protection of the road with a due respect for 
the internal independence of Persia, to the maintenance of which His Majesty’s 
Government is so firmly pledged. At all events I have felt it my duty to lay the 
alternatives clearly before you, in the hope that it may he found possible, either by the 
adoption of some such scheme as that sketched above or by some other means, to give 
to a branch of British trade, which even under present conditions is far from 
unimportant, that minimum of ordinary security which alouo is required to ensure 
its prosperous development. 

1 am forwarding a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s resident at Bushire 
and consul-general, Ispahan. 

I have, &c. 

J. H. BILL. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 611. 

Acting Consul Hill to Consul-General Grahame. 

$ 0, 6 -) • Shiran, March 21,1909. 

tllr ' j IJ \VE the honour to acknowledge with thanks receipt ot your despatch 
No 3 dated the 10th March, 1909, and to enclose in reply a copy of my despatch 
No 88 dated the 19th December, 1908, to the address of His Majesty a Legation. 

•' From this vou will see that l have already been obliged to renew the 
recommendations made by yourself during your tenure of this post and I continue 
of opinion that no other method offers much chance of permanent success. One 
drawback to Messrs. Dixon’s proposal, which has probably occurred to you, would le 
t| m t the tribesmen already understand the meaning of a held telephone, and even 

under present conditions do not always respect the persons of the telegraph gholams, 

and if they once understand that the gholams had standing orders to report their 
misdeeds the service of the latter would become so dangerous that men would not be 
bund willing to undertake it. Unless, therefore, the proposed system were adopted 
merelv as an unobtrusive method of introducing the regular employment of a ioice ot 
™d boards as already recommended by yourself, I fear it would be neither acceptable 
to the"telegraph department nor effective in the suppression of roaJ.obber.es. 1 teai 
therefore, that unless the revolutionary movement in Shiraz would have the effectof 
inducing the nomad chiefs to charge themselves effectively with the protection ol the 
road, there is no alternative to the present disastrous condition of affairs but to press 
on the adoption of your original proposals. &<J 

’ 3. II. BILL. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 611. 

Memorandum on despatch No. 18 of 1909 from Acthuj Consul Bill lo Sit G. Barclay. 

THE proposal made bv His Britannic Majesty’s consul at Shiraz, that the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department shall engage in policing the Bushire-tspnhan road is 
one in which a good many factors have to lie considered. , r. • 

To begin with, under article 2 of the convention between Great Britain and Persia, 
dated the 2nd December, 1872, the employe's of ihe department are placed under the 
special protection of .lie Persian Government. If, therefore, the department reverse, this 
obligation and takes to protecting, it will go far to abrogate its right to he pro ecteil, 
rioht which however ineffective now, is one which should not. be lightly given up. 

8 Another consideration is the financing of the scheme. To Ge strong enough to 
protect the travellers on 300 miles of road a very large increment to the existing staff 
will be required- there are at present some twenty gholams on the section in question , 
to be in any way effective that number must at the lowest computation be multiplied 
hv ten, commanded by additional European officers. It seems hardly likely that 
merchants will submit to the imposition of dues which would cover the cost of so largo 

a " “liter Nasr-ed-Din Shah’s death in 1896 the country from Ispahan to Bushire was 
as disturbed as it is now, hut it settled down to comparative quiet ,m a short time. Dm 
same may occur again, and the services of a special police be no longer required. Ihe 
department would then find itself with a staff much beyond its necessities, and no ones 
would be coining in to cover the extra cost. To reduce the staff to normal dimensions 
would prove difficult, and a considerable sum might have to he disbursed from Bi itisli 
and Indian revenues in the way of compensation or in gratuities. 

\imrt from petty damages, the linos have been allowed to stand through the 
troubles of the past two or three years. This immunity from serious damage is ns much a 
matter of astonishment to the departmental officers us it is to everyone else, and proves 
that the country generally has no quarrel with the department. If the departmental 
attitude change's it is possible such change may operate adversely, and the 
shown for it inav be turned into resentment, and lead to the wholesale destruction ot 
portions of the lines. 

Other points to which attention may be drawn are— 

(1.1 That there will be more risk of injury to employes, European and native, than 
there is at present is obvious; those exposed to such risks will therefore require extra 
pay to cover the cost of insurance &c., before they undertake them. 
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(2.) So large an increase of the personnel will throw much extra work on the 
direction, consequently additional otlico establishment will be required to cope with it. 

(3.) The department recovers sooner or later the cost of petty damages to the line, 
therefore the advantage to it claimed in the proposal is not of much account. It is 
calculated that the scheme would cost at the lowest computation 3,000 tomans a 
month, viz.:— 


Two Europeans, at (say) 125 toranns .. 

Horse allowance, at (say) 12 tomans .. 

Two hundred nien, at (say) 6 tomans .. 

Two hundred horse allowances, at (say) 12 tomans 
Contingencies .. .. .. .. 


Tomans. 

250 

24 

1,200 
1.200 
326 


Say, between £6,000 and £7,000 a-vear, according to the r;ite of exchange. 

R. C. BARKER. 


Inolosure 5 in No. 611. 

Acting Consul Hill to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 29.) 

Sir, Shirnz, July 7, 1909 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 122, dated the 15th June, 1909, to the 
address o£.His Majesty’s Secretary of State, of which I have been favoured with a copy, 

I venture to oiler a few remarks on the position which I understand the director of the 
telegraph department 1ms taken up on the subject. 

In the first place I fully accept Mr. Barkers estimate of the annual extra 
expenditure, which is very much the same as that which \ had myself anticipated. 

I would, however, observe that the Persian merchants of Shiraz have already agreed to 
pay Soulet-ed-Dowleh 17,000 tomans j>er annum (3,400/.) for a very unsatisfactory 
undertaking io police the Firuzabml route from Shiraz to Bushire. It is not, therefore, 
probable that they would raise any objections to paying, roughly, double the sum for 
an eflieient police system over the entire route from Ispahan. Such a sum, I may add, 
would amount to a total charge of little over J per cent, on the total average trade 
of Bushire for the last three years, and a little over 1 per cent, if charged on the 
imports only. It should also be noted that the cost of the existing gholams and the 
annual charge for wilful damage should also be deducted from the total estimated cost 
of the scheme. 

2. The proposal is, however, open to one very serious criticism on the administra¬ 
tive side. The idea originally suggested in my despatch No. 18, dated the 
21st April, 1909, was that tne muleteers should place themselves under the protection 
of the gholams, and that the dues should 1** paid either by them or by the consignees 
of the goods. Even setting aside the difficulty of obtaining cash payments from 
Persians, this system presents the obvious drawback that the greater the success in the 
restoration of order tne less will be the proportion of its cost recoverable from the 
trade, because it is obvious enough that the protection of the gholams would only be 
invoked in the presence of a real and serious danger of robbery ; to meet this objection 
1 would suggest that provisionally at least the cost of the scheme should be covered 
by a single impost to be charged on imports alone at the port of Bushire. It might 
even with the consent of the Powers interested be levied ns a general surtax on the 
existing customs duty and paid directly by the Customs to the telegraph department. 
This suggestion would, of course, entail a certain amount of negotiation, hut it would 
at the same time place the system upon a thoroughly sound financial basis while 
avoiding an enormous number of difficulties in detail. 

3. The exemption of export trade, while not perhaps theoretically justifiable, 
would have the advantage of putting a slight premium on exports, the encouragement 
of which is so eminently desirable in the interests of trade: hut should objections Ixj 
raised there would Ikj no particular difficulty in realising the charge on arrival at 
Busliiro either at a special barrier or at the custom-house itself. 

4. In conclusion, 1 venture to repeat the principal theses of my former despatch, 
viz.: (a) the discovery and application of some effective remedy is a matter of very 
urgent necessity in the interests of the British and Persian Governments equally; 
(5) no remedy is likely to be efficient which does not include constant and competent 
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European supervision ; and (c) under no other system oould such supervision be 
provided with less disturbance of existing conditions and greater respect for the 
sovereignty of the Persian Government. ^ have &c 

' j.’h. bill. 


[34154] No - 612 ‘ 

Mr. O'Beirut to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

gj r ° St. Petersburg/!. September -t, 1909. 

’ I H WE the honour to report that the “ Novoe Vremya f ' yesterday published a 
leading article on Persia, which is satisfactory, as showing that this influential paper 
is for the moment talcing a fairly moderate line witli regard to Iersiaii.affairs. 

The writer observes that the Russian and British legations at Tehran have not 
directlv interfered in the civil war, but that they interceded with the ex-Shah on behalf 
of the nationalists, and tl.at they are now asking the latter to spare the lives of the 
partisans of the fallen monarch. Their voices have at last been heeded, and an 
amnesty has been signed and promulgated, so that all persecution of the defenders ol 
Mohamed Ali should now cease; the saving of the lives and property of even the 
unknown rank and tile of those who did not desert their Sovereign in misfortune is, in 
the paper's opinion, a considerable service rendered by European diplomacy. 

Tho writer goes on to remark that certain other action taken by Russia in Aort i 
Persia has been more directly effective. The secretary of the Russian consul-general, 
accompanied bv officers of General Snarsky’s stall, has visited Karadagh, where he 
met Rahim Khan, who not long ago laid siege to Tabreez. The result of this step was 
the liberation of the nationalist prisoners, the return of 180 camels seized by Rahim 
from Russian subjects, and tho payment of .£ T. 200,000 on account of losses sustained 
by Russians in the course of the revolution. , , , . . , 

Russia, the paper continues, has been reproached and slandered by one of the 
political parties in Persia ; she has been accused of insincerity and dissimulation, and 
all her notions have been misrepresented. The latest events constitute an answer to 
all this At Tehran the Russian Government intervenes on behalf of the; persecuted 
royalists • in Tabreez they induce Rahim to liberate nationalists. Russia therefore 
takes no sides, but only endeavours to mollify political hatred. Her action therefore 
is in every respect beneficent. _ . , . . .. 

As regards the dispatch of Russian troops into Persia, the writer is of opinion 
that Russia has no reason to regret the step, for by that means she helped to 
re-establish the movement of trade along the caravan routes, put a stop to brigandage 
within the zone under the influence of tho troops, and caused the restoration ot 
property to the rightful owners. The writer, however, regrets that there was so much 
delay in sending the troops. 

I have, &c. 

HUGH O'BEIRNE. 







[34158] N °- G13 ‘ 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received September 13.) 

Ujb.>. 187.) ^ Petersburgb, September (i, 1909. 

AS I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 482, Confidential, of the 30th 
ultimo, M. Poklewski expressed the opinion to me on the 26th ultimo that M. Kokovtsoll 
would be strongly opposed to the Russian Bank taking part in the joint advance of 
money to the Porsian Government, which His Majesty s Government then had in 
contemplation, and that the Finance Minister would also refuse to join in an eventual 
Persian loan. M. Sozonoff confirmed this opinion shortly afterwards, informing me that 
M Kokovtsoll at a recent Council of Ministers had declared that there must be an end 
of the system of doles to Persia. The Finance Minister believed. M. Sazunott will 
that the' sum of 3,000,000 roubles due bv tile ex-Shah to the Russian Bank would 
prove to be a bad debt, and lie considered that Russia had lent quite money enough to 
Persia. . „ 

[1065] 1 z 
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M. Poklewski's anticipations proved to be quite correct, so far as the joint advance 
was concerned, for, as I had the honour to report in iny telegram No. 428 of the 1st instant, 
the Finance Minister refused his assent to any advance by the Russian Bank. I had, 
however, a further conversation with M. Poklewski on the 1st instant, at which he 
expressed the opinion that this decision might possibly be reconsidered, lie said that 
as the money tor the purpose had actually been set aside, Russia would not refuse to 
advance it merely on the ground of the change in regime at Tehran. - On the other 
hand, she would insist on the same conditions from the Persian Government as would 
have been required from the late Shah. He also gave me to understand that Russia 
might not eventually refuse to participate in a regular loan, and proceeded to explain 
that what he had in contemplation was the issue of a Persian loan jointly guaranteed 
by the British and Russian Governments. 

M. Poklewski had not seen the Finance Minister since our former conversation, 
and I do not suppose that he had any good grounds for believing that the Minister's 
opposition to a joint advance, or to participate in an eventual loan, would be less decided 
than I had been previously led to expect. What M. Poklewski said to me probably 
represents the views prevailing in the Russian Foreign Oflice on the subject. It is 
possible that M. Kokovtsoff could be induced by some pressure to advance to the Persian 
Government a portion of the sum which has already been provided with that intention, 
subject of course to strict supervision of its expenditure. Me might also, perhaps, be 
willing tojoiu in an Anglo-Russian guarantee of a Persian loan if he was satisfied that 
the payment of interest was fully secured by the Persian revenues still available; but 
he will certainly make the greatest difficulty in future about agreeing to any proposal 
which would involve the assignment of fresh sums out of the Imperial Treasury for the. 
purpose o£giving financial assistance to Persia. 

1 have, &c 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[34159] No. 614. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Gren.—(deceived September 13.) 

(No. 488.) . # 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 0, 1909. 

THE attitude taken up by the Tehran committee towards Russia must in any case 
have aroused a good deal of resentment on the part of the Russian Government, but 
it bos been particularly irritating to them because it seemed to afford a kind of 
justification for the criticisms directed from certain quarters against Russia's recent 
policy in Persia. Russians who disapprove of M. Isvolsky’s Persian policy—and they 
are neither few nor without inHuence—maintained at the time of the popular struggle 
with Mahommed Ali that the triumph of the nationalists would mean so severe a blow 
to Russian prestige that Russia should at all costs uphold the authority of the 
ex-Shah. These critics consider that Russia made a serious mistake when, following 
the advice of Great Britain, she allowed the revolution in Persia to take its course, 
and Mahommed Ali to l»e driven from the throne; and they are very ready to seize 
on such incidents as the dismissal of Russians hitherto employed in the Persian service, 
the appointment of governors objectionable to Russia and other manifestations of an 
anti-Russian spirit as affording proof of the correctness of their view. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has spoken to me several times during 
the last few days regarding the refractory attitude of the Committee, and lie ullowed 
me to read the telegram from M. Sabline referred to by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram 
No. 710 of the 1st instant, iu which the clmrgC d'affaires suggested to the Russian 
Government that they should consider the course which they would take in order 
to bring the committee to reason, M. Sazonoff himself took the matter with considerable 
calm. While expressing in a general way his concurrence in M. Sablino's opinion 
that the Persian authorities must be brought to respect Russia's predominant position 
in North Persia, he has not given me to understand that he contemplated taking any 
very drastic steps at Tehran. I informed His Excellency of the language which you 
hud used to the Persian Minister in London with regard to the proposed dismissal of 
M. Smirnoff, and I have also kept him informed of the different steps taken by 
Sir G. Barclay to influence the committee to a conciliatory sense ; and M. Sazonott 
has more than once expressed to me his warm appreciation of the support received 
from His Majesty's Government and from the British Legation. 
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As regards the case of M. Smirnoff, the chief anxiety of the Russian Government 
seems to be to avoid the unfortunate effect on Russian public opinion that would be 
produced by his summary dismissal, especially if it was accompanied by that of the 
Russian doctor. If the Persian Government are resolved to dispense eventually with 
M. Smirnoffs services, the Russian Government would wish him to retain his present 
position, at any rate nominally, for some little time to come. They would of course 
prefer that he should ultimately be replaced by another Russian who would not be 
personally objectionable to the nationalists; but if the Persian Government will not 
agree to such an arrangement M. Sazonoff would I think acquiesce in the Shah no 
longer having a Russian tutor charged with his general education, so long as the 
tutor appointed in his place was a Persian. M. Sazouoff would expect however that a 
Russian teacher should bo engaged as well as teachers of other languages. I understand 
that M. Poklewski will be given considerable latitude iu dealing with this question on 
his arrival at Tehran. 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke to me on the 1st instant regarding 
the unsatisfactory behaviour of Mukhbir-es-Sultaneh, the newly appointed governor 
at Tabreez. He stated that Mukhbir had declined to call on the Russian commanding 
officer and had generally taken up an attitude of protestation against the presence of 
the Russian troops. While admitting the difficulties of the governor's position 
M. Sazanoff remarked that his unfriendly behaviour was part and parcel of the whole 
Persian attitude. I informed His Excellency t wo days later of the counter-complaint 
made to you by the Persian Minister regarding the action of the Russian general. 
M. Sazonoff appeared to think that there were probably faults on both sides. He said 
that Mukhbir-es-Sultaueh has complained amongst other things of General Snarsky 
having interfered in the civil administration of the town. He believed that there was 
some ground for this complaint and had caused instructions to be sent to the general 
througn the military authorities to abstain in the future from issuing orders in matters 
connected with the civil administration. 

M. Poklewski, as I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 482 of the 30th 
ultimo, spoke to me oil the 27th ultimo in terms of extreme irritation regarding the 
unfriendly attitude taken up by the Tehran committee, and intimated that it would be 
necessary to take strong measures of some kind to make the Persians understand the 
real position of affairs. At a subsequent conversation which I had with him on the 4th 
instant, however, he appeared to take a less pessimistic view of the question.' He 
expressed the opinion that Russia could not well deliver a sort of ultimatum to Persia 
with regard to her general attitude, hut that she ought to make use of the opportunities 
that would arise, as for instance when the moment came for considering the withdrawal 
of the Russian troops, or when there was a question of advancing money to the 
Pej-sians, in order to bring the Persian authorities to make the necessary concessions in 
the matters as to which Russia must insist. He gave me to understand that the Russian 
Government set great store by the statement you made to M. Isvolsky at Cowes to the 
effect that His Majesty’s Government would co-operate with Russia in order to prevent 
changes in Persia which would be to her disadvantage. M. Poklewski reinnrkcd that it was 
of extreme importance to Russia to have received formal assurances on this point, and ho 
evidently considered that they would be of great value to the Russian Government iu 
any further differences that might arise between the Persian Government and 
themselves. 

T have, &c. 

HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


[34200] No. 615.* 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 00. Consular.) 

Sir, Therapiu, Septembers, 1909 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which 
reached me yesterday from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad, on the subject 
of a proposal, of which up to the present I have had no knowledge, to transfer the 
consulate-general at Bagdad from the Indian to the Levant consular service. 

Colonel Ramsay's arguments against this proposal seem to me sound in every way, 
and I have the houour to recommend them to your most favourable consideration. I 
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deprecate the proposed change altogether, as it appears to me that it would be extremely 
detrimental to British interests, more especially at this moment, when it is essential that 
British influence and prestige in those regions’should make themselves felt. 

I have, &c. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 615. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mamsay to Government of India. 

... Bagdad, August 7,1909. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in foreign department telegram 
No. *285 S, I have the honour to submit my views on the proposal to transfer the consulate- 
general at Bagdad from the Indian to the i^evaut consular service. 

2. In the India Office the Bagdad post appears to have been treated as if it was on 
all fours with the consular posts in inland Persia, but I venture to suggest that the 
proposal to withdraw an Indian officer from Bagdad should be considered on its merits, 
without reference .to inland Persian posts. Such of the latter as are held by officers 
of the Indian service are, to the best of my belief, of comparatively recent creation, they 
have never been, and have never pretended to be, more than consular posts, and our 
representatives have probably to deal with uo large Indian population except at 
Meshed. 

At Bagdad the reverse is the case. The Bagdad residency has a traditional 
influence, acquired bv more than a century of liberal expenditure. There is no comparison 
between the style in which it is maintained and the style of the establishments kept up 
by other Bowers. It dates back to the time when the Government of India used 
to make treaties with the Pasha of Bagdad, when the resident had under his orders a 
flotilla of gun-boats which used to freely navigate the waters of Mesopotamia, when 
the resident was in touch with the chief Arab sheikhs of the country, in fact, it 
may truthfully lx; said that at one time the resident at Bagdad was the most powerful 
man in Mesopotamia. I have read in the old records letters from the Pasha of Bagdad 
asking the resident to assist with his ships at Bussorah and against the Arab tribes, 
and asking for his advice in international questions. All this has changed with the 
introduction of the telegraph and better means of communication, the introduction of 
a more centralised Government into Turkey, and the appointment of consular represen- 
tivesof other Powers. So much has it changed that Europeans who have not studied 
the history of the past are apt to forget the past. The Arabs, however, except that 
they are better armed, are very much what they were 100 years ago, for information 
and guidance they rely more on tradition than on the telegraph, and the result of this 
is that they consider tin* English us the foreign nation. The Turks they despise and 
bato ns a corrupt and inefficient body of robbers and cheats, while they have been taught 
in tiie past to trust the word of an Englishman, and to believe in the real power that 
lies behind him. Their traditions tell them that we are in a different plane from other 
nations, and when they compare the British establishment with other consulates, they 
feel convinced that there has been no real change. 1 will give a few instances to show 
wlmt I mean :— 

Only a few days ago the Nakib of Bagdad, the most influential Sunni Mohammedan 
in the country, when talking to Sir William Willcocks, pointed to the new residency 
buildings and said that bound others looked upon our expenditure and establishment 
here as a sure sign of the interest we have in tiie country. How would the uneducated 
sheikhs be likely to interpret visible reductions? 

It will lie remembered that our steamers were fired on in 1906 and again in 1908. 

I think no one doubts that the Arabs fired on us because they wanted us"to force the 
'l urks to treat them justly. They had no nuarrel with us, and they had a feeling 
that justice would Ikj done to them if we could be dragged into their quarrel. After 
t he second attack 1 took pains to let it he known that the Arabs were mistaken in 
supposing that they could force us to lie their advocates by such methods, and during 
the very serious river disturbances of 1909 the British steamers, when they were alone" 
were only once molested by a few irresponsible Arabs, and the only time that the 
British steamer was seriously attacked was when she was in company with Turkish 
steamers carrying large nuuil>ers of troops for offensive purposes. 

One night, when I was going dowu the Tigris in the “ Comet,” we reached the 
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village of a sheikh who expressed a wish to see me, unfortunately the message was not 
delivered to me till we had left. I was then informed that he had said, “ This is our 
ship and our beg (officer), how is it that he was not able to see us ? ” 

Going down the Euphrates as the guest of Sir William Willcocks, when wo got to 
the most disturbed part of the river, near Suk-esh-Sheyukh, the Turkish official who was 
with us begged us to pull down the Turkish flag and hoist the British flag, as he said 
that \\e should otherwise certainly be fired at. 

When Sir William Willcocks was arranging for the survey of the country between 
the 'Tigris and the Euphrates near Bagdad he saw u uumber of the influential sheikhs of 
the powerful Delaim tribe. They said that his operations might have very serious 
consequences for them, and that they could not allow the work to on unless Sir 
William gave his promise as an Englishman that the survey should be done by English¬ 
men, and that no engineering pro}*>sals should he made which would be hurtful to the 
Arabs. The sheikhs said that they would accept no promises made on behalf of the 
Turkish Government, but they wanted the word of au Englishman, because they knew 
from experience that they couid trust it. 

3. The Arabs judge by experience, tradition, and appearances. Whether our 
reputation among them is worth what it has cost us in the past is not the question that 
need now he considered, hut rather the question whether we should at the present time 
do anything that may diminish our influence. 

There is no Anglo-Russian agreement in force at Bagdad, and the Turks seem to be 
quite incapable of governing the country. 

On the Lower Euphrates they are unable to collect any revenue, even within gun¬ 
shot of the Naseriyeh Fort. On the greater part of the Lower Tigris they are able to 
collect very little, and there are annual military expeditions to the east and west to 
collect revenue. In fact, l think 1 am only expressing the universal opinion when I say 
that the Turks do not govern the country and that their position is precarious. 
Turkish rule in Arabia may. of course, continue for many years, but there is always a 
possibility that the Arabs will oust it. If Sir William Willcocks* schemes art^ carried 
out, external pressure will force the Turks to introduce some semblance of decent 
government, but the initiative will in that case have to come from foreigners, for the 
Turks have no men of experience in the art of civilised government. 

4. I am therefore strongly of opinion that no change should be made in Bagdad, 
which might he misunderstood by the sheikhs, until it is definitely known whether this 
country is going to be really developed or not. If it is not, an occasion may at 
any time arise when we shall have need of all our influence; if it is developed, 
Bagdad will be brought into railway communication with the Mediterranean, and it 
would then lost* its isolated position and its import tnce as an outpost of British 
interests. 

5. 1 have tried to show above that it would be unwise in the present critical 
state of Turkish affairs materially to reduce the style and status of the British 
representative at Bagdad There would not lie any great saving unless the “ Comet,* 
the residency surgeon, und the sepoy guard were abolished. The saving on the consul- 
general’s salary would not perhaps be as large as at first appears, tor it would surely be 
considered fair to give a man more for living in Bagdad than for living, say, in Salonica 
or Beirout, and lie would no doubt expect concessions in the way of leave and counting 
bis service for pension. 

It may be argued that there would lie a great saving in the cost of the office 
establishment. Here, again, it would be uuwise to draw inferences from other posts in 
Turkey. 1 do not think that elsewhere the courts can bo ms dilatory and inefficient as 
they are here. Cases of the simplest nature are heard day after day, and an immense 
amount of the dragoman*S time is taken up without result. At most places the British 
subjects are probably Europeans of respectable position, but at Bagdad, including 
Karbala, there are about 1,800 Indians who are registered as British subjects. These 
have mostlv been born in the country of Arab or Persian mothers, and have become 
land-holders united by many ties with the people of the country, with the result that 
there are sometimes two or three eases in the courts on the some day at which the 
British dragoman lias to attend. He often has to attend the court at Kadhimain, which 
is about 5 miles from Bagdad. 

The office establishment might he less well paid, but it would lie less efficient, and 
the saving would uot lie very great. 1 have ventured to lay my views before his 
Excellency the Ambassador iii regard for the need for increasing the office estublish- 
meuts maintained by consular olliceis, and 1 enclose copies and extracts ot some letters 
[16(151 * & A 
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which I have received. These show that the result of an efficient office establishment 
is appreciated, if the necessity for it is not admitted. 

G. The Foreign Office, in addition to urging financial grounds for transferring 
Bagdad to the consular service, has urged that the consul-general should be under the 
sole control of the Ambassador at Constantinople, and that Indian political and 
commercial interests would not sutler by the change. I have certainly considered 
myself, while at Bagdad, as entirely under his Excellency’s orders, and I have seen 
nothing in the records to show that my predecessors have held a contrary opinion. 
Consequently it seems to me that the argument that the consul-general should be under 
the sole crlfitrol of the Ambassador is sufficiently answered by the statement that lie 
already considers himself so. 

I venture to think that an officer with Indian experience can more usefully serve 
the political and commercial interests of India than can un officer of the consular 
service. 

As regards commercial interests, an officer of the consular service would be at a 
disadvantage, because he would probably know little about the products of India, lie 
would not know the best sources of information, and he would be able to supply 
enquirers with little first-hand knowledge. These difficulties might of course he 
partially mot by addressing all communications to the Government of India, and leaving 
it to that Government to send them on t<> the person concerned; but the fact would 
always remain that an officer of the consular service would lack that personal interest 
in India without which lie could no doubt work with honest effort, but not with 
enthusiasm. 

P is the political interests of India which will, I think, suffer most by the with¬ 
drawal of an Indian officer. Since the consul at Bussorah lias been appointed from the 
Levant service, t he resident at Bagdad is the only officer in Turkish Arabia with any 
knowledge of India and Indians. There is not only a resident population of about 
1,800 Indians, but there are large numbers of pilgrims who pass through on their way 
to Karbala and Nedjef, and Sir William Willcoeks lias proposed importing 
15,0ii0 Indian labourers. Whether he does or not, if the irrigation of Mesopotamia 
is undertaken, the Indian population will largely increase by the immigration ol traders, 
artisans, and labourers, niaiiv of whom will probably settle down in the country. 

This office lias a great deal of work connected with India. It distributes the Oudh 
bequest which amounts to 8,000/. a-vear; it pays a number of pensioners and 
Wasikadars ; it finances the whole establishment by cheques drawn on the Government 
of India ; it lias the control of the post-office : and it is continually being applied to for 
assistance by Indians. Pilgrims of* all classes conn* here, and often find themselves in 
difficulties, generally of a pecuniary nature. Borne are gentlemen of position, some 
are or have been servants of Government, some come from the native States, including 
distant parts of Cashmere, and some are little more than beggars. It requires a good 
deal of experience of Indians correctly to distinguish the deserving from the undeserving. 
To some 1 give money, to others I give loans, and some I decline to help. Bo far, I 
have made no bad debts, but 1 doubt if a consular officer would be equally fortunate. 
He would not have the experience to enable him to judge between different claimants, 
and he would not have sufficient knowledge of India to enable him to ascertain the 
probability of recovering money lent. 1 think that the help given to Indians in trouble 
must have a good effect on the Mohammedans of India, and it would not be to our 
political advantage for the Mohammedan Anjumnns to think that the interests of their 
co-religionists were lieing less well looked after than in the past. 

It is very difficult tor uneducated Indians to explain their troubles to a man who 
understands neither their language nor their country. On one occasion a man came all 
the way from Jaffa to Bagdad to see me, because he said that lie and his companions 
had been put in gaol and lie could get no assistance, so lie hud come to Bagdad to ask 
help of the sahib from India. I found that he was a British Indian subject, but he had 
been refused assistance because, in reply to a question, In* had said that he was an 
Afghan, lie was an Afghan by race, but he was a resident of the Koliat district, aud 
some of his companions were also British subjects. 

Considering that India, according to the latest information at my disposal, pays 
1,400/. u-year for the consulate at Bussorah, and will pay half tin* cost of the Bagdad 
establishment, it seems fair that at least at one place there should be an officer of the 
Indian Government. 

As resident 1 do many little services for Indians free of charge, for which I should 
hnvo to charge consular fees if 1 did them as consul-general. It »s, perhaps, not a very 
important matter, but little kindnesses are much appreciated by Indians. Here they 
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feel like strangers in a strange land, and seem delighted to meet a responsible officer 
who understands their difficulties. 

7. Sir William Willcoeks and the schemes which he is preparing seem to me to 
form the chief factors in the problem. If his schemes are not carried out it is difficult 
to see how the Turkish finances are to be put on a sound basis and a decent Govern¬ 
ment established ; while without these supports the Ottoman Government can scarcely 
hope to withstand the strain that will be put upon it by internal dissensions over a 
large area in which the Turks are foreigners neither liked nor respected. 

Should the schemes be cairied through they will probably attract a large number 
of Indians, and they will certainly lead to a period of great commercial activity, which 
will not allow of any reductions in the office establishment. If the schemes are carried 
out with British capital it seems clear that we shall require some guarantee that the 
money is properly spent, and that in important, matters of local administration our views 
receive respectful consideration. The financial control might be arranged through a 
bank perhaps, but the political control could best be exercised by the resident and 
consul-general For work of this kind 1 cannot help thinking that an officer of the 
Indian Political Department would be be>t fitted. He is likely to have had experience 
of advising native chiefs, of directly administering a district, of dealing with 
Mohammedan tribes, and of judicial work. A consular officer has probably enjoyed 
few of these advantages, while he would not even have hud the advantage of seeing 
an oriental country well governed. In the matter of advising a vuli on practical 
questions of administration the consular officer would be to the officer of the Indiau 
Political Department as an amateur is to an expert. 

8. 1-urther, 1 think it is against the interest of the Young Turk Government 
that anything should be done which the Arabs can take as a sign that our interest 
in this country is diminishing. The employment of Sir William Willcoeks and a 
number of British .engineers is taken as an unmistakable sign that the present Turkish 
Government enjoys our friendly assistance and approval. But for this the survey 
parties would never have been able to move about freely, as they have done, in the 
tracts where Turkish authority is no more than nominal, i have confidentially consulted 
Sir \\ illiam Willcoeks on the proposal to reduce the status of the residency and consulate- 
general, and he tells me that lie would consider an v reduction as a most serious impediment 
to Ins work. He says that Lis surveys have only been possible owing to British influence, 
and tin* confidence which the Arabs have that we will do nothing to injure them. He 
has gone so far as to say that if there is any sign of our withdrawing, in outward 
appearance^ from our paramount position in Mesopotamia he will not feel justified in 
taking the risk of sending survey parties into outlying and disturbed parts of the 
country. I have personally no doubt that, unsupported by British influence, the Turkish 
Government would be unable to arrange for the surveys. 

U. His Majesty’s Ambassador is inclined to favour the const ruction of a railway 
from Bagdad to the Mediterranean by British c tpital or under British control. Such a 
railway is essential to the development of the country, but perhaps it cannot be 
constructed without raising questions regarding the railway rights of German and 
rrench groups. It seems to me important that we should keep up all external 
appearances of influence anil power until discussion of this subject is closed, for 
the more we show our determination to keep the position we have earned by a century 
of sacrifice and expenditure the better terms are we likely to get. 

10. 1 am addressing you in a separate communication regarding certain confidential 
matters concerning Bir William Willcoeks. 

11. Put briefly, the arguments which I have ventured to urge are as follows:— 

l he question of a change at Bagdad should lie considered separately from questions 
connected with inland posts in Persia, because for more than a century Bagdad lias been 
maintained m a style out of all proportion to foreign consulates here. The resident has 
in the past exercised a unique influence in the country, and in the estimation of the 
people he still enjoys much of his past power, but he is likely to lose this if reductions 
are insisted on. 

I lie inland Persian consulates are of recent creation, aud have not the same close 
connection with large Indian interests. 

The present is the worst possible moment for making reductions. The Turkish 
Empire, is poetically in a state of revolution. It rules an alien population which 
detests it, and this is especially true of Turkish Arabia. It is in financial straits, and 
its only means of escape seems to be the development of Mesojiotamia. If irrigation 
works are carried out it will be convenient to have at Bagdad as British represonta- 
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tive an officer who has had some experience of governing in oriental countries. It 
irrigation is not introduced, the hold of Turkey on the country is precarious. Should 
the Arabs prove too strong for the Turks we shall need all our influence. 

Very little will be saved by changing the Indian officer for a consular officer, unless 
the “Comet," doctor, and sepoy guard are abolished. The abolition of these would be 
locally interpreted as an inclination to withdraw from our position. The Turks are not 
strong enough to get the irrigation surveys completed, and the engineers working under 
Sir William Willcocks have only been able to go to all parts of the country because they 
were Englishmen 

If the Arabs think that our interest in the country is waning. Sir William 
Willcocks will hesitate to send out his parties, and thus for a small saving the early 
development of this ricli country may be jeopardised. 

It is to our interest in India that there should be at least one officer of standing in 
Turkish Arabia who can understand and appreciate the difficulties of the large Indian 
population, both permanent and floating. 

If reduction is desirable, the most suitable time for bringing it into force will be 
when Bagdad is brought into railway communication with the Mediterranean. 

12. I should, perhaps, state in conclusion that my opinions are not biassed by auy 
pergonal consideration, however unconsciously, for I some months ago asked the Govern¬ 
ment of India to allow me to leave Bagdad shortly, and since l began the preparation 
of the letter 1 have been offered an appointment in India. 

I have, &c\ 

J. It AM.SAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and Ilis Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General , Bmjdad. 

P.S.—I have examined the first 500 entries in my register of letters received in 
1008 with the following result:— 

Letters from India 
Other letters 
Letters from Kmbass) 

Total .. ,. .. .. .. 500 

J. It. 


.. 262 

.. 226 

12 


Inclosure 2 in No. GI5. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 

Sir, Constantinople , September 4, 1900. 

1 HASTEN to express to you my best thunks for your despatch No. 07 of the 
6th August, with its very interesting enclosures regarding the probable demand for 
mechanical pumps in Mesopotamia. 

1 appreciate your elforts on behalf of British trade, and I am writing to draw the 
particular attention of the Foreign Office to the opening for British manufacturers 
which you have brought to the notice of the Board of Trade. 

I sincerely trust that you will continue to give the matter your attention, and that 
the assistance you are rendering to British commerce in Mesopotamia will be attended 
with satisfactory results. 

I am, &c. 

N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 015. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 

Sir, Constantinople , January 30, 1907. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 130 of the 31st ultimo, enclosing copy of your 
letter to Messrs. RntFael Brothers respecting the market for high-speed looms in 
Mesopotamia. It is with great pleasure that 1 have learnt of your action in the matter, 
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and I am convinced that such enterprise on the part of consular officials and British 
trade agents is calculated to produce satisfactory results. 

I am, «fec. 

N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 015. 

Sir A r . O’Conor to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 

Sir, Constantinople , April 10, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 22 of the 
19th ultimo, reporting the steps which you have taken to bring to the notice of British 
firms the requirements of the cuncesaionnaires of the Nedjef Kufa tramway in respect of 
plant and carriages, and I wish to express my warm approval of the activity which you 
have displayed in this and other kindred matters. 

I am, &c. 

N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 5 iu No. 615. 

Sir N. O'Conor to British Resident. 

Sir, Constantinople, March 17, 1908. 

I FORWARDED to Mis Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign A flairs 
Major Ramsay’s despatch No. 115 of the 16th October last, on the subject of the right 
of British vessels to navigate the Tigris aliove Bagdad, and I have now received 
instructions from Sir E. Grev to convey to Major Ramsay the thanks of His Majesty's 
Government for his interesting report. 

Should events or special circumstances suggest or favour an opportunity of 
navigating the Tigris above Bagdad there is no objection to Major Ramsay taking 
advantage of it. 

I am, &c. 

(For the Ambassador), 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 016. 

Sir G. Lowther to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 

Sir, Therapia, December 12. 1908. 

I FORWARDED to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
copy of your despatch No. 84 of the 22nd August, forwarding a note on consular efforts 
made to encourage trade in Bagdad during the last two years, and I have now received 
a despatch from Sir Edward Grey in reply, requesting me to express to you his thanks 
for your concise and interesting report, and his appreciation of the energv and enter¬ 
prise which it shows. Copies of your report have been circulated to iFis Majesty’s 
consular officers in Turkey and Asia Minor. 

Sir Edward Grey is considering, in consultation with the Board of Trade, vour 
proposal that in future similar reports should be required from all consular officers for 
circulation among their colleagues in the country in which they reside. 

I am, &c. 

GERARD LOWIHER. 


Inolo8ure 7 in No. 015. 

Board of Trade to Foreiyn Office. 

Sir, Board of Trade, May 3, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Board of Trade to advert to your letter of the 
4th December, transmitting copv of a despatch from llis Majesty’s Ambassador at 
[1665] ’ 5B 
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Constantinople, with notes by His Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad, in regard to the 
promotion of British trade in hiB consular district. 

With reference thereto, I am to say that the Board fully concur in Sir Gerard 
Lowther’s remarks as to the great credit which is due to Major Ramsay for the pains 
which he has taken in this matter, and the success which he has achieved. 

I am accordingly to suggest that, should Sir E. Grey see no objection, an expression 
of the Hoard's appreciation ol his work in the interests of British trade, and of the notes 
transmitted by His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, may be conveyed to Major 
Ramsay, together, with their thanks for the assistance rendered by him to Mr. C. E. 
Akers in the course of his recent enquiry. 

I have, &c. 

_ G. R. ASKWITH, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 615. 


Director, Commercial Department, Board of Trade, London, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 


(Semi-official.) 

Dear Colonel Ramsay, Board of Trade, Julu 9,1909. 

# o • © « *o 


ASSURING you of my most earnest desire to second your strenuous efforts in the 
direction of helping British trade, I am, &c. 


THOMAS WORTHINGTON. 


[34386] No. 616. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 13.) 

Sir, _ India Office, September 11,1909. 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd August, 1909, 
ns to the services rendered by certain members of the staff of His Majesty’s Legation at 
Tehran and other gentlemen during the events at Tehran which culminated in the 
deposition of the late Shah. 

in reply I am to say that Lord Morley fully agrees with Secretary Sir E. Grey as 
to the conduct of these gentlemen, and that he will request the Government of India 
to convey to Major C. B. Stokes and Major W. F. T. O’Connor, on beliall of His 
Majesty's Government, an expression of appreciation of their services. 

I am further directed to enclose copy of a minute by the director-in-chief of the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department regarding the conduct of the staff of that 
department during the same crisis. 

Lord Morley would be glad, subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, 
to authorise Mr. Kirk to make a communication to the staff on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government in the terms that he recommends. Lord Morley would also propose to 
authorise .Mr. Kirk to make to Ur. Scott an intimation similar to that which will l>e 
made to Major Stokes and Major O'Connor. 

I am, Ac. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure in No. 616. 

Minute by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department dated 
August 26, 1909. 

ON the 18th July, 1909, the British Minister at Tehran addressed a letter to the 
director of telegraphs, Mr. Barker, in which he said :— 

" Owing to press of business I have not been able before to express my high 
appreciation of the courage, coolness, and good sense shown by the British community 
during the very trying conditions of lust week. 1 beg you to lie good enough to convey 
this message to the members of your staff, and to express to them my gratitude for 
their conduct.’’ 
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The distance between the telegraph quarters at Tehran and the telegraph office, 
which is situated in the artillery square, is over a mile. The square was held by the 
Royalists, and the streets outside by the Nationalists. During the four days, 13th to 
lGth July, there was heavy firing going on incessantly between the attacking and 
defending forces. All the telegraph signallers, however, regularly attended at the office 
when due for duty, and ran the risk of being shot as they walked to and from the office 
in the firing that went on. The telegraph office could not deliver messages, but the 
urgent messages from the British and Russian Ministers received from Gulahek for the 
Sipahdur and Sardar Assad, the Nationalist leaders, were telephoned to the telegraph 
quarters and delivered from there by the general service clerks, as the Persian 
messengers were afraid to venture out. ’ A repair to the telephone line to Gulahek was 
carried opt at much risk by a general service clerk, as the head gholam hesitated to 
expose himself until tile clerk accompanied him. In fact, all the staff behaved admirably 
under very trying conditions. 

I feel sure that it would be an encouragement to the telegraph stall' at Tehran, and 
in Persia generally, if the Secretary of State would be pleased to recognise the good 
conduct of thejmen at Tehran. I would therefore ask that I may be allowed to notify 
to the stufi at lehran that the Secretary of State had much appreciated the coolness, 
courage, and cheerful spirit with which, it had been reported to him, the telegraph staff 
at Tehran had carried out their duties during the fighting in July last between the 
Royalist and Nationalist forces. 

H. A. KIRK. 


[34388J 


No. 617. 


Gulahek, September 13, 1909. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 727.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

RUSSIAN troops at Tabreez. 

Please, sec my telegram No. 697 of the 27th August. 

I have received the following telegram No. 189 of the 13th September from Ills 
Majesty s acting consul-general at Tabreez:— 


I learn front my Russian colleague that yesterday, after conferring with the 
military authorities, he and General Snarsky telegraphed in identic terms to 
St. Petersburgh, advising that the reduction of troops indicated in my telegram 
No. 184 (repented in Tehran telegram above referred to) be at once taken in hand so 
that it limy be completed by the middle of next month. The general and his staff 
would thus leave Tabresz with the bulk of the troops. 

“On this occasion my Russian colleague appears to be treating tlio matter more 
seriously. 


[34393] 


No. 618. 


Gulahek, September 13, 1909. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 728.) ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN Government and committee. 

An advisory commission of forty members has now replaced the committee to 
which the name of “ Directoire ” had recently been given. The members of the 
defunct body are included in the new commission. 

Henceforward the Cabinet is to be subjected to no external restraint. 

It is stated that the cause of this change is that, with Mohammed Ali's departure 
normal conditions have been restored. ’ 







[34473] 


No. 619. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received September 14.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , September 13, 1909. 

WITH reference to Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 8th instant, relative to the service of the 
Anglo-Indian loan to Persia, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, that on 
the understanding that the customs receipts at Bunder Abbas, Lingah, and Aliwaz are 
sufficient for the service of the Government loan, they offer no objection to the release 
of the Mohammerah receipts for the purpose of the Imperial Bank’s loan. 

My Lords gather from Sir G. Barclay’s telegram that no payments on account of 
the Anglo-Indian loan have been made siuee that referred to iu the letter from the 
India Office "of the 17th February last, namely, a sum of l3j60H., representing interest 
due on the 4th April, 1907. In these circumstances my Lords would be glad to be 
informed whether the Secretary of State does not consider that the time has arrived 
when the Persian Government should be pressed for a further payment. 

I am, &e. 

G. H. MURRAY. 


1 34482] No. 620. 

Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office. — (Received September 14.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street , Manchester , September 13, 1909. 

REFERRING to your Inter of the 31st ultimo, we should be glad to hear if you 
have any further news from Tehran us to the results of Sir G. Barclay’s efforts on the 
Moin’s behalf, and whether the Mow’s position as regards his concession is altered in 
any way since you wrote on the 31st August. 

We are, &c. 

ELLINGER AND CO. 


[34496] No. 021. 

Sir A. Nicolson to s ir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 444.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 14, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persia. 

Information reached me that an application has been made by the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to the Russian Bank at Tehran, through the Persian Minister here, for the sum 
of 200,0001. As regards the view taken by the Russian Government, I will enquire and 
report. 


[345061 No. 022. 

Sir A. .\i co I son to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 445.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh , September 14, 1909. 

ADVANCE to the Persian Government. 

Please see my telegram No 444 of this morning. 

1 was told to-day by M. Sazonow that, in view of tin* unfriendly attitude adopted 
by the Persian Government of late towards tin; Russian Government, latter du not feel 
at all inclined to authorise any advance. In the request just made to the Russian 
Government there was no mention of any control; and 1 have considerable doubts 
whether permission will lie given to the Russian Bank to make any advance of however 
moderate an amount to the Persian Government. The question might be reconsidered 
were the attitude of the latter towards Russia to change. 

In reply to question of Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs as to how the. matter 
of an advance by the Imperial Bank stood. I said that I would enquire by telegraph. 
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main objection of the Persian authorities, and might indeed be welcomed by them 
as indicating a means for restoring, as soon as possible, ordinary peaceful and 
commercial avocations. 

I am to express the hope that this proposal commends itself to the Secretary of 
State and that he will be able to give it his support. 

I am, &c. 

WALTER SPEAK MAN, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 625. 

Joint Letter communicated to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Dear Sir, Manchester, August 31,1909. 

WE are greatly obliged by your sending us the copy of the reply to the petition 
on the state of affairs in mid and southern Persia, and are gratified to learn that this 
matter is having the serious attention of His Majesty’s Government. We note that 
tin* chief.clifliculty in the way of establishing a system of road guards to protect the 
trade routes is the raising of funds for the payment of these men’s wages. 

We are well aware, from conversations with His Majesty's consuls in Persia, that 
it has been very definitely laid down that in no manner whatever or under any name 
at all are the octroi duties formerly in force in Persia to be re-established. However, 
we do not think there can be any objection to the establishment of a system of tolls 
at various stations along the caravan routes on the principle that the goods should 
pay tolls according to the distance travelled; thus, goods destined for Shiraz, for 
instance, would pay less than goods destined for Tehran. We feel convinced that 
an arrangement ot this sort would present no insu]>erab!e difficulties, and we know 
as a result of many conversations with native Persian merchants in various parts 
of Persia that they would gladly pay these tolls if they were guaranteed the safe 
delii ■ erv of their goods at destination. 

We are aware of ihe embarrassment of the Persian Government for funds, 
referred to in the letter from the Foreign Office dated the 18th instant. Nevertheless, 
we think it should be understood that tolls should only be levied pending the Persian 
Government being in a different financial position. We make the suggestion in the 
hope that it may prove practicable, and if you will be good enough to forward it on 
to the projKjr quarters you will greatly oblige, yours faithfully, 

PH. ZIEGLER AND Co. 

LYON, LORD, and Co. 

H. C. DIXON and Co. 

LIVINGSTONE, ZKYTOOX. and Co. (Limited). 

CHAS. I. SASSOON and Co. 


[34624] No. 626. 

Sir A. Nicotson to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received September 15.) 

(No. 448.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh , September 15, 1009. 

AT an interview which I had to-day with the Minister of Finance, his Excellency 
told me that personally he is opposed to any advance being made to the Persian 
Government, hut that lie would follow in the footsteps of His Majesty's Government if 
latter are anxious to make advance. I replied that in the absence of proper control 
over expenditure I was sure you would not make an advance, and that the Persian 
Government appear to bo unwilling to concede the question of control. The Minister 
of Financo said that lie thought even a control would be exceedingly difficult to exercise, 
in view of the fuct that the situation at Tehran was so obscure aud so precarious. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 4G3.) y 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 15, 1909. 

1 SEE nothing against releasing Mohammerah receipts for service of bank loan 
as suggested in your telegram No. 715 of the 4th September, if, as you say, Bunder 
Abbas, Lingah, and Alnvaz receipts are sufficient for Government loan* 


Sir Edward Grev to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No- 1310.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 15, 1009. 

AUVANG1'. to Persian Government by Imperial Dank. 

See your telegram No. 145 of yesterday. 

No further news lias reached us regarding the advance since Sir G. Barclay’s 
telegram No. 71.) of the 7th instant, which, together with my roplv of the same date 
(No. loG to lehran), was repeated to you, and yve do not know whether any decision 
has been come to by the bank authorities. 


Sir Edward Grev to Sir ,1. Nicolson. 

(No. 1311.) 

i lelegraphic.) P Foreign Office, September 15,1900. 

MEbllLD-NASKATABAD telegraph line. 

1 agree with you in view expressed in last paragraph of vour telegram No. 440 of 
yesterday. 

As regards execution of necessary repairs mentioned in vour telegram, wo 
consented to their being carried out last year (see my telegram No. 64 to Mr. Marling 
Tehran, of the -0th March, 190S); I think, therefore, that there is no objection to their 
execution now. I should like, however, to see text of Russian memorandum before 
nnally assenting. I shall be glad if you will send Russiau memorandum by post. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

®‘ r ' . , Foreign Office, September 15, 1909. 

, . reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo relative to the erection of a 

second wire on the l ehran-Shahrud telegraph line, and to copies of telegraphic 
correspondence between this Office and Ilis Majesty's representatives at St. Petersburgh 
and lehran dealing with this subject which have since been forwarded to you, I am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram 
from Sir A. Xic-olsou reporting that the Russiau Government have no objection to the 
proposed arrangement.* 

1 am accordingly to state that, so far as Sir E. Grey is aware, no obstacle any 
longer exists to the work being undertaken immediately. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


• No. 602. 
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[34633] No. 631. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 

(No. 164.) 

Sir, * Gulahek , Auyust 29, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a list furnished me by the chief manager of the 
Imperial Hank of Persia of debts with interest up to the 31st December, 1908, 
contracted with the bank by the ex-Shah, Princes, Ministers of State, and others, 
which have been taken over by the Persian Government. 

I understand that the Imperial Hank is likely to approach you with a view to 
ascertaining what will be the attitude of His Majesty's Government if the Persian 
Assembly refuses to recognise certain of these debts, two of which having been in 
whole or in part taken over by the Government subsequently to the destruction of the 
Medjliss are quite likely to be disputed by the Assembly. 1 refer to those marked 
(A) and (B) in the list, viz,, personal debts of the ex-Shah amounting to 186,421 tomans, 
and debts contracted by Xaib-es-Saltaueh, the ex-Shah’s uncle, for 131,101 tomans. 
The former is made up of Mohammad Ali’s direct liabilities to the bank during the 
time he was valinhd in Tabreez, and a promissory note of His Majesty to a Persian, 
Hajji Hagher Saraf, who had lent money to Mohammad Ali for his journey to Tehran 
when Muzaffer-ed-Diu Shah was dying, and who, subsequently, borrowed from the 
bank, giving as security Mohammad Ali’s promissory note. The debts marked in the 
enclosed list as contracted by Naib-es-Saltaueh are spread over a number of years, 
25,270 tomans were passed as Government debt as early as 1903, and should therefore 
not be disputed, the rest wore only taken in April 1909, and as will bo noticed merely 
by order of the Prime Minister. 

It is open to q nest ion how far it was fair on the country for the late Government 
to take over these debts, especially those of Naib-es-Saltaneli, but it seems to me a 
quite tenable view that we need not concern ourselves with their original character or 
go behind the fact that they have been taken over by a Government which we 
recognised. 

I do not now ask for instructions, which unless the Assembly disputes these 
debts will not be needed, but I have wished to place the matter before you so that 
you may if the question arises be in a position, after your department has discussed 
the matter with the Imperial Bank of Persia, to instruct me in reply to a telegraphic 
inquiry. 

I should mention in conclusion that the Imperial Bank have not released Hajji 
Hagher Saref or Naib-es-Saltaneh from their personal obligations to the bank, and 
that Naib-os-Saltaneh’s estate would doubtless easily cover his debt, though the fact 
that he is a Russian protected person would make recovery from him more difficult 
than in the case of debts of ordinary Persian subjects. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 631. 


Statement of Debts taken over by the Persian Government. 


Name. 

Amount. 

Date when passed. 

Authority. 

Nasr-es-Saltaneh 

2,061,593- 80 i 

May 6, 1905 

Autograph order of Muzaflor-ed-Din Shah 
and the* Prime Minister for 530,000 krans. 

Shon-es-Saltanch 

l 

2,100,000-00 

April 12. 1905 

.July 27, 1907 

Ditto, lor 1,531,593-80 krans. 

Autograph order of Mohammad Ali Shah, 

Amir Buhadur Jang .. 

1.200,000-00 

April 2, 1908 

(Missed by the Minister of Finance, and 
dulv accepted for payment by the Ad¬ 
ministrator-General of Customs. 

PaaSD'i bv the Minister of Finance and 

Mtt»blr-ed-Dowleh .. 

650,000-00 

November 24, 1906 

ratified by his successor in office, August 

29, 1908, and duly accepted by the 
Administrator-General of Customs. 

Promissory note of Mushir-cd-I)owleh as 

Nizam-ul-Mulk 

200,000 00 

April 21, 1908 

Prime Minister. The Administrator- 
General of Customs has paid interest on 
this debt up to September 20, 1908. 

Pcs-ed by Sani-ed-Dowleh ns Minister of 

(A.) Mohammad Ali Shah.. 

1,542,444-70 

1 f 

December 9. 1908 

Finance. 

Autograph order of Mohammad Ali Shah 

Naib-es-Snltaiich 

March 17, 1903 

passed hv the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Finance, and duly accepted 
for payment by the Administrator- 
General of Customs 

Order of Prime Minister and M. Naus for 

(B.) . 

>1,311,012-85 < 

April 17. 1909 

252,702 krans. 

Order of Prime Mirthter for 1,058,310-80 


kniti-. 

Both duly ncccpted for payment by Ad¬ 
ministrator of Customs. 


Statement of the Debt of the ex-Shah, March 20, 1909. 


Dr. Cr. 

Kruns. Kraus. 

Balance of current account in Tabrce/. us on September 
20, 1908 .. .. .. .. .. 302,830-86 

Interest to December 31, 1908 .. .. .. 171,026-10 

I.onn account in Tabrce* due Augu*t 2, 1906 .. 277,156-80 

Interest on same to December 31, 1908 .. .. 91,161-06 

Promissory note in favour of Hajji Hagher due 

November 17, 1907 .. .. .. 800,000-bO 

Interest on same to December 31, 1908 .. .. 114,222- 80 

Interest on current account and loan account to March 
20,1909 .. .. .. .. .. 23,757 * r 5 

Interest on promissory note to March 20, 1909 .. 21,074-60 

By amount recovered, beimr interest on current and 
loan accounts to March 20, 1909 .. .. .. 285,934*20 

By amount recovered, being interest on promissory 
'note to March 20, 1908 .. .. .. .. 33,066*65 

By amount recovered, being interest on promissory 

note to September 20, 1908 .. .. .. .. 2,773-60 

Bybalnuce .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,542,444*70 


1,804,219*15 

To balance—1,542,444*70 krans. 

Tehran, August 23, 1009. 


1,864,219*16 

E. AND 0, E. 


N.B.—The sums credited to this account were taken out of the refunds made*in 
Bushire on account of the Aiu-ed-Dowleh’s robberies, the action being approved of by 
M. Mornard. Since then, however, the robbery account has been credited with all 
refunds made in Bushire, and the credits in the ex-Shah's account now stand to the 
debit of a Government account, which consequently is overdrawn. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 631. 

List of Principal Debtors of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, August 12, 1909. 


Mirra Seyyid Abdulla Moatofi— 

Bill discounted, duo September 29, 1907. Ouarantood 
by Moez-c—Sultanoh .. .. .. 

Mirra Ali Roza Khan— 

Bill discounted, duo September 29, 1906. Guaranteed 
by Nail)>e8'Sultiinc'h .. 

Bill discounted, due February 16, 1907. Guaranteed 
by Nnsr-eH-Sultunoh .. 

Azud-ul-Mulk— 

Bill discounted, due August 17, 1909. Guaranteed by 
Amjad-ed-Dowleb .. .. .. .* 

BelijuMil-Mulk— 

Bill discounted, due November 2, 1908. Guaranteed 
by Miixn Mohammad Ali Khan Moatofi .. 

Dabir-ul-Midk— 

Bill discounted, due November 2, 1908. Guaranteed 
by Mirza Seyyid Abdulla Khan Mostofi .. 

Ejlnl-ed-Dowleh— 

Bill discounted, due November 20, 1908. Guaranteed 
by Slion-es-Snltnnt b .. 

Hnkiiii'ubMulk— 

Bill discounted, duo August 25, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Allnm-ed-Dowlch .. .. .. . 

Hessaui'UbMulk— 

Bill discounted, due July 19, 1906. Guaranteed by 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh 

Besbrnt Kbnn Aun— 

Bill discounU'd, duo July 21, 1008 

Hnjji Hussein Agu Amin-i-Zarb— 

Bill dincountcd, due August .‘50, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Hajii Mirza Ismail Kazvini 

Hill discounted, due April 9, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Seyyid IIasbern .. .. .. 

Bill discounted, due August 21 1908. Guaranteed by 
Customs Administration .. .. 

Bill discounted, due August 21, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Customs Administration 

Bill discounted, due May 2'.*, 1908. Guaranteed bv 
Aga Mehdi Mohammad Ali Kazvini .. 

Hill discounted, due June 7, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Agu Mebdi Mobammcul Ali Kazrini 

Bill discounted, due July 0, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Surdur Moftklmm 

Bill discounted, duo August 30, 1908. Guaranteed by 
As'ef-ed-Dow!eh .. .. .. .. 

Bill discounted, due September 14, 1008. Guaranteed 
by Htessam-cs-Sultan . 

Bill discounted, tine September 14, 1908. Guaranteed 
by Shuja-es-Sulinned.. 

Bill diacouutcd, due September 11, 1908, Guaranteed 
by Mostofi-uMlnttmlek 

Bill diacoun'cd, due January 15, 1909. Gunnuitecd 
by Ilujji Moin-i-Tojar 

Luu , tlue Mureb M, 1909. Guaranteed bv Hajji 
Moin-i-Tojar .. .. 

Current deposit account payable on demand ,, 

His IliuhncM Jellal-tle-Dowleb— 

Bill discounted, due February 9, 1908 

Loan, duo June 2, 1908.. 

Mojelal-uUMulk- 

Bill discounted, due October 6, 1907. Guaranteed by 
Mirzn Sevyid Abdulla Klmu .. .. .! 

Moknrrem-ed-Dmvleh— 

Bill discounted, due April 27. 1907. Guaranteed by 


20.000-00 

220.000-00 


iiber 10, 1907. Guaranteed 


Shou-es-Sullanoh 
Bill discounted, due Novo 
by llnjji Amin-i-Zarb 


lostofa Klian Snriin— 

Bill discounted, due November 10, 1906. Guaranteed 
bv Nuib-c*-Sultaueh .. 


51,162-15 

17,000-00 


110,000-00 
28,250 -00 
100,000-00 
110.067-36 
•1,000-00 
500-00 
395,508 '35 
320.000 -00 
70,000-00 
180,000-00 
128,000-00 
150,000-00 


3,617,068-05 

378,700-00 

30,000-00 


30,000-00 

11,900-00 


2,000-00 


379 


The late Nizam-es-Sultaneh— Knnt - K ™"’- 

Zil“sifta“oh- dU '° Ct0ber 8 ' 1908 80.703-00 

Bill iliscounn-<l, due February 25, 1909. Guaranteed 

hr Princess Sottronr-cd-llon-leh . an nnn-ne 

Hill discounted. due April 6, 1909 .. " I00d)00-00 

V;.rir~i-Dufiar _’- 130,000-00 

Bill discounted, due September 11, 1908. Guaranteed 
bv Hnjji Amin-i-Zurb .. . 

' nrir-i-Mnksmis (now Sahib Ikhtiar)— 1,605 00 

B'll d.Mounted, due May 26, 1908. Guaranteed by 
Ilu Hoboes, Je11al-ed.Dov.leh and His Excelloncr 
Ati.in-ul-MuUt—' Cl ' “ " ” " 200,000-00 

W', due June -I, 1907. Guaranteed by Kazera 

Harli-ui-Mulk—. 200,000-00 

I.oan, due May 21, 1907. Guaranteed bv Princess 
Bunou Osina ,. * „„„ 

Hnjj: Sheikh Fnzlulb.b— . -6,876-10 

I^van. due January 16,1909. Guaranteed bv Hajji Mirza 
All Akhur Mujtbcd .. .. 00 

Imam Jumnh— ” -2,561 65 

I.nnn, due September 4, 1908 .. .. nn 

flujji Seyyid Mebdi Mujtaheed— “ 17,000-00 

4"',% 2, 1909. Guaranteed bv Hajji Sheikh 
Ftudullnh .. .. .. , 

Movassagh-ul-Mnlk— ** ** 1,600-00 

Loan, due April 30, 1909. Guaranteed by Mushir-es- 
Sultnneh and Hajji Mirza Seyyid llazi .. .. 41 

Mushir-es-Snlfnneh— 20 

l^un, due October 8, 1908 .. .. 

Sartlar Alkliam— ** 150,000 00 

Loan, due Octoher 8, 1908 .. , 

Mnklinr-eH-Sullnr— . 180,000-00 

Loan, due Oetolxr 7, 1909. Guaranteed by Sani-ed- 
I Jowl oh .. .. ,, 

Min-a Ali Asghar Klian (late Ata Bug-i-Azam)- * * 1,600-000 

•• • •• 8,912-30 

I i !a ‘ ■ T •• •• 70.562-50 

Advance made hi London, 1,211/. 1#. 10(/., 8uy 68,260*05 

Firman Firma— * 147,734*85 

Fathollab Kbau Sirdar Manuoor— * ” ** 66/,270*20 

Current nccount .. .. __ 

Hnjji Bagber Sarmf— *’ * * -09,869-10 

IWot,” Pro "'' 9 * or F ” otc °f cr-Sbab .. 872,802-10 

Current account „ 

Arbad Jnmshced Babman— * ** " 243,216-30 

Current account 

Hnjji Aga Mobnmmnd Main Tojar—” " 664,037-55 

<‘un-erit account ... , „ 

Suni-ed-Dowleh— ” *’ 169,306-15 

Current account 

Hi# Highness Zil-cs-Sulian— ” " ** 138,407-00 

^ uiit !it account, Tehran ., (( ^ 805*45 

Current nccount, lefnhan, with inu-reatto June30,1909 I51.'572--10 

—- 536.377-85 


[34731] No. 032. 

Indi" Office to Foreign Office.—{Received September 10.) 

’ IN f rC ,? ly ,t° your letter '•atod the 8th Septemb^lUOif directotlYj a Ttlmt 
MoriWoBio in to proposal of Secrete,y Sir Edward Grefto aXrise 
His Majesty s Minister at iehran by telegraph to comply with the reauest of the 
manager of the Imperial Hank of Persia that the assignment tthould be Sd o U e 
customs receipts of Mohammerah to the service of the hank’s own loan. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN Q. CAMPBELL. 
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[34735] N °- G3S - 

India Office to Foreign Office.—[Received September 16.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents Iris compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Fo'roign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 13th September, relative to the proposed retention of four sowars 
for the purposes of Karkha irrigation work. 

India Office , September 16, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 633. 
Government of India to Fisconnl Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. _ . September 13, 1909. 

SEE your telegram dated tlio 27th ultimo. 

Four sowars are recommended as sufficient for work on Karkha, and subsequently 
as escort for consulate. Telegraphic orders are solicited. 


[34719] 


No. 634. 


GulaheU, September 16, 1909. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 

(No. 729.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Please sec St. Petersburgh telegram No. 415 of the 14th September and my 
No. 719 of the 7th September. 

Hoard of directors of Imperial Bank of Persia have authorised the chief manager 
to make the advance to the Persian Government on the security of the State jewels. 
The Government, however, have not again referred to their proposals on this subject. 
The late committee, I understand, on reconsideration of the question, decided to leave 
it in suspense pending the meeting of the Assembly, but the C abinet, now that the 
committeo is abolished, is considering the advisability of undertaking on its own 
responsibility the proposed transaction. . , 

Zil-es-Sultan, the Government believe, will shortly pay them 100,000 tomans, for 
which purpose ho has applied to the Imperial Hank for an advance. 

We have now made further representations in favour of His Imperial Highness, 
and it appears probable that on payment of this sum, and after handing a promissory 
note for an additional contribution to the Persian Government, he will be permitted to 
leave the country. 


[34624] No. 635. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Please let me know how far you think Persian Government are prepared to go m 
allowing proved joint advance to be subjected to proper control (seo Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No. 448 of yesterday). 
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[34700] No. 636. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 137.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

THE Persian Minister called at this Office on the 13th instant and asked that 
H's Majesty's Government would put pressure on the Imperial Bank of Persia to induce 
them to make to the Persian Government an advance on current acoount. 

Asked what security it was proposed to offer for the repayment of this advance, he 
promised to enquire, and added that he understood that the Russian chargd d'affaires at 
Tehran was now in favour of an advance by the Russian Government. 

Mehdi Khan then renewed his complaints us to the action of the Russian troops at 
Tabreez, where, he said, an attack had been made by them on the house of a prominent 
resident, whose daughter had been wounded as the result of it. He also asserted that 
more Russian troops had crossed the frontier and had proceeded to Urumia. 

Mehdi Khan was informed that the Persian Government should address their 
complaints to the Russian Government, and that His Majesty’s Government recom¬ 
mended to the Persian Government patience and the assumption of a friendlier attitude 
towards Russia. 

He was further assured that there was every prospect of a large reduction in the 
numbers of the Russian troops in Persia during the month of October. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[34473] No. 637. 

Foreign Office to Treuvnry. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant, relative to the service of British loans in Persia. 

In reply to the inquiry contained in the last paragraph of that communication, I 
am to state that, in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, it would be useless, in view of the present 
financial condition of Persia, to press tlio Persian Government for a further payment in 
respect of the Government loan at present, but that the question must be considered 
when Persian finances arc set in order, or if a further loan to the Persian Government 
is eventually guaranteed or made. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[34386] No. 638. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary' Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant relative to sorvices rendered by certain gentlemen during the 
recent disturbances at Tehran. 

I am to inform you, iu reply, that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in the suggestion 
of Viscount Morley to authorise the director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department to make, on behalf of llis Majesty's Government, a communication to the 
staff of the department in the torms which he recommends, and to convey to Dr. Scott 
an intimation similar to that which will be conveyed to Majors Stokes and O'Connor. 

I am, Ac. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


5 E 


[1666] 
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[34482] So. 039. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger anil Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office , Septembtr 10, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant relative to the concessions held by the Moin-ut-Tujjnr for the 
extraction of red oxide on Hormuz Island. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that the only information which has readied Sir E. 
Grey on this subject since the date of Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 31st ultimo, to which 
you refer, is contained in a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran dated the 
1st instant. 

In this telegram Sir G. Barclay states that negotiations on the subject of these 
concessions are suspended for the present. 

The nationalist Executive Committee state that the Persian Government are too 
busy to attend to the matter, and that the question of cancelling the Moin's concession 
has not yet been considered, which, in Sir G. Barclay's opinion, would appear to 
indicate that the Moin has come to terms with the committee. 

I am, &o. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[34768] No. 640. 

Sir A. Xi CO Ison to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received September 17.) 

(No. 198.) 

Sir, St. Petersburg/!, September 14, 1909. 

WITH reference to mv despatch No. 149 of the 19th March, 1908,1 have the 
honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-memoire which 1 have received from the 
Russian Government respecting the Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph line. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 640, 

Aide-memoire communicated to Sir A. Xicotson by Russian Government. 

LA section sud de la ligne tclegmphique de Meched- Xousretabad n’ayant pas 
Kubi dos reparations depuis longtemps, cite sc trouve actuellement dans tin etat de 
ddabroment. Lcchange des lignes mitre la Russie et la Grande-Bretagne n'a pas pu 
etre opere jusqu’a present; eh consequence, et afin de purer a ce quo le telegraphs 
cease compmtoment do fonctionnor, i! est indispensable que les reparations les plus 
urgentes soient faites pour le moment par le service tclegmphique russo, etdes mesurcs 
duns co but out etc (irises par l’administration postale du Caucase. Entre autres, un 
appareilqni so trouve a Birdjand est tout a fait insullisant, el les employes de tcldgraphe 
rtSclnmonl l'installation d’un autre appareil ii sa place. 

11 soiitblerait neeessaire de satisfaire a cette deinande et d’installer l’appareil en 
question. Afin d'eviter tout maleiitcndu sous ce rapport, le Gouvernement Imperial 
tient ii confirmer qu’ainsi que cela avail etc dit dans le pro-memorid du Ministers des 
Affaires Etrnngcres du 5 mars, 1908, il se declare pret a coder l’appareil dont il s’agit 
ii 1’administration telegraphique auglaise. 

Snint-Pe'tersbourg , le 1" (14) septembre, 1909. 


[34836] No. 611. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 17.) 

Sir, India Office, September 16, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, ending with tile letter of this Ollico 
dated the 21st December last, communicating copy of Secret despatch dated the 18th 
December, 1908, to Government of Iudia as to the appointment of military attache at 
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dJtod e L I 12 & S ™ cloSe ,. c °P- v of , a lc «er from the Government of India 
attach! vajyii from 'T ^ ** addit ,l° n 10 the W the military 

bromfton!ti^ f!Th^ retetha V hlSa l pCO i of the matter h!>s not previously been 
‘ l ° f""‘Jcorrespondence, but he trusts that Secretary Sir 1. Grey will 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 641. 

(Secret.) Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

My Lord, . 

October' 1905 ‘Vn «Tc'h we won ‘t ^I’ato^SetftlmuHit 

° dl a,ld t0 the 3SA ioTSSE 

interests jointly of the Homo and Indian Governments 10 arra " se " ,u,,,s exlsfc '>>« 

the appohnment" forwoffi!'*# Z’^TuIa ^S*"*?* involvRd * 
1909, and also the probable expire t.uHngthc mraenT'fiimnlfyLr. ^ 

We have, &c. 

•MIN TO. 

KITCHENER. 

H. ADAMSON. 

. J. O. MILLER. 

GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 

S. P. SINHA. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 6*11 

(Secret.) 

Statement showing tlie approximate expenditure for 1908-1909 and the probable 
expenditure involved during the current Financial Year in connection with the 
appointment of the Military Attachd, Meshed. 


Ratim >tcd 

1 expcndituie, 
1908-1909. 

I from Octolver21 t | 
190S. to 
March 31, 1909. 
= 5$ month*, 
or 162 data. 


Pav n« Cnpinin ., 

Exchange oom|it*H‘ution .. 
Pay u* Major 

Exchange compensation .. 
Deputation 

Pay of permanent clerk 

Pay of officiating incumbent 
House-rent (attache) 

„ (clerk) 

Ration allowance (clerk) .. 
Pav of chapntssi.. 

Secret service .. 
Contingent 

Travelling expense#(attache) 
(clerk) 


•115 f. 0 
25 15 4 
610 14 0 
40 0 10 
15 0 0 
per dnv 
200 0 ‘0 
plus compensa¬ 
tion lit of pay 
Ditto 
72 0 0 
33 12 6 


•1,453 13 0 
f90 13 8 
♦5.447 7 0 

§340 7 1 

5,475 0 0 


7 1 10,000 0 0 

0 0 4,356 0 0 

3,300 0 0 


II 1 35,574 14 9 


[34843] 


No. 642. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received September 17.) 


(No. 730.) 

(Telegraphic.'i P. 

•JOINT advance to Persian Government. 


Gulabek, September 17, 1909. 


Your telegram No. 460 of the 16th September. 

The Persian Government will, I think, wait until they are reduced to the last 
extremity before consenting to an adequate control of expenditure, and if Zil-es-Suhau 
pays the expected 100,000 tomans (question of an advance to His Imperial Highness 
by the Imperial Bank—see my telegram No. 729 of yesterday—has been referred by 
the local manager to his board of directors) they will probably be able, with this and 
whatever they can get from other sources, to eke out a precarious existence until the 
meeting of the Assembly, which is oxpected to take place before the middle of next 
month. .... 

This morning I received a visit from the financial adviser, who enquired on 
behalf of the Minister of Finance as to my attitude in the event of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment applying to His Majesty’s Legation for iinancial assistance. 

I replied that the matter would have to bo referred to His Majesty’s Government, 
who, I was convinced, would only advance money jointly with the Russian Government, 
and that on the stipulation that the expenditure of any sums so advanced would be 
submitted to proper control. 

To-morrow M. Jli/.ot will make tlie samo enquiry of the Russian charge d’affaires. 


I am informing M. Sabline of my reply to these overtures. 

The most practical form of supervision in present circumstances would be, 
M. Bizot thought, similar to that proposed for the intended Russian advance to the 
late Government (details of which aro given in inclosure in my despatch No. 129 of the 
18th Juno). I think that this control would be at least as effective now than when 
first contemplated. The Minister of Finance at present in office is relatively honest, 
and on this point differs from the Acting Minister under the late regime. 


385 


[34507] No. 643. 

Foreign Office to India Office . 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 17, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,* relative to the desire 
of the Russian Government to undertake certain indispensable repairs on the Meshed- 
Nasratabad telegraph line. 

It will be within Viscount Morley’s recollection that a similar question arose last 
year, and that on the 20th March Sir E. Grey addressed a telegram to His- Majesty’s 
chargd d’affaires at Tehran, with his Lordship’s concurrence, stating that His Majesty’s 
Government had no objection to necessary repairs being undertaken. 

Sir E. Grey is disposed, if Lord Morley agrees, to return a similar reply to the 
present request of the Russian Government, should the terms of the memorandum in 
which it is made appear satisfactory to Ilis Majesty's Government. 

T am to transmit copy of a telegram which Sir E. Grey has addressed to 
Sir A. Nicolson.t instructing his Excellency to forward that document by post, and I 
am to add that, as soon as it is received, a copy of it will be submitted for Lord Morley’s 
consideration. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[34885] No. 644. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 18.) 

Sir, India Office, September 16, 1909. 

WITH reference to correspondence of last year ending with the letter of this 
office,£ dated the 19th October, 1908, I am directed to enclose copy of a telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 7th September, 1909, suggesting that Mr. New 
should again be given while on tour an escort of thirty men from the Mekran Levy 
Corps. 

Viscount Morley would propose, subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, 
to approve the proposal of the Government of India, and would suggest that it might, as 
before, bo left to the discretion of Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran whether to notify 
the matter to the Persian Government. 

I have, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure in No. 644. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. September 7, 1909. 

REFERENCE is invited to your telegram of the 10th October, 1908, as to arms 
traffic. It is again recommended by director, Persian Gulf Telegraphs, that Mr. New, 
while on tour, should be furnished with an escort. Major Cox supports the proposal. 
We propose that thirty men from Mekran Levy Corps should, as last year, bo given to 
New as escort. Should this lie approved by you we would request that, if it is 
considered necessary, steps may be taken to obtain Persian Government’s consent. 


• No. 623. f No. 629 

| Comm uni eating copy of the Secretary of State’s telegram to Viceroy, dntcl October 16. I90K. 
[1665] ' 5P 
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[34952] No. 645. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.)]] 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 19, 1909. 

ZIL-ES-SUKTAN’S contribution. 

My telegram No. 730 of the 17th September. 

The board of directors of the Imperial Bank have refused to authorise their 
Tehran manager to make the contemplated advance to His Imperial Highness. 

One of Zil-es-Sultan’s sons, however, learning of this, has persuaded the Persian 
Government to stand security to the bank for the advance of 100,000 tomans, the 
Cabinet binding itself, in the event of His Imperial Highness failing to pay, to take 
over this sum as a Government debt. 

For repayment of the advance Zil-es-Sultan is ready to give a written assurance 
that this will be effected as early as possible from the proceeds of the sale of first class 
Indian securities. The formalities connected with the salo must, however, take several 
weeks to conclude. 

Mr. Wood is asking for further instructions from his principals. 

1 have communicated the substance of the above to my Russian colleague. 


[34975] No. 646. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 

(No. 732.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , September 20, 1909. 

NASR-UL-MULK. 

1 learn from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that Nasr-ul-Mulk has finally 
declined to accept that Ministry. I understand, nevertheless, that ho is on his way 
back to this country. 


[35185J No. G47. 

sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 

(No. 733.) ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek } September 20, 1009. 

A MEMBER of the Government has given me to understand that the Cabinet has 
decided on the renewal of the appointments of M. Sadowsky, Russian doctor to 
Mohamed Ali, and of M. Sinirnow. 

The same information has reached M. Sabline, who tells me that ho is recom¬ 
mending to his Government that, in the event of these appointments being renewed, 
the Russian t roops at Kazvin should be withdrawn at the end of this week on the 
occasion of the new Minister's arrival. 

Such an inauguration of M. Poklewski’s mission would make an excellent 
impression. 


[35203] No. 048. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 

(No. 731.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek , September 20, 1909. 

BAKHT1AR1 road. 

Outstanding account for repairs to Godar Bridge. 

Please sec Mr. Mailing’s despatch No. 122 of the 21st May, 1908. 

I learn from His Majesty's acting consul at Ahwaz. that the Khans are willing to 
consider the bill, amounting to 18,470 krans, for repairs during 1907. Mr. Ranking at 
the same time requests that ho may lie authorised to accept in settlement the sum 
originally claimed free of interest, or to come to a compromise for not loss than-half 
the total sum, together with interest, should the Khans refuse the former alternative. 
The local agent of Messrs. 1 <ynch is telegraphing to his head office. 


Owing to the diversion of traffic from Busliire, the Bakhtiari road has lately 
prospered, lhe opportunity for a settlement consequently appears propitious. It is 
much to be desired that Messrs. Lynch will allow Mr. Ranking some latitude in the 
matter of a settlement. 


135210] 


No. 649. 


•jii er. utircwi/ 'o 01 r rjawara crrei/.~ 


aepimnuer 


(No. 735.) 

(Iclegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 20, 1909. 

RE I EN I ION of additional consular guard at Shiraz. 

I have received the following telegram, No. 107 of the 19th September, from His 
Majesty s acting consul at Shiraz :— 


“ I propose, subject to your approval, to inform the governor-general, who arrives 
to-day, that you will decide as to the retention or departure of the Busliire detachment, 
that you are anxious that normal conditions may as soon as possible ho restored, but 
that it is necessary for us to have suitable guarantees against a recrudescence of the 
late disorders. Thus, whilst posts are continually being robbed in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the town, and whilst, owing to the weakness of the local authorities 
who are unable to enforce the attendance of headmen or the payment of debts, British 
claims to the extent of 40,000 tomans remain uninvestigated, i could not recommend 
the withdrawal of the detachment. The best proof of restored order will ho the 
speedy settlement of these claims. 

“ If the detachment were to be immediately withdrawn, I am afraid that the 
existing idea, that our policy of non-intervention removes anv need for seriously 
considering our general claims, would only be confirmed." 


I have replied as follows, No. SI:— 

“ We should not be justified in retaining the Bushire detachment with a view to 
obtaining settlement of our outstanding claims; and I cannot Bee that the maintenance 
of order on the roads would be ensured by such a step. 

I lie detachment should be sent back to Bushire unless foreign lives and property 
are in actual danger.” 


1 should be glad to keep the Maxim in the country if the Admiralty could see 
their way to leaving it, without the detachment, at Shiraz. 


[34885] No. 050. • 

• .Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Ha clan. 

(No. 407.) 

(Iclegraphic.) 1’. Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 

MR. NEW. 

WV have concurred in Government of India’s proposal to proceed in the same 
manner as Inst year with regard to Mr. Neiv’s escort (see my telegram No. 282 of 
last year). 

You may inform Persian Government of this or not, as you think best. 


[34885] No. 051. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

sir > Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, relative to the proposal of the Government or India that an 
escort of thirty men from the Mokrnn Levy Corps should again lie furnished to .Mr. New, 
of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, while on tour. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that Sir E. Grey concurs in Viscount Morley’s 
suggestion that this proposal should be approved, and that it should be loft to the 
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discretion of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran whether to bring the matter to the notice 
of the Persian Government. 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram which Sir E. Grey has 
addressed to Sir G. Barclay to this effect. 0 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


T347681 - No. 652. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 20, 1909. 

WITH reference to my lettor of the 17th instant, relative to the desire of the 
Russian Government to effect certain urgent repairs on the Meshed-Nasratabad 
telegraph line, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copy of a despatch from Flis Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petcrsburgh.t enclosing the 
text of the aide-memoire by which this request is conveyed. 

I am to state that the proposal, as set forth in this paper, appears to Sir E. Grey 
to be unobjectionable, and that lie is accordingly disposed, with Viscount Morley’s 
concurrence, to instruct Sir A. Nicolson to inform the Russian Government that His 
Majesty’s Government will raise no obstacle to the realisation of their wish under the 
conditions indicated. 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey would be glad to be favoured with an expression of 
lord Morloy’s views on this quostion with as little delay as may lie convenient. 

I am, ftc. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[34083] No. 653. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir. Foreign Office , September 20, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for 
the information of the I/ads Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, copies of 
correspondence between this department and the India Office,}: relative to the 
unsatisfactory conduct, last year, of the consular guard at Ispahan, which has involved 
some additional expenditure of public money. 

It will be observed that the Government of India have treated this expenditure 
as in connection with Persian consulates, and that Viscount Morloy proposes to approve 
their proceedings, which will have the effect of charging Imperial revenues with one- 
half of the cost, incurred. 

I am to state that, subject to the concurrence of their Lordships, Sir E. Grey is 
disposed to express agreement in Lord Morley’s suggested reply to the Government of 
India. 

In explanation of the reference contained in the last paragraph of the India Olfice 
letter of the 9th instant, 1 am to advert to your letter of the 18th February last, and 
previous correspondence relative to the employment of an Indian guard in connection 
with the operations of the Oil Concessions Syndicate (now the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company) near Almaz. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


1 34580 1 No. 651. 

Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14th instant, relative to the proposal to secure the protection of trade 
in Southern l’ersiu by the organisation of a system of road guards. 

• No. 660. f No. 610. 

| Indin Otlico. August 20; to India Ullico, August 20; India Ortiiv. September 9, 1909. 
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I am to inform you, in reply, that the suggestion made by the principal houses 
at Manchester which are interested in Persian trade, as set forth in their letter to your 
chamber, will be carefully considered by His Majesty’s Government in conjunction 
with the various proposals now under discussion for putting sn end to the present 
state of insecurity in those regions. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 



[1605] 
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■35433] 


No. 658. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 

Gulabek, September 22, 1909. 


(No. 738.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

ADDITIONAL consular guard at Shiraz. 

. Mr. Bill lias replied to my telegram (repeated to you in my telegram No. 735 of 
the 20th September) that, although foreigners in Shiraz are in no immediate danger, 
he cannot guarantee that his guard might not again very shortly bo in need of 
reinforcement, the governor-general having brought no troops with him. 

I have, in these circumstances, consented to a further temporary retention of the 
detachment at Shiraz, instructing at the same time Ilis Majesty’s acting consul to 
avoid any action which might give rise to the idea that the retention of these troops 
has been determined upon with the object of compelling a settlement of the claims of 
British subjects outstanding. 


[35210] 


No. 659. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 




(Confidential.) 

gj r> Foreiyn Office, September 22, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the lairds Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the accompanying copy of a telegram, as marked in the margin, from His 
Majesty’s .Minister at Tehran, 0 respecting the recall of the naval detachment from Shiraz 


to Bushire. 

T ami to express the hope that the lords Commissioners will be able to assent to 
Sir G. Barclay’s request that the detachment may be instructed to leave their Maxim 
gun with ammunition ; and I am to suggest that this might perhaps bo done on loan. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[35461] No. 960. 

India Office to Foreiyn Office.—(Received September 23.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 20th September, relative to the proposed retention of four sowars 
for the purposes of Khorkha irrigation work. 

India Office , September 22, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 660. 
discount Morley to Government of India. 

(Tolegraphic.) P. India Office, September 20, 1909. 

SEE your telegram dated the 13th September, 

Guard should leave without delay, with exception of four sowars, who should be 
retained for survey work. Instructions in this sense were sent on the 9th instant to 
SirG. Barclay. When estimates of cost have been received, question of subsequent 
retention of sowars as consular escort will lie considered. 


• No. 649. 
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[35679] No. 661. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(No. 261.) 

Sir, ^ ^ Foreiyn Office, September 23, 1909. 

I TOLD Count Benckendorff to-day of the good opinion of the Persian governor 
of Tabreez which wo had heard from our consul-general. I also observed tliat the 
Persian < lovernment had now reinstated the Russian tutor of the Shah. I thought the 
Persian Minister here might have been useful in this respect, for I had explained to 
him bow impossible it was to expect the Russians to withdraw their troops so long as 
the Persian Government worried the Russians by annoyances such as the dismissal of 
the tutor. Tile Persian Minister had very strongly expressed his view that the 
dismissal of the tutor had been a mistake, and had said that he would report to bis 
Government. 

Count Benckendorff told mo that there had been some discussion with the Persian 
Minister at St. Petersburg!! as to lending money. Apparently the Persian Government 
did not wish to submit, to any contra^ and the Russian Finance Minister was very 
unwilling to lend anything. 

1 said that I heard the Persian Government were applying for money to both the 
Russian and the British bank in Tehran. But as far as a loan by the two Governments 
was concerned our position was that a loan should be made only if the Persian 
Government would consent to the conditions laid down by the Russian Government 
before the late Shah was deposed, these conditions seemed to me reasonable and 
necessary. 

I am, Ac, 

E. GREY. 


[35326] No. 662. 

Fort ijn Office to Treasury. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Septembei 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st July, 1908, on the subject of the 
maintenance at increased strength of the consular guard at Shiraz, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith paraphrase of a telegram from 
Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 0 suggesting that, in view of the disturbed state of that, 
provinco, the guard should bo maintained at its present strength, at any rate till tile 
end of next year. 

I. am to state that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in Sir G. Barclay’s suggestion, 
and to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners of Ilis Majesty’s Treasury 
may see their way to consent to the proposed arrangement of the equal division of the 
expense involved bet ween the Imperial and Indian Exchequers. 

I am to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the India Office. 

I am, Ac. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[35326] No. 663. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 29tli July, 1908, on the subject of the 
maintenance at increased strength of the consular guard at Shiraz, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from Ilis 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran suggesting that, in view of the disturbed state of that 
province, the guard should he maintained at its present strength, at any rate till the 
end of next year." 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs ill Sir G. Barclay's suggestion, and 
to express the hope that Viscount Morley may see his way to consent to the proposed 


• No. 657. 
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arrangement of the equal division of the expense involved between the Imperial and 
Indian Exchequers. 

I am to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the Ireasury. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[34633] No. 664. 

Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Sj r> Foreign Office, September 23, 1909. 

’ WITH reference to Sir T. Jackson’s letter of the 8th instant, addressed to 
Mr. Mallet, relative to the debts due to the Imperial Bank of Persia by the late Shah, 
Princes, Ministers, and others which have been taken over by the Persian Government, 
I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, in view of the fact 
that these debts were taken over by a responsible Government, recognised by and 
maintaining diplomatic relations with His Majesty’s Government, he is prepared to 
support the bank in any attempts which they may make to recover the sums due to 
them in the event of the newly elected Persian Medjliss disputing the claim. 

Should such a case arise His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran will be furnished with 
instructions accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[35203] No. 665. . 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office , September 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the outstanding account 
in connection with the Godar Bridge on the Bakhtiari road, 1 am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of your Board, that the acting consul at 
Ahwaz has reported that the Bakhtiari khans are disposed to consider the bill for 
ropairs of 1907, viz., 18,-176 krans. Mr. Banking requests that ho maybe authorised to 
accept payment of the original claim without interest, or, if tile khans refuse, that he 
may bo allowed to compromise for not less than half the total claim with interest 
added. 

Sir G. Barclay states that your agent is telegraphing to London on the subject; 
he adds that, the Bakhtiari road having recently prospered owing to the diversion of 
traflic from Bushire, the moment appears propitious for a settlement; and he earnestly 
trusts that Mr. Banking will be allowed some latitude in dealing with the khans. 

T am to add that Sir E. Groy is of opinion that no more favourable terms than 
thoso proposed may be anticipated, and I am to strongly urge their acceptance by your 
Board. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[35596] No. 666. 

India Office to Foreign Office.— (Received September 24.) 

Sir, India Office, September 22, 1909. 

IN' reply to your letters dated the 17th and 20th September, 1909, as to the desire 
of the Bussian Government to effect certain urgent repairs on the Meshed-Naaralabad 
telegraph line, 1 am directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of a note by the 
director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Bopartment on the subject. 

Lord Morley concurs generally in the instructions that Secretary Sir E. Grey 
proposes to issue to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, but lie would 
suggest that, as proposed by Mr. Kirk, consent to the proposal of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment should he given subject to the condition that the now instrument to he installed 
at Birjand should lie of the same* pattern as the present one, which is reported to be 
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non-recording; or that, if it is proposed to substitute a tape-recording instrument in 
place of the defective instrument, the recording portion should he removed, which 
would he a simple matter. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure in No. 666. 

Note n me Dtrenor-in-Cliief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

THE Meshed-Nasratabad line is reported to be in such a bad state that if 
immediate repairs are not carried out there will be complete telegraphic interruption. 
It is to our advantage that these repairs should be carried out by the Russians, both 
on account of maintaining communication for the present and of obtaining a better hue 
when it is transferred to our control. , . . 

There seems to he no objection to installing a new instrument at Jiirjana, 
provided that it is of the same pattern as the present one tliat is reported to he 
defective. This instrument is of a non-recording pattern. If it is proposotl to 
substitute a tape-recording instrument in place of the defective one, objection should, 
I think, be made to this arrangement, unless the recording portion of the instrument 
is removed, which it is a simple matter to do. 

H. A. KIRK. 

September 20, 1909. 


[35620] No. 667. 

India Ol/ice to Foreign Office — (Received September 24.) 

g; r> India Office, September 23, 1909. 

’ IN reply to your letter dated the 15th September, 1909, I am directed by 
Viscount Morley to inform you that the director-iu-ehief of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department has issued instructions to the director at Tehran to arrange lor 
the erection of a second wire oil the Tehrau-Shahrud telegraph line. 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


[35637] 


No. 668. 


Sir G. Barclag lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Ueceivetl September 24.) 

(No 739) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Gnhbek, September 24,1909 

'PHIS morning the new Russian Minister arrived in Tehran. 

1 should like to take this opportunity of recording how highly 1 have appreciated 
the privilege of being able to work during the recout crisis with such a colleague as 
M. Sabline. 

His loyal co-operation and assistance have left mo profoundly grateful. 


[354331 No. 069. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

gj r Foreign Office, September 24, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 22nd instant respecting the naval detachment 
now at Shiraz, I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire to inform 
you that according to a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, the acting 
consul at Shiraz has reported that though there is no immediate danger to foreigners 
there at present, the Governor has no force at his disposal, and it is therefore 
[16G5] 5 11 
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impossible to guarantee that reinforcements will not very soon be required again. In 
the circumstances Sir G. Barclay has instructed the acting consul that the detachment 
should not for the present lie withdrawn. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[35727] 


No. 070. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 


(No. 163.) 

gi r> Gulahek, Autjuttl 27, 1909. 

I HAVE now received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire his able 
statement of the evidence against the mirza of the German vice-consulate, which, I see 
from the print sections, reached you in Major Cox’s despatch No. 3 of the 27th June. 

1 agree with Major Cox in thinking that it would serve no useful purpose to make 
further complaint in regard to the mirza’s intrigues with Seyyid Murteza, or to seek to 
obtain an explanation of the incompatibility of the alleged appeal of the German vice- 
consulate to Berlin for a Gonnan war-ship with the attitude of the Germans in Bushire 
as observed by Major Cox at the time. I propose, therefore, unless instructed to the 
contrary, to say nothing now to my German colleague on either subject. 

I also concur with Major Cox in thinking that it. would be well to follow up the 
information he has already obtained tending to prove the connection of the mirza and 
Messrs. Wonekhaus’ agent with the illicit arms traffic ; should facts come to light 
establishing fully that the mirza is connected with this traffic there should be no 
difficulty in securing his dismissal. 

I have written to Major Cox in the above sense. 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[35728] 


No. G71. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 165.) 

Sir, Gulahek, August 31, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 12 of the 2nd March last enclosing two 
despatches from Captain Lorimer (Nos. 1 and 3) on the subject of the repairs of the 
Godar bridge on the Ahwaz-Ispahau road, I have the honour to forward herewith a 
copy of a further despatch which I have received from His Majesty's Consul at Alnvaz 
on the subject. 

In view of the sorious state into which the bridge is evidently falling, and the 
expense and dislocation of traffic which would be entailed should communication on 
the road become thereby interrupted, I would suggest that steps should be taken as 
soon ns possible to decide the question of the incidence of the responsibility for repairs. 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 671. 

Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. «.) 

Sir, Com//, Ispahan, July 9, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of the Godar bridge, 
and to forward in that connection n comparative memorandum on its present state. 

2. In view of the expense and sorious dislocation of traffic which would be 
entailed if anything sorious happened to the bridge, 1 would bog to request that the 
question of tile incidence of responsibility for the repairs, as raised in your despatch 
No. 42, dated the 2nd March last, bn decided as soon as possible, so as to enable the 
responsible party or parties to take such steps as will ensure the safety of the bridge. 

I have, &c. 

T. RANKING, 

Lieutenant, Indian Army. 


395 


Inclosure 2 in No. 671. 

Memorandum on the state of Godar Bridge , June 1909. 

IT is intended in this Memorandum to draw a comparison between the state of 
the bridge in and its present state; with this end in view I first quote some 

of Captain Lorimer's remarks made at that time, from which also I have been ablo to 
ascertain roughly the position and extent of cracks in the masonry which existed at 
that time. (These being shown in the elevation drawings in red.*) 


East Pier. 

Crack No. 1.—“ This point is now more opened than before. It is now [-inch at 
under part of arch and £-ineh at top. Extends under the arch to the other side." 

Crack No. 2 .—“ The stone here also showed signs of parting. . . . ." 

Crack No. 3.—“ Crack extends Horn top of pier to the other side.” 

At the top of the pier the crack appears to have been then about -j*ir in. wide, it is 
now about J in. 

Crack No. 4.—".... open from Vi null at top to l}-inch at top of arch .... 
extends through the thickuess of the pier.” 

It is impossible to say if the cracks have widened appreciably, ns neither in the 
present case nor, I understand, in the former instance, was it possible to take any 
actual measurements, and, not having seen the bridge before, I am unable to make any 
visual comparison, with the exception noted above, where the crack appears to have 
widened considerably. 


f Vest Pier. 

Such notes as I have of Captain Lorimer's have no reference to the west pier. 

2 With regard to the cracks (shown on the elevation drawing in blue) which 
appear to have developed since the above notes were written by Captain Lorimer, I 
beg to offer the following explanatory remarks:— 


East Pier. 

1. Crack at A. —About inch broad. Splits stones in first and fourth rows, and 
follows the line of the mortar in the second and third rows. Position, about 18 inches 
from inner angle of pier. 

2. t rack at B — About •j'j inch broad. Follows line of mortar—otherwise as at A. 

1 and 2 do not show on west face of east pier. 

3. Crack at C. —About [pinch broad, extends along almost whole length of top of 
pier, between first and second rows of stones. 

4. Crack at D. —About |-inch broad, has joined up with old crack. 

5. Crack at E. —About £-iuch broad, in same line as 3. About 4 inches to 6 inches 
long. 

West Pier. 

1. Crack at A—About ^ inch broad. Position as shown in Elevation HI. Passes 
under arch, and is visible to a like degree on the opposite side. 

2. Crack at B .—About -fa inch broad. Extends right across the top of the arch 
from edge to edge. Position, as shown in Elevation HI. 

3. Crack at C. —About fa inch broad. Extends from top of arch, as shown in 
Elevation HI, to a point roughly vertically above the keystone. 

With regard to the roadway, one or two points caino under notice, which, however, 
it is impossible, without technical and structural knowledge of the bridge, todotermino 
as coming into the category of faults or not. 


Sketch maps not reproduced. 
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Roadway. 

1. The ends of the balustrade on both sides of the roadway appear to have 
shrunk away about 2 inches from the stone basements of the east pier. 

The bridge may, of course, have been built so, and this can only be ascertained 
from those who are in possession of structural facts regarding the bridge. 

2. Facing the west pier. The 1st and 2nd sections (counting from the west face 
of the east pier) of the balustrude on the south side of the roadway. 

Irons are bent, as shown in drawing below Elevation III. 

Whether this is buckling, caused by strain, or merely a structural peculiarity 
must be determined by the builders; though the latter seems the more likely 
explanation, for had it been the former, other irons would have been similarly 

3. Two iron rails of roadway are exposed for the distance of about one yard, 
commencing from a point about two yards from the west' face of the east pier; this 
however can la) easily remedied by putting a little earth over them. 

4. Another point was noticed: On putting the eye on the level of the top of the 
balustrade at a point where it approaches the west face of the east pier, and looking 
along tlie top of the rails across the bridge towards the west pier, the bridge on the 
north side appears to be slightly bent for a short distance northwards out of the 
straight, from a point commencing from the third rivet-plate on the top of the 
balustrade; and on the south side appears to be slightly bent in a like manner south¬ 
wards from a point commencing from the sixth rivet-plate. 

Given that the roadway of the bridge was originally straight, it would appear that 
the bridge is screwing from some cause or other. 

Taking the above facts into consideration, it appears that the bridge has developed 
new cracks, and that, at least in one case, the old cracks have widened since the 
bridge was visited by His Britannic Majesty’s representative at Ahwaz, and such 
being the case it would seem advisable that, when possible, steps be taken to remedy 
both these present defects and structural defects, if any, which may have caused this 
state of affairs. . _. 

T. RANKING, lAcutenant, Indian Army, 

11 is Britannic Majesty 8 Consul at Afiwaz. 


[35729] So. 072. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

t ' ^ Gulahek , August 31, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 157 of the 13th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of an interesting memorandum, which has been drawn up by 
Mi. Churchill, Oriental Secretary to His Majesty’s Legation, giving particulars 
regarding the various Bukhtiari Khans who have taken part in recent events here 
either for or against the nationalists and also regarding the Sipahdar who figured 
prominently as the chief of the revolutionaries from Ueslit, when they marched on the 
capital last month. 

I have, &c. 

• G. BARCLAY. 


P.S.—I also enclose some 


photographs 


illustrative of recent events in Tehran/' 

G. b: 


Inelosure in No. 072. 

Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 

IN view of recent events and of the prominent jmrt taken in them by the 
Bakhtiari lvlmns, it may lx* useful to give a short account of the genealogy and 
characters of the principal Klmiis. 


• Not printed. 
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The following is the genealogical tree of the ruling family :— 

Hussein Kuu Khan. Haji Imam- Kuu Khan. 

(Sons.} 

1. Lutf AH Khan (Amir Mufakham). 

2. Mohamed Hussein Khan (Siqiahdar), death 

3. Mahmud Khan (dead). 

4. Gholam Hussein Khan (Serdar Mohtashem). 

5. Haji Abbas Kuli Khan. 

6. Nassir Khan (Serdar Jang). 

7. Sultan .Mohamed Khan (Serdar Aabraf). 

8. AH Akbor Khan fSaham-es-Sultanoh). 

9. Mohamed Roza Khan (Muiu-i-Homayun). 

Isfendiar Khan became llkhani or supreme chief on the death of his uncle Haji 
Imam Kuli Khan in 1899 and maintained union among the tribesmen until his death in 
1902. He was succeeded by his cousin Mohamed Hussein Khan, Sipahdar, while Nejef 
Kuli Khan, Samsam-es-Sultaneh, was appointed Ilbeggi or vice-chief. 

Haji Ali Kuli Khan, Sardur Assad, who bad travelled to Europe and spoke a little 
French had the reputation of being the discordant element in the tribe and of having 
caused the trouble which arose among the chiefs after the death of Isfendiar Khan. 
He assumed an attitude of superiority to his cousins and even to his elder brother, who 
he declared had inferior rights to his own owing to the fact that his own mother was a 
lady of higher birth than his elder brother’s. This element of discord was made use of 
by the Central Government at Tehran to weaken the authority of the llkhani. The 
Persian Government often used this form of intrigue to prevent semi-independent tribes 
from falling away from their suzerainty 

The status quo was, however, not seriously disturbed until the death in February 
1905 of Mohamed Hussein Khan, Sipahdar, when Haji Ali Kuli Khan's elder brother 
Nejef Kuli Khan, Samsam-es-Sultuueh, was appointed llkhani and Gholam Hussein 
Khan. Sardar Mohtashem, became Ilbeggi. Haji Ali Kuli Khan’s intrigues at Tehran 
finally resulted in his own appointment its llkhani at the end of 1905, but his success 
was only temporary. Early in 1906 the principal members of the two families 
assembled at Tehran and consulted His Majesty’s chargd d’affaires Who gave them good 
advice with the result that Haji Ali Kuli Khan consented to relinquish ull claim to the 
chieftaincy during his elder brother's lifetime. Samsam-es-Sultaneh was then confirmed 
by the Shah as supreme chief and Sardar Mohtashem as Ilbeggi. 

In April 1907 owing to further intrigues the families were again divided and 
Sardar Mohtashem was promoted to the chieftaincy while Sardar Jang became Ilbeggi. 
This change occurred owing to the influence acquired at Court by Amir Mufakham who 
had come to Tehran at the end of 1906 with Mohamed Ali Shah from Tabreez where he 
had been in attendance on His Majesty for some years. 

In August 1907, however, the former arrangement was reverted to and held good 
until the end of 1908, when Mohamed Ali Shah called on the tribe to supply men for 
the operations he had undertaken against Tabreez. 

Amir Mufakham, who remained loyal to Mohamed Ali throughout, could only 
obtain the active adhesion to the royalist cause of his younger brother, Sardar Jang. 
Samsam-es-Sultaneh, the chief, and Sardar Mohtashem, his deputy, refused to go 
to Tehran. 

Sardar Assad left for Europe, and Sardar Zufar obeyed the summons, but succeeded 
in keeping out of active service. 

Shortly after the successful coup d'fiiat of June 1908, Mohamed Ali dismissed 
Samsam-es-Sultaneh from the chieftaincy of the tribe as a sign of his deep displeasure. 
This was followed in January 1909 by the capture* of Ispahan by that chief, who, 
however, had not sufficient courage to follow up his action by the threatened move on 
Tehran. It remained for Sardar Assad to return from Europe, and to put this plan 
into execution. 

It will lie seen that the ruling families are by no means united. The split 
between Amir Mufakham (in association with his brother, Sardar Jang, who threw 
in his lot with Mohamed Ali) and the rest of the Khans, will be difficult to mend. 

Sardar Assad is not liked by the rest of the Kluins, including his own brothers, 
though he is looked up to by the tribesmen on account of his European experience, and 
no doubt his recent achievement will raise him in the estimation of the tribe us 
paramount chief, but it remains to be seen whether lie will lie able to assume the title 
officially. 

[1065j 5 I 


1. Isfendiar Khan (dead). 

2. Nejef Knit Khun (Satusam-eH-Snllaneh). 

3. Amir Kuli Khan (dead). 

4. Haji Ali Kuli Khan (Serdar Assad). 

A. Haji Khosrou Khan (Serdar Zufar). 

6. loussuf Khau (Snlar Ilashmat). 
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Sardar Assad is not generally credited with possessing any considerable qualities. 
He is vain, indolent, and self-opinionated. He lias not the «>urage to state ns 
opinions and intentions in the face of opposition. It is true that he advanced on 
Tehran and joined the Sipahdar’* force, in the face o urgent joint Anglo-Russ an 
representations, which warned him of the danger of lus action leading to 1 
intervention. But it must be remembered that, during the several months he 
remained inactive at Ispahan, he was taunted by the European press and elsewhere 
and twitted for his want of courage, patriotism, and initiative. He had no doubt been 
considerably influenced while in Europe by the Persian refugees there and ajso by 
European sympathizers. Ilis amour-propre and vanity could stand the strain no 
longer, and' he finally decided to move, and, having once started, it was practically 
impossible, save by the complete loss of all that is dear to such a man, to retire. 

With the poor forces at the disposal of Mohamed Ah. and the want ni discipline, 
courage, money, or commanders, it was a foregone conclusion that once the so-called 
nationalist forces joined, and threatened the capital, nothing remained tor Mohamed 
Ali to do hut to take refuge af the Russian Legation, and thereby to abdicate. 

Sipahtlar-i-Azam. Vali Khan, formerly known as Nasr-es-Stiltaiieh, under which 
title lie will he found in the Biographical Notices of 1905, was born about 1840 lie 
has held a number of important provincial governorships, including that ot trhdan, 
Where he governed comparatively well from 1899 to 1993, He had previously been 
Mint Master and Minister of the Treasury. In 1905 lie was appointed Minister of 
Telegraphs, which Sardar Mansur administered for hnn during his absence tioin U07 

In August 1008 he was sent by Mohamed Ali Shah to command the troops ordered 
to liesiege ^Tahreez, hut lie refused to co-operate with Aiu-ed-Dowleh, and withdrew, 
leaving the command entirely to the latter. He next appeared mysteriously at Resht 
in February 1900, a few days after the murder of the governor by a baud of revolution- 
aries, including some Caucasians and a few of his own followers. He was chosen >v the 
people as governor, and from that date until the capture of Tehran on the 16th July he 
figured ns chief of the* revolutionaries, who held the Resht-Kazvin road throughout the 
Boride of 1909 and captured Knzvin in April on Mohamed All’s birthday. 

Sipahdar is no nationalist, and during 1906 he openly expressed Ins contempt for 
the reform movement which had then begun to manifest itself, and lie took a prominent 
part in suppressing the outbreaks of July by shooting down the people. 

lie, however,detested Mohamed Ali personally for the want of confidence displayed 
towards him, as, in fact, was the ex-Shah s custom in his dealings with all his subjects. 

He is a man of quite exceptional qualities and means for a Persian. He is out- 
spoken and sometimes quite embarrassingly frank. But he of course has characteristic 
Persian duplicity, and throughout his stay at Knzvin he was secretly in treaty with 
Mohamed Ali, through the Russian Legation, with a view to the possibility ot being 
obliged to abandon his following and to throw himself at Mohamed Alls mercy under 
Russian protection. .... ~,, , , 

Even when he had come as far as Kerej, within JO miles of the capital, when it was 
still uncertain how events would turn, Europeans who saw him declare that he was a 
reluctant figure-head, and that the Caucasian element forced him on. 

He owns considerable estates in Gliilan, Muzaudemn, in the Kazvin district, and 

elsewhere. 6 p CHURCHILL. 

August 24, 1909. 


[35731] No. 673. 

Sir G. Bur clay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 27.) 

(No. 108.) Gulahek, September 9, 1909. 

DURING the past four weeks the principal scats of disturbance have been the 
Kermun district, where a large band of Arab robbers has been ravaging the country 
and the neighbourhood of Sultanabad, where the depredations of the Lurs, noticed in 
previous monthly summaries, still continue. In the north there have been affrays 
between the Russian consular escort at Uruinia and some Kurds at a village near (see my 
telegram No. 707), and between some of the Russian troops at Tabreez and a band of 
fedai near Maraud. But except for the above there have been no serious disturbances. 
While lawlessness is rife on most of the southern roads, esjiecially on the Bushire- 
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Ispahan road as far north as Abadeh and on the Kerman-Yezd route, no disturbances 
are reported from the principal towns in the provinces, and in the capital perfect order 
prevails. . 

Government is still entirely in the hands of the committee, now generally known 
as the “ directoire ” ; the composition of this body has been slightly modified by the 
admission of some ot the Cabinet members, notably feardar Assad, Ministoi ot the 
Interior, and Sipahdar, Minister of War—a change made in the interest of harmony 
between the body which really governs and the ministers who exist merely to carry out 
its orders and maintain the semblance of a Cabinet. Sardar Assad and Sipahdar, the 
latter especially, had on several occasions acted independently ot the committee, and it 
was thought that their inclusion in that body would bring them into line. I believe it 
has nut had the desired effect with Sipahdar, who, according to all accounts, is still 
refractory. He seems even to he scheming against the directoire, though he is a 
member of it, for 1 am confidentially informed by my Russian colleague that lie recently 
begged him to prevent any money from being advanced to it. The directoire, however, 
made light of his opposition, and, as far as I can ascertain, there is no foundation lor the 
impression which my Russian colleague seems to have given to his Government, that 
there is divergence between it and the Cabinet as a body. 

I notice in one of the numbers of the “ Times ” which has just reached me that, 
according to its St. Petersburgh correspondent,a pessimistic view is taken in Russian official 
circles of the situation, and it is asserted that anarchy is increasing in several provinces, 
that the roads are infested bv robbers, and that commerce is said to be losing heavily. 

I gather from this telegram that an impression prevails in St. Petersburgh that things 
in Persia are worse after a month ol the new Government than they were under the 
late rdgime. I do not think that this impression is warranted by facts, it is nothing 
new that the roads are infested with rubbers. The same might have been asserted at 
anv time during my year’s experience of Persia. The allegation that commerce is losing 
heavily is one that was made with equal truth under the late regime ; and as regards 
Russian commerce, it is of very questionable accuracy. M. Murnard informs me that 
the northern customs receipts are increasing rather than falling. Nor is it true, I 
think, that anarchy is on the increase. There are disorders in certain districts, but this 
also is no new thing, and until the country receives substantial pecuniary assistance it 
would be folly to expect in this respect any great improvement, no matter what Govern¬ 
ment rules m Tehran. At the present moment the Government is living front 
hand to mouth on what it can collect by means of forced contributions from reac¬ 
tionaries, supplemented by meagre doles from the heavily pledged customs. Ihe^r 
derive nothing from what is usually the main source of revenue, the “ maliat,” 
which I understand they do not feel strong enough to collect till the Medjliss 
meets. They are thinking of pawning some of the Crown jewels; hut these expe¬ 
dients afford no means for a systematic attempt to pacify the disturbed districts, and 
merelv enable them to carry on. Whether they will suffice to keep them going till the 
meeting of the Medjliss, which will commence its sittings as soon us a quorum of 
deputies is present at Tehran— proliably in the middle of next month remains to be 
seen. What is certain is that they will not apply to the two Governments for an 
advance, which they know must mean at least supervision of expenditure, until their 
need is extreme, and then the sooner a substantial sum is advanced the better. 
Refusal might well involve application to a third Power or a collapse of the new regime; 
neither contingency would be at all to our liking. 

I notice with regret that His Majesty’s chargd d’affaires at St. Petersburgh thinks 
that the Russian Government will be indisposed not only to make a small advance, but 
also, and even more so, to facilitate an eventual loan. It is unfortunate that at a 
moment when, if ever, Persia stands in need of the good-will of the two great neigh¬ 
bouring Powers, those who conduct affairs should have given umbrage to Russia. They 
have cmvsen to forget that the recent revolution was carried through by the sufferance 
of Russia, and they regard it as entitling them to freedom from Russian influence, of 
the exercise of which they have had such unhappy experience in the past. They 
intensely resent the continued presence of the Russian troops at Kazvin, when there is 
no sign of disorder in Tehran or on the Resht road. This resentment doubtless counts 
for a good deal in the* injudicious attitude of the post few weeks, by which they have 
incurred Russia’s ill-will. The appointment of Mukliber*es-Saltnneh as governor- 
general of Azerbaijan, the dismissal of M. Smirnov, in whom they saw a prospective 
Uhapchal, their efforts to deprive the scoundrels in the ex-Shah’s suite of the ordinary 
privileges of hast, and the annoyance they have displayed at the manner in which 
Russian protection is now shown to have been granted m the past, all of those mani- 
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festations ol the revolt ngainflt Russian influence are in themselves perfectly natural and 
intelligible, but coming at the time they did, when Russia was naturally sensitive at the 
change in the balance of the two Powers' influence, inseparable from the advent of a 
constitutional Government in Tehran, they constitute a foolish blunder. It is to be 
hoped that the consequence will not tie an uncompromising attitude in St. Petersburgh 
in the question of financial assistance. Under the influence of the anti-Russian attitude 
of the committee, on the one hand, and of the criticisms to which he has been subjected 
for his self-restraint during the recent crisis on the other, my Russian colleague has lately 
adopted anything but a conciliatory and sympathetic attitude towards the new Govern¬ 
ment, but I am happy to say that be is prepared, if the Persian Government applies for 
money to the two Powers, to recommend an advance under proper control. 1 trust that 
M. Poklewski, who is due to arrive here next week, will not only take the same line in 
the question of financial assistance when the time comes, but will also adopt a conciliatory 
attitude in other matters. A show of good-will as regards financial and other matters, 
such as the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin after Mohammad Ali has 
left Tehran and a more considerate attitude as regards the granting of Russian protec¬ 
tion to Persian subjects, would do more to stem the revolt against Russian influence 
than any attempt to impose that influence short of upsetting the present Government. 

1 have, «fcc. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[35732] No. 674. 

Sir Ci. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 109. Confidential.) 

gi Fi Gulahek , September 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 157 of the 17th March, I have the honour to 
forward herewith ‘copy of a despatch from Iiis Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire, 
transmitting correspondence regarding the question of the Perso-Turkish boundary-line 
so far as it concerns Mohammernh territory. 

In the interesting despatch from Mr. Wilson which forms part of this corre¬ 
spondence, that gentleman points out that tho boundary laid down by the Mediating 
Commission differs considerably to the disadvantage of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, from 
the frontier locally recognized by the Bussorah and Mohammerah authorities. 

To raise the question of tins portion of the Perso-Turkish frontier at this moment 
would Ik* to do so unnecessarily, but I presume that when it is raised His Majesty’s 
Government would 1 m* prepared, in view of Mr. Wilson’s information, to reconsider the 
ruling recorded in your despatch No. 75 to the late Sir Nicholas O’Conor of the *25th 
February, 1908, which was made, 1 take it, with a view to l)e used if necessary for the 
prevention of possible Turkish encroachments, and was, I believe, never brought to the 
notice of t he Porte. 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 674. 

Major Cox to >ir G. Barclay. 

(No. 60. Confidential.) 

gi F| Bushire, July 4, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your telegram No. 49, dated the 17th March, 1909, 
addressed to His Majesty's Secretary of State and repeated to India and to me, and 
beg to forward, for your information in that connection, copies of the correspondence 
cited in the appended list dealing with the vexed question of the Perso-Turkish 
boundary-line so far as it affects Mohammerah territory. 

The Bushire records do not enable me to supplement the information now furnished 
except to the extent indicated in rav memorandum, and 1 therefore confine myself to an 
expression of the view, with which I feel sure you will be in agreement, that it is of much 
importance that all available documentary evidence lienring on the boundary question 
should l >e authoritatively examined and His Majesty's legation and local officer*apprised, 
as precisely as may prove feasible, of the course which Iiis Majesty’s Government find 
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themselves prepared to recoghise provisionally as the correct boundary between 
Mohammerah territory and Turkey. 

T am forwarding copies of the papers simultaneously to the Government of India, 
who will doubtless be pleased to examine their records for any maps or documents 
bearing on the question. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul-General for Ears, fyc. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 674. 

Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cox. 

Sir, Moliammeraht May 26, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the Arabistan portion of the 
Perso-Turkish boundary-line. 

I will commence by a brief recapitulation of its history. 

2. By article 3 of the Treaty of Erzeroum provision was made for the appointment 
of a commission to define the Perso-Turkish boundary ( vide Aitchi son’s “Treaties," 
vol. ix, Appendix 17). 

This commission, as appears from p. 218 of Ilertslet’s “Persian Treaties, 1891, 
held meetings in Bagdad and Mohammerah in 1849-50-51. In 1851 Lord Palmerston 
stated that it was clear that no settlement, could be come to except by an arbitrary 
decision on the part of Great Britain and Russia, and he therefore proposed that the 
general line of frontier should lie traced by the agents of the Mussulman Powers at 
Constantinople, assisted by the commissioners, leaving doubtful localities to be settled 
in detail in future. 

3. The Russian Government agreed to this proposal, and the work of surveying 
the whdle frontier was then commenced. In September 1869 a copy of the map thus 
prepared was officially communicated to the Turkish and Persian Governments, but no 
boundary was marked on it, the Porte having been informed that, in the opinion of the 
mediating Powers, the future line of Ixmndary was to l>o found within the limits 
traced on the map (a strip of country 20 to 40 miles wide), and that the two 
Mahonmiedan Governments should themselves mark out the line. The boundary has 
remained unsettled to tho present day. 

4. In August I860 a protocol was concluded between Turkey and Persia for the 
maintenance of the status yuo on the frontier. It was renewed in 1873 and is still in 
force ( vide Aitchison, Appendix 18). 

5. In Marcli 1909, in discussing the sheikh of Moluunmerah's anxieties regarding 
Turkish aggression, Sir George Barclay suggested to His Majesty’s Government “that 
the sheikh might l>e informed of the substance of Sir E. Grey's despatch No. 75 of the 
25th February, 1908, to Sir N. ©’Conor, in which the latter was informed that in tho 
Mohammerah district His Majesty’s Government were not prepared to recognize any 
other frontier than that laid down bv the Mediating Commission in 1850.” 

6. It is on the subject of this boundury, and tho results that would accrue from 
our upholding it now, that I venture to address you. 

There is nothing in the pages of Aitchison or Hertslet to show that the Mediating 
Commission ever “ laid down” a boundary. The declaration of 1865 (vide paragraph 3 
supra) did not refer to it, and the frontier map presented in 1869 did not show a 
boundary at all. 

This is confirmed by an inspection of the map, which was published at tho Ordnance 
Office, Southampton, in 1870 (scale 4 miles = 1”). 

7. Further, as far as my incomplete information goes, it seems not unreasonable to 
suppose that the recommendations of the commission in 1851 were cancelled by the 
declaration referred to al)ovo. In any case 1 can discover nothing to show that the 
recommendation was ever accepted by tho Persian or Turkish Governments,* or that 
the line recommended was ever marked out on the ground. 

8. A marginal notef in the first edition of the Survey of India Map of Persia 

• It was accented by tin* Persian Government (we No. 8801), Confidential, of 11)00).—A. I*. 

f Tin* Perso-Turkish Inundary from the Shutt-el-Arab to Havrfeeh in that recommended by the Perso- 
Turkish Boundary Commission iu 1851. 

[1GG51 5 K 
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(16 miles = 1") makes it plain that the boundary referred to by Sir E. Grey is that 
now marked on most maps, and shown in the above map 0 as running from Failiya to 
Hawizeh (see enclosure (A)). The third edition of the same map shows the boundary 
running from Mohammerah town to a point south of Hawizeh, but this is probably a 
draughtsman’s error. 

9. I submit that this boundary is not in accordance with the frontier locally • 
recognised by the Bussorah and Mohammerah authorities, and that any attempt on our 
part to assert its validity or to cause its recognition, would cause grave injustice to the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, and would in fact involve a wholly impracticable alteration of 
the status <juo. 

From Mohammerah to Hawizeh the country is desert, so we need only consider 
the position of the boundary at these two places, assuming for the present a straight 
line across the intervening space. 

10. Enclosure (B) shows the actual boundary at the point where it takes off from 
the Shatt-el-Arab until it reaches the desert which stretches uninterruptedly thence to 
Hawizeh. This part of the boundary, which is 5 miles west of that “ recommended ” hy 
the Mediating Commission, is as far as I know not disputed locally by either party. 
The sheikh has built several palaces on it, and no objection having been raised to his 
doing so, it may bo considered that, in view of the provisions of paragraph 4 of the 
Porso-Turkish protocol of 1861), his right to this territory is not disputed. 

11. The shaded red line on en3osure (A) indicates approximately the boundary 
claimed by the sheikh north of Mohammerah. As lar os that portion of the lw>undury 
west of Hawizeh is concerned, our lack of exact geographical knowledge renders it 
impossible to lay down the limits of Hawizeh territory with certainty, but the sheikh’s 
contention that the ground for 6 or 8 farsakhs west of Hawizeh is and bus for many 
generations been occupied by the fcrilxjs tributary to the Wali of Hawizeh, and conse¬ 
quently to the Persian Government, is fully borne out by such facts as I have been able 
to ascertain. The extensive irrigation system of Hawizeh extends nearly 16 miles to 
the west of the town, and, though only a few of the camels are now in use, Sheikh 
Khazal hopes, hy restoring the dam at Kilt Nahr llushim, to bring them into use again. 
Beyond the area irrigable by the canal system shown on the map extend marshes 
inhabited hy Beni Turuf Arabs, lawless tribes, to punish whom the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah collected a large force and expended large sums in military preparations 
last year. 

12. But whatever the true line of demarcation lx*, I venture to think that the 
boundary referred to in Sir E. Grey’s despatch, which bisects the territory of the Wali 
of Hawizeh, placing some of its inhabitants (including the turbulent^Bem Turuf) under 
Turkish rule, whilst leaving in Persian territory the head-waters of the canal system on 
which they depend is one which it would he impossible, for us to urge upon the sheikh 
or upon the Persian Government Its adoption would prevent the steady consolidation 
of the Sheikh of Mohammeruh’s authority west of the Korun, us it would place out of 
his powor the tribes whose incursions into Persian territory are a constant menace to the 
peace of the district, hut who are now under the control of the sheikh. It would 
deprive the sheikh of thousands of.acrea of valuable date groves and irrigated lauds, and 
entirely upset the status <juo. 

18. I therefore submit that we should altogether disregard the " recommendations” 
of the Mediating Commission of 1851 as far as they affect the Mohammerah-Hawizeh 
frontier and simply take our stand on the authoritative A agio-Russian declaration of 
May 1865 that the future line of boundary is to be found within the limits of the map 
which was presented in 1869. 

This policy will perpetuate the status t/uo , as is presumably desired hy His 
Majesty’s Government, and will not prejudice the consideration of the question at any 
future time. 

1 have, &c. 

A. T. WILSON, Lieutenant , [.A. 


• Sol i>riute»l. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 674. 

Major Cox to Consul McDouall. 

gj rj Bushire , June 8 , 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will be good enough to let me have 
any observations you may w*ish to make in comment of Lieutenant Wilsons letter, 
dated the 26th May, 1909, on the subject of the boundary between Mohammerah 
territory and Turkey. 

I have, S:c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 074. 

Consul McDouall to Major Cox. 

(No. 05. Confidential.) 

g.j r Mohammerah, June 12, 1909. 

IN compliance with your despatch No. 1366, dated the 8th June, regarding 
Lieutenant Wilson’s letter on the subject of the Perso-Turkish border near Mohnm- 
merah, I have the honour to inform you that I entirely agree with the statements made 
by him. 'file boundary tie shows near Dainji is that which for some years has to my 
knowledge lxien acknowledged as the border hy the two local Governments. I enclose 
a translation from the French ol Cufnot's “ lurquie d’Asie, which confirms this, in so 
far that the Persian border is on the limits of the Daiaji district As a fact, there are 
one or two districts between Daiaji and the creek Nahr Yousif. The names also below 
that are. incomplete, and not arranged in proper order. Mirza Hamza tolls me that 
about thirty years ago a dispute occurred ns to the ownership of the limestone, which is 
found from Daiaji to Mendowan, and is used to make “ gaol),” and that the present 
border was then fixed by representatives oi the Bussorah and Mohammerah authorities, 
giving the limestone to Mohammerah. 

in 1892 and 1893 the Turks claimed the right to collect duty on goods from, or 
for, Mohammerah, saying that they did not recognise Mohammerah ns foreign territory, 
or that only the town and not the district of Mohammerah were acknowledged as 
Persian by the Treaty of Erzeroum. This appears not to have been pressed, and 
gradually dropped, for the claim has not lieen made since 1894. 

Ill 1899 the Bussorah authorities were making an embankment on the Daiaji 
border, and were extending it across the border. On a personal protest hy the Sheikli 
of Moliammernh’s deputy they withdrew, and since then there have boon no disputes as 
to this border. The Islands' of Aghuwat and Barin were formerly said to he under 
dispute ; hut the Turkish ting lias occasionally in recent years been flown there without 
dispute. The sheikh or his family own land in Daiaji, and his father, before lie 
became independent of the Cheat) Sheikh, used to reside there at times. 

In short, to my knowledge, during the last, ten years, there lias been no attempt 
to dispute the border as shown by Lieutenant Wilson at Daiaji, and both local Govern¬ 
ments exercise full authority on their respective sides of that border. 

I have, &o. 

W. MoDOUALL. 


inclosure 5 in No. 074. 

Extract from the french of Cufnet's “ Turquie d'Asie," Bussorah. p. 232, “ Vilayet of 
Bussorah .” 

(Translation.) 

THE Mouknta, in which aro specially and almoin exclusively cultivated the date, 
are ou both banks of the river from Kornn on the right hank and from Mezra on the 
left, as follows:— 

Side of Kerdellan (left hank Shatt-el-Arab)— 

Mezra. 
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El Dehedji (i.e., Daiaji) (at the limits of this Moukata commence the Persian 
possessions as follows):— 

Nnhr Yousef. 

Abou Djedie. 

El Tahsin. 

El Filieh. 

El Dourband. 

Hezan. 

Koufc Cheikh Djahor. 

El Djarf. 

El Berem. 

El Harthe. 

Koeseibe (ill GusiL), situated opposite Fao, residence of the mudir of 
the Nahie of the same name. 

When the fortifications of Kao were commenced the Ottoman engineers wished 
also to construct at KoBscibe, in order to defend lmtli banks of the Shatt-ol-Arab; but 
they were surprised to learn that the territory situated on the left bank belonged to 
Persia. The fortifications of Fao, which gave place in 1890 to a political incident, 
promptly and happily settled, are to-day nearly finished. In connection with the 
same incident the question relative to the territory from Nahr Y ousef to Kosseibe has 
been settled by a commission ad hoc, which has definitely attributed this territory to 
Persia. * 


Inclosure 6 in No. 674. 

Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cot. 

gj r Mohammerah, June 12, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 29th May, 1909, I have the honour to state 
that the Survey of India have since informed me that the boundaries on all maps 
Issued bv them are inserted by the Foreign Department, and that the Survey of India 
have no responsibility in the matter. 

•>. I enclose one copy of a tracing * sent to me by the Survey of India, of a map 
bearing on the Turco-Persian boundary claims. I was unfortunately vouchsafed no 
information as to the authorship*)* of source of the original; its value lies in the fact that 
it corroborates the opinion previously expressed, that the Mediating Commissioners line 
ran direct from Failiyali to Hawizen. 

I have, &c. 

A. T. WILSON. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 674. 

Memorandum by Major Cox. 

IT will he noticed that His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah in his despatch 
dated the 12tli June last, and addressed to the Political Resident, Bushire, states that, 
to his personal knowledge, the boundary shown on Lieutenant \\ ilson s map at Daiaji 
has been for some vears acknowledged as correct by the two local Governments, while 
in bin bitter to Resident duted the 29th December, 1904, of which the purport was 
forwarded with Residency letter dated the 29th January, 1905, to the Government 
of India, ho stated that the Khayen Creek was the boundary acknowledged by 
load authorities on both sides. The apparent discrepancy between these two 
statements is to l>e explained thus 

If the boundary-line is taken from the embouchure of the Karun River, it follows 
the centre of the deep-water channel of the Shatt-el-Arab, passing between the Islands 
IJinau-ul-Kassis, Uinm-nl-Rhassnsif, and the Persian mainland until it readies a point 

• Nol printed. . . 

t The authors **1 thin map were the Mediating CotnuiUaionott who defined the frontier as ebowo in 
1850.—A. 1*. 
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opposite the mouth of the Khayin Creek ; it then leaves the Shatt-el-Arab, and for 
about 5 miles follows a small creek running parallel to the left- bank of that- river 
between the Persian mainland and Agawat and Barin Islands until the village of 
Daiaji is reached. From that point the boundary-line turns almost due north, passing 
between Daiaji and Saiyid Gharib (vide map marked “B”). 

His Majesty’s consul, in his letter dated the 29th December, 1904, was writing on 
the subject of Turkish and Persian jurisdiction on the Shatt-el-Arab, and therefore 
quoted the Kayin Creek us the boundary, since west of that creek the frontier-line 
leaves the Shatt-el-Arab. In his despatch dated the 12th June, 1909, however, 
the question was not as to the point at which the frontier-line left the Shatt-el-Arab, 
but as to the western land frontier of Persia, and he agrees with Lieutenaut Wilson 
that the southern and western frontier-lines should meet at, or in close proximity 
to, Daiaji. 

P. Z. COX, Major, 

July 4, 1909. Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 


[35733] No. 675. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 170.) 

__ Gulahek. September 9, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s acting consul at Tabreez, reporting the arrival of the 

f overnor-general of Azerbaijan at that place, and the subsequent relations between his 
Ixcellency and the Russian military authorities. 

The difficulties of Mukhher-es-Saltaiieh’s position upon his arrival at his post 
without troops or adequate funds cannot be too greatly emphasised, blit his Excellency 
appears from the first to have fully realised the necessity of conciliating the Russian 
military authorities, and though his attitude in regard to Sattar Khan and Bagher 
Khan was at the beginning injudicious, his ready acceptance of Mr. Smart’s advice 
argues a just appreciation on his part of the urgency of in no way giving ground to the 
Russians for interference. 

The activity of the Russian authorities is at this juncture to be regretted, and 
must, as Mr. Smart points out, encourage such reactionary leaders as Rahim Klian, 
hut, on the oilier hand, a complete withdrawal of the Russian forces at the present 
moment would inevitably call forth vigorous protests from the foreign community of 
Tabreez. 

Since the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Urumia, and while the town remains 
without a governor, the unrest of the Kurds must give rise to disorders, ami the 
possibility of a reoccupation of the district by Turkey remuins a standing menace. I 
shall endeavour to hasten the appointment of a strong governor to Urumia, and it is 
to be hoped that the dispatch of troops as escort to the governor-general—these 
left Tehran on the 4th instant, as reported in my telegram No. 717 of the 6th instant— 
will enable his Excellency to deal effectively with the situation and materially 
strengthen the position which his moral influence has already gained for him among 
the population of Tabreez. 

I have, &o. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosurc in No. 675. 

Acting Consul Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 26.) 

lTTTmrr Tabreez, August 29, 1909. 

\> llli reference to my telegram No. 181, I have the honour to report that the 
governor-general made his entry into Tabreez on the 20th instant without any state. 

On the 25th instant the Mukhber-es-Sult&neh returned my visit, and spoke to me 
wry frankly on the general situation And the policy he proposed to pursue. He was 
quite sure that he could maintain order without the Russian troops, whose presence 
was rather a hindrance than a help to the pacification. As long as the Russians were 
at labreez and the late Shah at Zerguendeh, the reactionaries, especially Rahim Khan 
[1GC5J 5 L 
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would be encouraged to resist the constitutional regime. Tl.e comluct of the »™nana 
in sending an expedition to Knradagh without even notifying him. and m general y 
interfering in the internal administration of the province, weakened hu 
rendered the task of the governor almost impossible. He was await that the Kuauans 
were hostile to him, and. although he would do his liest to cultivate friendly relations 
with them, he had not much hope of conciliating them. 

He then explained to me his plans regarding, Snttnv, Bagher and. the Mm. m 
wished to keep Setter and Banker and form the Mai. into a regular fo«ie. The^| 
lmd robbed hitherto because they had been in a state of war and under ino 'ero 'i se 
Government. If properly paid and disciplined they would be a useful force and would 
at any rate mb leis than the tribal horsemen coming from Tehran. He knew ttaat 
Rahim Khali was incditating revolt, and the fear of Sattar and his fella,s alone 
restrained him. If they were removed Haliim Khan would begin plundering round 

r “' ,r r told Mukhber.es-Sultaueh that: I entirely disagreed with him and warne djimv 
that, unless he got rid of Sattar and Bagher and broke up the fedais, “J £ ' X, “ 
to expect tlic- Russian troop'SAo withdrew. I showed him a cop) of i w i itten ordei 
seized by the Russians from fed,™ near Man,ml, hearing tlie ^.|tl o f Sattar to ote 
of Ids lieutenants, charging him to proceed against the Khan of Mnku^ Such pro 
eeedings on the part of a person having no officii position 
fed,UK lmd become a state within a state and a terror to all tint merchant a ) 

classes. Unless they were energetically suppressed, British merchants would he the 
to protest loudlv against tile withdrawal of the Russian troops. 

Mukhl.er-es-Sidtaueli seemed to he impressed hv my arguments. 

He said, however, that lie could take no steps in the direction I had indicated 
until the arrival of the troops from Tehran. 1 impressed on him tin 
necessity of Ids conciliating the Itussians, without whose co-operation lus task would he 

eXOe T^,S P rohlcmubefore the govern,,,-general are the fedais and the three 
powerful reactionary chiefs, Samnd Khali, governor of Maragha, Ikbal-eft-Saltane , 
khan ol Mtikn, ami Rahim Khan. With regard to the tedais, Xlukliher-es-bnliai eh 
has lust sent me a message to.the effect that lie propped to have a frank consultation 
willnnv Russian colleague on the subject. He added that, it Mr. Miller aw I n )se If 
insisted on-the temovaf „f Sattar anil Bagher and the suppression of the fedais, lie 
would cm form ... that policy as soon as he had accent tores 

\s regards the three reactionaries mentioned above, Samad Khan is a good B o\ein r, 
of the old Style, and, if not persecuted, would serve the constitutional Government 
Mukliber-es-Snltimeh pronoses to retain him at Ins post, mid he is also " 

friendly agreement with the Klian of Mnku. With regard to ltalum Khan, although 
nothing km vet been decided, probably the only course open to the goyernoi-geneinl 
will bo'stem repression, ns soon as he is in a position to operate against that tuibuler.t 
bandit Meanwhile, these three chiefs are showing signs ol apprehension anil are all 
in communication with the Russians. It is to lie hoped, however, that the Rumnns 
will not interfere and prevent the normal course of events. Tile Russian ml taiy 
authorities have shown some undesirable activity during the past month, Imt lam 
inclined to think that this is due to the initiative of my Russian colleague. I .ey 
have had two alfravs with fedais, one at Zal, as reported in my telegram Ms 180 
of the 12th instant, ami the other at Ttmcheh, both, villages near Mai and. At 
latter village the inhabitants, from whom the ledais were extorting money, calk 
in the Russians, who drove out the fedais, killing and wounding several and taking 
some prisoners. There were no casualties .... the Russian side ill either affray, 
Mr. Miller Inis at last consented to hand over the prisoners, who had been detained 
the Russian camp, to the governor-general. 

A small detachment of Cossacks, hv mistake and much to the annoyance of my 
Russian colleagues, disarmed the inhabitants of Karamahk, a reactionary suliuib ot 

The exiieditiail to Kamdgidi, reported in my telegram No. 182 ol the 21st instant, 
is very regrettable, both on account of the complications which may arise from the 
passage iff troops through disturbed districts and also on account of the unfortunate 
suspicions regarding the intentions of the Russians which tins expedition has aroused 
in Tabrecz, Rahim Klian accorded the troops a magnificent reception on their arrival 

[t is obvious that if the Russian military authorities continue to photv the same 
activity now timt tliu governor-general has arrived, the hitters credit in the province 
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will he much impaired. It is, therefore, most desirable that considerable reductions 
should now be made in the Russian force, which is much too large tor its avowed ob echc 
As reported in my telegram -No. 184 of the 26th instant, my Russian colleague said he 
would recommend his Government to begin the gradual reduction of the^ troops, 
leaving only two companies of infantry, 400 Cossacks, and half a company of sappers in 

all about 1,100 men for the town „ml the Julia road. Mr. Miller evidently counts ou 

this force’s remaining here through the winter. He tells me that the Peis,an Mmistei 
in St. Petersburg!, has pressed for the immediate withdrawal of all the troops, asserting 
that Mukliber-es-Saltaneh has undertaken to ensure general security m that event. 
However excellent Mukhber-es-Saltaneh’s intentions may be, it would ho most 
inadvisable to withdraw all the Russian troops before a Strong force has arrived from 
Tellran and the fedais have been suppressed. At the mere rumour of large reductions 
in the Russian force, the British merchants here express d to me their great anxiety 
at the prospect of being loft without the protection of the 

announcement of their total withdrawal at this moment would call forth vigorous 
protests from nearly all Europeans here, including the British. 

The general state of the province is about the same as last month though there 
is „ slight improvement in Eastern Azerbaijan. The nationalists at Ardebil executed 
a number of reactionaries who lmd just come out of “ bast at the Russian consulate 
hut since the arrival of the new govern..,-, Fnth-es43i,Uau the town has been cpnet. The 
Shahsevens have for the present ceased from their depredations and carevansare roniing 
through from Ardebil to Tnbreez. Merchants, however, do not dare yet to tiust their 
noods on the Tehran road. , , ... IT • 

Muhtashen-es-Saltuueh and the Urnu deputation are still at Tabrecz while Urmi 
remains governor-less. Now that the Turkish troops have w ithdrawn from the Uim, 
district, Vt is most dangerous to leave Urmi without a governor and protecting force 
a.minst the Kurds. A Kurdish outbreak would probably suit Turkeys policy, as it 
could lie used as an argument for the reoccupation of the 1 mu district. Already an 
incident has occurred which may have serious consequences. Some Kurds were persecuting 
the inhabitants of Mar Sergis, a Christian village 6 miles from Urmi, close to thesummer 
residence of the Archbishop of Canterbury's mission. 11,e Russian^ 

>1 Boris Miller, after vainly trying to get the impotent local authoritiesto take the 
necessary steps, sent a Russia,,'officer with twenty-six soldiers and nine Cossacks of 
the consular guard to drive the Kurds out of the village. The Kurds, collecting m some 
force, resisted the Russians with rifle-fire, wounding two soldiers and capturing five 
runaway Cossack horses. The Russians, finding that they could not dislodge the Kurds, 
fell hack into the town. According to the account supplied to mo by the 
Rev F B. Brown, of the English mission, oil the next day (the - 4 th August) 
M. Boris Miller, in deference apparently to Persian objections to the use ot Russian 
troops, dispatched armed Syrians against the Kurds, who, according to the latest 
information received, are still established on the hillside dominating trim at a distance 
of about: 6 miles. According to Boris Miller, the Kurd? are being incited, it not 
actually led, by Turkish officers. Fifty Russian soldiers leave to-morrow- to strengthen 
the consular guards at Urmi, hut my Russian colleague assures me that no further 
offensive operations will lie indulged in. It remains to ho seen what view the I urks 
will take of the Russian action. ,. 

With such anarchy prevailing all over the province and the difficulties caused by 
the activity of the Russian troops, the task before the Mukliher-es-Saltaneh is difficult 
ill the extreme. He cannot count on the co-operation ot the Russians, but lie enjoys 
the confidence of the population of Tabrecz. He is prudent, taotful, and sensible 
enough to compromise when necessary. If he can succeed in u-inmug over a* 
Russians, and if the late Shah is soon removed from the country, it should not bebeyona 
his power to pacify the province to such an extent us to justify the total withdrawal 
of the Russian troops. Of course this result cannot he obtained unless he receives a 
reliable force from Tehran and is able to find money for his empty treasury. I lie 
Persian Government have only promised him 50,000 tomans, but he is trying to raise 

locally a loan of 100,000 tomans. 

J I have, &e. 

W. A. SMART. 
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No. 676. 

Sir G. Unrclay to Sir Edu-ard Grey—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 171.) 

Sir, Gulahek, Septembrr 9, 1909. 

IN my <lesputcli No. 156 of the 12th August l forwarded copy of a protocol 
signed by Mr. Churchill ami M. Bnranowskv, the dragomans of the two legations, and 
the delegates of the Persian Government, recording the arrangements winch had been 
made for the surrender of the Crown jewels by the ex-Shah, and the grant of a pension 
to him of 75.000 tomans per* annum, and fixing the 17th August os the date of his 
departure. It had been intended that this protocol should be ratified by the repre¬ 
sentatives of the two Poweis and the members of the Persian Cabinet; but, as you are 
aware, before the date fixed for Mohammad Ali's departure, certain questions were 
raised which were not dwelt with in the protocol, which was therefore never ratified. 
I now enclose copy of the protocol which has taken the place of the alwrtive one. 
This instrument contains much that was in the previous one, hut it also embodies the 
results of the negotiations relative to the Questions, the raising of which made it 
impossible to send Mohammad Ali away on the date originally fixed. Two of these 
questions involved long discussions with the Persian Government and a telegraphic 
correspondence with St. Petersburg!!, which, as regards one of the questions, was 
unnecessarily protracted, owing to the Russian Government having allowed M. Chapchal 
ami others of his kidney to have a say in the matter. 

You will notice that these questions—that of the ex-Shah’s debt to the Russian 
Bank and that of the departure with Mohammad Ali of the reactionaries in bast in the 
Russian legation-—are, in so far as the protocol settles them, arranged as desired by the 
Russian Government. 

I he Persian Government takes over the ex-Shah’s debt and raises his pension to 
100,000 tomans a-venr. receiving in return the surrender of His Majesty’s private 
estates. .The details of the arrangement for the transfer of the debt are in process of 
negotiation between the Russian Bank, the Russian Legation, and the Persian 
Government. '1 he security is to lx- the northern customs receipts, and the debt is to 
carry t> percent, in the place of the 0 per cent, or 12 per cent, hitherto borne. As 
regards the reactionaries in the Russian Legation, they are to lie allowed to depart 
with Mohammad Ali. provided they give their power of attorney to their repre¬ 
sentatives, wheip claimants may sue in the presence of a member of the Russian 
Legation, lhu question whether the presence of a member of the legation is to he 
admitted incases where the Inst is are sued through their representatives for matters 
arising hereafter, e.g., disputes about Knimt rights, is left for settlement later between 
the Russian Legation and the Persian Government, and in this connection I transmit 
copy of a joint note which my colleague and I have addressed to the Persian 
Government,. I he four words, “ pour les affaires passees,” referred to in t his n*>te were 
the subject of long discussion in our negotiations. The delegates of the Persian 
Government strongly pressed that they should be inserted in article 1) after the words 
“ poitrsuite civile.’ This would have excluded the presence of the member of the 
Russian Legation from cases in respect of claims arising hereafter. The contention of 
the delegates as regards basils was quite in harmony with the view which this legation 
has taken in the past, that lutst does not cover the future: hut amongst the persons at 
the Russian Legation were certain “ Russian-protected persons/’ These are on a 
different' footing, and although the manner in which Russian protection has been 
granted in the past is a crying abuse, 1 could not deny that so long as the persons in 
question enjoyed Russian protection, and mv Russian colleague was not prepared to 
withdraw his protection, they were entitled to the intervention of the Russian 
Legation, and I therefore supported my colleague. I should mention parenthetically 
that thy delegates of the Persian Government refused to recognise the Russian protec¬ 
tion enjoyed by these persons as other than the ordinary protection afforded bv bust, 
and so strong is their feeling on this question that, if my Russian colleague gains his 
point in the negotiations foreshadowed in the enclosed note, they will probably prefer 
that the bast is proper should ho given the extension of their ordinary privileges 
involved by an admission that hast covers the future as well as the past, than that unv 
distinction should he made between those who are merely lust is ami those who besides 
Ixung in bast are Russian-protected persons. As we could not agree on the point at 
issue, it was decided, in order not on this account to delay Mohammad Ali’s departure, 
that wo should present to the Persian Government a note recording that the question 
should ho left in suspense. 


The enclosed protocol was signed by the two representatives last night, and is 
to be signed by all the members of the Persian Cabinet this morning. All the 
stipulations, the execution of which was prescribed as a preliminary to the ex-Shah’s 
departure, have been carried out, and it is hoped that by the afternoon Mohammad Ali 
will be able to leave the Russian Legation with the reactionaries in his suite. 

1 have, See. 

g. Barclay. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 676. 

Protocol signed August 25, 1909. 

LN hut d’acceldrer le depart He 7a Perse de Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirza, ex- 
Schah de Perse, qui se trouve actuellemont sous la protection des Legations d’Angleterre 
et de Russie, le Min is tie d’Angleterre et le chargd d'affaires de Russie d’une part, et les 
Ministres du Gouvernement persan de 1’autre part, out dressd d’accorel le protocole 
suivnnt:— 

Article l fr . Sa Majestd Mohammed Ali Mirza ayaiit ddclard avoir ddlivrd au 
Gouvernement persan tous les bijoux et autres ohjets ae la couronne qui dtnient en sa 
possession, le Gouvernement persan, aprfes avoir dressd une liste de tous les bijoux et 
autres ohjets dont il a pris livraison, prdsentera aux deux legations une liste de ce qui 
manque, et de ceux qui out dte changds, et les deux legations obtiendront de Mohammad 
Ali Mirza des explications precises avec tous les details possibles sur le sort de ces 
bijoux et autres ohjets, et dans le cus oil quelques-uns de ceux-ci se trouveraient entre 
les mains de Sa Majestd elle-meme ou des person lies qui se trouvent en “ bast” it la 
Legation de Russie, on que lea details donnds soient inexacts, les deux legations feront 
tout ce qui leur sera possible pour obtenir la restitution de ces ohjets. 

Art. 2. Si it partir du 3 (III) juillet, 1909, il serait prouvd par-devunt les tribunaux 
ties deux legations que Sa Majeste Mohammad Ali Mirza aurait vendu, engagd, ou fait 
dispamiti e. it partir de cette date, des bijoux ou autres ohjets de la couronne, la valeur 
de ces objets sera deduitc de sa pension par le Gouvernement persan s’il est impossible 
tie restituer les pieces elles-mdmes. 

Art. 3. Sa Majeste Mohammad Ali Mirza ddlivrera an Gouvernement persan tous 
les documents qu il possdde euncernant les bijoux de la couronne engages dans les 
banques ou autres inaisons de prets, ou chez ties particuliers, contre des avances faites it 
Sa Majeste, et le Gouvernement persan pourra, scion son grd, ddgager ces bijoux aiusi 
engages. 

Art. 4.' loutes les dettes pdVsonnellea de 8a Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirza, soit it 
la Banque d’Escompte do Perse, s'dlevant vers le l" janvier, 1909.it 1,413,434 tomans 
(> krai is 8a centimes, v compris les intdrets, soit envois les sujets dtrangers, contructdes 
avanl le •» (16 > juillet, 1909, communiqudes au Ministdro des Aflaires Etrangdros avaut 
le 19 aout (l w septembre), 1909, qui devmient 6tre toutes prouvdes et dilment 
appuyees par des documents en ordre, seront transfdrdes au compte du Gouvernement 
persan, qui sera respousable pour le paiement de cessommes. Les details de ces trans¬ 
actions fonneront 1 objet de documents speeiaux qui doiveut fitre signds au plus turd le 
29 aofit (11 sopteinbre), 1909. 

Ai t. 5. Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirza remett ra au Gouvernement persan toutes 
ses propridtds personuelles qui se trouvent principalement dans rAzerbaidjan. Sa 
Majestd ddlivrera au Gouverneinent persan tous les documents les coucernant et signora 
uii document sndcial les transfdrant au Gouvernement. Coucernant les propridtds 
engagdes i\ la Banque d’Escompte de Perse, cette dernidre ddlivrera un document au 
Gouvernement persan en lui eonfirmant ce transfdrt. Quant aux propridtds, en cas de 
controversy, en principe on sc hasera stir le rogistres du Gouvernement persan. 

Art. 6. Le Gouvernement persan accorderu it Sa Majestd Mohammad AH Mirza et 
it sa fmnille, it 1 exception de Sa Majestd Sultan Ahmad Sennit et de Mohammad Hussau 
Mirza, le yaliahd actuel, line pension annuelle de 100,000 tomans, payables ehaque 
trimestre dnvance, it partir du ddpart do Sa Majestd de la Perse, par rentremise de la 
Banque d’Escompte de Perse. 

Art. 7. Eneas du ddeds de Sa Majeste Mohammad Ali Mirza le Gouvernement 
persan uccordem it sa veuve et it ses euf'ants, it 1’except ion do Sa Majestd Sultan Ahmad 
Schnh et de Mohammad llassaii Mirza, le valiahd actuel, une pension do 25,000 tomuns 
par an, qui sera purtngde entre eux, En cas du deeds de chacuu de ceux-ci sa part 
cessera automatiquenient d’etre payde. 

[IGG5] 5 
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Art. 8. Sa Majestd Mohammed Ali Mirza quittera Tdhdran pour 1'dtranger quarante- 
huit heures aprds la signature do ce protocole. 

Art. 9. Pour ob qui conoerne les personnes actuellemeut on “ hast" h. la Legation de 
Russie, et qui jouiront des privileges (lu “ bast” pour leurs acres politiques passes, et 
dont une liete a dtd communiqude au Gouvernement persan dans la note No. 349 du 
20 Sliaban (6 septembre) de la Legation Impdriale de Russie, il eat entendu qu’elles ne 
quitteront pas la Perse satis laisser h, Tdhdmn un fondd de pnuyoirs nommd selon les 
conditions Btipuldes, et qu’en cns de poureuite civile qui jSourrait dtre eventuollement 
institude coutre une de cea personnes. le fondd de pouvoirs sera tenu de ae prdsenter au 
tribunal persan en prdsence (Tun membre de la Legation de Russie pour rdpondre et 
donner satisfaction au nom de la personne qu’il reprdsente. Cette clause concernant 
la prdsence d’un membre de la legation formant exception ne constitue pas un 
prdcddent. 

Art. 10. 8i quelques-unes de ces personnes revenaient en Perse elles ne jouiraient 
plus des privileges susmentioniidset elles ne seraient plus n-gues comine “ bastis” dans 
aucune des deux Idgations. 

Art. 11. Les deux reprdsentants s'engagent il donner il Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali 
Mirza <les injonctions sdrieuses atin <le s’abstentir riorenavant de toute agitation 
politique centre la Perse, et le Gouvernement Imperial de Russie promet, de son cotd, de 
prendre toutes les mesures ellieaces afin tie ne pas permettre de semblable* proeddds 
d’agitation de sa part. Si Sa Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirza quitte la Russie et s’il 
est prouvd h lu satisfaction des deux Idgations quo d’un pays autre que la Russie il 
aurait fait des agitations politiques con tie la Perse, le Gouvernement persan aura le 
droit do cesser de payer sa pension. 

Fait en triple it Zerguendeh, ce 25 aoftt (7 septembre), 1909. 

G. BARCLAY. 

E. SA BLINK. 

FA KM AN FARM A, Minister of Justice. 

SI PA HD AH, Minister of War. 

SEKDAR ASSAD, Minister of Interior. 

M UST A F1 - U L* M A M A LEK, Minister of l'in once. 

SAN l-ED-DOW LEI I, Minister of Education. 

SEKDAR MANSUR, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 

MOSITAR - ES - SALTANEH. Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 070.* 

Joint Note communicated to Persian Government. 

VI quo dans I’article 9 du protocole concernant le depart de la Perse de Sa 
Majestd Mohammad Ali Mirza, les ddldguds du Gouvernement persan voulaient uprbs 
les mots “tie ces personnes” ajonter l*s inois “ pour les affaires paesdes,” ce qui aurait 
Boulovd des dillicultes et donnd lieu it des tliscussions, les mots susinditpids out dtdexclus 
du protocole jusqu’it un arrangement ultdrieur entre le Gouvernement persan et la 
Legation de Russie. 

Le 23 aodt (5 septembre), 1909. 


[35735] No. G77. 

Sir G. lUtrclatj to Sir Edward Grei/.—{Received September 27.) 

(Nc. 172.) 

Sir, Gulahek , September 10, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks. 


I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure in No. 077. 

No. 9 .—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia (August 7 to September 8, 1909). 


Tehran. 


THE protocol drawn up the 3rd August, which provided for the departure ot the 
ex-Shah at latest on the 17th August, was not ratified or carried out. and after 
protracted negotiations another protocol was drawn up and completed by the 
7th September providing for a pension of 100,000 tomans for Mohammed Ali Mirza, 
who transfers all his personal property to the Persian Government, which also takes 
pver his personal debts, including one to the Russian Hank amounting to some 300,000/. 
The negotiators on the part of the Persian Government were the prominent members of 
the Nationalist committee, known as the “ Direct--ire,” including Hussein Kuli Khan 
Nawab, Taki Zadelt, Vosoulc-ed-Dowleh, Miistasharcd-Dowleli^aul other prominent 
Nationalists. 1 

The elections for fifteen members for Tehran for the National Assembly were 
completed in the middle of August. The following persons were chosen 


1. Ifaji Sejyid Nasrullah. 

2. Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh. 

3. Vosouk-ed-Dowleh. 

4. ITakiin-ul-Mulk. 

5. Sadik-i-Hazret. 

fi. Musteshnr-ed-Dowleh. 

7. Taki Zadoh. 

8. Zoka-ul-Mulk. 


9. Sani-ed-Dowleh. 

10 . Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab. 

11. Assadullah Mirza. 

12. Sheikh Mohammed Hussein Yezdi. 

1 3. Yahya Mirza. 

14. Motamin-ul-Mulk. 

15. Vahid-ul-Mulk. 


On the 1st September Mohammed Hnssan Mirza, the Shah’s younger brother, was 
officially proclaimed as valiahd, and on the same day a general amnesty for political 
past offences was proclaimed. Many conditibns were, however, attached to this 
amnesty. 

(in the 28th August His Majestys Minister presented his new credentials to 
Sultan A limed Shah. 

, Ye , zi !' A '\ ru ‘"' .'Y 1 ! 0 "as appointed governor of Tehran in August, lias been 
replaced bv Motamid-i-KImkan, a brother of Sadik-es-Sultaneh, the Persian com- 
missioner for the oil company. 

n S."i ' ur * 5 ' 8 *' Ambassador, Ghalili Bov, arrived at Tehran earlv in September 

I he 1 ehran edition of the Habl-ul-Matin ” newspaper has been suppressed ami 
the editor punished lor publishing a seditious article. At present there are about ten 
newspapers in 1 ehran, ..f which several are dailies. The •• Iran-i-No" (or Modern 
Persia) is the latest, and is owned and run by a certain .Mr. II. Basil, who was 
formerly the “ Dally Mail " correspondent. It has lately published several articles of 
which the Russian Legation lues complained officially to the Persian Government 

The Government appears to lx. in the hands of the Nationalist committee 
mentioned above, with whom it would seem that Sipahdar, the .Minister of War, is 
not m sympathy. Most ol the deputies elected for Tehran for the National Assembly 
are members of this committee. They have maintained order in Tehran, and have sent 
troops to Iabreoz and Shiraz. In spite of forced contributions levied from the upper 
Classes, they are in urgent need of im.nev, and have applied to the Imperial Bank for 
an advance of 100,000 tomans on jewellery, to he sent to the Credit Lyonnais, Paris 
valued at 500,000 tomans. This operation the chief manager of the Imperial Bank has 
strongly recommended to his board. 

I he Baklttinrl and fedai ure, on the whole, behaving well. One of the latter 
murdered two persons, and wounded a third in the bazaars a few days am,, am] was 
subsequently court-martialled and shot. 

1 lie last public execution was that of Mir Ilashem early in August. This man 
was a noted had character who had been in the employ of the ex-Sliuh. He richly 
deserved Ins late. J 

G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary. 








Astrabad. 


P.S.—The Zil-es-Sultan is still detained by order of the Government at Itesht, and 
he is being pressed to pay 60,000/. in cash as a forced subscription to Government. He 
continues to evade paying, and wishes now to return to Europe. 

The ex-Shah left the Russian Legation on the 9th September accompanied by his 
wife and a considerable suite, including Amir Bahadur Jang. His departure from 
Zerguendeh was witnessed by a large number of people. His Majesty was accompanied 
by about twenty Russian Cossacks and three Indian sowars as far as Mehrabad, 
where he spent the night. From there to Enzeli he will be escorted by three 
Cossacks and three sowars sent by the two legations, as well as a member of the staff 
of each. It has been arranged by the Russian Government for the ex-Shah to reside at 
Odessa. 

G. P. C. 


Tnbrees. 

1. Mukhbar-es-Sultaneh, the new governor-general, arrived on the 20th August 
from Europe via Julia. 

2. About the 23rd August three detachments of Russian troops, each about eighty 
strong, left- Tabreez for the Meshapur district. Altar, and Soph respectively. The chief 
of the Staff and other general staff olHcers accompanied the detachments. The pretext 
given for the dispatch of these troops was that certain Christian villages which had been 
pillaged by a relative of Rahim Khan had appealed for help, hut the Russian consul- 
general admitted to His Majesty's consul that the real reason was to map the country. 
Mr. Smart pointed out the danger of undesirable incidents occurring, and also of a 
Russian force joining Rahim Khan at a moment when the Persian Government were 
threatening him. Mr. Smart expresses the opinion that his colleague’s explanations 
are not quite sincere. M. Miller agrees with Mr. Smart that a gradual reduction of 
Russian troops in Azerbaijan should be l>egun. lmt Ik* seems to think that some 1,100 
should remain at Tabreez during the winter to guard the Tabreez-Julia road. 

Some “ fedais,” who, according to the Russian account, had wounded and carried 
off an employe of the Russian Road Company to a village between Maraud and Julia, 
were attacked by twenty-live Russian Cossacks about the 1 Oth August. The Cossacks 
had one horse billed. They killed three and wounded seven of the “ fedais,” the 
remainder lied, and the employe was rescued. According to the Persian account the 
“ fedais” were extorting money from the villagers who called in the Russians. The 
incident caused no excitement. 

Resht. 

1. The town has remained quiet. Sardar-i-Motamid has been appointed governor 
of I ihilan ami Tulisli. 

2. Zil-es-Sultan, who returned to Persia from Europe against the advice of the 
two Powers, thereby forfeiting his right to their protection, was arrested at Manjil 
when on his way to Tehran and brought hack to Resht. He is not in any way ill- 
treated, and is allowed to move aljout freely, hut is always kept under observation hv 
twenty men, styled “guards of honour." Ho is understo ul to have given the new 
Government a promise to pay them 60,000/., besides foregoing the repayment of 
14,000/. lent by him to the Nationalists t wo years ago. Ho has, however, paid nothing, 
hut is in communication with two of his sons in Tehran who are endeavouring, by 
threatening to take refuge in the Russian Legation to get that legation to obtain the 
release of their father. The lutt r has, through His .Majesty’s vice-consul at Resht, 
appealed to Mr. Churchill and M. Baronowskv to help him. 

3. Private advices state that the Kavk’az-Mercury Company, which manages the 
Baku-Enzeli steamer service and also transports goods from Enzeli to Tehran, is 
deliberately holding Kick goods at Baku on the ground that the Enzeli-Tehran road is 
unsafe. There is no foundation whatever for this idea, the road having remained 
perfectly sale throughout tie* troubles in Persia. 

I. The nomination of M. Olferieff. Russian vice-consul at Ardebil, to Van and of 
M. Schtritter, Russian consul-general for Ghilan, to Ei'zeroum has given rise to much 
comment. It is generally believed that the Russian Government are dissatisfied with 
these consular officers Ibr not reporting correctly on public opinion and feeling in 
Persia. 

a. The six memIters for (Ihilan in the National Assembly have been elected. Some 
of them have already arrived at. Tehran. 


Early in August Salar-i-Moazaz, governor of Kutool, demanded the payment of 
taxes by the people. On the latter refusing to pay he joined the Dujees, and sent 
some Day Turkomans to Kutool, where they burnt several villages and carried off a 
large number of cattle. The people then rose and plundered the property of Salar-i- 
Moazaz, and the latter, having narrowly escaped with his life, is now trying to raise a 
force among the Turkomans The Jaferbai and Day Turkomans are said to intend 
to fight the constitutional Government. Repeating rifles are said to have been 
brought from Russia to Gunusli Teppe for sale. Sipahdar has telegraphed to Salar- 
i-Mukarram appointing him deputy governor, and promising to send him two regiments 
of infantry. 

Meshed. 

The town and district have remained undisturbed. Rukn-ed-Dowleh, who has 
been confirmed in the appointment, of governor-general by the new Government, 
complains that he has no power. The local Assembly have informed him that he must 
do nothing until precise instructions reach him from Tehran. A boycott of Russian 
goods exists; Major Sykes has endeavoured to get it stopped, but states that the 
Russians continue to act in the most tactless manner. The boycott was on the increase 
in the middle of August. The appointment of a member of the Kawam-ul-Mulk’a 
family to be Russian consular agent at Shiraz has caused much ill-feeling at Meshed. 
Prince Dubya has been behaving in a rather more friendly and reasonable manner in 
his dealings with His Majesty’s consul-general. 

Turbat-i- Utiklari. 

1 . The news of the deposition of Muhammad Alt Shah was well received at Turbat. 
The British and Russian consuls were invited to and attended an entertainment in 
honour of Sultan’s Ahmad’s accession. 

2. On the 20th July six Russian Cossacks left for Kurez escorting treasure. 
On the 29th six arrived from Karez e-i mute to Kerman. On the 1st August ten 
arrived to relieve part of the Russian consular guard, and ten relieved men left for 
Russia. 

3. Rafut-ed-Dowleh arrived at Turshiz and took up the appointment of governor 
on the 11 th August, 

4. In the middle of August Shuja-ul-Mulk with 300 horsemen was said to be near 
Zawa. His mission was to recover the property of thje late Sliaji-nl-Mulk, ivhich was 
seized by Assadullah at Doulitibiul. The latter was preparing to resist, and the 
latest news is that he has been killed. 

Seistan . 

1 . Hissam-ed-Dowleh has been dismissed from the governorship, and Shaukat-ul- 
Mulk has been re-appointed t-» the post. 

2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has called for a report from the Foreign Oflice 
agent regarding the best in- tliod of stopping arms caravans. 

3. Baron Tcherknssov, the new Ru*si >n consul for Seistan, arrived at Birjand on 
the 28th July and was given a very good official reception by the governor. The 
traders, however, abstained from going out to welcome him. As the Russian consul 
is likely to remain at Birjund for the winter. Mr. Howson lias been appointed His 
Majesty’s acting vice-consul at Birjand. 

4. The news of recent events at Tehran was received with great satisfaction by 
the trading and well-to-do classes at Birjand. The town was ill unlimited for two 
nights. It is commonly said that Persia owes it to British action that a reactionary 
regime under Russian auspices has not been established in Persia." In Seistan the 
news caused no excitement. 

5. Lieutenant-Colonel von dor Flans recently said that he hoped to leave Seistan 
shortly to take up the command of a regiment. Ho has been busy making detailed 
enquiries in the frontier districts of Seistan regarding troops, arms, and equipment. 
A list of queries has been confidentially circulated by Russian agents, ami rewards 
have been ottered for information. 

6. The Khan of Sunnikliana and his confidential secretary lately mentioned to 

[1665] 5 N 









Major Reunion that when the Ameer was last at Herat he sent messages to the Khan 
offering him protection it' he was oppressed by the Shah. Major Reunion states that 
this district has always had leanings towards Afghanistan, and he thinks the Khan 
would welcome a change of masters. 

7. During July 5,882 cases were treated and thirty-seven operations performed in 
the consular hospital. 

8. M. Milkevitch, the Russian bank manager, left Seistan for Russia on the 
2nd August. He will not return. No mention has been made of a successor. 

9. The Seistan-Meshed telegraph line is in urgent need of some repairs to the 
wires just outside tlie telegraph office at Seistan. The Russian telegraphist states that 
it is not his business. The British telegraph official has done such repairs as he can 
but they are only temporary and may break down anv day. 

10. Major O'Connor took over the duties of consul in Seistan from Major Kennion 
at Meshed on the 5th September. 

Ispahan. 

1. The town has been remarkably quiet. The new chief of police is proving himself 
very efficient. There is, however, much discontent in the town against the incapacity of 
Samsiun-es-Sultaneh who, on his side, appears to be. nx>re and more disgusted with his 
(ask. Me states that he has several times- sent in his resignation. He views with 
disfavour the appointment by Sirdur-i-Assad of Salar-i-Jung as governor of Yezd, and of 
three other Khans as chiefs of certain regiments Sular-i-Jimg arrived at Ispahan on 
the 22nd August, and left on the 25th for the Bakhtiari country. It is doubted if he 
will eventually go to Yezd. 

2 Considerable interest bus l>een displayed in the elections for the National 
Assembly, the results of which were to Ik- published on the 5th September. 

8. lmaii Kuli Khun has been placed in charge of the Tehran and Yezd roads. Most 
of' the roads appear to l>e much safer thau foe some time past. The Shiraz road as far as 
Ahadeh has Ix-en quite safe lutely. A caravan of 700 animals which reached Ispahan 
about tin- Utli August, gave an unsatisfactory account of the* Sultanabad road. The 
onlv robbery reported was that of the post, to Tehran, near Murchikhurd, on the 
2nd August. 

4. Asaf-ed-Dowleh, ex-governor-general of Furs, arrived on the 19th August from 
Shiraz, and left for Tehran on the 2Gth. 

5. Reports from Sultanabad describe the surrounding country as being in ./rent 
disorder, owing to the depredations of the Lurs. The latter are wider this governor of 
Burujird and the governor of Iraq, Kaiin Makam, having no troops, is powerless to 
control them, or to restore order. The Kasas, Farahan, and Saraband districts have 
lM-en overrun by Lurs, and it is believed that the carnet-making industry has suflcred 
severely. In Sultanabad many people have Russian flags which they intend hoisting in 
case of danger. A Ruasiiui flag has been hoisted over the village of Gils belonging to 
Samm-ed-l >uwleh. It is not known if these flags have been sent Irani Tehran or tram 
Ispahan. The prevailing insecurity is making the new Government unpopular. 

Yezd. 

1. Since about the middle of August. Yezd has been cut off from all communication 
by road with other placet*. Several largo Indies of robbers, 200 to G0O strong have 
Is-en on the move. They are reported to In-long to the Arab tribes of Fare who are 
subject to Kawam-ul-Mulk. Many posts have been robbed. On the 24th August, two 
Ktmdish missionary ladies ret urning to Yezd from the hills were robbed of their belongings 
and threatened by a band of robbers said to have been Kara trilK-sinen. His Majesty’s 
Minister has requested the Persian Government to take immediate steps to punish the 
robbers and recover the stolen property. On the 28th August the town was reported to 
be quite quiet. 

2. Ine elections for the National Assembly have been delayed by the action of 
some town roughs, who threatened to fire on the people if the elections were continued. 

8. Salar-i-Jung. Bakhtiari. lias been appointed governor of Yezd. He was at 
lsnalmn on the 22ml August and Ims since gone to Bakhtiari country, lie has not vet 
taken up the governorship. J 

Kerman. 

1. On the 17th July n telegram was received from Sipahdar announcing the 
accession of the new Shun, and confirming all officials in their jiosts. The town was 
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illuminated for three nights on a not very lavish scale. The Kermanis are not fond of 
Tf die lUkiitkris 1<Jy *” “ 80 Scupt,lral M t0 the otl,er tl ' ibes submitting to the leadership 

2. The danger of a movement on Kerman by Baluchis seems to be over. Sardar 
bueed Khan, Baluchi, Iuls written to Major Cox that he has m, intention of nndertnkiim 
an expedition. He arrived nt Bam pur about this 15th July and there met Bahrain Khai? 
whose force was said to number 8,000. It appears that a joint open revolt was 
contemplated, but traced Khan hesitated to commit himself until he was certain that 
the Central Government was powerless. He is said to have withdrawn from Bampur 
utter paving the garrison of the fort, on condition that if a Shah is ruling they hold the 
tort, but it :i National Assembly is set up he will send them oil'to Bairn 

•i. towards the end ot July there was n slight disturbance in the town, in which 
one man was killed and two were wounded. It arose out of a quarrel between n son of 
the late Agha Baqir and the deputv-j/overnor. The latter has resigned, and lias been 
hasten raniftl ‘ t ’ ul ‘ Mum “ ll,k ' Nntam^fSultaneh’s appointment to the goveruship 

4. On the 20th August Mr. A. Wright, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, who left 
, the warning ol His Majesty’s consul that the road was unsafe, was 

•vw rnii r, T ,eh ' S "“ W ‘ ,; ° r les ' rw » of Kerman. The robbers numbered 

limn 600 to 1,000. I hey do not appear io have intended any harm to Mr. Wright, but to 
“gj V* P' eve “t making known their movements to the authorities. One 

11 " ''b-'hi s esem t is, however, reported to have died of wounds received from the 

TjETV :' lr - Wr « ht was released on the 23rd August, and was joined by Mr. James, 
ol the Indr. European telegraph Department, who hud come out from K&nalabud to 
get news of him, and to repair the telegraph line which had been cut by the robbers. 

I hey subsequently-found themselves in Kafemjnn, when it was being attacked by the 
robbers, and though it does not appear that they were themselves attacked they were 
in some danger from stray bullets. The robbers later withdrew, mid on the 26th 
Aupist were la miles south-east of Kumnlubad. They are said to be Fare tribesmen— 
Bahurlus. On receiving a complaint from His Majesty's Minister ns to their conduct, 
the Mims er of the Interior ordered Kuwam-til-Mulk at Shiraz to take immediate steps 
to control tile tribe .which is under his orders. Knwum-ul-Mulk is reported to have 
started with a force lor this purpose, and has meanwhile Imd the relatives of the chiefs 
° ' e an ' estetl •Shiraz. Ho Juia also telegraphed to the robbers that he will 
piumlerin villre^ At the be S 1Bniu P ot ' September the robbers were still busy 

Ker mans hah. 

1. Mr. McDouall, on transfer from Muhammerah, arrived at Kermnnshali on the 
Office n-eat“** mm >y • r ^ * N totiva « of t,lu governor and the Foreign 

..l^ ,l | MJ i l u'!i el ‘i retains the post of governor. He is somewhat, helpless 
,Ci i /.dm-ul-Mulk, but has been promised support by the Central Government, 
i ■ 111 m J. e rtispfttoherl thirty Persian Cossacks and seventy irregular horsemen to assist 
mil. hipahdsr telegraphed to the townspeople that the English and llussian nations 
hud greatly helped m getting the constitution, and there should lie no ill-feeling 
against them, lie also telegraphed that Mukhtar-es-Sultaneh had been appointed to 
command the niilitarv forces m Kermnnshali. mid that he would arrive shortly with a 
regiment of his own. fins will curtml the power of Znhir-ul-Mulk, in whose hands the 
regiments at present are. 

elected rhe th,eu members of tl,e National Assembly for Kermanshah have been 

4. From n report received at this legation from His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bagdad it appears that Abdullah, Zinjam, n well-known priest of Najaf, went early in 
August to Kasr-1-blm-m to telegraph in his own name and that of Mulish Muhammad 
Khomssunt, that revenue should he paid to the new Shah, and that steps should bJ 
t.ikon to quiet the people On the 21st August the priests of Kermanshah received a 
telegram Iron Mullah Muhammad stating tlmt. they should do tlmir best, to stop 
recurrence™ SU ' ! *' a3 ' 16 m< '™ < ' " u occurred at Kermanshah, and prevent their 

, T rt:„ 1 Uu t f ian ir C0 ™ ul *Z- 11 tule « n " n 1,1 P >™*» to his legation recently, com- 
pluming that the Foreign Office agent was not attending to matters concerning 
loreignere, and urging Ins dismissal. -■> 










6. Two circular telegrams were received by the Governor from the Minister of the 
Interior on the subject of guarding the mads. Their purport was that the road guards 
should be dressed in uniform and should receive wages, so that they may not molest 
travellers, and that better guards should escort foreign travellers. 

Shiraz. 

1. The town has remained quiet, awaiting the arrival of the new governor, Saham- 
ed-Dowleh, who left Ispahan by post-carriage on the 2nd September. Lieutenant 
Orosthwaite, who brought up the reinforcement for the consular guard, started for 
Bushire with five sowars, but a severe attack of fever compelled him to return to Shiraz 
from Dashtarjin. The Arab tribes seem to have got completely out of hand, the zone 
of their operations extending to llafsinjan and Yezd. They interfered with telegraphic 
communication near Shiraz seventeen times between the 5th and 25th August. Ihe 
Kawam-ul-Mnlk, though among the tribesmen, appears to have been unable to control 
them. Latest reports are, however, to the effect that he has started with a force to 
restore order. This is the result of orders from the Central Government. The Qashgais 
appear to have remained quiet, and His Majesty’s consul reports that a notable feature 
Ins l>een tlie control exercised over them bv Soulat-ed-Dowleh. Ihe latter left Shiraz 
for Abadeh on the Kith August to meet the new governor-general. The main Ispahan 
r *ad has been completely closed by robbers as far as Abadee, and Mr. Middleton, late 
of the Imperial Hank of Persia, was on the 18th August robbed on it two stages from 
Shiraz, lie had 1-ft Shiraz without informing His Majesty’s consul or obtaining 
guards. At this time of year nu>-t caravans use the Snrhad road to Ispahan, and this 
route appears to have remained open. One hundred and fifty Persian Cossacks and 
150 Other horsemen left Tehran for Shiraz on the 3rd September as an escort for the 
oovernor-g-nernl. The Lari Sevvid is reported to have retaken Lar on the 30th July, 
fris probable movements caused some anxiety, but Mr. Bill thinks that Soulat-ed- 
Dowleh will take .-are that lie does not disturb*! he neighbourhood of Shiraz. 

2. On tin* lfith August, the Russian consul sj>oke to Mr. Bill al>out the appoint¬ 
ment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh us Russian consular agent. lie asked whether negotiations 
were proceeding at Tehran and said ho understood that the appointment had created a 
bid impression in London. Mr. Bill replied that this was the case, ami that he thought 
that probably in view of the importance of the matter, His Majesty's Minister was 
ft waiting the arrival of tlm new Russian .Minister at Tehran to get the question settled. 
M. Kadlubouski laid stress on the difficult situation he would be in if the appointment 
were publiclv cancelled, lie suggested that Nasr-ed Howleli should go “on leave to 
Europe, and that while iie was awav, a Russian vice-consul, to be secretary to the 
consul genet al at Bushire. should lie Appointed. The consular agent would thus be 
superseded Mr. Hill said that lie lmd already recommended the departure of Nusr-ed- 
Oowlcii, and that the question of the appointment should be dropped. M. Kadlubouski 
said that lie believed that Nasr-ed-Dowleh was ready to go, but had asked that a 
Russian subject placed nominally in charge of his property. What would be 
Mr. Hill's attitude if iJ- were done ■ * Mr. Hill replied that he lmd rejected a similar 
proposal made by the Kawam. If the present proposal were accepted, either Russian 
protection would lw invoked constantly throughout Far-, or it would be discredited as 
valueless. He thought neither w.is desirable from the Russian point of view. His 
desire was that Uith consuls should work together in an entirely impartial, manner. 
To this M. Kadlubouski agreed, hut Mr. Bill thinks he is likely ro persist in recom¬ 
mending his own projMisal privately. Nasr-ed-Dowleh called on Mr. Bill the next day, 
and said lie wished to leave Persia, but the Persian Government lmd three times refused 
him permission to do so. The question of cancelling bis appointment awaits 
M. Po.devski’s arrival. Meanwhile M. Sabliiio has agreed not to protect his property 
as proposed by M. Kadlubouski. 

Bushire. 

\. On the 12th July telegrams were received at Bushire stating that the chief 
priests of Najaf were contemplating an advance into Persia, and preaching holy war 
against Russia. Seyyid Assadullab convened a meeting in support of them, and a 
subscription was ojhmu iI. 000 /. was promised, of which 210/. was remitted to Ispahan 
on the lfith to tin* Nationalist leaders. 

2. As soon as Darva Bed withdrew from Tangistan. Rais Ali and Hassan Bakshoo 
reoccupied their village’s. The leniency shown these men by Darva Begi under orders 


from Tehran is to be regretted. Hassan Bakshoo arrived on the 29th with twenty-five 
men near Subzabad, 7 miles from Bushire. He was said to have come to complain to 
the local assembly against Darya Begi. 

3. On the 21st July, Darya Begi received a telegram from Sipahdar instructing 
him to inform khans, sheikhs, &c., of the Nationalist success, and to order them to 
refrain from making disturbances, otherwise they would have to answer for the conse¬ 
quences. On the same day the governor received a telegram announcing that holidays 
should be observed for three days on account of the accession of the new Shah. All 
the leading people were summoned, and the telegram was read to them. The bazaars 
were closed, and there were some illuminations and fireworks. The principal entertain¬ 
ment, however, was got up by Mirra Hussein, the German consulate mirza assisted by 
Haji Mohammed Hassan (Messrs. Wonckbaus’ broker) and Ali Ahremi, a French 
consulate employd. The entertainment took place on the sea front, and was a great 
success. Darva Begi called and congratulated Mirza Hussein and his friends on the 
success of their entertainment. The three men were all supporters of Seyyid Murteza 
in the late disturbances, and may have done this to currv favour with Darya Begi; 
more probably it was done with a view to impressing on the people the importance of 
Mirza Hussein. 

4. The local assembly meets several times a week. On the 26th July the departure 
of the reinforcement for the Shiraz consular guard was discussed as also were telegrams 
on the subject received from the Sardar-i-Assad and others. Sardur-i-Assnd said in his 
telegram that strict orders had been sent to Soulat-ed-Dowleh and to Seyyid Abdul 
Hussein Lari not to make trouble. Seyyid Assadullab telegraphed to these two leaders 
in the same sense. At a meeting held on the 2nd August, Darya Begi read out two 
telegrams from the Minister of the Interior. One called upon his Excellency to recover 
1,200/., robbed from the Bundar Abbas Customs, and also the rifles stolen from the 
Bushire Customs. The second telegram directed his Excellency to expel Seyyid 
Snubber from Lingah, apparently on the complaint of the Customs Department. Seyyid 
Assadullab called upon the members to help Darya Begi to carry out the orders 
regarding the recovery of money and guns, hi regard to the second matter, it was 
decided that Sheikh Ali Dnshti should go to Lingah and enquire into the matter, in 
case the affair lmd been misrepresented by the director of customs. A suggestion was 
made by Seyyid Assadullab that the Assembly should nominate a small court of justice 
to settle cases. 

3. 'flic Bushire-Shimz road has lately been in very bad condition, there being 
constant fighting at Kouar Takhteh. Caravans have recently been using the Firuzabad 
route. 

fi. Major Cox, having left for Europe on three and a-half mouths’ leave, Major 
Trevor officiates as resident and consul-general. 

Bunder Abbas. 

News was leceived on the lfith July of the Nationalists' successes at Tehran, and 
that the Shah had taken refuge in the Russian Legation. The telegram conveying 
the news was publicly read in the house of Sheikh Ali. News of the accession of 
Sultan Alnnad Shah was received with great pleasure by the people on the 18th, the 
bearer .of the good news, the Persian telegraph official, being publicly presented with a 
robe of honour and a gold watch. The whole bazaar was Closed oh the 17th July, and 
a meeting of the leading men was held. A subscription was opened for a holy war 
against the Russians, and 150/. were promised. His Majesty’s consul is, however, 
confidentially informed that one of the most respectable merchants in the town, himself 
the second largest subscriber, succeeded in purloining the subscription list at the meeting 
itself. More difficulty than usual is therefore likely to be experienced in realising the 
subscriptions. 

Lingah. 

Sheikh Saleh, Zui it Gliarck, and Keis has, by a stratagem, arrested bis kinsman 
Mohuuiinad Hassan, who threatened to seize Keis, and has thereby relieved the 
British Indian traders residing in Keis of a good deal of anxiety. Mohammad 
Hassaii is the same man who illtreateda Hindoo in 1907 and subsequently fired on the 
boat of the residency agent, Lingah, for which lie was punished by Darya Begi. 

[16C5] 0 (j 
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Mohammerah. 

1. Writing on the 17th July His Majesty's consul reported that Sardar Aria had 
given a lease to the Anglo-Persia’n Oil Company of the land required by them. 

2. Previous to his departure from Mohammerah Mr. McDouall was entertained 
at dinner by the Foreign Office agent, by the director of customs, and by Haji Kiss, 
on behalf of the Sardar Arfa. llaja Rais, on behalf of Sirdar Arfa, expressed the 
keenest regret at Mr. McDouall departure anil high appreciation of his services to 
Mohammerah. He also heartily thanked the British for their assistance in restoring the 
constitution, and bringing about a better state of things in Persia. 

3. The date crop is likely to be 25 to 75 per cent better than that of last year, 
and perhaps the best for a decade. 

4. Sheikh Hnnzal remains in custody. The general opinion is that he plotted 
against Sardar Arfa’s life, and tiiat the latter is justified in confining him. 

C. Ik STORKS, Major, 

Military Attachi. 


[35738] No- 078. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 18. Commercial.) 

Sir, Gulahek, September 5, 1900. 

IN the course of the last two or three years 11 is Majesty’s consul at Sistan pointed 
out more than once the difficulties to which liirjand merchants were subject in passing 
their Indian imports through the Customs, but in spile of repeated representations on 
the part of Mis Majesty's legation, the Central Administration of Customs did not find 
it possible to improve the position or the traders. Now, however, I have the honour to 
report that I have been successful in persuading M. Momard to establish, as an 
experiment, for six months, a custom-house at liirjand, whereby the difficulty will, 
I hope, he effectually overcome. 

Hitherto, liirjand inert bants in Indian goods have had two alternatives. They could 
either clear their goods at Nasratabad, which entailed a long circuitous route ami exposed 
the merchandise n. damage by water ami the pack animals to damage by flies in the 
Ilelmund swamp; or they could appoint an agent to represent them at the custom¬ 
house at Kuh Malik-i-Siah. This latter course entailed considerable difficulties, 
however, as regards payment of dues and the possibility iff finding a reliable agent, 
Kuh Malik-i-Siah being a remote and very unhealthy frontier post. 

The establishment of a custom-house at liirjand will confer various benefits on 
traders in that district. 

They will be able always to use the new Taking Kuh route from Kuh Malik-i-Siah 
and thus save both time and expense in transport. 

The interest on their money for the period that hitherto elapsed between the 
payment of customs dues at Kuh Malik-i-Siah or Sistan (Nasratabad) and the receipt of 
the goods in liirjand will be saved, and they will obtain tin- convenience of storing 
their goods in the bonded warehouse at. liarjand until they doom it advisable to 
clear them. 

The only conditions that M. Momard has found it necessary to attach to the 
establishment of the new custom-house are that the goods shall be subject to a summary 
examination at the frontier, and that the importer shall be held responsible for any 
false deelaralion or attempted fraud. 

These measures have been necessitated by the experience of the customs 
administration at Meshed, where arms have often been smuggled under the description 
of glassware and sealed at the frontier without examination for transit to Meshed. At 
that place the seals were found broken, the arms having been extracted on route. 
The importer was never at a loss to produce technically satisfactory evidence as to how 
the seals laid got broken in transit, and without tile above-mentioned conditions such 
abuses could not be stopped. 

flic llirjnnd custom-house is to be opened on the 1st November, and it is to bo 
hoped that traders will support the administration as much as possible in what must 
be regarded as a praiseworthy experiment on its part. 

I have, &c. 

<i. BARCLAY. 
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[35749] No. 079. 

^ ^ Sir A. Nicoleon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received SeptemUer 27.) 

S “’’ r Tv St - Petersburg!:, September 12, PJ09. 

1 INFORMED M. Sazouow yesterday that the Persian Government were desirous 
that the erection of a second wire on the Tehrau-Shahrud line should be commenced 
without delay, and I had added that I had understood from the memorandum, which 
the Russian Government had communicated on the Kith (29th) May last, that the 
Imperial Government were also anxious that the work should be proceeded w ith as 
soon as possible. In these circumstances I presumed that I might telegraph to my 
Government that the Russian Government had no objection whatever to the necessary 
work being at once commenced on the line. Ilis Excellency said that 1 had correctly 
interpreted the wishes of the Russian Government, and that I cotdd telegraph in the 
sense which I had mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[35750] No. 080. 

Sir A. Mcolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 494.) 1 

S' r , St. Petersburg!:, September 12,1909. 

1 HAY 10 spoken both to M. Shzonow and M. Poklewsky in regard to the continued 
presence of Russian troops in Persia, and they have both assured mo that not only they 
themselves, but also the Ministers of War and of Finance, are desirous of taking the 
earliest possible steps towards largely reducing the Russian forces. They, at the same 
time, both complained of the attitude of the Persian Government towards the Russian 
authorities, which they characterised as unnecessarily irritating. 1 intimated that this 
attitude would probably change immediately the Persian Government witnessed the 
withdrawal of the whole or a large portion of the Russian forces. I told M. Sazouow 
that the Persian Minister had called upon mo, and had dwelt on the unfortunate effect 
which the presence of Russian troops was causing among the population, and tiiat he 
had expressed the hope that the Russian Government would soon withdraw their 
forces, lie had said that lie himself had no doubt in his own mind that the Russian 
Government were anxious to reduce the number of their troops, as the prolongation of 
their stay in Persia was costing a considerable sum of money, and was not improving 
the position of Russia. I told Al. .Sazouow that 1 had mentioned to Isaak Khan that 1 
believed that immediately M. Poklewsky arrived in Tehran he would examine the 
question of the withdrawal or reduction, and that I was sure that he was correct in his 
opinion that the Russian Government had no desire to retain the troops a moment 
longer than was necessary. At the same time, it seemed to me that the solution of the 
question would lie greatly facilitated and hastened if the Persian authorities adopted 
a friendly and conciliatory attitude towards Russia. The latter was a neighbour, and 
a very powerful neighbour of Persia, and it would be unwise to cause her irritation 
over comparatively minor questions. M. Sazouow thanked me for what 1 had said to 
Isaak Khan, and said that M Poklewsky was leaving for Tehran on the loth instant, 
ami would lose no time in dealing with the question of the troops. I replied that 1 
was glad to hear this, as the sooner adl causes of distrust ami suspicion wore removed 
from the minds of the Persian Government and people the better it would be for all 
parties. 

1 am under the impression that Al. Poklewsky will, in deciding on tlm reduction 
of the troops, endeavour simultaneously to arrange with the Persian Government 
certain of the questions which are at present in dispute. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 
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[35753] No. 681. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 499.) 

Sir, St. Petersburg/!, September 11, 1909. 

M. POKLEWSKY informed me last night that the Persian Minister here had 
addressed a request to the Russian Government that the Russian bank at Tehran 
should 1)6 authorised to advance a sum of 2,000,000 roubles, a little over 200,000/. 

I enquired of M. Snzonow this afternoon whether the Russian Government were 
disposed to entertain this request, either to the full amount or for a more moderate 
sum. Mis Excellency said that the Minister of Finunce was much opposed to making 
any further advances to the Persian Government; and, moreover, the attitude of the 
latter had of late been so exceedingly irritating and unfriendly that the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs were not at all inclined to recommend any advances. TllO moment 
was scarcely well chosen to ask favours of the Russian Government, but if the 
assembly, when it met, evinced a desire to bo more conciliatory the question of an 
advance might then lie considered. 1 asked if the Persian Government had indicated 
any willingness to accept a control over the expenditure of any moneys which might 
bo furnished them. M. Snzonow replied in the negative, and enquired whether the 
Imperial Rank of Persia had come to any arrangement as to an advance. 1 said that 
I did not know how this matter exactly stood at present, but that I would enquire. 

1 am to see the .Minister of Finance to-morrow, and in the course of conversation 
1 will ascertain from him his views as to affording pecuniary assistance to the Persian 
Government. 

I asked M. Suzonow whether ho thought that the Persian Government, in their 
financial distress, might not turn to other countries for some assistance if the Russian 
Government wore to maintain their non possumus attitude. Lie replied that he did not 
believe that Germany would care to risk lending money to a Government whose 
stability was by no means assured ; and, moreover, German finances were hardly so 
flourishing as to be in a jxisition to lit* hazarded in ventures in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


135755] No. 082. 

Sir A. Xicolson in Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27. J 

(No. 501.; 

Sir, St. Petersburg/!, September 14, 1909. 

1 HAD the honour to forward by post a copy of the aide-memoire which I received 
from M. Snzonow to-day in regard to the Russian authorities undertaking repairs on 
the Meshed Nusnitabud telegraph line. The intention of the Russian Government to 
execute these repairs is it is true not in accordance with the assurance given in the 
aide-memoire of the 5th March, 1908, “ Qu'uucune reparation ne sera Cute par lea 
employes russes sur lu section Khaf-Seistnn ” : hut according to the information which 
they have received the execution of repairs is urgently required if a breakdown of 
telegraphic communication is to l>e avoided. .Moreover the Russian Government in 
1908 expressed their readiness to agree to any measures which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment might propose with a view of maintaining the telegraph line in proper working 
order, and I am unable to discover that any proposals were put forward in response to 
this suggestion. As more than a year has elapsed since this offer was made on the |>art 
of the Russian Government, it would he difficult, it seems to me, for us to object to the 
necessary repairs being executed by the Russian Government, especially as I presume 
our officer^ are maintaining the Tehran-Meshed line in an efficient condition 

I made no remarks when M. Snzonow handed me the nide-me'moii e, beyond an 
observation that I personally much regretted that it was considered that the opportune 
moment Imd not yet arrived for effecting the exchange of the two telegraph lines. 
M. Snzonow enquired whether the two administrations could not of their own initiative 
effect tlm exchange, and thus present the Persian Government with au accomplished 
fact. 1 replied that tHis course could hardly In* followed. The lines were not the 
property either of tin* British or of the Russian Government, and all that the two 
Governments were entitled to do, unless 1 was mistaken, was to maintain the upkeep of 
the line; and even their right to do this much was, so far as I was aware, not acknow¬ 
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ledged and embodied in any formal agreement with the Persian Government. I related 
to his Excellency the origin of our control over the Meshed line, as it had been initiated 
during the time'I was charge d’affaires at Tehran, and I expressed my belief that the 
right «»f the Russian Government to supervise the Seistan lines was not more precise 
and definite than was ours. We would, therefore, have to approach the Persian Govern¬ 
ment on the subject, and, so far as I recollected, it had been the opinion of our two 
legations that the question could be more conveniently and more innocently broached 
by the two telegraph administrations than by the official representatives of the two 
Governments. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Sir A. Rico Ison to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 503.) 

Si r> St. I’etersburgh, September 16, 1909. 

I ENQUIRED ot' M. Kokovtzoff yesterday what were his views as to the request 
which had recently been made by the Persian Government for an advance of 200,000/. 
from the Russian Bank. His Excellency said that personally he was much opposed 
to any further advances being made to the Persian Government. The state of affairs 
in that country afforded no guarantee either that the money would be properly 
expended or that it would ever be repaid. Russia had already lent considerable sums 
to Persia, and hut little benefit had accrued. The country was still in a state of 
anarchy, and there seemed little prospect of order being evolved, lie considered that 
the present Government contained no elements of stability, and he was disinclined to 
risk any further financial grants. I said that without some means it would be difficult 
for any Government to maintain order, and that of course some supervision would have 
to bo exercised over the proper expenditure of the advances. M. Kokovtzoff remarked 
tiiat au efficient control, even if accepted by the Persian Government, would be 
exceedingly difficult in present circumstances to exercise. However, if His Majesty’s 
Government were willing to adventure an advance, ho would he ready to follow their 
example, though it would, in his opinion, be throwing good money away. I said that 
I felt sure that ray Government would make no advance without some control being 
established, but perhaps the banks might, on some security, furnish a modest financial 
aid. M. Kokovtzoff said that ho did not see what advantage would he gained by small 
advances of 50,000/. or 100,000/. He dwelt at some length on the insecurity of the 
roads, and on the losses to which Russian trade had been subjected, and expressed 
the opinion that the presence of the Russian troops alone afforded security that the 
trade routes would lie kept open. He was anxious that the number of Russian troops 
should l)o largely reduced, but. some evidence would have to ho shown that the Persian 
authorities were in a position to prevent a relapse to brigaudage and disorder. He 
would send me a translation of a report which he had received from the Russian hank 
manager at Tehran of a conversation which the latter had had with the Sipahdar, and 
which he thought would he of interest to me. 

I have, &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[36197] No. 68*1. 

Xotr on the State of the Hushii e-Shiraz Rond, August 1909. ( Communicated by 

Major Cox, September 27, 1909.) 

A FACT about the present condition (of insecurity) of the Bush ire-Kazorun- 
Shiraz road which seems to call for more attention than it has yet received was pointed 
out to me by Mr. Mnekerdich at Bornsjun. He told me that for some time past men of 
the villages*on the road have been realising all their available capital in order to buy a 
rille, they then adopt the profession of tofangelii and prey on tin* kufilas using the 
road. Their livelihood depends on the road being used us a trade route, but their 
numbers and their extortions and thefts tend to make commerce impossible. 

Soulot-ed-Dowleh’s recent action with regard to the Firouzabad route has resulted 
in all the traffic being deviated from the Kazcrun route, and the tofungcliis on the 
[1GG51 5 P 
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latter road are now reduced to desperate straits, and in order to bring the kafilas back 
to their own road they are moving over in bands to rob on the Firouzabad route so as 
to make the latter even more hazardous than the former. 

The important point is that there are now about 2,000 men on the Bushire- 
Knzerun road who have sunk their all in the purchase of a rifle, and have no possible 
means of earning a living save by extorting money from charvadars and by petty thefts 
of merchandise, and it would seem that they will have to be taken into consideration 
when any scheme for the policing or protection of the road is being formulated. 

On my journey down from Shiraz, accompanied by live sowars of the 12th 
Cavalry, when passing through Deris, near Kazerun, I was surrounded by a party of 
about twenty tofangchis demanding money. When 1 refused to pay anything, one 
tofangchi covered me with his rifle, and I have no doubt my caravan would have been 
robbed, but for the presence of the sowars. 

Mr. Mackcrdich says that the tofangchis will continue to live by plunder and 
extortion until the import of cartridges into Southern Persia is stopped. 

I he reinforcement marching to Shiraz was the lirst caravan to use the road for 
four months, and charvadars in Shiraz refuse to use the route unless escorted, the 
brutality of the tofangchis being dreaded by them as much as extortion. 

J. S. CROSTHWAITE, 

Second Assistant Resident. 


[359671 No. (585. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received September 27. ; 

^' r » Treasury Chambers, September 25, 1009. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Ilis Majesty’s Treasury to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of Sir F. Campbell's letter of the 23rd instant, relative to the 
suggestion made by Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran that the consular guard at 
ohiraz should bo maintained at its present strength at any rate to the end of next year, 
m view of the disturbed state of the province. 

I heir Lordships direct mo to request you to inform Sir E. Grey that, on the 
understanding that the measure is considered necessary for the safety of the British 
consulate and that the Secretary of State for India in council concurs, they consent to 
one-half of the expense involved being charged to Imperial funds. 

J am, &c. 

T. L. HEATH 


135957J No. 086. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 27.) 

I Ilk 1 > nder-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary ol State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley; forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
\ leeroy, dated the 22ml September, relative to tile proposed topographical survey in 
Western Persia. 

India Offer, September 25, 1009. 


Inclosiire in No. 680. 

I iscount Morley to Government of India. 


Indio Office, September 22, 1909. 
’ersia. Please set* papers forwarded 


(Telegraphic.) P. 

1’IB>POSED topographical survey in Western I ...... 10 „ UIUCU 

Willi I'.'I,-'- dated llie 17jh instant from secretary, political department, India Office. 
llouKo Slate whothor services of officer for survey can be spared and arrangements 
Stated in company s jotter of the bill inslant be made. Necessary action should bo 
taken as soon as possible, if you ugreo. Cost defrayed by company. 
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[36007] No. 687. 

India Office lo Foreign Office.—(Received September 27.) 

o J™ ^Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
becietap of State for Foreign Affairs, and, l>v direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, lor the infornmtmn of tho Secretary of State, copv of a telegram from the 
\ teeroy, dated tho 27th September, regarding Abu Musa. 

Indiu Office. September 27, 1000. 


Inclosure in No. 687. 

Gorcrnment of Indin to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Sent ember lone 

,, lr RE A# N ^ i? ""tod !° letter dated the 22nd ultimo from resident, Persian 
Gull and letter dated the 1st instant from India Office to Foreign Office, respecting 
Abu Musa M e share view of resident that, unless island is closed altogether to oxide 
industry,British interests and prestige in Gulf will lie detrimentally affected by pledoe 
given to German Government involving cessation of mining operations. If industry 
were closed altogether, question of compensating sheikh would he raised, and our 
position in the Gu f might be reacted upon. Please let us know whether communica¬ 
tion has been made to German Government in terms suggested by Secretary of State 
fcr orctgu Affairs (vide letter dated the 23rd ultimo from Foreign Office to I, d a 


[35881] No. 688. 

... „ . Sir G \ brelay n Sir Howard Grey.—(Received September 27 ) 

(No. 740.) ' 

C 1 el< Z[r^F^SUr/i’AN Gulahek, September 27, 1909. 

Please see iny telegram No. 731 of the 19th September. 

His Imperial Ifiglmess lias paid to the Persian Government 100,000 tomans which 
ho raised with the assistance of the Imperial Hank, 
lie will leave by the next steamer from Ensteli. 


[35934] No. 080. 

(No 711 ) * ir ' l> " rclttl1 10 S,r Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

INDIA^oi/guard. ™ r “"- 27 ■ 1009 ' 

Please see your telegrams Nos. 432 and 458 of the 23rd August and the 9th 
September respectively, and my telegram No. 720 of the 8th Soptomlmr 

men of V thc^escort > for "wilson , 8 < £ur. Ur *° " ,onths ' vould Ul r ^' lirod the four 
When I learn dial tho remainder of the guard leave I will report to you 
I venture to suggest that you might await the detailed proposals ns to the 
Mohummerah consulate, which will be sent to the India Office by the Government of 

ilwas , Kis onof wtentiouof ,h —■' ^ 
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[358821 No - ° 90 ’ 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 

KShio.) 1*. T1 Tehran, September 27,1909. 

MY telegram No. 520 of the 1st July. _ i 

Nasr-ed-Dowfeh has spontaneously resigned the appointment of Russian consular 
agent. This is a most satisfactory solution of the question. 


[355961 No - ° 91 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicohon. 

(Telegraphic ) P Foreign Office. September 27, 1909. 

MESIlFdl-NASRATABAD tclograph line. . , 

You may comply with Russian Government s request concerning repair, mentioned 
in your telegram No. 110 of the 14th September. You should at the same timo 
suggest that another instrument of the same pattern should be procured in place of 
the one now at Birjand. 


[360891 No - 692 ’ 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received September 27.) 

gj r Treasury Chambers, September '27, 1909. 

IN the circumstances represented in Sir F. Campbell's letter of the 20th instant, I 
am directed bv the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to suite that they 
concur in the proposal of Sir Edward (irey to admit as a charge to Imperial funds one 
moiety of the cost incurred by the Government of India in connection with the 
attendance <.r Lieutenant Ranking to give evidence at the court-martial proceedings 
instituted against the late consular escort at Ispahan for insubordination. 

I am, &c. 

T. L. HEATH. 


[36103* No - m - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 

(Toiegrapltic.) P. rehr,m ’ September 28, 1909. 

INDIAN oil guard. 

Please see second paragraph of my telegram No. 711 oh yesterday. 

1 learn from Major Trevor that on the 25th September the oil guard left 
Mohamnierah. 


136206] No. 1194. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 29.) 

gj r India Office, September 27, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 9th September, 1909, as to the privileges 
allowed to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited, in connection with the exchnngo 
of telegrams between their central office and their representatives in Arabistan, I am 
directed to enclose herewith copy of a note on the subject by the director-in-ehief, 
ln,|,, European telegraph department. Viscount Hurley concurs in Mr. Kirk's view 
that ib. existing arrangements might be continued pending the assumption of the 
control of the Arabistan lines by the Indo-European telegraph department, after which 
the privileges now enjoyed by the company should be withdrawn. 

I have, &c. 

COLIN .1. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosurc in No. 694. 

Note by the Dircctor-in-chicf, Indo-European Department. 

IT was only on the 15th August last that the Persian telegraph administration 
opened their offices at Mohamraerah for international traffic. I understand that previous 
to this a message from Mohammerah had to be posted to an agent at Almaz, and was 
then telegraphed onwards provided the line was in working order, a state in which the 
Arabistan lines seldom are. There is a probability that these lines will before long 
come under the control of the Indo-European telegraph department, and until this 
question is settled, which it should be very shortly, the privileges now enjoyed by the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company in connection with the transmission of their telegrams 
between London and Persia might be permitted to continue. As soon ns the Arabistan 
lines are in working order it would be desirable to withdraw the concession. 

H. A. KIRK. 

September 17, 1909. 


[36148] No 695. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 29.) 

THE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and. by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 22nd September, relative to the escort for Air. New. 

India Office, September 28, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 695. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. l, u H„ Office, September 22, 1909. 

SEE your telegram dated the 9th September. His Majesty's Government liavo 
sanctioned escort for Mr. New. As regards informing Persian Government, Sir G. 
Barclay will use his discretion. 


[36196] No. 696 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Orel;.—(Received September 29 1 

(No. 744.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 29, 1909. 

THE Ministry for Foreign Affairs has been offered to Ala-es-Sultaneh 
After assuring himself that his appointment would not be unwelcome to the two 
legations he has accepted office. 


[36299] No. 697. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—tReceived September 80.) 

Admiralty, September 29, 1909. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information iif the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, copy of a 
report dated 12th August, and of its enclosure, from the senior naval officer, Persian 
Gulf, relative to the Taomt pirates. 

A copy lius also been sent to the India Office. 

1 am, &c. 

W. GRAHAM GREENE. 


5 Q 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 607. 

Commander Litchfield to Commander-in-chief, Rant Indies. 

Sir, “ Sphinx," ni Bn shire, August 12, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 24th July I have the honour to forward a 
report in triplicate from the commanding officer, His Majesty’s ship “ Redbreast,” 
of his proceedings in execution of the service referred to. 

2. The political resident has been informed, and the letters from the sheikhs of 
Charek and Abu Thabi have been forwarded to him. 

The prisoner, Ghaithoo bin Jasim. who the sheikh of Abu Thabi refused to 
receive, has been disposed of in accordance with the resident's request, copy attached. 

His Majesty's ship “Redbreast" sailed for Bussorah uuder the command of 
Lieutenant E. J. N. Tisdall yesterday, immediately after handing over the prisoner 
to an escort on hoard the mail steamer for Bahrein. 

I hope that the change of eiimate will benefit the crew. 

3. <)ther matters arising on the report ore dealt with separately. 

1 have, &c. 

SHIRLEY LITCHFIELD, 

Commander and Senior Naval Officer . Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 007. 

Lieutenant Tisdall to Commander Litchfield. 

(Extract.) “ Redbreastat Bush ire , August (3, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to report the following proceedings of Mis Majesty’s ship 
“ Redbreast”:— 

At 6*4 r.M. on the 23rd ultimo Lieutenant-Gominander Shuter weighed and 
proceeded, calling at Kais Island at 10’25 a.m. on the 25th, at the request of the 
residency agent, to endeavour to obtain information as to the whereabouts of Mohamed 
and Alnned-bin-Jasim. 

Weighed, and proceeded to (.'hurak at 4-U r.M. the same day, arriving there 
at 7’-3» r.M. 

On the morning of the 26th Sheikh Saleh, of (-liftrak, came on hoard to see 
Lieutenant !'oinnmnder Shuter, During the interview Sheikh Saleh first, said the 
pirates were not landed, hut subsequently admitted that they had landed some way 
down the coast and gone inland to a place called Nakhlami, hut that the place was out 
of his jurisdiction, arid that he could therefore not capture them until they returned to 
his territory. 

After some persuasion Sheikh Saleh swore on the Koran that he would do his 
utmost to effect the capture of these men, and, should he succeed in doing so, he would 
immediately inform the residency agent at Lingah. 

A letter from Sheikh S:deh to the resident is enclosed. 

Lieutenant-(.’oinniuiulor Shuter was placed on the sick list on the 27th, hut 
continued to direct the movements of the ship. 

• ••••# 

I arrived at Linga at 5*35 r.M. on the 27th, landed the agent, and proceeded direct 
to Abu Tlmhi, g 

* * * ** * * • 

Immediately on arrival l landed, and interviewed Sheikh Tahnoon and gave him 
the resident's letter. 

After reading the letter Sheikh Tahnoon declined absolutely to take over the 
prisoner, on the grounds that if he were kept in bonds in this hot weather he might 
die; if he were not kept in bonds he might escape. In either case the sheikh feared 
he would he held responsible. 

In addition to this inaiiv relatives of the murdered man were living at Abu Thabi, 
who had determined to kill the pirate when opportunity offered, and he could not 
be answerable lor his safety if he were landed. 

Sheikh Tahnoon also said lie wanted three prisoners and not one, also that he 
wanted to deal with them himself. 
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I endeavoured to impress upon the sheikh that his action in the matter would 
create a very unfavourable impression upon the resident and the British Government. 

In spite of all arguments, however, the sheikh remained adamant. 

I arrived at Lingah at 7 r.M. on the 30th. 

Lieutenant-Commander Shuters condition became worse while at Lingah, and he 
was sent to Bombay by the slow mail which left Lingah on the 1st instant. 

I was informed by tlic Residency Agent at Lingah that it would be necessary to 
hire lighters and coolies at Lingah. as none could be obtained at Basidu. 

Accordingly I hired two lighters and ’thirty coolies, and proceeded to Basidu at 
12*30 r.M. on the 2nd, anchored outside for the night, and went in at daylight. 

Owing to the very poor quality of the coal I decided to proceed direct to Bushire 
to communicate with you and obtain proper coal. 

There has been a considerable amount of sickness among the ship’s company during 
this cruise, the proportion of Europeans being unusually large. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 607. 

Major Cox to Commander Litchfiela. 

Sit’, Bushire. August 10, 1909. 

IN thanking you for your letter dated the 7th August, 1909, and for the action 
taken hv His Majesty s ship “ Redbreast,” and in confirmation of signal communications 
which have passed between us. I have the honour t*> inform you thi$, in view of the 
non-possum us attitude of the sheikh of Abu Thabi, and pending final news from 
Olinrek indicating whether there remains any likelihood of our effecting the appre¬ 
hension ol the other two pirates during the present pearling season I propose as a 
temporary measure to send the prisoner Ghaithoo-bin-Jasim to the political ugent, 
Bahrein, for custody. 

I request therefore that he may Ive delivered on board the slow mail steamer now 
in harbour to the tile of sepoys of mv detachment who have been detailed to escort him 
to Bahrein. 

1 shall be glad i( the irons that he is wearing can be left on him for return 
subsequently from Bahrein. 

I have, &c. 

P Z. COX, Major, Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf. 


[36268] No. 698. 

Treasury to boreign Office.—{Received September 30.) 

kir» r Treasury , September 29, 1909. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of ilis Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 9th instant and the correspondence which accompanied it, on 
the subject of a proposal for the installation of a British system of wireless telegraphy 
in the Persian Gulf at the joint expense of the Imperial and Indian exchequers. 

llieir lordships direct me to state that they agree in principle to the division in 
the manner proposed of such expenditure as may he proved to bo necessary, ami they 
will be prepared to consider the limits of such expenditure when the exact scheme 
recommended by Sir E. Grey and Viscount Morley and an estimate of its cost arc 
before them. 

I am, &c. 

G. H. MURRAY. 


! 34836J No. 699. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Foreign Office, September 30, 1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your loiter 
of the 16th instant, in which you forward a copy of a letter from the Government of 
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India pointing out that, in addition to the pay of the military attache at Meshed, there 
are certain miscellaneous expenses connected with the appointment which, in their 
opinion, should be shared equally between the British and Indian Governments. 

Sir E. Grey observes that the total expenditure during the current financial year 
is thus likely to amount to 2,372/., or 1.445/. more than the maximum amount of pay 
which the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have agreed to share with the Indian 
Exchequer, lie has examined the items of this supplementary expenditure, and, after 
careful consideration, he has arrived at the conclusion that, it is not such as lie could 
properly recommend their Lordships to sanction. Apart from the general considerations 
relating to the necessity for a substantial reduction in the cost of the Indian consular 
establishments in Persia, to which, as you are aware, Sir E. Grey attaches great 
importance, he is of opinion that the special expenditure now contemplated would 
neither be in accordance with precedent nor with the requirements of the post of 
military attache. There are, as the Secretary of State is no doubt aware, twelve British 
military attaches in various parts of the world, and their solo cost to His Majesty’s 
Government consists in their pay and in travelling allowances when sent on a journey ; 
this is likewise the case with the military attache at Tehran, who receives a travelling 
allowance limited to a specific sum, according to the duration ol his journeys. In 
these circumstances Sir E. Grey is unable to endorse the view of the Government of 
India, that the post at Meshed should constitute a solitary and costly exception, and lie 
considers that tint division of the expenditure involved with the Imperial Exchequer is 
subject to grave and insuperable objection. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 




